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ADVERTISEMENT

"TO THE PRESENT EDITION.

TH ERE cannot be a doubt but that a Book, like this, purpofely edapted to’

the ufe of young perfons of bath fexes, copious beyond former examples, fingu-
larly various in its contents, felefed from writers whofe charallers ave cflablifhed
without controver[y, abounding with entertainment and ufeful information, incute
cating the purct principles of morality and religion, and difplaying excellent models
of flyle and language, mufl contribute moft effedually to the improvement of the
RISING GENERATION in knowledge, tafle, and virtue. It mufl form at
once the clegant feholar and the enlightened member of civil focicty.  The public
have indeed already felt and acknowledged by the leafl fallible proof, their general
veception of it, its great utility, It has been diffufed throughout all the moff res
JpeClable places of education in the kingdom, and doubtlefs fown the feeds of ex~
cellence, which may one day arrive at matarity, and add to the happinefs of fﬁf
community and of human nature.  Infufing virtuous and liveral ideas at the
mofl fufeeptible age into the minds of a whole nationy its ffeét muft be in the higheft
degree falusary, on the rifiug race, and on lute poflerity.

What ENGLISH book fimilar to this volume, calculated entirely for the ufe of
young fludents at fchools, and under private tuition, was to be found in the days of
our fathers® Nene certainly. The confequence was, that the ENGLISH PART ¢f
education (to many the moft important part) was defeciive even in places moft cea
lebrated for claffic difeipne; and boys were often enabled to read Latin perfeéily,
and write it tolerably, wno, from difufe of she want of modsls for praétice, were
wigtchedly:qualified to do cither in their native language. From this unkappy
circumplance, claffical education was brought into Jome degree of difgrace; and
it was certainly prepoficrous, to ftudy during many of the beft yedrs of life, foreign
and dead languiagds; with the moft ferupulous accuracy, and at the fame time
entirely 10 weglel that mother tongue, which is in daily and howrly requifition; to
be will riad in Cicers, and a total firanger to Addifom; to have Hemer and
Borgee by Nggty ind so know little more than the names of MILTON and

frig , .
* Learning, thus defeltive r‘iﬂp&ﬁtjﬁ" sbvious o derettion, incsrvad the imputation >
pedantry It was obferved to affume greas pride, the important air of fups-.
rity, il difplaying 10 the comman vbferier any fup pretenfions to it Do,
i appeljed with marks of irferiority when brought into occafionsl nlm :
A
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with well-informed un&(]?am!hxg: cultivnted l/]‘-‘lg’i?kﬁ}litﬁaturt alone, but
improved in the fehool of experience. Perfuns wwho had never drunk at the claffic
Sountains, but had beon confined in their education to Englifh, triumphed over the
Seholar ; and learning often Iud her head in confufion, when pointed at as pe-
dantry by the finger of @ DUNCE,

It became highly expedient therefore to introduce more of Englifh reading inte
oir cluffical [chools that thofe swho went ont into the world with their coffrs
viehly florcd with the golden medils of antiguaty, might at the fame time be fur-
nifhed with a fuflicency of awront com from the madern mnt, for the commerce of
dutly :(/I" but there was m fchool book, copisus and various enoughy calculated
entively for this poprfe. The Grecionand Roman Hiflory, the Spectators, and,
Platar s Lives, wore indeed fametimes introduced, and certainly with great
advantage.  But flill, on uiformity of Englith books n fehools, was a des
fideratum, It was defirable that all the fhidents of the fame clafs, provided
suith the fume book, comtaning the proper varicty, might be enabled 1o read it to-
gethery and thus benefit cack: other by the emulous findy of the fume Jubject or com-
pofition, at the Jame time, under the cye of thely common maficr.

For this important purpofe, the knge colleftions entitled « LLEGANT
EXTRACTS,” both in Profe and Verfe, were projected and completed by the
prefent Editor. Their veception 15 the fulleft toflimony in favour both of the
defign and 115 execution.  Scveral editions, confifiing of very mumierous impy o ffions,
have been rapidly e culated, and a new one is nsie demanded.  Public encourage-
ment has wst operated on the Fditar as a feduciion to indslence, but as a Jpur ta
frefie exertion, and as the prefs procecded, great additons, alterations, and im-
provements, have been made in evoy Edition, switheut vegard to encreafing cxe
pence or treuble. The adwantage has hitherto chiefly »redounded to the public ;
for thofe who ae (I%t ts cftimate the expence of fuch works as thefe, and are aca
guainted svith the embarraffments that fometimes impede their progrcfs, or 1ender
them unprsduétive, will seadily belicve it mav happen, that the reward of the
Fryectar, Editor, and Efiablifher, frall be little more than the amufement “.'{./"ﬂg
Srom us incention and fuperintendance.

The labzur of a Compiler of a book like this is indeed humble; but its utility
soxtnfice, and he feels a pride and pleafure i the voff:étion that he has
bn [rang his country mofl effeétually, in ferving the 1ifing generation by
Juch basks as thus, without facyificing either to avarice or to vanity.  The renown
attending a public swork, is mndecd feldom proportioned to its weility. Glitter is mot
al.ways the mofl brilliant on the Jurface of the moft valuable fubfiance. The load-
Jéene is plain and wnattraftive in its appear ance, sehile the pafic on the finger of the
beau [parkles cerh envied lufive.  The fpade, the plough, the fiuttle, have ne
crnamont beriveed on them, winle the Jward is decorated swith 1ibbands, gold,
and vuy. Yt REASON, midazzled 0 Do deciffons, dares to pronounce, while
Jie halds the laler, that the spvv, thagh hitle praifid, preponderates, ang
that the fhezay wend wnfubfiantial kicls the team of the balance, wohile it attrallt

ke eye of inconfidcrate admiration.
Thinglg
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Things intrinfically good and valuable have however the advantage of ficuring
permanent efieem, though they may lofe the eclat of temporary applanfe. 1y
carry with them to the clofet their own letters of recommendation.  This Volume
confidently claims the charaller of good and valuable, and therefore wants net the
paffport of praife.  Every page [peaks in its own favour, in the modefi language
of merit, which has no occafion to boafl, though it cannot vemounce its vight to juft
efteem. The moft valuable woods ufed in the fine cabinet work of the artifan, re-
quire neither paint nor varnifh, but appear beautiful by their own variguted
veins and colours.

As it is likely that the fludent wwho reads this volume of Profe with pleafure,
may alfo poﬂ?fs a tafle for POETRY, it is right to mention in this place, that there
is publifed by the fame Proprietors, a wolume of Poewy, fimilar in fize and
Sform'; and as he may alfo wifk to impride himfelf in the very ufiful art of
Letter-Writing, that there is provided a moft copious volume of Lutters from
#he beft authors, under the title of ELEGANT LPISTLES.

This whole Set of ColleQions, more copious, can’wrlin;t, and valuable, than
anywhich have preceded ity certainly conduces in a very high degree, to that great
pational obje&, the PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

SEPTEMBER, 1794

A PREFACE
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

IS book derives its origin from a with expreffed by perfons who have the

conduct of fchools, that fuch a compilation might be publifhed, as by means
of a full page, and a fmall, yet very legible type, might contain, in one volume, a
little Enghih library for young people who are in the courfe ot their education, A
common-fized volume, it was tound, was foon perufed, and laid afide for want of
novelty ; but to fupply a large fchool v.ath a great variety, and centtant fucceflion
of Lnglifh books, i> too cxpenfive and inconvenicnt to be genorally praQicable;
fuch a quantity of matter is therefore colleéted in this volume as muit of neceflity
fill up a good deal of time, and furnith a great number of new ideas before it can
be read to fatiety, or“entirely exhautted.. 1t may therefore very preperly confti-
tute, what it was intended to be, a Libiary for Learners, from the age of nine or
ten to the age at which they leave their fchool @ at the fame time it is evident,
upon infpeition, that it abounds with fuch extratts as may be read by them at any
age with pleafure and improvement,  Though it is chiefly and primarily adapted
to fcholurs at fchool 5 yetit is certain, that all readers may find it an agrecablecom-
panion, and particularly proper to fill up fhort intervals of accidental leifure,

As to the Authors from whom the extradls aie made, they are thofe whofe
chara&ers want no recommendation. 'The Speators, Guardians, and Taders,
have been often gleaned for the purpofe of felctions; but to have omitted them,
in a work like this, for that reafon, would have been like rejecting che pureft coin
of the fulleft weight, becaufe it is not quite frefh from the mint, but has been long
inciiculation. It ought to be remembeied, that though the writings of Addifon
and his coadjutors may no longer have the grace of novelty in the eyes of veteran
readers, yet they will always be new to a riting generation.

The greater part of this book, however, confifts of extralts from more modern
bools, and from fome which have not yet been ufed for the purpofe of feletions.
It is 1o be prefumed that living authors will not be difpleafed thageufeful and
clegant pafiages huve been borrowed of theim for this book; fince if ¢
meant, as they profefs, to reform and improve the age, they muft be convinced,
that to placc their mpft falutary admonitions and fentences in the hands of young
perfons, is to contribute moft effectually to the accomplithment of their benevolent
defign.  The books themfelves at large da not in general fall into the hands of
fchool-boys; they are often toe voluminous, too large, and too expenfive for
general adoption; they are foon torn and disfigured by
they ufually meetwith in a great fchool; and indced: whatever be the caufe of it,

they feldom are, or can be conveniently introduced : and thereforc ExTr aGTs are
highly evpedient, or rather abfolutely neceflary.

fincerely

the rough treatment which

ADVERTISE.
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE SECOND EDITION.

HE approbation with which the firft edition of this book has been re-

ceived By the Public, has operated as an encouragement to improve it,
It has been judged proper to change the form and fize from a duodecimo 10 an
ocfavn; not only for the fake of giving it a more agreeable appearance, but alfo
of adding to the quantity and variety of the contents. Some extralts have in-
deed been omitted, to make room for new matter; but the additions, upon the
whole, arc very confiderable.

‘Ihe utility of the colle&tion is abvious. Tt is caleulated for claffical fchools,
and for thofe in which Englilh oaly is taught.  Young perfons cannot read
a book, contaihing fo much matter, without acquiting a great improvement in
the Englith Language; together with ideas on many pleaiing fubjeéts of Tafte
and Literature; and, which is of much higher importance, they will imbibe
with an increale of knowledge, the pureit principles of Virtue and Religion.

"T'he book may be emplgyed in various methods for the ufe of learners, ac-
cording to the judgment of vaiious inftrutors. ‘The pupils may not only read
it in private, or in the fchool at Hated times, but write out paragraphs in their
copy llgooks; commit paflages to memory, and endeavour to recite them with
the proper aftion and prosunciation, for the improvemcut of their powers of
utterance. With refpedt to the Art of fpeaking, an excellence in it certainly
depends more on prattice, under the fuperintendance of a mafter, than on written
preccpts; and this book profefles to offer matter for practice, rather than fyftematic
mftruftions, which may be more advantagcoufly given in a rhetorical treatife or
wsvd woce.  'T'o learn the prattical part of fpeaking, or the art of managing the
voice and getture, by written rules alone, is like learning to play upon a mufi-
cal nftrument, with the bare aflitance of a boek of dircttions without a
mafler.

The books from which thefe Extradts are taken, are fit for the young readers
libraries, and may be made the companians of their lives; whiic the prefent
compilation offers itfelf only as an humble companion at fchool. In the chas
rafter of a companion, it has a great deal to fay to them; and will probably
improve in the power of affording pleafure and inltru@tion, the more its acquaint.
ance is cultivated.

et ————————

ADVERTISEMENT TO THE THIRD AND FOURTH EDITIONS.

DESIRE to render this Book fingularly ufeful, and to deferve a continu-

ancx that approbation with which it has been already received, has induced
tl:ig Editos¥o enlarge and improve it in the prefent, as well as in every preceding
edition.

To the firft book a great variety of moral and religious extraéts has been added,
with a defign to furnith falutary employment for fchools and families on a day
which affords peculiar leifure, In the fubfequent books have been inferted Ora-
ticns, Charaters, cntertaining Effays on men and manners, pleafing paflages un
Natural Hiftory, a collettion of old Proverbs, and other pieces, conducive to the
prime purpofe of uniting the ufcful with the agreeable.

The volume thus improved, together with the enlarged edition of ELEGANT
EXTRACTS IN VERSE, will, it is hoped, be highly agrecable to young perfons
in their vacant hours, as well as ufeful to them in the claffes of a fchool, and under
the tuition of a preceptor.

As the book unavoidably became large by fucceflive additions, it was judged pro-
t:r to inferta Title Page and ornamental Defign, nearly in the middle, that it may

optional to the purchafer to bind the Colleétion cither in one, or in two volumes,
s may beft correfpond with his own ideas of convenience,

A3 INTRO-
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INTRODUCTTION.

ON

PRONUNCIATION, OR DELIVERY.

FROM DR.

I

OW much ftrefs"was 14id upon Pro-
nunciation, or Delivery, by the moft
eloquent of all orators, Demofthenes, ap-
+pears from a noted faying of his, rclated
Eoth by Cicero and Quinétilian when be-
ing afked, Whatwas the firlt point in ora-
tory ? he anfwered Delivery; and being
alkked, What was the fecond ? and after-
wards, What was the third ? he flill an-
fwered, Delivery. There is no wonder,
that he fhould have rated this fo high, and
that for improving himfelf in it, he fhould
have employed thofe afliduous and painful
labours, which all the Ancients take fo
much rotice of;; for, beyand doubt, no-
thing is of more importance. To fuperfi-
cial thinkers, the management of the voice
and gelture, in public fpeaking, may ag-
pear to relate to decoration only, and to be
one of the inferior arts of catching an au-
dience, But thisis far from being the cafe.
It is intimately connetted with wha is, or
ought to be, the end of all public fpeak-
ing, Perfuafion; and therefore deferves
the ftudy of the mott grave and ferious
f\)cakers. as much as of thofe, whofe only

atm it is to pleafe.

For, let it be confidered, whenever we
addrefs ourftlves to others by words, our
intention certdinly is to make fome impre(-
fion on thofe to whom we fpeak ; it 1s to
convey to them our own ideas and emo-
tions. Now the tone of our voice, our
looks and geftures, interpret our idcas and
emotions no lefs than words do; nay, the
impreflion they make on others, is fre-
giently much ftronger than any that words
can muke. We often fee that an exprefs

BLAIR’s LECTURES.

five look, or a paffionate cry, unaccom.-
panied by words, conveys to others more
forcible ideas, and roufes within them
ftronger paflions, than can be communicat-
ed by the moft eloquent difcourfe. The
fignification of our fentiments, made by
tones and geftures, has this advantage
above that made by words, tha. it is the
language of nature. It is that method of
interpreting our mind, which nature has
diftated to all, and which is underftood by
all; whereas, words are only arbitraiy,
conventional fymbols of our ideas; and;
by confequence, muft make a more feeble
impreflion, 8o true is this, that, to render
words fully fignificant, they mutt, almoft
in every cafe, receive fome aid from the
manner of Pronunciation and Delivery,
and he who, in fpeaking, fhould émploy
bare words, without enforcing them by
proper tones and accents, would leave us
with a faint and indiftinét impreffion, often
with a doubtful and ambiguous conception
of what he had delivcrci Nay, fo clofe
is the connetion between certain fenti-
ments and the proper manner of pro-
nouncing them, that he who does not pro-
nounce them after that manner, can never
perfuade us, that he believes, or feels, the
fentiments themfelves.  His delivery may
be fuch, as to give the lye to all that he
afferts.  When Marcus Callidius accufed
onc of an attempt to poifon him, but en-
forced his accufation in a languid manger,
and without any warmth or earncftnels of
delivery, Cicero, who pleaded for the ae-
culed perfon, improved this into an argu-
ment of the falfity of the charge, “.An
« to, M. Callidi nifi fingeres, ficageres i”

n



,Ox Pronunciction, or Dyliuetys

In Shakefpear’s Richard II. the Dutchefs
of York thus impeaches the fincerity o
Jher hufband

Pleads he in earneft 2—=Look upon s face,

His eyes do drop no tears ; his pragers are jefts

His words come from his mouth ; ours, from
our hreaft: .

He prays but faintly, and would be Jeated ;

We pray with heart and foul.

- But, I believe it is needlefs to fay any
more, in order to fhew the high impor-
tance of a gond Delivery. 1 procead,
therefore, to fuch obfervations as appear
to me moft ufeful to be made on tius
head.

‘The great objefts which every public
fpeaker will naturally have in his eve in
forming his Dc]i\'cr{. are, firft, to {peak
fo as to be fully and eafily underitood by
all who hear him ; and next, to fpeak with
arace and force, fo as to pleafe and to
move his audience.  Let us confiderwhat
is mott important with refpect to cach of
thefe *.

In order to be fully and eafily ander-
flood, the four chief requifites are, A due
degree of loudnels of voice Ditlinétnefs ;
Slownefs; and, Propricty of Proununcia-
tion.

The firft attention of every pub'ic fpeak-
er, danbtlefs, muft be, to make himfelf be
heard by all thofe to whom he fpeak.. He
muft endeavour to fill with his voice the
fpace occupied by the aflembly. This
power of voice, it may be thoughe, is
wholly a natural talent, It is foina good
meafurc; but, however, may reteive con-
fiderable affitance from art. Much de-
pends for this purpofe on the proper pitch,
and management of the voiee. Every man
has three pitches in his voice; the high,
the middle, and the low one, The high,
is that which he ufes in calling aloud to
fome oneat a diftance. The low is, when
he approaches to a whifper. The middle
is, that which he employs in common con-
verlation, and which he fhould generally
ufe in public difcourfe.  For it is a great
miftake, to imagine that one muft take the
hiﬁhcﬂ pitch of his voice, in order to be
well heard by a great affembly. This is
confounding “two things which are diffe-
rent, loudfiefs, or firength of found, with
the key, or note on which we fpeak. A

. . . .
O tiis whele fubjedt, Mr. Sheridan's Lece
wics a0 Elocuton are very worthy of being

cofulied , aud feveral hunts are bere tkon from
e
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{peaker may render his voice Jouder, with-
out dltering the key ; and we fhill always
be able to give moft body, moft'perfever,
ing force of fonnd, to that pitch of voice,
to whichi in converfation we are acégitdm-
ed. Whereas, by fetting out on ourhighs
eft pitch or key, we certfinly allow our-
felves iefs compafs, and are likely to ftrain
our voice before we have done.  We ¢hall
fatigue ourfelves, and fpeak with pain ; and
whenever a man fpeaks with pain to him-
felf, he is always heard with pain by his
audience. Give the voice thercfore full
firength and fiwell of found; but always
pitch it en your ordinay fpeaking key.
Make it a conftant rule never to utter
greater quantity of voice, than you can af-
ford without pain to yourfelves, and with-
out any extiacrdinary cffort,  As long as
you keep within thefe bounds, the other
organs of fpeech will he at hbeity to dil-
chaige their foeveral offices with eafe ; and
you will always have your voice undei com:
mand.  But whenever you tranfgrefs thefe
bounds, you give up the reins, and have np
longer any management of it. It is an
ufeful rule too, in order to be well hejrd,
to fix our ¢ye on fome of the moft diftant
perfons in the aflembly, and yo confider
ourfelves as fpeaking to them. We natu-
rally and mchanically utter our words
with fuch a degree of ftrength, as to make
ourfelves be heard by one to whom we ad-
drefs ourfelves, provided he be within the
1each of our voice. As this is the cale in
common converfation, it will hold alfv in
public fpeaking. But remember, that in.
public as well s in converfation, it is pofs
fible to ofiend by fpeaking too loud. This
extreme hurts the car, by making thé
voice come upon it in rumbling indifinét
mafles ; befides its giving the, peal?f the
difagreeable appearance of on¢'who €ndea-
vours to compel aflent, by megd vehe-
mence and force of found.™ "

In the next place, to being well heard,
and clearly underftood, diftin¢tnefs of arti-
culation contributes more, than mere loud-
nefs of found, 'The quantity of found nce
ceflary to fill even a large fpace, is (mallep
than is commonly imagined; and with
diftin& articulation, a man of aweak voice
will make it reach farther, than the rong-
eft voice can reach without it. To thi,
therefore, every public fpeaker ought to
pay great attention.  He mutt give every
found which he utters its due proportion,
and make every fyllable, and even every
letter in the word which he proneunces,
C A .o be



viii
be heard diftinfily ; without flurring, whif-
perz:lg, or fupprefling any of the proper
founds.

In the thizd place, in order to articulate
diftin@ly, moderation is requifite with re-
gard tothe fpeed of pronouncing. Preci-
pitancy of fpeech confounds all articula-
tion, and all meaning. I need fearcely ob-
ferve, that there may be alfo an extreme
on the oppofite fide. It is obvious, that a
lifelefs, drawling pronunciation, which al-
tows the minds of the hearers to be always
outrunning the (peaker, muit render every
dieourfe infipid and fatiguing. But the
extreme of {peaking too falt is much more
common, and requires the more to be
guarded againfl, becaufe, when it has
ﬁrow.n upinto a habit, few errors are more
difficult to be corretted. 'To pronounce
witha proper degree of flownefs, and with
full and clear articulation, is the filt thing
to be fludied by all who begin to fpeak in
public ; and cannot be too much recom-
mended to them. Such a pronunciation

rives weight and dignity to their difcourfe.
tis a great affitance to the voice, by the
paufes and relts which it allows it more
cufily to make; and it enables the fpeaker
to fwell all his {ounds, both with more
force and more mufic. 1t aflifts him allo
in preferving a due command of himfelf ;
whereas a rapid and hurried manner, isapt
to excite that flutter of {pirits, which is the
greateft enemy to all right execution in the
way of oratory. “ Promptum fit 0s,” fays
Quin&tilian, * non preceps, moderatum,
pon lentum,” '

After thefe fundamental attentions to
the pitch and management of the voice,
to diitiné articulation, hnd to a proper de-
gree of flownefs of ifpecch, what a public
fpeaker muft, in the fourth place, fudy, is
Propriety of Pronunciation s or the givin
to every word, which he uiters, that foundg,
which the molt polite ufage of the language
Appropriates to it; m opyofition to bioad,
vuigar, or provincial pronunciation.  ‘T'his
is requiite, both for ipeaking intelligibly,
and for fpeaking with grace or bz,
Inftru@tions cancerning ths article, can be
givenby the living voice only. But there
13 one oblervauon, which it may not te
improper here to make, In the Faglith
language, every word whichcontiits of more
fyllables than ove, has one accented fyl-
Jable, The accent reits fometimes on the
vowel, fometimes on the confonant.  Sel-
dom, or never, is there more than one ac-
cented fyllable in any Englith word, how-

INTRODUCTION.

ever long ; and the genius of the langua
requires the voice to mark that {yllable by
a ftronger percuffion, and to pafs more
flightly over the reft. Now, after we have
learned the proper feats of thefe accents, it
is an important rule, to give every word
juft the fame accent in public fpeaking, as
in common difcourfe. Many perfons errin
this refpe®. When they fgcak in public,
and with folemnity, they pronounce the
fyllables in a different manuer fiom what
they do at other times. They dwell upon
them, and protraét them ; they maltiply
accents on the fame word ; from a miftaken
notion, that it gives gravitf and force to
their difcourfe, and adds to the pomp of
public declamation, Whereas, this is one
of the greateft faults that can be committed
in pronunciation;; it makes what is called a
theatrical or mouthing manner ; and gives
an artificial affected air to {peech, which
detradts greatly both fromitsagreeablencs,
and its impreflion.

[ proceed to treat next of thofe higher
parts of Delivery, by ftudying which, a
ipeaker has fomething farther in view than
merely to render himfelf intelligible, and
feeks to give grace and force to what he
utters. Thefe may be comprited under four
heads, Emphafis, Paufes, Tones, and Gef-
turcs.  Let me only premife in general, to
what I am to fay concerning them, that at-
tention to thefe articles of Delivery, is by
no means to be confined, as fome might be
apt to imagine, to the more elaborate and

athetic parts ofa difcourie ; there is, per-

ap:, as great attention requifite, and as
much &kill difplayed, in adapting emphafes,
paufes, tones, and gettures, pioperly, to
calm and plain fpeaking : and the effect of
a jult and graceful delivery will, in every
part of a fubject, be found of high impor-
tance for commanding attention, and en-
forcing what is fpoken.

Firtt, let us confider Emphafis ; by this
is meant a ftronger and fuller found of
voice, by whichwe diftinguith the accent-
ed fyllable of fome word, on which we
defign to lay particular firefs, and to fhow
how it affefts the reft of the fentence.
Scmetimes the emphatic word muft be dif-
tinguithed by a particular tone of voice, as
well as by a ftronger accent. On the right
management of the emphafis, depends the
whole life and fpirit of every difcourfe,
If no cmphafis be placed on any words,
nat only 1s difcourfe rendered heavy and
lifelefs, but the meanipg left often ambi-
guous. Ifthe emphafis be placed wrong,

we
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we pervert and confound the meanin
whoﬁ;. To give a common inftarce ; fuc
a fimple queftion as this: « Do you ride
to town to-day ?”’ is capable of no fewer
than four different acceptations, accord-
ing as the emphafis is differently placed
on the words. If it be pronounced thus:
Do yau ride to town to-day ? the anfwer
may naturally be, No; I fend my frvant in
my ftead. If thus; Do you ride to town
to-day ? Anfwer, No; 1 intend to avalk,
Do you ride 10 toaun to-day ? Noj; I ride
out into the fields. Do you ride to town
to-day # No; but I thall to-morrowv. In
like manner, it folemn difcourfe, the whole
force and beauty of an expreflion often
depend on the accented word; and we
may prefent 1o the hearers quite different
views of the fame fentiment, by placing
the cmphafis differently. In the follow-
ing words of our Saviour, obferve in what
different lights the thought is placed, ac-
cording as the words are pronounced.
“ Judas, betrayeft thou the Son of Man
with a kifs 7~ Betraye/t thou—makes the
reproach turn, on the infamy of treachery.
~—Betrayelt thou~—makes it ret, upon Ju-
das’s conne@ion with his matter, Betrayeft
thou the Son of Man—refts it, upon our
Saviour’s perfonal charaéter and eminence.
Betrayelt thou the Son of man awith a
A4/i ? tarns it upon his proftituting the fig-
nal of peace and friendfhip, to the purpote
of a mark of deftruétion.

In order to acquire the proper manage-
ment of the emphafis, the great rule, and in-
deed the only rule pofiible to be given, is,
that the fpeaker fludy to attain a juft con-
ception of the force and fpirit of thofe
fentiments which he is to pronounc~.  For
to lay the emphafis with exatt propriety, is
a conflant cxercife of good fenfe andy at-
teuton. It is far from being an incon-
fderable attainment. It is one of the
greateft trials of a true and juft tafte; and
fuft arife from feeling delicately our-
felves, and from judging accurately of
what is fitteft m»-ﬁriﬁe the feelings of
others. ‘Thereis as great a difference be-
tween a chapter of the Bible, or any other
piece of plain profe, read by onc who
pl‘aces the feveral emphafes every where
with tafte and judgment, and by one who
negle@s or miftakes them, as there is be-
tween the fame tune played by thé moft
mafterly hand, or by the moit bungling
performer.

In all prepared difcorrfes, it would be
of great ufe, if they were rcad over or
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rehearfed in private, with this particular
view, to fearch for tbe proper emphafes
before they were pronounced in public ;
marking, at the fame time, with a pen,
the emphatical words in every fentence,
or at leaft the moft weighty and affeQ-
ing parts of the difcourfe, and fixing them
well in memory. Were this attention
oftener beftowed, were this part of pro-
nunciation ftudied with more exattnefs,
and not left to the moment of delivery, as
is commonly dore, public fpeakers would
find their care abundantly repaid, by the
remarkable effe&ts which 1t would produee
upon their audience. Let me cqution, at
the fame time, againft onc errd‘a that of
multiplying emphatical words too much.
It is only by & prudent referve in the ufe
of them, that we can give them any
weight.  1f they recur too often; if a
fpeaker .attempts to render every thing
which he fays of high importance, by a
multitude of ftrong emphafes, we foon
learn to pay little regard to them, To
crowd every f{entence with emphatical
words, is like erowding all the pages of a
book with italic charaders, wEich, as to
the effe&t, is juft the fame with ufing no
fuch diftinétions at all.

Next to emphafis, the Paufes in fpeak.
ing demand attention. Thefe are of two
kinds; firlt, emphatical paufes; and next,
fuch as mark the diftintlions of feufe.
An emphatical paufe is made, after fome-
thing has been faid of peculiar moment,
and on which we want to fix the hearer's
attention. $gmetimes, before fuch a thing
is faid, we uther it in with a paufe of this
nature. Such paufes have the fame effeét
as a ftrong emphafis, and are fubjeét to
the fame rules; efpecially to the caution
juft now given, of not repeating them too
frequently.  For, as they excite uncom-
mon attention, and of courfe raife expeta-
tion, if the importance of the matter be
not fully anfwerable to fuch expeftation,
they occafion difappointment and difguft.

But the mott frequent and the principal
ufe of paufes, is to mark the.divifions of
the fenfe, and at the fame time to allow
the fpeaker to draw his breath; and the
proper and graceful adjuftment of fuch
paufes, is one of the moft nice and difficult
articles in delivery. In all publis fpeak-
ing, the management of the breath re-
quires a good deal of care, fo as not to be
obliged to divide words from one another,
which have fo intimate a conneétion, that
they ought to be pronounced with‘_thc
ame
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fame breath, and without the leaft fepara-
tion. Many a fentence is miferably man-
gled, and the force of the emphafis to.
tally loft, by divifions being made in the
wrong place. To avoid this, every one,
while he is fpeaking, fhould be very careful
10 provide a full fupply of breath for what
he is to utter. It 1s a great miftake to
imagine, that the breath mult be drawn
only at the end of a period, when the voice
is allowed to fall. It may eafily be ga-
thered at the intervals of the period, when
the voice is only fufpended for a moment;
and, by this management, one may have
always a fufficient flock for carrying on
the longel {entence, withou impioper ins
terruptions.

If any one, in public fpeaking, fhall
have formed to himfelf a certain melody
or tune, which requires reft ind paufes of
its own, diltin& from thofe of the fenfe,
Lt undoubtedly, contratted one of the
worir habits into which a public fpeaker
can fall. It is the fenfe which thould al-
ways rule the paufes of the voice; for
wherever there is any fenfible fufpenfion
of the voice, the hearer is always led to
expe& fomething correfponding in the
meaning. Paufes in publis difcoarfe, muft

be formed upoi the manner in which we*

utter ourfelves in ordinary, fenfible con-
wetfation ; and not upon the ftiff, artificial
manner which we acquire from reading
books according to the common puntua-
tion. The general run of punQuation is
very arbitrary,; often capricious and falfe ;
and diftates an uniformity of tone in the
;::fcs, which is extremcly “difagreeable :

we are to obfersz, that to render paufes
Enceful and expreflive, they mult not only

made in the right place, but alfo be
accompanicd with a proper tone of voice,
by which the nature of thefe paufes is ia-
timated ; much more than by the length
of them, which can never be cxatly mea-
fured. Sometimes it is only a flight and
fimple {ufpenfion of voice that is proper;
fometimes a degree of cadence in the voice
is required; and fometimes that peculiar
tone and cadence, which denotes the fen-
tenge finithed.  In all thefe cafes, weare to
regulate ourfelves, by attending to the man-
ner in which nature teaches us to fpeak
when engaged in real and curneft dif-
courfe with others.

When we. are reading or reciting verfe,
there is a peculiar dificulty in miaking the
paufes jultly. The difficulty awifes from
the melody of verfe, which diQites to the

car paufes.or, refts of its own ; and to ad-.
juft and compound thefe properly with the
paufes of the fenfe, fo as neither to hure
the ear, noy offend the underftanding, is fo
yery nige.a matter, that it is no wpnder we
fo feldom meet with good readers ,of poe-
try. There arc two kinds of paufes thag
belong to the mufic of verfe; one s, the
paufe at the end of the line ; and the other,
the cefural paufe in the middle of it.
With regard to the paufe at the end of
the line, which marks that ftrain or verfe
to be finithed, rhyme renders this always
fenfible, and in fome meafurc compels us
to obferve it in our pronunciation, In
blank verfe, where there is a greater li-
berty permitted of running the lines intq
one another, fometimes without any fuf-
penfion in the fenfe, it has been madc a
queftion, Whether, in reading fuch verfe
with propriety, any rcgard at 4l fhould be
paid to the clofe of a line 2 On the flage,
where the appearance of fpeaking in veife
thould always be avoided, there can, I
think, be no doubt, that the clofe of fuch
lines as make no paufe in the fenfe, (hould
not be rendered perceptible to the ear.
But on other occations, this were impro-
per @ for what is the ule of melody, or for
what ¢nd has the poet compoied in veife,
if, in reading his lines, we fupprefs his
numbers ; and degrade them, by our pro-
nunciation, into mere profe? We ought,
therefore, certainly to read blank verfe fo
as to make every linc fenfible to the ear.
At the fame time, in doing lo, every ap-
pearance of fing-fong and tone muft be
carefully guarded againft. The clofe of
the line, where it makes no paufe in the
meaning, ought to he marked, not by fuch -
a tone as is ufed in finilhing a fentence,
but without either letting the voice fall ar
clevating it, it fhould be marked only by
fuch a flight fufpenfion of found, as may
diﬁinguiﬁl the paflage from one line to
anather, without injuring the meaning. °
"The othef kind of mulical paufe, is that
which falls fomewhere about the middle
of the verfe, and dividesit into two hemi-
flichs; a paufe, not fo great as that which
belongs to the clofe of the line, but Rill
fenfible to an ordinary ear. This, which
is called the cafural paufe, in the Frenc
heroic verfe falls uniformly in the middle
of the line, in the Englith, it may fall afiar
the 4th, 5th, 6th, or 7th fyllables in the
line, and no other. Where the yerfe is fo
conftruéted that this cafural paufe coin-
cides with the flighte®t paufe or digifion u& :
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the fenfe, the line ¢an be read eafily; as
in the two firlt verfes of Mr. Pope’s Mef-
fiah,

Ye nymphs of Solyma! begin the fong 3
To heavenly themes, fublimer ftians belong 3

But if it fhall happen that words, Which
have fuch a ftri® and intimate conneltion,
as not to hear even a momentary fepara-
tion, are divided from one another by this
cafural paufe, we then fecl a fort of flrug-
gle between the fenfe and the found,
which renders it diflicult to read fuch lines
gracefully.  The rule of proper pronun.
ciation in fuch cafes is, to regard only the
paufe which the fenfe forms; and to read
the line accordingly. 'The neglet of the
czfural paule may make the line found
fomewhat unharmonioufly ; but the effect
would be much worfe, if the fenfe were fa-
crificed to the found.  For inflance, in the
following line of Milton,

What i me 15 datk,
Ulumine ; what s low, raife and fupposts

The fenfe clearly diftates the paufe after
« jllumine,” at the end of the thiid fylla-
ble, which, in reading, ought to be made
accordingly; though, if the melody only
were to be regarded, « illumine’* fhould be
conne@ed with what follows, and the paufe
not made till the 4th or 6th fyllible. So
in the following line of Mr. Pope’s (Epiftle
to Dr. Arbuthnot) :

I6it, with fad cwvility I reads

‘The car plainly points out the cafural paufe
as falling after *« fad,” the 4th f{yllable.
But igfould be very bad reading to make
any paufe there, fo as to feparate ¢ fad”
and « civility,”” The fenfe admits of no
other paufe than after the fecond {yllable
« fir,” which therefore muft be the only
paufe made in the reading.

I proceed to treat next of T'ones in pro-
nunciation, which are different both from
emphafis and paufes; confifting in the mo-
dulation of the voice, the notes or varia-
tions of found which we employ in public
{gukin?g. How much ef the propriety, the

ree and grace of difcourfe, muftdepend on
thefe, will appear from this fingle confide-
ration; that to almoft every fentiment we
utter, more efpecially to every ftrong emo-
tion, nature hath adapted fome peculiartone
of voice; infomuch, that he who thould tell
avother that he was very angry, er much
grieved, in a tone which did not fait fuch

emotions, inftead of being belicved, would

.to aflume a new, ftudied

be laughed at. Sympathy is one of the
inoft powerful principles by which perfua-
five difcourfe works its effet. The fpeaker
endeavours to transfufe into his hearers his
own fentiments and emotions ; which he can
never be fuccefsful in doing, unlefs be ut-
ters them in fuch a manner as to convince
the hearers that he fecls them®. The pro-
per expreffion of tones, therefore, deferves
to be attentively ftudied by cvery one who
would be a fuccefsful orator.

The greateft and moft material inftruc-
tion which can be given for this purpofe is,
to form the tones o% public fpcaﬁing upon
the tones of fenfible and animated conver-
fation. We may obferve that cvery man,
when he is much in earneft in common dif-
covife, when he is engaged in {peaking on
fome fubjeét which interefts him nearly, has
an eloquent or perfuafive tone and manner.
What 15 the reafon of our being often fo
frigid and unperfuafive in public difc by .
bat our departing from the natural touc ut
freaking, and delivering ourfclves in an
affected, artificial manner? Nothing can be
moreabfurd than to imagine, that as foon as
onc mounts a pulpit, or rifesin a public af-
{embly, he is inftantly to lay afide the voice
with which he ggprefles himfelf in private;
e, and a ca-
dence altogether foreigneo his natural
manner. Thishasvitiated all delivery; this
has given rife to cant and tedious mono-
tony, in the different kinds of modern pub-
lic {peaking, efpecially in the pulpit. Mea
departed from nature ; and fought to give
a beauty or force, as they imagined, to their
difcourfe, by fubltituting <ertain ftudied
mufical tones, in the room of the genuine
expreflions of fentiment, which the voice
carrics in natural difcourfe.  Let every

* < All that palfes in the mind of man may be
¢ reduced to two <claffes, which I call, 1deas, and
¢ Emouons. By Ideas, I mean all thoughts
¢ which nife and pafs in fucceffion in the minds
¢ By Emotions, all exertions of the mind in ar-
¢ ranging, combining, and feparating is ideass
¢ as well as all the effe€ls produced on the mind
¢ jtfelf by thofe ideas, from the more violent
¢ agitation of the paffions, to the calmer feelings
¢ produced by the operation of the intelle® and
s the fancy. In fhort, thooght i; the objett of
“ the one, internal feeling of the other. That
« which ferves to exprefs the former, I call the
% Language of Ideas; and the latter, the Lan-
¢ guage of Emotions. Words arcthe figns of the
“ one, tones of the other. Wiihout the ufe
# of thefc two forts of language, it is ympoffible
# to commonicate through the ear all that paffes
¢ 4n the mind of man."

Susripax on the Art of Reading.

public
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ublic fpeaker guard againft this error.
hether he fpcaﬁ in a private room, or in
agreataflemb!y, let him remember that he
fuill fpeaks. Follow nature: confider how
fhe teaches you to utter any fentiment or
fecling of your heart. Imaginc a fubjeét of
debate ftarted in converfation among grave
and wife men, and yourfelf bearing a fhare
init. Think aftcr what manner, with what
tones and inflexionsof voice, you would on
fuch an occafion exprefs yourfelf, when you
were moft in carnctt, and fought moft tobe
liftened to. Carry thefe with you to the
bar, to the pulpit, or to any public affem-
bly; let thefe be the foundation of your
manner of pronouncing there; and you will
take the fureft method of rendering your
delivery both agreeable and perfuafive.

T have faid, Let thefe converfation tones
be the finudation of public pronunciation ;
for, on fome occafions, fclemn public fpeak-
ing requires them to be exalted beyond the
ftrain of common difcourfe. In a formal,
fludied oration, the elevation of the ftyle,
and the haimony of the fentences, prompt,
almoft neceflarily, a modulation of voice
more rounded, and bordering more upon
mufic,than converfation admits. Thisgives
rife to what is called, the Declaiming
Manner. Buj, though th® made of pro-
nunciation ruhl:on derably beyond ordi-
dinary difcourfe, yet ftill it mu have, for its
bafis, the natural tones of grave and dig-
nified converfation, I muit obferve, at the
jame time, that the conftant indulgence of
a declamatory manner, is not favourable
either to good compofition, or good deli-
very; and isin hazard of betraying public
fpeakersintothat monotony of tone and ca-

ence, which is fo generally complained of.
Whereas, he who foims the general run of
his delivery upon a fpeaking manner, is not
Iikely ever 10 become difagrecable through
monotony. Hewill have the fame natural
variety in his tones, which a peifon has in
converfation. Indeed,, the pcrfeﬂion of
delivery requires both#hefe ditferent man-
vers, that of fpeaking with livelinefs and
cafe,and that of declaiming with Ratelinefs
and dignity, to be pofieficd by one man;
and to be employed by him, according as
the different parts of his difcourfe require
either the one or the other, This isa per-
fection which i¥ not attained by many;
the greate(t partof public fpeakers allowing
their delivery to be formed altogether ac-
cidentally, according as fome turn of voice
appears to them moft beautiful, or fome
artifcial model hascaught their fancy; and
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acquiring, by this means, a habit of pro-
nunciation, which they can never vary,
But the capital diretion, which ought ne-
ver to be forgotten, is, to copy the proper
tones for exprefling every fentiment from
thofe which nature ditates tous, in conver-
fation With ozhers ; to fpeak always with
her voice; and not to form to ourfelves a
fantattic public manner, from an abfurd
fancy of its being more beautiful than a
natural one ¢,

It now remains to treat of Gefture, or
what is called A&ion in public difcourfe.
Some nations animate their words in com-
monconverfation, with many more motions
of the body than others do. I'he French
and the ltalians are, in this refpet, much
more {prightly than we. But there is no
nation, hardly any perfonfo phlegmatic, as
not to accompany their words with fome
altions and getticulations, on all cecafions,
when they are much in earncit. It is
thercfore unnatural in a public fpeaker, it
is inconfiftent with that earncitnefs and fc-
rioufnefs which he ought to fhew in all af-
fairs of moment, to remain quite unmoved
in his outward appearance; and to let the
woras drop from his movth, without any
expreflion of meaning, or warmth in his
gellure,

The fundamental rule as to propriety of
alion, is undoubtedly the fame with what
I gaveas to propriety of tone. Attend to
the looksand geftures, in which earneftnefs,
indignation, compaflion, or any other emo-
tion, difcovers itfelf to moft advantage in
the common irtercourfe of men; and let
thefe be your model.  Some of thefe looks
and geftures are common to all m§#; and
there are alfo certain pecaliarities of man-
ner which'diftinguifh every individual. A
public fpeakermuft take that manner which
is moft naturalto himfelf. For itis herejuft
as in tones. It is not the bufinefs of a
fpeaker to farm to himfelf a certain fet of
motions and geftures, which he thinks moft
becoming and agreeable, and to pradtife

* « Loguere,” (fays an author of the laft cen-
tury, who has written a Ticaufein Verfe, de
Geftu et Voce Oratoris)

»
¢ Loquere; hoe vitium commune, loquatur
« Ut nemo ; at tenfa declamiict omnia voce.

¢ Tu loguere, ut mos ¢ft hominum; Bodt & latrat

ille
¢ Jileululat § rudit hic sfari fi talia dignum eft) ;
¢ Non homisem vox ulla fonat ratione loyuene
)

Joaxses Lucas, de Geftu et Vace,
Lib, 11, Paris 169¢.
thefe



On Pronunciation, or Delivery,

thefe in_ public, without their having any
correfpondence to the manner which is na-
tural to him in private. His geftures and
motions ought all to carry that kind of ex-
preflion which nature has di&;ugd to him ;
and, unlefs this be the cafe, itis 1mpqﬂible,
by means of any ftudy, to avoid :heir ap-
pearing tiff and forced.

However, although nature muft‘ be the
ground-work, I admit that there is room
1n this matter for fome ftudy and art. For
many perfous are naturallv ungraceful in
the motions which they make ; and this un-
gracefulnefs mighe, in part at leaft, be re-
tormed by application and care. The
fludy of acton in public fpeaking, confifts
chiefly in guarding againft awkward and
difagreeable motions, and in learning to
perform fuch as are natural to the fpeaker,
in the moft becoming manner. For this
end, it has been advifed by writers on this
fubject, to pradife before a mirror, where
one may fee, and judge of his own geftures.
But I amafraid, perfons are not always the
belt judges of the gracefulnefs of their own
motions: and one may declaim long e-
nough before a mirror, without correéting
any of bis faults. The judgment of a
fricnd, whofe good tafte they can truft, will
be found of much greater advantage to be-
ginners, than any mirror they can ufe.
Wuth regard to particular rules concerning
altion and gefticulation, Quinétilian has de-
livered a great many, in the lalt chapter of
the r1th Book of his Inftitutions ; and all
the modern writers on this fubjet have done
litle elfe but tranflaze them. I am not of
opiniop, that fuch rules, delivercd either by
the voice or on paper, can be of much ufe,
unlefs perfons faw them exemplified before
their eyes »,

* The iew following hints only T fhall adven-
ture to throw out, in cafe they may be of wy fes-
vice. When fpeaking in public, one thould ftudy to
preferve as much dignity as poffible 1n the whole
attitude of the body. An erect pofture 15 gene-
1ally to be chofen: Randing firm, o 4s to la. e the
fulleﬂ and freeft command of 4l his motions ; any
inclisation whigh is ufed, fhoutd bo forwards to-
wards the hearers, whnch 1s a nataral expreffion of
earneftacls,  As for the countenance, the chief
Tule is, that ithould correfpond svith the nature
of the difcourfe, and whea no particuler emotion
1s expreffed, a ferious and manly look is always the
bett, The eyes thould never be fixed clofe on any
e nbjedl, but move eafily ruund the audience.
In the mutions made with the hands, confifts the
chicf part of geRure in fperking. The Ancients
€ondemned all motions performed by the left hand
alone ; buz 1 am not fenfible, that thefe are always
aflenfive, though it 11 nasural for the right hand to
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I fhall only add further on this head
that in order to fucceed well in delivery,
nothing is more neceffary than for a fpeaker
to guard againfta certain futter of {pirits,
which is peculiarly incident to thoie whe
begin to fpeak in public. He muft endea-
vour above all things to be recolleéted, and
mafter of himfelf. For this end, he will
find nothing of more ufe to him, than to
ftudy to become wholly engaged in his
fubject ; to be poffefled with a fenfe of its
importance or ferioufucts ; to be concerned
much more to perfuade than to pleafe. He
will generally pleafe- moft, when pleafing %
not his fole nor chict aim. "I'his 15 the only
rational and proper method of raifing one’s
felf above that timid and bafhful regard to
an audience, which is fo ready to difconcert
a fpeaker, both as to what he is to faw,
and as to his manner bf faying it.

1 cannot conclude, without an carneft
admonition to guard ugaiml all affe@ation,
which is the certain roin of good delivery,
Let your manncr, whatever it is, be your
own; ncither imitated from apother, nor
aflumed upon fome imaginary modcl, which
is unnatural to you., Whatever is native,
cven though accompanicd with feveral de-
feds, yet 15 likely to pleafe; becaufe it
fhows us a man; becaufe it has the ap-
pearance of coming from the heart,
Whereas, a delivery attended with feveral
ac?uired graces and beauties, if it be not
caly and free, if it betray the marks of art
and affe&ation, never fails to difguft. ‘T'o
attain any extremely corredt, and perfeétly
graceful delivery, is what few can expe@’;
fo many natural talents being requifite to
concur in forming it. But to attain, what
as to the effett is very little inferior, a for-
cible and perfuafive manner, is within the

be more frequently employed.  Warm emotions
demand the motion of both bands cortefpondine
togethers  But whether one gefticulates with one
of with hoth hands, it 1s an important rule, that
all Ius motions thould be free and caly.  Narrow
and ftratencd movements are generally ungiace-
ful; for which reafon, motions made with the
hands are dire€bed to procerd from the thoulder,
rather than from the clbow. Perpeadicular
mavements too with the hands, that 1., 1 the
fteaight Line up and down, which Shakefpeare, 1n
Hamlet, calls, % {awing the aic with the hand,”
are feldom good. Oblique motions are, 13 general,
the moft graceful. Too fudden and nimble nw-
tions fhould be likewife avoided. Earneftnefs cau
be fully expreffed without them. Shkefpeas’s
dire€tions on this head, aze (ull of gocd feile ;
¢ ufe all gently,” fays Liz, ““ aud in the very tore
“ rent and tempeft of paflion, acqure 3 empe-
# gance that may give it imoutiite s, '

power
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ﬁwer of moft perfons; if they will only un-
rn falfe and corrupt habits ; if they will
allow themfelves to follow nature, and will
fﬂcak in public, as they do in private, when
they fpeak in earncft, and from the heart.
If one has natarally any grofs defecs in his
voice or geltures, he begins at the wrong
end, if he attempts at reforming them only
when he is to {peak in public: he fhould
begin with refifying them in his private
manner of fpeaking; and then carry to the
public the right habit he has formed.  For
when a fpeaker is engaged in a public dif-
wurfe, he thould not b then employing his
attention about his manner, or thinking
of his tones and his geftures. If he be fo
employed, ftudy and affe@tation will ap-
pear. He ought to be then quite in carneft;
wholly occupied with his fuhjedt and his
fentiments: leavingenature, and previoully
formed habits, to prompt and fuggeit his
mannesr of delivery.

R ——

1L

Means of improving in Eloquetce.

I have now treated fully of the different
Xinds of public fpeaking, of the compofi-
tion, and of the delivery of a difcourfe.
Before I finith this fubjedt, it may be of ufe
to fuggelt fome things concerning the pro-

relt mcans of improvement in the art of
public’ fpeaking, and the moft neceffary
fudies for that purpofe.

"T'o be an eloquent fpeaker, in the proper
fenfe of the word, is gr from being either
& common or an ealy attainment. _Indeed,
to compofe a florid harangue on fome po-
pular topic, and to deliver it fo as to amufe
an audicnce, is a matter not very difficult.
But though fome praife be due to this, yet
the idea, which I have endeavoured to give
of eloquence, is much higher. ltisa great
exertion of the human powers. It is the
art of being perfuafive and commanding ;
the art, not of pleafing the fancy mesely,
but of fpeaking%oth to the underRanding
and +o the heart; of 'mterei\iug the hearers
in fuch a degree,asto feize and carry them
along with us; and to leave them with a
deep and [tron imprefion of what they
have heard. How many talents, natural
and acquired, muft concur for carrying this
to perfection ! A ftrong, lively, and warm
imagination 3nick {enfibility of heart,
joined with folid judgment, good fenfe, and
prefegge of mind; all improved by great
and long attention to ftyle and compofition;

i INTRODUCTION.

and fupported alfo by the exterior, yeg im~
portant qualifications, of a graceful man.
ner, a prefence not ungainly, and a fulland
tuncable voice,  How little reafon to won-
der, that a perfe@ and accomplithed orator
fhould be one of the charalers that is moft
rarely to be found! :

Let us not defpair, however. Between
mediocrity and perfection there is a very
wide interval. ‘There are many interme-
diate fpacer, which may be filled up with
honour; and the more rare and difficult
that complete perfeion is, the greater is
the honour of approaching to ir, though we
do not fully attain it. The number of
orators who ftand in the higheft clafs is,
perhaps, fmaller than the number of poets
who are foremoft in poctic fame; but the
ftudy of oratory has this advantage above
that of poetry, that, in poctry, one muft be
an cminently good pertormer, or he is not
fupportable ;

—— Mediociibus effe poétie

Non homines, non Di, non conceflére co-

lumne *.

In Eloquence this does not hold. There
one may poflefs a modrrate ftation with
dignity. Eloquence admits of a preat
many different forms; plain and fimple,
as well as high and pathetic ; and a genius
that cannot reach the latter, may fhine
with much rcputation and ufefulnefs in
the former.

Whether nature or art contribute moft to
form an orator, is a trifling enquiry. Inall
attainments whatever, nature mauft be the
prime agent. She muft beftow the origi-
nal talents. She muft fow the feeds; but
culture is requifite for bringing thofe feeds
to perfettion. Nature mult always have
done fomewhat; buta great deal will always
be left to be done by art.  This is certain,
that ftudy and difcipline are more neceflary
for the improvement of natural genius in
oratory, than they are in poetry, What I
mean 1s, that though poetry be capable of
tcceivinialﬁﬂancc from critical art, yet a
poet, without any aid from art, by the force
of genius alone, can rife higher than a pub-
lic fpeaker can do, who has never given at-
tention to the rules of ftyle, compofition,
and delivery, Homer formed himfelf; De-
molthenes and Cicero were formed bzmxx
help of much labour, and of many
ances derived from the labour of others.

* For God and man, and lettered pott doniesy
That poets ever are of middling fige.
i



- O Pronunciationyor-Delivery.-

After thefe preliminary obfervations, let

s proceed to the main defign of this lec-

tdre; to treat of the means to be ufed for
{mprovement in eloquence. .

n the firlt place, what ftands higheft in
the order of meaps, is'perfonal charaéter
and difpofition. Inorder to be a truly elo-
quent or perfuafive fpeaker, nothing is
more neceflary than to be a virtlous man.
"This was a favourite pofition among the
ancient rhetoricians: * Non pofle oratorem
« cffe nifi virom bonam.” o find any
fuch tonneQion between virtue and one of
the higheftliberal arts, muft give pleafure;;
and it can, 1 think, be clearly fhewn, that
this is not a mere topic of declamation, but
that the connetion here alledged, is un-
doubtedly founded in truth and reafon.

For, confiler firfl, Whether any thing
contributes more to perfuafion, than the opi-
nionwhichweentertain ofthe probity,difin-
tereflednefs, candour, and other good moral
qualities of the perfon who endeavours to
perfuade? Thefe give weight and force to
cvery thing which he utfers; nay, they add
a beauty toit; they difpofe us to liften with
attention and glcalurc; and create a fecret
partiality in favour of that fide which he
efpoufes.  Whereas, if we entertain a fuf-
picion of craft and difingenuity, of a cor-
rupt, or a bafe mind, in the fpeaker, his
cloquence lofes all its real effeét, [t may
entertain and amafe; but it is viewed as
artifice,as trick, as the play only of fpecch;
and, viewed in this light, whom can it per-
{vade? We even read a book with more
pleafure, when we think favourably of its
author; but when we have the living fpeok-
er before our eyes, addrefling us peiforaily
on fome fubjed of impartance, the opinion
we entertain of his charalter muft have a
much more powerful effeé,

But, left it thould be faid, that this refatcs
only to the charader of virtue, which one
may-maintain, without being at bottom a
truly worthy man, | mat obterve farther,
that, befides the weight which it adds to
charalter, real virtue operates alfo in other
ways, to theadvastage of eloquence.

Firt, Mothing is fo favourable as virtue
to the profecution of honourable ftudies, It
prompts a gencrous emulation to excel ; it
thures to induitry ; it leaves the mind va-
cant and free, mafter of itfelf, difencum-
bered of thofe bad paffions, and difengaged
from thofe mean purfuits, which have ever
been found the greateft enemics to true
proficiency. Quinétilian has touched this
Pnﬁdpratxonb very properly: ¢ Quod fi
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agrorum nimia cura, et {ollicitior rei fa-
miliaris diligentia, et venandi voluptas,
et dati fpectaculis dies, multum fludiis
auferunt, quid putamus faéturas cupidi-
tatem, avaritiam, invidiam? Nihil enim
eft tam occupatum, tam multiforme, tot
ac tam variis affectiBus concifum, atque
laceratum, quam mala ac improba mens.
Quis inter hiec, literis, aut ulli bona
art, locus? Non hercle magis quam
fiugibus, in terra fentibus ac rubis oc-
“ cupata®,’”

But, befides this confideration, there is
another of ftill higher importance, though
I am not fure of 1ts being attended to as
much as it deferves 3 namely, that from the
fountain of real and genvine virtae, are
drawn thole fentiments which will ever be
molt powerful in affeting the hearts of
others. Bad as the world 1s, pothing has
fo great and univerfal a command over the
minds of men as virtue.  No kind of lan-
guage is fo generally underftood, and fo
powerfully felt, as the native language of
worthy and virtuous feclings. He only,
therefore, who poflefles thefe fulland ftron 2
can fpeak properly, and it its own lan-
guage, to the heart.  On all great fubjects
and occafions, there is a dignity, there is
an energy in noble fentiments, which is
overcoming and irrefittible. They give
anardour and a flame to one’s difcourfe,
which feldom fails to kindle a like flame in
thofe who hear; and which, more fan any
cther caufe, beftows on eloquence that
power, for which itis famed, of feizing
and tanfporting an audience. Here art
and imitation will notavail,  An aflumed
charafter conveys nothing-of this powerful
warmth. Itisonly a native and unaffcéted
glow of feeling, which can tranfmit the
emotion to others. Hence the mott re-
nowned orators, fuch as Cicero and De-
mofthenes, were no lefs diftinguithed for
fome of the high virtues, as public fpirit and
zeal for their country, than foreloquence.
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* ¢ Jf the management of an eftate, if anxious
attention to domeftic economy, a paflion for
hunting, or whole days given up ta public
places apd amufements, confume fo nnich time
that ss due to ftudy, how much greater waite
muft be cccafioned by hicentivus defires, avanice,
or envy | Nothing 1s fo much hurtied and agse
« rated, fo contradiftory to itfelf, or fo violentiy
¢ torn and fhattered by confliQing paffions, a3 3
¢ bad beart, Amidft the diftradtions which it
¢ produces, what room s left for the cultivatioa
“ of letters, or the purfuit of any Lopourable art ?
¢ No more, alfuredly, thanthere is for the growth
* of corn in a field that is over-run wigh thorns
# and brambles.”
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Beyond doubt, to thefe virtues their clo-
quence owed much of its effeét ; and thofe
orations of theirs, in which there breathes
moft of the virtuous and magnanimous fpi-
rit, are thofe which have moft attracted the
admiration of ages

Notbing, therefore, is more neceffary for
thofe who would excelin any of the higher
kinds of oratory, than to cultivate habits of
the feveral virtues, and to refine and im-
prove all their moral feelings. Whenever
thefe become dead, or callous, they may
be affared, that on cvery great occafion,
they will fpeak with lefs power, and lefs
fuccefs. 'The fentiments and difpofitions
particulasly requifite for them to cultivate,
are the following ; the love of juftice and
o:der,and indigmtioti\t infolence and op-

reflion ; the love of honefty and truth, and
Sctcﬂation of fraud, meannefs, and cor-
ruption ; magnanimity of fpirit; the love
of liberty, of their country and the public ;
zeal for all great and noble defigns, and
reverence for all worthy and heroic cha-
sacters, A cold and feeptical turn of mind
is extremely adverfe to eloquence ; and no
lefs fo, is that cavilling difpofition which
takes pleafure indepreciating whatis great,
and ridiculing what is generally admired.

INTRODUGTION.

Suek a difpofition befpeaks one not very
likely to excel in any thing; but leatt of
all in oratory. A true orator fhould be 2
perfon of generous fentiments, of warm
feelings, and of 2 mind tarned towards the
admiration of all thofe great and high ob-
jeéts which mankind are naturally formed
toadmire. Joined with the manly virtaes,
he fhould, at the fame time, poflefs ftrong
and tender fenfibility to all the injuries,
diftreftes, and forrows, of his fellow-crea-
tures; a heart that can eafily relent; that
can readily enter into the circumftances of
others, and can make their cafe his own.
A proper mixture of courage, and of mo-
defty, muft alfo be ftudied by every public
fpeaker. Modelty is eflential; it is al-
ways, and jultly, {uppofed to be a conco-
mitant of merit; and every appearance of
it is winning and prepoflefing. But mo-
defty ought not te run into exceflive timi-
dity. Every public fpeaker fhould be able
to reft fomewhat on himfelf; and to afflume
that air, not of felf-complacency, but of
firmnefs, which befpeaks a confcioufnefs of
his being thoroughly perfuaded of the truth
or juftice, of what he delivers; a circum-
ftance of no fmall confequence for making
impreflion on thofe who hear,
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EFLEGANT EXTRAGTS
IN PROSE,

BOOK THE FIRST.

MORAL AND

RELIGIOUS.

§ 1. The Vifion of Mirza, exhibiting a Pic-
sure of Human Life.

ON the fifth day of the moon, which,

according to the cultom of my
forefathers, 1 always keep holy,
after having wathed myfelf, and offered
up my marning devotions, 1 afcended the

Jugh kills of Bagdat, in order to pafs the

ret of the day in meditation and prayer.

s I was here airing myfelf on the tops of

the mountains, I fell into a profound con-

templation on the vanity of human life;
and pafling from oge thought to another,

Surely, fud I, man'is but a fhadow, and

life a dream.  Whillt | was thus mufing, I

caft my eyes towards the fummit of a rock

that was not far from me, where I difco-
vered one in the habit of a fhepherd, with
alittle mufical infrument in his hand.  As

I looked upon him, he applicd it to his lips,

and began'to play upon it. The found of it

was exceeding {weet, and wrought into a

variety of tunes that were incxpreflibly me-

lodious, and altogether different from any
thing I had ever heard: they put me in
mind of thole heavenly airs that are played
tothedeparted fouls o{ good menupon their

firlt arrival in Paradife, to wear out the im-
reflions of the laft agonics,
hem for the pleafures of that happy place.

y heart melted away in fecret raptures.

