HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOUBING SURVIY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTI'ASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTEZERROGATION MNO. (USSBS 160) Place: Tokvo
(NAV NO. 38) Dates 22 October 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division,
Subject: Japanese Plans for Defense of Centr:-1 Paeilie,

Personnel interrosated ans background of each:

\ Capt. OHINAE, Toshikazu, IJNy 1s a naval officer of 25 yaars

| service, In June 1942 he was transferred from the Bureau
& or Military Arfzirs to the Staff of the coutheast Area Fleet,
y in which capacity he planned and directed thz First Battle

of SAVO ISLAND., From Decembe: 1943 he was on the 8taff of
the First VMobile Fleet and tool part in the planning and
execution of the operations for t-e defense of the "ARIANAS
and of the PHILIPPI:S as Chief of Staff to Vice Admiral
0ZAWA, CinC First lMobile Fleet and Third Fleet, From
January 1945 he has been attached to the Naval General Staff,
e was also Staff ¢fficer 11th Air Fleet and 3rd Mobile
Fleet,

Where interviewed: Japanese Naval War College (War Records
Lastitute ),

Interrceator: Cartain Steadman ieller, TSN,
Interprcier: Lt. Comdr, S. Millsteln, USNR.

Allied Officers Present: Lt, Comdr. D.,P. AIKEN, USNR,
SUMMARY

Captain OHMAE summarizes the plans for defense of the MARSHALLS-
GILBERTS and explains reasons for changes in plans., He also Pro=-
vides information on a few interesting points in connection with
the reinforcement of Japanese Air in the SOLOMONS Campaign,

¥




RANSCRIPT

Q. ‘That plans were made for defense of the MARSHALTS-GILBE TS?

A. In May 1943, therec was a conference at TRUK between the Cing
of the Southeast Area, Vice Admiral KUSAKA, and the CinC
Second Fleet, Vice Admiral KONDO, At t:1s conference 1t was
decided: first, to bring out as many reinforcements as possible
from JAPAN; and second, to hold the SOLOMONS and the DANPLRL
gtrait Area in th. BISMARKS., The emphasis on aircraft roinforce-
nents was in the SOLOMONS and reinforcements to the MARSHALLGS-
CILBERTS were to be principally in the form of troops. Tne
possibility of UNITED STATES attack in any oil the MARSHALLS-
GILBARTS, SOLOMONS and Eastern Niw¥ GUINEA Arcas was realizeds
therefore, the Second Fleet was to be concentrated at TRUR to
meet any eventuality. Japanese alrcraft were concentrated 1in
the SOLOMNONS, but there were relatively few in the Central
Pacific due to shortage.

f The specific plan to counter an American invasion ol the
CTILBERTS was as follows: Long range aircraft from the BISMARKS
would attack the U.S. Invasion Forces and then land at fields
in the MARSEALLS-GILBEZRTS, Short range aircraft would start
from or stage through TRUK and proceed tTO MASSHALLS=-GILBRRTS
fieldsand from there attack the U.,S Forces. It was expected
to require four days for the short range aircraft to reach
the attack position from the BISM/RKS, Warships at ThUK would
sortic and move to the GILBEXT Islands where they would attack
American surface and invasion forces,.Six or seven submarines,
which were employed in supply services in the BISMARKS, also
would be orderad to assist in repelling the invasion,

Two factors radically changed these plans. The first was the
serious damage received by several Second Fleet crulisers at
RABAUL by carrier air attack on 5 November, 1943, These shlps
and other units had just arrived from TRUK to assist in ths
serious situatinon at BOUGAINVILLE., The sccond factor was tho
intensified air war in the SOLOMONS related to further land-
ings at MUNDA which absorbed our air forces already in the
Western SOLOMONS ani also required employment of the short
range planes which were being held at TRUK for derensec of the
MARSH!LLS=-GILBERTS. Consequently the original plans for deien-
se of those islands could not be carried out when American
forces invaded in November, because there was insufficicent
surface =nd air strength availablc to make eflective raesistance,

Q. How were the Second Fleet aircra®t carriers employed during the
summer and fall of 1943%

A, They were principally cmployed in transporting of aircraft
material and personnel from the Empire to the Central and
South Pacific. The Air Groups of these carriers (JUNYO,
RYUHO, HIY0) had been sent to the North SOLOMONS in July to
meet the serious situation created by the American landings.

Q. What losses were sustained during ferrying operations from the
= Empire to outlylng basesy
A, Until the summer of 1943, wec averaged about 6 or 7 percent, but
the percentage increased rapidly after that, The greatest loss
in any one operation was 30 percent., The loss in this type
operation was heavier in the case of Army planes, For cxample
24 Army planes took off from TRUK in June 1943 and only two
arrived in RABAUL, This was the fir st TRUK to RABAUL flight
by Army planes without a Navy planc leading., The first group
of Army planes arrived in April 1943. Thc largest number of
Army plancs to be in the SOLOMONS Area at onc time was believed
to have been 100, This averzged about one third of the Naval Air
strength in the SOLOMONS,




Q. How was the planning done for participation of Army and Navy
aircraft in a joint operation?

A. The planning was done in the Imperial Headquarters, TOKYO, In
the SOLOMONS Campaign, it was planned that Army and Navy strength
available would be about equal, This wns not recalized., All
the allocations of Army aircraft and numbers actually taking off
from JAPAN for thc campaign area were approximately those of tte
planned proportion, However, the number to arrive at destination
was far below that because of troubles such as poor malntennnce
en route,and the long route followed by the comparatively short
ranged Army plancs, also poor overwater navigation., The route
followed by the small Army planes was usually RYUKYUS, FOHMOSA,
PHILIPPINES and NEW GUINEA. Some, however, were transported by
shin to TRUK and then flown to RABAUL. The larger and long

‘ range Army planes flew the more direct route from IWO , SAIPAN,
TINIAN,TRUK, and to RABAUL,

Q. Were Army aircraft able to use Naval Radio facilities for
navigation?

Ae The Army aircraft radio equipment was not such design as to
make good use of Naval radio facilities along the ferry routec,




