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Today’s presentation:

1. About Wikipedia, Wikimedia and 
open access 

2. Current work 
3. Future opportunities



Open Access
Frost Bubble
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The philosophy of Open Access

● Knowledge is free and should be shared among those who need it

● Access to past knowledge is essential to create new knowledge

● Everyone has a right to knowledge, and authors exercise their right to share

● Open Access is not contrary to copyright

● No individual should be discriminated due to disadvantages

● Open Access fosters development of knowledge societies



The growth of Open Access

2 billion!



Wikipedia
Public bath in India
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● 500 million people read 22 billion Wikipedia articles every month

● Wikipedia is used by Siri, Google Assistant and many other third parties

● Wikipedia is available in 318 languages

● More than an encyclopedia, a database, a library catalogue, links to 
references and further reading.

Wikipedia’s reach  



● Wikipedia is written by 100,000s volunteers working together

● Wikipedia is run by charities and has around 1,000 staff worldwide

● No adds and extremely limited data collection. Donations and project 
grants pays for it all

● Uses CC BY-SA 3.0 Open Access license

● Wikipedia has strict rules against self-promotion Wikipedia is a place 
to share your knowledge, not promote your organization

Wikipedia’s structure  



● The Wikimedia movement works with many large organisations to help them 
share their knowledge

● Wikimedia Sverige builds a structure for expanding this work

● Several IGOs are working with Wikipedia including UNESCO, FAO, UNFPA, 
OHCHR, IEA, UNHCR, UNDP, UN Women, WIPO, EIB and ESA

Working with Wikipedia



● Wikimedia Sverige is experimenting with a new initiative, for a 
“thematic hub” around content partnerships

● We currently have funding and staff to establish innovative 
partnerships with IGOs, to make content available on the Wikimedia 
platforms

● So far, we have prioritized content around climate, biodiversity, 
gender and health

● Now we want to give a few examples of work that has been done, and 
that could be done

Wikimedia Sverige supporting  this work



UN and Wikipedia
Mezquita de Nasirolmolk, Shiraz, Irán
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Wikimedia – IGOs – SDGs, the perfect combo 

UN holds some of the knowledge the public need knowledge to fulfill the SDGs

UN’s partner organisations which hold much of the rest of the knowledge

Wikipedia has the infrastructure to bring this knowledge together 

Wikipedia is where 500 million people are looking for information

Wikipedia as a central repository for knowledge to fulfil the SDGs



The road to a successful partnership

Mohana Fishermen
Pascal Maître

CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Styrelsen_wmse_2018_helbild_CC_BY-SA_Gitta_Wil%C3%A9n.jpg


Getting started … 

● OHCHR nominating missing women 

human rights defenders

● UNFPA and UN Women sharing key 

messages during the Covid-19 

pandemic

● We have developed pilots and processes 

for transferring  knowledge from IGOs 

to Wikipedia in the easiest way possible



A process to spread important information on Wikipedia 

Information is shared with 
Wikipedia contributors

Wikipedia contributors add 
the content to key articles 

MetricsOrganizations 
collate information



Be bold: choose the simple solution
Food Waste Index Report 2021
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Sharing Publications With Wikipedia
From Pollution to Solution, a global assessment of 

marine litter and plastic pollution.
United Nations Environment Programme
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A process to reuse any open license text on Wikipedia 

Instructions Wikipedia MetricsOA text



FAO publication text on Wikipedia

3,000 views per month



● IEA

● UNESCO

● UNEP

● … and others

● Would you like to join too? 

Similar uploads have been made together with…

United Nations Environment Programme, CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO, via Wikimedia Commons; Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO, via Wikimedia Commons; International Energy Agency, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/igo/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/igo/deed.e
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Training Staff

Academics in Mexico.
Dominique Roger, UNESCO
CC BY-SA 3.0 IGO

● One important part of scaling up the work with 

Wikimedia is to train staff internally.

● Wikimedians in Residences are great as starting point 

to build capacity internally and show possibilities of 

scaling the work

● That also means that when things happen in the 

world, internal experts wanting to make their 

knowledge available to the public know where to turn 
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Wikipedia and the Russian invasion of Ukraine

● …. IEA 



The potential next steps…

Violaine Martin, WIPO
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By working with Data… 



… and sharing images on Wikipedia… 

Nowruz celebrations at UNESCO
CC BY-SA 4.0

Weaving with pineapple and silk in the Philippines
Violaine Martin, WIPO, CC BY-SA 4.0

Galapagos land iguana on Galapagos Islands
Francesco Bandarin,  UNESCO
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Nowruz celebrations at UNESCO
CC BY-SA 4.0

Cape Floral Region Protected Areas
Leila Maziz,  UNESCO

CC BY-SA 4.0

… you can have tremendous impact

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Styrelsen_wmse_2018_helbild_CC_BY-SA_Gitta_Wil%C3%A9n.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Styrelsen_wmse_2018_helbild_CC_BY-SA_Gitta_Wil%C3%A9n.jpg


Promoting Open Access
Total solar eclipse
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What is next?

● Experiment with us. Together we can start exploring how your Open Access content can 

reach a worldwide audience on Wikipedia

● Develop MoUs with us to provide a foundation for a long term partnership

● If you have already started working with the Wikimedia movement form partnership 

agreements with us

● We are scaling up the possibilities around Wikimedian in Residence globally



Getting started

● We can help your agency adopt Open Access and create pilot Wikipedia projects

● For bigger projects: 
○ Work with us or a local Wikimedia chapter
○ Hire a Wikipedian in Residence, we can help you find one

eric.luth@wikimedia.se

bit.ly/PIAMWP22