' T had been often told, that the rock be-
ore me was the haunt of a genius; and
hat feveral hal becn entertained with that
nufic, who had pafled by it, but ricver
card that the mufician had befoge made
Wmfelf vifible, When he had raifed my
P“"‘&h% by thofe tranfporting ai's which

and qualify

. to its confummation.

he played, to tafte the pleafures of his con~
verfation, as I looked upon him like one
aftonithed, he beckoned to me, and, by the
waving of his hand, dire®ed me to ap-
proach the place where he fat. I drew near
with that reverence which is due to a fupe-
rior naturc; and as my heart was entirely
fubdued by the captivating ftrains I .had
heard, I fell down at his fect, and wept.
The genius {miled upon me with a look of
compaflion and affability that familiarized
him to my imagination, and at once dif-
pelled all the fears and apprehenfions with
which L. approached him. He lifted me
from the ground, and taking me by the
hand, Mirza, faid he, | have heard thee in
thy foliloquies; follow me.

He then led me to the higheft pinnacle
of the rock, and placing me on the top of
it, Calt thy cyes ealtward, faid he, and tell
me what thou feeft. I fee, faid 1, a hugs
valley, and a prodigious tide of water rols
ling through it. Tie valley that thou feeft,
faid he, is the vale of mifery; and the tide
of water that thou feeft, is part ofthe greac
tide of cternity, What is the rendn faid
I, that the tide I fee rifes out 0 = shick
mift at one end, and again lofes itfelfin a
thick mitt at the other? What thou feeft,
faid be, is that portion of ¢ternity which is
called Time, meafured out by the fun, and
reaching from the beginning of the world
Examine now, faid
he, this fea, that is bounded with darknefs
at both ends, and tell me what thou difco-
veret init. I fee a bridge, faid I, Rand-
ing in the midft of the tide, The bridge
thou feeft, faid he, is human life; confider .
it attentively. Upon 2 more leifurely fur-
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vey of it, I found that S o S
fcore and ten entire arches, with feveral
broken arclics, which, added to thofe that
were entire, made up the number about an
bondred.  As I was counting the arches,
the genius told me that this bridge confift -
ed at fi.1t of a thoufand aiches; butthat a
ﬁrcat flood fwept away the reft, and left the

ridge in the ramous condition [ now be-
held it: but tell me fuither, f4id he, what
thou difcoverett on it. T fee multitudes of
people pafing over it, faid I, and a black
cloud hanging on cach end of it. As 1
look«d more attentively, [ faw feveral of
the paffengers dropping thiough the biidge
into the great tide that ﬂowck urderneath
ity and upou further evamination, pei-
ceived there were innumerable uap-deors
that lay concealed in the iidge, which
the paffengeis no feoner trod upom, but
they fell through tham intp the tide, and
inmediately difappeared.  Thele hidden
pr-fulls were fet very thick at the en-
trance of the bridge, fo that thiongs of
peeple no fooner brohe through the
cloud, but many of them fell into them.
They grew thinner towards the middle,
bat muliplied ad lay clefer together
towards the end of the arches that were
entire,

There were indecd fome peifons, but
their number was very fmall, that conti-
nued a kind of hohbling march on the
bioken arches, but fell through one afier
another, being quite ti.ed and fpent with
fo long-a wal?(. i ’

I pafied fome time in the contempla-
tion of this wonderful itru@ure, and the
préat variety of objedts which it prefented.

ly heart was filled with a deep melan-
choly, tofee feveral diopping unexpectedly
in the midtt of mirthand jollty, and catch-
ing at cverv thing that ftood by them, to
fave themfelves,  Some were looking u
towards the heavens in a thoughtful pot-
ture, and, in the midd of a fpcculation,
flumbled and fell outof fight.  Multitudes
were very buly a the purfuit of bubbles,
that glticred 1n thei eyes, and danced b--
fore them; but often, when they thaught
themiclves within the 1each of them, their
footing fuiled, and down thev funk. In
this confufion of oljects, I obferved iome
with feimitars in their hands, and others
wita wrinals, who ran 1o and fre upon the
bridge, thrufling feveral perfons on tiap-
doois which did not jzem to lic in their
way, and which they might have eleaped

they not been thus forced npon them.

. s

The gén ERIAR, z me indulge myfelf
in this melancholy profpect, told me I
had dwdt long enough upon it: Take
thine eyes off the bridge, {uid he, and telt
me if thou {eeft any thing thou doft not
comprchend,  Upon looking up, What
mean, fuid I, thofe great flights of birds
that are perpetually hovering about the
bridge, aud fettling upon it from time to
time? [ fee valtares, harpies, ravens, cor-
moiants, and, among many other feathered
creatures, feveral little winged boys, that
perch in great numbers upon the middle
arches.  Thefe, faid the genius, are cnvy,
avarice, fuperflition, defpair, love, with
the like cares and paffions that iafeft hu-
man lite.

I here fetched a deep figh: Alas, faid I,
man was made in vain! how is he given
away to mifery and moutality ! tortured in
life, and fwallowed up in death! The
genius being moved with eompaflion to-
wards me, bid me quit fo uncom!ortable a
profpe&.  Look no more, faid he, on man
1n the firfl flage of his exafterce, in bis fet-
ting out for cternity : but cut thine eye
on that thick mift into which the tule beats
the feveral generations of mortals the fall
intoit, I dirceted my fighe as Ewas or-
dered, and (whether or no the good genius
ftrenpthened it with any fupernatural torce,
or diflipated part of the mift that was be-
fore too thick for the eve to penctrate) [
faw the valley opening at the farther end,
and {preading forth into 2n immenfe ocean,
that had a huge rock of adamaut running
through the midit of 1t, and dividing 1t
into two cqual parts. The clouds fill
reficd en one half of it, infomuch that I
could difzover nothing in it: but the other
appeared to me a valt ocean, planted with
invumerable iflands, that were covered
with fruits and flowers, and interwoven
with a thoufand little fhining feas that
ran among them. I could {ee perfons dref-
fed in glorious habits, with garlands upon
their heads, pafiing among the trees, lyng
down by the fides of fountains, or reiting
on beds of flowers; and could hear a con-
fufed harmony of fisging birds, fallhng
waters, human voices, and mufical inftru-
ments. Gladnefs grew in me at the dif-
covery of fo delightful a fcene. I withed
for the wings of an eagle, that Imiﬁht fly
away to thofe happy feats; but the ge-
nius told me there was no paflage to them,
cwert through the pates of death that
L iaw openirg every moment upon the
bridge. The ifiands, fid he, that le

. fo
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fo freth and green before thee, and with
which the whole face of the ocean appears
fpotted as far as thou canft fee, are more
in number than the fands on the fea-fhore ;
there are myriads of iflands behind thofe
which thou here difcovereft, reaching fur-
ther than thine eye, or even thine imagi-
nation, can extend itfelf. Thefe are the
manfions of good men after death, who,
according to the degree and kinds of vir-
tue in which they excelled, are diftributed
among thefe feveral iflands, which abound
with pleafures of different kinds and de-
grees, {uitable to the relithes and perfec-
tions of thofe who are fettled in them;
everyifland is a paradife accommodated to
its refpedtive inhabitants.  Are not thefe,
O Mirza, habitations worth contending
for? Daes life appear miferable, that gives
thec opportunities of earning fuch a re-
ward? [s dcath to be fcared, that will
convey thee to fo happy an exiftence?
'Think not man was made in vain, who
has fuch an ciernity referved for him.~I
gazed with inexpreflible pleafure on thefe
happy ilinds, At length,faid I, Shew me
now, | befeech thee, the fecrets that lie
bid under thofz dark clouds, which cover
the ocean on the other fide of the rock of
adumant. ‘The genius making me no an-
fuer, 1 rarned about to addrefs myfelf to
iim a fecond time, but I found that he had
lett me: I then turned again to the vifion
which [ had bezn o long contemplating ;
but inftead of the rolling tide, the arched
bridge, and the happy iflands, I faw no-
thing but the long hollow valley of Bagdar,
Aith oxen, fheep, and camels, grazing upon
he fides of it, Spediators

§ 2. The Foyage of Lifz; an Allegory.

¢ Life, fays Seneca, “is a voyage, in
he progrefs of which we are perpetually
shanging our feenes: we firft leave child-
100d behind us, then youth, then the years
of ripened manhood, then the better or
nore pleafing part of old age.’—The pe-
ufal of chis paflage having excited in me a
rain of refleions op the ftate of man, the
nceflant flu€tuation of his withes, the gra-
lualchange of his difpofition to all external
bjects, and the thoughtlefsnefs with which
1¢ floats along the ftream of time, [ funk
nto a flumber amidft my meditations, and,
0 a fudden, found my ears filled with the
umult of Iabour, the ihouts of alacrity, the
heieks of alarm, the whiftle of winds, and
he dath cf waters,
‘} My afionithment for a time reprefled

AND RELIGIOUS. 3

my curiofity; but foon recovering myfelf
fo far as to enquire whither we were going,
and what was the caufe of fuch clamour
and confufion; 1 was told that they were
lnunching out into the ocean of Life; that
we had already pafled the ‘ftreights of In~
faney, in which multitudes had perithed,
fome by the weaknefs and fragility of their
veflels, and more by the folly, perverfenefs,
or negligence of thofc who undertook to
fteer them; and that we were now on the
main fea, abandoned to the winds and bil«
lows, without any other means of fecurity
than the care of the pilot, whom it was al-
ways in our power to chufe, among great
numbers that offeied their direction and
aflitance.

I then looked round withanxious cager-
nefs; and, firlt turning my ecyes behind
me, faw a ftream flowing through flowery
iflands, which every onc that failed along
feemed to behold with pleafure; but no
fooncr touched, than the current, which,
though not noify or turbulent, was yet ir-
refiftible, bore him away. Beyond thefe
iflands, all was darkacfs; nor could any of
the paflengers defcribe the fhore at which
he firlt embarked.

Before me, and on cither fide was an
expanfe of waters violently agitated, and
covered with fo thick a mift, that the moft
perfpicacious eyes could fee but alittle way.
It appeared to be full of rocks and whirl.
pools, for many funk unexpe&edly while
they were courting the gale with 1 fails,
and infulting thofe whom they had left be-
hind. Sonumerous, indeed, were the dan-~
gers, and fo thick the darknefs, that no
caution could confer fecurity. Yet there
were many, who, by falfe intelligence, be-
trayed their followers into whirlpools, er
by violence pufhed thofe whom they found
in their way againft the rocks,

The current was invariable and infur-
mountable; but though it was impoffible to
fail againft it, or to return tothe place that
was once pafled, yet it was not fo violent
as to allew no opportunities for dexterity
or courage, fince, though none could re-
treat back from danger, yet they migit
often avoid it by oblique dire&tion.

It was, however, not very common to
fteer with much care or prudence; for, by
fome univerfal infatvation, every man ap-

ared to think himfelf fafe, though he faw

is conforts every moment finking round

him; and no fooner had the waves ¢lofed

over them, than their fate and their mif-

condust were forgotten; the voyage was
B2 pus
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purfued with the fume jecund confidence;
tvery man congratulated himfelf upon the
foundnefs of his veflel, and believed him-
felf ablc to ftem the whirlpool in which his
friend was fwallowed, or glide over the
rocks an which he was dathed : norwas it
often obferved that the fight of a wreck
made any man change his courfe; if he
turned afide for a moment, he foon forgot
the rudder, and left himfelf again to the
difpofal of chance.

This negligence did not proceed from
indifference, or from wearinefs of their pie-
fent condition; for not onc of thofe who
thus ruthed upon deftiudtion failed, when
he was finking, to call loudly upon his af-
fociates for that help which could not now
be given him: and many fpent their lait
moments in cautioning others againt the
folly by which they were intercepted in the
mid(t df their courfe.  Their benevolence
was fometimes praifed, but their 2dmoni-
tions were 8nregarded.

The veffels in which we had embarked,
being confefledly unequal to the tarbulence
of the ftream of life, were viiibly impaired
in the comfe of the voyage, fo that every
paffenger was certain, that how long fo-
ever he might, by favourable accidents, or
by inceflant vigilance, be preferved, he
muft fink a laft,

"This neceflity of petithing might have
been expeted to fadden the gay, and in-
timidate the daring, at leait to keep the
melancholy and timorous in perpctual tor-
ments, and hinder them fiom any enjoy-
ment of the ' varieties and gratifications
which nature offered them as the folace of
their laboursj yet in effe® nore feemed
lefs to expett deftruttion than thofe to
whom it was moft dreadful; they all had
the art of corcealing their danger from
themfelves; and thole who kaew their in.
ability to bear the fight of the terrors that
embarraffedetheir way, took care never to
look' forward, but found fomne amufemert
of the prefcat moment, and generally en-
tertained thenilelves by playing with Lope,
wha was the conitant allociate of the voy-
ause of Life,

Vet all that Hope ventured to promife,
cven to thofe whom fhe favourcd malt,
wis, not that they thould efcape, but that
they fhould fink laft; and with this pro.
mife every cne was fatefied, though he
laughed at the reit for feeming to believe
1. Hope, indecd, apparently mocked the
«adulity of her companions; for, in pro-
wuidon as their vetlels grew leaky, ihe

redoubled her aflurances of fafety; and
‘none were more bufy in making provifions
for a long voyage, than they whom all
but themfelves faw likely to perifh foon by
irreparable decay. :

In the midit of the current of Life, was
the gulph of Intemperance, a dreadful
whirlpool, interfperfed with rocks, of
which the pointed crags were concealed
under water, and the tops covered with
herbage, on which Eafe fpread couches
of repofe; and with fhades, where Plea-
fure warbled the fong of invitation. With-
in fight of thefe rocks, all who failed on
the ocean of Life muft neceffarily pafs.
Reafon indeed was always at hand to fteer
the paflengers through a narrow outlet, by
which they might efcape; but very few
could, by her entreaties or remonftrances,
be induced to put the rudder into her hand,
without ftipulating that the fhould approach
fo near unto the rocks of Pleafure, that
they might folace themfelves with a fhort
enjoyment of that delicious cegion, after
which they always determined to purfue
their courfe without any other deviation,

Reafou v.as too of.en prevailed upon fo
far by thefe promifes, as to venture her
charge within the eddy of the gulph of In-
temperance, where, indeed, the circumvo-
lution was weak, but yet intcrrupted the
courfe of the veflel, and drew it, by infen-
fible rotations, towards the centre. She
then repented her temerity, and with all
her force endeavoured to retreat; but the
draught of the gulph was generally too
firong to be overcome: and the paflenger,
having danced in circles with a pleafing
and giddy velocity, was atlalt overwhelm-
ed and loft. ‘Thofe few whom Reafon was
able to extricate, generally fuffered fo
many fhocks upon the points which fhot
out from the rocks of Pleaiure, that they.
were unable to continue their courfe with
the fame firergth and facility as befoe,
but fleated along timoroufly and fecbly,
endangered by every breeze, and thatteied
by cvery ruffie of the water, till they funk,
Ly flow degrecs, after long, ftruggles, and
innumerable expedients, always repining ag
their own folly, and warning others againft
the firlt approach of the gulph of Intem-
perance.

There were artifls who profefled to re-
pair the breaches and flop the leaks of the
vetlels which had been fhattered. on the
rocks of Pleafure. Many appeazed to
have great confidence in their thalt, and,
jome, indeed, were prglerved by it ‘r'm

' Q finking,

)
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'fuking, who had reccived on'y a fingle
blow: but I remarked, that few veflels
'lafted long which had becr much repairel,
nar was it found that the artifts themfelves
"continued afloat longer than thofe who had
leat of their affiltance.

The only advantage which, in the vayage
of Life, the cautious had above the neg-
lizent, was, that they funk later, and more
fuddvnly; for they pafled forward ull they
had fometimes feen all thofe in whofe com-

any they had iffued from the ftreights of
fnf.mcy, perifh in the way, and at Lt
were overfet by a crofs breeze, without
the toil of refitance, or the anguith of ex-
‘petation.  But fuch as had often fallen
againit the rocks of Pleafurc, commonly
fubfided by fenfible degrees, contended long
with the encroaching waters, and harafled
themfelves by labours that fcarce Hope
herfelf could fatter with {uccels.
© As [ was looking upon the various fate
of the multitude about me, 1 was fuddenly
alarmed with an admonjtion from fome
unknown power, ¢ Gaze not idly upon
others when  thoy thyfelf art finking.
Waence 15 this thoughtle(s tranquillity,
wh:n thou and they are equally endan-
g:red?” [ looked, and fecing the gulph
of Intemperance betore me, Rarted and
awaked. Rambler.

§ 3. The J-wrney of a4 Day, a Pidture o
. Haman Life; l/{: Story {/ Obidah. 4
| Obidah, the fon of Abenfina, left the
iravanfera early in the morning,and pur-
ted his journey through the plains ofPIn-
dtan. He was freth and vigorous with
"!; he wus animated with hope; he was
cited by d-fire; he walked fwifily for-
ard over the vallies, and faw the hills
-adually rifing before hun.  As he paffed
ong, his cars were delighted with the
orning fong of the bird of paradife, he
as faoned by the lat futters of the fink-
g breeze, and (prinkled with dew by
‘oves of fpices; he fometimes contem-
ated the towering height of the oak, ino-
irch of the hills; and fom:times caught
e gentle fragrance of the primrofe, cldeft
tughter of the fpring : all his fenfes were
fauficd, and all care was banithed from
ie heart,
Thushe went on'till the fun approached
meridian, and the increafing heat prey-~
upon his ftrength; he then looked
nd about him for fome more comma-
3 path, . He faw, on his right hand,
tove that femied to wave its thades as
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a fign of invitation; he eatered it, and
found the coolnefs and verdure irrchitibly
pleafant. He did not however, forget
whither he was travelling, but found a
narrow way bordered with flowers, which
appeared to have the fame dire@tion with
the main road, and was pleafed that, by
this happy experiment, he had found means
to unite pleafure with bufinefs, and to gain
the rewards of diligence, without fufferin
its fatigues.  He, therefore, itill continue
to walk for a time, without the leaft re-
miflion of his ardour, except that he was
fometimes tempted to flop by the mufic of
the birds, whom the heat had aflembled in
the fhade, and fometimes ampfed himfelf
with plucking the flowers thatcovercd the
banks on either fide, or the fruits that
hung upon the branches. At laft the green
path began to decline from its firlt ten.
dency, and to wind among hills and thick-
ets, cooled with fountains, and murmur-
ing with water.falls, Here Obidah paufed
for a time, and began to confider whether
it were longer fafe to forfake the known
and common track; but remembering that
the heat was now in its greateft violence,
and that the plain was duity and uncven, he
refolved to purfue the new path, which he
fuppofcd only to make a few meanders, in
compliance with the varicties of theground,
and to end at laft in thc common road.
Hayving thus calmed his folicitude, he
rencwed his pace, though he fufpected that
he was oot gaining ground.  This uncafi-
nefs of his mind inclined him to lay hold
on every new obje&, and give way to
every fenfation that might footh or divert
him. He litened to every echo, he mount-
ed every hill for a frefh profpeét, he turn-
ed afide to every cafcade, and pleafed him.
felf with tracing the courfe of a gentle ri-
ver that rolled among the trees, and wa-
tered a Jarge region with innumerable cir-
cumvolutions. In thefe amufements the
hours paffed away uncounted, his devia-
tions had perplexed his memory, and he
knew not towards what point to travel,
He ftood penfive and contufed, afraid to
go forward left he fhoald go wrong, yet
confcious that the time of loitering was
nowpait. While he wasthus tortured with
sncertainty, the fky was overipread with
clouds, the day vanithed from before him,
and 3 fudden tewpeft gathered round his
head, He was now roufed by his danger,
to a quick and painful remembrance of his
folly ; he now faw how happinefs is lotty
when eafe is confulted; he lamcated the
B3 unmanty



6 "ELEGANT EXTRACTS IN PROSE.

unmanly impatience that prompted him to
feek fhelter in the grove, and defpifed the
petty curiofity that led him on from trifle
to trifle.  While he was thus refle&ting, the
air grew blacker, and a clip of thunder
broke his meditation,

He now refolved to do what remained
yetin his power ; to tread back the ground
which he had pafled, and try to find fome
iflue where the wood might open into the
plain. He profirated aim{clf on the ground,
and commended his life to the Lord cf
nature.  He rofe with confidence and tran-
quillity, and preffcd on with his fabre in his
hand, for the beafts of the defert were in
sotion, and on every hand weie heard the
mingled howls of rage and fear, and ra-
vage and expiration; all the horrors of
darknefs and folitude furrcunded him; the
winds roared in the woods, and the torrents
tumbled from the hills.

Work'd ato (udden rage by wint'ry fhow'rs,
Town the fteep hill the roaring torrent pours;
The mountain fhepherd heais the diftant noire.

Thus forlorn and diftrefled, he wander-
ed through the wild, without knowing
whither he was going, or whether he was
every moment drawing ncarer to {afety or
to deftruction. At length, not fear, but
Jabour, began to overcome him; his breath

rew fhort, and his knees trembled, and
ﬁe was on the point of lying down in re-
fignation to his fate, when he bcheld
thyvough the biambles the glimmer of a
taper. He advanced towards the light,
and finding that it procceded from the
cottage of a hermit, he called humbly at
the door, and obtained admiffion.  'I'he old
man fet before him fuch provifions as he
had colle@ed for himfelf, on which Obidah
fed with cagearnefs and gratitude.

When the repalt was over, ¢ Tell me,’
faid the hermit, < by what chance thou hatt
been "braught hither; | have been now
twenty years an inhabitant of the wilder-
nefs, In which [ never faw a man before.”
Obidah then related the occurrences of his
ggm:ncy, withcut any concealment or pal-
jaton, '

¢ Son,’ faid the hermit. ¢ let the errors
and follies, the dangers and efcape of this
day, fink deep jnto thy heart. Remem-
ber, my fon, that human life is the jour-
ney of a day. We sife in the morning of
youth, full of vigour, and full of expecta-
tion} we fet forwa.d with fpirit and hope,
with gaiety and with diligence, and trav.l
on awhile 1y the ftrait road of piety towards
the manfions of refty In a fhort time we

remit our fervour, and endeavour to find
fome mitigation of our duty, and fome
more eafy means of obtaining the fame
end. We then relax our vigour, and re-
folve no longer to be terrified with crimes
at a diftance, but rely upon our own con-
ftancy, and venture to approach what we
refolve never to touch.  We thas enter the
bowers of eafe, and repofe in the fhades
of fecurity. Here the heart foftens, and
vigilance fubfides: we are then willing to
enquire whether another advance cannot
be made, and whether we may not, at
leaft, turn our eyes upon the gardens of
pleafuie.  We approach them with fcruple
and hefitation; we enter them, but enter
timorous and trembling, and always lope
to pafs through them without lofing the
road of virtue, which we, for a while, keep
in our fight, and to which we propofe to
return.  But temptation {ucceeds tempta-
tion, and one compliance prepares us for
another; we in time lofe the happinefs of
innocence, and folace our difquict with
fenfual gratifications. By degrees we let
fall the remembrance of our original in-
tention, and quit the only adequate objett
of rational defire. We entangle ourfelves
in bufinefs, immeige ourfclves in luxury,
and rove through the labyrinths of incon-
ftancy, till the datknefs of old aze begius
to invade us, and difeafe and axiety ob-
ftruét our way., We then look back upon
our lives with horror, with forrow, with
repentance; and wifh, but too often vainly
wifh, that we had not forfaken the ways of
virtue. Happy are they, my fon, who thall
learn from thy example not to defpair, but
fhall remember, that though the day is
pait, and their ftrength is walted, there yct
remains onc effort to be made; that re-
formation is never hopelefs, nor fincere cn-
deavours ever unaflifted; that the wanderer
m:g' at length return, after all his errors;
and that he who implores ftrength and cou-
rage from above, fhall find danger and
difficulty give way before him. Go now,
my fon, to thy repofe; commit thylelf to
the care of Omnipotence; and wien the
morning calls again to toil, begin anew
thy journey and thy life. Rambler.

§ 4. The prefent Life to be confidered only as
it may conduce to the Happinefi of a future
one. .

A lewd young fellow feeing an aged her-
mit_go by him barefaot, * Father,” fays
he, ¥ youare in a very miferable condition
if there is not another wardd,” « '}'ru?:

on,
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fon,” faid the hermit: « but what is thy
condition if there is2”’—Man is a creature
defigned for two,different ftates of being,
or rather, for two different lives. His firft
life is thort and tranfient; his fecond, per-
manent and lafting. The queftion we are
all concerncd in is this, In which of thofe
two lives is it our chief intereft to make
ourfelves happy ? or, in other words, whe-
ther we thould endeavour to fecure to our-
felves t e pleafures and gratifications of a
life which is uncertainand precarious, and,
at its utmolt length, of a very inconfider-
able duration; or to fecure to ourfelves the
pleafures of a life that is fixed and feutled,
and will never end? Every man, upon the
firit hearing of this quettion, knows very
well which fide of it he ought to clofe with.
But however right we are in theory, it is
plain that, in pradtice, we adhere to the
wrong fideof the queltion.  We make pro-
vifions for this life, as thcugh it were never
to have an end; and for the other life, as
though it were never to have a beginning.

Should a {piiit of fuperior 1ank, who is
a flranger-to human nature, accidentally
alight upon the earth, and take a furvey
of its inhabitans, what would his notions
of us be? Would not he think, that we are
a fpecies of heings made for quite different
ends and purpofes than what we really are ?
Mult not he imagine that we were placed
in this world to get riches and honours ?
Would not he think, that it was our duty
to toil after wealth, and ftation, and title?
Nay, would not he helieve we were for-
bidden poveity by threats of eternal pu-
nithment, and enjoined to pu:fuc our plea-
fures.undc.r pain of damnation ? He would
certainly imagine, that we were influenced
by a fcheme of duties quite oppofite to
thofe which are indeed preferibed to us.
And truly, according to fuch an imagina-
tion, he muft conclude that we are a fpecies
of the moft obedient creatures in the uni-
verfe; that we are conftant to our duty ;
and that we keep a fleady eye on the end
for which we were fent hither. .

But how great would be his aftonifh-
ment, when he learnt that we were beings
not defigned to exift in this world above
threefcore and ten yeais; and that the
greateft parc of this bufy fpecies fall fhort
€ven of that age! How would he be loit
in horror and adimiration, when he fhould
<now that this fet of creatures, who lay out
all their endeavours for this life, which
fcarce deferves the name of exiftence;

when, L fay, he fhould know that this fet
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of creatures are to exift to all eternity in
another life, for which they make no pre-
parations ? Nothing can be a greater dif-
grace to reafon, than that men, who are

eifoaded of thefe two different flates of

eing, fhould be perpetually employed in
providing for a life of thieefcore and ten
years, and negle@ting to make provifion
for that which, after many myriads of
years, will be fill new, and il beginniug;
efpecially when we confider that our en-
deavours for making ourfelves great, or
rich, or honourable, or whatever elfe we
place our happiuels in, may, after all, prove
unfuccefsful; wheteas, if we conflantly and
fincerely endeavour to make ourfelves hap-
py in the other life, we are fure that our
endeavours will fucceed, and that we fhall
not be difappointed of our hope.

The followiag quettion is ftarted by one
of the fchoolmen. Suppofing the whole
body of the carth were a great ball or mafs
of the fineft fand, and that a fingle grain
or paiticle of this fund fhould be annthila-
ted every thoufand years: Suppofing then
that you had it in your choice to be happy
all the while this prodigious mafs of fand
was confuming by this flow method till
there was not a grain of it left, on condi-
tion you were tobe miferable for ever afier;
or fuppofing you might be happy for ever
afier, on condition you would be miferable
till the whiole mafs of fand were thus anni-
hilated, at the rate of ore fand in a thou-
fand years: which of thele two cafes would
you make your choice? :

It muft be confefled in this cafe, fo many
thoufands of years aie to the imagination
asa kind of eternity, though in reality they
do not bear fo great a proportion to that

.duration which 1s to follow them, as an

unit dces to the greateft number which
you can put together in figures, or as one
ot tholc fands to the fuppofed heap,  Rea-
fo1 therefore tells us, without any manner
of hefitation, which would be the better
part in this choice. However, as J have
before intimated, our reafon might in fuch
a cafe be {o overfet by the imagination, as
to difpofe fome perions to fink under the
conﬂdI:r)azion of the great length of the
firlt part of this duraticn, and of the great
diftance of that fecond duration which is
to fucceed it. The mind, 1 fay, might
ive itfelf up to that happinefs which is ac
ﬁ.\nvi, confi.cring that ik is {o very near,
and that it would laft fo very long. But
when the choice we altually have before
us is this, whether we will ¢hufe to be
By ™ happy
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Mppy for the fpace of only threefcore and
ten years, nay, perhaps, of only twenty or
ven years, I might fay, of only a day or
an tiour, and miferable to all eternity; or,
on the contrary, miferable for this fhort
term of years, and happy for a whole
eternity; what words are fufficient to ex-
. prefs that folly and want of confideration
which in fuch a cafe makes a wrong
choice!

I here put the cafe, even at the worft,
by fuppofing (what feldom happens) that
a courfe of virtue makes us miferable in
this life; but if we fuppole (as it Ecne-
rally happens) that virtue will make us
more happy, even in this life, than a con-
trary courfe of vice; how can we fufficient-
1y admire the ftupidity or madnefs of thofe

erfons who are capable of making fo ab-
urd a choice !

Every wife man, therefore, will confider
this life only as it may conduce to the hap-
pinefs of the other, and chearfully facrifice
the pleafures of a few years to thefe of an
eternity, Spedator,

& 5. The Advantages of a good Fducation.

I confider an human foul without edu-
eation like marble in the quarry, which
fhews none of its inherent beauties, until
the fkill of the polither fetches out the co-
lours, make the furface fhine, and difco-
vers every ornamental cloud, fpot, and vem,
that runs through the body of it, Educa-
tion, after the fame manner, when it works
upon 4 noble mind, draws out to view every
latent virtue and perfeltion, which, with-
out fuch helps, are never able to make
their appearance.

If my reader will give me leave to
change the allufion fo foon upon him, [
fhall ‘make ufe of the fame inftance to il-
luftrate the force of education, which Arif-
totlethas brought to explain his doétrine

of fubftantial forms, when he tells us that -

a flatue lies hid in a block of marble; and
that the art’of the fatuary only clears
away the fuperfluous matter, and removes
the rubbith. The figure is in the ftone,
and the fculptor only findsit. What fculp.
ture is to a block of marble, education is
to an hyman foul. The philofopher, the
faint, or the hero, the wifr, the good, or
the great man, very often lie hid and con-
cealed in a plebeian, which a proper edu-
cation might have dif-interred, and have
brought to light, I am therefore much
delighted with reading the accounts of fa-
vage nations, and with contemplating thofe

virtues which are wild and uncultivated
to fee courage exerting itfelf in fercenefs,
refolutian in obftinacy, widom in cunning,
patience in fullennefs and defpair.

Men’s paflions operate varioufly, and
appear in different kinds of actions, ac-
cording as they are more or lefs rectified
and fivayed by reafon. When one hears of
negroes, who ugon the death of their maf-
ters, or upon changing their fervice, hang
themfelves upon the next tree, as it fre-

ucntly happens in our American planta-
tions, who can forbear admiring their fide-
lity, though it exprefies itfelf 1n fo dread-
ful a manner? What might not that fa-
vage greatnefs of foul, which appears in
thefe poor wretches on many occafions, be
raifed to, were it rightly cultivated? And
what colour of excufe can there be for the
contempt with which we treat this part of
our fpecies; that we fhould not put them
upon the common foot of humanity; that
we fhould only fet an infignificant fine up-
on the man who murders them; nay, that
we fhould, as much as in us lies, cut them
off from the profpeéts of happincfs in ano-
ther world, as well as in this, and deny
them that which we look upon as the pro-
per means for attaining it!

It is therefore an unfpeakable bleffing
to be born in thofe parts of the world
where wifdom and knowledge flourith;
though it muft be confefled there are, even
in thefe parts, feveral poor uninfirutted

crfons, who are but little above the inha-

itants of thofe nations of which 1 have
been here fpeaking; as thofe who have
had the advantages of a more liberal edu-
cation, rife above one another by feveral
different degrees of perfection. ' For, to
return to our ftatue in the block of marble,
we fee it fometimes only begun to be
chipped, fometimes rough-hewn, and " but
juft ketched into an human figure; fome-
times we fee the man appearing diftinétly
in all his limbs and features; fometimes we
find the figure wrought up to great ele-
garcy; but feldom meet with any to
which the hand of a Phidias or a Praxiieles
could not give feveral nice touches and
finithings. Spectator.

§ 6. The Dijadvantages of @ bad Educa-

tion.

Sir, I was condemned by fome difaf-
trous influence to be an only fon, born to
the apparent profpe&t of a large fortune,
and allotted to my parents at_that time of
life when fatiety of common diverﬁonla al.

ows
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lows the mind to indulge parental affec-
tion with great intenfenefs. My birth
was celebrated by the tenants with fcgﬁs,
and dances, and bagpipes; congratulations
were fent from every family within ten
miles round ; and my parents dilcpvcred,
in my firlt cries, fuch tokens of future
virtue and underftanding, that they decla-
red themfelves determined to devote the
remaining part of life to my happineis and
the encreafe of their eftate.

The abilitics of my father and mother
were not perceptibly unequal, and educa-
tion had given neither much advantage
over the other.  They had both kept good
company, rattled in chariots, glittered in

layhoulcs, and danced at court, and were
Eoth expert inthe games that were in their
times called in as auxiliarics againft the
intrufion of thought,

When there 1s fuch a parity between
two perfons affociated for life, the dejec-
tion which the hufband, if he be not com-
pletely ftupid, muft always fuffer for want
of fuperiority, finks him to fubmiflivencis,
My mamma thercfore governed the family
without controul ; and, except that my fa-
ther ftill retained fome authority in the
flables, and now and then, after a fuper-
numerary bottle, broke a looking-glafs or
china-difh to prove his fovereignty, the
whole courfe of the year was regulated by
her direction, the fervants received from
her all their orders, and the tenants were
continued or difmiffed at her difcretion.

She therefore thought herfelf entitled to
the fuperintendance of her fon’s education ;
and when my father, at the inftigation of
the parfon, faintly propofed that 1 {hould
be fent to fchool, very pofitively told him,
that flie would not fuffer a fine child to be
ruined; that fhe never knew any boys at
a grammar-fchool, that could come into
a room without bluthing, or fit at the
table without fome aukward uneafinefs;
that they were always putting themfelves
into danger by boiflerous plays, or vitiat-
ing their behaviour with mean company ;
and that, for her part, fhe would rather
follow me to the gréve, than fee me tear
my cloaths, and hang down my head, and
fncak aboyt with dirty fhoes and blotted
fingers, my hair unpowdered, and my hac
uncocked, -

My father, who had no other end in his
propofal than to appear wife and manly,
foon acquiefced, fince | was not to live by
my learning ; for indeed, he had known
very few fludents that had not fome fiff-
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nefs in their manner.  They therefore
agreed, that a domeftic tutor fhould be
procured ; and hired an honeft gentleman
of mean converfation and narrow fenti-
ments, but whom having paffed the com-
mon forms of literary education, they im-
plicitly concluded qualified to teachall thag
was to be learned from a fcholar, He
thought himfelf fufficiently exalted by
being placed at the fame table with his
pupil, and had no other view than to per-
petuate his felicity by the utmot flexibility
of fubmiflion to all my mother’s opinions
and caprices. He frequently took awa:
my book, left I fhould mope with too mur.{
application, charged me never to write
without turning up my ruffles, and gene-
rally bruthed my coat before he difmifled
me into the parlour. ‘

He had no occafion to complain of toa
burthenfome an employment; for my mo-
ther very jndiciougy confidered, that [
was not likely to grow politer in his com-
pany, and fuffered me not to pafs any
more time in his apartment than my leffon
1equired.  When I was fummoned to my
tafk, fhe enjoined me not to get any of my
tutor’s ways, who was feldom mentioned
before me but for practices to be avoided.
I was every moment admonithed not to
lean on my chair, crofs my legs, or fwing
my hands like my tutor; and once m
mother very ferioufly deliberated upon his
total diﬁniéon, becaufe I began, fhe faid}
to learn his manner of fticking on my hat,
and had his bend in my {houlders, and his
totter in my gait. )

Such, however, was her carc, that I
cfcaped all thefe depravitics; and when [
was only twelve years old, had rid myfelf
of every appearance of childifh difidence.
I'was celebrated round the country for the
petulance of my remarks, and the quick-
nefs of my replies; and many a fcholar
five years older than myfelf, have I dath-
ed into confufion by the f.cadinefs of my
countenance, filenced by my readine(s of
repartee, and tortured with envy by the
addrefs with which 1 picked up a fan, pre-
fented a fnuff-box, or received an empty
tea-cup, ‘

At fourteen I was completely fkilled
in all the nicetics of drefs, and I could
not only enumerate .all the variety of
filks, and diftinguifh the produ& of a
French loom, but dart my eye through
a numerous company, and obferve every
deviation from the reigning mode. 1 was
univerfally fkilful in all the changes of
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expenfive finery: but as every one, they
fay, has fomething to which he is parti-
calarly born, was eminently knowing in
Bruflels lace.

The next year faw me advanced to the
trult and power of adjufting the ceremo-
pizl of an aflembly. All received their
partners from my hand, and to me every
firanger applied for introdu@tion. My
heart now difdained the inftruftions of a
tutor; who was rewarded with a fmall an-
maity for life, and left me qualified, in my
ewn opinion, to govern myfclf.

In a thost time I came to London, and
as my father was well known among the
higher claffes of life, foon obtained ad-
miflion to the moft fplendid affemblies,
and molt crowded card-tables. " Here [
found myfelf univerfally carefled and ap-
plauded; the ladies praifed the fincy of
my clothes, the beauty of my form, and
the foftnefs of my voice; endeavoured in
every place to force them(elves to my no-
tice; and invited, by a thoufand oblique
folicitations, my attendance to the play-
houfe, and my falutations in the Park. I
was now happy to the utmoft extent of
sy conception; 1 pafled every morning
in drefs, every afternoon in vifits, and
every nightin fome felet affemblics, where
ncither care nor knowledge were fuftered
o moleft us.

After a few years, however, thefe de-
fights became familiar, and [ had leifure
#o look round me with more atteition. [
then found that my & .tterers had very litdle
power to relieve the languor of fatiety, or
recreate wearinefs, by varied amufemeant;
and therefore endeavoured to enlarge the
fphere of my pleafurcs, and to try what
fatista@tion might be found in the fociety
of men. 1 will not deny the mortification
with which I perceived that every man
whqfe name I Kad heard mentioned with

refped, received me with a kind of ten-

dernefs nearly bordering on compaffion;
and that thofe whofe reputation was not
well eftablithed, thoaght it neceflary 1o
juttify their underitandings, by treating
me with contempt.  One of thele witlings
elevated his crelt, by afking me in a full
coffee-houfe the price of patches; and ano-
ther whifpered, thathewondered Mifs I'rifk
did not Eecp me that alternoon to watch
her fquirrel.

When I found myfelf thus hunted from
all mafculine converfation by thofe who
were themfelves barely admiteed, [ retusn-
_ ed 1o the ladies, and refolved to dedicate
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my lLife to their fervice and their pleafirre.
But I find that | have now loft my charms.
Of thofe with whom 1 entered the pay
world, fome are mar ied, fome have re-
tired, and fome have fo much changed
their opinion, that they .carcely pay any
regard to my civilities, ifth reis any other
man in the place.  ‘The new flight of beau-
ties, to whom I have made my addrefles,
fuiter me to p-y the treat, and then titter
with boys. Sothat Inov find myfeif web.
comz only to a few grase ladies, who, un-
acquainted with all that gives cither ufe or
dignity to life, are content to pals their
hours between their bed and their cards,
without efteem from the old, or reverence
from the young.

Lcannot but think, Mr. Rambler, that
T have reafoa to complain; for furcly the
females ought to pay fome regard to the
age of him whofe youth was pafled in en-
deavours to pleafe them. "They that en.
courage folly in the boy, havc no 1ight to
punifh it in the man.” Yet I find, that
though they lavith their firt fonduefs upon
pertrefs and gaiety, they foon transfer their
regard to other qualities, and ungratefully
abandon their adorers to dream out their
laft years in ftupidity and contempt.

I am, &c. Florentulus.,
Rambler.

§ 7. Oumifeience and Omn}'prg/.’"rzre of the
Deiry, together awith the mmenpity of bis
Works,

I wasyclterday, about fun-fet, walking
in the open ficlds, ti'l the night infeniibly
fell upon me. Tatfiltamuied myicifwith
all the richnefs and varicty of colours
which appeared in the weltern parts of
heaven: in propoartion as they faded away
and went out, feveral flars and planets
appeared onc after another, till the whole
firmament was in a glow, The bluenefs
of the mther was exceedingly heightened
and enlivened by the feafon of the year,
and the rays of all thofe luminaries that
pafled through it. The galaxy appeared
in its moft beawtiful white, T'o complete
the fcene, the full moon rofe at length in
shat clouded majetty which Milton t.kes
notice of, and opened to the eye a new
picture of nature, which was moie fin ly
fhaded, and difpofed among fofter lights,
than that which the fun before difco-
vered to us.

As 1 was {urveying the moon walking
in her brightnefs, and taking her progsefs
among the conttellations, a thought arofe

- in
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in me, which I believe very often perplexes
and difturbs men of ferious and contem-

lative natures, David himfelf fell into
it in that refletion, ¢ When I confider the
« heavens the work of thy fingers,the moon
¢ and the ftars which thou hatt ordained,
¢« what is man that thou art mindful of
« him, and the fon of man that thou re-
¢ gardeft him!’ In the fame manner, when
I confider that infinite holt of ftars, or,
to fpeak more philofophically, of funs,
which were then fhining upon me, with
thofe innumerable fets of planets or worlds,
which were moving round their refpetive
funs; when 1 fhll enlarged the idea, and
fuppofed another heaven of funsand worlds
rifing flill above this which we difcovered,
and thefe flill enlightened by a fuperior
firmament of luminaries, which are planted
at fo great a diftance, that they may ap-
pear to the inhabitants of the former as
the ftars do to us; in fhort, while I pur-
fued this thought, T conld not but reflet
on that little mfignificant figure which I
myfclf bore amidft the immenfity of God’s
works,

Were the fun, which enlightens this
part of the creation, with all the hoft of
planetary worlds that move about him, ut-
terly extinguithed and annihilated, they
would not be miffed, more than a gran
of fand upon the fea-fhore. The ?pacc
they poffefs is fo exceedingly little in com.
parifon of the whale, it would fcarce make
ablank in the creation.  I'he chafm would
be imperceptible to an eye, that could
take in the whole compafs of nature, and
pals from one end of the creation to the
other: as itis poffible there may be fucha
fenfe in ourfelves hereafter, or in creaturcs
which are at prefent.more exalted than
ourfelves. We fee many ftars by the help
of glafles, which we do not difcover with
our naked eyes; and the finer our telefcopes
are, the more Rill are our difcoveries.
Huygeniys carries this thought fo far, that

does not think it impoflible there may
be ftars whofe light is not yet travelled
down to us fince their firft creation. There
15 no queftion but the univerfe has certain
bounds fet to it; but when we confider
that it is the work of infinite power,
Ergmptcd by infinite goodnefs, with an in-
finite fpace to exert itielf in, how can our
imagination fet any bounds to it ?

o return, therefore, to my firft thought,
T could not but look upon myfelf with fe-
eret horror, as a being that was not worth
the fmalleft regard of one who had fo great
& work under his gare and fuperinien-
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dency, I was afiaid of being overlooked
amidft the immenfity of nature, ard loft
among that infinite varicty of creatures,
which in all probability fwarm through all
thele immeafurable regions of matter.

In order te recover myfelf from this
mortifying thought, I conlidered that it
took its rife from thofe narrow conceptions,
which we are apt to entertain of the di-
vine nature, We ourfelves cannot attend
to many different objects at the {ume time,
If we are careful to infpect fome thi- g3,
we mult of courfe negleét others, This
imperfettion which we obferve in ourfelves,
is an impe: fettion that cleaves in fome de-
gree to creatures of the higheft cap.cities,
as they are creatures, that is, beings of
finite and limited natures, The prefence
of cvery created being is confined to 2
certain meafure of fpace, and confequent-
ly his obfervation is ftinted to a certain
number of objedts. The [pherc in which
we move, and a®, and underitand, is of
a wider circumference to onc creature
than another, according as we rife one
above another in the feale of exigence,
But the wideft of thefe our fpheres has its
circumference.  When thereforc we 1efle
on the divine nature, we are fo ufed and
accultomed to this imperfedtion in our-
felves, that we cannot forbear in fome mea-
fure afcribing it to him in whom there is
no fhadow of imperfe@ion. Our 1eafon
indeed affures us, that his atuibutes are
infinite: but the poornefs of vur concep-
tions is fuch, that it cannot forbear fettin
bounds to every thing it contemplates, till
our realon comes again to our fuccour, and
throws downall xhoﬁ: litle prejudices which
rife in us unawares, and are natural to the
mind of man,

We fhall therefo e utterly extinguith this
melancholy thought, of our bcin% over-
looked by our Maker in toe multiplicity of
his works, and the infinity of thofe ob-
jeéts among which he ieems to be incef-
fantly employed, if we confider, in the firft
piace, that he is omniprefent; and in the
fecand, that he is omnifcient. '

If we confider him in his omniprefence:
his being pafles through, attuates, and fup-
ports t. ¢ whole frame of nature.  His crea-
tion, and every part of it, is full of him,
There is nothing he has made, that is
either fo diftant, fo litue, or fo inconfider-
able, which he does not eflentially inhabit.
His fubltance is within the fubflance of
every being, whether material or immate-
rial, and as intimatcly prefent to it, as that
being is to itfelf. 1t would be animper.
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fetion in him, were he able to move out
of onc place into another, or to draw him-
felf from any thing he has created, or from
any part of that fpace which he diffufed
and fpread abroatf to infinity, In fhort,
10 fpeak of him in the language of the old
philofophers, he is a being whofc centre
1s every where, and his circumference no
where.

In the fecond place, he is omnifcient as
well as omniprefent.  His omnifcience in-
deed neceflarily and naturally flows from
his omniprefence.  He cannot but be con-
fcious of every motion that arifes in the
whole material world, which he thus eflen-
tially pervades ; and of every thought that
is flirring in the intelle@ual world, to every
part of which he is thus intimately united,
Several moralifts have confidered the crea-
tion as the temple of God, which ke has
built with his own hands, and whichis filled
with his prefence.  Others have confider-
ed infinite {hace as the receptacle, or ra-
ther the habitation of the Almighty: but
the nobleft and moft exalted way of confi-
dering this infinit: fpace, is that of Sir Ifuac
Newton, who calls it the inforicn of the
Godhead. Brates and men have their jzx-
Jiriolay or little fenforiums, by which they
apprehend the prefence and perccive the
actions of a few objeéts, that lie contizuous
to them. Their linmvledge and oblcrva-
tion turn within a very narrow circle.  But

as God Almighty cannot but perceive and' ¢

know every thing in which he refides, infi-
nite fpace gives room to infinite knowledge,
and 15, as it were, an organ to omnifci-
ence.

Were the foul feparate from the body,
and with onc glince of thought fhould
ftart beyond the hounds of the creation,
fhould it for millions of years continue its
progrefs through infinite fpace with the
fame allivity, it would flill find itfelfwithin
the embrace of its Creator, and encom.
pafied round with the immenfity of the
Godhead, While we are in the body he
is not lefs prefent with us, becaufe he is
concenled fromus. ¢ Oh that Y knew where
¢ [ might find him! (fays Job.) Behold
¢ I go forward, but he is not there; and
¢ backward, but [ cannot perccive him:
¢ on the left hand, where he does work,
¢ but I cannot behold him: he hideth him-
* felf on the right hand that I cannot fee
¢ him.! In-fhort, reafon as well as reve-
Jation, affures us, that he cannot be abfent
from us, notwithftanding he is undifcover-
cd by us,
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In this confideration of God Almighty’s
omniprefence and amnifcience, every un-
comfortable thought vanithes, He cannot
but regard every thing that has being, ef-
pecially fach of his creatures who fear
they are not regarded by him. Heis privy
to all their thoughts, and to that anxiety of
heart in paiticular, which is apt to trouble
them on this occafion; for, as it is impoffi-
ble he thould overlook any of his crea-
tures; fo we may be confident that he re-
gaids, with an eye of mercy, thofe who
cndeavour to recommend themfelves to his
notice, and in unfeigned humility of hearg
think themfelves unworthy that he thould
be mindful of them, Spectator,

§ 8. Motives 12 Picty and Virtue, drasen fiom
the Omuiference und Omuiprefince of the
Deuty.

I one of your late papers. you had o¢-
cafion to confider the ubiquity of the God-
head, and at the fame time to thew, that as
he is prefent to every thing, he cannot
but be attentive to every thing, and privy
ta all the modes and parts of its exiftence:
or, in other words, that hisomnifcicnee and
omniprefence are co-exiftent, and run to-

cther through the whole infinitude of
fpace. This confideration might furnith
us with many incentives to devotion, and
motives to morality; but as this fubje&t
has been handled by feveral excellent wii-
ters, I fhall confider it in a light in which
Thave not feen it placed by others.

Firlt,How difconfolate is the condition of
an intelle@ual being, who is thus prefent
with his Maker, but at the fame time re-
crives o extriordinary benefit or advan-
tage from this his prefence !

Sccondly, How deplorable is the condi-
tion of an intellelual being, who feels no
other effeits from this his prefence, but
fuch s procced from divine wrath and in-
dignation!"

Thirdly, How happy is the condition
of that intclle€ual being, who is fepfible
of his Maker’s prefence from the fecret
effe@ls of his mercy and loving-kind-
nefs!

Firft, How difconfolate is the condition
of an intelleétual being, who is thus pre-
fent with his Maker, but at the fame time
receives no cxtraordinary benghit or advane
tage from this his prefence! Every par-
ticle of matter is a&tvated by this Almighty
Being which paffes through it. . The hea-
vens and the earth, the xars and plavers, {
move and gravitate by virtue of this great

: principle



BOOK I. MORAL

principle within them. Al the dead parts
of nature are invigorated by the prefence
of their Creator, and made capablc of
exerting their refpeétive qualities. The
feveral inftinés, in the brute creation, do
likewife operate and work towards the fe-
veral ends which are agreeable to them,
by this divine energy. Man only, who
does not co-operate with his holy fpirit,
and is unattentive to his prefence, reccives
none of thefe advantages from it, which
are perfective of his nature, and neceffary
to his well-being. The divinity is with
him, and in him, and every where aboqt
him, but of no advantage to him. .I; is
the fame thing to a man without religion,
as if there were no God in the world. It
is indeed impoflible for an infinite Being to
remove himfclf from any of his creatures ;
but though he cannot withdraw his effence
from us, which would argue an imperfec-
tion in him, he can withdraw from us all
thé joys and confolations of it.  His pre-
fence may perhaps be neeeflary to fuppost
us in our exiftence; buthe may leave this
our exiltence to itlelf, with regard to its
happinefs or mifery. For, in this fenfe, he
may caft us away from his prefence, and
take his holy fpirit from us, This fingle
confideration one would think fufficient to
muke us open our hearts toail thofe infu-
fions of joy and gladnefs which are fo near
at hand, and ready to be poured in upon
us; efpecially when we confider, Second-
ly, the deplorable condition of an intellec-
tual being, who feels no other effets from
his Maker’s prefence, but fuch as procecd
from divine wrath and indignation !

We may aflure ourfelves, that the great
Author of nature will not always be as one
who is indifferent to any of his creatures.
‘Thofe who will not feel him in his love,
will be fare at length to feel him in his
difpleafure. Andhow dreadful is the con-
dition of that creature, who is only fenfible
of the being of his Creator by what he
fufférs from him! He is as eflentially pre-
fentin hell as in heaven; but the inhabi-
tants of thofe accurfed places behold him
only in his wrath, and fhrink within the
flames to conceal themfelves from him,
It is'not in the power of imagination to
conceive’ the fearful ‘effedts of Omnipo-
tence,incenfed,

But [ hall only confider the wretched.
nefs of an intélleftual being, who, in this
life, lics under thé difpleafure of him, that
azall times;and in alf places, s intimately
united with bim, He is able to difquiet
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the foul, and vex itin all its faculties He
can hinder any of the greatelt comforts of
life from refrefhing us, and give an edge
to every one of 1ts flightett calamities,
Who then can bear the thought of being
an out-caft from his prefence, that is from
the comforts of it, or of feeling it only in
its terrors  How pathetic is that expoftu-
lation of Job, when for the real trial of his
paticnce, he was made to look upon him-
felf in this deplorable condition ! « Why
« hatt thou fet me as a mark againft thee,
¢ fo that T am become a burden to my-
¢ felf?”  But, thirdly, how happy is the
condition of that intclleétual being, who is
fenfible of his Maker’s prefence from the
fecret. effelts of his mercy and loving-
kindnefs !

‘The blefled in heaven behold him face
to face, that is, arc as fenfible of his pre-
fence as we are of the prefence of any per-
fon whom we look upon with our eyes.
"There is doubtlefs a faculty in fpirits, by
which they apprehend one another, as our
fenfes do material obje@s; and there is no
queflion but our fouls, when they are dif-
embodied, or placed in glorified hodies, will
by this faculty, in whatever part of fpace
they refide, be always fenfible of the di-
vine prefence.  We, who have this veil of
flefh ftanding betwecn us and the world of
fpirits, muft be content to know the fpirit
of God is prefent with us by the effets
which he produceth in us, Ouf outward
fenfes are too grofs to apprehend him; we
may however tafte and fee how gracious he
is, by his influence upon our minds, by
thofe virtuous thoughts which he awakens
in us, by thofefecret comforts and refrefh-
ments which he conveys into our fouls, and
by thofe ravithing joys and inward fatis-
fattions which are perpetually fpringing
up, and diffufing themfelves amony alf the
thoughts of good men. He is lodged in
our very cflence, and is as a foul within
the foul, to irritate its underftanding, rec-
tify its will, purify its paflions, and enliven
all the powers ofman. - How happy there-
fore isan intelle€tual being, who by prayer
and meditation, by virtue and good works,
opens this communication between God
and hisown foul ! Though the whole crea-
tion frowns upon him, and all natare looks
black about.him, he has his light and fup-
port within him, that are able to cheer his i
mind, and bear hint up in the midkt of alf”
thofe horrors which crecompifs him. He
knows that his helper is at hand, and is
always ncarer to him than any thing elfa
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€ean be, which is: capable of annoying or
terrifying him. In the midft of ca umny
or contempt, he attends to that Being who
whifpess better things within his foul, and
whom he looks upon as his defender, his
ilory, and the lifter-up of his head. In

is deepeft folitude and retirement, he
knows that he is in company with the
greateft of beings; and perceives within
himfelf fuch real fenfations of his prefence,
2s are more delightful than any thing that
€an be met with in the converfation of his
creatures. Even in the hour of death, he
confiders the pains of his diffolution to be
sothing elfe but the breaking down of that
partition, which ftands betwixt hisfoul, and
the fight of that being 1 ho is always pre-
fent with him, and is about to manifeft it-
felf to him in fulnefs of joy.

If we would be thus happy, and thus
fenfible of our Muker’s prefence, from the
fecret effects of his mercy and goodnefs,
we maft keep fuch a watch over all our
thoughrs, that in the language of the ferip-
ture, his foul may have pleafure in us.
We maft take care not to grieve his holy
fpirit, and endeavour to make the medita-
tions of our hearts always acceptabie in
his fight, that he may delight thusto refide
and dwellin us. Thelight of nature could
dire@ Sencca to this dofrine, ina very
remarkable paflage among his epiftles;
Sacer ineft in nobis fpiritus, bonorum malorum-
gque cuflos et obfervator; et quemadmodum wos
sllum traltamus, ita et ille nos, ¢ There is
¢ a holy fpirit refiding in us, who watches
« and obferves both good and evil men,
¢ and will treat us after the fame manner
¢ that we treat him.”  But I fhall conclude
this difcourfe with thofe more emphatical
words in divine revelation; ¢ If a man love
¢« me, he will keep my words; and my
¢ Father will love him, and we will come
¢ unto him, and make our abode with
¢ him.” Spedtator,

§0. On the Immortality of the Soul,

Iwas yefterday walking alone in one of
my friend’s woods, and loft myfelf in ic
very agreeably, as I was running over in
my mind the {everal arguments that efta-
blith this great point, which is the bafis of
morality, and the fource of all the pleafing
hopes and (ecret joys that can arife in the
heart' of 2 reafonable creature. 1 confi-
dered thofe feveral proofs drawn,

Firft, from the nature of the foul itfelf,
and pattigularly its immateriality ; which,
’ thoumt abolutely neceffary to the eter-

.
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nity of its duration, has, I think, beent
evinced to almoft 2 demonftration.

Secondly, from its paffions and fenti-
ments, as particularly from its love of ex~
iftence, its horror of annihilation, and its
hopes of immortality, with that fecret fa-
tisfaction which it finds in the pra&tice of
virtue, and that uneafinefs which follows 1n
it upon the¢ commiffion of vice.

Thurdly, from the nature of the Supreme
Being, whofe juftice, goodnefs, wifdom,
and veracity, are all concerned in this
point.

But among thefe and other excellent ar-
guments for the immortality of the foul,
there is one drawn from the perpetual pro-
grefs of the foul to its perfection, without
a poflibility of ever aniiving at it; which
is 2 hint that I do’'not remember to have
{cen opened and improved by others who
have wiitten on this fubject, though it
feems to me to cany a very great weight
with it. How can itenter into the thoughts
of man, that the foul, which is capable of
fuch immenfe peife&tions, and of iecciving
new improvements to all eternity, fhall fall
away into notling almoft as foon as it is
created?  Are fuch abilities made for no
purgofc? A brute arrives at a point of
perfection that he can never pafs: in a few
years he has all the endowments he is ca-
pable of; and were he to live ten thoufand
more, would be the fame thing he is at
prefent.  Were a human foul thus at a
ftand in her accomplifhments, were her fa-
culties to be full blown, and incapable of
farther enlargements, I could imagine it
might fall away infenfibly, and drop at
once into a fate of annihilation. Butcan
we believe a thinking being, thatis in a
perpetual progrefs of improvements, and
travelling on %rom erfetion to perfe@tion,
afier having juft looked abroad into the
works of its Creator, and made a few dif-
coveries of his infinite goodnefs, wifdom,
and power, muft perith at her firft fetting
out, and in the very beginning of her ca-
quiries ?

A man, confidered in his prefent flate,
feems only ent into the world to propagate
his kind. ~ He provides himfelf with a fuc-
ceflor, and immediarely quits bis poft to
make room for him, )

Heeres

Haredon altcrivs, velt anda fupervenit endaos,
HonEp. inl 2.v. 1785

~—=Heir crowds fir, asin a rolliog flood

Wave urges wave. Cassen.

? He
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He does not feem born to enjoy life, but
to deliver it down to others. This is not
furprizingto confider in animals, which are
formed for our ufe, and cdn finith their
hufinefs in a fhort life. - The filk-worm,
ifter having fpun her tafk, lays her eggs
ind dies. But a man can never have
taken in his full meafure of knowledge,
has not time to fubdue his paffions, cita-
slifh his foul in virtue, and come up to the
perfe@ion of his natare, before he is hur-
ned off the ftage. Would an infinitely
wife being make fuch glorious creatures
for fo mean a purpofe? Can he delight in
the production of fuch abortive intelli-
gerces, fuch fhort-lived reafonable beings ?
Would he give us talents thatare not to be
exerted? capacitics that are never to be
gratified ? How can we find that wi{dom
which fhines through all his woiks, in the
formation of man, without looking on this
world as only a nwfery for the next, and
belicving that the feveral generations of
rational creatures, which rife up and difap-
pear in {uch quick fucceflions, are only to
receive their fiult rudiments of cxiftence
here, and afierwards to be tranfplanted
into a more fricndly climate, wheie they
may fpread and flourith to all eternity ?

‘There is not, in my opinion, a more
pleafing and tiiumphant confideration in
religion, than this of the perpetual progrefs
which the foul makes towards the perfec.
tion of its nature, without ever arriving at
a period in it. ‘To look upon the foul as
going on from ftrength to ftrength, to con-
fider that fhe is to (hine for ever with new
acceflions of glory, and brighten to all
eternity; that the will be ft.ll adding vir-
tue to virtue, and knowledge to know-
ledge;; carries in it fomething wonderfully
agrecable to that ambition which is natural
to the mind of man. Nay, it muft bea
profpet pleafing to God himfelf, to fee his
creation for ever beautifying in his eyes,
and drawing nearer to him, by greater de-
grees of refemblance. ‘

Methinks this fingle confideration, of
the progrefs of a finite fpirit to perfeQior,
will be fufficient to extinguit all envy in
inferior natures, and all contempt in fape-
rior.  That cherubim, which now appeass
as2 God to a human foul, knows very
well that the period will come about in
<ciernity, when the human foul fhall be as

crfect as he himfelf now is: nay, when the
hall look down upon that degree of per-
c&ion as much as the now falls fhort of it.
£ 18 trge, the higher natwre fhil advances,

’
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and by that means preflerves his diftance
and fuperiority in the fcale of being; but
he knows that, how high foever the ftation
is of which he ftands pofleffed at prefent,
the inferior nature will at length mount up
to it, and fhine forth in the fame degree of
glory. .
With what aftonitment and veneration
may we look into our own fouls, where
there are fuch hidden ftores of vittue and
knowledge, fuch inexhaufted fources of
Ecrfe&ion ! We know not yet what we fhall
e, nor will it ever enter nto the heart of
man to conceive the glory that will be al-
ways in refcrve for him. The foul, confi-
dered with its Creator, is like one of thofe
mathematical lines that may draw nearer
to another for all eternity without a poffi-
bility of touching it: aud can there be a
thought o tranfporting as to confider our-
{elves in thefe perpetua%a proaches to him,
who is not only the ftandard of perfetipn,
but of happines ! Spetator.

§ 10. The Duty of Children to their

Parents,

I am the happy father of a very toward.
ly fon, in whom [ do not only fee my life,
but alfe my manner of life renewed. It
would be extremely beneficial to “fociety,
if you would frequently refume fubjects
which ferve to bind thele fort of relations
fafter, and cndear the ties of blood with
thofe of good-will, proteQion, obfervance,
indulgence, and vencration. 1 would, me-
thinks, have this done after an uncommen
method; and do not think any one, who is
not capable of writing a good play, fit to
undertake a work wherein there will ne-
ceflarily occur fo many fecret inftinéts and
biafles of human nature, which would pafs
unobferved by common eyes. 1 thank
HeavenI have no outrageous offence againtt
my own excellent parents to anfiver for;
but when [ am now and then alone, and
look back upon my paftlife, from my ear-
lieft infancy to this time, there are many
faults which I committed that did not ap-~

ear to me, even until [ myfelf became 4
?ather. 1 had not until then a notion of
the yearnings of heart, which a man has
when he fees hischild do a laudable thing,
or the fudden damp which {eizes him when
he fears he will aét fomething unworthy.
It is not to be imagined what a remorfe
touched me fora long train of childifh reg-
ligences of my mother, whea I {aw my
wife the other day look out of the, window,
and turn as pale as afhics upon feeing my
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younger boy fliding upon the jce. Thefe
flight intimations will give you to under.
find, that thereare numberlefs little crimes,
which children take no notice of while they
are doing, which, upon refleition, when
they fhall shemfelves become fathers, they
weill Jook upon with the utmoft forrow and
contrition, that they did not regard, befora
thofe whom they offended were to be no
more feen, How many thoufand things
do I remember, which would have highly
pleafed my father, and I omitted for no
gther reafon but that I thought what he
propofed the effeét of humour and old age,
which [ ar now convinced had reafon and
good fenfe init! Icannot now go into the
parlour to him, and make his heart glad
with anaceount of a matter which was of
no confequence, but that I told it and atted
init. The good man and woman are long
fince in their giaves, who ufed to fit and
plot the welfare of us their children, while,
perhaps, we were fometimes laughing at
the old folks at another end of the houfe.
‘The truth of it is, were we mcrely to fol-
low nature in thefe great dutics ot life,
though we have a ftrong inftin& towards
the performing of them, we fhould be on
both fides very deficient.  Age is fo un-
welceme to the generality of mankind, and

growth towards manhoed fo defirable to-

all, that refignation to decay is too difficult
a tafk in the father; and deference, amidit
the impulfe of 'gay defires, appears unrea-
fonable 1o the fon. There are fo few who
can grow old witha good grace, and yet
fewer who can come flow enough into the
world, thata father, were he to be altuated
by his defives, and a fon, were he to con-
fult himfelf only, could neither of them be-
have himfelf as he ought to_the other.
But when reafon interpoles againft inftinct,
where it would carry cither out of the in-
sereils of the other, there arifes that hap-
pieft intercourfe of good offices between
thofe deareft relations of human life, The
father,according to the opportunities which
are cffered to him, is throwing down blef-
fings on the fon, and the fon endeavouring
to appear the worthy offspring of fuch a
father. It is afier this manner that Ca-
millus and his firt-born dwell together.
Camillus enjoysa pleafing and indolent old
age, in which paflion is fubducd and rea-
fon exalted. He waits the day of lis dif-
folution with a refignation mixed with de-
light,.and the fon fears the acceffion of
his father's fortune wizh diffidence, left he
fhould’ mot enjoy or become it as well as
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his predeceflor.  Add to this, that the fa.
ther knows he leaves a friend to the chil-
dren of his fiiends, an cafy landlord to his
tenants, and an agreeable companion to
his acquaintance. He believes his fon’s
behaviour will make him frequently re-
membered, but never wanted. This com-
merce is fo well cemented, that withogt
the pomp of faying, Son, be a friend to
fuch a one when I am gone; Camillus
knows, being in his favour is direQion
enough to the grateful youth who is to
fucceed him, without the admonition of his
mentioning it. ‘Thefe gentlemen are ho-
noured in all their neighbourhood, and
the fame effeCt which the court has on the
manners of a kingdom, their charaétess
have on all who live within the influence
of them, '

My fon and I are not of fortune to
communicate our good alions or inten-
tions to fo many as thefe gentlemen do;
but I will be bold to fay, my fon has, by
the applaufe and approbation which his
behaviour towards me has gained him,
cccafioned that many an old mav, befides
myfelf, Las rejoiced.  Other men’s chil-
dren follow the example of mine; and 1
have the incxpreflible happinefs of over-
hearing our ncighbours, as we ride by,
point to their children, and fay, with a
voice of joy, « There they go.”

Spedator,

§ 11, The Strength of parental Affection.

I went the other day to vifit Eliza, who,
in the perfelt bloom of beauty, is the mo-
ther of feveral children. She had a little
prating gir] upon her lap, who was beg-
ging to be very fine, that fhe might go
abroad: and the indulgent mother, at her
little daughter’s requeft, had juft taken the
knots off her own head to adorn the hair of
the pretty trifler. A fmiling boy was at
the fame time careffing a lap-dog, which is
their mogher’s favourite, becaufe it pleafes
the children; and fhe, with a delight in
her looks, which heightened her beauty, fo
divided her converfation with the two pret-
ty prattlers, as to make them both equally
cheaful.

As I camc in, the faid with a blufh,
¢ Mr. lronlide, though you are an old
batchelor, you muft not laugh at my ten-
dernefs to my children.” I need not tell
my reader what civil things I faid in qnfwer
to the lady, whofe matron.like behaviour
gave me infinite fatisfaction: fince I mya
fclf take great pleafure in playing with
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ildren, and am feldom unprovided of
lums or marbles, to make my court to
uch entertaining companions. -

Whence is it, faid I to myfelf when

was alone, that the affe@tion of parents
s fo intenfe to their oftspring ? Is it be-
taufe they generally find fuch refemblan-
tes in what they have produced, as that
thereby thcy think themfelves renewed
in their children, and are willing to tranf-
mit themfelves to futurc times ? or is it be-
taule they think themfelves obliged by the
ictates of bumanity to nowifth and rear

hat is placed fo immediately under their
roteflion; and what by their means is
rought into this world, the fcene of mi-

ry, of neceflity 2 Thefe will not come up
o it. s it not rathcr the good provi-
dence of that Being, who ina fupereminent
degree protetts and cherithes the whole
race of mankind, his fons and creatures ?
How thall we, any other way, account for
this natural affetion, fo fignally difplayed
throughout every fpecics of the animal
sreation, withoutwhich the courfe of nature
would quickly fail, and every various kind
be extin&t? Inftances of tenderncls in the
moit favage brutes are {o frequent, that
guotations of that kind are altogcther un-
neceflary,

If we, who have no particular concern
n them, take a fecret delight in obferving
the gentle dawn of reafon in babes; if our
sars are foothed with their half-forming
ind aiming at articulate founds ; if we are
tharmed with their pretty mimickry, anl
prprifed at the uncxpeed ftarts of wit and
unning in thefe miniatures of man: what

nfport may we imagine in the breafts of

ofe, into whom natural inftinét hath

ured tendernefs and fondnefs for them!
Jow amiable is fuch a weaknefs of human
iat'ure'. or rather, how great a weaknefs
3 it to give humanity fo reproachful a
Jame! The bare confideration of pa-
ernal affe&ion fhould, methinks, creatc a
pore grateful tendernefs in children to-
vards their parents, than we gencrally fee ;
nd the filent whifpers of nature be at-
ended to, though the laws of Godand man

d not call aloud.

Thefe filent whifpers of natusc have

d a2 marvellous power, even when

eir caufe hath been unknown. There

e feveral examples in flory, of tender

endthips formed betwixt men, who kicw

t of their near relation: Such accounts

chm me in an opinion I have long en-

@ined, that there isa fympathy Latwixe

.
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fouls, which cannot be cxplined by the
prejudice of education, the fenfeof duty, or
any other human motive.

The memoirs of a certain French noble.
man, which now lie before me, furnith me
with a very entertaining inflance of this
fecret attra@ion, implanted by Providence
in the human foul. ~ Ttwill be necefiary to
inform the reader, that the perfon whote
ftory I amgoing to 1clate, was one, whofe
roving and romantic temper, joined to a
difpofition fingularly amorous, had led him
through a vait varety of gallantries and
amours. e had, in his youth, attended «
princefs of France into Poland, where he
had been entertrined by the King her huf-
band, and marnied the danghter of a gran.
dee. Upon her death he returned into his
native country; where his intricues and
other misfortuncs having confumed his pa-
ternal eftate, he now went to take care of
the fortane his deceafid wife had left Lim
in Poland.  In lLis journcy he was robie.l
before he reached Warfaw, and lay ill of 4
fever, when he met with the following ad-
venture; which I fhall relate in his own
words.

« I had been in this condvim for four
days, when the countefs of Venoflt paflad
that way, Shewas infurny d thaca frane’
ger of goad fallion lay fick, and lie, cha-
nty led her to fee me, 1 remembered her,
for I had often feen her with my wif, to
whom fhe was n2arly related; but when 1
found flic knew m2 not, 1thoaght it to
conceal my name.  Ltol L her I was a Ger-
man; that I bad been rotbed; and that if
fhe had the charity to fend me to Warfuw,
the queen would ackno vledge it, Thuing
the honour to be known to her Mjerlv,
The countess hal the goediels to ke
compaflion of me, and cideting me o Le
putin a litter, carried rie to War v, whaie
ITwas lotged in her hoaleuntil my helth
fhould allow. me ty waiz oa the queen.

“Mytever mercale U alier my jouriey
wasover, and [ was coafined tony bod for
fiftcen days.  When the conntels i fav
me, the had a youre lady with her, aboug
eightecn j=as of ase, who was much
taller and better fap:d tian the Po i
women generaily are. She was very fur,
her fkin evceedingly fine, and her air anl
fhape icev, Ly heawiful. [was notfo
fick us w0 .verlo... this yoreg brauty; and
T feltin tay heartoch emotions at the fi Ik
vies, 25 wade me £2ar that ajl sy micfore
v ed oz aracime fufidaadyagal 8
1o O arne of tae faif ey, '
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« The amiable creaturc feemed afllicted
at my ficknefs; and the appeared to have
fo much concern ard caie for me, as raifed
in me a great inclivaonand tendernels for
her. Slie carue every day into my chamber
to inquire aft my health; 1 aked who fhe
was, and I was anfwered, that fhe was nicee
to the countefs of Venofli,

« T veiily believe that the conflant fight
of this chanmiag maid, and the pleafuie |
received fiom her careful atteadance, con-
tributed more to my recovery than all the
medicies the phyficians ave me. In fhore,
my fever leftme, and 1 had the faifzflion
to fee the lovely creatwe overjoyad at my
recovery. She came to fee me oftener o, T
grew b tters and Talready felta fionaer
and mere tender affc@ion for her, than |
ever bore 1o any weman in my life: when
I began to perceive that her conflant care
of me was only a blind, to give her an op-
portunity of feeing a yourg Pole whom [
tok to be her lover. He feemad to be
much about her age, of a brown conplen-
ion, very tall, botfinely fasped. Every
time fhe came to fee e, the young gentle-
man came to find her out; and they ofeally
retited to a corner of the ehamber, where
they feemed toconverfe with greateariest-
nels. The afpeét of the youth pleafed me
wonderfully; and if 1 had not fufpected
that he was my nival, U fhould have wken
dehight in ks perfon and fricndfhip.

« I'bey both of them often al-ed me if
[ were i reality 2 German? whichwhen I
coatinued toatfiim, they feemed very much
tronbled.  Oaceday | took rotice that the
yow  hdlv ond gontleman, having retied
Lo d WIRGow, were very anteatupona pic
ture; and that every now ond then they
cait their ¢ies upon me, as it they nad
frund fore refumblivee betwn t thar ard
my fewwres, Leosld rot forbear to afk
ale mewning ofits npon which the [ady an.
fucred that if T had beea ¢ Frenchman,
fhe fliould have imagined that [ was' the
per on forswhom the picture wa- diawen, be-

ebettde it exadtly referbled wes 1 defired
©otodec it But how groatwas my furprite,
when 1 found it eo be the very painth g
which L had fent to the queen fiveyears be-
tore, and which fhe comm. nded me to get
dravwn to be given to my childien ! Alcer
I kad viewed the piece, 1 calt my cjes
upon the young lady, and then upen the
gentleman 1 had thoughit to be her lover.
vy he.ribeai, and 1tele a fecret emotion
which ftedme wih wonder. I theught 1
tiaced in the tho yeuny peifens fome of
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my own fratures, and at that moment T
faid to myfelf, Aie not thefe my children ?
The tears came into my eyes, and I was
about to run and embrace them; but con-
ftraining myfelf with pain, I afked whofe
picture it was?  The maid, perceiving
that 1 could not fpeak without tears, fell a
wecpirg,  Her tears ablolutely confirmed
mc 1 my opinion; and falling upon her
neck, « A, my dear child, faid I, ¢ yes, I
<am your father!” 1 could fay no more.
The youth feized my hands at the fame
time, and kiflng, bathed them with his
tzars.  'Throughout my life, I never fllta
joy equal oty and it muft be owned,
th U natwre nfpires more lively emotions
wal pleafing tendernels than the padions
can puiiibly exciee,” Spesiater.

& 12, Remarks on the Swiftnefs of Tine.

The natural advantages which arife
fiom the pofition of the earth which we
inliaber, swith refped to the other plancts,
«flord much cmployment to mathematiggl
foecn! tion, bywhich ithasbeen difcovered,
that no other conformation of the fyflem
could have given fuch commodious ditliibu .-
tions ot light and keat, or imparted ferti-
ity and pleafure to {o greata part of &
1evolving fphere,

It may be perhaps obferved by the mo-

raliit, whith equal reafon, that our globe -

feems particularly futed for the refidence
of a Beino, placed herc only for a fhoit
time, whole tafk is to advance humfelf

to a higher and happier flate of exiftence, !

by unremitted vigilance of caution, and
altivity of virtbe,

The dutics raquired of man are fuch
as humain nature does not willingly per-
form, and fuch as thofe are inclined to de-
23 who yet intend fome time to fulfil
thera, v was therefore neceflary that this
univeral reluéance fhouldbe counteradred.
and the diowlneis of hefitation wakened
into 1efovle; that the danger of procraf-
tination fliould be always in vicw, and the
fallacies ot fecurity he hourly deteéted.

‘Lo this end all' the appearances of na-
ture uniformly confpire.  Whatever we
fec on every fide, remirds us of the lupfe
of time and the flux of life. 'The dayand
night fucceed each other, the rotation of
feafons diverfifies the year, the fun rifes,
attains the weridian, declines and fets;
and the moon every might changes its
toim,

The day has been confidered as an
image of the ycar, and a year as the repre-
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entation of life. The morning anfivers
o the {pring, and the fpring to childhood
ad youth; the noon correfponds to the
ummer, and the fummer to the flrength
f manhood. The evening is an emblem
f autumn, and autumn of declining life.
he night with its filence and daikuefs
;ﬂxcws the winter, ia which all the powers
wf vegetation are benumbed ; npd the
Swinter points out the time when life fhall
«geale, with its hopes and pleafurcs.

Ile that is caned forward, however
-;{wi.’nly, by a motion equable and eafy, per-
igeives not the change of place but by the
Myariation of objeéts,  1f the whedl of life,
dwhich rolls thus filently along, paffed on
Bhrough unditinguithable umformity, we

wuld never mark its approaches to the
vend of the courfe.  If one heur were like
fanother; it the paflage of the fun did not
sfhew chat the day is wafting; if the change
%of feafons did not impiefs upon us the
Hiight of the year; quantitics of duration
icqual to days and ycrs would glide unob-
#erved, It the patts of time were not va-
10ufly coloured, we fhould never difeern
Rheir departure or fuceeffion, but thould
ive thoughtlefs of the paft, and carclefs of
ighe future, without will, and pcrhaps with-
sout power to compute the periols of life,
r to compare the time which is alicady
ot with that which may probably re-
1ain,
But the courfe of time is fo vifibly
arked, that it is even obferved by the
aflage, and by nations who have raifed
ieir minds very little above animal in-
mét: there are human beings, whole
aguage does not fupply them with words
y which they can number five, but 1 have
ad of none that have not names for Day
d Night, for Summer and Winter.
Yetitis certain that thele admonitions
f nature, however forcible, however im-
ortunate, are too often vain; md that
any who mark with fuch accuracy the
urfe of time, appear to have little fen-
hility oft!xc decline of life. Lvery man
s fomething to do which he neglets;
rery man has faults to conquer which he
ays to combat.
So little do we accuffom ourfelves to
vfider the effe@ts of time, that things ne-
flary and certain ofien furprife us like
expefled contingencies,  We leave the
uty in her bloom, and, after au zbfence
twenty ‘{ears, wonder, at our return, to
"ff‘fd ed, We meet thoie whomwe
chitdren, and can fearcely perfuade
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ourfelves to treat them as men. The
traveller vifits in age thofc countiies
through which he rambled in his youth,
and hopes for merriment at the old place,
T'he man of bufinefs, wearied with unfatis-
faQtory profperity, retires to the town of his
nativity, and expeéts to play avay thelatt
yeas with the companions of his child-
hood, and recover youth in the fields where
he once was young.

From this inattcntion, fo general and
fo mifchievous, let it be every man’s ftudy
to exempt himfelf.  Let him that defires
to fee others happy, make hafte to give
while his giftcan be enjoyed, and remem-
ber, that cvery moment of delay takes
away fomething fiom the value of his be-
nefaction.  And let him who propofes his
own happincls, refléd, that while he forms
his purpofe the day 10ils on, and ¢ the
night cometh, when no man can work.?

Ldler.

§13. The Folly of mif fpending Time.

An ancicnt poet, unrcafonably difcon-
tented at the prefent flate of things, which
his fyftem of opinions obliged him to re-
prefeat in its worlt form, has obferved of
the carth,  T'hat its greater part is co-
vered by the unirhabitable acean; that of
the refl, fomagis crcumbried with naked
mountains, anl fome loft under barren
fands ; fome feoiched with unintermitted
heat, anl fume petrified with perpetual
frolt; fo that only a few regions remain
for the produélioa of fiuits, the paflure of
cattle, and the accommod riion of man.”

The fame obfervation may be wanf
ferred to the timeallotted to us in our pre-
fent flate. When we lave dedutted all
that is abforbed in fleep, all that is in-
evitably appropiiated to the demands of
nature, or irrefiflibly engrofied by the ty-
ramay of culom; all that paffes in regu—
lating the fuperficial decorations of hife,
or is given up in the reciprocations of ci-
vility to the difpofal of others; all that is
torn from us by the violence of difeafe, or
flolen imperceptibly away by laflitude and
languar; we thall fiad that paitof our du-
ration very {mall of which we can truly
call ourfelves mafters, or which we can
fpend wholly atour own choice.  Many of
our hours are loft in a rotation of petiy
cares, in a conftant recurrence of the fame
employments, many of our provifions for
eafe or happinefs a‘e always exhaufted by
the prefent day; and a great part of ous
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exiftence ferves no other purpofe, than that
of enabling us to enjoy the reft,

Of the few moments which are left in
our difpofal, it may reafonably be ex-
{»eﬂcd, that we fhould be fo frugal, as to
ctnone of them flip from us without fome
equivalent; and perhaps it might be found,
that as the earth, however ftraitened by
rock and waters, is capable of producing
more than all its inhabitants are able to
confinne, our lives, tho’ much contraéted by
incidental diftraction, would yet afford us
a large fpace vacant to the cxercife of rea-
fon and virtue; that we want not time,
but diligence, for great performances;
and that we fquander much of our aliow-
ance, even while we think it fparing and
infufticient.

This natural and neceffary comminution
of cur lives, perhaps, often inakes us in-
fenfible of the neolipence with which we
fufter themto fli'e away  Wenever con-
fider ourfelves as pof {led at once of time
fuflicient for any gicat defign, and there-
fore indulge ourfelves in fortuitous amufe-
ments,  We think it unneceflary to take
an account of a fuw fupernumerary mo-
ments, which, however employed, could
have prodnced little advantage, and which
were expofed to a thoufand chances of dif-
turbance and interuption,

It is obfervable, that, either by nature
or by habit, our faculties are fitted to
images of a certain extent, to which we
adjufl great things by divifion, and little
things by accumulation. Of extenfive
furfices we can only take a furvey, as the
paits fucceed one another; and atoms we
cannot perceive, till they are united into
maffes.  Thus wé break the valt periods
of tme into centuries and years; and
thus, if we would know the amount of
moments, we muft agglomerate them into
days and weeks,

I'he proverbial oracles of our parfi-
mouious anceftors have informed us, that
the tatal walte of fortune is by fmall ex-
pences, by the profufion of fums too little
fingly to alum our caution, and which
we never fufter ourfelves to confider toge-
ther,  Of the fame kind is the prodiga-
lity of life: he that hopes to lock back
hereafter with fatisfaction upon palt years,
mult learn to know the prefent value of
fingle minates, and endeavour to let no
particle of timc full uelefs to the
ground.

It is ufual for thofe who are advifed to
the attainment of any new qualifications, to

ELEGANT EXTRACTS IN

PROSE.

look upon themfelves as required to
change the general courfe of their con-
du&, to difmifs their bufinefls, and exclude
pleafure, and to devote their days or
nights to a particular attention. But all
common degrees of excellence are attain-
able at a lower price; he that fhould ftca-
dily and refolutely affign to any fcience or
language thofe interftinal vacancies which
mtervene in the moft crowded variety of
diverfion or employment, would find every
day new irradiations of knowledge, and
difcover how much more is to be hoped
from frequency and perfeverance, than
from violent efforts and fudden defires;
efforts which are foon remitted when they
encounter difficulty, and defires which, if
they are indulged too often, will fhake off
the authority of reafon, and range capri-
cioufly from one objeét to another.

The difpofition to defer every important
defign to a time of leifure, and a flate of
fettled uniformity, procecds generally frem
a falfe eftimate of the human powers. If
we except thofe gigantic and ftupendous
intelligences who are faid to grafp a iy{-
tem by intuition, ana hound forward fiowm
one feries of conclufions to another, wirh-
out regular ficps through intermediate pro-
pofitions, the moft fuccefsful fudents
make their advances in knowledge by
fhert flights, between cach of which the
mind may lie atreft.  For every fingle at
of progreflion, a fhort time is futhicient;
and it 1s only neceffary, that whenever that
time is afforded, it be well employed.

Few minds will be long confined to,
fevere and laborious meditation; and when
a fuccefsful attack on knowledge has been
made, the ftudent recreates himfelf with
the contemplation of his conqueft, and
forbears another incurfion till the new ac-
quired truth has becomes familiar, and his
curiofity calls upon him for frefh gratifica-
ticns.  Whether the time of intermiffion is
fpent in company, or in folitude, in necef-
fary butinefs, or in voluntary levities, the
underftanding is equally abltracted from
the objeét of enquiry; but, perthaps, if it
b.detained by occupations lefs pleafing, it
returns again to ftudy with greater alzerity
than when it is glutted with ideal pleafure:,
and furfeited with intemperance of appli-
caticn.  He that will not fuffer himfelf w
be difcouraged by fancied impoflibilitic,
may fometimes find his abilities invigo-
rated by tne neceffity of exerting them in
fhort intervals, as the force of a current 1
incieafed by the contraction of its channcl.

From
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From fome caufe like this, it has pro-
bably proceeded, that among thofe who
have contributed to the advancement of
learning, many have rifen to ¢cminence, in
oppofition to all the obftacles which exter-
nal circumftances could place in their way,
amidft the tumult of bufinefs, the diltrefles
of poverty, or the diffipations of a wander-
ing and unfettled ftate. A great part of
the life of Erafius was one continual pere-
grination: ill fupplied with the gifts of
fortune, and led from city to city, and from
kingdom to kingdom, by the hopes of pa-
trons and preferment, hopes v hich always
flattered and always decetved him; he yet
found means, by unfhaken conftancy, and a
vigilant improvement of thofe hours, which,
in the mid#t of the motk reftlefs aftivity, will
remain unengaged, to write more than
another in the fame condition would have
hoped torcad.  Compelled by want to at-
tendance and folicitation, and fo much
verfed in common  life, that he has trani-
miited to us the mojt perfect delineation of
the manners of his age, he joined to his
Lnowledge of the world fuch application to
books, that he will ftand for ever in the
firft rank of literary heroes. lIlow this
proficiency was obtained, he fufficicntly dif-
covers, by informing us, that the Praifc of
Folly, one of his moft celebrated perform-
ances, was compofed by him on the road to
Ttaly ; ne totum tlled tempus quo equo fuit
infidendum, illiteratis fabulis tererctur, left
the hours which we was obliged tofpend on
horfeback fhould be tattled away without
regard to literature.

An Italian philofopher expreflfed in his
motto, that time aas bis glarc; an cltate
indeed, which will produce nothing without
cultivation, but will always abundantly re-
pay the labours of induftry, and fatisfy the
moft extenfive defires, if no part of it be
fuffered to lie wafte by negligence, to be
over-run with noxious plants, or laid out
for fhew rather than for ufe.  Rumbler,

§ 14 The Drportance of Time, and the
proper Methods of jpending at.

We all of us complain of the fhortnefs
of time, faith Seneca, and yet have much
more than we know what to dowith, Our
lives, fays he, are fpent either in doing
nothing at all, or doing nothing to the pur-
pole, or in doing nothing that we ought to
do.  We are always complaining our days
are few, and a@ing as though there would
be no end of them. That noble philofo-
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ourfelves in this particular by all thofe va-
rious turns of expreffion and thought which
are peculiar in his wiitings.

1 often confider mankind as wholly in-
confiltent with itfelf, in a point that brars
fome aflinity to the former. Though we
feem grieved at the fhortnefs of hife in ge-
neral, we are withing every period of it at
an end. ‘I'hc wminor longs to be atage,
then to be a man of bufinefs, then to make
up an eftate, then to arriv* at honours, then
to retire.  Thus, although the whole of
lifeis allowed by every one to be fhort, the
feveral divifions of it appear long and te-
dious. We arc for lengthening our {pan
in general, but would fain contract the
parts of which itis compofed. 'The ufuier
would be very well fatisfied to have all the
time annihilated that lies between the pre-
fent moment and the next quarter-day.
The politician would be contented to
lofe three years in his life, could he place
things in the pofture which he fancies they
will ftand in after fuch a revolution of
time. The lover would be glad to ftrike
out of his exiltence all the moments thag
are to pafs away before the happy mecting.
Thus, as faltas our time runs, we fhould be
very glad, in moft parts of our lives, that
it ran much fafter than it does. Scveral
hours of the day hang upon our hands;
nay, we with away whole years, and travcl
through time, as through a country filled
with many wild and empty wailes which
we would fain hurry over, that we may ar-
rive at thofe feveral little fertlements or
imaginary points of reft which are dif-
perfed up and down in it.

If we divide the life of moft men into
twenty parts, we fhall find that at leaft
ninetcen of them are merc gaps and chafm.,
which arc neither filled with pleafure nor
bufinefs. I do nothowevcr inelude in this
calculation the life of thofe men whoare in
a perpetual hurry of affairs, but of thoie
only who are not always engaged i feenes
of alion; and I hope 1 thall nog doan
unacceptable piece of fervice to thefe per-
fons, it I point out to them certain me-
thods for the filling up their empty fpuces
of lite. The mecthods I fhall propole to
thein are as follow:

The firlt is the exercile of viitue, in the
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‘molt general acceptation of the wo d.

That particalar fcheme wiich compra-
hends the focial virtues, m1y give cupioy-
ment to the moft induitrious tzmper, and
find a man bufnefs more tuan . moil ac-

Pher has defeiibe ﬁur inconiiftency with five Ration of Toadvile the rgnorant,
*.® THE RAMAKRIMHEA MISSION relieve

WSTITUTE «F CULTURE

LIBRARY

" oy8




22

felicve the needy, comfort the aflicted, are
dutics that fall in our way almoft every day
of our lives. A man has frequent oppor-
tunities of mitigating the fiercenefs of a
party; of doing juftice to the charaer of
adeferving man; of foftening the envious,
quieting the angry, and rettifying the pre-
judiced; which are all of them employ-
ments fuitable to a reafonable nature, and
bring great fatisfaction to the perfon who
can buly himfelf in them with difcretion,

There is anvther kind of virtue that
may find employment for thofe retired
hours in which we are altogether left to
ourfelves, and deflitute of company and
converfation; I mean that intercourfe and
communication which every reafonable
creatuie cught to maintain with the great
Author of his being.  "I'he man who lives
vnder an habitual fenfe of the divine pre-
fnee, keeps up a perpetual chearfulnefs of
temper, and evjoys every moment the fa-
thladtion of thinking Limfulf in company
with his de.reit and Lefl of hiends. "The
time niever lies heavy upon him: itis im-
poflible for him to be alune.  His thouehts
and paflions are the molt bufied at fuch
heurs when thole of other macnare the moft
unaélive.  He no foon-r fleps out of the
world but his heart burns with devotion,
fwlls with hope, and tilnmphs in the con-
fuoufneds of that piclence which every
where furreunds him; or, on the contiary,
pouns outats feus, its forrows, its appre-
henfions, to the great fupporter of its ex-
itonee.

I have here enlv confidered the neceflity
of a man’s being viituous, that he may have
fomething to doj but if we confider fur-
ther, that the excicife of virtae is nat only
an amufement for the time it lafts, but that
its influence extends to thefe parts of our
exiltence waien lie beyond the grave, and
that our whe'¢ eternity is to take its colour
fiom thofc hours winch we here employ
in virtue or in vice, th.e argument redou-
bles upon us, for putting in practice this
miethed of pafiing away our tinue,

When a man nas but a hide flock to
improve, and has of peitunities of tining
it all o good account, what thall v ¢ think
of Lim it he fufiers mineteen parts of it to
lic dead, and perhaps coploys even the
twantedi to his ran or difadvantage 2
Lut becaufe the mind cannot be always in
its fervours, nor ftrained up to a pitch of
virtue, it is necellry to find out proper
employmeris for it, in its reiexations.

‘L'he next method thewefeie that I weeld

ELEGANT EXTRACTS IN PROSE.

propofe to fill up our time, fhould be ufes
ful and innocent diverfions. I muft con-
fefs [ think it is below reafonable creaturcs
to be altogether converfant in fuch diver-
fions as are merely innocent, and have no-
thing elfe to recommend them, but that
there is no hurt in them. Whether any
kind of gaming has even thus much to fay
for itfelt, T fhall not dctermine; but [ think
it is very wonderful to fee perfons of the
beft fenfe pafling away adozen hours toge-
ther in fhufling and dividing a pack of
cards, with no other converfation bat what
is made up of a few game phrales, and no
other ideas but thofe of black or red fpots
ranged together in different figures. Would
not a man laugh to hear any onc of this
fpecies complaining that life is tho.t?

The ftage might b made a perpetual
fowrce of the molt neble and uI?:}”ul enter-
tainments, were it under proper regu-
Lations.

But the mind never unbends itfelf {o
agrecably as in the converlation of a well-
chofen fitend.  "T'here isindeed no blefling
of life that is any way compaiable to the
enjoyment of aditereet ard virtuous friend.
It cifes and unloads the mind, clears and
improves the underftarnding, engenders
thought and knowlddge, animates virtue
and good 1efolution, foothes and allays the
pailions, and finds cmployment for moft of
the vacant hours of life.

Next to fuch an intimacy with a parti-
cular perfon, one would endeavour after g
mote general converfation with fuch asare
capable of edifying and entertaining thofe
with whom they converfe, which are qua-
lities that feldom go afunder.

Tlere are many other ufeful amufe-
ments of life, which one would endeavour
to multiply, that one might, on all occa-
fions, have recourfe to {umething rather
than fuffer the mind to lic idle, or run
adrift.with any paflion that chances to rife
in it

A man that has a tafte in mufic, paint-
ing, or aichite@ure, is like one that has
another fent, when compared with fuch
as have no relith of thofe arts.  The flo-
1ift, the planter, the gardencr, the hutband-
man, when they are only as accomplifh-
ments to the man of fortune, are great re-
liefs to a country life, and many ways ufe-
ful to thofe who are poiteffed of them.

Spectaror.

§ 15 My‘pent Time, how punifhed.
I was yefterday comparing the induﬂr);.
: o

-
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of man with that of other creatures; in
which I could not but obferve, that not-
withitanding we are obliged by duty to
keep ourfelves in conftant employ, aftcr
the fame manner as inferior animals are
prompted to it by inflinét, we full very
fhort of them in this particular. We are
here the more inexcufable, Lecaufe there
i a greater variety of bufinefs to which
we may apply ourfelves. Reafon opens
to us a large field of affairs, which other
cieatures are not capable of.  Bualts of
prey,and Ibelieveof allotherkinds, in their
natural flate of being, divide their time b-
taeenadtion and reit, They are alwaysat
vork or aflecp, In fhoit, their waking
hours are wholly taken up in fecking after
their fued, or 1n confuming it.  ‘The ﬁuman
{recies only, to the great reproach of our
wature, are filled with complaints, that
« T'h: day hangs heavy on them,” that
“ They do not know what to do with
themfelves,” that « They are at a lofs
Low to pafs away their time,” with many
of the like thametul muriaurs, which we
cften find in the nouths of thofe who are
itiled reafonable beings. [How monftrous
are fuch expreffions awovy creatures who
have the labours of taz miad, as well as
thofe of the body to fuinih them with
proper employment: who, befides the bu-
finels of their proper callings and protel-
fons, can apply themfelves to the duties of
icligion, to meditation, to the reading of
nfciul books, to di‘courfe; in a word, who
may exercife themiclves in the unlounded
purluits of knowledg cand virtue, and every
bour of their lives make themiclves wifer
or better than they were before !

_ After having been taken up for fome
tie in this courfe of thought, [ diverted
myfelf with a book, according to my ulual
cuftom, in order to unbend my mind before
Dwent to fieep,  The bock 1 made ufe of
on this occafion was Lucian, where I amu-
{ed my thoughts for about an hour amonz
the dialogues of the dead, which in all pro-
hability produced the following drean.

1 was com'cyed,mr:thoughr,snlo te en-
trance of the infernalienons, woere L faw
Riadamanthus, onc of the judges of the
dead, feated on his t.ibanal.” Qu ins lefee
h:md ftood the keeper of Ercbue, on his
nght the keeper of Elyfium, ) was toll
b Tatupon women that day, theie beg fe-
veral of the fox lately arrived, who had not
yet tneir manfions alfipned them. I was
$u'prifed to hear him afk every one of them
e fame quettion, namcly, « What they
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had been doing ?” f]pon this queftion
being propofed to the whole affembly, they
ftared one upon another, as not knowing
whattoanfwer. He theninterrogated eacn
of them feparately,  Madam, lays he to
the firlt of them, you have been upon the
earthabout fifty years; whathave you been
doing there all this while?  Doing ! fays
fhe, really 1 do not know what I have been
doing: 1defire I may have time given me
to recolledt.  After about half an hour’s
paufe, he told him that fhe had been play-
ing at crimp; upon which Rhadamanthus
beckoned to the keeperon his left hund, to
take her into cuttody.  And you, madam,
fays the judge, that lock with fuch a foft
and languifhng air; [ think you fet out
for this place in your nine-and-twenticth
year, what have you been doing all this
while? I had a great deal of hufinefs on
my hands, (ays fhe, being taleen up the firft
twelve years of my life i dreiling a jointed
baby, and all the remaining potot it in
reading plays wnd romances. Very well,
fays he, you have employed your time to
geod purpofe. Away with her, The next
wasdaplam country-woman: Well,mitiefs,
fays Rhadamanthus,and whathave you been
domg? An’t pleafe your worthip, fays (e,
1did not live quite forty years ; andin that
time brought my hafband feven drghters,
made Limnine thoufand cheef s, and Ickumy
eideft gul with him, to look after his houte
in my abfence, and who, 1may venture to
fay, 15 a5 pretty a houlewife us any in the
country,  Rbadamanthus fimilcd at  the
fimplicity of the good woman, and ordered
the heeper of Elylium to take her into s
care.  Aud.you, fair lady, fays he, what
have you been doing thefe fivc-and-thirty
years? Ihave been doing ro hur, I alture
you, iy, fard the, That is wdll, faid he,
butwhat goed have you been doing ? 'Lhe
hidy was i great confuiton at this queftion,
and vot krowing what to anfwer, the two
I->epers leaped ont tofeize herat the fame
thne; the one rook her by the huad toeon-
veyler to Llyfium, the other caugnehold of
Lerto carry her away to iebus. But Rha-
damanthusoblerving an ingenvous modefty
inhier countenance and behaviour, bid them
both let her loofe, and fcther aii fe for a re-
examination when he was more at leiture,
An old woman, of a proud and four look,
prefented herieif next at the bar, and being
a%ked what the had been doing 2 T'ruly,
fuil fne, Hived thicefcore-and-ten years in
a very wicked world, and was fo angry at
the behaviour of a parcel of young Hirts,

C 4 that
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that I pafled molt of my laft years in con-
demning the follies of the times; [ was
every day blaming the filly condu@t of
people about me, in order to deter thofe
1 converfed with from falling into thelike
errors and mifcarriages.  Very well, favs
Rhadam nthus; but did you keep the fame
watchful eye over your own aftions? Why
truly, fays the, I was fo taken up with
publifhing the faults of others, that I had
no time to confider my own., Madam, fays
Rhadamanthus, be pleafed to file off to
the left, and make room for the venerable
matron that flands behind you.  Old gen-
tlewoman, fays he, I think you are four-
feore @ you have heard the queilion, what
have you been doing folong in the world ?
Al, Sir! fays fue, I have been doing what
1 thould net have done, but T had made a
firm relolution to have changed my liks,
if 1had not been {natched off by an un.
timely end.  Dadam, fays he, you will
pleaie to follow your leader: and fjn fner
another of the fame age, mteriogited Ler
in the fure form. To which the matron
1eplied, L have been the wife of a hof-
hand who was as dear to me in his old
age as inlis youthe T have been a mo-
ther,and very happy inmy ¢lildren, whom
1 endeavonred to bring up in cvery thirg
thatis goed. My cldett fon is bl by
the peor, and beloveld by every one that
knows him, I lived within my own fa-
mily, and left it much more wealthy than
I found it.  Rladamanthus, who knew the
value of the old lady, fmijed upon her in
fuch a marner, that the keeper of Ely-
fium, who Laew his oflice, reached out his
hand to her. He ro fooner touched her,
bat her wrinkles vanithed, her eyes fpark-
led, her checks glowed with Dluthes, and
the appeared in full bloom and beapty. A
young woman obferving that this officer,
wlho condudted the happy to Elyfium, was
fo great a heaunfier, Jonged to be in his
hands; fo that prefing through the crowd,
fhe was the noxe that appeared at the bar,
And being afked what the had been doing
the five-and-twenty vears that fhe had
pafled in the world? I bave cudeavoured,
vivs fhe, ever fince [ came to years of
difcretion, to make my {elf lovely, and gain
admirers. In order to it, I pafled my
time in bottling up May-dew, inventing
white waflies, mixing colours, cutting out
patches, confulting my glafs, fuiting my
complexion, tearing off my tucker, fink-
ing my ftays.—Rhadamanthus, without
varing her out, gave the fign to take her
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off. Upon the approach of the keeper of
Erebus, her colour faded, ker face was
puckered up with wrinkles, and her whole
perfon loft in deformity. )

1 was then furprifed with a diflant
found of a whole troop of females, that
came forward laughing, finging, and danc-
ing. I was very defirous to know the re-
ceptior they would meet with, and withal
was very apprehenfive, that Rhadaman-
thus would {puil their mirth : But at their
nearer approach the noife grew fo very
great that it awakened me.

I lay fome time, refleéting in myfelf on
the oddnefs of this dream, and could not
forbear afking my own heart, what I was
doing? T anfwered myfulf that | was writ-
ing Grardians, 1f my readers make as
gocd a ufe of this work as T defign they
fhould, T hope it will never be imputed to
meas o work that s vain and unpiofit-
able, ’

I thall corclude this paper with recom-
mending to them the {ame thort felf-exa-
minatwn, If every ore of them trequently
lays bis haad upon 1is heart, and confiders
what he is dong, it will cheek him in alt
the idle, or, what is worfe, the vicious
monients of life, Jift up his mind when
1tis teming onin a faies cf indifferent
ations, and encomage him when he 1> en-
gaged in thofe which are virtuous and lau-
dable, In a woud, it will very much alle-
viatg that guilt wiich the befl of men have
reafon to wcknowledge in their daily con-
feflions, of ¢ leaving undone thofe things
which they ought to have done, and of
doing thole things which they ought not
to have done,’ Guardian,

§ 16. A Knowledge of the Ufe and Valae of

Time wwery important to Youth,

There is nething which Umore with that
you thould know, and which fewer people
do krow, than the true ufe and value of
time. ltis in every body’s mouth; butin
few people’s pradice, Every fool who
flatterns awdy his whole time in nothings,
utters, however, fome trite common-place
fentence, of which there are millions, to
prove, at once, the value and the flectnefs
of time. The fun-dials, likewife, all over
Europe, have fome ingen:ous infcription to
that cffe@ ; fo that nobody fquanders away
their time, without hcaring and fecing,
daily, how neceflary it is to employ it well,
and how irrecoverable it is if loft. But
all thefe admoaitions are ufclefs, where
there is not a fund of good fenfe and r;a-

on
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fon to fuggeft them, rather than receive
them. By the manner in which you now
tell me that you employ your time, I flat-
ter myfelf, that you have that fund: that
is the fund which will make you rich in-
deed. 1 do not, therefore, mean to give
you a critical effay upon the ufe and abufe
of time; L will only give you fome hints,
with regard to the ule of one particular
period of that long time which, I hope,
you have before you; I mean the next
troyears. Remember then, that whatever
I'nowledge you do not folidly lay the foun-
dation of before you are eighteen, ycu
w1l never be matter of while you breathe,
Knowledge is a comfortable and ncceflary
reteeat aad fhelter for us in an advanced
are; and if we do not plant it while young,
it will give us no thade when we grow old.
1 neither require ner expet from you
great application to books, after you are
cnee thrown out into the great world, [
know it is impoflible; and it may even, in
fone cafes, be improper: diis, thaefore,
35 vour time, and your only time, for un-
wened and uninterrupted appheation. If
you fhould fometimes think 1t a little ia-
borious, confider, that libour is the una-
voidable fatigue of a neceflary journcy.
The more hours a day you travel, the
{noner you will be at your journey’s end.
The foouer you are qualified for your li-
berty, the fooner you fhall have it; and
your manumitlion will entircly depend up-
on the manner in which you employ the
intermediate time, I think 1 olfer you a
very yood bargain, when 1 promife you,
upon my word, that, if you will do every
thing that I would have you do, tiil you
are cighteen, I will do every thing that
you would have me do, cver atierwards,
Lerd Cleflor fuld.

§17. On alaxy end tiflng Difpelition.
‘T'here are two forts of underftandings;
onc of which hinders a man from ever be-
ng confiderable, and the other commonly
makes him ridiculous; 1 mean the lazy
mind, and the tnfing fiivolous mind.
Yours, I hope, is ncither. ‘I'ac lazy mind
will not take the trouble of going to the
buttom of any thing s but, diicouraged by
the firtt difficulries (and every thing worth
nowing or having is attended wath fome)
fops thare, contents itlelt with eafy, and,
confequently, fupeifioal knowledge, and,
prefers a great degree of ignorence, to a
finall degres of trouble. Thefe people
“either think, or reprefent, moit things as

AND RELIGIOQUS. a5

impoffible; whereas few things are fo to
induftry and aétivity, But difliculties feem
to themn impoflibilitics, or at lealt they
pretend to think them fo, by way of excute
for their lazinefs.  An hour's attention to
the fame objet is too laborious for them;
they take every thing in the light in which
it at firft prefents itfelf, never confider i
in all its different views; and, in fiort,
never think it thorough. "I'he confequence
of this-is, that when they come 1o fpeak
upon thefe fubje&s before people who have
confidered them with attention, they enly
difcover their own ignorance and favinefs,
and lay themfelves open to anfwers that
put them in confufion,

Do not then be difcouraged by the firft
difficultics, but comra andestior 1to: and
refalve to go to the bottom of all thofe
things, which every gentleman ought to
know well.  Thofe arts or feciences, which
are peculiar to certiin profuilions, need not
be decply known by thofc who are not in-
tended for thofe profeflions. As, for in.
ftance, fortification and navigation ; of both
which, a fuperficial and generalknowledge,
fuch as the common coutfe of converfation,
with a very hule enquiry on your part,
will give you, is fufhcient. Thouph, by
the way, a little more knowledge of forti-
fication may be of fomc ulc to you; as the
events of war, in ficges, make many of the
terms of that fcience occur froquently in
common converiatiors ; and one would he
forry to fay, hke the Muarquis de Maf-
canlle, in Moliere’s Priceufis Ridicules,
when he hears of ane demie Lune: Ma for,
it bien wne Line toute entivie. Bat thole
things which evory gentlumin, indepen.
dently of profcffion, thould krow, he ought
to know wdll, and dive iuto wil the depths
of them.  buchae | nlj,u&gcs, uitory, and
geography, ancicat and modein; philofo-
ply, rational logic, rhetoric; and for you
particularly, the conilitutions, and the ci-
vil and military flate of cvery cointry in
Europe, 'This, I confefs, is a pretty large
circle of knowledge, uttendc({’ with fomn:
dificulides, and 1cquiring fome  trouble,
whicl, however, an aive and induftrions
mind will overcome, and be amply re-
paid.

The trifling and f:ivolous mind is always
bafied, but to litile purpofe; it takes Letle
objelts for great ones, and throws awny
upon trifles that time and attention which
only importamt things deferve. Kuicke
knacks, butterflics, fhells, infects, &c, are
the objelts of their moit ferions refzarches,

Thy
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They contemplate the drefs, not the cha-
racters, of the company they keep.  ‘They
atiend more to the decorations of a play,
than o the fenfe of it; and to the cere-
monics of a court,more than to its politics.
Such an employment of time is 2n abfolute
lofs of ic, Lord Cheflerficll’s Letters.

§ 18. Toe bad Effets of Indolence.

No other difpefition, or turn of mind, fo
totally unfits a man for all the focial offices
of life, as Indolence. An idle man isa
mere blank in the creation: he feems made
for no end, and lives to no purpofe.  He
cannot engage himfelf in any employment
or profefion, bceaule he will never have
diligence enourh to follow it: he can fue-
ceed in no undertakiag, for he will never
pariue it; he mut be a bad hufband, fa-
ther, and relation, for he will not take the
Ieaft pains to preferve his wite, children,
and family, from flarving; and he mult be
a worthlefs friend, for he would not draw
his hand fiem his bofomn, though to pre-
vent the deftiuétion of the univerfe. 1 he
1s born peor, he will remain fo all his hit,
which he will probably end in a diwch, or
at the gallows: 1f he embasks in trade, he
will be a bankrupt: and if he is a per-
fon of fortune, his ftewards will acyuire
immenfe eftates, and he himfelf perhaps
will die in the Flect.

It fhould be conlidered, that nature did
not bring us into the world in a fatwe of
perfeciion, but has left us in a capacity ot
improvement; which thould {eem to inti-
mute, that we fhou'd labour to render cur-
fuives excellent. Very few are fuch ab-
tulute idiots, as not to be able to become
ot Jeaft decent, it not eminent, in their
feveral ftations, by uawearied and keen
spplication; nor are there any potlefind of
fuch tranfcendent genias and abilites, as

o render all pains and dihigence unnccef-
fary. Perieverance wiil overcome difi-
culties, which at @t appear infuperable;
and it is amazing to confider, how great
and numerous ohitacles way be removed
by a coatinml attentin to any particular
pot:t. I will neomention heie, the uite
example of Demotthenss, who got over
the greateft natozal impedin ents toozatory,
bat content myfelf with a more modern
and fanuliar initacce. Being at Sadler’s
Wells a 2w nights aco, 1 could not but
adire the furpiting feats of adlivity there
exhibited; and at ame time reflelted,
what lacred.bl: paias asd labour it muit
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have coft the performers to arrive at the
art of writhing their bodies into fuch va-
rious and unnatural contortions. But I
was moft taken with the ingenious artift,
who, after fixing two bells to cach foot,
the fame number to each hand, and with
great propricty placing a cap and bells on
his head, played feveral tuncs, and went
through as regular triple peals and bob-
majors, as the boys of Chuift-church Hof-
pital; all which he effetted by the due
Jerking of his arms and legs, and nodding
his head backward and forward. If this
artift had taken equal pains to employ his
head 1 another way, he might perhaps
have becn as deep a proficient in numbers
as Jedediah Buxton, er atlealt a tolerable
modeinhymer, of whichhe 15 now wo had
emblem: and if our fine ladies would ul:
equ. diligence, they might filbion their
minds as fuceefofully, as Madam Cathaiina
dsflorts her body.

"i'uore is not in the world a moere ufcleds,
idle animal, than he who contents hunfelf
with buing merely a gentleman, e has
an ciate, therefore he will not endeavour
to acquire knowledge: he is rot to labour
in any vocation, therefore i will do no.
thing.  But the misfortune 15, that there
is ro fuch thing in natare as a negative
virtue, ahd that ablolute idlenefs is im-
practicable.  He, who does no good, will
certainly do mifchief; and the mind, if it
is net ftored with ufeful knowledge, will
necefiorily become a magazine of nonfenfe
and tiitles, Wherefore a gentleman, though
he is not obliged to rife to open his fhop,
or woile at his trade, fhould always find
fome ways of e¢mploying his tune to ad-
vantige, If he makes no advances in
wifdom, he will become move and mere
a flave to folly; and he that dees nothing,
becaufe he has nothing to do, will become
vicious and abandened, or, at beit, ridica-
lous ¢nd contemptible.

1 do not know a more melancholy ob-
je@, than a man of an honeft heart, and
fine natural abilities, whofe good qualitics
are thus deftroyed by indolence.  Such a
perfon is a conttane plague toall his friends
and acquaintance, with all the means inhis
power of adding to the'r happinefs; and
fuffers himfelf to take rank among the
loweit charaéters, when he might render
himielf confpicuous among the higheft.
Nubody is more univerfally beloved and
more univerfully avoided, than my friend
Cuiclefs. He is an humane man, who
never did a beneficent altion; and 3 man
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of unfhaken integrity, on whom it is im-
poflible to depend. ~ With the beft head,
and the beft heart, he regulates his con-
du& in the moft abfurd manner, and fre-
quently injures his friends; for whoever
negleéts to do juflice to himfelf, muft ine-
vitably wrong thofe with whom he is con-
ne&e({ ; anditis by no means a true max-
im, that an idle man hurts nobody bat
himfelf,

Virtue then is not to be confidered in
the light of mere innocence, or abftaining
from harm; but as the exertion of our
facultics in doing good: as Titus, when
he had let a day flip undiftinguithed by
fome act of virtue, cried out, <[ have loft
a day.” If we regard our time in this
light, how many days thall we look back
upon as iryetrievably loft! and to how nar-
row a compafs would fuch a method of
calculation frequently reduce the longeft
hte! 1f we were to number our days, ac-
cording as we have applied them to vir-
tue, it would occafion ftrange revolutions
in the manner of reckoning the ages of
men,  We fhould fee fome few arrived to
a good old age in the prime of their youth,
and meet with feveral young fellows of
fourfcore.

Agreeable to this way of thinkipg, I
remember te have met with the epitaph of
an aged man four years old; dating his
exiftence from the time of his reformation
fromevilcourfes, "The inferiptions on mott
tomb-ftones commemorate no a&s of vir-
tuc preformed by the perfons who lie un-
der them, but only record, that they were
born one day, and dicd another. "But I
would fain have thofe people, whofe lives
have been ufelefs, rendcied of fome fer-
vice after their deaths, by affording leflons
of inftruction and moiality to thofc they
leave behind them. Wherefore 1 could
wifh, that, in every parith, feveral acres
were marked out for a new and fpacious
burying-ground: in which every perfon,
whofe remains are there depofited, thould
have a fmall ftone laid over them, reckoa-
Ing their agfe, according to the manner in
which they have improved or abufed the
time aliotted them in their lives. In fuch
circumftances, the plate on a coffin might
be the higheft panegyric which the deceaf-
ed could receive; and a little fquare flone
Inferibed with Ob. Ann, /tat. 8o, would
b a nobler eulogium, than all the lapidary
adulation of modern epitaphs.

. Connsiffeurs
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§ 19, The innocent Pleafures of Childbood.

As it is ufual with me to draw a fecret
unenvied pleafure from a thoufand inci-
dents overlooked by other men, I threw
myfelf into a fhort tranfport, forgetting my
age, and fancying myfelf a fchool-boy,

This imagination was ftrongly favoured
by the preFence of fo many young boys,
in whofc looks were legible the fprightly
paflions of that age, which raifed in me a
fort of fympathy. Warm blood thrilled
through cvery vein; the faded memory
of thofe enjoyments that once gave me
pleafure, put on ‘more lively colours,
and a thoufand gay amufements filled my
mind.

It was not without regret, that I was
forfaken by this waking dream. The
cheapnefs of pucrile delights, the guiltlefs
joy they lcave upon the mind, the b'oom-
ing hopes that lig up the foul in the afcent
of life, the pleafure that attends the gra-
dual opening of the imagination, and the
dawn of reafon, made me think moft men
found that ftage the moft agrecable part of
their journey.

When men come to riper years, the in-
nocent diverfions which exalted the fpirits,
and produced health of body, indolence of
mind, and refrefhing flumbers, are too of-
ten exchanged for criminal delights, which
fill the foul with anguifh, and the body
with difeafe. 'The grateful employment
of admiring and ru'.ka’ng themiclves to an
imitation ofgthe polite ftile, beautifulimages,
and noble fentiments of ancicnt authors, is
abandoned for law-latin, the lucubrations
of our paltry news-mongers, and that
fwarm of vile pamphlets which corrupe
our tafte, and infeft the public. The ideas
of virtue which the chara&ers of heroes
had imprinted on their minds, infenfibly
wear out, and they come to be influenced
by the ncarer examples of a degenerate
age,

g]n the morning of life, when the foul
firt makes her entrance into the world, all
things look freth aud gay; their novelty
furprifes, and every httle glitter or gaudy
colour tranfports the ftranger. But by
degrees the fenfe giows callous, and we
lofe that exquifite relifh of trifles, by the
time our minds fhould be fuppofed riﬁc
for rational entertainments. I cannot make
this refletion without being touched with
a commifcration of that fpecies called beaus,
the happinefs of thofe men neceffarily ter-

minating
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minating with their childhood, who, from
a want of knowing other purfuits, continue
a fondnels for the delights of that age,
after the relifh of them is decayed.

Providence hath with a bountiful hand
prepared a variecy of pleafures for the va.
rious ftages of life. It behoves us not to
be wanting to ourfelves in forwarding the
intention of nature, by the culture of our
minds, and a due preparation of each fa-
culty for the enjoyment of thofe objedts it
is capable of being affected with,

As our parts open and difplay by gen-
tle degrees, we rife from the gratifications
of fenfe, to relith thofe of the mind, fn
the fcale of pleafure, the loweft are fen-
fual delights, which are fucceeded by the
more enlarged views and gay portraitures
of a lively imaginatien; and thefe give
way to the fublimer pleafures of reafon,
which difcover the caufes and defigns, the
frame, connettion, and fymmetry of things,
and fill the mind with the contemplation
of intelle€tual beauty, order, and truth.

Hence I regard our public fchools and
univerfitics, not only as nurferies of men
for the fervice of the church and ftate,
but alfo as places defigned to teach man-
kind the moft refined luxury, to raife the
mind to its due perfeion, and give it a
tafte for thofe entertainments which af-
ford the higheft tranfporr, without the

roflnefs or remorfe that attend vulgar en-
yments.

In thofe blefled retreats men enjoy the
fiveets of folitude, and yet converle with
the greateft genii that have appeared in
every age; wander through the delightful
mazes of every art and fcience, and as
they gradually enlarge their fphere of
knowledge, at once rejoice in their pre-
fent pofleflions, and are animated by the
boundlefs profpect of future difcoveries.
There, a generous emulation, a noble
thirft of fame, a love of truth and honour-
abic regards, reign in minds as yet un-
tainted from the world.  ‘There, the ftock
of leaining tranfimitted down from the an-
cients, is preferved, and receives a daily
incredle; and it is thence propagated by
men, who having finithed their ftudies, go
into the world, and {pread that general
knowledge and good tae throughout the
1and, which is fo diftant from the barba-
ri{m of its ancient inhabitants, or the fierce
g-nius of its invaders. And as it is evi-
dent that our literature is owing to the
{choels and univerfities; fo it cannot be
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denied, that thefe are owing to our re.
ligion,

It was chiefly, if not altogether, upon
religious confiderations that piinces, as
well as private perfons, have erefted col-
leges, and affigned liberal endowments to
ftudents and profeffors, Upon the fame
account they meet with encouragement and
protc&tion from all chriftian flates, as being
efteemed 2 neceffary means to have the
facred oracles and primitive traditions of
chriflianity preferved and underftood. And
it i well known, that after a long night of
ignorance and fuperftition, the reforma-
tion of the church and that of learning
began together, and made proportionable
advances, the Jatter having been the effe®
of the former, which of courfe engaged
men in the ftudy of the learned languages
and of antiquity. Guardian,

§ 20. Ox Chearfulnefs.

I have always preferred chearfulnefs to
mirth. The latter I confider as an a&,
the former as a habit of the mind. Mirth
is fhort and tranfien:, chearfulnefs fixed
and permanent. Thofe are often raifed
into the greateft tranfports of mirth, who
are fubjeét to the greateft depreffions of
melancholy : on the contrary, chearfulnefs,
though it does not give the mind fuch an
exquifite gladnefs, prevents us from falling
into any depths of forrow. Mirth is like
a flath of lightning, that breaks through a
gloom of clouds, and glitters for a mo-
ment; chearfulnefs keeps up a kind of day-
light in the mind, and fills 1t with a fteady
and perpetual ferenity.

Men of auftere principles look upop,
mirth as too wanton and diffolute for %
ftate of probation, and as filled with a
certain triumph and infolence of heart that
is inconfikent with a life which is every
moment obnoxious to the greateft dangers.
Writers of this complexion have obferved,
that the facred Perfon who was the great
pattern of perfetion, was never feen ta
laugh.

(%hcarfulncfs of mind is not liable to
any of thefe exceptions ; it is of a ferious
and compofed nature; it does not throw
the mind into a condition improper for the
prefent ftate of humanity, and is very con-
fpicuous in the charadters of thofe who
arelooked upon as the greateft philofophers
among the heathens, as well as amon
thofe who have been defervedly efteeme
as faints and holy men among Chriftians.
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1f we confider chearfulnefs in three
lights, with regard to ourfelves, to thofe
we converfe with, and to the great Author
of our being, it will not a little recom-
mend itfelf on each of thefe accounts. The
man who is poffeffed of this excellent frame
of mind, is not only eafy in his thoughts; but
aperfe&t mafter of all the powers and facul-
tics of the foul : his imagination is always
clear, and his judgment undifturbed; his
temper is even and unrufiled, whether in
altion or folitude. He comes with a relifh
to all thofe goods which nature has pro-
vided for him, taftes all the pleatures of
the creation which are poured about him,
and does not feel the full weight of thofe
accidental evils which inay befal him.

If we confider him in relation to the
perfons whom he converfes with, it natu-
rally produces love and good-will towards
him, A chearful mind is not only dife
pofud to be affable angd obliging, but raifes
the fume good-humour in thofe who come
wit'in its influcnce. A man finds himfelf
pleafed, he does not know why, with the
chearfulnefs of his companion: it is like
a {udden funfhine, that awakens a fecret de-
hghtin the mind, without her attending to
it. I'ae heart rejoices of its own accord,
and naturally flows out into frieadthip and
beoevolence towards the perfon who has fo
kindly an effe&t upon it.

When I confider this chearful flate of
" mindin its third relation, [ cannot but look
upon it as a conftant habitual gratitude to
the great Author of nature. An inward
chearfulnefs is an implicit praife and thankf-
giving to Providence under all its difpen-
fations. It is a kind of acquiefcence in
.the ftate wherein we are placed, and a fe-
“cret approbation of the divine will in his

condu&t towards man.

There are but two things, which, in my
Opinion, can reafonably deprive us of this
chearfulnefsof heart. The firft of thefe is the
fenfe of guilt. A man who lives in a ftate
of vice and impenitence, can have no title
to that evenncfs and tranquillity of mind
which is the health of the fiul, and the na-
tural effeét of virtue and innocence. Chear-
fulnefs in an ill man deferves a harder name
than language can farnith us with, and is
Mmany degrees beyond what we commonly
Sall folly or madpefs.

Atheifm, by which I mean a difbelief of
a Supreme Being, and confequently of a
future ftate, under whatfoever title it thel-
ters jtfelf, may Likewifs very reafonably

Prive ® man.of this chearfulnels of tem-
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per. There is fomething fo particularly
gloomy and offenfive to human nature in
the profpe& of non-exiftence, that I can-
not but wonder, with many excellent wri-
ters, how it is pofiible for a man to out-
live the expe&ation of it. For my own

art, T think the being of a God is fo
fittle to be doubted, that it is almoft the
only truth we are fure of, and fuch a tiuth
as we meet with In every objedt, in every
occurrence, and in every thought, If we
look into the charatters of this tribe of in-
fidels, we generally find they are made up
of pride, fpleen, and cavil: it is indced
no wonder, that men, who arc uneafy to
themfclves, thould be fo to the reit of the
world ; and how is it poflible for a man
to be otherwife than uneafy in himfelf,
who is in danger every moment of lofing
his entire exiftence, and dropping into
nothing ?

The vicious man and Atheift have there-
fore no pretence to chearfulnefs, and would
aét very unreafonably, fhonld they endea-
vour after it. It is impoflible for any one
to live in goed-humour, and enjoy hus pre-
fent exificuce, who is apprchenfive cither
of torment or of annihilation ; of beingy
miferable, or of not being at all,

After having mentioned thele two great
principles, which are deftrullive of chear-
fulnefs in their own natere, as well as in
right reafon, I cannot think of any other
that ought to banifh this happy temper
from a virtuous mind. Pajn and ficknes,
fhame and reproach, paverty and old-age,
nay death itfelf, confidering the fhortnefs
of their duration, and the advantage we
may reap from them, do not deferve the
name of evils. A good mind may bear
up under them with fortitude, with indo-
lence, and with chearfulnefs of heart, ‘I'he
tofling of a tempelt does not difcompofe
him, which he is fure will bring him to a
joy ful harbour. '

A man, who ufes his beflt endeavours o
live according to the dictates of virtue and
right reafon, has two ptrpetual fources of
chearfulnefs, in the confideration of his
own nature, and of that Being on whom
he has a dependence. If he looks into
bimfelf, he cannot but rejoice in that ex-
iftence, which is fo lately beftowed upon
him, and which, after millions of ages,
will be full new, and ftill in its beginning.
How many felf-congratulations naturall
arife in the mind, woen it refle@ts on thig
its entrance into eternity, when it takes a
view of thofe improveable facultics, which

in
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in 2 few years, and even as its firft fecting
out, have made (o confiderable a progrefs,
and which will be ftill receiving an increafe
of perfeQion, and confequently an increafe
of Eappinefs | The confcioufnefs of fuch a
being fpreads a Yerpetual diffufion of joy
through the foul of a virtuous man, and
makes him Jook upon himfelf every mo-
ment as more happy than he knows how
to conceive.

The fecond fource of chearfulnefs to
a good mind is, its confideration of that
Being on whom we have our dependence,
and in whom, though we behold him as yet
but in the firlt faint difcoveries of his per-
feftions, we fee every thing that we can
imigine as great, glorious, or amiable.
We find ourfclves every where upheld by
his goodnefs, and furrounded with an im-
menfity of love and mercy. In fhort, we
depend upon a Being, whofe power qua-
lifies him to make us happy by an infinity
of means, whofe goodnefs and truth en-

age him to make thofe happy who defire
3t of him, and whofe unchangeablenefs
will fecure us in this happinefs to all eter-
nity.

Such confiderations, which every one
fhould “perpetually cherifh in his thoughs,
will banith from us all that fecict heavinefs
of heart which unthinking men are fubjedt
to when they Jic under no real affiction,
sl that anguith which we may feel from
any cvil that a&ually opprefies us, to which
1 may likewife add thole livle cracklings
of mirth and folly, that arc apter to be-
tray virtue than fupport it; and eftablifh
in us fuch an cven and chearful temper, as
makes us pleafing to ourfelves, to thofe
with whom we converfe, and to him whem
we are made to pleafe. Spedator.

§ 21, On the ddvantages of a chea ful
Temper.

Chearfulnefs is, in the firt place, the
bet promoter of health. Kepinings and
fecret murmurs of heart give impercepti-

lc ft.okes to thofe delicatc fibres of which
the vital parts are compofed, and wear out
the machine infenfibly ; not to mention
thofe violent ferments which they ftir up
in the blood, and thofe irregular difturbed
motions, which they raife in the animal
fpirits. I fearce remember, in my own
cblervation, to have met with many old
men, or with fuch, who (to ufe our Eng-
kit phrafe) wear we'l, that liad not at leaft
& wertam indolence in their humour, if not

.
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2 more than ordinary gaiety and chearful-
nefs of heart. The truth of it is, health
and chearfulnefs mutually beget each other;
with this difference, that we feldom meet
with a great degree of health which is not
attended with a certain chearfulnefs, but
very often fee chearfulncfs where there is
no great degree of health.

Chearfutnefs bears the fame friendly re~
gard to the mind as to the body : it ba-
nifhes all anxious care and difcontent,
foothes and compofes the paffions, and
keeps the foul in a perpetual calm. But
having alrcady touched on this laft confi-
deration, I thall here take notice, that the
world in which we are placed, is filled
with innumerable objects that are proper
to raife and keep alive this happy temper
of mind.

If we confider the world in its fubfer-
vicney to man, onc would think it was
made for our ufe; but if we confider it
in its natural beauty and harmony, one
wounld be apt to conclude it was made for
our pleafure, 'The fun, which is as the
great foul of the univerfe, and produces all
the neceflaries of life, has a particular in-
fluence in chearing the mind of man, and
making the heart glad. \Q,07%

Thofe feveral living creatures which are
made for our fervice or fultenance, at the
fame time cither fill the woods with their
mufic, furnith us with game, or raife
pleafing ideas in us by the delightful-
n-fs of their appeararce. Fountains, lakes,
and rivers, are as refrefhing to the imagi-
nation, as to the foil through which they
pafs.

There are writers of great ditinétion,
who have made it an argument for Provi- F
dence, that the whole earth is covered
with green, rather than with any other
coloar, as being fuch a right mixture of
light and fhade, that it comforts and
itiengthens the cye, inftead of weakening
or giieving it. For this reafon, feveral
painters have a green cloth hanging near
them, to cafc the eye upon, after too great
an application to their colouring. A fa-
mous modern philofopher accounts for it
in the following manner: All colours that
are more luminous, overpower and diffi-
pate the animal fpirits which are employed
in fight; on the contrafry, thofe that are
more obfcure do not give the animal fpi-
rits a fufficient exercife ; whereas, the rays
that produce in us the idea of green, fall
upon the eye in fuch a due proportig:,

t



BOOK I

that they give the animal fpirits their pro-
per play, and, by keeping up the firuggle
m a jut balance, excite a very pleafing
and agreeable fenfation, Let the caufe be
what it will, the effe& is certain ; for which
reafon, the poets afcribe to this particular
colour the epithet of chearfil.

To confider further this double end in
the works of nature, and how they are, at
the fame time, both ufefal and entertain-
ing, we find that the moft important parts
in the vegetable world are thofe which are
the moit beautiful.  Thefe are the focds
by which the feveral races of plants are
propagated and continued, and which are
always lodged in flowers or bloffoms. Na-
ture {eems to hile her principal defign,
and to be induftrious in making the earth
21y and delightful, whilc the 15 caaying
on her great work, and intent upon her
o vn prefervation.  The hatbandman, alter
the {ame mauner, is employed in Lying
ot the whole country into a kind of gar-
drn o landfkip, 2nd making cvery thing
fmile aboat him, whallt, in reality, he thinks
¢f votuing but of the harvert, and incicaie
which s to arife fiom it

We may farther obferve how Previ-
dence has taken care to keep wp this
cheasfubuefs in the mind of man, by hav-
g formed it after fuch a maaner, as to
riake it capable of conceiving dciight from
bveral objects which feem to hwve very
little vie in them; as from the wildnels of
reksand deferts, and the hke giotefijue
paits of nature,  ‘Thofe who nie verfed in
philofophy may fill cairy thi confidera-
tion higher, by obferving, that it matter
hid appeared to us endowed only with
athofe real qualities which it a&ually pof-
futles, it would have made but a very joy-
lofs and uncomfortable figwe; and why
h s_Providence given it a power of pro-
ducing in us fuch imaginary qualities, as
tattes and colours, founds and fmells, heat
and cold, but that man, while he is con-
¥efantin thelower Rations of nature, might
have his mind cheared and delighted with
Agrecable {enfations?  In thort, the whale
tniverfe is a kind of theatie filled with
objects that either raife in us pleafure,
amufement, or admiration.

The reader’s own thoughts will fuggeft
% him the viciffitude of day and night, the
Cnange of feafons, with all that vartety of
feenes which diverfify the face of nature,
~3ad fill the mind with a perpetuai fuccel-
fion of beautifal and pleafing images.  *

1 fhal mot here mention the feveral en-
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tertainments of ait, with the pleafures of
friendfhip, Books, converfation, and other
accidental diverfions of life, becanfe I
would only take notice of fuch incitements
to a chearful temper, as offer themiclves
to perfons of all ranks and conditions, and
whichmay fufficiently fhew us, that Provi-
dence did not defign this world thould be
filled with murmurs and repinings, or that
the heart of man fhould be involved in
gloom and melancholy.

I the more inculcate this chearfulnefs
of temper, as it is a virtue in which our
countiymen are obferved to be more defi-
cient than any other nation.  Melancholy
is a kind of demon that haunts ouritland,
and often conveys herfelf to usin an caf-
terly wind, A celebrated French novelift,
in oppofition to thofe who begin their ro-
marces with a flewery feafon of the ycar,
cnters on his ftory thus: ¢In the gloomy
< month of November, when the people ¢ f
¢« England hang and drown themfelves, a
¢ difconfolate lover walked out into the
¢ fields,” &e.

Lvery one ousht to fence againft the
temper of his climate or contlitution, and
frequently to indulge in himfe!thofe con-
fiderations which may give him a ferenity
of mind, and erable kim to bear up chear-
fully againft thofe little evils and misfor-
tunes which are common to hainan nature,
and which by a1ightimprovement of them,
will produce a faticty of joy, and an unin-
terrupted happisefs.

At the fame time that T would engage
my reader to confider the world 1 its molt
agreeable lights, Imultown there are many
evils which naturaily fpring up amidft the
entertainments that are provided for us;
but thefe, if 1ightly confidered, thould te
far from overcatling the mind with forrow,
or deftioying that chearfalaefs of temper
which 1 have been recommending,  "Fiis
interfperfion of evil with good, and pain
with pleafure, in the wotks of nature, 3s
very truly aicribed by Mr. Locke, in his
Effay upon Human Underftanding, 1o a
moral reafon, in the following words:

¢ Beyond all this, we may find another
¢ reafon why God hath {cattercd up and
¢ down feveral degrees of pleafure and
¢ pain, in all the things that environ anl
¢ affe& us, and blended them togetlier, 1n
¢ almoft all that our thoughts and fenfus
¢ have to do with; that we, finding imper-
¢ feltion, diffatisfaction, and want of com-
¢ plete happinels in all the cnjoyments
¢ which the creatures can atord us, might
¢ be
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® be led to feck itin the enjoyment of him,
* with whom there is fulnefs of joy, and
¢ at whofe right hand are plealures for
* evenmnore,” Spectator,

1

§ 22. On Truth and Sincerity.

Trath and reality have allthe advantages
of appearance, and many more. 1f the
thew of any thing be good for any thing,
Fam fure fincerity is better: for why does
any man diflumble, or feem tobe that which
be is not, but becaufe he thinks it good to
have fuch a quality as he pretends to ? for
to counterfeit and drfidmble, is to put on
the appearance of fome reul excellency.
Now the beft way in the world for a man
to feem to be any thing, is really to be
what we would fcem to ﬁ_c. Befides, that
itis many times as troublefome to make
food the pretence of 2 good quality, as to

aveit; and if a man have it not, itis ten
to one but he is difcovered to want it,
and then. all his pains and labour to fcem
to haveit s lolt.  ‘T'hereis Yomething un-
natural in painting, whicha fkilful cye will
catily difcern from native beaury and com-
plexton,

1t is hard to perfonate and a& a part
Long; for where truth is not at the bottom,
nature will always be endeavouring to re-
tarn, and witl peep out and betray herfelf
onc time or other.  Theiefore, if any man
think it convenient to {eem goad, let him
be fo indced, and then his goodnefs will
appear to cvary body's fLausfalion; fo
that, upon all accounts, fincerity is true
witdom. Particularly as to the affairs of
thisworld, integrity hath many advantages
over all the fine and artificial ways of dif-
funulation and deceit; it is much the
plainer and eafier, much the fafer and more
fecure way of dealing in the world; it has
Lefs of trouble and difficudty, of entangle-

-ment and perplexity, of danger and ha-
zard in it; it is the thoite!! and neareft
way to our ewd, carrying us thither in a
frait line, and wiM hold out and laft long-
eft. ‘The arts of deceit and cunning do
continually grow weaker and lefs effetual
and ferviceable to them that ufe them;
whercas integrity gains ftrength by ufe;
and the more and longer any man pradti-
feth it, the greater fervice it does him, by
confirming his reputation, and encouraging
thofe wits whom he hath to do to repolc
the ﬁ‘rme& troft and confidence tn him,
which is an unfpesknble advantage in the
bufines and affairs of life,

Truth is alw:ys coniflent with itfelf,

3
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and needs notlfing to help it out; it is
always nedr at hand, and fits .upon our
lips, and is ready to drop out before we
are awate ; whereas a lie is troublefome,
and fets a man’s invention upon the rack,
and one trick needs 4 great many more to
make it good. It is like building upon &
falfe foundation, which continually ftands
in need of props to fhore it up, and proves
at#all more chargeable than to have raifed
aTubftantialbuilding at firftupon a true and
olid foundation; for fincerity is firm and
fubftantial, and there is nothing hollow or
unfound in it, and becaude it is plain and
open, fears no difcovery; of which the
ciatty ni i is always in danger, and when
he thinks he walks in the daik, all his pre-
tences are fo tranfparent that he that runs
may read them; he is the laft man that
finds himfelf to be found out, and whiltt ke
takes it for granted that he makes fools
of cthers, he renders himfelf ridiculous.

Add to all’this, that fincerity is the moft
compendious wifdom, and an excellent in-
ftrument for the fpeedy diipatch of bufi.
nefls; it creates confidence in thofe we have
to deal with, faves the labour of many in-
quiries, and brings things to an ifluc in
few words; it is like travelling in a plain
beaten road, which commonly bringsa man
fooner to his journey’s end than bye-ways,
in which men often lole themfelves. In
a word, whatfocver convenience may be
thought to be in falfhood and difimnla-
tion, 1t 15 foon over; but theinconvenicnce
of it is perpetual, becaufe it brings a man
under an everlafting jealoufy and {ufpicion,
fo that he is not believed when he fpeaks
truth, nor trufted perhaps when he means
honeitly. Whena man has once forfeited ,
the rcputatioh of his integrity, he is fet
falt, and nothing will then ferve his turn,
neither truth nor falfhood.

Aund I have often thoughtthat God hath,
in his great wifdom, hid from men of falfe
and dithoneft minds the wonderful advan-
tages of truth and integrity to the prof-
perity even of our worldly affairs; thele
men are fo blinded by their covetoufnefs
and ambition, that they cannot look be-
yond a prefent advantage, nor forbear to
fefze upon it, thoagh by ways never fo in.
direct; they cannot fee fo far asto the yc-
mote confequences of a fleady intepruy,
and the valt benefit and advantages which
it will bring a2 man at laft.  Were but this
fort of men wife and clear-fighted enough
to difcern this, they wouldgi)c honeft.qut
of very knavery, nat out of any lovedo

o honefty
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henefly and virtae, but with 8 ceafty de-
fign to ¢ and advance more cfec-
tually their ows interefla; and therefore
the juftice of the divine providence hath
hid this trueft point of wijdom from their
cyes, that bad men might not be upon
cqual terms with the joft and wptight; and
ferve thelr own wicked defigns by honeft
and lawful means. ‘
Indeed, if & man were to deal in
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achim to their.care and compaffion, whe
are walking in the paths of death, while
. they fancy themfelves engaged in a courfs
of virtue ! 1 fhall therefore endeavour to
lay down fome rules for the difcovery of
thofe vices that lurk in the fecws corners
of the foul; and to thew my reader thofe
methods, by which, he may arrive at a
trus and impartial knowledge of himfelf,
The ufual means preferibed for this pur-

onl
the world for aday, and ﬂwnl! never have #.pofe, are to examine ourfelves by the rulea

occafion to converfe more with markind,
never more need their good opinion or

good word, it were thaa no great matter.

(fpeaking as to the concernments of this
world) if a man fpent his reputation all at
once, and vcntur«r?t‘ at one throw:: butif
he be to continue in the wotld, and wounld
have the advantage of converfatlon whilk
he is in it, let him make ufe of rruth and
fincerity in alliis words and a&ions; for
nothing but this will laft and hold out to
the end: all other arts will fail, but truth
and integrity will carry a man through,
and bear him out to the laft. :
Spedtator.

§23. Rules for the Knowledge of. One's
' Self.

Hypocrify, at the fathionable end of the
town, is very different from that in the
city.  The modith hypocrite endeavours
to appear more vicious than he really is;
tre other kind of hypperite more virtuous,

The former is afraid of every thing that .,

has the thew of religion in it, apd would by
thought engaged in many ‘crimi

tries and amours, which heis, not guilty |

nd covers. a multitude of vices undera
ceming religious deportment.

Ef 5 the lawter affames a face of fandity,
But there 1s another kind of hypocrify

which differs from both thele, and which ,

Lintend to make the fubject of this paper:
| mean that hypocrify, by which a man
4 es not only deceive the world, but ver
Often impofes on himfelf; phat hyfpocrif;
which conceals his own BEart from him,
ind makes hirg heleve he is more virtaous
han be really
oo i e
. ] ] and felf-
cceit, which is tken notice Zr in thefe

ords, «Who can’ underfland his errors?
cleanf thoy ine from my.

m!..fccget favits.
ofed impiety deferve
oral application and endeavours of
Niikers, to recover. them from vice
% bow much smaoce may thole lay

inal gallans

and either not attend tp -

* In opder likewife to come

hich are laid down for our direQiow in

. facred writ, and 0 compare our lives with

the life of that perfomwhi alted up to the

_perfelion of buman nature, and is the

flanding cxample, as wll a8 the great

uide and inftru&or, of thof who receive

is doctrincs, Thoagh thefe two hedds

cannot be .too much infilted npon, [ fhall;
but jut mention them, fince, they have -

been handled by many great and eminent
writers, : e, :

T would therefore propof® ‘the followi~g
methods to. the confideration i6f fuch as
would find out their fecret fiults, and make
a true eftimate of themfelves.

In the firkt place, let them confijer
well, what are the charatters which the
bear among their enemies. Our friends
very often flatter us as much'as our own
hearts, ‘They either do not fee our faules,

*or cances] them from-us, or foften them:by

their repeefensations, after fuch & manner,
, that we think them. too trivial to be taken
notice of, An adverfury, on the contrary,
makes a ftricter fearch into us, difcove:s
every flaw and. imperfe@tion in our tem-
pers; and, thoigh his malice may fec them
in too ftrong a light, it as generally fome
ground for whae it advances, A friend
exaggerates a mans virtue’s, an enemy in-
flames his crimes. | A wife. man thould
give a jult attention to both of them, fo
far as they may tend 1o the improvement

of the one, and the dilinugion of the other.

. Plutarch has written an ¢flay 60 the bene-
. fits which a man may rec#ive from his ene-

mies 3 and among the good fruits of en-
mity, mentions this in particular, ¢ that,
by the reproaches which it cals upon: us,
we fee the worlt fide of ourfelves, and d?m
Lur eyes to fexeral blemithes and_defels
B, v oorved mipor i hlp
ould not have-ol -
of fuch ill-natured momitore.” oo o

& true’

lmwwgofoqrﬁl!m we-thoald: éonf
«der, on ch atber hapd, how far mﬂ,
mﬁmmmmw ﬁuh
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the world befiow upon us, whether the
attions they celebrate proceed from lan-
dable and worthy motives; and how far
we are really poffefled of the virtues, which
gain us t:}slnfe ‘among thofe with whom
we converie. Such 2 reflellion is abfo-
luiely neceffary, if we confider how apt
weare either to value or condemn ourfelves
by the opinion of others, and to facrificc
the report of our own hearts to the judg-
ment of the world,

W the next place, that we may not de-
ceive ourfelves in a point of fo much im-
ﬁomnce. we fhould not lay too great a

refs on any fuppofed virtues we poffefs,
that are of a doubtful mature: and. fuch
we may efteem all thofe in which multi.
tudes of men diffent from us, who are as
good and wife as ourfelves, We fhould
always adt with great cautioufnefs and cir-
cumfpection, in points where it is not im-
pofiible that we may be deceived, Intem-
perate zcal, bigotry, and perfecution, for
any party or opinion, how praife-worthy
foever they may appear to weak men of
our own principles, produce infinite cala.
mities among mankind, and are highly cri-
minal in their own natare; and yet how
many perfons, eminent for piety, fuffer
fuch montftrous and abfurd principles of
altion to take root in their minds under
the colour of virtues?  For my own parr,
Imut own, I'ncver yet knew any party
fo juk and reafonable, that a man could
foliow it in its height and violence, and at
the fame time be innocent.

We fhould likewife be very apprehen-
five of thofe actions, which proceed from
natural conftitution, faveurite paffions, par-
ticular education, or whatever promotes
aur worldly imterett or advantage. In
thefe or the like cafes, a man’s judgment
is cafily perverted, and a wrong bias hung
upon his mind. Thefe are the inlets of
-prejudice, the unguarded avenues of the
mipd, by which a thoufand errors and fe-
smtfyglts fad almifion, without being

sepmedd or taken notice of. A wife man
uﬂ:ﬁ{g&mmbm to which he is di-
mﬁl‘: ﬁmh Yefides reafon, and
slwafs i e concealed evil in
¢very selalation that isof & difputable na-
v, when it 14 conformazble to his parti-
cular temmper, his age, or way of life, or
whea it favours his pleatur. or his profit

There ie ndthing of greater importance
to %4 than ches Jiligently Yo fift our
thoughts, and examine all thefe dark ro-
cefles of the iniad, if we vwould eftablith
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our fouls in fuch a folid and fubftantial
virtue as will turn toaccount in that great
day, when it muft Rand the teft of infinite
wifdom and juttice, '

I thall conclude this effay with obferv-
ing, that the two kinds of hypocrify 1
have here {poken of, namely, that of de.
ceiving the world, and that of impoﬁnﬁ
on ourfelves, are ‘touched with wonderful
beauty in the hundred thirty-ninth pfalm.
The tolly of the firft kind of hypocrify is
there fet forth by reflections on God’s om- :
nifcience and omniprefence, which are ce- ;
lebrated in as noble ftrains of poerry as any |,
other I ever met with, either facred or pro- -
fane. The other kind of hypocrify, where.
by a man deceives himfelf, is intimated in
the two laft verfes, where the pfalmitt ad-
drefies himfelf to the great fearcher of
hearts in that emphatical petition; ¢« Try -
“ me, O God, and feck the ground of my '
 heart; prove me and examine my
thoughts: look well if there be any way
of wickednefs in me, and lezd me in the
way everlafling.” Spestator,

4

s

-

(
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§ 24. No Life pleafing to God, but that
awhich is ufeful to tlankind. An Eaflern
Story.

Itpleafed our mighty fovereign Abbas
Carafcan, from whom the kings of the
carth derive honour and dominion, to fet
Mirza his fervant over the province of
Tavris. In the hand of Mirza, the ba.
lance of diftribution was fufpended with
impartiality ; and under his adminiftration
the weak were proteéted, the learned re-
ceived honour, ard the diligent became
rich: Mirza, therefore, was beheld by
every cye with complacency, and every
tongue pronounced blcffings upon his head.
But it was obferved that he derived no joy
from the benefits which he diffufed; he
became penfive and melancholy; he fpent
his leifure in folitude; in bis palace he fat
motignlefs upon a fofa; and when he went
out, his walk was flow, and his eyes wert
fixed upon the ground : he applied to the
bufinels of ftate with relu@tance; and re
folved to relinquith the toil of government
of which he could no Jonger enjoy the re
ward, .

He, thercfore, obtained permiffion to ap
roach the throne of our lovereign; an
ing afked what was his requeft, e mad
this reply: * May the Lord of the worl
«- forgive the flave whom he has honou!

~« ed, if Mirza prefume again to lay t

« bounty of Abbas at bisfeet. Thow ba
« give
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« given me the dominion of & country,
« fruitful as the gardens of Damafcus;
« and a city glorions above all others, ex-
« cept that only which reflets the fplen-
« dour of thy prefence. But the longeft
« life is & period fearce fuficient to pre-
« pare for death: all other bufinefs is vain
« and trivial, as the toil of emmets in the
« path of the traveller, under whoft foot
# they perifh for ever; and all enjoyment
« is unfubftantial and evdnefcent, as the
“ colours of the bow that appears in the
“ interval of a florm. Suffer me, there-
« fore, to prepare for the approach of
* eternity; let me give up my foul to
« meditation ; let folitude and filence ac-
“ quaint me with the mylteries of devo-
“ tion; let me forget the world, and by
« the world be forgotten, till the moment
+ arrives in which the veil of eternity fhall
“ fall, and I fhall be found at the bar of
* the Almighty,” Mirza then bowed
him{elf to the earth, and ftood filent.

By the command of Abbas it is record.
ed, that at thefe words he trembled upon
the throne, at the footftool of which the
world pays homage; he looked round
upon hiy nobles; but every countenance
was pale, and every eye was upon the earth,
No man opened his mouth; and the kin
kit broke filence, after it had continucﬁ
near an hour,

“ Mirza, terror and doubt are come
‘“ uponme. 1 am alarmed as 2 man who
* fddenly perceives that he is near the
** brink of & precipice, and is u for-
* ward by an ireeliftible force: but yet [
* know not whether my danger isa rea-
& lity or & dream. J'am as thou art,
* reptile of the earth: my life is & mo»
* ment; and cternity, in which days, and
“ {:m. and ages, are nothing, eternity is
“ before me, for which I alfo fhould pre-
“ pare: butby whom then muff the Faith.
“ ful be governed? by thofe only, who
“ have ng feur of ju!gmznt.’ By thofe
“ only, whofe life is brutal, becaufe like
: brutes they do not confider that they
" fhall die? Or who, indecd, are the
; Faithful ? Are the bufy multitudes that
. crowd the city in & flate of perdition?
. and is the cell of the Dervile ilone the
. Sm of Paradife? To all, the life of a
.. Dervife is not poffible; to all, there.
» fore, it cannot bea duty. Depast W
» the houfe which has in this city been
. Prepared for thy refidence: I will me-
» ditate the reafon of thy requelt; and
" may He who illaminases the mind of the
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« humble, enable me to determine with
“ wifdom.”

Mirza departed, and on the third day,
having received no command, he again
rcqucﬁed an audience, and it was granted,
When he entered the royal prefence, his
countcnance appeared more chearful; he
drew a letter from his bofom, and having
kiffed it, he prefented it with his right.
hand. « My Lord1” faid he, «I have
« learned by this letter, which I received
* from Cofrou the Iman, who ftands now
 hefore thee, in what manner life may
“ be belt improved. 1 am cnabled to
“ look back with pleafure, and forward
« with hope; and I thall now rejoice ftill
s to be the thadow of thy powerat Tauris,
« and to keep thofe honours which [ fo
“ lately wifhed to refign,”” ‘The king,
who had liftened to Mirza with a mixture
of furprize and curiofity, immediately gave
the letter to Cofrou, and commanded that
it thould be read. The eyes of the court
were at once turned upon the hoary fuge,
whofe countenance was fuffufed with an
honeft blufh ; and it was not without fome
hefitation that he read thefe words,

« To Mirza, whom the wifdom of Ab.
« has our mighty Lord has hanoured with
« dominion.ie everlafting health! When
I heard thy purpofe to withdraw the
¢ bleflings o!y tcy government from the
« thoufands of Tauris, my heart was
« wounded with the arrow of aflifion,
« and my eyes hecame dim with forrow,
¢ But who fhall fpeak before the king
s¢ when he is troubled ; and who fhall boait
# of knowledge, when he is diftreffed by
# doubt ? To thee will I relate the events
“ of my youth, which thou haft renewed
« beforc me ; and thofe truths which they
«“ t;ug)'\t me, may the Prophet multiply to
% thee |

o Under the inftra&tion of the phyfician
¢ Aluzar, [ obtained an carly knowledge
¢ of his art. ‘Fo thofe who were fmitten
« with difeafe, § could sdminifter plants,
« which the fun bas impregnated with the
o {pirit of heaith. But the fgenes of pain,
* langoyr, and mortality, which were pez-
« petuglly rifing befors, me, made me of.
s tgn tremble for myfelf. [ faw the grave
“ open at my feet: I determined, there-
* fore, tp contemplate qunly the regions
« beyond it, and 10 delpife every acquifi-
“ gon-which I could not keep. I con-
% ceived ;n opiu‘::.s;hat as thire wa ;:
 meric but in paverty, 2
“ filent meditation, w:‘:’;ho defized mo-

D2 < “ nev
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ney were not proper objefls of bounty;
and that by all who were proper objedts
of bounty money was defpifed. I,
thereforg, buried mine in the earth;
aad renouncing fociety, T wandered
into 8 wild and fequeftered part of the
country : my dwelling was a cave by
the fide of a hill; I draok the runnin

water from the fpring, and ate fucﬁ
fruits and herbs as I could find. To
increafe the aufterity of my life, T fre-
quently watched &'l night, fitting at the
entrance of the cave with my face to
the eaft, refigning myfelf to the fecret
influences o lhc%’mnhct, and expeéting
illuminations from above. One morn.
ing after my nocturnal vigil, juft as [
perceived the horizon glow at the ap-
proach bf the’ fun, the power of fleep
became irrcfitible, and I funk under it.
I imagined mylelf fill fitting at the
entrance of my cell; that the dawn in-

‘creafed ; and that as T Jooked earnefily

for the firft beam of day, a dark fpot
appeared to intercept it. I perceived
that it way in motion; it increafed in
fize as it drew near, and at length [ dif-
cavered it to be an eagle. [ fill kept
my cye fixed Redfaftly upon it, and faw
it alight ata fmall diltance, where 1 now
deferied a fox whofe two fore-leys ap-
peared to be broken. Before this fox
the eagle laid part of a kid, which fhe
had brought in her talons, and then dif:
appearcd.  When T awaked, [ laid my
forehead upon the ground, and bleficd
the Prophet for the inftruion of the
morning. I reviewed my dream, and
faid thus to myfelf, Cofrou, theu haft
done well to renounce the tumalt, the
bufinefs, ard vanities of life: but thoy
hatt as yet only done itin part; thou
art fill every day bufied in the fearch
of foed, thy mind is not wholly at regt,
neither is thy trutt in Providence com.
plete. What art thou taught by this
vifion? If thou hatt feen an eagle com-
miffioned by Heaven to feed a fox' that
is lame, fhall not the hand of Heaven
alfo fupply thee with food; when that
which Frevenu thee from procuring it
for thylelf, is not neceflity but devotion?
I was now o confident of & miraculous
fupply, that I }}::Elz&ed to walk out for
my repaft, which, after the firft day, I
expetted with an “impatience that lpf
me little power of avtending to any other
obje@: this impatietce, however; § Ja-
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refolution ; but my eyes at length began
to fail me, and my knees fmote’each
other; 4 threw myfelf backward, and
hoped mv weaknefs would foon increafe
to infenfibility. But I was fuddenly
roufed by the voite of an invifible being,
who pronounced thefe words: « Cof-

rou, 1 am the angel, who by the command
of the Almighty, have regiftered the
thoughts of thy heart, which I am now

commiflioned to reprove.

While thou

walt attempting to become wife above that
which is revealed, thy folly has perverted
the inftru@ion which was vouchfafed thee.
Ast thou difabled as the Fox? haft thou
not rathcr the powers of the Eagle? Arife,
let the Eagle be the objeé of thy emula-
tion. “To pain and ficknefs, be thou again
the meflenger of cafe and health,  Virtue

is

not reft, but altion, If thou doft good

to man a1 an evidence of thy love to God,
thy vittue will be exalted from moral to
divine; and that happinefs which is the
pledge of Paradife, will be thy reward
upon ecarth.’

o«
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bowrett w fupprefs; and perited in my [ {::‘l:"p:,%

« At thefe words T was not lefs afto-
nithed than if a mountain had been
overtuined at my feet. T humbled my-
felf in the duft; I returned to the city;
Idug up my treafure; [was liberal, yet I
became rich. My kil in reftoring health
to the body gave me frequent opportu-
witics of curing the difeafes of the foul.
1 put on the facred veftments; I grew
eminent beyond my merit; and it was
the pleafure of the king that 1 fhould
ﬂanf before him. Now, therefore, be
not oftended ; I boalt of no knowledge
that I have not received: as the fands
of the defart drink up the drops of raing
or the dew of the momin{.éfb do I
alfo, who am but dult, imbibe the jn-
ftrutions of the Prophet. Belicye then
that it is he who tells thee, all knaw-
ledge is prophanc, which terminates in
thyfelf; and by a life wafted in fpecu-
latian, little even of this can be gained.
When the gates of Paradife are thrown

_open befoge, thee, thy mind thall be irra-

diated in a moment; here thou canft
little more than pile error upon error;
there thou fhalt build truth upon truth.
Wait, therefore for the glorious vifion;
and in the mean time emulate the Es-
le. Muchisin thy 3 and, there>
?m‘e much is expedted of thee. Though
the AuxicHTY pnly can give virtue,
i may’® fimufate

who 42, from 10
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Bodk 1. MoORrRAL
« higher mrotive thafl immediate interett :
v thou canft not produce the printiple, but
« may’lt enforce the practices’ The ro
« lief of the fpoor is equal, whether they
« receive it from oftentation, or charity;
« and the effe@ of example is the fame,
« whether it be intended to obtain the fa-
« vour of God or man. Let thy virtue
« be thus diffufed; and if thou belicveft
« with reverence, thou fall be accepred
« above.” Farcwell, May the fmile of
« Him who refides in the écavcn of Hea-
* vens be upon thee! and againft thy
“ name, in the volume of His will, ma'y
« Happinefs be written!”

The King, whofe doubts like thufe of
Mirza, were now removed, Jooked up with
a fmile that communicated the joy of kis
mind. e difmiffed the prince to his go-
vernment; and commanded thefe cvents
to be recorded, to the end that pofterity
may know « that no life is pleafing to
* God, but that which is ufeful to Man-
« kind.” Adventurer.

§ 25 Providence proved from Ammal
Injlinét,

I maf confefs I am infinitely deliph
with thofe fpeculations of nznturév whil‘gh :cri
10 be made in a country life ; and as my
rcadm;‘; has very much lain among books of
ratural hiftory, [ cannot forbear recolle&-
1ag, upon this occafion, the feveral remaiks
which I have met .with in authors, and
comparing them with what falls under my
own obfervation; the argaments for Pro-
vidence, drawn from the natural hiftory of
animals, being, in my opinion, demonftra-
tive.

. The make of every kind of animal is
dlg‘crent from that of every other kind;
and yet there is not the leaft turn in the
r::fclcs or twittin the fibres of any one,
; ich does not render them moie proper
tz;nl!::; p::lt:cnlnr animalls way of life,
u'o'\;lg hi'" b:ern .caﬁ or 4texturc of them
¢ moft violent appetites in all crea-
lur?s are luft and hﬁ}e&? the firlt is ac;::-
E:;l ::hall upbn them to propagate their
Y ‘; latter 10 preferve themfelves.
d 15 aftonithing to confider the different
& ngtree:_ of care that defcend froin the pa-
e ‘a !hfeo young, fo far as is abfolutely
o Ty for the leaving a pofterity, Some
e Tes Caft their eggs a3 chancé diro@s
fe&?'w think of no ﬁm) as ih-
Diﬁet“d f:veral kind of fifli; others, of &
A6eT [rams, find owk proper beds td depofic
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them in, and there leave them, as the fer-
Ecnt, the crocodile, and oitrich; others

atch their-eggs and tend the birth, until
it is able to fhift for isfelf..

What cin we call the principle which
dires every difterent kind of bird to ob-
ferve a particular plan in the ftructure of
its neit, and direéls all of the fame fpecics
to work after the fame model? It cannot
be imitaten; for though you hatch a crow
undera hen, and never let it fee any of the
works of its own kind, the neft it makes
fhall be the fame, to the laying of a fick,
with all the nefts of the fame fpecies. It
cannot be rea/on; for were animals endued
with it to as great a degree as man, their
buildings would be as ditferent as ours, ac-
cording to the different conveniencies that
they would propofe to themfelves.

Is it not remarkable that the fame tem-
per of weather which raifes this genesal
warmth in animals, fhould cover the trecs
with leaves, and the fields with grafs, for
their fecurity and concealment, and pro<
duce fuch infinite fivarms of infeéts for the
fupport and fuftenance of their refpective
broods? .

Is it not wonderful, that.the love of the
parent fhould be fo violent while it lafls,
and that it hould lak no longer than is ne-
ceflary for the prefervation of the young ?

“I'he violence of this ratural love is ex-
emplified by a very barbarous experiment;
which I fhall quote at length, as [ find it in
an excellent author, and hope my readers
will pardon the meationing fuch an inflance
of cruelty, becaufe there 15 nothing can fo
effe@ually fhew the ftrength of that prin-
ciple in animals of which I am here ?)cak.
ing. * A perfon, whowas well fkilled in
diffeétions, opened a bitch, and as fhe lay
in the moft exquifite torture, oftered her
one of her young puppies, which the im-
mediately fell a licking; and for the
time feemed infenfible of her pain: on
the removal, the kept her eye fixed on it,
and began a wailing fort of cry, which
{cemed rather to proceed from the lofs
of her young one, than the fenfe of her
own tormeats,”

But notwithfianding this nataral love
in brutes is much'more violent and intenfo
than in rational creatures, Providence has
taken care’ that it fhould be mo lon‘xcr
trouhltfome to the rmt thad it is afeful
to*the young; far'fo foon as the wasts of
1he fatter ceafe, the mother withdraws her
foridnefs, and lestves themn to provide for
themfelves: and what is & very remarkable

circumftance
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circumftance in this part of inflin®t, we find
that the love of the parent may be length-
ened out beyond ity ufual time, if the pre.
fervation of the fpecies réquires it; as we
may fee in birds that drive away their

oung as foon as they are able to get their
ivelihood, but continue to feed them if
they are tied to the neft, or confined within
a cage, or by any other means appear tobe
out of a condition of fupplying their own
necefiities.

This natoral love is not obferved in
animals to_afcend from the young to the
parent, which isnot at all neceffary for the
continuance of the fpecies: nor indeed in
reafonable creatures does it rife in any pro.

ortion, as it fpteads itfelf downwards; for
n all family affeftion, we find prote@ion
granted, and favours beftowed, are greater
motives to love and tendernefs, than fafety,
benefits, or life received.

One would wonder to hear feeptical
men difputing for the reafon of animals,
and telling us it s only our pride and pre-
judices that will not allow them the ule of
that faculty.

Reafon fhews ijtfelf in all occurrences
of life; whereas the brute makes not dif-
covery of {uch a talent, but what immedi.
ately regards his own prefervation, or the
continuance of his fpecies. Animals in
their generation are wifer than the fons of
men; but their wifdom is confined to a few
particulars, and lies in a very narrow com.
pafs. Takeabrute out of his inftin®, and
you find him wholly deprived of under-
flanding.—To ufe an inftance that comes
often under obfervation: :

With what cantion does the hen provide
herfelf a nett in places unfrequented, and
free from noife and difturbance! When fhe
has laid her eggs in fuch a manner that the
cancover them, what care does the take in
turning them frequently, that all parts may

artake of the vital warmth! When fhe
caves them, to provide for her ncceffary
faftenante, how punétually does the return
betore they have time to ¢ool, and become
incapable of producing an animal! In the
fammer you fee her giving herfelf greater
freedons, and guitting her care for above

{iwo hours vogeiher; but in winter, when
the rigour of the feafon would chill the

principles of life, and deftroy the
one, tge grows more nﬁdwtys in 13: at.

*tendance, and ftays away but half the time. with

‘When thebirth approaches, with how much
nicety and stténtion docs fhe help the chick
+10 bivak its prifon! Not to take notice of
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her covering it from the injuries of the
weather, providing it p:err nourifhment,
and teaching it to help itfelf; nor to men.
tion her forfaking the neft, if after the ufual
time of retkoning, the young one does not
make its appearance. A chymical opera.
tion could not be followed with greater art
or diligence, than 1s feen in the hatching of
achick; though there are many other birdy
that thew an infinitely greater fapacity in
all the forementioned particulars,

But at the fame time the hen, that has all
this feeming ingenuity (which is indeed ab-
folutely neceflary for the propagation of the
fpecies) confidered in other refpedls, is
without the leaft glimmerings of thought
or common fenfe. She miftakesa piece of
chalk for an egg, and fits upon it in the
fame manner: fhe is infenfible of any in-
creafe or diminution in the number of thofe
fhe lays: fhe does not diftinguith between
her own and thofe of another fpecies ; and
when the birth appears of never o different
a bird, will cherithit for her own. In all
thefe circumftances, which do not carry an
immediate regazd to the fubfiltence of her-
felf or her fpecies, the is a very idiot. .

There is not, in my opinion, any thmg
moremyfterious in nature, than this inftin
in animals, which thus rifes above reafon,
and falls infinitely fhortof it. It cannot be
accounted for by any properties in matter,
and at the fame time works after fo odd a
manner, that one cannot think it the facul.
ty of an intelleQual being. For my own
part, I ook upon it as upon the principle of
gravitation in bodics, which is not tobe ex-
plained by any known qualities inherent in
the bodies themfelves, nor from any laws
of mechanifm, but, according to the beft
notions of the greateft philofophers, is an
immediate impreffion from the firft Mover,
and the divine energy ating in the crea-
tures, SpeLtator.

§ 26. The Neceffity of forming religions
" Principles at an carly dge.

As foon as you are capable of reflec-
tion, you muft peroeive that there is aright
and wrong in human allions. You fec
that thofe who are born with the fame ad-
vantages of fortune, are not all equally
profperoasin the courfe of life. While bme
S b
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forfeir thl.d’ 6f their birth, iavolve
themfelves in wifery, and end ‘i:;
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ing a difgrace to their friends, and a burden
on fociety. Early, then, you may learn
that it is not on the external condition in
which you fied yourfelves placed, but on
the upnrt-which you are to ad, that your
weltare or unhappinefs, your honour or in.
famy, depend, Now, when beginning to
ait that part, what oan be of greater mo-
ment, than to regulate your plan of conduct
with the moft ferious attention, before you
have yet committed any fatal or irretriev-
able errors? [f, inftead of exerting re-
fletion for this valuable purpofe, you de-
liver yourfelves up, at fo critical a time, to
floth and lpleafurc; if you refufe to liften to
any coun(ellor but humour, or to attend to
any purfuit except that of amafement; if
you allew yourfelves to float loofe and
carelefs on the tide of life, ready to reccive
any dire€@ion which the current of fathion
may chance to give you; what can you
expelt to follow from fuch beginnings !
While fo many around you are underga-
ing the fad confequences of a like indifcre-
tion, for what reafon fhall not thefe con-
fequences extend to you?  Shall you only
attain fuccefs without that preparation, and
ckape dangers without tﬂat precaution,
which is required of others > Shall happi-
nefs grow up to you of its own accord, and
folicit your acceptance, when, to the reft
of mankind, itist e fruitoflong cultivation,
and the acquifition of labour and care lmm
eccive not yourfelves with fuch arrogant
bopes. Whatever be your rank, Provi-
dcnce.wnll not, for your fake, reverfe its
cltablifhed order. By liftening to wife ad-
monitions, and urmpcring the vivacity of
youth with a proper mixture of ferious
thought, you may enfure chearfulne(s for
the relt of your life; but by deliverin
ourfelves up at prefent to giddinefs an
cvity, you lay the foundation of lafting
heavinefs of hear, Blair,

$27. The Acquifition of wirtuous Dyjpafi-
l:"u and Habits a seceffary Part Of%-
€ation, .

When you look forward to thofe plans
of life, which either your ciscumftances
have fuggefted, or your fricnds have pro-
Pofed, you will not hefitate to acknowledge,
Yat in order to_purfae them with advan.
';ﬂe' fome previous difcipline is requifite.

¢ aflured, that whatever is to be your
{‘“’f'ﬁom 00 education is more neceffary
v‘? your fuccefs, than the acquirement, of
tituous diipofitions and habits. 'This is

¢ univerfal preparation for every charac-

‘
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tcl',ﬁm.l eve ﬂauonl in lif:ddnad a3 the
world is, refpet is always to virtae.
In dwu{ualg:::feof human affairs ic will
be found, that a plain uoderflanding,
joined with acknowledged worth, contri-
butes more to profperity, than the brighteft
arts without probity or honour.  Whether
ience, or bufinefs, or public life, e your
aim, virtue ftill enters, for a princi -u{m.
into all thofe great departments of fociety.
Itis conneﬂcﬁith eminence, in every li-
beral art; with reputation, in every branch
of fair and ufeful bufinefs; with diftince
tion, in every public flation. The vigour
which it gives the mind, and the weight
which it adds to charafer; the generous
fentiments which it breathes; the un-
daunted {piritwhich it infpires, the ardour
of diligcncc whichit quickens, the freedom
which it procures from pernicious and dif-
honourable avocations, are the foundations
of all that is high in fame or great in fuc-
cels among men. Whatever ornamental
or engaging endowments you now poflefs,
virtue is a neceflary requifite, in order to
their fhining with proper luilre. Fe.ble,
are the attra@ions of the faireft form, if i
be fufpefted that nothing within corre-
{ponds to the pleafing appearance without.
hort are the triumphs of wit, when it is
fuppofed to be the vehicle of malice. By
whatever arts you may at firft attra® the
attention, you can hold the efteem and fe-
cure the hearts of others only by amiable
difpofitions and the accomplithments of the
mind. Thefe are the qualitics whole in-
fluence will latt, when the luftre of alt
that once fparkled and daziled has paffed
away. lbud,

§ 28. The Happinefi and Dignity of Man-
bood depend upen the Conduct of tbe youth-
fud dge.

Let not the feafon of youth be barren of
improvements, fo effential to your felicity
and honour. Your charaller is now of
your own forming; your fate is in fome
meafure put into your own hands. Your
nature is as yet pliant and foft. Habits
have not eftablithed their dominion, Pre-
judices have not pre-occupied your nder.
fanding. The world bas not had time to
contract and debafe your ?ﬂ'e&ioma.rAﬂ

our powers are more vi , difem.

Lmﬁl:l and free, than tg:y will be as

any future period. Whatever jmpulfe you

now give to your defires and pt;om. the
divettion is likely to comtine. 1 will
form the channel in which yous life is to

D 4 ny
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run; nay, it may determine an everlafting
iflae. Confider then the employment of
this important period as the higheft trutt
which fhall ever be committed to you; as,
in a great meafure, decifive of your happi-
nefs, in time and in eternity. Asin the
fucceflion of the feafons, each, by the inva-
riable laws of nature, affe@ts the produc-
tions of what is next in courfe; fo, in hu-
man life, every period of our age, accord-
ing as it is well or ill fpent, influences the
bappinefs of that whichis to follow. Virta-
cus youth gradually brings forward accom-
plifhed and flourithing manhood ; and fuch
menhood pafles of itfelf, without uneafinefs,
into refpe@able and tfanquil old age. But
when nature is turned out of its regular
courfe, diforder takes place in the moral,
Jult as in the vcgctagle world. If the
fpring put forth no blofloms, in fummer
there will be no beauty, and in autumn no
fruit: So, if youth b trifled away without
improvement, manhood will be contempti-
ble, and old age miferable, Blair.

§ 29. Piety to God the Foundation of good

Morals,

What I fhall firft recommend is piety to
God. With this I begin, both as the
foundation of good morals,and as a difpo-
fition particularly graceful and becomin
in youth. T be void of it, argues a col
heart,deflitute of fome of the beit affections
which belong to that age. Youth is the
feafon of warm and generous emotions.
The heart flould then fpontaneoully rife
{nto theadmiration of what is great ; glow
with the love of what is fair and excellent ;
and meltat the difcovery of tendernefs and
goodnefs. Where can any obsje&t be found,
fo proper to kindle thole affe@ions, as the
Father of the univeife, and the Author of
all felicity 2 Unmoved by vencration, ean
you contemplate that grandeur and majetty
which his works every where difplay ? Un-
touched by gratitude, can you view that
¥rof'uﬁon of good, which, in this pleating
cafon of life, his beneficent hand pours
around you? Happy in the love and af-
fetion of thofe w'nK whom you are con-
nefted, look up to the Supreme Being, as
the infpirer of all the friendthip which has
ever been fhewn you by others; himfelf
z’l;)u; beft and ‘Xon; firlt friend; formerly,

¢ fupporter of your infancy, and the guide
of your childhood; now, the gnrdign of
your youth, and the myw coming
years. View religious ge a1 & nats-
ral expreflion of gratitude to him for all
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his goodnefs, Confider it as the fervice
of the God of your fathers; of him to
whom your parents devoted you; of him
whom in former ages your anceftors ho-
noured ; and by whom they are now re-
warded and blefled in heaven. Conne&ted
with fo many tender fenfibilities of foul, let
religion be with youot the cold and bar-
ren offspring of fpeculation, but the warm
and vigorous diftate of the heart. Jbid.

§ 30. Religion never to be treated with
Lewity,

Imprefs your minds with reverence for
all that is facred, Let no wantonnefs of
youthful {pirits, no compliance with the in-
temperate mirth of others, ever betray you
into profane fallies. Befides the guilt
which is thereby incurred, nothing gives a
more odious appearance of petulance and
prefumption to youth, than the affe@ation
of treating religion withlevity. Inftead of
being an evidence of fuperior underftand-
ing, 1t difcovers a pert and fhallow mind;
which, vain of the firfl fmatterings of know-
ledge, prefumes to make light of what the
reft of mankind revere, At the fame time,
you are not to imagine, that when exhorted
to be religious, you are called upon to be-
come more formal and folemn in your
manners than others of the fame years;
or to ere yourfelves into fupescilious re-
provers of thofe around you. 'The fpirit of
true religion breathes gentlenefs and affa-
bility. It gives a nauve unaffcited eafe
to the behaviour, It is focial, kind, and
chearful; far removed from that gloomy
and illiberal fuperftition which clouds the
brow, fharpens the temper, deje@s the
fprrit, and teaches men to fit themfelves
gr another world, by negle@ing the con-
cerns of this. Let your religion, on the
contrary, connett preparation for heaven
with an honourable difcharge of the duties
of aftive life. Of fuﬁch religion difcover,
on ever er occafion, that you are not
afhun'tf{; g::apvoid makingany znneceﬂ'ary
oftentation of it before the world,  fdid.

§ 31 Modely and Ducility to be joined 10
Piety.

To piety join modeéfty and doeility,
muennmzf your parénts, and fobmif-
fion to thofe who are your fuperiors in
knowledge, in flation, and in years, De-
ﬁndm and obedience belong to youth.

odefty is ane of its chicf ornaments; and
has ever been eficemed a preflage of rifing

.

metit. When entering on the m;n’:‘
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life, it is your part, not to affume the
reins as yet into your hands; but to com-
mit yourfelves to the guidance of the more
experienced, and to become wife by the
wifdom of thofe who have gone before
you. OF all the follies incident to youth,
there are none which cither deform its pre-
fent appearance, or blatt the profpeét of its
future profperity, more than felf-conceit,
prefumption, and obftinacy. By checking
its natural progrefs in improvement, they
fix it in long immaturity : and frequently
produce mifchiefs which can never be re-
paired. Yet thefe are vices too common-
ly found among the young. Big with en-
terprize, and elated by hope, they refolve
to truft for fuccefs to none but themfelves.
Full of their own abilities, they deride the
admonitions which are given them by their
fricnds, as the timorous fuggeftions of age.
Too wife to learn, too impatient to deli-
berate, too forward to be reftrained, they
plunge, with precipitant indifcretion, into
the midft of all the dangers with which life
abounds. Blair.

§ 32. Sincerity and Truth recommended.

Itis neceffary to recommend to you fin-
cerity and truth, ‘This is the bafis of every
virtue, That darknefs of charaéter, where
we can fee no heart; thofe foldings of art,
throughwhich ro native affeion is allowed
to penetrate, prefent an obje@, unamiable
in every feafon of life, but particularly
odious 1n youth. If, at an age when the
heart is warm, when the emotions are
ftrong, and when nature is expeéted to thew
herfelf free and open, you can already fmile
and deceive, what are we to look for, when
you fhall be longer hackneyed in the ways
of men; when interett fhall have completed
the obduration of your heart, and experi-
ence fhall have improved you in all the arts
of guile? Diffimulation in youth is the
foreranner of perfidy in old age. It
firft appearance 1s the fatal omen of grow-
Ing depravity and future fhame. qt de-

rades parts and learning; obfcures the
uftre of every accomplifhment ; and finks
You into contempt with God and man. - As
{;‘“ value, therefore, the approbation of

caven, or the eftcem of the world, culti-
vate the love of truth. In all your pro-
ceedings, be dire and confiftent. Inge-
huity and candour poflefs the moft pawer-
ful charm ; univerfal favour,
and carry an apology for almoft every fail-
g, The path of truth is a plain rd fafe
Path; that of falfehood is & perplexing
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maze, After the firft departure from fin-
cerity, it is not in your power to ftop, Ons
artifice unavoldably leads on to another;
till, as the intricacy of the labyrinth in-
creafes, you are left entangled in your own
fnare. Deceit difcovers a little mind, which
flops at temporary expedients, without
rifing to comprehenfive views of conduét,
It betrays, at the fame time, a daftardly
fpirit. It is the refource of one who wanis
courage to avow his defigns, or to reft upon
himfelf. Whereas, opennefs of character
difplays that generous boldnefs; which
ought to diftinguith youth. To fet out
in the world with no other principle than a
crafty attention to intereft, betokens one
who is deftined for creeping through the
inferior walks of life: buttogive an early
preference to honour above gain, when
they ftand in competition; todefpife every
advantage, which cannot be attained with-
out dithoneft arts; to brook no meannefs,
ard to ftoop to no difimulation ; are the
indications of a great mind, the prefages
of future emincnce and diftin@ion in life.
At the fame time this virtgous fincerity is
perfedtly confiftent with the moft pnu.rcnt
vigilance and caution. It is oppofed to
cunning, not to true wifdom. It is not the
fimplicity of a weak and improvid:nt, but
thecandour of an enlarged and noble mind;
of one who fcorns deceit, becaule he ac-
counts it both bafe and unprofitable; and
who feeks no difguife, becaufe he needs
none to hide him Lbid, .

§ 33 Benewolence and Humanity.

Youth is the proper feafon of cultivat-
ing the benevolent and humane aftections,
Asa great part of your happinefs is to
depend on the conne@ions which you form
with others, it is of high importance that
you acquire betimes the temper and the
manners which will render fuchconnettions
comfortable, Let a fenfe of juflice be the
foundation of all your focial qualities. In
your moft early intercourfe with the woild,
and even in your youthful amufements, let
o unfairnefs be found, Engrave on your
mind that facred rule, of ¢ doing in all
things to others, according as you with
that they fhould do, unto you.” For this
end, imprefs yourfelves with a deep fenfe
of the original and natursl ity of
men. Whatever advantages. of birth or
fortune you poffefs, never difplay them
with an oftentatious fuperiority, Leave
the fubordinations of rank, to regulate the
intercourfe of more advanced years. At

prefeat
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prefent it becomes yon to al among your
companions, as man with man. Remem-
ber how unknown to you are the vicifi-
tudes of the world; and how often they,
on whom ignorant and contemptuous young
men once looked down with fcorn, have
rifen to be their faperiors in future years.
Compaflion is an emotion of which you
never ought to be athamed. Graceful in
Kouth is the tear of fympathy, and the
eart that melts at the tale of woe. Let
not eafe and indulgence contral your af-
feQions, and wrap you up in felfith enjoy-
ment. Accuftom yourfelves to think of
the diftreffes of human life ; of the folitary
cottage, the dying parent, and the weep-
ing orphan. Never fport with pain and
diftrefs, in any of your amufementss nor
treat even the meaneft infe®t with wanton
cruelty. Blair.

§ 34. Cowrtely and engaping Manners.

In order to render yourfelves amiable in
fociety, corre& every appearance of harth.
nefs in behaviour, Let that courtefy dif.
tinguith your demeanour, which fprings
not fo much from ftudied politenefs, as
from a mild and gentle heart. Follow the
cuftoms of the worldin matters indifferent;
but flop when they become finful. Let
your manners be fimple and natural; and
of conrfe they will be engaging, Affec-
tation is certain dcformity. By forming
yourfclves on fantaflic models, and vying
with one another in every reigning folly,
the young begin with being ridiculous, and
end in being vicious and immoral. "

id.

§ 35. Temperance in Pleafure recommended.

Let me particularly exhort youth to
temperance in pleafure. Let me admo-
nifh them, tobeware of that rock on which
thoufands, from race to race, continue to
{pli. The love of pleafure, natural to
man in every period of his life, glows at
this age with exceflive ardour. %lovelty
adds frefh charms, as yet, to every grati-
fieation. 'The world appears to fpread a
continual‘feaft; and health, vigour, and
l\i{h fpirite, invite them to partake of it
without reftraint. In vain we warn them
of latent dangers. Religion is accufed of
infufferable feverity, in prohibiting enjoy-
ment; and the old, when they ofter their
admonition, are upbtaided with havin,
forgot that they once were young.—An
yet, my friends, to what do the conftraints
of religion, and the counfels of age, with
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refpe& to pleafure, amount? They may
all be compriled in a few words—nat to
hust yourfelves, and not to hurt others,
aur purfuit of pleafure. Within thefo
unds, pleafure is lawful; beyond them it
becomes criminal, becaufe it is ruinous,
Are thefe reftraints any other than whata
wife man would choofe 10 impofe on him-
felf? We call you not to renounce plea-
fure, but to enjoy it in fafety. InBead of
abridging it, we exhort you to purfue it on
an extenfive plan, We propofe medfures
for fecuring its pofieffion, and for prolong-
ing its duration, Bid.

§ 36. Whatewer wislates Nature, cannot
afford true Pleafure.

Confult your whole nature, Confider
yourfelves not only as fenfitive, but as ra-
tional beings; not only as rational, but
focial; not only as focial, but immortal.
Whatever violates your nature in any of
thefe refpe@ts, cannot afford true pleafure;
any more than that which undermines an
eflential part of the vital fyftem, can pro-
mate health. For the truth of this con-
clufion, we appeal not merely to the au-
thority of religion, nor to the teftimony of
the aged, but to yourfcves, and your
own experience.  We afk, whether yoa
have not found, that in a courfe of cri-
minal excefs, your pleafure was more thaa
compen(ated Ky fucceeding paifi? Whe-
ther, if not from every particular inflance,
yet from every habit, at leaft, of unlawful
gratification, there did not {pring fome
thorn to wound you; there did not asife
fome confequence to make you repent of
it in the iflue? How long will you repeat
the fame round of pernicious folly, and
tamely expofe yourfelves to be caught in
the fame F:lrel If you have any coafi-
deration, or any firmnefs let, aveid temp-
tations, for which you have found your.
felves unequal, with as much care as you
would fhun peflilential infeQion. Break
off all connedlions with the loofe and pro-
fligate. Lid,

§ 37 Irregular Pleafares.

By the unhappy excefles of irregular
pleafures in yo?l, how many amzuble
difpofitions are corrupted or deftroyed!
How many rifing capacities and powers
are f{upprefied! How many flattering

parents apd friends are totally
extinguithed! Who but mugt drop & tear
over human natare, when he beholds 3
mornjng, which arole fo bright, ove i
' wil
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with fuch untimely darknefs; that good-
humour, which once captivated all, hearts,
that vivacity which fparkled in every com-
pany, thofe abilities which were fitted for
adorning the highelt fations, all facrificed
at the fhrine of low fenfuality; and one
who was fofmed for running the fair ca~
reer of lifc in the midft of public efteem,
cut off by his vices at the beginning of
his courfe; or funk for the whole of it
into infignificancy and contempt 1—Thefc,
O finful Pleafure, are thy trophies! It is
thus that, co-operating with the foe of God
and man, thou degradeft human honour,
and blafteft the opening profpects of hu-
man felicity ! Blair,

§ 18, Indufiry and Application.

Diligence, induftry, and proper im-
provement of time, are matenial duties of
the young. To no purpofe are they en-
dowed with the beft abilities, if they want
adtivity for exerting them. Unavailing,
in this cafe, will be every dire@ion that
can be given them, either for their tem-
poral or fpiritual welfare, In youth, the
habits of induftry are moft eafily acquired :
in youth the incentives to it are ftrongeft,
from ambition and from duty, from ema-
lation and hope, from all the profpells,
which the beginning of life affords, If;
dead to thefe calls, you already languith
in flothful ina&ion, what will be able to
quicken the more ﬂnﬁgiﬂx current of ad.
vancing years? Induftry is ‘not only the
inftrument of improvement, but the foun-
dation of pleafure. Nothing is fo o&goﬁte
to the true enjoyment of life, as the re-
laxed and feeble ftate of an indolent mind.
He who is a franger to indufiry, may
roﬂ'efs. but he cannot enjoy. For it is
abour only which gives the relifh to plea-

fare. 1t is the appointed vehicle of ever
good man. It is the indifpenfible condi-
tion of our poffefling a found mind in a
fond body. Sloth is fo inconfiftent with
both, that it is hard to determine, whether
1t be a greater foe to virtue, or to health
and happinefs, Inallive as itis in itfelf,
¥ effeQts are fatally powerful. Thooghit
appear 3 flowl, -ﬂmniﬂmm, yet it un-
rmines all t{n is fable and flourithing.
Itnot only faps the foundation of every
vittue, bat pours upon you a deloge of
¢rimes and evils, It is like water wjich
guation, and then fends
apours, and fills theatmolphere
Fly, therefore, from idlenefs,
- W the certain parent both of guik sad of
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ruin. And under idlenefs I conclude, not
mere inalion only, but all that circle of
trifling occupations, in which to0 many
faunter away their youth; perpeteally en.
gaged infrivolous fociety, or public amufe-
ments; in the labours of drefs, or the
oftentation of their perfons—Is this the
foundation which you lay for futare ufe-
fulnefs and efteem? By fuch accomplifh~

" ments do you hope to recommend your.

felves to the thinking part of the world,
and to anfwer the expe@ations of your
friends and your country }=-Amufements
youth requires: it were vain, it were
cruel, to prohibit them. But, though al-
lowable as the relaxation, they are moft
culpable as the bufinefs, of the young.
For they then become the gulph of time,
and the poifon of the mind. They foment
bad pafiions, They weaken the manly
powers, They fink the native vigour of
youth into contemptible eﬂ'uminacy}.‘ ;
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§39.  The Employment of Time.

Redeeming your time from fuch dan-
gerous wafte, feck to ill it with employ.
ments which you may review with fatis-
fation. The acquifiion of knowledge is
one of the moft honourable occupations of
youth. The defire of it difcovers a liberal
mind, and is conne®ed with many accom-
plihments and many virtues. But though
your train of life fhould not lead you to
ftudy, the courfe of education always fur-
nifhes proper employments to a well-dif-
pofed mind. Whatever you purfue, be
emulous to excel. Generous ambition, and
fenfibility to praife, are, efpecially at your
age, among the marks of virte. Think
not, that any affluence of fortune, or any
elevation of rank, exempts you from the
duties of application and induftry. In-
duftry is the law of our being; it is the
demand of nature, of reafon, and of God.
Remember always, that the years which
now pals over {:at heads, leave perma-
nent memorials behind them,  From your
thoughtlefs minds they may efcape; but
they remain in the remembrance of God.
They form an important part of the regifter
of your life. They will hereafter boar tef-
timony, either for or againft you, at that
daﬁrwhcn, for all your-a&ions, but parti,
cularly for the employments of youth, yoa
muft give an account to God. Whether
your future courfe is deftined to be long
or fhort, after this manner it fhould com-
mence; and, if' it coatinus to be thus con-
duled,
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dodted, its conclufion, at what time foever
it arrives, will not be inglorious or un-
happy. Blair,

§ 40. The Neceffity of depending for Suc-
cefs on the Bleffing of Heaven.

Let me finifh the fubjeét, with recalling
lour attention to that dependence on the
lefling of Heaven, which, amidft all your
endeavours after impiovement, you ought
continually to preferve, It is too common
with the young, cven when they refolve to
tread the patﬁ of virtue and honour, to
fet out with prefumptuous confidence in
themielves. Trufting to their own abili-
ties for carrying them fuccefsfully through
Jife, they are carelefs of applying to God,
br of deriving any affitance from what
they are apt to reckon the gloomy difci-
pline of religion.  Alas! how litle do
they know the dangers which await them !
Neither human witdom, nor human virtue,
unfupported by religion, are equal for the
trying fituations which often accur in life.
By the thock of tempration, how frequently
have the moft virtuous intentions been
overthrown! Under the preflure of dif-
after, how often has the greateft conftancy
funk ! Deftitute of the favour of God, you
are inno better fituation, with all your boaft-
ed abilities, than orphans left ta wander in
a tracklefs defart, without any guile to
conduct them, or any thelier to cover them
from the gathering ftorm. Corre&, then,
this ill-fourded arrogance. Expe@ not
that your happinefs can be independent of
Rim who maSc you. By faith and repent-
ance, apply to the Redecmer of the world.
By picty and prayer, feek the prote&ion of
the God of Heaven, 1bid.

§ 41, The Neceffty of an early and clofe
Application 10 Wijdom.

It is neceflary to habituate our minds, in
our younger years, to fome employment
which may engage our thoughts, and fill
the capacity of the foul at a riper age,
For, however we may roam in youth fro
folly to folly, too volatile for reft, too fo
and effeminate for induftry, ever ambitious
to make a fplendid figure; yet the time
will come when we ﬂ\xlfomgrow the relith
of childith amufements: and if we are
not provided with a tafte for manly fatis-
fations to fucceed in their room, we mutt
of courfe become miferable, at an age
more difficalt to be pleafed. While men,
however unthinking and unemployed, en-
joy 4n incxhauftible flow of vigarous fpi-
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rits; a_conflant fucceffion of gay ideas,
which flutter and fport in the brain, makes
them pleafed with themfelves, and with
every frolic as trifling as themfelves: but,
when the ferment of their blood abates,
and the frefhuefs of their youth, like the
morning dew, pafles away, their fpirits flag
for want of entertainments more fatisfac-
tory in themfelves, and more fuited toa
manly age; and the foul, from a {prightly
impertinence, from quick fenfations, and
florid defires, fubfides into a dead calm,
and finks into a flat fupidity. The fue
ofa j;lowing imagination (the property of
youth) may make folly look plealing, and
lend a beauty to objeets, which have none
inherent in them; jult as the fun-beams
may paint a cloud, and diverfify it with
beautiful ftains of light, however dark,
unfubftantial, and empty in itfelf. But
nothing can fhine with undimiaithed luftre,
but religion and knowledge, which are
effentially and intrinfically bright.  Take
it therefore for granted, which you will find
by experience, that nothing can be long
entertaining, but what is in fome meafure
beneficial; becaufe nothing elle will bear a
calm and fedate revicw.

You may be fancied for a while, upon
the account of good-nature, the infepa-
rable attendant upon a fluth of fanguine
health, and a fulnefs of youthful {pirits:
but you will find, in procefs of time, that
among the wife and good, ufelels good-
nature is the objec of pity, ill-nature of
hatred; but nature beautified and im-
proved by an affemblage of moral and in-
telle@ual endowments, is the only objett
of a folid and latting eftcem. Seed.

§ 42. The Unbappiness confequent om the
Negle# of early improving the Mind.
There is not a greater inlet to mifery
and vices of all kinds, than the not know-
ing how to pais our vacant hours, For
what remains to be done; when the firft
part of their lives, who are not brought
up toany manual employment,is fliptaway
without an ncquiredP reﬁlh for reading, .or
tafte for other rational fatisfalions? That
they fhould purfue their pleafures?—=But,
religion apart, common prudence will warn
them to tie up the wheel as they begin to
go down the hill of life. Shall they then
:&ﬂ{ themfelves to their fludies 2 Alas!
eed-time is already paft: The enter-
prizing and fpirited xrxonr of youth bein
over, without having been applied to
valuable parpofes for which it was g’wﬁi



BOOK L. MORAL AND RELIGIOUS -

all ambition of excelling uﬁ:n generous
and laudable fchemes, quite ftagnates. 1f
they have not fome poor expedient to de-
ceive the time, or, to fpeak more pro-
perly, to deceive themfelves, the length
of a day will feem tedious to them, who,
perhaps, have the unreafonablenefs tocom-
plain of the fhortnefs of life in general.
When the former part of our life has been
nothing but vanity, the latter end of it
can be nothing but vexaton, In fhort,
we muft be miferable, without fome em-
ployment to fix, or fome amulement to dif-
fipate our thoughts: the latter we cannot
command in all places, nor relith at all
times; and therefore there is an abfolute
neceflity for the former. We may purfue
this or that new pleafure; we may be fond
for a while of anew acquifition; but when
the graces of novelty are worn off, and
the brifknefs of our firlt defire is over, the
tranfition is very quick and fudden, from
an eager fondnefs to a cool indifference.
Hence there is a reftlefs agitation in our
minds, il eraving fomexiing new, flill
unfatisfied with it, when poflefled; tifl me-
lancholy increafes, as we advance in years,
like fhadows lengthening toward: the clofe
of day.

Hence it is, that men of this tamp are
continually complaining that the times are
altered for the worfe : Becaufe the fpright-
haefs of their youth reprefented every
thing in the moft engaging light; and
when men are 1n high good humour with
themfelves, they are apt to be fo with all
around; the face of nature brightens up,
and the fun fhines with a more agreeable
luftre: but when old age has cut them
off from the enjoyment of falfe pleafurcs,
and habitual vice has given them a diftafte
for the only true and lyfting delights;
when a retrofpeét of their paff lives pre-
fnts nothing to view but one wide tract of
uncultivated ground ; a foul diftempered
with fpleen, remorfe, and an infenfibility
of each rational fatisfaction, darkens and
difcolours every objeet; and the change is
notin the times, but in them, who Rave
been forfaken by thofe gratifications which
thev would not forfake.

How much otherwife is itwith thofe, who
bave laid up an inexhauftible fand of know-
ledge? When a man has been laying out
that time jn the purfuit of fome great and
mportant truth, which others wafte in a
circle of gay follies, he is confcious of
having afled up 1o the diguity of his na-
ture; and from that confcioufnefs there re-
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fultsthat ferene complacency,which,though
not fo violent, is much preferable to the
pleafures of the animal life. He can tra.
vel on from frength to ftrength; for, in
literature as in war, each new conqueit
which he gains, impowers him to puth his
conqueits ftill farther, and to enlarge the
empire of reafon ; thus he is ever ina pio-
greflive flate, fill making new acquire-
ments, (Il animatced with hopes of future
difcoveries, Seed.

Great Talents not requifite for the
common Duties of Life.

§ 43

Some may alledge, in bar to what T
have faid, as an excufe for their indolence,
the want of proper talents tomake any pro-

refs in Jearning. ‘Lo which [ anfwer, that
%e\v ftations require uncommon abilities to
difcharge them well; forthe ordinary offices
of life, that fhare of apprehenfion which
falls to the bulk of mankind, provided we
improve it, will ferve well enough. Bright
and fparkling parts are hke diamonds,
which may adorn the proprictor, but are
not neceffary for the good of the world
whereas common fenle 1s.like current cotny;
we have every day, in the ordinary occur-
rences of life, occafion for it; and if we
would but call itinto aion, it would carry
us much greater lengths than we feem ta
be aware of. Men may extol, as much
as they pleafe, fine, exalted, and fupe-
rior fenfe; yet common fenfe, if attend-
ed with humility and indultry, is the beft
uide to bencficial truth, and the bett pre-
ervative againft any fatal errors in know.
ledge, amf notorious mifconduéls in life,
For none are,.in the nature of the thing,
more liable to error, than thofe who have
a diftafte for plain fober fenfeand dry rca-
foning; which yet is the cafe of thofe
whofe warm and elevated imagination,
whofe uncommon fire and vivacity, make
them in love with nothing but what is
firiking, marvcllous, and dazzling: for
great wits, like great beauties, look upon
mere clteem as a flat infipid thing; no-
lefs than admiration will contént
them. To gain the good will of man.
kind, by being ufeful to them, is in their
opinion, a poor, low, grovelling aim; their
ambition is, ‘todraw the eyes of the world
upon them, by dazzling and furprizi

-them; a temper which draws them

from the love of truth, and confequently
fubjefts them to grofs miftakes: for they
will oot love truthas fuch; they will love

u
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it only when it happens to be furprizing
and uncommon.whncrfcwim rtant truths
are. The love of novelty will be the pre-
dominant paflion; that of truth will only
influence them, when it does not interfere
with it. Perhaps nothing fooncr mifleads
men out of the rad of truth, than to have
the wild, dancing light of a bright ima-
gination playing before them. Perhaps

they have tao much life and fpirit to have
patience cnough to go to the bottom of
a fubje®®, and trace up every argument,
through a long tedious procefs, to its ori-
ginal. Perhaps they have that delicacy
of make which fits them for a fwift and
fpeedy race, but does not enable them to
carry a great weight, or to go through
any long journey; whereas men of fewer
ideas, who lay them in order, compare and
examine them, and go on, ftep by flep, in
a gradual chain'of thinking, make up by
insuﬂry and caution what they want in
quicknefs of apprehenfion. Be not dif.
couraged, if you do not meet with fuccefs
at firft, Obferve, (for it lies within the
compafs of any man’s obfervation) that
he who has been long habituatcd to one
kind of knowledge, is utterly at a lofs in
another, to which he is unaccuftomed;; uil,
by repeated efforts, he finds a progrefiive
opening of his facultics; and then he won-
ders how hecould be fo long in finding out
a connetion of ideas, which, to a prattifed
underftanding, is very obvious. But b

negleling to ufe your facultics, you will,
in time, lofc the very power of ufing them.

Seed.

§ 44 Riches or Fortune no Excufe to exempt
any from $tudy.

Others there are, who plead an exemp-
tion from ftudy, becaufe their fortune
makes them independent of the world,
and they need not be beholden to it for a
maintenance—that is, becaufe their fitua-
tion in life exempts them from the necef-
fity of fgndiug their time in fervile offices
and hardthips, therefore they may difpofe
of it juft as they pleafe. It s to imagine,
becaufe God hus empowered them to Gingle
out the bet means of employing their
hours, viz. inreading, meditation: in the
highett inftances of picty ard charity;
therefore they may throw them away in a
round of impertinence, vanity, and folly.
The apoftle’s rule, « that if any man wiil
not work, neither fhould he ear,’ extends
to the rich as well as the poor; anly f{ap-
puong, that theze are different kigds of
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work afligned to each. The reafon is the
fame in both cafes, viz. that he who wil]
do no good, oughtwot to receive or en-
joy any. As we are all joint traders and
partners in life, he forfeits his right to an

fhare in the common ftock of iappine 5,
who does not endeavour to contribute his
quota or allotted part to it: the public
happinefs being nothing but the fum total
of cach,individual’s contribution to it, An
ealy fortuhe does not fet men free from
labour and induftry in general; it onl

excmpts them from fome particular kind};
of labour: it is not a bleffing, as it gives
them liberty to do nothing at all; but as
it gives them hiberty wifely to chufe, and
fteadily to profecute, the moft ennobling
exerciles, and the moft improving employ-
ments, the purfluit of truth, the practice
of virtue, the fervice of God who giveth
them all things richly to enjoy, in fhort,
the doing and being every thing that is
commendable : though wothing merely in
order to be commended, That timewhich
others mutt employ in tilling the ground
(which often deccives their expectation)
with the fweat of their brow, they may
Iy out in cultivating the mind, a foil al-
wiys grateful to the care of the tiller.—
‘The fum of what I would fay, is this:
‘Tiat, though you are not confined to any
parsoular calling, yét you have a general
one, which is, 1o watch over your heart,
and to improve your head; to make your-
£:1f matter of all thofe accomplihmentsem
an enlarged compafs ofthought, that flow-
ing humanity and generofity, which are
nceeflary to become a great fortune; and
of all thofe perfeétions, viz. moderation,
humility, and temperance, which are ne-
ceflary to bear a fmall anc patiently; but
clpecially it is your duty to acquire a tafte
for thote pleafurcs, which, aficr they are
tafted, go off agreeably, and leave behind
them a grateful and delighiful flavour on
the mimf. . < Jbid,

. The Pleafures refulting from a pra-
§45 dent 6}'4‘ ef our F a?fluu. g
Iappy that man, who, unembarraffed
by vuigar cares, matter of bimfelf, his
time, and fortune, fpends his time in mak
ing himfelt wifer, and his fortune in mak:
ing others (and therefore himfelf) happier
wno, as the will and underflanding are the
two conobling facultics of the foul, thinks
himfelf not cox:sl:te. till kis undr, and-
ing be beautified 7ith the valuable furnt-
ture of knowledge, aswell as his will ;ﬂ‘i
- riche
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riched with every virtue: who has fur.
nithed himfelf with all the advantages to
relith folitude and enliven convcrlgtion;
when ferious, not fullen; and when chear-
ful, not indifcrectly gay ; hisambition, not
to be admired fora élf: glare of greatnefs,
but to be beloved for the gentle and fober
luftre of his wifdom and goodnefs. The
reateft minifter of fate has not more bu-
Eneﬁ to doin a public capacity than he,
add indeed every man elfe may find in
the retired and Rill fcenes of life. Even
in his private walks, every thing that is
vifible convinceth him there is prefent a
Being invifible. Aided by natural philo-
fophy, he reads plain legible traces of the
Divinity in every thing he meets: he fees
the Deity in every tree, as well as Mofes
did in the burning bufh, though not in fo
glaring a manner: and when he fees him,
he adores him with the tribute of a grate-
ful heart. Seed.

§ 46. The juply waluing and daly uhing the
Advantages ewjoyed 1n a Place of Educa-
tonm,

One confiderable advantage is, that re-
gular method of ftudy, too much negle&-
ed in other placos, which obtains here,
Nothing is more common elfewhere, than
for perfons to plunge, at once, into the
very depth of fcience, {far bevond their
own) without having learned the firft rudi-
ments: nothing more common, than for
fome to pafs themfelves upon the world
for great fcholars, by the help of univerfal

i&tionaries, Abridgments, and Indexes;
by which means they gain an ufelefs fmat-
tering in every branch of literature, juft
cnough to enable them to talk fluently, o
tather impertinently, upon moft fubjeéts;
bat not to think jaitly and deeply upon
iny: like thofe who have a general fuper-
Ecial acquaintance with almoft every body.

0 cultivate an intimate and entire friend-
Lip with one or two worthy perfons, would

¢ of more fervice to them. = The true ge-
nNuine way to make a fubftantial fcholar,
15 what takes place heie,~——to beginwith
thofe general principles of reafoning, upon
which all fcience depends, and which give
alight 1o every part of literature; to make
gradual advances, a thort but fure procefs ;
10 trave] %’cndy, with proper guides to di-
;’Q 95, through the moft beautiful and
bmf“r“I rei:m of knowledge in general,
l’:l vore We ix ourfelves in, and confine our-
bei: to any particular province of i'; it
g the great focret of educatio , nos to
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make a man a complete hafler of any
branch of fcience, but to give his mind
that freedom, opennefs, and extent, which
thall empower him to mafter it, or indeed
any other, whenever he fhall turn the bent
of his fudies that way ; which i¢ beft done,
by fetting before him, in his earlier years,
a general view of the whole intelleQual
world: whereas, an early and entire at-
tachment to one particular calling, narrows
the abilities of the mind to that degree,
that he can fearce think out of that track
to which he is accuftomed.

"The next advantage I fhall mention is,
a diretion in the choice of authors upon
the moft material fubje@ts, For it is per-
haps a great truth, that learning might be
reduced to a much narrower compaly, if
one were to read none but original authors,
thofe who write chiefly from their own
fund of fenfe, without treading fervilely in
the fteps of others,

Here, too,a generous emulation quick-
ens ourendeavours, and the friend improves
the fcholar.  The tedioufnefs of the way
to truth is infenfibly beguiled by having
fellow-travellers, who keep an even pace
with us: each light difpenfes a brighter
flame, by mixing its focial rays with thofe
of others, Here we live fequeftered from -
noife and hurry, far from the great fcene
of bufinefs, vanity, and idlenefs; our hours
are all our own, Here it is, as in the Athe,
nian torch-race, where a feries of men have
fucceflively tranfmitted from one tq an-
other the torch of knowledge; and na
fooner has onc quitted it, but another
equally able tikes the lamp, to difpenfe
light to all within its fphere®.  Jéid.

§ 47. Dufcipline of the Place of Education

not to bs relaxed.

May none of us complain, that the dif-
cipline of the place is too ftrict: may we
rather refle€t, that there needs rothing
elfe to make a man completely miferable,
but to let him, in the moft dangerous ftage
of life, carve out an happinefs fot himfelf,
without any check upon ‘the fallies of
youth} ‘Thofe to whom you have been
over indulgent, and perhaps could not have
been othérwife, without proceeding to ex-
tremities, never to be ul)c)d butin defperate
cafes, thofe have been always the moft
liberal of thei- cenfures and inveives a-
gainft you: they put one in mind of Ada-
nijah’s rebellion againit David his father;

®—=Quufi cutfores, vita lampada timhmt.
wureliul
9
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becaufe his fa?er had not difpleafed him
at any time, in faying, Why hatt thou
done fol-—TIt is a certain fign men want
reftraints, when they are impatient under
any; too headftrong to be governed by
authority, too weak to be conduéted by
rcafon. Seed.

4 48. Irregularities of @ Feaw, bring Cenfure
on the Whole.

Tt were to be withed, that they who
claim greater indulgences, would ferioufly
refle@, that the glarinﬁ irregularities of
two or three members bring an undiftin-
guithing cenfure upon a whole body; make
a noife 1n, and alarm the world, as if all
fleth had here corrupted their ways: where-
as the fober, madeft worth of a much
greater number, who here in private at-
tend the duticy of the wife and good, mutt,
in the nature of the thing, efcape the no-
tice of the world. Notorious diforders,
how few foever are concerned, ftrike upon
the fenfes of fome, and affet the paffions
of many more; by which (their fenfes and

aflions) the grofs of mankind generally
Judge of things; but it requires fome ex-
pence of refletion, to which the bulk of
mankind will never put themfelves to con-
filer, that great numbers muft have fpent
* their time profitably, formed habits of juft
thinking here, and laid in that flock of
kuowledge which they have produced into
view in a more public fphere; that thofe
vices, which they complain of, may not be
the native growth of the place, but im.
ported fromirregular and undifciplined fa-
mities, from {chools, and from the worft of
fchools, the world at large, when youth
are entered into it too foon. Ibud.

§ 49. Diffidence of enc's Abilities, an Indi-
catien of geod Serye,

Confider, that it is a fure indication of
good fenfe to be diffident of it.  We then,
and not tiil then, are growing wife, when
we begin to difcern how weak and unwife
we are.  Anablolute perfedlion of under-
fanding is impoflible : he makes the near-
et appioaches to it, who has the fenfe to
difcern, and the humility to acknow ledge,
its imperfeions.  Modetty always fits
gracefully upop youth; it covers a mukti-
tude of taults, and doubles the luftte of
cvery virtue which it feems to hide: the
p-rfettions of men being like thofe flowers
which: appear mare beautiful when their
leaves are a little contradted and folded
up, than when they are full blown, and

feeds of vice are Rifled intheir birth ; young
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difplay themfelves, without any refcrve, to
the view.
We are fome of us very fond of know-
ledge, and apt to value ourfelves upon any
roficiency in the fciences; one fcience,
owever, there is, worth more than all the
reft, and that is, the fcience of living well;
which fhall remain, when, « Whether there
be tongues, they fhall ceafe; Whether there
be knowledge, it thall vanith away.’ As
to new notions, and new do&rines, of which
this age is very fruitful, the time will come,
when we fhall have no pleafure in them:
nay, the time (hall come, when they fhall
be exploded, and would have been for-
otten, if they had not been preferved in
thofe excellent books, which containa con-
futation of them; like infe@s preferved
for ages in amber, which otherwife would
foon have returned to the common mafs
of things. But a firm belief of Chriflia-
nity, and a pradlice fuitable to it, will fup-
port and invigorate the mind to the laft,
and moft of all atlaft, at that important
hour, which muft decide our hopes and
‘iprchmﬁons: and the wifdom, which,
ike our Saviour, cometh from above, will,
through his merits, briny us thither. And
indeed, all our other ftudies and purfuits,
however different, ought to be fubfervient
to, and center in this grand point, the pur-
{uit of eternal happinefs, by being good in
ourfelves, and ufeful to the world. ~ Jéud.

a
1

§50. The Neceffity of peculiar Temperance
in Places of Education.

From a thorough infight into human
nature, with a watchful eye, and kind
attention to the vanity. and intemperate
heat of youth, with well-weighed meafures
for the advancement of all ufeful literature,
and the continual fupport and increafc of
virtue and piety, have the wife and religi-
ous inititutors of the rules of conduét and
governmentin places of education, doneall
that human prudence could do, to promote
the mott excellent and beneficial defign, by
the molt rational and well-concerted means.
"They firft laid the foundation well, in the
difcipline and regulation of the appetites.
They put them under the reftraint of
wholefome and frugal rules, to place them
out of the reach o{ intemperance, and to
preclude an excefs thatwould ferve only to
corrupt, inflame, and torment them. They
are fed with food convenient for them;
with fimplicity yet fufficiency; with a kind
though cautious hand. By this means, the

ns

perfor
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perfons are here removed from tempta-
tioss, to which others, from a lefs happy
fituation, are too frequently expofed; and
by an early habit of temperance and felf-
command, they may learn either to pre-
vent all irregular folicitations, or with eafe
to controul them. Happy are they who,
by a thankful enjoyment of thefe advan-
tages, and a willing compliance with thefe
sules, lay up in ftore for the reft of their
hife, virtue, health, and peace! Vain, in-
deed, would be the expectation of any
real progrefs in intelleétual and moralim-
provemznts, were not the foundation thus
lail in Ari& regularity and temperance;
ware the fenfual appetites to be pampered
in youth, or cven vitiated with that de-
g:ee of indulgence which an extravagant
world may allow and call elegance, but in
a plice of education would be downright
lusury, The tafte of fenfual pleafures
mult be checked and abated in them, that
they may acquire a relith of the more fub-
Jine pleafures that refult from reafon and
teligion; that they may purfuc them with
Ciest, and enjoy them without avocation,
Aad have they not in this place every
ative, afiftance, and encouragement, to
wirage them in a virtuous and mos il life,
ind o animate them in the attaiament of
ulful learning 2 What rank o1 cordition
of vouta is there, that has not dailv und
bourly opportunities of laying in {upplies
ot knowledge and virtue, that will in
every Qation of life be equally fervice-
aWle and ornamental to themfelves, and
beneficial to mankind? And fhall any one
t]nrc to convert a houfe of difcipline and
waring into a houe of diffolutenefs, ex-
tivagance, and riot? With what an ag-
gravation of guilt do they load themiclves,
W'yat the fame time that they are pur-
fuing their own unhappincfs, facrilegi-
0y break through all the fences of good
¢.der and government, and by their prac-
tice, feducement, and example, do what
“rthcm lies, 1o introduce isto thefz fchools
of frupality, fobriety, and temperance, all
Lz mud vices and vain gaieties of a li-
t*itious and voluptuous age! What have
“1- w0 anfwer for, who, while they pro-"
tegnicly fquander away that moft precious
‘i"”f"’ time, which is the only feafon of
: ‘x{?‘tgatton and improvement, to their own
o ;ZC\;«:hle lofs, encourage one another
iy ! 19 aud fenfual courfe of life, and
. ;"":1«1 ing wide the contagion, rcr:lc&
u‘:l-fn' upon, and thiive to bring into
e difelteem, the place of thr elas
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cation, where indullry, litcratare, virtue,
decency, and whatever elfe is praife-wor-
thy, did for ages flourith and abound? 1
this the genuing fruit of the pious care of
our anceftors, for the fecurity and propa-
gation of religion and good manners, to
the lateft pofterity ? Is this at laft the re-
ward of their munificence?  Or does this
condud correfpond with their views, or
with the jult expeltations and demangds
of your fiiends and your country
Tottie.

“avable Opportunitics once loff can-
ot be recalled.

Nor let any one vainly imagine, that
the time and valuable opportunities which
are now lott, can hereafter be recalled at
will; or that he who has run out his youth-
ful days in difipation and:pleafure, will
have it in his power to flop when he
pleafes, and make a wifer ufe of his riper
years.  Yet this is too generally the fal-
Tacious hope that flatters the youth in his
fenfual indulgences, and leads him infen-
fibly on in the teacherous ways of vice,
till it is now too late to rewrn. These
are foew, who at one plunge o totally im-
merge in pleafures, as to drown at once
all powes of reafon and confticnce: they
promiie themfelves, that they can fndulpe
thedr appetites to fuci a p int only, and
can cheek and tura them back when they
bave 1un their allotted race. 1 do not in-
decd fay that there never have been per-
fons in whom the ftrong ferment of y cuti-
ful Jults mav have happily fubfidid, and
who may have brought forth fiuits ot
amendment, and difplayed miny eninent
virtues.  God focbid ! that even the moit
licentious vices of youth ghould be abfo-
letely ancorigible.  Bat | may ventore to
atlirm, that the fuftances in tais cade have
been to e, that it is very dangtioas for
any one to trult to the cxpeiment, wpon
a prefumpuion that he Ll add to the -
number.  The only fure way to 1 ke any
proficiency in a virtuous hite, is % it ot
in it betimes. It is then, when 0ar incli-
nations are trained up ia the way that they
fhould lead w, that cultom foon muk s
the beft habus the moft agrecable; tae
ways of willom become the ways of pl.-
fafitnefs, and every ficp we advance, t' cy
grow more cafy and more delightfulr  Bur,
on the contrary, when vicious, headtrong
sppetites are 10 be recleimed, 2ad irv-te-
tate hebits 10 L corredted, winat fecurity
can we give curfelvey, that we Juail bave
7 # et.hee

§ 51,
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either inclination, refolution, or power, to
flop and twuin kack, and recover the right
way from which we have fo I and fo
widely wandercd, and entr upona new
life, when perhaps our fiength vow Hikth
vs, and we krow nes Loy nar we ray be
to our journcy’s end 2 Thele re fecnens

have fugacted principaily fo the file of

thofe, who allowing themfilves in greanr
indulrences than are confitent with a li-
beral and virtuous education, give evident
proofs that they are not fatheiontly avare
of the dangerous enctoachments, and the
cculiar deceitfulnels of pleatu.slle fin,
Tappy for them, weul! they onoo feri-
Ouf{v confider thar vweys! wnd vo tune
amn be more prop o, thn when theie 1.
lemn fealias of tecallection and 1o
diftiphne thould pavuclady (bt the m
o {ertonfnets and thoupht Ihiey woull
then difcover, that thomshthey aie o lats
curried gently and fupinely down the o h
fream of pleafure, yot foen the tevy e
will growv too violentto Te e dy thi

waves will mife, ant defh thea upon
rocks, or dink them o whitlpanhe Ui,

thorefue the part of pradeace o ttop oy
vhile tiey moy, acd to duetth g counte
iato detierent chunnel s which, whoces .,
ohitru®ons and difficulies they oy
bour wadvat i, will cvery dov bes
mare practeable and pleating, and will
abedly cany them o aferene and -
cute hoven, Yot
[N '//"‘B'f
“Think not, as L am sfiaid too mony do,
that beeaule veur paflion, hose vot har-
ricd you into avacicus deels, they have
theretore wionght no mifchuct, aat Live
Jefe no fling betund them, By a conti-
mund fevies of loofr, though appaicdy
trivial gaatific wioas, the heart is often s
thoreughly corruptel, as by the commit
Gon of zny one of thole erormons ¢rimes
which fpring from great ambition, or
greav revenge.  Llabit gives the pafers
ttrength, while the (biviee of gl niog puile
lc(‘n:‘mgly juthiiies them; and, unwaened
by remorte, the finner piucesds m his
courie, till he wax bold in guilk, and be-
come vipe for wuin:’ for, by gradua! and
lutent fteps, the detruon of our virtues
advances, Did the cvil wnveld itielf at
the beginnings (id the florm which is to
overthrow our peace, difcover, as it rofe,
all its horrore, precautions would more
frequently be taicn azat b it Bur we
are imperceptibly betrayed ; and from one

. r
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licentious sttachment, one criminal paf.
fion, are, by a train of confequences,
drayn on to avother, till the government
of our mirds s irtecove:ably loft.  The
¢ vorg ord the odious pafiiors are, in this
refpc@, fimitir in their procefs; and,
tloanh by ciferent roads, conduct at lat

to the fame i, Dlair,
§ 53 Onlr to be objerved in i -

nents,

Obferve order in your amufements; that
iy allow thet vo more than thair prope
Pl fudv to keep them withm due
touads s margle themin a tompaate fu
e dion with fcnous duties, wod the higher
butn v of ife.  biuman dife canvor pro
ol toadioat o, witheur lame mealure
o v e and caterioninaat We e
grbeaclief friom caies We are not form-
el for o papoaal fireeeh of ferions
owehn By oteo nterde and continued
"}‘l’:'é‘ don, our e ble powars would fo
Peworn enr, i the fame tine, from car
Prog nhry to cade and pleadure, amue-
it oroves, amene all sacks of inen, the
ool -:,x'-‘u;uus foe o ordor: fon it tends

i, o uiurp wnd enciotch, to wi-
Dt taastotics, to teat il inte the
Pl b e mportant concerus, a.d
Coeh o Mt and countora & the n
Giol courle of things,  One hiivelovs
ae et induleed ‘out of ftafon, wiil
¢ cacury perploaty and confution 't!.ru'
b fucemon of akuirs,

+atenierts, thescfore, though they be

of on innocent kind, require tteady go
vourmaeat, to keep them within a due :m\!
linted provine.,  Butfuch As aie of an
wicpuhir and vicious nature, requite rot
o he governad, but to be banith.d from
cvery ondetly focicty.  As focn #s a man
f=lzs his hap inefs from the gaming-ti-
Lle, the mudmght revel, and the otha
haunis of heentioufnefs, confufion feizes
upoa him ssits own.  ‘There will no lon-
gor be orderin his family, nor order in
Lis aftvrs, nor aider in lis time. The
moid important concerns ¢f life are aban-
doned. Taen the onder of ratue is by
fuch perfons imverted 3 night is changed
0 day, and day into night.  Charatun
horonr, and intereft itfelf, are trampled
uader foot.  Youihay with certainty prog-
notlicite the ruin of thefe men to be jul
at hand.  Diforder, arilen to its height
has nearly accomplifhed its work, The
frots of death arc wpon them.  Let every
one who would efcape the peftilential con-
mgwn,
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wegion, fly with hafte from their com.
Blar.

pasy
§ 51, Order tobe pieferaced in yeur Society.
Preferve order in the arrangement of
vour fociety 5 that is, entangle not your-
fulves i a perpetoal and promifcuous
aowd; fele€ with prudence and propriety,
viof: with whom you chufe to aflociate;
letcrmpany and retreat fuceced each other
U weatared intervals,  There can be no
oder in his life, who allots rot a due
thue ol bis tine to retirement and reflec-
von. e can neither pradently arrange
oot mpenal affurs, nor properly attend
o g it Linterefts,  He lives not to
Pt bae o the worlds By continual
winpauen, he iv radered giddy and
tow tilds. e contraéls unavordably
foom the warld that fpirit of difoder and
corfunsn whic i is fo prevalentin it
lt1 not . fullicient prefervation againft
©ianl, that the ¢inles of fociety inwhich
engagol are not of a hibertine
wid veows winde T they withdraw you
o tntattention to yourkelies aad your
duircltie coaterns, which becones 4 gool
oy ey e fubierfive of onder, and
romiiont wath your duty. What is in-
Lot aielf, degenerates inte 4 ciime,
tan bene carried to excels; and idle,
Lt u foaety, is nearlv a-kin to fuch as
Cootapuy, One of the fitlt principles
+orto s, o earn o be hapyy at home.
[ i domeflic retreat that every wife
» o fods his ehicffatisfaction,  Ttisthere
¢ fvms the plans which regulate his pub-
< eondudt, T who knows not how to
v himf when alone, can never be
¢ happy abioad.  ‘I'o his vacant mind,
weupany may afford a temporary relief;
i'uf wien forced to return to himielf, he
Wilbe fo mach more opprefied and lan-
fuds Whereas, by a due mixture of pub.
< and private life, we keep free of the
«es of both, and erjoy each o greater
Gantage, 1bid,

‘»] )r A due Regard to Order wecffary in
wuletfty Tomey Expence, and  Amaf-

dOG g

gty

ml;hroughout your affairs, your time,
Ut expence, your amufements, your fo-
::',\l.tlhf:_ principle of order mult be equally
" “ 1t voa expect to reap any of its
Srpy tnm;. For if into any one of thofe
l‘j:\ Gepartinents of life you fuffer dil-
K”-rim eater, it will fpread through all
“id In vaie, for inftance, you pur-
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pofe to be orderly in the condut of your
affairs, if you be irregular.in the diftri-
bution of your time. In vain you attempt
to regulatg your expence, 1f into your a-
mufements, or your focicty, diforder has
ciept.  You have admitted a principle of
confufion which w.1l defeat all your plans,
and perplex and entangle what you {ought
toarrange.  Uniformity is above all things
neceflary to order.  1f you defive that any
thing fhould proceed according to method
and tule, ¢let all things be done in or-
der’

1 muit alfo admonifh you, that in fmall,
as well as in gieat affairs, a due regard to
onder s iequifiie, T mean not, that you
ought to look «n thofe minute attentions,
which e apt to ceeupy fiivolous minds,
as connedted cither with virtue or wifdom:
but 1 exhort you to remember, that dis
order, hike other immoralities, frequently
takes rife from inconfiderable beginmngs.
They who, in the lefler traufactions of life,
are totally negligent of rule, will be in
hazud of extending that negligence, b
degrees, to fuch athairs and duties as wi{l
tender them criminal. Remifinefs grows
cn all who ftudy not to guard againit it;
and it is only by fr-quent exercife, that
the habits of orlcr and punctuality can be
tharoughly coutiimed. 1.

§ 56, Liienesi az sded by the Obfirvation
of O der.

By attending to order, you avoid idle-
nefe, that mott fioitful fonrce of crimes
and evils.  A&ting upon a plan, mecting
every tiing in ks own icc, you con-
ftandly find innocent and ufeful employ-
ment for time.  You arc never at a lofs
how to difpofe ot your hows, or to fill up
life agrecably. In the comfe of human
adtion, there are two extremes equaily
dangerous to virtue; the muliplicity of
affars, and the total want of them, ‘I'he
man of order flands in the middle between
thefe two extremes, and {uiters from nei-
ther, he is occupied, but not opprefled.
Whereas the diforderly, overleading one
putof time, and leaving another vacant,
ase at cne period overwhelmed with bufi-
nefs, and at another either idle through
want of employment, or indolent thiough
perplexity.  ‘Thofe feafons of indolence
and idenefs, which recur {o often in their
life, are their mot dangerous moments.
“I'he mind, uohappy in 1ts_fituation, and
clingigg to every obje® which can occapy

2 24
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or amule it, is then apteft to throw itfelf
into the arms of every vice and folly.
Farther; by the prefervation of order,
z;ou check inconftancy and levity.  Fickle
y nature is the human heart. It is fond
of change; and perpetually tends to ftart
afide from the fhaight line of conduét.
Hence aries the pron iety of bringing
ourfelves under fubjeétion to method and
yule; which, though ar firft it may prove
con‘}mining,g’ct by degrees, and from the
experience of its happy effeéts, becomes
natural and agreeable. It re@ifics thofe
irregularities of temper und manners to
which we give the name of caprice; and
which are diftinguithed charatteriftics of a
diforderly mind, 1t is the parcnt of ftea-
dinels of condu@, It forms confiflency
of charadter. It is the ground of all the
confidence we repofe in one another.
For the diforderly we know not where to
find.  In him only can we place any truft,
who is uniform tnd resular; who lives by
principle, not by humour; who a&s upon
a plan, and not by defuliory motions,
Dlair,

Order cffential to Sclf-cnjoyment and
Felic:ty.

Confider alfo how important it is to your
felf-enjoyment and felicity, Order is the
fource of peace ; and peace is the highett
of all temporal bleflings.  Order is indeed
the only region in which tranquillity
dwells, The very mention of confufion
imports difturbance and vexation. Is it
poflible for that man to be happy, who
cannot look into the flate of his affairs, or
the tenor of his condud, without difcern.
ing all t be embroiled? who is either in
the midit of remorfe for what he has neg-
le&ted to do, or in the midft of hurry to
overtake what he finds, too late, was necef-
fary to have been done?  Such as live
according to order, may be compared to
the celeflial bodies, which move.in regular
courfes, and by ftated laws; whofe in.
fluence is bencficent; whofe operations
arc quiet and iranquil. ‘The diforderly,
refemblc thofe tumultuous eclements bn
earth, which, by fudden and violent irru
tions, difturb the courfe of nature. By
mifmanagement of affairs, by excels in
cxpence, by irregularity in the indulgence
of company and amufement, they are per-

§ 57

petually creating molettation both to them-.

felvesand others  They depart from their
road to feek plealurc; and inftead of it,
they every where raife up forrows. Being
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always found out of their proper place,
they of courfe interfere and jar with
others. 'The diforders which they raife
never fail to fpread beyond their own line,
and to involve many in confufion and
diftrefs; whence they neceffarily become
the authors of tumult and contention, of
difcord and enmity. Whercas order is
the foundation of union. It allows every
man to carry on his own affairs without
difturbing his neighbour.  Itis the golden
chain wiiich holds together the focicties of
men in friendfhip and peace.
16id.

Care to be taken 1n fuppreffing crumi-
nal Thoughts,

When criminal thoughts arife, attend to
all the proper methods of fpeedily fup.
preffing them. Take example from the
unhappy induftry which finners difcover
in banifhing good oncs, when a natuial
fenfe of rcligion forces them on their con-
fcience.  How anxioufly do they fly fron
themlelves! Ifow ftudioufly do  thev
drown the voice which upbraids them, i
the noife of company or diverfions! Wea:
numerous artifices o they employ,
evade the uneafinefs which returns of re-
flettion would produce!—Werewe to ut
cqual diligence n preventing the entrance
of vicious fuggeftions, or in repelling them
when cntered, why fhould we not be
cqually fuccefsful in a much better caufe’
—As foon as you are fenfible that any
dangerous paffion begins to ferment, ir-
flantly czll in other paflions, and othe:
ideas, to your aid. Haften to tuin your
thoughts into a diffcrent direttion.  Sum-
mon up whatever you have found to be of
power, for compefing and harmoniz.mg
your mind. Fly for affitance to feiios
fludies, to prayer and devotion; or eves
fly to bufinefs or innocent fociety, if foli-
tude be in hazard of favouring the feduc
-tion. By fuch means you may flop t¢
progrefs of the growing evil: you mef
apply an antidote, before the poifon bt
had time to work its full effe®.  Jbid.

§ 59. Experience to be anticipated. by Re
Seldion,

1t is obferved, that the young and he
jgnorant are always the mok viol:: ¥
purfuit. The knowledge which is frodl
upon them by longer acquaintance w2
the world, moderates their impctuoﬁtz;‘
Study then to anticipate, by refleétion, th
knowledge which ¢xperience ot'tendp“;"

5
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chafesat too dear a price. Inure yourfelves
to frequent confideration of the emptinefs
of thofe pleafures which excite fo much
frife andP commotion among mankind.
"Think how much mdre of true enjoyment
is loft by the violence of paffion, than by
the want of thele things which give oc-
cafion to that pafion, Perfuade your-
felves, that the favour of God, and the
polleflion of virtue, form the chicf happi-
nels of the rational nature. Let a con-
tented mind, and a peacefal life, hold the
next place in your eitimation. Thefe arc
the conclufions which the wife and think-
ing part of mankind have always formed.
Lo thefe conclufions, after having run the
race of paflion,youwill probably cameat the
lat, By forming them betimes, you would
make a feafonable efcape from that tem-
peltuous region, through which none can
pafs without fuffering mifery, contrating
+uilt, and undergoing fevere remorfe.
Blair,

The Biginnings of Paffien to be
0ppLﬁﬂ'.

Oppofe carly the beainnings of paffion.
Avoid particularly all fuch objeéts as are
“Prto excite paflions which you know to
predominate within you,  As foon as you
find the tempelt rifing, have recourfe to
every proper method, either of allaying
s violence, or of efcaping to a calmer
fhore.  Haften to call up cmotions of an
oppofite nature. Study to conquer onc
pafion by means of fome other which is
of lefs dangerous tendency. Never ac-
count any thing fmall or trivial, whichis in
hazird of introducing diforder into yayr
heart,  Never make light of any defire
which you fee] ﬁaining {uch progrefs as to
threaten entire dominion. Blandithing it
will appear at the firt. Asa gentle and
innocent emotion, it may fteal into the
heart: but as it advances, is likely to
pizrce you through \vith.many forrows,
Whatyqn indulgc§ as a favourite amufe-
ment, will fhortly becomea ferious bufinefs,
andin the end ‘may prove the burden of
your lifs. Mott of our paffions flatter us
1 their rife: but their beginnings are
trsacherous; their growth is impercep-
Udle; and the evils which they carry ‘in
‘rncu train, lie concealed, until their domi-
o0 15 eftablithed. What Soloman fays
f‘ﬁo?e of them, holds true of them all,
g their beginning is as when one lciteth
“°‘f““'3‘9f.’ It iffues froma fmall chink,
¢l once might have been eafily flop-
fed; butbcmg negleéted, it is foon widened

3 Go.
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by the ftream, till the bank is at Lt tota'ly
thrown down, and the flood isat liberty te
deluge the whole plain. s

§ 61. Fhe Government of Tersper, as in-
Juded in the Keepirg of 1i Meart.

Paffions are qiick and ftrong emotions,
which by degrees fubfide. Temper is the
difpofition which remains after thefe emo-
tions are palt, and which forms the habi-
tual propenfity of the foul. ‘The one are
like the ftream when itis fwoln by the
torrent, and rufled by the winds; the
other refembles it when running within its
bed, with its natural force and velocity,
The influence of temper is more filent and
imperceptible than that of patlien; it
operates with lefs violerce; but as its
operation is conftunt, it produces efftts no
lefs confiderable. Itisevident, therefore,
that it highly deferves to be confidercd in
a religious view,

Many, indced, are aveife to behald it
in this light, ‘They place a good temp.r
upon the 1ame footing with a healthy con.
flitution of bady. 'I'hey confider it as a
natural felicity which fome enjoy; but for
the want of which, others we not morally
culpable, nor accountable to God: and
hence the opinion has fometimes prevaled,
that a bad temper might be contiffent with
a ftate of grace. If this were true, itwould
overturn that whole dottiine, of which the
gofpel is fo full, ¢that regeneration, or
change of nature, is the eflontial charac-
teriftic of a Chiittian.” It wouald fup. ofe,
that grace mightdwell amidft malcvolence
and rancour, and that hecaven might be
enjoyed by fuch as are ftrangers to charity
and love.—It will readily be admittzd that
fome, by the original frame of their mind,
are more favourably inclined than otheys,
towards ceitain good difpofitions and
habits.  But this affords no juftification to
thofe who neglect-to oppote the coirup-
tions to which they are prone, Let ro
man imagine, that the human heart 13 a
foil altogether unfufceptible of culture ! or
that the worlt temper may vot, through
the affiftance of grace, be reformed by at-
tention and difcipline, Settled depravity
of temper is always owing to our own in-
dukg:nce. If, in place of checking, we
nourith that malignity of difpofision to
which we are inclined, all the confequence»
will be placed to our account, and cvery
excufe, from patural conjhitution, be re-
js€ted at the tribunal of Heaven,

e

Es § 62.
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§ 62, A peaceful Temper and condefiend-
ing Manncvs recommenrded.

What firlt prefents itidf to be recom-
mended, is a peaceable temper; a dif
pofition averfe to give oflence, anl de-
firous of cultivating harmony, and an:icabls
intercourfe in focicty,  T'his fuppofes
yiclding and condefcenling manners, un-
willingnefs to contend with others about
trifles, and, in contells tha are unnaid-
able, proper moderation of fpirit - Such a
temper is the fuft prirciple of feif enjoy-
ment; it 3s the bafis of all order and hap-
pinefs among mankind. ‘The pofitive and
contentious, the rude and quairellome, are
the bane of fociety ; they feem deitined 1o
biaft the imall thare of comfort which na-
ture has here allotted to man,  Bue they
cannot diflwb the peace of others, more
than they ieak their own.  The hurii-

eane rages fitll in their own bofom, before,

it is let forth wnon the world, In the
tempcfl wiich they saife, they are always
loit; and fiequemtly it is their lot to
perith. .

A peaceable temper mutt be fupported
by a candid one, or a difpofition to view
the conduct of others with faiinels and
impaitiality,  This flands oppofid to a
jealous aud fufpicious temper; which al-
cribes every attion to the werlt morive,
and throws a black fhade over every chae
racter,  As you would be happy in yeur-
fclees, o0 in you coanections with othiers,
guard againf this nulienant fpivic. Sty
that charity which thinketh o evils that
temper wheeh, vithout dey s wontmy anto
('chu?xly, will difpote y w tobe juiis and
which can allow you to obfe vean cirer,
without imputine wasacrime.  Thus you
will be kept feee from that continual wii-
tation wiich imaginary injuies taite in a
fulpicious breatt; and wil walk ameng
men as v oear bl\'t:’\l’.".‘.. nwt your enemis

Buz to be praccable, ard to be candid,
iz not all that is requiied of 2 good man,
He araft caltivate a kid, gencrous, anl
fympathizing temper, wiich feels tor dif-
trels wherever ic1s behelds which enters
into the concerns of his filends wich ar-
dour; and o0 all with wham he has idter.
courie, is gentle, obiging, and humane,
How am. ble apprars tuch a dupofition,
when contrated with a malicious or en-
viows temper, which wraps iteif up in its
own narrow intecetts, looks with an evil
eye on the fuccels of otiers, and with an

wiiiural faiistaélion feeds on taels wifs
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appointments or miferies ! How little
does he know of the true happinefs of life,
who is a firanger tp that intercourfe of
s and kind affeft: hich. by
good ofiices and kind affeétions, which, by
a pleafing charm, attach men to one ano-
ther, and arculate joy from heart to
heae! Blair,

§ 63, Nuwesnae O cajicns affir fir the Ex-

: ertion f(/‘ﬂ l’LI.’{"L "ll'/lf ‘Z‘L"«'/,ﬁnr.

You aic 1ot to imagine that a henevo-
lent temper hnds no exerdife, unlefs when
opportunitics offer of peufouning actions
ot high gencrofity, or of extenfive uuliy:
thefe may feldom occer: the condinon of
the greater pait of mankind in a good
meafure precludes them,  But in the oidi-
nary tound of human affuiis, a thoatnd
occafions daily profent themiclhves of mia-
gating the vevations w hich others fufier,
of feothrnrr thar nunds, of awdme their
interclt, or promotng their cheamab of,
aresfe.  dSuch occdions may relaie o ihe
finatier inadents of bte - Dut Lous geo
member thatof Gl inadents, the tytan
of Laman hfe 1s chiefly cempolcd. The
attentions which refpoct thele, wien fug
gefled by read bemguity of tampr, e
often mure nsaterial to the happimets of
thote azoer Luy than actiens which ¢y
the appeartner of greater digmty and
fpleadear. Mo wife or good man oughit to
account any iulzs of b haviouws ov be'ur
Lis repud, winh teed to cement the
gicat brothaead ef mankind i comfore-
abic unton,

Potculaly in the comde of tiet fami-
liar intercowe which bdongs to demefic
lite, ol tie virtues of wper find aa am-
pie aange. Itonovory uwatestanate, that
within tiat cicle, men teo ofen thek
themfelves at hberty o give wnrellrainad
vert to the caprice of patlion and hewour.
Whereas there, on the centrary, mere
than any where, it concerns them to attend
to the governmeni of then heart; wo che ck
what is violent in theie tempers, and to
toften wht 1s haith in their mann:rs. For
there the wmper is formed. There the
redl character difplays il The forins
of the-werld difgwife men when abroad;
but within his own family, every man 1
known to be what he tiuly is.—In ail our
intercou (=, then, with others, particalatly
in that which is clofelt and’ mott intinate
Lot us cehivate a peaceuble, a candid, 2
geutle and friendly temper.  This is the
temper to v hich, by repeated injunttions
our hcly religion {r ks to form us, TJH;

wd
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o > the temper of Chiift, This is the tem-
perof Heaven. Blaw.

§ ('|.. A contented ‘szprr the o mf‘/f Bl
Jongs and w8 material Requsfite to the fro-
per Dijlarge of our Duties.

A contented temper is onc of the gicat-
eft bleflings that can be enjoyed by an,
and one of the moit mateiial requilites to
the proper difcaarge of the duties of every
faon,  For a fretful anl difeontert d
temper rznders one incapable of peiform-
my aoohtany partinlifer Jtis unthak-
fuland impiows towards Gol; zad 1o-
waids men poovaking and unjut. Juisa
ganain - windh preys on the vitals, an'l
it the whole conflitution with difeate
and putetiction. Sublue prds aind va-
by, and you woll tde the nofl effecual
netiod ot eradica ing this dreaper. You
wiltl no banaer bhiold the objedts ziound
souvath jaaadized eyes. You will tike
2 pocd pat the blefines which Provi-
[URITITEETS plested to betow, and the e

et fivow which your fellow et on s

< Cond o grantyons Ve adan v

L wnh all vour dmperfidinog

Tty i fat gt you wi'l ather T

cetdat sy ar enjoyime fo oy ool

Ceosc o dioamtented bevaste i sare
covarh yea want Fromoan hat e
deontented Cmpeon, w T i g e

Sbenes DL, af notin et a viwe,

et feail the e jnwlnch vitee thoat

2l AL Pty and gednets

urht e o Le manteed v thot des
steawineh fomeiimes G e fron

woeritition, but which iy the pper por-

oo e At the Lues i, e

Cooegulang belonging to viie e 1oty Lo

Cotuity Gl agnithed fiom ozl ae and

Ay tmpes wiich chziatte i 'y,

st o oten found amond e o ipated

<o, pacof mankind, Tacirg 1ty
0wy to wiotalwant of red.ion; ond
veots wity s the ufual conegriec:s of an

Y oonaking habit, fume, remo. fo, &+ d hea-
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§ 6.

Phe DyToe of Proys sk cicas to

* 1 ) -
rrihy wativd dde o s folon

To a variety of good paipofes it is fub-
fervient, and on many occadions co-upe-
rotes with the prindiple of virtwe. It a.
wakens us fiom tloth, invigorates a&ivity,
and thmulates our Glorts o exeel. 1t has
civen nfe to mot of tae fplendid, and to
iany oi the ulctal caterprizes of men. It
Las anmnared the patnog, and fired the
hero. - Magnaniminy, renerolity, and for-
titude, are what 2/l mankmd admiic.
Llenee, fuch as were astyited by the de-
{ue of extenfive fame, have been prompted
to deeds which ather prticipated of the
fping, orat featl eariied the appearance,
of ditiguihed virwe,  The defire of
praife 15« encrally cenne&ed with all the
fner fenfibitaes of human natore. It at-
fords a groand on which exkortation,
counfel, and reproof, can work a proper
cif e, Whereas, to be entirely deftituie
o this peion brtokens an ignoble mind,
o1 winch no moral imprethon is cafily
eades Where there is o defire of praite,
diere will be alfe no tenfe of 1eproach; and
3 that be extin_uillzd, one of the prindi-
prl sunds of vitee is removed, and the
meed thiown op oo many ()pplolnlous
punnts. dle whole countenance never
olowcd with hame. an 1 whofe heart never
heae 2t the found of pradie, 1 not deflingd
for any honcuiabhle ditngttion;; is Jikely to
grovel i the dordid quoil of gain; or to
ttumber life away 1 tihe indoleace ot felf-
i plrelares,

aAbtatted from the fentiments which
are conncéted with 1t as a principle of ac-
tion, the eltrem of our fellow-crestures is
an ol which, on account of the advau-
tipes b s, may be lawfuliy purlucd,

Coivnee il vy o cui fueefs, mevery fuir
arlohoett wad mukieg, Not caly oar
private duteeit, but our public ufetulnets,
¢pead inagreat mez e, wponin ‘The
f here of our inflecuce is comtrated or
ealarged, in propomicn to the der ee
which w2 erjoy the gnod opinin of the
public. Menirtea wity an unwilliag ear
to cn: whem they do not honour; while
a 1efreflnd chwalter ards weight to ex-
nmpx:, and aathority to countel. To de-
fir: the eliemm of others tor the fake of
1ts effxis, 15 tot enly allowable, bat
manv cafes is gue duty: and to be totsily
fnwitent to prade or cenfare, 15 fo far
firom Laing a virtue, that itds # real de-
foet in chaadter. 1bid.

L g ' § 64
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§ 66. Excefive Defive of Praife tends to

corvupt the Heart, and to dificgard the
Admonitions of Confiience.,

An cxceflive love of praife never fails
to undermine the rcgnrg due to confei-
«nce, and to corrupt the heart. 1t turns
off the eye of the mind from the ends
which it ought chiefly to keep in view;
and fets up a falle light for its guide.  Its
influence is the more dangeious, as the
colour which it affumes is often fair; and
its garb and appearance are neaily allied
to that of virtue. ‘The love of glory, I
before admitted, may give birth to aflions
which are both fplendid and ufeful,  Ata
diftance they ftrike the eye with uncom-
mon brightnefs; but on a nearer and
fi&ter furvey, their lufhie is often car-
nificd, “They are found to want that fa-
¢ered and vercrable dignity which charac-
eenfes true virtue  Liutke paflions and
felafh interells entered into the motives of
thofe who peiformed them.  “Lhey were
jealous of a competitor.  "They feught to
humble a rival.  They looked round for
fpedtators to admire them. All is mag-
nanimity, geneiofity, and courage, to pub-
lic view, But the ignoble fource wheuce
thefe feeming virtues take their rife, 15
hidden. Without, appears the hero; witi-
in, is found the min of duft and clay.
Canfult fuch as have been intimately con-
neeted wich the followers of renown; and
feldom or never will you find, that they
held them in the fame cfteem with thofe
who viewed them fipm afar. Thewe s
vothing except fimplicity of Mtention, and
purity of principle, that can ftand the teit
of near approach and il eximina-
tion, Llar,

§ 67. That Dujiipline avhick teactes to ma-
derate the Eagernefs of «wurlady P froms,
ard 1o portty the Mind awith the Princ:-
Ples of Firtur, is mere conducive to trué
Happiugss than the Pefleffien o all the
Geeds of Fortune,

That difipline which corre@s the en-
gernefs of worldly paflions, which fortifies
*he heait with virtuous principles, wiich
“lightens the mind wich ufeful know ledge,
«+nd furnithes to it matter of enjoyment
from within itfelf, is of more confequence
w real felicity, than all the provifior which
ve can make of the goods of fortune. To
ais Iet us bend our chief attention.  Let

- keep the heart will all dihgence, fec
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ing out of it are the iffues of life, Let
w, account our mind the moft important
province which is committed to our care;
and it we cannot rule fortune, ftudy at
leatt to rule ourfelves.  Letus [Propofe for
our object, not worldly fuccefs, which it
depend. not on us to obtain, but that up-
right and honourable difcharge of our duty
in every conjunéture, which, through the
divine ufliftznce, is always within our pow.
er, Let our happinefs be fought where
our proper praile is found; and that be
accounted our only 1eal evil, which is the
cvil of our natufe; not that which is ei-
ther the appointment of Providence, or
which arifes from the evil of others.
1Lid.

§ 68. Religrons Knowledge of great Con-
Johotion wnd Relisf anmdft the D{/}u_[n’l
9 INJ/U.

Coniider it in the light of confolation ;
as b iaging 2id and relicf to us, amidit
the dithciies of hie. Here religion in-
contefiably tiiamphs; and its happy cf-
tets in this reipect furmih a frong argu-
ment to every Lenevolert ivind, for with-
ing them to be farther diffufed throughout
the world.  Lor, without the belief and
hepe aiforded by divine revelation, the
circumfiances of man are extremely foi-
lorn,  He finds him{clf placed here as a
ftranger in a vait univerie, where the pow-
ers and operations of natire arc very im-
perfeétly known; where both the begina
nings and theiffues of thingsare involved
in myfterious darknefs; where he is unable
to difcover withany certainty, whence he
{prung, or for what purpofe he was brought
iuto thie ttate of exiftence; whether he be
fubjectd to the government of a mild, or
of a wrathful roler; what conttrudtion he
is to put on many of the difpenfations of
his providence ; and what his fatc js to be
when he departs heacg. What a difcon-
{olate fituation to a ferious, exquiring
mind! The greater degree of virtue it
poffefles, its fenfibility is likely to be th:
nore opprefied by tuis burden of labour-
ing thought. Even though it-werc inone’s
pow.r ta banith all uncafy thoughr, and to
1!l up the hours of life with perpetual
amufemers; life fo filled up would, upon
refledtion, appear poor and trivial. But
thaie are far from being the terms upon
w hich man is brought inte this world. He
is conicicus that lus being is frail and fee-
ble; he fees himfelf befet with various
dangers. 2nd is expofed to many a me-

lancholy
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lancholy apprehenfion, from the evils which
he may have to encounter, before‘ he ar-
rives at the clofe of life. In this diftrefled
condition, to reveal to him fuch difcp:
verics of the Supreme Being as the Chrif-
tian religion aftords, is to reveal to him a
fither and a friend; is to let in a ray of
the moft cheering light upon the darknefs
of the human eftate. He who was before
a dettitate orphan, wandering in the in-
hoipitable defert, has now gained a fhel-
ter from the bitter and inclement blaft.
He now knows to whom to pray, and in
whom to truft; where to unbofom his
foriows ; and from what hand to look for
reiief.

It 1n certain, that when the heart blceds
fiom fome wound of recent mustortune,
nuthing is of equal eflicacy with religious
comfort. It is of power to enlighten the
‘alet how, and to afluage the fevereft
woe, by the belief of divine fivour, and
tie profpeét of a blefled immortality.  In
{ich hopes, the mind expatiates with joy ;
and vhen bereaved of its earthly fiiends,
f'sces felf wath the thought, of one friend
wio will never forfake 1t.  Refined rea-
fen g, concerning the nature of the hu-
i coadinon,and the improvement which
posdofophy teaches us 1o make of every
cvent, miy ent.rtan the mind when 1t is
Atcafes may, perhaps, contiibute to footh
15, when fligady touched with (orrow 5 but
when je is torn with any fore dittiefs, they
are cold and foeble, compared with a di-
relt promi: : from the word of God.  This
IS an aachor to the foul, both fure and
fiudfaft. This has given confolation and
rfuze 1o many a virwous heart, at a time
when tive moft cogent reafonirgs would have
proved utterly unavailing.

Upon the approach of death efpecially,
®aem,af a man thinks at all, his anxiety
about his futare iuterefls mutt naturally
irereale, the power of rehigious confola-
ton is fenfibly felt, ‘Then appears, in the
moft thiking light, the high value of the
{1ionveries made by the Gofpel ; not only
ik and mmortality revealed, bat.a Me-
d!utor with God difcovered ; merey pro-
cumed, throngh him, to the frailiies of
the peartent and the humble; and his pie-
¢"we promifed to b with them when they
21 paling through the valley of the fha-
2w of death, in order to bring them fafe
0 unfeén habiwations of rcft and jor.
*lf:" is ground for their leaving the world

‘i comfort and peace. But in this fe-
“i¢ and trying period, this labouring hour
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of nature, how fhall the unhappy man fup.-
port himfelf, who knows not, or belicves
not, the hope of religion? Secretly con-
fcious to himfelf, that he has not acted his
gnrt as he ought to have done, the fins of
is paft life arife before him in fad ve-
membrance. He wifhes to exill after
death, and yetdreads that exiftence. The
Governor of the world is unkuown, He
cannot tell whether every endeavour to ob-
tain his mercy may not be in vain, Al is
awful obfcuity around him; and in the
midft of -endlefs doubts and perplexities,
the trembling 1cluttant foul 1s forced
away from the body. As'the misfortunes
of life muft, tofuch a man, have been
moft oppreflive; fo its end is bitter: his
fun fets in a dark cloud; and the night of
death clofes over his head, full of mifery.
Blar,

§ 69. Senfe of Right and Wrong, indepon-
dent of Relrgion,

Mankind certainly have a fenfe of rig!l't
and wrong, independent of religious be-
lief; but expericnce fhews, that the alz
lurements of prefent pleafure, and the im-
petaofity of paflion, are fuficient to pre-
vent men from alling agreeable to this
moral fenfe, unlefs it be fupported by re-
ligion, the influence of which upon the
imagination and pafliogs, if properly di-
rected, is extremely powerful.  We thall
readily acknowledge tha. many of the
geatelt encmies of religion have been
ditinguithed for their honour, probity, and
good-nature,  But itis to be confidered,
that many virtnes, as well as vices, are
conititutional. A cool anl cqual temper,
a dull imagination, and unfecling hrary,
enfure the poflefion of many virtues, or
rather, are a fecurity arainft many vices.
"T'hey may produce temperance, challity,
honetty, prudence, and a harmlefs, inofe
fenfive behaviour,  Whereas keen paflions,
a warm imagintion, and great feofibility
of heart, Liy a natural foundation foi pro-
digahty, debauchery, and ambition: at.
tended, however, with the feeds of all the
focial and mo'l heroic virtues, Such a tem-
perature of mind carries along widh it a
check to its conftitutional vices, by rendeq -
ing thofe pofffled of it peculiaily fufcep-
tibie of religious impreflion-.  They often
appear indeed to be the greateld encnies
to religion, but that is entirely owing o
their impatience ofits reftraints. It moft
dangerous encmies have ever been amang
the temperate and chafle plilolopheis,

' void
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void of paffion and fenfibility, who ha-l no
" vicious appetites to be reltrained by its in-
fluence, and who were unfufceptible of its
terrors or its pleafures,

Gregory.

Infidelity oing to Lofenfibaliry of

Heawrt.

§ 70.

Abfalute infideliry, or feztled fcepticifm

in religion, we acknowledgr, is no procf.

of want of underftanding, v a vicious dil-
pofition, butis certainly a very fhoug pre-
fumption of the want of imogination oud
fenfility of heait,and of a p. tverted an-
deritarding.  Some philofophrr hive been
infidels; few men of taile ond fontiment.
Y.t the examples of Loid Bacon, Mr.
Locke, and Sir Hawe Newion, amorg
nuany other firfl names in philofoniy, wre
a fufficient evidenee. thata schioe Loef
i perfedly compuuble with the clracit
and molt eularped underllandang;. "

o lile

Religion not f~ il un Fealuefs of
Mirad,

& 71,

Several of thofe who have furmoanted
what they call 1ehgious prejudices them-
folves, aflcdt to teeat fuch as are not
athamed to avow tieir rerard to v bo'on,
23 men of wea's uadu ffamdings wnd tecole
minds : bat this fhews either want ol can-
doul, OF PIeatianonI ¢ UF hUMAan atule.
The funcam ntd wcdes of ehgren have
heon vay gea caliy bdicoas byonon the
mot dlliome b der acuteren and e
caracy of judgrint. Ny, itn ungult o
inter the veahidts of @ pofin’s hiad on
ouhier {ubjects, from his attiebuonteren to
the foulaies of Dy edtlon, Byperieree
hews, ther whenthe e caation b beated,
and the uisctens deepty intereited, they
Jeve ] ol ditmdtions ob walavbands s et
this afords no prefumpiion of a ftliow
jedement in fubjecls where the tragiaa-
won and paflicns have no mﬂu;ncc.”

15N

§ 7z ERa:¢f Re oy - Secpticinm, wnd
Pt

(AN

Feeblenefs of nund i3 a reproach fre-
quently thrown, net enly upon duch as have
a tende of 1ebigion, but upon all who poties
wara, open, chearful tempers, and hearts
p::ulinr{_\' dvpofed 1o lov anl fiienddlip.
Bui the reproach isil t\:pndsd. Stu‘ngth
of mind dozs notconfiit in a peevith tem-
per, 1o a hasd detionible heare, and in Lid-

i
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ding defiance to God Almighty : it confiite
in an active, refolute fpirit; in a {pirlt that
enables a manto a&t his part in the world
with propucty; and to bear the misfor-
tanes of life with uniform forutude and
diznity.  This is a frength of mind,
wheh neither atheifm nor univerfal feepti-
c¢itm will ever be able to infpire.  On the
contrary, their tendency will be found to
clall alt the powers of Imagination; to de-
prefs fpuat as well as genius; 1o four the
temprroand contract the heart,  ‘I'he
hioi t rehizicus fpidt, and veneration for
Providonee, brcatl e in the writings o the
anciettoics; afedt diftioguithed for pro-
ducing the mott aetive, wtiepud, virtuous
o, tivtever Gidfononr to human na-
tue,

Can io bt dod, doe arth T o
o v T pterin Lave oy tecdone e
forn doch ooy 2 Dothor el o
T ene St e pein, aed e atlon of
mid, et Gy o g J fen !
pretfo ton, e et of danec
sadiold Wiy wlhontecoie c e, o
Lborty, o0 thor counte, ro oo it wea
ditingah v e
Letocs 2 Gy then Lot :
vourdle on the Deeblorcn Deoontlen v
La

“rarmas

of potng oA

PRTRTIIAN

wes of prace and domalne Livd
taey foft ot '
debern ] feanh? HRISTTERIN
s amd vl et of a bt ond,
father, ov e Do tey
taat bl o iy and eheaattine of
tonnan, thar i ol ey tach
anon biosd oy a4 o
thee e eV aaet v b divenad aed
gersoa Gt eob U leve o e
o Lid,wichod Sdeecd e by ol
and Dlefed as the panna o dopieled
mair, the fiiend of v widow and cr-
poan, e rednge and fupport ot tie poct
and e wobap py?

‘I'az ~enerel apinion of mwankind., that
there i a frans cour.ction between a
religious dufpohition and a feeling hears
apooans fiom the uciverlal difhke which
all imen bhave to inid ity dn the far (.
Ve not only look oa it as removing t.e
pitacipal fecurity we have for theioyvutu,
Lutas the teenged proof of their want of
tiat fofinefs and delicate fenfibiliy ot
heart, which peculiatly endears tham to v
and more effeftuatly fuecur s theig empii®
over s, than any guality they cin pofleis.

There are, indogd, feme men whe o
pe fuade themfelves, that there 15 no ter
preme tatelligence who diredls the cqurff

¢!

ot

of e

[t

an ~0s
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.
of rature; who can fec thofc they have
been connected with by the ftrongeft bonds
of nature and filendfhip gradually difap-
pearing ; who are perfuaded, that this
feparation 1> final and eternal; and who
evpedt, that they themfelves fhall foon fink
dovo ufter them into nothing 5 and yet fuch
mai appear eafy and contented.  But to a
funfible heart, and particularly to a heart
{oft n-d by paft endeniments of love or
fred Lip, fuch opinions are attended with
eloom inevprefible; they firike a damp
e all the pleafures and enjovments of
htr, wnd cut off thole profpets which
done ¢an comfort the foul under ceitain
&dyefles, wheie all other aid 1. feeble and
niofedtaal,

Seepticifm, or fufpenfe of judgment, as
e trath of the great articles of reli-
e, isattended with the {ime fatal efivets,
Winrevar the afiodions are deeply inte-
rded, a fhue of fufpeni s more 1ntole-
tilly and arore (L tmg o the miad,
tan the fad aglarance of the ovit which s
L abdisaded,

§ 53 Comfariof Relg. m

Ther aoe many who have pafled the ane
Treath and boauty, who have sefigned
Daures of that fm{'ing icalon, who
Vot e inty the vale of years, im-
poed in their healdh, depredled in theie
tanes, (hiptof their friends, their chil-
¢y and perhape il more tender con-
Provans, What refource can this worid
wod them? Tt opraents a dark and
Be o vatle, thiough wladh there d-es
e fingle 1ay of comfort  Lvery
Crutae prope@ of an Iation is now at an
w!.; long vperieree «f markind, an o
¢oderer very differert from wlhat the
onoand generows foul of youth hid
oy dieamt of, has rendered the heart
'wx‘v-.rﬁ U eccefible 1o rew ficndily; s,
Lieprincizal fources of aQivity are wken
Wy, when thofe for whom we abour are
ol from us, .t ofe who animated, and
! e who fweetenad ail the teils of hie
: then cap e fe.b 1 ad rofupe, bt
' ".I)Q(MH of religion?  There fhe
‘; i"ln:::cd to thofe prejpedts of Provie
B . "':-.n\l futurity, which dlere can vaim
Pall the Leart ) fpeak heicof fuch as
ot tae fewings of hubaanity, whom
tooteres mave fUftered, ard perhaps
¢ vemtd more delicately fenfible: not of
v pofiefs that xl'upi(l irienfibility,
a2 pleafed o dignify with the

wLie gf p::i}m"op. Ve
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It fhould therefore be expeed that
thofe philofophers, who ft'nd in n» necd
themfelves of the affitance of religion to
fupport their virtue, and who never feel
the want of its confolations, would yet
have the humanity to confider the ver
differont fituation of the rett of mankind,
and vot endeavour to deprive thew of
what hahit, at leatt, if they will not.allow
it to be ratar-, has made neceflary to their
morals, and to their hipinef.—It might
be expected, that humanity would prevent
them from breakiag into the la# reneat of
the untoranate, who can no longer he ob-
jects of ther vy or refentment, and
te ring fiom them their only remaiuing
comfort, 'The attempt to ndicule 1elie
gion may be agiceible to fome, by 1e-
living them fjom’ cefbiaint upon” their
pi awees, una may render others very
milaably, by making them doubt thofe
trath, o which thiey were moll deeply
intere ‘ed 3 but it can convey real good
ard haprines to noone individual.

IOXA
§ 74 Covfe of Zeal to propagate Inpuieliey,

‘Lo fpport openly and avowedly the
carle o wfidehity, may be owing, infome,
to t ¢ vonity of appearing wifer than the
relt el madand; to vamiy, thet argphi-
brows ;- dion that feeks for food, not only
in the tedtation of every beauty and every
virstue that adorn humavity, but of cvery
vice and perverfion of the underilanding
that wngrace ir. The zeal of muking
profelytes to i, may ofien be attiibuted to
a hike varity of pofifling a dircction and
afcendancy over the minds of men; which
is a very Hattering fpecies of fuperiority,
Battherefeems to be fome other cauf that
fecretly influences the condult of fome thac
rejeft all 1elizion, who, trom the reft of
their charaller, cannot he fufpeéted of
vanity, i any ambiticn of fuch fuperiority.
This we hall attempt 1o explain,

The very differing in‘opirion, upon any
interefling fubjedt, from all around us,
gives aditagreeable fenfation,  'This mufl
be gieaty increafed in the prefent caiz, as
the tecling which attends i ikdelity or feep-
ticifm in 1ciigicn s certainly a comfortlefs
one, where there is the leat degroc of
fenfibi 1ty . —%ympathy is much nore
fought afier by an unhappy mind, thar by
one chearful and at cate, We require a
fupport m the one cafe, which in the otlir
is not neceiiary. A nérfon, thercfore, void
of 1eiigion, feels nimf-Af as it were u!or‘ic

in
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in the midft of fociety; and though, for
prudential reafons, he choofes, on fome
occafions, to difguife his fentiments, and
join in fome form of religious worthip,
yet this, to 3 candid and ingenuous mind,
muft always be very painful; nor does it
abate the difagre:,ab&m feeling which a
focial fpirit has in findin, itfel?alone, and
without any friend to footh and participate
its uncafinefs. This feems to have a con-
fiderable fhare in that anxicty which Free.
Thinkers generally difcover to make pro-
felytes to their opinions ; an anxicty much
greater than what is fhewn by thofe whofe
minds are at eafe in the enjoyment of hap-
pier profpedts. Gregory.

& 75. Zeal in the Propagation of Infidelity
nexcufable.

"The excufe which infidel writers plead
for their condud, is a regard for the caufe
of truth. But this is a very infufficient
onc. None of them act u({)on this princi-
ple, in its lurgeft extent and application, in
common life; nor could any man live in
the world, and pretend fo to do. In the
purfuit of happinefs, “our being’s end and
aim®,’ the difcovery of truth 1s far from
being the moft important obje@. It is
true, the mind receives a high pleafure
from the invefligation and difcovery of
troth, in the abltra@ fciences, in the works
of nature and art; but in all fubje@ts,
where the imagination and affettions are
deeply concerned, we regard it only fo far
as it is fubfervient to them.—One of the
futt principles of focicty, of decency, and
of gnod manners, is, that no man is enti-
ted to fay every thing he thinks true,
when it would be injurious or offenfive to
his neighbour.  1f it was not for this prin-
ciple, all mankind would be in a flate of
hottility. '

Suppofe a perfon to lofe an only child,
the fole comfort and happinefs of his life :

When the firlt overflowiogs of nature are’

pit, he recolietls the infinite goodnefs and
impenetrable wifdom of the Difpofer of all

eveuts; he is perfuaded, that the revo-’

lution of 4 few years will again unite him
1o his child, never more to be feparated.
With thefe fentiments he acquicfces with
a melancholy yet pleafing refignation, to
the divine will. Now, fuppoiing all this
ta be a deception, a pleafing dream, would
not"the general fenfe of mankind condema
tie philofupher, as barbarous and inhu-
wan, who thould attempt to wake him out
. * Pope.
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of it.=~=Yet fo far does vanity prevail over
good-nature, that we frequently fee men,
on other occafions of the moft benevolen
tempers, labouring to cut off that hope
which can alone chear the heart under a;
the preflures and affliCtions of human life,
and cnable us to refign it with chearfulnefs
and dignity!

« Religion may be confidered in three
different views.  Firft, As containing doc-
trines relating to the being and perfections
of God, his moral adminiftration of the
world, a future flate of exiftence, and par.
ticular communications to mankind, by an
immediate fupernatural revelation.—Se-
condly, Asa rule of life and manners.—
Thirdly, As the fource of certain peculiar
affetions of the mind, which either give
pleafure or pain, according to the parti-
cular genius and fpirit of the religion that
infpires them. Tbid.

§ 76. Rcligion confidered as a Science.

In the firlt of thefe views, which gives
a foundation to all religious belief, and on
which the other two depend, Reafon is
principally concerne¢.  On this {ubje&,
the greatelt effosts of human genius and
application have been exerted, and with
the moft defirable fuccefs, in thofe great
and important articles that feem moft im-
mediately to affe@ the intereft and hap-
pinefs of mankind. But when our en-
quiries here are puthed to a certain length,
we find that Providence has fet bounds t
our reafon, and even to our capacities o
apprehenfion. This is particularly the
cafe with refpe€t to infinity and the moral
ceconomy of the Deity. The objeéts are
here, in a great meafure, beyoud the reach
of our conception; and induion, from
experience, on which all our other reafon-
inF: are founded, cannot be "applied to3
fubje& altogether diffimilar to any thing
we are acquainted with—~Many of the’
fundamental articles of religion are fuch,.
that themind may have the fulleft con-!
vition of their truth, but they muft be
viewed at a diftance, dnd are rather the
objeéts of filent and religious veneratiod
than of metaphyfical ditquifition, 1f th
mind attempts to bring them to a nearef
view, it is confounded with their firange-
nefs and immenfity. N

When we purfue our enquiries into anf
part of nature beyond cenain bounds, w6
find ourfelves involved in pesplexity a
darknefs. But there is Lgh remarkablt
difference between thefe and religious ¢

quiries*
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quiries: in the inveftigation of nature, we
can always make a progrefs in knowledge,
and approximate to the truth b{ the pro-

¢ exertion of genias and obfervation.
E:t our enquiries into religious fubjects
are confined within very narrow bounds;
nor can any force of reafon or application,
lead the mind one ftep beyond that impe-
netrable gulf, which feparates the vifible
and invifible world.

Though the articles of religious belief,
which fall within the comprehenfion of
mankind, and feem cffential to their hap-
pincls, are few and fimple, yet ingenious
men have contrived to eret them into moft
tremendous {yftems of metaphyfical fub-
tlety, which will long remain monuments
both of the extent and the weaknels of
human underftanding. The pernicious con-
fequences of fuch fyftems, have been va-
rious. By attempting to eftablifh too
much, they have hurt the foundation of
the moft interefting principles of religion.
—Moft men are educated in a belief of
the peculiar and diftinguithing opinions of
fome one religious fe&t or other. They
are taught, that all thefe are equally found-
ed on divine authority, or the clearelt
delutions of reafon ; by whichmeans their
fyitem of religion hangs fo much together,
that one part.cannot be fhaken without
endangering thewhole. But wherever any
frecdom of enquiry is allowed, the abfur-
dity of fome of thefe opinions, and the
uncertain foundation of others, cannot be
concealed. This natarally begets a gene-
ral diftrutt of the whale, with that fatal
lukewarmnefs in religion, which is its ne-
ceflary confequence.

The very habit of frequent reafoning
and difputing upon religious fubjetts, di-
ninifhes that reverence with which the
mind would otherwife confider them. This
feems particalarly to be the cafe, when
men prefume to enter into 2 minute fcru-
tiny of the views and ceconomy of Provi-
dince, in the adminiftration of the world ;
%uy the Supreme Being made it as it
15; the freedom of his actions; and many
ouser fuch queftipns, infinitely beyond our
Teach, The nataral tendency of this, is to
leflen that awfl veneration with which we
ught always to contemplate the Divinity,

Ut which can never be preferved, when
Men canvafs his ways with fuch unwar-
Tantable freedom. Accordingly we find,
amongit thofe fettaries where fuch difqui-

tions haye principally prevailed, that he
*43% been mentioned asd even addieflod
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with the moft indecent and fhocking fa-
miliarity, The truly devotional fpirit,
whofe chief foundation and charadteriftic
is §enuinc and profound humility, is not to
be looked for among fuch perfons.

Another bad effet of this fpeculative
theology has been to withdraw people’s
attention from its prattical duties —We
ufually find, that thofe who are moft dif-
tinguithed by their excefive zeal for opi-
nions in religion fhew grcat moderation
and coolnefs to its precepts; and their
great feverity in this refpet, is commonly
exerted againft a few vices where the heare
is but little concerned, and to which their
own difpofitions preferved them from any
temptations,

ut the worft cffeéts of fpeculative and
controverfial theology, are thofe which it
produces on the temper and affections.—
When the mind is kept conftantly embar-
raffed in a perplexed and thorny path,
where it can find no fteady light to fhew
the way, nor foundation to reft on, the
temper lofes its native chearfulnefs, and
contialts a gloom and feverity, partly from
the chagrin of difappointment, and partly
from the focial and kind affections being
extinguithed for want of exercife. When
this evil is exafperated by oppofition and
difpute, the confequences prove very fatat
to the peace of ?ociczy; efpecially when
men are perfunded, that their holding cer-
tain opinions entitles them to the ﬁivinc
favour; and that thofe who differ from
them, are devoted to cternal deftrution,
This perfuafion breaks at once all the ties
of fociety. ‘'I'he toleration of men who
hold erroneous opinions, is confideled ay
conniving attheir deftrqying not only them-
felves, but all others who come within the
reach of their influence. This produccs
that cruel and implacable fpirit which has
fo often difgiaced the caufe of religion, and
‘dithonoured humanity.

Yet the effects of religious controverfy
have fometimes proved bepeficial to man-
kind. 'That fpirit of frec enquiry, which
incited the firlt Reformers to thake off the
yoke of ecclchiattical tyranny, nn:ura!‘l)' be-
got juft fentiments of ¢ivil liberty, efpeci-
ally when irritated by perfecution. When
fuch fentiments came to be united with
that bold enthufiafm, that feverity of tem-
per and manners that diftinguithed fome
of the reformed fedts, they produced thofe
refolute and inflexible men, who alone were
able to affert the caufe of liberty, in an
age wheu the Chriftian woild wa, tner&

v.ile
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vated by luxury or fuperftition; and to fuch
‘men we owe that freedom and happy con-
flitution which we at prefent enjoy.—But
thefe advantages of religious enthufialm
have been bat acci lental
1n general it would appear, that religion,
confidered as a fcience, in the manger it
has been ufually teated, is but little bene-
ficial to mankwnd, neither tending to en-
large the underitanding, fweeten the tem-
per, or mend the heart, Atthe fame time,
the labours of ingenious men, in cxplain-
ing obfiure and difficult piffages of fucred
writ, have been highly ufeful and neceflary,
And though it is natural for men to carry
their fpeculations, on a (ubjedt that foneas-
ly concerns their prefent and eternal hap-
inefs, farther than reafon extends, or than
1s clearly and exprefsly revealed; yetihefe
can be tollowed by no bad confequences,
ifthey are carried on with thatmadeily and
revercnce which the fubject requires, They
become peinicious only when they are
formed into fiftems, to which the fame
credit and fubmiflion is requited as to
Holy Writ itfelf. Gregiiy.

§77. Religion confidered as a Rule of Life
and Manners.

We thall now proceed to confider rcli-
gion asa rule of life and manners.  Inthis
refpedt, its influence is very eatenfive and
beneficial, even  when disfigured by the
wildeft fuperflition; as it is able to check
and conquer thofe pallions, which reafon
and philofophy are too weak to encounter,
But it is much to be regretted, that the
application of religion to this end, hath
not been attended to with that care which
the importance of the fubject required.—
The fpeculative part of religion feems ge-
nerally to have engrofled the attention of
men of genius. ‘T'his has been the fate
of sll the ufeful and pradtical aits of lite;
and the application of rehigion, to the re-

ulation of lite and manners, muit Le con-
ﬁdercd entirely as a praflical art.—"The
caufes of this negle®, fcem t he thefe:
Men of a philofophical genius have an
averfion to all appﬁcuion. where the ac-
tive powers of therr own minds are not
immediately employed. But in acquiring
any pradival art, a philofopher is ullligeﬁ
to fpend moft of his ttme in employments
where his genius and underilandiag have
noexeicife, The fucof the pradtical arts
of medicine and religion have been pretty
fimilar: the objett of the one is, to cure
the difeates of the body; of the other, to
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cure the difeafes of the mind. The pto-
grefs and degrees of perfeétion of both
thefe arts ought to be eftimated by no
other ftandard, than their fuccefs in the
cure of the difeaies to which they are fe-
verally applied. In medicine, the facts on
which the art depends, are fo numerous
and complicated, fo mifreprefented by
fraud, credulity, or a heated imagination,
that there has hardly ever been found a
taly philofophical genius who has attempt-
ed the prattical part of it.  Theie are, 1n-
deed, many obitacles of different kinds,
which occur to render any improvement
in the pradtice of pylic a matter of the
utmoft difficulty, at leait while the profef-
fion refts on its prefent narrow foundation,
Almott all phyfictans who have been men
of ingenuity, have amufed themielves in
forming theorics, which gave exercife to
their invention, and at the famic ime con-
tributed to their reputation. Inflead of
being at the trouble of m.king obferva-
tions themfelves, they culled out of the
promifcuons multitade already made, fuch
as beit fuited their purpole, and drefled
them up in the way tawr fyflem required.
In coniequence of this, the huitory of me-
dicine does not fo much exhibit the hit-
tory of a pr()gr(,ﬂ]\(: afL, as a hiﬂury of
opinions which prevailed perhaps for twen-
ty or thirty vears, and then funk into con-
tempt and oblivion. The cafe has been
nearly fimilar in pradQical divinity. but
this 1s attended with much gieater diffi-
culties than the pradtical part of medicine;
in this laft, nothing is required but affidu-
ous and accurate obfervation, and a good
underftanding to diiect the proper applica-
tion of fuch obfervation. id.

§ 78. How Religion is tu be applied to cure
the Dyfsafes of the Mind

To cure the difeafes of the mind, there
is required that intimate kuowledge of the
human heart, which muft be drawn from
lI'fe idels, and which boaks can never
teach; of the varous difguifes under whica
vice rccommends hcr(cl% to the imagina-
tion; of the artful aflociation of ideas
which fhe forms there; and of the many
namelefs circamftances vhat foften the
heart and render it acceffible Tt is like-
wife neceflary to have a knowledge of the
arts of infinuation and perfuafion, of the
art of breaking fille and unnaturst aflo-
ciations of ideas, or induc'ng counter-afo-
ciations, and oppofiny gnz paflion to an-
other; and after all this knowledge is ac-
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" gaired, the fuccefsful application cf it to
prafuce depends, ina confiderabledepree,
o powess, which no extent of onderftand-
ing can confer.

"\ 1ce dacs not depend fo much on a per-
vafon of the underflanding, as of the
s mgination and paffions, and on habits
ciygially founded on thefe. A vicious
ran is gererally fenfible cnough that Lis
cmdu't is wiong; he knows that viee is
comrary both to his duty and to his iute-
12 anl therefore, 2l laboured reafon-
i, to fathfy his underftanding of thels
traths, is ufelels, becwfe the difeafe does
et fie ia the urdenlanding, The evil s
foat-din the hea to The imaginations and
pribons are caganed on s fides and to
et eneenit be applied. Here has
Loy the goneral defiét of writings and
{ineme, aateaded to reform mankind,
2oy azuious and fenfible remacks are
ned o {rolicion, and

¢ feveral daties of
vou judicions zrguments are brought to
Gfoee them, Suen performances may
bevtr 1o T to with plesure, by pious and
velddinebd perioas, who likewile may
¢ fim thesee wioful infiudion for
Uico dutm bie, The wicke Land pro-
forres o ever bocks of ehiu fore fall in
ey, very roaddy allow, thae whae
e waia are great and eternal truths ;
Laaen v lave nolafhing imprefion. 1fany
tevy comoroale, it s the power cf lively
an it defeription, which tiaces and
leos opon'thiir hewts through all theie
wndios and difguifes, makes them fee
andcoutifs thair own characters in all their
dcl:uniz) w L horror, imprefies theirhe irts,
“tdaterelts their paflions by all the motives
“f e, gruitde, and fear, the profpect

of rawvaids and punithments, and whatever *

otiier motives religion or rature may dic-
tte. But to do this effectaally, requires
very different powers from thofe of the
underftanding: “a lively and well regu-
lited imagination is cffentially requificc.
Gregery.

§ 9. On Public Preaching. .

In pe¥lic addreffes to an audience, the
‘great end of reformaijon is moft effectu-
1#lly promoted; becaufe all the powers of
VoLt and adtion, all the arts of eloquence,
may be brought to give their affillance.

bt fame of thofe arts depend on gifis of
ndture, and canpot be attained by any
w'i:':‘flﬁ of genius or underftanding ; cven

"ir¢ nature has been liberal of thofe ne-
Cory requifives, they muit be cultivated
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by much pradlice, before the proper ex-
eciiz of them can be acquised. Thus, a
publc fpeaker muy have a voige that is
muiical and of great compafs; but it re-
quizes muzh time and Libour 1o uttiin its
Juitmodualation, and that variety of lexion
and tone, which & patheuc difcourfe re-
quires. ‘Lhe fame diflicuity witends the
acquifition of that propricty ofa&ion, that
porer over the cxpreffive featuies of the
countenance, pasihalily of the eyes, o
nee-flary to command the hearts and pai-
fions of an audien.e.

It s ufually thought that a preacher,
who feels what he s faying himlelf, will
natura'ly fpeak with thettone of voice and
expr flion i Lis countenance, that belt tuies
the fuli) &, and which cannot fuil to move
bis audience: thuy it ds faid, 2 perfon une
der the inflacnce of fear, anger, or foniow,
Tooks aad fhealss in the manner naturally
evpietfis ot thele emotions,  This is true
in fome me-dure; butic can never be fup-
poied, that any preacher will be able to
eoterinto his fubjett with fuch real warmth
upon every occason,  Behides, every pra-
dent man will be ¢ fraid to abandon him-
{elf fo entirely to any impiellion, as he
mit'tdo to produce this edect. Moft men,
when thongly affeited by any paflion or
emation, have forne peculinity in theirap-
pearance, which does not belong tu the
natural exprefion of fuch an cmotion,  If
this be not propuily correted, a pullic
fpeaker, who iy really warm and animated
with his fubject, may ueverthelels muke a
very ridiculous and contempuible figure.
It 15 the bufinefs of art, to fhew natuse in
her moft amiable and graceful forms, and
not with thofe peculiarities in which fhe
appears in puticular inflances; and it is
this difficulty of properly reprefenting na-
ture, that renders the cloquence and aétion,
both of the pulpit and the ftage, acquifitions
of fuch diiliceit attainment.

But, befides thofe talents inherent in the
preacher himfelf, an intimate knowledge
of nature will fuggelt the ncceflity of at
tending to certain external circumflances,
which operate powerfully on the mind,
and prepaie it for receiving the defigned
impreflions.  Such, in particular, is the
proper regulation of church.mufic, and
the folemnity and pomp of public wor-
fhip. Independert of the effctt that thele
particulers hwve on the imagination, it
mirht be expellel, that a jult tafte, 2
fenfe of decency and “propricty, would
make them morc attended tu than we find

tiey
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they are. Weacknowledge that they have  does in ours, What fhews its great de.
Been abufed, and have occafioned the pendance on the imagination, is the re.
groffelt fuperftition; but this univerfal pro- markable attachment 1t has to poetry and
icrnﬁty to carry them to excefs, is the muﬁC,which'Shakefpeayc calls the food of
ongeft proof that the attachment to lovc, and which may, with equal truth, be
them is deeply rooted in human nature, called the food of devotion. ~Mufic enters
and confequently that it is the bufinefs of into the future paradife of the devout of
good fenfe to regulate, and not vainly to every fett and of every country, The
attempt to extinguith it. Many religious Deity, viewed by the eye of cool reafon,
feds, in theirinfancy, have fupported them-  may be faid, with great propricty, to dwell
felves without any “of thefe external aflit- in light inacceffible. 'The mind, firuck
ances; but when time has abated the fervour  with the immenfity of his being, and with
of their firft zeal, we always find that their  a {enfe of its own Jittlenefs and unworthi-
public worthip has been “conduéted with refs, admires with that diftant awe and
the moft remarkable coldncfs and inatten- veneration that almoft excludes Jove.  But
tion, unlefs fupported by well-regulated Viewed by a deveut imagination, he may
ceremonies.  In fa&, it will be found, that  become an objeét of the warmeft affelior,
thofe fe@ts who at the commencement and even paflion —The philofupher con-
have been meft diftinguifhed for a religions  templates the Deity in all thofe marks of
enthufiafm that defpifed all forms, and the wifdom and benignity diffufed through the
genius of whofe tenets could not admitthe  vaiious works of nature.  The fevou!
ufc of any, have either been of fhort duta-  man confines his views rather to his own
tion, or ended in infidelity. particular conncétion with the Deity, the
The many difficulties that attended the many inltances of his goodnefs he himielf
practical art of making retigion influence has expericnced, and the many greater he
the manners and lives of mankind, by ac-  flill hopes for. "T'his eflablithes a kind of
quiring a command over the imagination intercourfe, which often interefls the heart
and paffions, have made it too generally  and paffions in the deepsft snanner,
negle@ted, even by the molt eminent of  The devotional tafte, like all other tafies,
the clergy for learning and good fenfe.  has had the hard fate to be condemned 13
Thel: have rather chofen to confine them-  a weaknefs, by all who are flrangers to its
fz2lves to a track, wheie they were fure to joysand itsinfluence.  'Too much and tco
excel by the force of their own genjus, ficquent occafion has been given, to tum
than to attempt a 10ad where their fuccefs this fubje@ into ridicule.—A heated and
was doubtful, and where they might be devout imagination, when not under the
outfhone by men greatly their inferiors, direQtion of a very found underftanding, is
It has therefore been principally culti-  apt to run very wild, and is at the fame
vated by men of lively imaginations, time impatient to publifhall its follies to the
pofleffed ‘of fome nataral advantages of world.—The feelings of a devout heart
voicc and manner.  But as no artcan ever _ fhould be mentioned with great referve and
became very beneficial to mankind, unlefs ~ delicacy, as they depend upon private ex-
it be under the 'dircétion of genius and perience, andcertain cifcumitances of miad
good fenfe, it has 100 often happened, that  and fituation, which the world can neither
the art we are now fpeaking of has become  know nor judge of. But devotional wri-
fabfervient to the wildeft fanaticifin, fome-  tings, executed with judgment and tafte,
times to the gratification of vanity, and are not only highly ufeful, but to all, who
fometimes to ftill morc unworthy purpofes.  have a true fenie of religion, peculiarly co-
Gregory.  gaging. 1bid,
L3
§ Bo. Religion confifercd as exciting De- § 81, Advantages of Devotion,
welron. The_devotional fpirit, united to good
The third view of rcligion confiders it fenfe and a chearful temper, gives that
as engaging and interefting the affettions, iteadinefs to virtue, which 1t always wans
and comprehends the devotional or fenti- when produced and fnpportcd, by goui
mental part of it.—The devotional fpirit natural difpofitions only, It corre@ls av
is in fome meafure conflitutional, depend-  humanizes thofe conftitutional vices, whi
i,n& on liveline(s of imagination and fenfi- it is not able cmircly to fubdue; and
bility of heart, and, like thefe qualities, though it too often fails to render meft
prevails more in warmer climates than it perfelly virmous, it paeferves them from
' becoming
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becoming utterly abandoned. Tt has, be-
fides, themoft favourable influence on allthe
paffive virtues; it givesa foftnefs and fen.
fibility to the heart,and a mildnefs and gen-
tlenefs to the manners; but above all, it pro-
duces an univerfal charity and love toman-
kind, liowever different in fation, country,
or religion.  There is a fublime yet tender
m:lancholy, almoft the univerfal attendant

on gerius, which is 100 apt to degenerate”

into gloom and difguft with the world. De-
votion is admirably calculated to foothe this
difpofition, by infenfibly leading the mind,
while it feems to indulge it, to thofe prof-
pects which cilm every murmur of difcon-
teat, and ditiufe a chearfulnefs over the
dukeft hours of human life.~Perfons in
the pride of high health and {pirits, who
are keen in the purfuits of pleafure, inte-
red, o ambition, have cither no ideas on
tes fubject, or treat it as the enthufiatn of
aweik mind, - But this really fhews great
nirrownefs of underﬂanding; a very little
redection and acquaintance with nature
might teach them, on how precarious a
foundation their boafted independence on
rehgion is built; the thoufand namelefs
accidents that may deftroy it; and that
though for fome years they fhould efcape
thele, yet that time muft impair the greateft
Mgour of health and fpirits, and deprive
them of all thofe objects for which, at pre-
feat, they think life only worth cnjoying.
It hould feem, therefore, very neceflary to
lecure fome permanent obje, fome real
fepport to the mind, to chear the foul,
when all others fhall have loft their in-
fzucncc.—The greateft inconvenience, in-
teed, that attends devotion, is its taking
fuch 2 fait hold of the affe@ions, as fome.
times threatens the extin vithing of every
Otier aive principle of the mind. For
when the devotional fpirit falls in with 2
melancholy temper, it 13 too apt to deprefs
tc mind entirely, to fink it to the weakeft
laperttition, and to produce a total retire-
meat and abftraétion from the world, and
2!l the duties of life, Gregory.

} 82, The Differexce betnueen true and falfe
Polrtencfs.

Jtis evident enoagh, that the moral and
britlian duty, of preferring one another
,zh‘?“"“'n pedts only focial peice and
A and terminates in the good and
-f\h_tauon of our Chriftian brother. lts
e 15, to foften the minds of men, and 10
'3 them from that favage rufticity,
*hch engenders many vices, and difcredits
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the virtues themfelves, But when men
had experienced the benefit of this com.-
plying temper, and further faw the cnds,
not of charity only, but of felf-intereft,
that might be anfwered by it; they con-
fidered no longer its juft purpof: and ap-
plication, but ftretched it to that officious
fedulity, and extreme fervility of adulation,
which we too often oblerve and lament in
polithed life,

Hence, that infinite attention and con.
fideration, which is {o rigidly exalled, and
fo duly paid, in the commerce of the
world: hence, that proflitution of mind,
which leaves a man no will, no fentiment,
no principle, no charaéter ; all which dif-
apperr under the uniforia exhibition of
grood manners: henee, thofe infidions ares,
thofe fludied difguifes, thofe obfequions
flatterizs, nay, thote multiplied and nicely-
varied forms of infinuation and addrefs,
the direct aim of which may be 10 acquire
the fame of politenels and good breeding,
but the certain effe®, to corrupt every
virtue, to foothe every vanity, and to in-
flame every vice of the human heart,

Thefe f?;tal mifchiefs introduce them-
felves under the pretence and femblance
of that humanity, which the fcriptures en-
ceurage and enjoin: but the genuine virtue
is eafily diflinguithed from the counterfeit,
and by the fol%owing plain figns,

True politenefs 15 modelt, unpretend-
ing,and generous. It appears as litile as
may be: and when it does a courtefy,
world willingly conceal it. - It choofes
filently to forego its own claims, not offi-
cioufly to withdraw them. It engages a
man to prefer his neighbour to himfelf,
becaufe ge really elteems him; becaufe he
is tender of his reputafion; becaufe he
thinks it more manly, more Chriftian, to
defcend a little himfelf than to degrade
another. It refpeds, in a word, the credit
and eftimation of his ncighbour.

The mimic of this amiable virtue, falfe
politenefs, is, on the other hand, ambitious,
fervile, timorous, It affe@s popularity : is
folicitous to pleafe, and to be taken notice
of. The man of this charaler dces not
offer but obtrude his civilities; becaulu
he would merit by this affiduity; becaufe,
in~defpair of winning regard by any
worthier qualities, he would be fure t0
maké the mott of this; and laftly, becaule
of all things, he would dread, by the
omiffion of any punctilious obfervance, to
giveoffence. In a word, this fort of polite-
nefs refpedls, for its immediate objeét, the

F favour
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favour and confideration of our neigh-
bour.

2. Again; the man who governs him-
felf by the fpirit of the Apoitle’s precept,
exprefles his preference of another in fuch
a way asis worthy of himufclf: in all inno-
cent compliances, in all honeft civilities, in
all decent and manly condefeeniions.

On the contrary, the man of the world,
who refts in the Jeyzer of this command, 1s
regardiefs of the means by which he con-
dudts himfelf.  He relpeéts neither his own
dignity, nor that of human mature. T'ruth,
reafon, virtue, all aie equally betrayed by
this fupple impoftor. Ife aflents to the
criony, though the moft peinicious ; he ap-
plauds the follics, though the mofl ridi-
culous; he foothes the vices, though the
moft fagrant, of other men. He never
contradicts, though in the fokielt form of
tufinuation; he never difipproves, thouh
by a relpedttul filcnce; he mever cone
demns, though it be only by a guod ex-
ample.  In fhoit, he is fohicious for
nothing, but by fome ftudied devices to
hide from others, and, if pofii' I, to pal-
liate to Limiclf, the grofinefs of his illiberal
adulation.

L.llly; we may be fure, that the ulrs-
mate ends for which thefe different objels
are purfued, and by fo different mrans,
mult alfo lie wide of cach others

Accordingly, the tive polite man would,
by all proper tckimonies of refpect, pio-
mote the credit and eltimation of his neigh-
bour; Zecame he fees that, by this genmions
confideration of vach other, the poce of
the world i+, in a good degree, preferval ;
becae he hrows that (hofe mutiaal ateen-
ons provent animofiiies, fofien the fierce-
nels of men's manvers, and diipotc them
10 2l tiie offrees of bonevolence aud ehariy 3
decagi, in aword, tne jnterels of fociety
are beft ferved by this condult; and be-
<y he underilands it to be his duty to
love his mesytbonr,

1 ke fallely polits, on the contrury, are
antious, by ail means whatever, to procure
the favcur and confieration of thefs they
converfe witig decuss they wegord, ulu-
mately, nothing more than their private
iaterclt; decase they perceive, that their
own feifith detigns are beit canied on by
fuch pradtices:in a word, deoaiye they lee
I INEIN

Thus we fee, that genuine virtue Gon-
fults thie honour of othiers by worthy means,
and Jor the noblef puipofes; the counters
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foir folicits their favour by di:ﬂxoncﬂ com-
phanees, and for the bafelt end. '
Hurd,

§ 83. Ou r:.’:ginuh Principles and Beka-

ICUr,

Religion is rather a matter of feqtimen:
than reafoning. The important and inte.
1efling articles of fuith are fufficiently plain,
Fix your attention on thefe, a=i do not
meddle with controverfy,  1f you get int
that, you plunge into a chaos, fiom whih
you will never beabls to extricate your-
felves. It fpoils the temper, and, I fufped,
has no good eflcé on the heart.

Avoid all books, and all converfation,
that tend to thake your faith on thofe gron
point, of rddigion which fhould ferve to
iegulate your condud, and on which vour
hopes of guture and eternal happinefs de-
p-nd.

Never indulge yourfelves in ridicule on
religious fubjects 3 nor give countenance to
it in others, by feeming diverted withwhit
they fay. This, to people of good breed-
ing, will be a fushcient cheek.

1 wifh you to go no farther than the
Scriptures for your religicus opinion-.
Embrace thofe you find clearly reveald.
Never perplex yourfelves about fuch a
you do not undertand, but treat them wity
filent and becoming reverence.

I weuld advife you to read only fuch re-
ligizus books as are addrefled to the heurt,
luch as infpire pious and devout affetion
fuch as are proper to dire&t you in your
conduét; and not fuch as tend to entang!
vou in the endlefs maze of opinions and
tyttems., .

Be pun&ual in the ftated performarce
of your private devotions, morning ard
evening,  If you have any fenfibility e
imagination, this will eftablifh fuch an in-
tercourfe between you and the Supreme
Bding, as will be of infinite confequence
yew irhf2, Tewill communicate an habi-
wal chearfuinefs to your tempers, give 2
tirmnefs and fteadine:s to your virtue, and
enable you to go through all the viciffitudes
of human fife with prepriety and dignity.

T with you to be regular in your atten-
dance on public worthip, and in receising
the communion, Allow nothing to inter-
rupt your public or private devotions, €x*
cept the performance of fome aftive duty
in life, to wiich they fhould always givé
tlace.—~In yolr behaviour at public \53"

K]
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fhip, obferve an exemplary attention and
guavity. ‘

T'hat extreme ftrictnefs which I recom-
mend to you in thef@ duties, will be con-
tidered by many of your acquaintance as a
fuperflitious attachment to forms ; but in
the advices [ give you on this and other
fubjelts, I have an eye to the fpirit and
manners of the age. There is a levity
and Jiffipation in the prefent manners, a
caidnels and liftleflnefs in whatever relates
tocligion, which cannot fail to infe&t you,
unlels you puipofely culuvate in your
munds a contrary bias, and make the devo-
tonal one habitual,

Giegory's A fvice,

§ 8. Ou the Beauties of the Dfalme.

Greatnefs confers no excrption fiom
the cores and forraws of Livgits fhure
of them frequently bears a melancholy
propostion to its exaltation.  This the
Hraelivhmonuchexperienced. He fought
" opicty, that peace which he could not
Wt empizg, and alleviated e dif-
qetudes of late, with the exevafis of de-
volem, s invaluable Plalins convey thnte
miorts 1o cters, which they abbided w
I‘m:!c“‘. Cotapofed upon particular oc-
s, yet defigned fur general uf:; de-
lvered out as fervices for Ifraclites under
te Law, yet no lefs adapted to the
areumftances of  Cluiftians under the
Golpel; they prefent religion to us in the
most engaging  diefs ; communicating
tuths which philofophy could never in-
veligate,in a {tyle which poetry can nxver
“quil; while hiftory is made the vehicle
of prophecy, and creation lends all its
clams to paint the glorics of redemption.
Clealated” alike to profit and to pleafe,
Uiy }uform the undcrﬂanding. elevate the
Aifcctions, and entertain the imagination,
Iodiied under. the influence of Him, to
“hom all hearts are known, and all events
oreknown, they fuit mankind in 2l fitu-
zions, grateful ay the mansa which de-
Ycended from above, and conformed itfelf.
“; every palate, The' faireft produQicns
Ohuman wit, after a few perufals, like
firhered flowers, wither in our hands, and
“e their fragrancy: but thefe unfading
F»m.!::s of paradife become, as we are ac-
;“ omed “to them, ftill mors and more
ceaiiful; their bloom appears to be, daily
r::\'ii"‘ft‘flcd; freth odours are emitted, and
\\i\; h:t}"m extafted from :hem'. He
wil g rt once tafled ¢hrir excel'encies,
cire to tatle them yet again. and he
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who taftes them ofteneft, will relih them
beft.—And now, could the author futter
himfelf that any one would take half the
pleature inreading his work wlich he hath
taken in writing 15, he would not fear the
lofs of his labour.  The employment de-
tached him from the buftle and hurry of
life, the din of politics, and the noife of
folly 5 vanity and veaation flew away for a
fealon, care and difquictude came not near
his dweiling.  Hearofe, frelli as the morn-
iny, to his tatk; the filercs of the night
invited him to putfue it; and he can truly
fay, that food and reft were nut preferred
beforeit. Every Pfalmimproved infinitely .
upon his acquaintance with it, and no one
gave him unealinefs but the laft; for then
he grieved that bis work was done.  Hap-
picr hours than thole which have been
fpent in thefe meditations o the {ongs of
Sion, he never expell, to foe in this world,
Very pleafatly did they pafs, and moved
fmoothly and fwiftly along; for when
this engaged, he counted no time.  They
are gone, but have lcft a relith and a fra-
grance upon the mird, and the remem-
brance of them is fweet, Herne,

§ 85. /e Temmple of wirtwous Love,

The ftru€ore on the right hand was (as
Tafteiwards found) confeciated to virtuous
Love, and cculd not be cotercl, bit by
fuch as received a ring, or fome other token,
from a perfon who was placed as a guard
at the gate of it. e wore a garland of
rofes and myrties on his head, and on his
fhou'ders a robe like an imperial mantle
white and unfpotted all aver, excepting
only, that where it was cla(ped at his breaft,
there were two golden tprtle doves that
buttoned it by their bills, which were
wrought in rubies: he was called by the
name of Hymen, and was feated near the
entrance  of the temple, in a delicicus
bower, made up of {everd trees that were
embraced by voodbines, jeffamines, and
amaranths, which wereszs fo many em-
blems of marriage, and ornaments to the
tranks that fupperted them, As 1 was
fingle and unaccompanied, [ was not per-
mitted to cnter the temple, and for that
reafon am a flranger to all the myferics
that were performed iu it I had, how-
ever, the curicfity 10 cbferve, how the
fevesal couples that entered were difpofed
of; which was after the following marn r;
there were two great gates on the back-
fide of the cdifice, at which the whole
crowd was let out, At one of thiefe gates
Fa were
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were two women, extremely beautiful,
though in a different kind ; the one hav-
ing a very carcful and compofed air, the
other a fort of fmile and ineftable fweetnefs
1n her countenance: the name of the firlk
was Difcretion, and of the other Com-
placency. Al who came out of this gate,
and put themfclves under the direftion of
thefe two fitters, were immediately con-
duéted by them into gardens, groves, and
meadows, which abounded in dclightx, and
were furnifhed with every thing that
could make them the proper feats of hap-
rinefs. The fecond gate of this temple
et out all the couples that were unhapply
married; who came out linked together
by chains, which each of them ftrove to
break, but could not. Scveral of thefe
were fuch as had never been acquainted
with each other before they met in the
great walk, or had been too well acquainted
in the thicket. The entrance to this gate
was poflefled by three filters, who joned
themfclves with thefe wretches, and occa-
fioned mott of their miferies, ‘he youngeft
of the fifters was known by the namc of
Levity; who, with the innocence of a
virgin, had the diefs and behaviour of a
harlot : the name of the fecond was Con-
tention, who bore on her right arm a
muff made of the fkin of a porcupine, and
on her Ieft carried a little lap.dog, that
barkcd and frapped at every one that
pafled by her. 'T'he cldeft of the fifters,
who fecmed to have an haughty and im-
perious air, was always accompanicd with
a tawny Cupid, who gencrally marched
before her with a little mace on his thoul-
der, the end of which was fafhioned into
the horns of a flag: her garments were
vellow, and her complexion pale: her eyes
were Eiercing. but had odd cafts in them,
and that particular diftemper which makes
peifons who are troubjed with it fee ob-
Je&ts double.  Upon enquiry, I was in-
tormed that her na.ne was Jealoufy.
Tutler,

§ 86. The Temple of Luji.

1laving finithed my obfervations upon
this temple, and its votaries, I repaired to
that which flood on the left hand, and was
called the Temple of Luft. The front of
it was raifed on Caorinthian pillars, with all
the meretricious ornaments that accom-
pany that order ; whereas that of the other
was campofed of the chatte and matron-
like Jonic. ‘The fides ¢f it were adorned
with' feveral grtefque figures of goats,
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fparrows, heathen gods, fatyre, and mos.

ers, made up of half men, half beaft,
The gates were unguarded, and open toall
that iad a mind to enter. Upon m
going in, [ found the windows were blim{
cd, and let in only a kind of twilight, that
ferved to difcover a prodigious number of
dark corners and apartments, into which
the whole temple was divided. 1 was here
flunned with a mixed noife of clamour and
jollity: on one fide of me I heard finging
and dancirg; on the other, brawls and
claling of fwords: in fhort, I was fo
litde pleafed with the place, that I was
going out of it; but found | could not re-
turn by the gare where I entered, which
was barred againgt all that were come in,
with bolts of iron and locks of adamant:
there was no going back from this temple
through the paths of pleafure which led w0
it: all who pafled through the ceremonics
of the place, went out at an iron wicket,
which was kept by a dreadful giant called
Remorle, that held a feourge of feorpions
in his hand, and drove them into the only
outlet from that temple. 'T'his was a pal-
fage fo rugged, fo uneven, and choaked
with fo many thorns and briars, that it
was a melancholy fpe@acle to behold the
painsand Jdifkculties which both fexes {uf-
fered who walked through it: the men,
thougiin the piime of their youth, ap-
peared weak and infeebled with old age:
the women wrung their hands, and tore
their hair, and feveral loft their Jimbs,
before they could eatricate themfelves out
of the perplexities of the path in which
they wese engaged—The remaining part
of this vifion, and the ajventures | met
with in the two great roads of Ambition
and Avarice, mutt be the fubje of ano-
ther paper. 1bid.

§ 87. Tbe Temple of Virtue.

With much labour and difficulty I
pafied through the firlt part of my vifion
and recovered the centre of the w
from whence 1 had the profpet of th
three great roads. 1 here joined myfef.
t the middle.aged party of mankind
who marched behind tg: flandard of Am-
bition. Thegreat roadlay in a diret linc,
and was terminated by the -Temple ©
Virtue. 1t was planted on each fide wit
laurels, which were intermixed with mar
ble trophies, carved pillars, and ftatues o
lawgivers, heroes, Ratefmen, philofophert
and poets. The perfons who travelled ¥
this great path, were fuch whofe tho“ﬂ::
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were bent upon doing eminent fervices to
mankind, or promoting the good of their
country.  On each fide of this great road,
were feveral paths that were alfo laid out
in friight lines, and ran parallel with it:
th:fe were moft of them covered walks, and
received into them men of retired virtue,
who propofed to themfelves the fame end
of their journey, though they chofe to
ke it in hale and obfeuricy,  The edi-
tices, at tae extremity of the walk, were fo
cnatrived, that we could not {ee the temple
«f Henour, by reafon of the temple of
Virtwe, which ftood before ic: at the gates
ot tuis tauple, we were met by the god-
Ao erat, who conduéted us into that of
Liosow, which was joined to the other
udifice by a beautiful triumphal arch, and
bad o other entrance into i, When the
dany of the duner ftructure had reccived
u, the piefented usina body, to a fgure
thitwas placed over the high altar, and
v - the emblem of btetnity.  She fat ona
Ihe, i the midit of a golden zodiac,
lding e figuie of afun in one hand,
ad amoonin the other: her head was
vr'ed, ond Ler feet covereds Our hearts
Ceved Wilin us as we ood amidit the
e of heht which this image calt on
G, e ef Tatler,

8 5K The Tenple of Venity,

Havieg feen all that happened to the
Ied of ad cenwurers, 1 repaired to another
File ot bui)dings that flood within siew of
the temple of Honcur, and was raifed in
! tiua of it, upon tie very fame wodel ;
bug, at my approach to it, I found that
the Rones were Jaid together without mor-
tan und that the whole f.bric flood upon
Io weak 2 foundation, that it fhook with
fiery wind that blew. This was called
tie Temple of Vanity. The goddefs of
It {4z in the midit of a greatnany tapers,
that buined day and night, and made her
\PPear much better than fhe would have
*n¢ in open day-light, Her whole art
*38 to fhew herfelf more beautiful and
"jettic than e really was, For which
calon the had painted her face, and wore
! clufter of falfe jewels upon her breaft:
Ewhat I more particular y obferved, was
he breadth of her petticoat, which was
n4de altogether in the fafhion of a modern
¥dingal. " This place was flled with
Ponites, pedants, free-thinkers, and
"ung politicians, with a rabble of thofe
179 have only titles to make them great
T2 Female votaries crowded the tem-
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Ple, choaked up the avenues of it, and
were more in number than the fand upon
the fea-fhore. I made it my bufines, in
my return tow ards that part of the wood
from whence I firfl fct out, to obferve the
walks which led to this temple; for I met
in it feveral who had begun their journey
with the band of virtuous, perfons, and
travelled fome time in their company:
but, upon examination, T found that there
were ffwml paths, which led out of the
great road into the fides of the wood, and
1au into {0 many crooked turns and wind-
ings, that thofe who travelled through
them, often turned their backs upon the
temple of Virtue, then crofled the ftraight
road, and fometimes marched in it for a
litle fpace, till the crooked path which
they weie engaged in again led them into
the wood. ‘The feveral alleys of thefs
wanderers, had their particular ornaments:
one of them I could not but take notice
of, in the walk of the mifchievous pre.
tenders to politics, which had at every
turn the figure of a perfon, whom, by the
infeription, T found to be  Machiave),
rointing out the way, with an extended
finger, hke a Mercury, dbid.
< § 89. The Temple of Avarice.

T was now returned in the fame manner
s before, with a defign to obferve care-
fully every thiné.’, that paffed in the region
of Avarice, and the occurrences in that
aflembly, which was made up of perfons
of my own age. 'This body of travellers
had not gone far in the thid great road,
before it led them infenfibly inte a decp
valley, in which they journied feveral days,
with great toil and uncafinefs, and without
the ncceflary refrethments of food and
fleep.  The only relief they met with, was
in a river that ran through the bottom of
the valley on a bed of golden fand: they
often drank of this ftream, which had
fuch a particular quality in it, that though
it refrethed them for a time, it rather ine
flamed than quenched their thirt. On
each fide of the river was a range of hills
full of precious ore; for where the rains
had walhed off the earth, one might fec in
feveral parts of them long veins of gold,
and rocks that looked like pure filver.
We were told ¢hat the deity of the place had
forbad any of his votaries ta dig into the
bowels of théfe hills, or convert the trca-
fyres they contained to any ufe, under
pain of flarving. At the end of the valley.
ftood the Temple of Avarice, made d:;;
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thz manner of a fortification, and fur-
rounded with a thoufand triple-headed
dogs, that were placed there to keep off
beggars. At our approach they all fell a
baiking, and would have much tenified
us, had not an old woman, who had called
herfeif by the firged name of Compe-
tency, offered herfelf for our guide.  Sle
carried under her garment a golden bow,
-which fhe no fooner held up in her hand,
but the degs lay down, and the gates flew
open fur our reception. We were led
threugh an hundred iron doors before we
cutered the temple. At the upper end of
it, fat the god of Avarice, with a long
filthy beard, and a meagre Rarved couns
t nmance, inclofid with heaps of ingroty and
pyramids of moncy, but half naked and
fhivering with celd: on his right hand
was a fiend called Rapine, and on his Ieft
a patticular favowite, to whom he had

iven the title of Parfimony; the firft was
ﬁis colle@or, and the other his calbier.
There were fiveral long tables placed on
cach fide of tie temple, with refpecive
ofiicers attending belind them: fome of
theie T enquited into: at the firll wble
was kept the otlice of Corruption, _ Sce.
iny atolwitor extremidy bufy, and whife
pe.ing every body that pafied by, I kept
my cye vpon him very attentively, and
taw him often going up to a porfon that
had @ pen in s land, with & multipli-
<aiion-table and un 2lmanack betore him,
which, as | afterwards heard, was all the
learnicg he was matter of, ‘'The folicizor
weuld often apply himfelf to his ear, and
at the fame time convey moaey into his
hand, for which the uther weuld give him
out & picce of paper, or parchment,
fizned and fealed in form.  ‘T'he nune of
thes duxterous and fuccefsful folicitor was
Bnbery —At the rest table was the
oifiee of Extorticn: behind it fat a perfon
ia a bob-wig, comting over a great fum
of mc-cy: he gavs out little purfes to
feveral, who, atier a thort tour, brought
Lim, in roturn, facks full of the fame Lind
efcoin. Ifw, at the (ame time, a perfon
all d Fraud, who fat bohind the couater,
with £iiis fales, hght wights, and feanty
mevines; by the &iltl apolication of
whirn inllrament., e had got together
an immente hean of wealth s i would be
emllets to name the fivaial officers, or
defenbe the votaes that attended in this
templs: Tere ware many uld men, pant.
ing wmbbieathlels, repoiing their heads on
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bagrs of money; nay many of them a,
tually dying, whofe very pangs and con.
valfions (which rendered their purfes ufe.
lefs to them) onlv made them grafp them
the fatter. ‘There were fome tearing with
one haud all things, even to the garment
and fleth of many mifferable perfons who
flood before them; and with the other
hiand throwing away what they had feized,
to harlots, flatterers, and panders, that
flood behind them, On a fudden the
whole aflembly fell a tembling; and,
upon enquiry, I found that the great room
we were in was haunted with a fpeée,
thit many times a day appeared to them,
ard teriihed them to difliadion.  In the
muilt of their terror and amazement, the
apparition entered, which 1 immediately
Kuew to be Poverty,  Whether it were by
my acquaintance with this phantom, which
had rendercd the fight of her more fami-
liar to me, or however it was, fhe did no:
make o indizent or fricheful a figure m
my cve, as the god ot this loothiome ten-
ple. The mifereble votaries of this place
weie, [ found, of another mind = every one
fancied himiclf threatened by the appa-
rition as fhe ftalked about the room, and
began to lock their coffe's, and tie ther
baps, with the utmoft fear and trembling.
I muit contefs, I look upon the paflion
which 1 faw in this unhappy people, to be
of the fame nature with thofe unaccouni-
able antipathies which fome perfons ar
boin with, or rather as a kind of phrenz,,
not unlike that which throws a man ints
terrors and agonies at the fight of fo ufeful
and innocent a thing aswater. ‘The whole
affembly was furprized, when, inftead of
paying my devotions to the deity whom
they all adored, they fuv me addrefls myfe't
to the phantom. « Oh! Poverty! (faidl)
my firlt petition to thee is, that tho
wouldelt never appear to me hereafter;
but, if thou wilt not grant me this, that
thou wouldett not bear a form more terri-
ble than that in which thou appeareft ©
me at prefent. Let not thy threats of
menaces betray me to any thing that
ungratcful or unjuft, Letme not thut my
cars to the crics of the needy, Let menct
forget the perfon that has deferved well of
me. Let me not, from any fear of Thetr s
defert my friend, my principles, or ¥~
honour. If Wealth ‘is to vifit me, and,
come with her ufual attendants, Vanity and ;
Avarice, do thou, O Poverty ! haffen 0
my refcue; but bring along with 'Il:;“v'
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ty two fifters, in whole company thou art
alwavs chearful, Liberty and Innocence.”
Tatler.

ygo. The Virtue of Gontlucfs not 10 be
onfunded avith arcifiadd and infincore
Pitengfis

G ntlenefs corre@s whatever is offenfive
1 our manners; and, by a conttant train
of humeas atientions, fludies to alleviate
the burden of common mifery,  Its office,
titetore, 15 extenfive. It s not, like
fre othot virtaes, called toith only on
cwliu e nergencizs: but itis continnally
it n, \'r']lCl‘l we are C[\gﬂg"d i[] i‘\((‘l‘-
o Ui men, Troazat to {orm our
it w regalaze onr fpcech, and to dif-
et Hover our whols beavicur,
Pt wam you, hawover, not to con-
G d s gente wiidom which is fiom
SSiee, wita that art fical comtefy, that
el fmoothnefs of manaces, which s
! L the fchool of th: woll,

T Se
conpldiments, the mod fnveloa, sl
Coniemay polieh, Too elten they age
Gidloyed by the ortdul, ava e ton
coaatcfled by the rd and wafcling,
2evento the bafenof, of Co v minds,
oy at the fam time, avold oh-
fosine the homage which, even in fuch
vitces, the world s conflrained to pay
brovaten Tnorder o render fociety
tieeabls, 1 ds fourd neceffary to aflfame
Dreadar that may at leait carsy its ap-
Prvance: Virtue is the univerfal charm;
t“ “ts thadow s courted, when the fub-
Prn gy wanting;  the imitution of its
Lt s been reduced fato an wit; and,
e commerce of lif, the it ftudy of
20 wou'd either gaia the efleem, or
vy t'n: hearts of others, is to learn the
Foehand o adopt the mauners of can-
Can, oentlenefs, and humanity 5 but that
Lozl which is the charadteriflic of a
Lod man, has, hice every other virtue,
" feat the heart: and, let me add, no-
tor exzept what flows from it, can render
€ren cvternal manaes truly pleafing s for
P:r lumed hehaviour can at ail times hide
I-.‘:'.rc‘nl chara@®er, In that unaffe@ed
€ty which fprings from a gentle mind,
o T¢. 15 @ charm infiniccly more powerfal’
e ,'\_'j‘ all the ftudied manners of the pwﬂ
0.hed courtier, Blair.

$ 91 Oppertunities for great Aits of Be-

- . ‘ .
Eficence rare, for Gentienef continual,

Bat, perhaps,is will be pleaded by fome,

A
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That this gentlenefs on which ;¢ now
infit, regards only thofe finaller oflices of
life, which, in theie eyes, ate not cllential
toreligion and goodnels,  Negligent, they
confeds, on flight occafions, of the govern-
ment of their temper, or the regul.tion of
their behaviour, they are attentive, as they
pretend, to the great dutics of beneheence;
and ready, whenever the oppoitunity pie-
fents, to perform important fervices to
theiv fellow-creatures.  But let fuch per-
fons refledt, that the oceafions of perfoim-
ing thole importaut good deeds very rarely
occnr. Perhaps their fituation in life, or
the nature of their connetions, may, in a
meat meafure, exddule them from fuch
opportunities.  Greal events give deope
for great virtues; bat the min wnor of
human life s compoled of finall o:cur-
rerces.  Within the round of thele, lic the
materids of the happinefs of moit men;
the fubj.éts of their tf'd[)’, and the uinls of
their viitue.  Virtue mufl be formed and
fupported, not by unfrequent a&s, but by
daily and repeated exertions.  Inonlerio
its brcoming cither vigorows er ufeful, it
mufl be habitoally achive; not bieiking
forth occafionily with a tranfi ot lullre,
Ik the blze of the comet; but i:gulun
in its returns, like the light of the duy; vot
like th: arcmauie gale, which fometimes
feafls the fenie; but, like the crdivary
brecze, which puriiics the air, and renders

it healintul, i
Yeus may pafs over our heals, without
affording any opportunity for alts of high
beneicunce, o extenfive utihty. Whercas,
not a J1y pafles. but in the common tran{-
attions of life, and efpecially in the inter-
comie of domed ¢ fuciety. genticnels finds
place for promoding the happinels of
others, and for frenatiening ia ouriclves,
the habit of virtue. Nav, by teaforable dif-
cover’es of a humane fpirit, we fometimes
cantribute more materially to the advance-
ment of happincts, than by altions which
are more fremingly important. T'nere are
fituations, no< a few, in human lite, where
theencouraging reczption, the condefcend-
ing Lehaviour, a#'] the look, of {ympathy,
bring gregter relief to the heart, thin the
moft bountiful gife: While, on the other
fide, when the hand of liberality is extended
to beitow, the want of gentlenefs is fuffi-
cient to fruftrate the intention of the ‘be-
nefiv; we four thofe whom we meant
oblige; and, by conferring favoars with
oftentation and harfhnefs, we convert them
into injarics, Can any difpoiition, then,
4 bs
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be held to poflefs a low place in the fcale
of virtue, whofe inflaence is fo confider-
able on the happinefs of the world.
Gentlenefs 1s, in truth, the great avenue
to mutual enjoyment. Amidit the frife
of interfering interefls, it tempers the vio-
lence of contention, and keeps alive the
feeds of harmony. It foftens animolitics,
rencws endearments, and renders the coun-
tenance of a man, a refrefhment to a man,
Banith gentlenefs from the earth; fuppofe
the world to he filled with none but %arlh
and contentious fpirits, and what fort of
focicty would remain ? the {olitude of the
defart were preferable to it, ‘The con-
& of jarring elements in chaos; the
cave, where fubterrancous winds contend
and roarj the den, where ferpents hifs,
and bealls of the foreft howl; would be
the only proper reprefentations of fuch
atlemblies of men.—3Strange! that where
men have all one common interett, they
fiould {0 often abfurdly concur in dcfeat-
ingit! Il not nature already provided
a fufiicient quantity of unavoudable evils
tor the flate of man?  Asif ve did not
fuffer ecnough rom the ftorm which beats
upen u. without, mult we confpuz allo, 1n
tholt focieties where we wflemble, in or ler
to find a retreat from that flormy, to Lu-
1afs one anothes ? Liar,

§ gz Gentlengfs recommende d on Comlder -
tiens of eur cwn Interel.

But if the fenfe of duty, and of common
happinets, be infuflicient to recommnend the
virue of gentlenefs, then let me dotiie you
to conltder your own interet, Whatever
ends a good man can be fuppoied to pur-
fue, gentlenefs will be found to favour
them;; tprepoffeffes,and wins every heart;
it perfuades, when every other argument
fuils; often difarms the fierce, and melts
the ltubborn, Whereas, barfhnefs confirms
the oppofition it would fubduc; and, of an
indifierenc perfon, creates an cpemy,’ He
who could overlook an injury committed
in the collifion of intereits, will long and
feverely refeat the flights of a contomp.
tuous behaviour.  To tFe man of gentle-
nefs, the world is generally dilpoted to
aferibe every other good quality. The
higher endowments of the mind we admire
at a diftance, and when any impropriety of
behaviour accompanics them, we admite
without love: they are like fome of the
diftant ftars, whofe beneficial influence
rcaches mot to us, Whereas, of the in-
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fluence of gentlenefs, all in fome degree
partake, and therefore all love it, The
man of this chara&er rifes in the world
without ftruggle, and flourithes without
envy. His misfortunes are univerfally
lamented; and his failings are eafily for-
given, :

But whatever may be the effe& of this
virtue on our external condition, its in.
fluence on our internal enjoyment is ccr.
tain and powerful. ‘I'hat inward tran-
quillity which it promotes, is the firt
requifite to every pleafurable feeling. It
is the calm and clear atmofpherc, the
ferenity and {unthine of the mind,  When
benignity and gentlenefs reign within, we
are always lealf in hazard of being ruffed
fiom without; cvery perfon, and every
occurrence, are beheld in the moft favour-
ablelizht,  But let fome cionds of dliguit
and ill-humour gather on the uiad, and
immediarcly the ftone channest Nt
feems vanfoaned; sl the appodiaee o
all thi s sy blackenad o ourview,  The
pentle mind 15 hike the tmooth fhewn,
which reflests every ebject in it jutl pie-
portion, and i fabictt celoms, e
vielustfping, 1w toubled waters, rende
back the nages of things dutorted und
broken; and cemmunicates to them ol
that dil 4 motion which arfes folely
fioin 1 own agitation. YA

§ 93 Tl dla of gewtle Alarrers ic fu-

porr to fiiscliee Offences and flight
Prevoacations.

As foon may the waves of the fea ceale
to roll, as provocations to arifc from hu-
man corruption and frailty.  Attacked by
great injuties, the man of mild and gentle
{pirit will feel what human nature fecls:
and will defend and refent, as his duty
allows him. But to thofe flight provo-
cations, and frivolous oftences, which are
the moit frequent caufes of difquiet, he it
happily fuperior.  Hence his days flow in
a far more placid tenor than thofe of
others; exempted from the numberlcls
difcompofures which agitate vulgar minds.
Infpired with higher fentiments; taught
to regard, with indulgent eye, the frailties
of men, the omiflions of the carelefs, th
follies of the imprudent, and the levity of
the fickle, he retreats into the calmnefs 0
his fpirit, asinto an undifturhed fanétuary:
and quietly allows the ufual current of life
t0 hold its courfe. bid.

§9¢
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s g4 Pride fills the World svith Hafbonefs
and Severity.

Let me advife you to view your cha-
yafter with an impartial eye ; and to learn,
trom your own failings, to give that in-
dulgence which in your turn you claim.
It 1 pride which flls the world with fo
much harfhnefs and feverity. In the ful-
rels of felf-eftimation, we forget what we
are, we claim attentions to which we are
net entitled.  We are rigorous to offences,
s if we had never offended ; unfeeling to
difteefs, as if we knew not what it was to
fuffer. From thofe airy regions of pride
and fully, let us defeend to our proper
Jevel.  Let us furvey the natural equality
oa which Providence has placed man with
mar, aad refle@ on the infirmities com-
ton to all. I the refle@tion on natural
equilty wad ntual offences be infutlicient
1o prompt humanity, let us atleaft confider
what we are in the fight of God. Have
we none of that forbearance to give one
anothr, wiich we wll fo carneftly entreat
fiom Heaven? Can we look for clemency

o centlenels from our Judge, when we
are fo backward 10 fhew it to our own
bictnen? DBian.

Y 95 Fidence and Contention often canfed
{3 T 11fles and imagunary Mijbiess,

Accullom yourfelves, alfo, to r«fle&t on
the fmall moment of thof: things which
aie the ufual incentives to violence and
coutention,  In the rutled and angry hour,
% view every appearance through a falfe
mediom,  The moft inconfiderable point
of intereft, or honour, fivells into a momen-
tous object ; and the flighteft attack feems
to threaten immediate ruin, But after
paflion or pride has fubfided, we look
round in vain for the mighty mifchiefs we
dreaded: the fabric, which our difturbed
Imagination had reared, totally difappears.
But though the caufe of contention has
dwindled away, its confequences remain.
We have alienated a friend; we have em-
hittered an enenty; we have fown the
fC_eds of fature fufpicion, malevolence, or
difguft,—Sufpend your violence, I befeech
¥ou, for a moment, when caufes of difcord
oceur,  Anticipate that period of coolnefs,
which, of itfef;. will foon arrive. Allow
your®lyes to think, how little you have any
Erol' & of gaining by fierce contention ;
Ut how much of the trne happinefs of life
Youarecertain of throwing away. Eafily,
#d from the fmallct chink, she bigter
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waters of flrife are let forthy but their
courfe cannot be forefeen; and he feldom
fails of fuffering moft from the poifonous
&ffe&, who firft allowed them to ﬂow.b
1bid,

§ g0, Guntlenefs bift });Mlolﬂ{ by religious

Viewvs.

But gentlenefs will, moft of all, be pro-
moted by frequent views of thofe Frcat
objeéts which our holy rcligion prefents.
Let the profpeéts of im:=atality fill your
minds, Look upon this world as a ftate of
paffage. Confider iourfe]ycs as engaged
in the purfuit of higher interefts; as a@ing
now, under the eyc of God, an introduc-
tory part to a more important fcene. Ele-
vated by fuch fentiments, your minds will
become calm and fedate.  You will look
down, as from a fuperior ftation, on the
petty ditturbances of the world.  They are
the telfith, the fenfual, ana the vain, whe
aie_molt fubjet to the impotence of
paffion, ‘They are linked o clofely to the
would; by fo nmany fides they touch every
object, and every perfon around them, that
they are perpetually hurt, and perpetually
hurting others.  But the {pirit of true re-
ligion removes us to a proper diftance from
the grating objeéts of wosldly contentions.
It leaves us futficiently conne@ed with the
would, for alting our part in it with pro-
priety ; but duengages us from it fo far,
as to weaken its power of difturbing our
tranquillity. It infpires magnanimity; and
magnanimity always breathes gentlenefs,
It leads us to view the follies of men with
pity, not with rancour; and to treat, with
the milduefs of a fuperior nature, what in

little minds would call forth all the bitter-

nefs of paffion, Lbid.

$97. Gentlenefi to be affumed, as the Or-
nament of every Age and Station but to
be diftinguifped from polifped or affeficd

Manners.

Aided by fuch confiderations, let us cul-
tivate, that gentle wifdom which is, in fo
many rel’pcgs, im‘Pomm both to our duty
and our happinefs. Let us affume it as
the ornament of every age, and of every
flation. Let it temper the petalance ot
youth, and fofien the morofenefs of old

e. Let it mitigate authority in thofe
:%w rule, and promote deference among

thofe who obey. I conclude with repcat-

ing the caution, not to miftake for true
gentlenefs, that flimfy imitation of it, call-
ed polithed manncers, which often, amo&g

3
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the menof theworld,underafmoothappear- to be the moft genuine and true.=Ing
ance, conceals mreh afperity.  Let yours ftate, therefore, where there is neither fo
be native gentlenefs of hearr, flowing from  much to be coveted on the one hand, nor
the love of God, and the love of man. to be drcaded on the other, as atfirft ap-
Unite this amixble fpirit, with a proper pears, how fubmiflive ought we te be 1o
zcal for all thatis right, and jutt, and true. the difpofal of Providence! How tem.
Let piety be combined in your charater perate in our defires and purfuits! How
with humanity.  Let determined integrity  much more attentive to prelerve our vir.
dwellin a mildand gentle breaft, Acha- tue, and to improve our minds, than to
racter thus fupportcj’, will command more  gain the doubtful and equivocal advantages

veal refpect than can be procured by the of worldly profperity ! Jid.
ft fhining accomplifliments, when fepa-
ot g O WL K08 o i s iy i o

. Pajjions of Men in bis prejent fallen aid
§ 98.  The Stings of Poverty, Difeje, and  diturbed Cendition,
Viclence, lefs prugent than thye of guilty From this train of obfcrvation, cin o :
Laffions. avoid reflecting upon the diforder in which
Affemble all the evils which poverty, human rarure plinly appears at prefere
difea’s, or violence can infli&, and their to he? We behold, in Haman, the pic-
ftings will be found, by far, lefs pungent ture of that mifery, which arifes fiem evil
than thofe which guilty pafions dart into  paflions; of that unhappinefs, which s in-
the heart.  Amidft the erdinaty calamities cident to the higheit profperity ; of that
of the world, the mind can exert its powers,  difcontent, which is common to every flate,
and foggett rehicf: and the mind i pro-  Whether we confider him as a bad man,
perly the mang the fufferer, and his fuf- a profporous man, o fimply @5 anan, 1
ferings, con be ditinguithed,  Bur thole  everv light we hehold seafon too wiak fi
diforders of paflion, by feizing dircetly on  paffien.  Uivis is the fource of the rerguin.
the mind, attack human natuze in its  evil; this is the root of the urivauial do-
ttrong hold, and cut oftits laft refource. eafe. "Ube fory of Ilaman only fhews us,
‘They penetrate to the very feat of fen-  whit humin nature has too generally ap-
fation; and convert all the powers of peared to be in every age. Tlence, when
thought into inftruments of torture. we read the hittory of rations, whatdo we
16:4. read bat the hitory of the follies ard
N . . crines of men?  We may dignify thofe
§ 99 The Balance of Happingfs equal. 1ccorded tranfzQions, by )cnllifg t}}\,cm the
An extenfive contemplation of human intrigucs of flatefmen, and the expleits of
aftairs, wall Jead u 1o this conclution, that' conquerors; but they are, in truth, no
among the disferent conditions and ranksy otlier than the efforts of difcontent to
of mew, the balance of happinefs iv pre- cfcape frem its mifery, and the firuggles
ferved in a great meafure equal; and that  of contending paffions among unhappy
tiic bigh and the low, the rich and the “men.  ‘The hiltory of mankind has ever
poor, approach, in point of real enjoyment, been a continued tragedy; the world, @
much nearer to each other, than is com-  great theatie, exhibiting the fame repeated
menly imagined. In the lot of man, {fcene, of the follies of men fhooting forth
mutaal compentitions, both of pleafure into guilt, and of their paffions ferment-
and of pﬂiﬂ, umverfali_\' takc placc. PIQ~ ing, by a quick Procers, into mifay,
vidence never intended, that any fite here ’ "Ik,
fhould be either completely happy or en- .
tircly miferable. If the feelings of plen- § 100 Our Nature to be reflored by ufing
fure are more numerous, and more lively, the Afiflance of Rewelation.
in the higher departments of life, fuch  But can we believe, that the nature of
alfo ase thofe of pain.  If greatnefs flatters man came forth in this flate from the
our vanity, it multiplics our dangers. If hands of its gracious Creator? Did he
opulence increales our gratifications, it in-  frame this world, and ftore it with inha-
creafes, in the fame proportion, our defires  bitants, folely that it might be replenithed
and demands. It the poor are confined to  with crimes and misfortunes 2—In the
a mote narrow circle, yet within that circle  mora), as well as in the natural world, we
lie moft of 1hofe natural fatisfaétions which, may plainly difcern the figns of fome vio-
after all the refinements of art, are found  lent contufion, which has fhattered theg:;ii

g
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ginalworkmanhip of the Almighty. Amidtt
L. wreck of human nature, traces fhll re-
smainwbichindicate its author. Thofehigh
powers of confcience and reafon, that capa-
city for happine(s,that ardour of enterprize,
that elow of affeltion, which often break
threugh the gloom of human vanity and
ouilt, are like the feattered columns, the
b.o'zen arches, and defuced feulptures of
{, e tallentemple, whofzancient fplendour
anscars amidlt its ruins.  So confpicuous
i human nature are thole charaéers, both
of @ high origin and of a degraded ftate,
"1, by many religious feéts throughout
t.e carth, they have been feen and con-
ried. A tradition feems to have per-
vobdalmoft all mations, that the human
i il either, through fome offence, for-
t i, or throngh fone misfortune, loft,
it flation of pumeaal honour, wheh
1oy once polleflad. Lutwhile, from this
dodtine, 11 und ritoed, and involved in
m oy fabulous tles, the nations wandering
0 Parn dakucfs eould diaw no con-
Pt that wore jults while, totally
poorart of the natwe of the difeale, they
faent in vain tor the roowedys the fume
ane povelaton, wiinch has aformed us in
Vit nner o 1 ayoftacy arofe, from the
shufe of our 1adiunal powers, has inftruct-
alus alfh how we may be rettored w
virtoe and to bappinels.

l.et us, thereivre, {tady to impiove the
20 fance wLich this revelation adleds, for
tie retoration of our nature and the re-
wovery of our feiicity,  With humble and
praieful mind, let us apply to thofe medi-
el fprings “which it hath opened, for
arring the diforders of cur heart and paf-
tions. In this view, let us, with reverence,
Lok up to that Divine Perfonage, who
cicended into this world, on purpofe to be
the light and the life of mea: who came,
1 the fulnefs of yrace and truth, to repair
ta: defolations of many generations, to
v dore order among the works of God,
and to rafe up 1 new earth, and new hea-
Vs, wherein righteoufnefs fhould dwell
tor ever, Under his tuition let us put
arflves; and anfidit the ftorms of paflion
t hich we are liere expofed, and the
‘uppery paths which we are left to tread,
Fever trut prefumptaouily to our own un-
eranding. Thankful that a heavenly
conluétor vouchiafes his aid, let us car-
Nelly priy, that from him may defcend
e light 10 guide our fteps, and divine
Nreaath to ‘ortify our minds. Let us
Pray, that his grace way keep us from all
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intemperate pafliors, and mitaken pur-
fuits of pleafure; that whether it fuall be
his will, to give or to deny usea.<hl prof.
perity, he may blefs us with a «ilm, 1
found, and well- regulated wind ; maypi o
us moderation in fuccefs, and foriip. i»
under difappointment ; and may enabl. w3
fo to take warning from the crimes ar i
miferies of others, as to cfcape the fnarcs
of guilt, 1b.d.

§ 102, The Happingfs of every Man ce-
pends more upon the State of bis own
Mind, than upen any external Circum-
Sance whatever.

Wiule we thus maintain a due depen-
dence on God, let us zllo exert ourtelves
with care, in acting our own part,  From
the whole of what has been llaid, this im-
po-tant mftru¢ion anfes, that the happi-
nets of every man depends more upon the
ftate of his own mind, than upon any one
external circumftance ; nay more than
upon all external things put together,
We have feen, that inoid:uate paflions are
the great difturbers of life; and that un.
lefs we poflefs a pond confeience, and a
well-governed mind, difcontent will blat
cvery enjoyment,and tae higuell profperity
will prove only diguitsl mifery. Fix
then this conclufion 1n your minds, that
the deitrultion of your virtue is the Jeflruc-
tion of your peace.  Keep thy heart with
all diligerce; povern it witn the greateit
care; for ou of 1t are the ifiues of life,
In no ftatioy, in no period, think your-
felves fecire from tue dangers which
{pring f win your paflions, Every age, and
cvery itation, they befet; from youth to
grey hairs, and from the peafant to .the
prance, 1bd,

§ 103, At fir fetting out in Life, beware
of jouncing Appearances.

At your firlt fetting out in life efpe.
cially, when yct unacquainted with the
world and its marcs, when cvery pleafure
enchants with is {mile, and every objeét
fhines with the glofs of novelty; beware
of the feducing appearances which fur-
round you, and recollett what others have
fuffered from the power of headftrong
defire.  If you allow any llrﬂion, even
though it be eftcemed innocert, to acquire
an ablolute afcendant, your iaward peace
will be impaireds .Bat if any which has
the taint of guilt, take carly poficflion of
your mind, you may date from that mo-
ment the ruin of your mnquillity.-b{fhr
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with the feafon of youth does the peril
end. To the impewwofity of youthful de-
fire, fucceed the more fober, but no lefs
dangerous, attachments of advancing
years; when the paflions which are con-
neted with interelt and ambition begin
their reign, and too frequently extend their
malignantinfluence, evenover thofe periods
of life which ought to be motl tranquil,
From the firft to the lalt of nan’s abode
on earth, the difcipline moft never be re-
Joxed, of guarding the heart from the do-
minion of paffion. Eager paffions, and
violent defires, were not made for man.
They exceed his fphere: they find no
adequate objeéts on earth; and of courfe
can be produltive of nothing but mifery.
The certain confequence of indulging
them is, that there fhall come an evil day,
when the anguith of difappointment {12!l
diive us to ucknowledge, that all which
we enjoy availeth us nothing.
Blawr.

§ 104, Enthufisfn Ifs pervicioas 1o the
Mond than Coldugjs and Indifercnce in
Relrgien.

But whatever abfurcities may arife fiom
the fancied wcours of cathufiaim, they are
mudt lefs pernicicus than the conirary
ervtreme of coldneds and mdifference ine-
igien. 'Lhe fpirit of chivalry, though it
led to many vomantic ewterprizes, was ne-
verzielefs favourable to true courage, as it
evoted and noasihed magnaniasty and
cnatempt of dnge=; which, though fome-
tirec weoted du abiird undertakings, were
of e grearedt ule 0n real and proper oc-
cattons, ‘The nodlet encrgies of which
wee e carable, can feareely be called out
wotent fome degree of enthufiafim, in
w Barever caufe weare engaged ; and theie
fentiments which tend to the exaltation of
human natare, though they may often ex-
dite atgenpts beyond the human powers,
will, however, prevent our flopping fhort
of them, and loting, by can:lc‘Ps indgolcncc
and felf-defertion, the greateft part of that
fength with which we really are en-
Gued.

How common is it for thofe who profefs
(wnd perhaps fincerely) to believe with
¢ sire perfunfion the truth of the gotpel, to
deciure that they do not pretend to frame
their lives according to the purity of its
woral precepts! ¢ 1 hope,” fay they,
« Fam guilts of no great crimes; but the
« cadoms of the world in thefe times will
ot adnitof a condudt agrecable cither

x
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« to rcafon or revelation. I know th:
¢ courfe of life I'am in is wrong ; 1 know
« that I am engrofled by the worldethat
« T have no time for refleftion, nor for
¢ the practice of many duties which I ac-
“ knowledge to be fuch, But I know not
¢ how it is—I do not find that I can alter
“ my way of living.”=Thus they coolly
and contentedly give themfelves up to a
conftant courfe of diflipation, and a general
worthleflnefs of charadler, which, 1 fear, is
as littic favourable to their happinefs herz
or hereafter, as the occafional commiflion
of crimes at which they would fart
and tremble.  ‘T'he habitval negic of all
that is moft valuable and impoitant, of
childien, friends, feivants—of n2ighbours
ard dependants—of the poor—ot God—
and of their own minds. they confider as
an excufable levity, and fatisty themliclves
with laying the blame on the mannets of
the times.

It a modern ladv of fifhion was to be
called to account for the dupofition of her
time, I imagine her defence wonld 1un in
this fiyle:—¢ T can’t, you knew, be out
« of the werld, nor adt dificrontly from
every body init. The hoars are evary
whete late—confequently 1 nfe late, [
hate fearce breakfafted hefore moining
« vifits begin, or ’tis time to go to an
« audtion, or a concert, or to take a little
excrcife for my health, Drefling my
hair is a long opeiation, but one can’t
appear with a head unlike every body
elie.  One muft fometimes goto a play,
« or an opera; though 1 own it hurries
onc to death, T'hen what wigh nccef-
fary vifits—the perpctual engagements
“ to card-parties at private houfis—and
awendance on public affemblies, to
which all people of fathion fubfcribe,
the evenings, you fee, are fullly difpof-
ed of, What time then can I pofhibly
have for what you call domeftic duties
—You talk of the offices and enjoy-
ments of friendthip—alas! I have no
hours Icfi for fiicnds ! 1 muft fee them
« in a crowd, or not at all,  As to culti-
vating the friendfhip of my hufband, we
are very civil when we meet; but we are
both too much engaged to fpend much
s time with each other. With regard to
« my daughters, I have given them a
* French governels, and proper mafters
« —I cagdo no more for them. You tell
me, I fhould inftru&t my fervantse—m—
but I have not time to inform mylelf,
« much Jefs can I undertake any xhing‘h of
L at
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« that fort for them, or even be able to
oucfs what they do with themfelves the
grcatcll part of the twenty-four hours.
« 1 go to church, if poffible, once on a
Sunday, and then fome of my fervants
attend me; and if they will not mind
what the preacher fays, how can I help
it #—~The management of our fbrtune,
« as far as T am concerned, I muft leave
to the fteward and houfekeeper; for [
find L can barely fnatch a quarter of an
hour jult to look over the bill of fare
when | am to have company, that they
mav not fend up any thing frightful or
- old-fathioned—As to the Chriftian duty
« of charity, [ affare you I am not ill-
natared 3 and (confidering that the great
expence of being always dreft for com-
pany, with lofles at cards, fubferiptions,
and public fpe®acles, leave me very
little to difpole of) I am ready enough
to give my money when I meet with a
mifcrable object.  You fay 1 thould en-
quircout fuch, inform myfclf thoroughly
«f their cafes, make an acquaintance
with the poor of my neighboarhood in
the country, and plan out the beft
methods of relieving the unfortunate
atd affiting the indufttious. But this
* fuppofes much more time, and much
* more money, than I have to beftow.—I
have had hopes indeed that my fummers
would have afforded me more leifure ;
but we ﬂnr pretty late in town; then
we generally pafs feveral wecks at one
or other of the water-drinking places,
where every moment is fpent in public ;
and, for the few months in which we
refide at our own feat, our houfe is
always full, with a fucceflion of com-
“ pany, to whofe amufement one is obliged
** to dedicate every hour of the day,”

So here ends the account of thar tir-e
which was given you to prepare and edu-
cate yourfelf for etermity 7—Yet you be-
lieve the immortality of the foul, and a
future flate of rewards and punifhments.
Ak your own heart what rewards you de-
ferve, or what kind of felicity you are fitted
to enjoy ?-=Which of thofe faculties or
aﬂ'c&:ops. which heaven can be foppofed
10 gratify, have you cultivated and im.
proved few—1If, in that eternal world, the
flores of knowledge fhould be laid open
before you, bave you preferved that thirft
of knowledge,
hich is now to be indulged, with endlcfs
information I, in the fociety of faints
8d angels, the pureft ‘benevolence and
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moft cordial love is to conflitute your hap-

incfs, where is the heart that fhould en-
Joy this delightful intercourfe of afeition ?
~Has your’s been exercifed and refined
to a proper capacity of it during vour
fate of difcipline, by the eneigies of
generous friendfhip, by the meltings of
parental fondnefs, or by that union of iieart

.and foul, that mixed exeition of perfect

friendfhip and incfable tendeinefs, which
approaches neareft to the full fati:fattion
of our nature, in the bards of conjugal
love }—Alas! you fcarce knew you hada
heart, except when you felt it fwell with
pride, or flutter with vanity !—Has your
picty and gratitude, to the Soutce of all
Good, been exercifed and ftrengthened by
conttant acts of praife and thank{giving ?
Was it nouiiﬂlcg by frequent meditation,
and filent recollettion of all the wonders
he hath done for us, till it burit forthin fer-
vent prayer ’==][ fear it was rather decency
than devotion, that carried you once a
week to the place of public woifhip—and
for the reftof the week, your thoughts and
time were fo very differently filled ap,
that the idea of a Ruler of the univerfe
could occur but feldom, and then, rather
as an obje& of teiror, than of hope and
joy. How then fhall a foul fo dead to
divine love, fo loft to all but the moft
childith purfuits, be able to exalt and en-
large irfelf 1o 4 capacity of that blifs whicn
we are allowed to hope for, ina more in-
timate perception of the divine prefence,
in contemplating more neuly the per-
fetions of our Creator, and in pouring
out before his throne our ardent gratitude,
love, and adoration }—What kinf of train-
ing is the life you have paffed through,
for fuch an immortality ?

And dare you look down with contempt
on thofe whom ftrang temptation from na-
tural paffions, or a train of unfortunats
circumitances, have funk into the com-
miffion of what you call great crimes i—
Dare youfpeak peace to your own hearr,
becauz: by difterent circumftances you
have been preferved from them 2—=Far be
it from me to wifh to leffen the horror of
crimes; but yet, as the temptations to
thefe occur but feldom, whereas the temp-
tations to neglect, and indifference towards
our duty, for ever furround us, it may be
neceflary to awaken ourfelves ta fome
calculation of the proportions between fuch
habitual omiffion of all that is good, and
the commifian of more heinous aéls of fin;
between wafling our own life in what is

fallely
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falfely called innocent amufement, and dif-
fracing it by faules which would alurin
ocicty more, though poflibly t.c; mguc
injure it lefs, Mys, Chagone.

§ 105, Of the Difference betaceen the Ex-
treme of Neghgence and Rizour in Re-
higion.

How amazing is the diftance between
the extreme of negligence and felf-indul-
grnce in fuch nominal Chrittians, and the
opnofite excefs of rigour which fome have
unpappily thought meritorious ! betweena
Patcal (who dreaded the influence of plea-
fure fo much, as to wear an iron, which
ke prefled into Mis fide whenever he found
himfelf taking dclight in any object of

" fenfc) and thol who think life lent them
only to be fquandered in fenfclefs diver-
fions, and the fiivolous indulgence of
va ity l—what a (range compofition is
man! cver diverging fiom the right line
—forgetting the tue end of his being—
or widely miftaking the means that lead
10 it.

If it were infecd true that the Supreme
Being had made it the condirion of our
fature happinefs, that we fheuld tpead the
days of ourﬁpilgrim.xge'hcre on carth in
voluntary {uftering and moufication, and
a continual oppolition to every inclination
of nature, it would furely be worth while
to conform even to thefe conditions, how-
ever rigorous: and we fee, by numerous
examples, that it is not more than huma:
creatures are capable of, when tully por-
fuaded that their cternal intere(ts demand
it.  Botif, in fu&t, thelans (FiGod arenn
other than diretions for the botter enjoy-
mnt of our exilenco=—it he has forbud us
nothing that is not pernicions, and com-
manded vothing that is not hghly advin-
tigeous to ur—if, like a beneficent parent,
he infli@s neither puniftment nor con-
fhaiot wnneceflarily, but makes our good
the end of all his injun@ionse=it will then
appear much mre extraordinary that we
thould perverfely go on in conflant and
acknowledged neglect of thofe injunc-
tions. :

Is there a fingle pleafure worthy of a
rational being, which is not, within certain
limitations, confiftent with relzion and vir-
tue f=—=And arenot the limits, withinwhich
we e permitted to enjoy them, the lame
which are prefcribed by reafon aod varure,
and which we caniot exceed without mavi.
felt hurt to ourfelves, or othersPmelt is not

. the life of a hermit that is enjoined us:
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it is only the life of a rational being, form.
eJ fur fociety, capable of continual im.
provement, and confequently of continual
advancement 1n happinefs.

Sir Charles and Lady Worthy are nei.
ther gloomy afcetics, nor frantic enthu.
fiaft~; they married from affe@ion on long
acquaintance, and perfect efteem; they
therefore enjoy the beft pleafures of the
heartin the higheft degrec. They concur
in a rational (%hcmc ot life, which, whillt
it makes them always chearful and happy,
renders them the friends of human-kind,
and the blefling of all around them. They
do not defert their ftation in the waild,
nor deny themfelves the proper and mode-
rate ufe of their Jarge fortune; though
that portion of it, which is appropriated
to the ule of others, is that hiom which
they derive theif higheft gratineations,
They fpend four or five months of every
year in London, where they keep up an
intercourfe of hofpitality and civility witi
many of the moit refpelable perfons i
their own, or of higher rank; but have
endeavoured rather at a felect than a ne-
n crous acquaintanee; and as they never
plav at cards, this endeavour has the more
calily fucceeded. Threc days in the weck,
from the hour of dinner, are given up 10
this intercourfe with what may be called
the world. 'Three mose are fpent in a
family way, with a fow intimate fiiends.
whofe taltes are conformable to their own,
and with whom the book and working-
talie or fomctimes mufic, fupply the in-
trode of ulvfel and a iccabie conver-
fotion,  In thefe panics their childen e
alwavs prefent, and paitake of the im-
piovement that artfes fron fuch foci. ty, or
from the well-chofen picces which areyead
slowd.  The feventh day iv always (pert
at home, after the due atiendance on puh-
lie worfhip; and is peculialy appropriated
to the religivws initruttion of their chil-
dien and tewvaets, or to other works of
charity.  As they keep regular hovrs, and
rife carly, and as Lady Woithy never pays
o¢ 2dmits morning vifits, they have feven
or cight hours in every dav, frec from all
interruption from the world, in which the
coltivation of their own minds, and theie
of their children, the due auenticn t0
health, to aconomy, and to the poor, ai¢
curied on in the maft regular mavner.

Thus, even ia London, they contrive,
without the appearance of quareiling with
the world, or of fhutting themfelves vp
fiom it, to [a’s the greateit art of theit

time
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vime in 2 reafonable and ufeful, aswell as
on acrezable manner.  The reft of the
vear they Tpend at their family feat in the
cnantrv, where the happy cifedts of their
evunple, and of their affiduous attention
w the good of all around them, are fill
more obfervable than in town.  Their
.1y hours, their tenants, and the poor,
for many miles about them, find in them
2 tare refource and comfort in calamity,
2 ready affiftance to every {cheme of
incit indullry, The youag are inftrudted
i tucsr expence, and under their direction,
& rndored ufeful at the eailiedt period
pobbie; the aged and the fick have every
combery admimftered that their fee re-
.y, the idle and diffolute are kept in
e by vigilnt infpe&ion; the quarrel-
fore e brought, by a fenfe of their own
sl to live more quietly with their
£ i and neighbours, and amicably to
v kel difputes w0 Sir Charles’s de-
g "

&> amiable prir are not lefs highly
s el by the gented families of their
o il nurhood, who are (are of finding in
to: hoafe the moit polite and cheaiful

el

1Ly, aed da them a funlof good

i eoand »00d humour, with a conflant
¢ ion to promote every innocent plea-
! ‘They are particularly the delighe
oialltie young peaple, who coufider them
+thetr pations and their oracles, to whom
v wralways apply for advice and afliftance
oy kind of dittiefs, or in any feheme of
«uiement,

Sie Cnniles and Lady Werthy are fel-
¢y without fome fricnds in the houfe
1 them during their v in the couniry
ba, actheiz methads are nown, they are
L0V Looken in upon by their guells, who
Crect coped o fee them till dimner-time,
¢yt uthe hear of prayer, and of break-
£ In their private walks or rides, they
“uiw s vifit the cottages of the Iabouring
PO wich all of whom they are perfoaally
soainted; and by the fweetnefs and
i d'inels of their manner, as well as by
ihar benedcent ations, they {o entirely
i ¢ the hearts of thefe people, that they
-2 made the confidants of all their family
irvances. and the caluilts to fettle all
i feruples of confcience or difficultics
" oondud@, By this method ofcon'vcrﬁn?

[T

1% vith them, they find out their dif-

! eut chaialters and capacities, and often

~uower and dpply to theie own benefir,

“w.ll a5 that of the perfon they diftin.
.
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guith, talents, which would otherwife have
been for ever loft to the public.

From this flight fketch of their manrer
of living, can it be thought that the prac-
tice of virtue cofts them any great facri.
fices? Do they appear to be the fervangs
of ahard mafter >—It is true, they have not
the amufement of gaming, nor do they
curfe themfelves in bitteinefs of foul, for
lofing the fortune Providence had be-
flowed upon them: they are not conti-
nually in public places, nor flifled in
crowded aflemblics; nor are their hours
confumed in an infipid interchange of una
meaning chat with hundreds of fine peo-

le who are perfelly indifferent to them;
hut then, inrctuin, the Being whom they
ferve indulges them in the beft pleafures
of love, of friendthip, of parental and
amily affection, of divine benzficence, and
a piety, which chiclly confifts in joyful
alts of love and praife l—aot to mention
the delights they derive from a talte un-
cortupted and full alive to natural plea
fures; from the beauties of nature, and
from cultivating thofe heauties joined with
utility in the jcenes agound them; and
above all, from tiut flow of fpirits, which
a life of ativity, and the confiant exertion
of right affe@ions, naturally produce.
Compre their countenances with thofe of
the wretched flaves of the world, who ave
howly complaining of fatigue, of liftlefl-
nefs, diftatte, and vapours; and who, with
faded cheeks and worn-out conftitutions,
ftill concinue to hauat thz feeacs whore
one: their vanity found gratification, bur
wheie they now meet ouly wizh mortifi-
cavon and difguit; then tell me, which
has chofen the happier plan, admiuting for
a moment that no future penaity wis an«
nexed to a wrong choice 2 Liflen to the
chaia&ter that i; given of Sir Charles
Worthy and his Inéy, whercver they are
named, and then tell me, whether even
your idol, the world, 15 not more fasour-
able to them than te you.

Perhaps it is vain to think of recalling
thofe whom long habits, and the cflablifh-
ed tyranny of pride and vanity, have almoft
precluded from a polibility of imitating
fuch patzerns, and in whom the very defire
of amendment is extinguithed; but for
thole who are now enterirg on the flage of
life,” and who have their parts to choofe,
how earneftly could I with for the fpirit of
perfuafionfor fuch a «warning voice”
as fhould make itelf heard amid# 2li the
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gay buftle that furrounds them! it fhould
cry to them without ceafing, not to beled
away by the crowd of fools, without know-
ing whither they are going—not to ex-
change real happinefs for the empty name
of pleafurc—not to prefer fathion to im-
mortality—and, not to fancy it poffiblg, for
them' to be innocent, and at the fame time
ufelefs. Mrs. Chapone.

§ 106, Virtue Man's true Intereft.

1 find myfelf exifting upon a little fpot,
farrounded every way by an immenfe un-
kuown expanfion—Where am 1?2 What
fort of place do I'inhabit? I+ it exacly
accommodated, in cvery inftance, to my
convenience?  Is there no excefs of cold,
none of heat, to offend me?  Am Inever
annoyed by animals, cither of my own
kind, or a tfifferem? Is every thing fub-
fervient to me, as though 1 had ordered all
myfelf ?=No~—nothing like it—the far-
theft from it poflible.—The world appears
not, then, originally made for the private
convenience of me alone 11t docs not.—
But is it not poffible fo to accommodate it,
by my own particular induftry ? If to ac-
commodate man and beaft, heaven and
earth, if this be beyond me, ’tis not poffi-
ble=—What confequence then follows? or
can there be any other than this—1f [ feek
an intereft of my own, detached from that
of others, I feek an intereft which is chi-
merical, and can never have exiftence ?

How then muft [ dctermine ? Have I
no intereft at all ?—If I havenot, I ama
fool for ftaying here. Tis afmoky houfe;
and the fooner out of it the better.— But
why no intereft? = Can I be contented
with none, but one feparated and detached ?
Is afocial interct, joined with others, fuch
an abfurdity as not to be admitted 7—The
bee, the heaver, and the tribes of herding
animals, are enow to convince me, that the

thing is fomewhere at leaft poffible. How,

then, am I aflured that ’tis not equally true
of man?—Admit it; and what follows?
If fo, then honour and jufice are my in-
teredt; then the whole train of moral vir-
tues are my interelt; without fome portion
of which, not even thicves can maintin
fociety.

But, farther flille=I flop not here—I
purfue this focial intereft, as far as I can
_trace my feveral relations. I pafs fiom
my own flock, my own neighbourhood,
my own nation, to the whole race of man-
kind, as difperfed throughout the earth,
weAm I not related to them all by the

ELEGANT EXTRACTS IN
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"mutual aids of commerce, by the general

intercourfe of arts and letters, by that
common nature of which we all partici-
pate ?

Again—I muft have food and cloth.
ing.—Without a proper genial warmth,
I inftantly perith.—Am I not related, in
this view, to the very earth itfelf? to the
diftant fun, from whofe beams I derive
vigour! to that ftupendous courfe and or-
der of the infinite hoft of heaven, by which
the times and fealons ever uniformly pafs
on —=Were this order once confounded, [
could net probably furvive a moment; fo
abfolutely do T depend on this commen
general welfare.~What, then, have 1 to
do, bit to enlaige virtue into piety ? Not
only honour and juftice, and what Iowe to
man, is my interclt; but gratitude ailo,
acquicfcence, refignation, adoration, and
all I owe to this great polity, and its
greater Governor our common Parent.

Harris,

§ 107. On Gratitude.

There is not a more pleafing exercife of
the mind, than gratitude.

Tt is accompanicd with fuzh inward
fatisfaltion, that the duty is fufficienty re-
warded by the performance, Itis not like
the pratice of many other virtues, ditficu't
and painful, but attended with fo much
pleafure, that were there no pofitive corn-
mand which enjoined it, nor any recom-
pence laid up for it hereafter—a gencrous
mind would indulge in it, for the natural
gratification that accompanies it.

If gratitude is due from man to man—
Low much more from man to his Maker?
~—T'ke Supreme Being docs not only con-
fer upon us thofe bounties which proceed
more immediately from his hand, but even
thofe benefics which are conveyed to us
by others. Lvery blefling we enjoy, hy
what means foever it may Ee derived upon
us, i the gift of Him who is' the great
Author of good, and Father of mercies.

If gratitude, when exerted towards one
another, naturally Eroduces a very plea-
fing fenfation in the mind of a grateful
man; it exalts the foul into rapture, when

it is employed on this great obje&t of gra-

titude, on this beneficient Being, who has
given us every thing we already poffeis
and from whom we expe& every thing w¢
yet hope for.

Moft of the works of the Pagan poets
were ecither dire@t hymns of their deities,
or tended indire@ly to the cekbmdo;f:: :

thed
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their refpeflive attributes and perfections.
Thofe who are acquainted with the works
of the Greek and Latin poets which are
fiill extant, will, upon refletion, find this
ohfervation fo true, that I fhall not enlarge
upon it.  One would wonder that more
of our Chriftian poets have not turned
their thoaghts this way, efpeciallyp if we
confider, that our idea of the Supreme
Being, is not only infinitely more great
and noble than could poflibly enter into
the heart of a heathen, hut filled with
every thing that can raife the imagination,
and give an opportuni y for the fublimeft
thoaghts and conceptions.

Plutarch tells us of a heathen who was
finging an hymn to Diana, in which he
citbruted her for her delight in human
leritices, and other inftances of cruclty
and revenge; upon which a poet who was
prefent at this piece of devotion, and
feems to have had a truer idea of the di-
vine nature, told the votar s by way of
reproof, that in recompence for his hymn,
he heartily wilhed he might have a daugh-
ter of the fame temper with the goddefs
he celebrated.—It was indeed impofiible
L write the praifes of one of thofe falfe
desties, according to the Pagan creed,
“rhout a mixture of impertinence and
lurdity, .
. The Jews, who before the time of Chrif-
tiity were the only people who had the
knowledge of the true God, have fer the
Un'ilﬁ.”m world an example how they
ougnt to employ this divine talent, of
“hich T am fpeaking. As that nation
rroduced men of great genius, without
confidering them as infpired writers, they
4ve tranfmitted to us many hymns and
divine odes, which cxcel thofe that are
df!x»'crcd down o us by the ancient
Grecks and Romans, in the poetry as
Ihuch as in the fubjed to which it s con-
fcrated, This, I 'think, might be eafily
fiewa, if there were occaﬁon%or it

Specator,

$ 198, Religion the Foundation of Content:
an Allegary.

Omar, the hermit of the mountain Au-
uxabis, which rifes on the ealt of Mecca,
and overlooks the tity, found one evening
7 Man fitting penfive and alone, withia a
“V paces of his ccll. Omar reparded
ltfr: with attention, and perceived that his
00%s were wild and haggard, and that his
°dy was feeble and emaciated : the man
0 feemed to gaze fedfally on Omar;

BUUK 1.

AND RELIGILOUS, 81

but fuch was the abfiradtion of his mind,
that his eye did not immediately take
cognizance of its obje@t. In the moment
of recolleftion he ftartel as from a dream,
he covered his face in confufion, and
bowed himfelf to the ground. « Son of
affliction,” faid Omar, “ who art thou,
and®what is thy diltre(s?” « My name.”
replied the firanger, « is Haffan, and [
am a native of this city : the Angel of ad-
verfity has laid his hand upon me, and the
wretch whom thine eye compaffionates,
thou canftnot deliver.” « To deliver thee,”
faid Omar, « belongs to Him only, from
whom we fhould receive with humilit
both good and cvil: yet hide not thy le{
from me; for the burthen which I cannot
remove, I may at lealt enable thee to
fuftain.”  Haffan fixed his cyes upon the
ground, and remained fome time filent;
then fetching a deep figh, he looked up at
the hermit, and thus complied with his re-
quett.

Ttis now fix years fince our mighty lord
the Caliph Almalic, whofe memory be
blefled, firft came privately to worfhip in
the temple of the holy city. The blefling
which he petitioned of the propliet, as the
prophet’s vicegerent, he was diligent to
difpenfe: in the intervals of his devotion,
therefore, he went about the ciry relicving
diftrefs and reflraining oppreflion: the
widow fmiled under his prote&tion, and
the weaknefs of age and infancy was fuf-
tained by his bounty, I, who dreaded no
evil but ficknefs, and cxpefted no good
beyond the reward of my lubour, was
finging at my work, whea Almalic entered
my dwelling. He looked round with a
fmile of complacency; perceiving that
though it was mean it was neat, and
though I was poor I appeared to be con-
tent.  As his habit was that of a pilgrim,
I haftened to receive him with fuch hof-
pitality as was in my power, and my
cheartulnefs was rather increafed than re-
firained by his prefence. After he had
accepted fome coffee, he atked me many
queftions; and though by my anfwers [

.always endeavoured to excite him to mirth,

yet I perceived that he grew thougheful,
and eyed me with a placid but fixed ac-
tention. I fufpeCted that he had fome
kpowledge of me, and therefore enquired
his country and his pame. « Haffan,”
faid he, « T have raifed thy curjofity, and
it fhall be fatisfied ; he who now talks with
thee, is Almalic, the fovereign of the
faithfal, whofe feat is the thtone of Me-

G dina,
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dina, and whofe commiffion is from above.”
Thefe words ftruck me dumb with aflo-
nifhment, though 1 kad fome doubt of
their truth: but Almadc, throwing back
his garment, difcovered the peculiarity of
his vet, and put the rayal fiznet upon his
finger. 1 then ftarted np, and was abgut
to proftrate mylelf before him, but he pre-
vented me: « Haflan,” faid he, “forbear:
thou art greater than I, and fiom thee I
have at once dernved humility and wil-
dom.” 4 anfwered, ¢ Mock ot thy fer-
vant, who is but as a wo:m before thee:
life and death are in thy hand, and hap-
pinefs and milery are the davghters of
thy will.” « Hafian,” he replied, « I can
ro otheinife give life or happinefs, than
by rot taking them away: thou art thy-
felf L youd tae seach of my bounty, and
pollefled of felicity which I, ean neither
communicate vor obtain. My influence
over others, fills my bofom with perpetual
folicitude aud anxicty; and yet my in-
fluence over oty exteads only to their
vices, whether Twould reward or punith.
Bv the Low.dtring, T can 1eprefs violence

aed find; and Ly the docgation of

power, T can uanstor the nfatiable wiflies
of avirics and ambition hiem one (hp@
to another: but with 1cfpect to virtue, T
am impotent; if 1 cou'd reward it, Twould
reward it in thee. T hou 21t content, and
haft therefore neithes avarize nor ambition:
to exalt thee, would deftroy the fimplicity
of thy life, and diminith that happincts
which I have no power either to jncreafe
or to centinue.”

e then rofe up, and commanding me
notto Giftlofe his £ cret, departed.

As foon as [ recovered iom the con-
fufion and attonithment in which the Ca-
liph left me, 1 began 1o regret that my
beaaviour had intercepted his bounty ; and
accufed that chearfulaels of folly, which
was the concomitant of poverty and
Rbour. T now repincdcat the obicurity
of my [stion, which niy former infenfi-
bility had perpetusteds I negleed my
Javour, becanfe T defpifed the reward; 1
fpent the day in idlenefs, forming roman.
tie projedls torecoverthe advantages which
Ihad lofl: and at night, inftexd of lofing
m felf in that fivest and refrething fleep,
from which T ufed to rife with new heah.{:,
chearfulnefs, and vigour, I dreamt of
tplendid hubits and a numerous retinue, of
gardens, palaces, cunucks, and women,
and wukgd cofly to regret the illufions
that had varithed. My health was at
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length impaired by the inquictude of my
micd; 1 fold all my moveables for fub-
filtence; and referved only a mattrafs,
upon which I fometimes lay from one
night to another,

In the firt moon of the following year,
the Caliph came again to Mecca, with the
f.me fecrecy, and for the fame purpofes,
He was willing once more to fee the man,
whom he confidered as deriving felicity
fiom himfclf. But he found me, not fing-
ing at my work, raddy with health, vivid
with chearfulnefs; but pale and dejefted,
fitting on the ground, and chewing opium,
which contributed to fubititute thie phan.
tow, of imaginaiion for the realitics of
greansfs  He entered with a kind of
joyful impatience in Lis countenance,
which, the moment he beheld me, was
changed to a mixture of wonder and pity,
I'hal often withed for another opportunity
to aldiels the Caliph; yet 1 was con-
feurded at his prefence, and, throwing
my(clf at his feet, I laid my hand apon
my head, and was fpecchlefs. ¢« Haflan,”
faid Le, ¢ what canit thou have loft, whofe
wealth was the Labour of thine own hand ;
ard what can have madc thee fad, the
fpring of whofe joy was in thy ownbofom?
What evil hath befallen thee? - Speak,
and 1t T can remove ity thou art happy.”
Iwas now encouraged to look up, and |
replied, ¢ Let my Lord forgive the pre-
fumpticn of his {ervant, who rather than
utter a falfchood, would be dumb for ever.
I am become wretched by the lofs of
that which I never poflefled: thou haft
raifed wifles, which indeed I am not
werthy thou fhouldit fatisfy; but why
fhould it be thought, that he who was
happy in obfecurity and indigence, woul
not have been rendered more happy by
eminence and wealth P77

When 1 had fivifked this fpeech, Al-
malic ftood ' fome moments in fufpenfe,
and I continued profhate before him.
« Haffan,” {aid he, ** I perceive, not with
indignation bur regret, that I miftook thy
chara@ter; I now difcover avarice and
ambition in thy heart, which lay torpid
only becaufe their objeéts were too remote
to roufe them. I eannot therefore inve
thee with authority, beedufe I would nct
fubje& my people to oppreflion; and be-
caule I would not be compelled to punifh
thee for crimes which I firft enabled thee
to ccmmit. But as I have taken from
thee that which ] cannot reftore, I will a:
leatt gra.ify the wifhes that I excited, 1;;‘

t
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thy heart accufe me of injuftice, and thou
continue ftill a ftranger to thyfelf. Arife,
thercfore, and follow me.” — I fprung
from the ground as it were with the wings
of an eagle; I kiffed the hem of his gar-
mentin an extafy of gratitude and joy;
and when I went out of my houfe, my
heart leaped as if I had efcaped from the
denof a tion. I followed Almalic to the
caravanfera in which he lodged ; and after
he had fulfilled his vows, he took me with
him to Medina. He gave me an apart-
ment in the feraglio; [ was attended by
bis owu fervants; my provifions were fent
from his own table; 1 received every
week a fum from his treafury, which ex-
ceded the moft romantic of my expedta-
tiori.  But I foon difcovered, that no
denty was fo tafteful, as the food to which
libeur procured an appetite: no flumhers
1o tveet, as thofe which wearinefs invited ;
andno time fo well enjoyed, as thit in
wich diligence is expecting its reward.
I nmembered thefe enjoyments with re-
giec; and while Twas fighing in the midt
of tupeifluities, which though they en-
cmbered Bife, yer 1 could not give up,
ey were fuldenly taken away,
. Almalie, in the midit of the glory of
W kingdom, and in the full viour of his
Life, evpired fuddenly in the bath: fach
tow knoweft was the defliny which the
.\.'n[gllty had written upon his head.
: Hi< fon Aububekir, who fucceeded to
tie throne, was incenfed againft me, hy
fom: who regarded me at once with con
tempt and envy; he fuddenly withdrew
iy penfion, and commanded that I fhould
b-evpelled the palace; a command which
ﬂ:'\ enemies exceuted with fo much rigour.
It within twelve hours I found myfelf in
th Rreets of Medina, indigent and friend-
V"lf. C\poﬁ‘(:l to hunger and derifion, with
i‘”rfhe hﬂb_ﬂs of luxury, and all the fenfi-
f:"-"" of pride.  O! let not thy heart de-
Plc me, thou whom experience has not
“augkt, that it is mifery to lofe that which
o T not happinefs to” poflefs. O! that
Lrme this lcffon had not been written on
\:’l ((;wlcts of Providence! I have tra-
I'O‘l fﬂ from Medioa ¥o Mecca; but [ can-
v By from myfelf. How different are
'3 Rates in which I have ‘been placed !
o remembrance of both is bitter! for
o }Plc'a.fures of neither can retam, —Haf-
o i.nnng thus ended his ftory, fmote his
- ;“‘ together; and looking npward,
i into tears,
"ar having waited till this agony was
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aft, went to him, and taking him by the

and, ¢« My fon,” fzid he, * more is yet
in thy power than Almalic could give, or
Aububekir take away. The leffon of thy
life the prophet has in mercy appointed me
to explain.

# Thou waft once content with poverty
and labour, only becaufe they were become
habitual, and eafe and affluence were
placed beyond thy hope; for when eafe
and affluence approached thee, thou wait
content with poverty and labour no more.
That which then became the objed, was
alfo the bound of thy hope; and he, whofe
utmot hope is difappointed, muft inevita-
bly ba wietched, If thy fupreme defire

‘had been the delights of paradife, and

thou had?t believed that by the tenor of
thy life thefe delights had been fecured,
as more could not have been given ‘thee,
thou wouldit not have regretted that lefs
was not offcred.  The content which was
once enjoyed, was but the lethargy of foul;
and the diftrefs which is now fuffered, will
but quicken it to attion. Depart, there-
fore, and be thankful for all things; put
thy truft in Him, who alone can gratity
the with of reafon, and fatisty thy foul with
good; fix thy hope upon that portion, in
comparifon of which the world is as the
diop of the bucket, and the duft of the ba-
lance. Return, my fon, to thy labour; thy
food fhall be agaim tafteful, and thy reft
fhall be fweet; to thy content alfo will be
added llablity, when it depends not upon
that which 15 poflefled upon earth, but
upon that which is expe&ted in Heaven,”
Haffan, upon whofe mind the Angel of
inftrution imprefled the counfel of Omar,
haftened to proftrate himfelf in the temple
of the Prophet. Peace dawned upon his
mind like the radiance of the morning:
he returncd to his labour with cheaifulnefs;
his devorion became fervent and habitual ;
and the latter days of Haffan were hap.
pier than the firlt. Adventurer,

§ 109, Bad company—meaning of the phrafe
~—different claffes of bad  companyemill
. chojen company—what is meant by keeping
bad company—the danger of it, from aur
apinefi to imitate and-catih the manners of
athers——from the great power and firce of
cuffeme—from our bad inclinations.
« Evil communication,’” fays the text,
« corrupts good manners.”” This affer-
tion is general, and no doubt all people
fuffer from fuch communicgtion; but abq_ve
all, the minds of youth will fuffer; which ,
G: L are
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are yet unformed, unprincipled,' unfur-
nithed; and ready to receive any imprel-
fion.

But before we confider the danger of
kecping bad company, let us firlt fee the
meaning of the phrafe.

In the phrafe of the world, good com-,
pany means fathionable people. Their
ftations in life, not their morals, are con.
fidered : and he, who affociates with fuch,
though they {et him the example of break-
ing every commandment of the decalogue,
is ftill faid to keep geod company.—I
thould with you to fix another meaning to
the expreffion; and to confider vice in the
{ame deteftable light, in whatever com-
pany it is found ; nay, to confider all com-
pany in which it is found, be their ftation
wkat it will, as bad company.

"The three following claffes will perhaps
include the greateft part of thole, who
deferve this appellation.

Inthe firft, I fhould rank all who endea-
vour to deltroy the principles of Chrif-
tianity—who jeft upon Scripture—talk
blafphemy—and treat 1evelation with cona
tempt. ’

A fecond chifs of bad company are thofe,
who have a tendency to deitroy in us the
principles of common honefty and inte-
grity. Under this hend we may rank
gamcelters of every denomination; and the
low and infamous characters of every pro-
feflion,

A third clafs of bad company, and fuch
as arc commonly mcit dangerous to youth,
includes the long caralogue of men of
pleafure.  In whatever way they follow
the call of appetite, thry have equally a
tendency to corrupt the purity of the
mind.

Befides thefe three clafes, whom we
may call bad company, there are others
who come under the denomination of ill-
chofen company: trifling, infipid charac-
ters of every kind; who follow no bufinefs
—arc led by no ideas of improvement—
but l}:end their time in diffipation and fally
—whafe highett praife it 1s, that they are

culy cot vicious.—With noné of thefe, a °

ferious man would with Lis fon to keep
company.

It may be afked whatis meant by keep-
ing bad company? The world abounds
with charadters of this kind: they mect us
in every place; and if we keep company
at all, it is impofiible to avoid keeping
company with fuch perfons.

* Sce this fubjet tieated more #t large inan anon) mous pamphlct, on the employrent of time.
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It is true, if we were determined perer
to have any commerce with bad men, v,
muft, as the apoﬂle remarks, « altogerhcr
go out of the world.” By keeping bad
company, therefore, is not meant a cafual
intercourfe with them, on occafion of bu.
finels, or as they accidentally fall in our
way; but having an inclination to confort
with them—complying with that inclina-
tion——fceking their company, when we
might avoid it—entering into their partit
~and making them the companious of our
choice. Mixing with them occafionally,
cannot be avoided.

The danger of keeping bad company,
arifes principally from our aptnefs to ini-
tate and catch the manners and fentiments
of others—from the power of cuftom—
from our own "bad inclinations—and from
the pains taken by the bad to corrupt us”.

In our carlieft youth, the contagion of
manners is obfervable. In the boy, yet
incapable of havingany thing inflilled into
him, we eafjly difcover from his firtt ac-
tions, and rude attempts at language, the
kind of perfons with whom he has been
brought up: we fee the carly fpring ot«
civilized education, or tiie firft wild thoots
of rufticity. .

As he “cnters farther into life, his be-
haviour, manners, and converfation, ail
take their caft from the company he keeps.
Obferve the peafant, and the man of edv-
cation; the difference is firiking. And
yet God hath beflowed equal talents on
each. The only difference is, they have
been thrown into different feenes of lifes
and have had commerce with perfons of
different Qations.

Nor arc manners and behaviour more
eafily caught, than cpinions, and prin-
ciples. In childhood and youth, we ns
turally adopt the fentiments of thofe about
us. And as we advance in life, how fow
of us think for ourfelves? How many of
us are fatisfied with taking our opinions ¥
fecond hand!

'The great power and force of cufler
forms another argument againft kccpﬂi‘f
bad company. However ferioufly d.i
pofed we may be; and however (hocké
at the firft approaches of vice; this fhocs
ing appearance goes off, upon an intimacf
with 1t.  Cuftom will foon render the me
difguftful thing familiar, And this is 1™
deed a kind proyifion of natwre, to rendef
labour, and toil, and danger, which are the
lot of man, more eafy to him. The 13¥

foldish
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foldier, who trembles at the fir{t encounter,
becomes a hardy veteran in a few cam-
paigns.  Habit renders dan_ger tamiliar,
and of courfe indifferent to him.

But habit, which is intended for our
good, may, like other Find appointments
of nature, be converted into a mifchief.
The well-difpofed youth, entering fieft into
bad company, is thocked at what ke hears,
and what he fees.  The good principles,
which he had imbibed, ring in his ears an
alarming leffon againit the wickednefs of
hs companions. Buat, alas! this fenfibi-
Ity is but of aday’s continuance. ‘The
roxr jovial merting makes the horrid pic-
tuc of yefterday more cafily endured.
Virtue is foon thought a fevere rule; the
gefpel, an mconvenient refhaint: a few
piags of con‘cience now and then interrupt
by pletuses; and whifper to him, that he
miee had better thoughts; but even thefe
by degrees die away 3 and he who at firft
v fhocked even at the appearance of
' eyt formed by cutiom into a profligate
Lader of vicious pleafurccmmperhaps into
a1 ahindoned tempter to vice.—So care-
Lly hould we oppofe the firft approaches
offin! fovigilant thould we be againtt fo
181 "1ons an enemy !

Our own bad inclinations form another
Argument againft bad company,  We have
frumy pafiions and appetites to govern;.
i many bad propenfities of diff:rent kinds
t watch, that, amidft fuch a variety of
enemics within, we ought at leaft to be on
our ruard againft thofe without. The breaft
evenof a good man is reprefented in fcrip-
ture, and experienced 1n fad, to be in a
e of warfare,  His vicious inclinations
Me continually drawing  him one way ;
Waile his virtuz is making efforts another.
And if the feriptares reprefent this as the
cafe cven of a good man, whofe pafions, it
M1y be imagined, arc become in fome de-
gree cool, and temperate, and who has
made fome progrefs in a virtaous courfe;
“hat may we fuppofe to be the danger of
A raw unexperienced youth, whofe paffions
and appetites are violent and feducing, and
Whofe mind is in a i1l lefs confirmed ftate?
1tis his part furely to keep out of the way
o temptation; and to give his bad ircli-
Pations as little room as poffible to acquire
hew ftrength, Gilprn.

$ 110, Ridicule ons of the chicf arts of cor-
"uption—bad company injures our charac-
Yersy ai awell as manners—grefumption the
Jerersnner of ruinemths advantages of good
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compary ¢qual ta the dijadvantages of fad

=Cautions in forming intimactes,

Thefe arguments againft keeping bad
company, will flill receive additional
ftrength, if we cenfider farther, the great
pains taken by the bad to cosrupt others.
It isa very tive, but lamentable f2&, in
the hiftory of human nature, that bad men
take more pains to corrupt their own fpe-
cies, than virtuous men do to reform them.
Hence thofe {pecious arts, that thow of
fiiendfhip, that appearance of difinterefl-
ednefs, with which the proiligate feducer
cndeavours to lure the unwary youth; and
at the fame time, yielding to his inclina-
tions, feems to follow rather than to lead
him, Many are the arts of thefe corrup-
ters; but their principal art is ridicule. By
this they endeavour to laugh out of coun-
tenance all the better principles of their
wavering profelyte ; and make him think
contemputly of thofe, whom he formerly
refpe@ted ; by this they flifle the ingenuous
blufh, and finally deftroy all fenfe of fhame.
Their caufe is below argument. They
aim not therefore at reafoning. Raillery
is the weapon they employ; and who is
there, that hath the fteadinefs to hear per-
fons and things, whatever reverence he
may have had for them, the fubjett of
continual ridicule, without lofing that reve-
rence by degrees?

Having thus confidered what principally
makes bad company dangerous, I thall juit
add, that even were your morals in ro
danger from fuch intercourfe, your cha-
raters would infallibly fuffer.  The world
will always judﬁc of you by your compa-
nions: and nobody will foppofe, that a.
youth of virtuous principles himfelf, can
poflibly form a conne@ion with a pro-
fligate. oo

In reply to the danger fuppofed to arife
from bad company, perhaps the youth may
fay, he is fo firm in his own oi!lniom,‘ fo,
fleady in his principles, that he thinks him-
felf fecure; and need not reftrain himfelf
from the moft unreferved converfation,

Alas| this fecurity is the very brink of
the precipice: nor hath vice in her whole
train a more dangerous enemy to you, than
prefumption: Caution, ever awake to dan-

et, is a guard againftit. But fecurity
ys every guard afleep. ¢ Let him who
thinketh he ftandeth,”” faith the apoflle,
¢ take heed, left he fall.” Even an apof-

tle himfelf did fall, by thinking that he
food fecure.  « Though I thould die with
G 3 " d‘c"’n
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thee,” faid St. Peter to his mafter, « yet
wil I not deny thee.”  That very night,
notwithftanding this boafted fecurity, he
repeated the crime three feveral times.
And can we fuppofe, that prefumption,
which ot.caﬁonedP an alromc’s fall, fhall not
ruin an unexperienced youth? "L'he ftory
is recorded for our infirution: and fhould
be a ftanding leflon againit prefuming upon
our own ftrength.

In conclufion, fuch as the dangers are,
which arife from bad company, fuch are
the advantages which accrue from good.
We imitate, and catch the manners and
fentiments of good men, as we do of bad.
Cuftom, which renders vice Iefs a defor-
mity, renders virtue more lovely, Good
examples have a force beyond intruction,
and warm us into emulation beyond pre-
cept; while the countenance and converfa-
tion of virtuous men encourage, and draw
.out into aion every kindred difpofition of
our hearts.

Befides, as a fenfe of thame often pre-
vents our doing a right thing in bad com-
pany ; it operates in the fame way in pic-
vunting our doing a wrong one in good.
Our charaéter becomes a pledge; and we
cannot, without a kind of difhonour, draw
back.

It is not poffible, indeed, for a youth, yet
unfurnithed with knowledge (which fits him
for good company) to chufe his compa-
nions as he pleafes. A youth muft have
fomething peculiarly atractive, to qualify
him for the acquaintance of men of effa-
blithed reputation.  What he has to do, is,
at all events, to avoid bad company; and
to0 endeavour, hz' impraving his mind and
marals, to quality himiclf for the beft.

Happy i¢ that youth, who, upon his en-
wrance inta'the woirld, can chufe his com-
pany with difcretion. T'here is often in
vice, a gaiety, an unreferve, a freedom of
manners, which arc apt at fight toengage
the unwary: while virtue, on the .other
hand, is ofien modet, refcrved, diffident,
backward, and eafily difconcerted. That
freedom of‘ manners, however cngaging,
may caver a very corrupt heart: and this
aukwardnefs, however unpleafing, may
veil a thoufand vistues. Suffer not your
mind, therefore,tobeealily either engaged,
or difufted at firlt fight. Fonn your in-
timacies with referve: and if drawn una-
wares into an acquaintance you difapprove,
immediately retreat. Qpen not your hearts
to every profeflion of friendthip. Tliey,
whofe friendfhip is worth accepung, are, as

ELEGANT EXTRACTS IN PRQSE.

you ought to be, referved in offering it,
Chufe your companions, not merely for
the fake of a few outward accomplifhments
—for the idle pleafure of fpching an
agreeable hour ; but mark their difpolition
to virtue or vice; and, as mud} as poffible,
chafe thofe for your companions, whom
you fee others refpett: always remember-
ing, that upon the choice of your company
depends in a great meafure the fuccels of
all you have learned ; the hopes of your
fiiends; y our future charalers in hfg; and,
what you ought aboveall other things to
value, the punity of your hearts.
Gilpin,

§ 111, Religion the beft and only Suppirt .
Cayis of real Strefs.,

"There are no principles but thofe of sc-
ligion to be depended on in cales of ro.l
tiefs; and thefe arc able to encounter the
worll emergencies ; and to bear us up va-
der all the changes and chances to which
our life is fubject.

Confider then what virtue the very firt
principle of religion has, and how wondes
fully it is conducave tothis end : "That theie
is 2 God, a powerful, a wifc and good Be-
ing, who firft made the world, and continues
to govern it ;—~by whofe goodnefs all things
are defigned—and by whofe providence 2/
things are conducted to bring about the
greatelt and beft ends. The forrowful and
penfive wretch that was giving way to hi»
misfortunes, and mburnfully finking undas
them, the moment this doétrine comes 1"
to his aid, hufhes all his complaints—and
thus fpeaks comfort to his foulymmte It 15
the Lord, let him do what feemeth him
good.—Without his direétion, 1 know thzt
no cvil can befal me,—without his permii-
fion, that no power can hurt me;—it i$
impoffiblc a Being fo wife fhould millake
my happinef=or that a Being fo good
fhould contradiét it.—1f he has denied ¢
riches or other advantages—perhaps he
forefces the gratifying my withes would
undo me, and by my own abufe of them
be perverted to my ruin.—If he has de-
nied me the requett of children—or in bis
providence has thought fit to take thes
from me—how can | fay whether he b
not dealt kindly with me, and only taken
that away which he forefaw would embitee?
and fhorten my days?==It does fo to thou
fands, where the difobedience of a thak:
lefs child has brought down the parcets

rey hairs with forrow to the grave.
e vifited me witk ficknefs, ‘°"“’(h3
. 0
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ether difappointments >—can I fay, but
thefe are bleflings in difguile?—=fo many
different expreflions of his care and con-
cern to difentangle my thoughts from this
world, and fix them upon anothcresaino.
ther, a better world beyond this!”’—This
thougit opens anew face of hope and con-
folation to the unfortunate :—and as the
perfuafion of a Providence reconciles him
to the evils he has fuffered,—this profpe&t
of a future life gives him ftrength to de-
fpifethem, and c%ccmthc light aflicions of
wis life, asthey are, not woithy to be com-
pared to what is referved for him here-
after,

Things are great or fmall by compa-
rifon—.und he who looks no further than
this world, and balances the accounts of
his joys and fufferings from that confide-
ratson, finds all his forrows enluged, and
at the clofe of them will be apt to look
back, and caft the fame fad refleclion upon
the whole, wiich the Patiarch did to Pha-
tosh, « ‘That few and evil had been the
days of lus pilgrimage.”  But let him life
up his eycs towards heaven, and ftedfaftly
behold the life and immartality of a future
flare,—he then wipes away all tears from
off his eyes for ever; like the exiled cap-
tive, big with the hopes that he is 1ctum-
ing home, he fecls not the weight of his
chains, or counts the days of his captivity:
but looks forward with rapture towards the
country where his heart is fled before.

Thefe age the aids which religion offers
Us towards the regulation of ouri%)irit under
the evils of life,—but like great cordials,
they are feldom ufed but on great occur-
rences,—In the lefler cvils of life, we feem
to fland unguarded—and our Icace and
contentment are overthrown, and our hap-
pinefs brake in upon, by a little impatience
of fpirit, uuder the crofs and untoward acci-
dents we meet with ‘Thefe ftand unpro-
vided for, and we neglet them as we do
the flighter indifpofitions of the body—
which we think not worthtreating ferioufly,
and fo leave them to nature. In good ha-
bits of the body, this may do/—ind I
would gladly believe, there are fuch
habits of the temper, fuch a complexioral
¢afe and health of heart, asmay often fave
the patient much medicine.—We are filk
10 confider, that however fuch good frames
of mind are got, they are worth preferving

y all rules :~Patigace and contentment,~—
whigh like the trea(ure hid in the ficld for
Whicha sman fald all be had to purchafem
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ic of that price, that it cannot be had at
100 great a purchafe; fince without it, the
beft condition of life cannot make us hap-
py; and with it, it is impoflible we thould
be miferable cven in the woilt.

. Sternc’s Sermons,

§ 112, Ridicule dangerous to Morality an{
Relegion.

The unhounded frcedom and licentiouf-
nefs of raillery and ridicule, is become of
late yearsfo fathionable among us, and hath
alrcady been attended with fuch fatal and
deftrudtive confequences, as to give a rea-
fonable alarm to all fiinds of virtue.
Writers have rofe up within this laft cen-
tury, who have endeavoured to blend and
confound the colours of good and evil, to
lugh us out of vur 1eligion, and undermine
the very foundations of marality, ‘The
chara@er of the Scoffer hath, by an un-
accountable favour and indulgence, met
not only with pardon, but 4 probation, and
hath therefore been almoft univerfully
fought afier and admired. Ridicule hath
bren called (and this for no other reafon
but becaufe Lord Shaftetbury told us o)
the tfl of truth, and as {uch, has been ap.
plied indifcriminat:ly to every fubjet.

But in oppofition to all the puny fol-
lowers of Shaftefbury and Bolingbroke,
all the laughing moraliits of the Lt agn,
and all the fneering faty1ills of this, I fhall
not feruple to declare, that 1 look on ridi-
cule as an oppreflive and aibitrary tyrant,
who like death throws down all diftinQion;
blind to the charms of virtue, and deaf to
the complaints of truth ; a bloody Moloch,
who delights in human facrifice; who loves
to feed on the fleth of the poor, and to
drink the tear of the atli®ad ; who dou-
bies the weight of poverty by fcorn and
laughter, and throws the poifon of con-
tempt into the cup of diftres to embitter
the draught, .

Truth, fay the Shaftefburians, cannot
pofiibly be an obje&t of 1idicule, and there-
fore cannot fuffer by it:—to which the
anfwer is extremely obvious s Truth, naked,

. undifguifed, cannct, we will acknowledge

with them, be ridiculed; but Truth, like
every thing elfe, may be mifreprefented:
it is the bufinefs of ridicule therefore to”
difguife ber: o0 dre’s her up ina firange
and fantaftic habit; and wiien this is art-
fully performed, it is no wonder that the
crowd fGould fmile at her deformity.
The noblek philofopher and the beft
Gs ool
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roralilt in the hexthen world, the great
and immortal Socrates, fell a facrifice to
this pernicions tilent: ridicule firh mifre-
prc(cntcd, an | afterwirds dettroved him:
the deluded meturede condemned ham, not
for w hat he was, but for what he appeared
to be, an enemy to the religiun of his
country,

The folly and depravity of mankind
will always furmih out a fuflicient fund for
ridicule; and when we confider Fow vaft
and fpaciousa ficld the litle feene of hu-
man hfe affords for malice and ill-natuie,
we fhall not fo much wonder to fee the
lover of ridicule rejoicing in it. Here he
has always an opportumty of gratifying
bis pride, and fatating his malevolence:
fiem the fralties and abfurdities of others,
he forms a wreath to adern his own brow ;
;;mhcr: togrotier, with all his art, the fail-
ngs and imperfeltions of others, and ofters
thamup a facriide to feif-love.  'The low-
eft and moft ubandoned of mapkind can
ridicule the moft exalted beings; thofe who
never could boalt of their own perfec-
1100,

Not rafe ther thoughts beyond the earth they
tremd,

Faenthude can cenfure, thofe can dare denide

A Bacon s avarice, or 2 Tully's pride,

[t were well indeed for mankind, if »i-
dicule would confine itfelf to the frailties
and imperfections of human nature, and
not extend its baleful influcrce over the
few pool qualities and perfeétions of it:
but there iy not perhaps a virtue to be
named, which may not, by the medium
through whichitis feen, be diftorted into a
vice.  The glafs of ridicule reflects things
not only darkly, but falfely alfo: it always
difcolours the obje¢ts before it ventures to
reprefent them to us, The pureft metal,
by the mixture of a bafe alloy, thall feem
changed to the meaneft. Ridicule, in the
fame manner, will cloath prudence in the
ﬁmb of avarice, call cowage rathnefs, and

rand good-nature with the name of pro-
digality; will laugh at the compaflionate
man for his weaknefs, the ferious man for
bis precifenefs, and the pious man for his

hyﬁc_nfy.

odefly is one of virtue's belt fupports;
and it is obfervable, that wherever this
amiable quality is moft cminently confpi-
cuous, ridicule is always réady to attack
and overthrow it. The man of wit and
humour is never fo happy as when he can
raife the blufh of ingenuvus meris, or flamp
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the marks of deformity and guilt on th
features of innocence and beauty. ‘Thus
may our perfections confpire to render us
both unhappy and contemptible !

The lover ‘of ridicule will, no doubt,

lead in the d=fence of it, that his defign
15 to reclaim and reform mankind; that he
1s lilted in the fervice of Virtue, and en-
gaged in the canle of Truth;=but I will
venture to afiwie him, that the allies he
boafts of diciaim kis fiiendfbip and defpife
his affftarce.  “T'ruth defires no fuch fol-
dier to fight under his banner; Virtue want,
no fuch advocate to plead for her.  As
is generally exercifed, it is too greata po-
nithment for fmall faults, too light and .
confiderable for great ones: the little foi-
bles and blemithes of a chara@ter defeine
rathes pity than contempt; the more atro-
cious erimes call for hatred and abhoi-
rence. 'Fhus, we fee, that in one cafe the
medicine operates too powerfully, and in
the other 1s of no (fieét,

I might take this opportunity to add,
that sidicule is not always contented with
ravaging and deflroying the works of man,
but boldly and impiouily attacks thofe of
God; enters even into the {antudry, and
prophancs the temple of the Moft High,
A late noble writer has made ufe of it to
aipeife the charaters and deflroy the vali-
diyy of the wriiers of both the Old and
New Teftament 5 and to change the fo-
lemn truths of Chriltianity into matter of
mirth and laughter. - “The books of Mofes
are called by ﬁim fables and tales, it only
for the amufement of children: and St.
Paul is treated by him as an enthufiaft, an
idiot, and an avowed enemy to that reli-
gion which he profefled.  One would not
furely think that there was any thing in
Chriltianity fo ludicrous as to raif ladgh-
ter,.or to excite contempt; but on the
contrary, that the nature of its precepts,
and its own intrinfic excellence, wou!d at
leait haye fecured it from fuch indigni-
ties, ' . -
Nothing gives us a higher opinion of
thofe ancicnt heathens whom our modern
bigots are fo apt to defpife, than that air of
picty and devotion which runs through all
their writings; and though the Pagan the-
ology was full of sbfurdities and incondif-
tencies, which the more refined fpirits a-
mong their poets and philofoshm muft
have déubtleis defpifed, rej , and con-
temned ; fuch was their refpe& and vene-
ration for the eftablithed uﬁm their
country, fuch their regard to y and
ferioufnes
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fooufnefs, fuch their modelty and difi-
dence in affairs of fo much weight and im-
portance, that we very feldom meet with
it ot ridizule on fubjeds which they held
s tacred and refpectable.

The privilege of publicly laughing at
sligion, and the pro. offion of it, of mak-
ing tae laws of God, and the great con-
«‘ros of eternity, the obje&s of mirth and
. heule, was referved for more enlightened

_o>; and denied the more pious heathens,
w reflect difgrace and ignominy on the
Chritin e, -

It hath indeed been the fate of the
ot and puiett religion in the world, to
tcome the jeft of fools; and not only,
with 1 Divine Founder, to be feourged
ard perfecuted, but with him to be mack-
«dund fpit at, rampled on and defpifed.
e to confider the dreadful confequences
f ridicule on this occafion, will better be-
svue the divine than effayifl; to him
seddore 1 thall refer i, and conclude
thiv iy by obferving, that after all the
andeferved encomiums fo lavifhly beftowed
~1 this child of wit and malice, fo univer-
i Yy approved and admired, | know of no
fervice the pernicious talent of 1idicule can
¢ 2of, unlefs it be to raife the blui of mo-
e, and put virtue out of countenance ;
o anhiance the miferies of the wretched,
1 poifon the feait of happinefs; to infu't
s, affiont God to make us, in fhort,
katcful to our fellow-creatures, uncafy to
omfilves, and highly difpleafing to the
Umighty, mollet.

§ 113, Ou Prodyaliry.

Itis the fate of almoft every paffion,
*henithas pafled the bounds which nature
prefcribes, to counteract its own purpoie.
Lo much rage hinders the warrior from
circumfpe@ion; and too much cagerncls
of profit hurts the credis of the trader. Too
Much ardour takes away from the lover
that eafinefs of addrefs with which ladies
are delighted. Thus extravagance, though
didated by vanity, and incited by volup-
toufnefs, feldom procures ultimately either
applaufe or pleafure.”

IF praife be jutly efimated by the cha-
1a8er of thofe from whom it is received,
little fatisfa@ion will be givento the fpend-
thnﬁby the encomiums which he purchafes.

or who are they that animate him in his
Purfuits, but young men, thoughtlefs and
abandoned like himfelf, unacquainted with
all on which the wifdom of nations has im-

Prefed the famp of excellonce, and de-
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void alike of knowledge and of virtu:? By
whom is his profufion praifed, but by
wretches who corfider him as fubfervient
to their purpofes; Syrens that entic~ him
to thipwreck 3 and Cyclops that are gaping
to devour hin ?

Every man whofe knowledge, or whnfe
virtue, can give valae to his opinion, looks
with feorn or pity (neither of which can
afford much gratification to pride) on hir
whom the panders of luxury have drawn
into the circle of their influence, and whom
he fees parcclled out among the different
minifters of folly, and about to be toin te
pieces by tailors and jockies, vintners and
attornies; who at oncc rob and ridicule
him, and who are fecretly triumphing oves
his weaknefs, when they prefent new in-
citements to his appetite, and heighten his
defires by counterfeited applaafe,

Such 1s the praife that is purchafed by
prodigality. Even wivn it is yet not dut-
covered to be falfe, it is the praife only of
thofe whom it is reproachful to pleafe, and
whofe fincerity is corrupted by their in-
tereft: men who live by the riots which
they encourage, and who know, that when-
ever their pupil grows wife, they thall lofe *
their power. Yet with fuch flattertes, it
they could lalt, might the cravings of va-
nity, which is feldom very delicate, be {2
tisfied = but the time is always haftening
forward, when this triumph, poor as it is,
fhall vanifh, and when thofe who now fur-
round him with obfequioulnefs and compli-
ments, fawn among his equipage, and ani-
mate his riots, fhall turn upon him with in-
folence, and reproach him with.the vices
promoted by themlelves.

And as liule pretenfions has the man,
who fquanders his cflate by vain or vici-
ous expences, to greater degrees of plea-
fure than are gbtained by others. T'o make
any happine(s fincerc, it is neceflary that
we believe it to be lafting; fince whatever
we fuppofe ourlelves in danger of lofing,
muft be enjoyed with folicitude and unea-
finefs, and -the more value we fet apon ir,
the more muft the prefent pofleflion be im--
bittered. How can he, then, be envied for
his felicity, who knows that its continuance
cannot be expected, and who is confcious
that a very fhort time will give him up to
the gripe of poverty, which will be harder
to be borne, as he bas given way to more
excefles, wantoned in greater abundance,
and indulged his appetite with more pro-
fufenefs,

It appears evident, that frugality is ne.

ceflary
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ceflary even to compleat the pleafure of ex-
pence; for it may %e generally remarked
of thofe whofguander what they know their
fortune not fuflicient to allow, that in their
moft jovial expence there always breaks
out fome proof of difcontent and impa-
tience; they cither fcatter with a kind of
wild defperation and affefted lavithnefs, as
criminals brave the gallows when they can-
not efcape it; or pay their money with a
peevifh anxiety, and endeavour at once to
fpend idly, and to fave meanly; having
neither firmnefs to deny their paffions, nor
courage to gratify them, they murmur at
their own enjoyments, and poifon the bowl
of pleafure by refletion on the coft.

Among thefe men there is often the vo-
ciferation of merriment, but very feldom
the tranquillny of chearfulnefs; they in-
flame their imaginations to a'kind of mo-
mentary jollity, by the help of wine and
riot; and confider it as the firft bufinefs of
the night to ftupify recolleftion, and lay
that reafon afleep, which diftuibs their
gaiety, and calls upon them to retreat from
ruin.

But this poor broken fatisfaction is of
fhort continuance, and mult be expiated by
a long feries of mifery and regret. Ina
fhort time the creditor grows impatient,
the laft acre is fold, the paflions and ap-
petites ftill continue their tyranny, with in-
ceflant calls for their ufual gratifications;
and the remainder of life paffes away in
vain repentance, or impotentdefire.

Raubler.

§ 114, On Honour,

Every principle that is a motive to good
aftions ought to be encouraged, fince men
are of fo vfiﬂ'erent a make, that the fame
principle docs not work equally upen all
minds. What fome men are prompted to
by confcience, duty, or religion, which arc
only different names for the fame thing,
others are prompted to by honour.

The fenfe of honour is of fo fine and de-
licate & nature, that it is only to be met
with in minds which are naturally noble,
or in fuchas have been cultivated by great
examples, or a refined education. T'his
cffay therefore is chiefly defigned fur thofe,
who by means of any of thefe advantages
are, of ought to be, attuated by this glo-
rious principle.

But as nothing is more pernicious than
a principle of action, when it is mifunder-
flood, I fhall confider honour with refpec
to three forts of men.  Fisft of all, with
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regard to thofe who have a right notion of
it.  Sccondly, with regard to thofe wig -
have a miftaken notion of it. And thirdl;,
with regard to thole who treat itas chime.
rical, and turn it into ridicule.

In the firtt place, true honour, though it
be a different principle from religion, iy
that which produces the fame effe@s.  The
lines of aétion, though drawn from dif.
ferent parts, terminate in the fame point,
Religion embraces virtue as it is enjoined
by the laws of God; honour, asitis grace.
ful and ornamental to human nature. The
religious man fears, the man of honour
fcorns, to do anill ation. The latter con-
fiders vice as fomething that is beneath
him; the other, as fomet ing that is offen-
five to the Divine Being : the one, as what
is unbecoming ; the other, as what is for.
bidden, Thus Senecafpeaksinthe fatural
and genuiue language of a man of honour,
when he declaies « that were there no God
to fec or pumth vice, he would not commut
it, becaule it is of fo mean, fo bafe, and fo
vile a nature.”

I fhall conclude this head with the d=-
fcription of honour in the part of yourg

uba:

Honour's a facied tie, the law of kings,

Thenoble mind’s diftingwifhung pei fection,

That aids and ftrengthens virtue when it meeti
her,

And imitates her a@tions where the is not;

It ought not to be (posted with. Care,

In the fecond place, we are to confider
thofe, who have miftaken notions of honour.
And thefe are fuch as cftablith any thing
to themfelves for a point of honour, whic
is contrary either to the laws of God, of
of their country; who think it more ho-
nourable to revenge, than to forgivc ap -
jury; who make no fcruple of tcllmil
lye, but would put auy man to death that
accufes them of it; who are more carefl
to guard their reputation by their couragt
than by their virtue. T'rue fortitude is in-
deed fo bécoming in human nature, thathe
who wants it {carce deferves the name
a man; but we find feveral who fo much
abufe this notion, that they place the wholt
idea of honour in a kind of brutal courage:
by which means we have had many amos§
us, who have called themfelves men of he-
nour, that would have been a difgrace ¥
a gibbet. In a word, the man who fac ;
fices any duty of a reafonable creature ®
a prevailing mode or fathion ; who look!:
upon any thing as honourable that is & i
pleafing tolis Make; or dedrudive to @

cietyi |
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ciety; who thinks himfelf obliged by this
principle to the prattice of fome virtues,
d not of others, is by no means to be
1< coned among tiue men of honour,

‘Timogencswasalively inftanceofoneac-
teated by falfe honour, ~ Timogenes would
1ni:é¢ at aman’s jeft who ridiculed his Ma-
Ler,and at the fame time ran aman through
t1e body that fpoke ill of his friend. Ti-
1enes would have fcorned to have be-
t-wed a fecret that was intrufted with him,
tiuugh the fate of his country depended
vpon thedifcovery of it Timogenes took
vzy thelife of 2 young fellow in a ducl,
v naving faoken 31 of Belinda, a lady
wiom he bamfelf had feduced in her youth,
“ Iherayedinto wantand ignoniiay.  ‘To
o te s character, Timogencs, afier hav-
v ruined feveral poor tradcfmen’s fami-
I'2» who had trufted him, fold Lis eftate to
14 Liscreditors 3 but, like 2 man of ho-
ro.r, difpofed of all the moncy he could
e of 1, in paying off his play debts, or,
w {peak m his own language, his debts of
sooLur,

I the third place. we are to confider
tdc perfons, wio torat thie piinciple as
 oaencal, and turn iz into ridhcule,  Men
v vare profefiedly of no honour, are of a
s profiigate and abandoned nature than
€-¢n thofe who are actuated by falfe no-
U of dtg as there is moie hope of an
fetic than of an athiclt.  ‘Thele fons of
' 1wy confider honour, with old Syphax
in Ve play before-mentioned, as a fine ima-
F'ary notion that leads afiray young un-
expertenced men, and draws them into real
Paleuiefs, while they are engaged in the
Priucof a fhadow.” ‘Thefe are generally
[titous who, in Shakefpeare’s phrafe, « are
“orn and hackneyed in the ways of men;”
Wicie imaginations are grown callous, and

clotall thofe delicate fentiments which
“7¢ hatural to minds that are innocent and
Eepraved.  Suchold battered mifcreants
f:‘ cule every thing as romantic, that comes
n : ompetition with their prelent interefl;
ha teat thofe perfons as vifionaries, who
;77 to ftand up, in a corrupt age, for what
#* not its immediate reward joined to it
; i talents, intereft, or experience of fuch
"2 make them very often ufeful in all
{‘“cf‘!l'-'t;,.and ac all times. But whatever
e and dignities they may arrive at,
o ught to confider, that every one flands
: ;‘:k:l 10 the annals of his country, who
s at the temple of hunour by any

HCT way thaa dhrough that of virte.

’ T Guardias.
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§. 115, On Modefty,

I know no two words that have been
more abufed-by the different and wrong
interpretations which are put wpon ihen,,
than thefe two, Modelty ard Affuranc..
To fay fuch a one is a modeft man fome-
times indeed pafles for a good charadter:
but at prefent is very often ufed 10 fignify
a theepith, awkward fellow, who has nci-
ther good-brecding, politenefs, nor any
knowledge of the waild.

Again: A man of affurance, though at
fiult it only denoted a perfon of a free and
open cartiage, 1s now very ufually applied
to a profligate wretch, who can br
through all the rules of decency and mo-
rality without a blu‘h.

1 fhall endeavour, therefore, in this ef-
fay,*o rellore thefe words to.their true
meaning, to prevent the idea of Modetty

rom being confounded with thatof Sheep-
ilines, and to hinder Impudence from
padlivg for Affurance. .

1f ['was pet to define Modefty, I would
call it, The reflettiog of an ingenuous
mind, cither when a man has committed an
atlion for which he cenfures himfclf, or
fancies that he is expofed to the cenfure of
others.

For this reafon a man, tiuly modet, 1s
as much fo when he is alone as in com-
pany; and as fubje&t to a blufh in his clo-
fet as when the eyes of muliitades are upon
him.

I donot remember to have metwith any
inllance of modefty with whith 1 am fo
well pleafcd, as that eelebrated one of the
young Prince, whofe father, being a tri-
butary king to the Romaas, had feveral
complaints lad againft him belore the fe-
nate, as a tyrant ard oppreflor of his fub-
jedts,  The Pricce went to Keme to de-
fend his father; but coming into the fe-
nate, and hearning a multitude of crimes
proved upon him, was {0 opprefled when i
came to his turn to {peak, that he was unable
to utter a word. The flory tells us, that
the fathers were moremoved at thisultance
of modefty and ingenuity, than they could
have been by the moft patictic oration;
aud, in fhoit, pardoned the guilty father
for this early promife of virtue in the fon,

I take Afurance to be, The faculty of
poflefling a man’s felf, or of faying and do-
ing indifferent things without any uneafi-
nefs or emotion in the mind. That which

enerally gives a maf affurance, is 2 mo-
erate koowledge of the world; batabove

al,
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all, 2 mind fixed and determincd in itfelf
to do nothing againft the rules of honour
and decency.  An open and affured beha-
viour is the natural ccnfequence of fuch a
refolution. - A man thus arined, if his words
or altions are at any time mufintcrpreted,
retires v.ithin himfelf, and {rom a confci-
oulnefs of his own integrity, aflumes force
enough to defpife the little cenfures of ig-
norance or malice.

Everyoneoughttocherifhandencourage
in himfelf the modelty and aflurance [ have
here mentioned.

A man without affurance is liable to be
made uneafy by the folly or ill-nature of
every onehe converfes with. A man with-
out modefty is loit to all fenfe of honour
and virtuc.

1t is more than probable, that the Prince
aboave-meutioned poffefled both thofe qua-
lifications in a very eminent degree. With-
out affurance, he would never have under-
taken to {peak before the moit auguft af-
fembly in the world; without modefty, he
would have pleaded the caufe he had taken
upon him, though it had appeared ever fo
feandalous,

From what has been faid, it is plain that
modefty and affurance are both amiable,
and may very well mect in the fame per-
fon. WKcn theyarethus mixed and blended
together, they compofe what we endea-
vour to expre(s, when we fay, a modett af-
furance; by which we underiland, the juft
miean between bathfulnefs and impudence.

I thall conclude with obferving, that as
the fame man may be both modeit and af-
fured, fo it is alfo poflible for the fame per-
fon to be both impudent and bafhfal,

We have frequent inflances of this odd
kind of mixture in people of depraved minds
and mean education; who, though they are
not able to meeta man’s eycs, or pronounce
a fentence without confulion, can volunta-
sily commit the greateft villainies or molt
indecent ations.

Such a perfon feems to have made a re-
folution to do ill, even in {pite of himfelf,
and in defiance of all thofe checks and re-
ftraints his temper and complexion feem to
have laid in his way.

Upon the whole, I would endeavour to
et\abm this maxim, That the praftice of
virtue is the moft proper method to give a
man a becoming aflurance in his words and
altions. Guils always feeks to fhelter it.
felf in one of the exwremes; and i fome.
times attended with both, SpeZater.
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§ 116, On difintergfted Friendfbip,

Taminformed thatcertain Greek writers
{Philofophers, it feems, in the opinion of
their countrymen) have advanced fome
very extraordinary pofitions relating to
friendfhip; as,indeed, what fubjeét isthere,
which thefe fubtle geniufes have not tor-
tured with their fophiftry ?

The authors to whom I refer, difluade
their difciples from entering into any ftrong
attachments, as unavoidably creating fuper-
numerary difquietudes to thofe who engage
in them; and, as every maa has more thun
fufficient to call forth his folicitude in the
courfe of his own affairs, it is a weaknefs
they contend, anxioufly to involve himfelf
in the concerns of others. They recom-
mend it alfo, in all conne&ions of this kixd,
to hold the bands of union extremely loofe;
fo as always to have it in one’s power to
ftraiten or relax them, as circumitances and
fituations fhall render moftexpedient. They
add, as a capital article of their doétrine,
that ¢ to live exempt from cares, is an el-
fential ingredient to conftitute human hap-
pinefs: but an ingredient, however, which
he, who voluntanly diftrefies himfelf with
cares in which he has no neceflary and
perfonal intereft, muft never hope te pof-
fefs.”

I have been told likewife, that there is
another {et of pretended philofophers, of
the fame country, whofe tenets, conccrmng
this fubjc, are of a #till more illiberal an
un%encrouq caft, .

"he propofition they attempt toeftablith,
is, that  fricndfhip is an affair of felf-in-
tereft entirely, and that the proper motive
for cngaging in it, is, not in order to gra-
tify the kind and benevolent affections, but
for the benefit of that affiftance and fup-
port which is to be derived from the con-
neQion.” Accordingly they affert, that
thofe perfons are moft difpofed to have re-
courfe to auiliary alliances of this kind,
who are leaft qm{iﬁed by nature, or for-
tune, to depend upon their own ftrength
and powers: the weaker fex, for inftance,
being generally more inclined to engage in
friendthips, than the male part of our
:'recies; and thofe who are depreft by in-

igence, or labouring under misfortunes,
than the wealthy and the profperous.

Excellent and obliging fages, thefe, un-
doubtedly ! To frike out the friendly af-
fecions from the moral world, would be
like extinguifhing the fun in the mtnr:cl;

¢
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each of them being the fource of the beft
and moft grateful fatisfadtions that Hea-
ven has conferred on the fons of men.
But I fhould be glad to know what the
real value of thisgboaﬁed exemption from
care, which they promife their difciples,
jully amounts to? an exemption facter-
ing to felf love, I confefs ; but which, upon
many occurrences in human life, fhould
be rejefed with the utmoft difdain. For
nothing, furely, can be more inconfiftent
with a well-poifed and manly {pirit, than
to decline engaging in any laudable ‘ac-
twn, or to be difcouraged from perfever.
ing In it, byan apprchenfion of the trouble
ard felicitude with which it may probabhy
b2 attended.  Virtue herfelf, indecd,
ought 1o be totally ‘renounced, if it be
ngot to avoid every poflible means that
niy he produltive of uneafinef(s: for who,
thit 15 actuated by her principles, can ob-
f.rve the condué of an oppofite chara&ter,
without being affected with fome degree
of fecret diffatisfation ? Are not the juft,
the brave, and the good, neceflarily ex-
poled to the difagreeable emotions of dif-
hike and averfion, when they refpetively
© ¢t with inftances of fraud, of cowardice,
or of villamy ? It is an effential pro-
perty of every well-conftituted mind, to be
affected with pain, or pleafure, according
w0 the nature of thofe moral appearances
that prefent themfelves to obfervation.

If fenfibility, therefore, be not incom-
prble with true wifdom (and it furely is
not, unlefs we fuppofe that philofophy
deadens every finer feeling of our nature)
what jult reafon can be aﬁgncd, why the
fvmpathetic fufferings which may refult
from friendthip, fhould be a fufficient .in-
Cucement for banifhing that generous af-
fettion from the human breaft? Extin-
guith all emotions of the heart, and what
diference will remain, I do not fay be-
theen man and brute, but between man
and 4 mere inanimate clod? Away then
with thofe auftere philofophers, who rc-
prefent virtae as hanfening.the foul againft
all the fofter impreffions of humanity !
T'he fa@, certainly, is much otherwife: a
t.aly good man is,” upon many occafions,
e:tremely fafceptible of tender fentiments ;
=& hiv heart expands with joy, or fhrinks
wih forrow, as good or ill fortune accom-
Firies big friend. Upon the whole, then,
1t may faitly be concluded, that, as in the
Cife of virtue, fo in that of friendihip,
thofe painful. fenfations, which may fome-
Lines be produced by the one, as well as

o by tbe other, are equally infuficicnt
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grounds for excluding either of them from
taking pofleflion of our bofoms,

They who infift « that utility is the it
and dprevailing motive, which induce muan-
kind to enter into particular friendfinps
appear to me to diveft the affociation of
its moft amiable and engaging principle.
For, to a mind rightly difpofed, it is not fo
much the benchits received, as the affec-
tionate zeal from which they flow, that
gives them their beft and moft valuable
recommendation. It is fo far indeed from
being verified by fa@, that a fenfe of our
waats is the original caufe of forming thefe

"amicable alliances; that, on the contrary,

it is obfervable, that none have been more
diftinguifhed in their friendfhips than thofs
whofe power and opulence, but, above all
whofe fuperior virtue (a much firmer fup-
port) have raifed them above every ne-
ceflity of having recoutfe to the afiltance
of others,

The true diftin&ion, then, in this quef-
tion is, that « although frcindfhip is cer-
tainly produftive of utility, yet utility ia
not the primary motive of fricndfhip.”
‘T'hofe felfith fenfualifts, therefore, who,
lulled in the lap of lusury, prefume to
maintain the reverfe, have furely no claim
toattention: as they are neither qualificd by
refleftion, nor experience, to be competent
Jjudges of the fubjedt,

ood Gods! is there a man upon the
face of the earth, who would deliberately
accept of all the wealth and all the af-
fluence this world can beftow, if offered to
him upon the fevere terms of his being
unconneéted with a fingle mortal whom he
could love, or by ‘whom he fhould be be-
loved ? This would be to lead the wretch-
ed life of a detefted tyrant, who, amidft
perpetual fufpicions and alarms, paffes his
milerable days a ftranger to every tender
{entiment, and utterly precluded from the
heart-felt fatisfactions of friendthip.

Melmoth’s Tranflation of Cicero’s Leelius.

§ 117, The Art of Happinefs,
Almolt every obje& that attrafts our

‘notice has its bright and its dark fide.

He who habituates himfelf to look at the
difpleafing fide, will four his difpofition,
and confequently impair bis happinefs ;
while he, who conftantly beholds it on the
bright fide, infenfibly meliorates his tem-
er, and, in confequence of it, improves
is own happinels, and the happincls of

al! about him. L
Arachne and Meclifla are two fricnds.
They
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They are, both of them, women in years,
and alike in birth, fortune, cducalioq, and
accomplithments.  'Ihey were originally
alike in temper too; but, by different m1-
nagement, are grown the jeverfe of each
other,  Arachne has accultomed herfelf to
look only on the dark fide of every objed.
Ha new poem or play makes its appear-
ance, with a thoufand brilliancies, and but
one or two blemithes, the flightly fkims
over the paflages that thould give her plea-
fure, and dwells upon thofe only that fill
ber with dillike.—If you fhew her a very
excellent portrait, fhe looks at fome part
of the drapery which has been negletted,
or to a hand or finger which has been lefz
unfinithed. —Her garden is a very beauti-
ful ons, and kept with great neatnefs and
elegancy ; but if you take a walk with her
m it, fhe talksto you of nothing but blights
and ftorms, of fnails and caterpillars, ahd
bow impofiible it is to keep it from the
fitter of fulling leaves and worm-call,.—
If you fit down in onc of her temples, 1o
enjoy a delightful profpe, fhe obfeives
10 vou, that there is too much wood, or too
Hitle water; that the day is too funny, or
too gloomy ; that it is fuliry, or windy;
and finifhes with a long harangue upon
the wretchednefs of onr climate.—When.
Zou retarn with her to the company, in
ope of a little chearful converfation, the
cafts a gloom over all, by giving you the
hittory of her own bad health, or of fome
mrelancholy accident that has befallen one
of her daughter’s children.  ‘Thus fhe in-
fenfibly finks her own fpirits, and t¢ fpi-
rits of all around her; and, at laft, dif-
covers, the knows not why, thut her friends
ale prave.

Mcliffa is the reverfe of all this. By
conttantly habituating herfclf to look only
on the bright fide of objeds, ihe preferves
a perpetual chearfulnefs in herfelf, which,
by a kind of happy contagion, fhe com-
municates, to all about her. If any mii
fortune has befallen her, fhe confiders it
might have been worfe, and is thankful to
Provilence for an efcape.  She rejoices
in folitude, as it gives her an opportunity
of knowing herfelf; and in fociety, be.
caufe fhe can commumicate the happinsfs
fh: enjoys.  She oppofes every man’s vir-
tee to his failings, and can find out fome.
thi. g to cherith and applaud in the very
worlt of her acquaintance.  She opens
every book witha defire to be ente:tained
er inftruted, and therefore feldom mifes
what the looks forn  Walk with her,
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though it be on a heathor a COMman, 254
the will difcover numberlefs beauties m
obferved before, in the hills, the dajes, the
brooms, brakes, and the variegated flor ¢ry
of weeds and poppies.  She enjoys every
change of weather and of feafon, as bring.
ing with it fomething of health or cony.
nience. In converfation, it is a rule wiy)
her, never to flart a fubjed that leads
any thing gloomy or difagrecable. Yoy
thercfore never hear her repeating her
own gricvances, or thofe of her neigh.
bours; or, (what is warft of all) their fuuli:
and imperfedtions. 1f any thing of the
latter kind be mentioned in her hearing,
fhe has the addrefs to turn it into enter.
tainment, by changing the molt odious
railing into a pleafant raillery.  “I'hus
Melifla, hike the bee, gathers horey fiom
every weed ; while Arachne, like the fpi.
der, fucks poifon from the faireft flower..
"I'he confequence i, that, of two tempers
once very nearly allied, the one is eve;
four and diflitivued, the other always gav
and chearful; the one fpreads an uni.
verfal gloom, the other a continual fun-
[hi“t'.
‘There is nothing more worthy of our
attention, than this art of happinefs. In
converfaticn, as well as life, happinei. very
often depends upon the flighteft incidents,
The tiking notice of the badnefs of the
weather, a north-eafl wind, the approach
of winter, or any trifling circamitance of
the difigreeable kind, fhall infenfibly rob
2 whole company of its good-humour, and
fiing everv member of it into the vapour:.,
I£, therefore, we would be happy in our-
felves, and are defirous of communicating
tiat happinefs to all about us, thefe minu-
tiz of converfation ought carefully to be
attended to. The brightnefs of the fkv,
the lcngthcning of the day, the increaf-
ing verdure of the fpring, the arrival of
any little piece of good news, or whatever
carries with it the mott diftant glimpie of
joy, fhall frequently be the parent of a
focial and happy converfation. Good-
manners exalt Eom us this regard to our
company. I'he clown may repine at the
funthine that ripens the harveft, becaufe
his turnips are burnt up by it; but the
man of refinement will extra® pleafure
from the thunder-torm to which he is ex-
pofed, by remarking on the plenty and
refrefament which may be expetted from
the fuccecding thower, .
Thus does politenefs, xs well as gwd

fenfe, direct us to look at every obje ‘g:
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the bright fide; and, by thus ac‘tgng, we
cherifh and improve both, By this prac-
tice it is that Meliffa is become the wxfeﬁ
fand beft-bred woman liviig; and by this
praclice, may every perfon arrive at that
agrecablencfs of temper, of which the
. mtural and never-failing fruit is Happi-
nefs. Harris,

¢ 118 Happinefs is founded in ReSitude
: of Condust,

All men purfue Good, and would be
hapoy, if they knew, how: not happy for
muaates, and miferable for hours; but
hapav, if pollible, through every part of
th i exiftence.  Either, therefore, there is
a good of this fteady, durable kind, or
th-.¢is nonz. It none, then all good muft
le tranfient and unceitain; and if fo, an
ohiect of the Jowelt value, which can little
defeive cither our attention or inquiry,
at if there be a better good, fuch a good
s we are ferking; likeevery other thing,
itmui be derived from fome caufe; and
taut caufe muit either be external, internal,
or mixed; n as much as, except thefe
tiree, there is no other poflible,  Now a
fic-y, durable good cannot be derived
e an external caufe; by reafon, all de-
med from externals mult fluctuate as they
fotuite. By the fame rule, not from a
neare of the two; becaufe the part
whieh is extermal will proportionably de-
ftroy its eflence.  What then remains but
e caufe internal; the very caufe which
we have fuppofed when we place the So-
verrign Good in Mind—in Reitade of
Condult ? 1bid,

§ 119, The Choice of Hercules.

Wien Hercules was in that part of his
youth, in which it was natural for him to
conider what courfe of life he ought to
Puriue, he one day retired into a defert,
wizre che filence and folitude of the place
267y mach favoured kis meditations. As
* %as mufing on his prefent condition,
;lm vcry.much perplexed in him{elf on the
He of life he ‘theuld chufe, he faw two
women, of a larger fature than ordinary,
Pproaching towards him. One of them
142 very noble air, and graceful deport-
Tut; her beauty was natural and eafy,
u"} Perfon clean and unfpptted, her eyes
€t towards the ground with an agreeable
:~§f'~'0. her motion and behaviour full of
T _‘“)', and her raiment as white as foow.
‘¢ other had a great deal of health and
Oidnefs in her countenance, which' the

AND RELIGIOUS. o

had helped with an artificial white and red ;
and fhe endeavoured'to appear more grace-
fal than ordinary in her’ mien, by 2
mixture of affeQation in all her geftures.
She had a wonderful confidence and af-
furance in her looks, and all the variety of
calours in her drefs, that he thoughe were
the molt proper to fhew her complexion to
advantage. She calt her eyes upon her-
felf, then turned them on thofe that were
prefent, to fee how they liked her, and
often looked on the figure the made in
her own fhadow. Upon her nearer ap-
proach to Hercules, the itepped before the
other lady, who czme forwatd with a re-
gular, compofed carriage, and running up
to him, accofted him after the following
manner :

« My dear Hercules,” fays fhe, « I
find you are very much divided in your
thoughts upon the way of life that you
ought to chufe: be my friend, and follow
me; T will lead you into the poffeflion of
pleafure, and out of the reach of pain,
and remove you from all the noife and
difquietude of bufinefs. The affairs of
cither war or peace fhall have ro:power
to difturb you.  Your whole employment
fhall be to make your life eafy, and to
entertain every fenfe with its proper gra-
tifications. ~ Sumptuous tables, beds of
rofes, clouds of perfumes, concerts of
nufic, crowds of beauties, are all in rea-
dinefs to receive you, Come along with
me into this region of delights, thisworld
of pleafure, and bid farewel for ever to
care, to pain, to bufinefs.”  Hercules
hearing the lady talk after this manner,
defired to know her name: to which fhe
anfwered, “ My friends, and thofe who
are well acquainted with me, call me
Happinefs ; cLut my enemies, and thofe
who would injure my ‘reputation, have
given me the name of Pleafure.”

By this time the other lady was come
up, who addrefled herfelf to the young
hero in a very different manner :—¢« Her-
cules,” fays fhe, ¢ I offer myfelf to, you,
becaufe I know you are defcended trom
the Gods, and give proofs of that defcent,
by your love to virtee and application to
the fludies proper for {our age. This
makes me hope you will gain, both for
sourfelf and me, an immortal reputation,

ut before 1 invite you into my fociety
and friendfhip, I will be open and fincere
with you; and muft lay this down as an
eftablithed truth, that there is nothin
t:uly valuable, which can be purchaf

without
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without pains and labour. The Gods
have fet a price upon every real and noble
pleafure. . 1f you would gain the favour
of the Deity, you muft be at the pains of
worfhipping him; if the friendLip of good
men, you muft ftudy to oblige them; if
you would be honourcd by your country,
you muft take care to ferve it: in fhort,
#f you would be eminent in war or peace,
you muft become mufler of all the qualifi-
cations that can make you fo. Thefe are
the only terms 2nd conditions npon which

I can propofe happinels.”

The Geddefs of Pleafure here broke in
wpon her difcourfe: ¢ You fee,” faid fhe,
*¢ Hercules, by her own confeflion, the way
to her pleafurcs is long and difficult;
whereas that which I propofc is fhort and
eafy.’t ¢ Alas!” {ud the other lady,
whofe vifage glowed with paffion, made
up of feoin ang pity,  what are the plea-
fures you propofe # To cat before you
are hungry, drink before you are athirft,
flecp bcf%rc you are tired ; to gratify ap-
petitzs hefore they are raifed, and raife
fuch appetites as nature never planted.
You never heard the mofl delicious mufic,
which is the praife of one’s-felf; nor faw
the moft beautiful obje®, which is the
work of one's own hands.  Your votaries
pals away their youth in a dream of mif-
taken pleafures; while they are hoarding
wp anguith, torment, and remorfe, for old
age.

i As for me, I am the friend of Gads,
and of good men; an agrecable com-
panion to the artizan; an houthold guar-
dian to the fathers of families; a patron
and protetor of fervants; an affociate in
all true and generous friendthips. The
banquets of my votarics are never coftly,
but always delicious; for none cat or drink
at them, who are not invited by hunger
and thirlt.  Their flumbers are fzund, and
their wakings chearful. My young men
have the pleafure of hearing themfelves
praifed by thofe who are in years; and

thofe who are in years of being honoured .

by thofe who aie young. In 2 word, my
followers arc favoured by the Gods, be-
Joved by their acquaintance, efteemed by
their country, and, after the clofe of their
labours, honoured by pofterity.” .
We know, by the life of this memorable
hero, to which of thefe tio ladies he gave
" ap his heart; and, I believe, every one
who reads this, will do him the juftice to
tpprove his choice, Tatler.

EXTRACTS

IN PROSE.

Letters on the Chaice of Company.

§ 1200 LertTeER L
Sir,

As you are now no longer under the
eyeof cither a parent, or a governor, by
wholly at liberty to att according to your
ouwn inclinations; your friends caunot be
without their fears, on your acconnt;; they
cannot but have {ome uncaly apprehen.
fions, left the very bad men, with whom
you may converfe, hould be able to effice
thofe principles, which fo much care w.;
taken at firlt to imprint, and has been fince
to preierve, in you.

The intimacy, in which T have, fix
many years, lived with your family, fu:.
fers me ot to be otherwile than a fhuns
of their concern, on this occafion; ani
you will permit me, as fuch, to lay before
you thofe confiderations, which, while thex
fhew you your danger, and excite your
caution, may not be without their ufe in
promoting your fafety.

‘I'hat it fhould be the crdeavour of our
parents, to give us jull appielienfions of
things, as foon as we are capable of re-
ceiving them; and, in our earlicr yeor,
to flock our minds with uleful truths—to
arcuftom us to the ufe of our reafon, -
reftraint of our appetites, and the govern
ment of our paflions, is a point, on which,
1 bylicve, all are agreed, whofc opinions
about it you would think of any confc-
qucncc.

From a negle@ in thefe particulars, you
fee fo many of one fex, as much Girls at
Sixty, as they were at Sixteen—their fol-
lics only varied—their parfuits, though
differently, yet equally, trifling; and you
thence, likewife, find near as many of the
other fex, Boys in their advanced years—
as fond of feathers and toys in their riper
age, as they were in their childhood—liv-
ing as little toany of the purpofes of Rea-
fon, when it has gained its full ftrength,as
they did when it was weakeff. And, - -
deed, from the fame fource all thofe
vices proceed, which moft difturb and dit-
trefs the world,

When no pains are taken to corre our
bad inclinations, before they become con-
firmed and fixed in us; they acquire, &t
length, that power over us, from which
we have the worit to fear—we give way (0
them in the inflances where we 1%: plainef,
low grievoufly we mutt fuffer by aur com-

pliance—
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pliance==we know not how to refift them,
nowwithitanding the obvious ruin which
will be the confequence of our yielding to
tiiem,

[ don’t fay that a right education will be
2 beneficial, as a wrong one is hurtful : the
very beft may be difappointed of its pro-
per ofledls,

‘I'houy the tree you fet be put into an
exeddiea foil, and trained and pruned by
the ki'fulleflt hand ; you are not, however,
fure of its thriving: vermin may deflioy
Al veur hopes frou it.

When the utmoit care has been taken to
fend a young man into the world well
principled, and fully apprifed of the reafon-
AHendds of a religious and virtwous Il
he sy yet, far fiom boing temptation proof
—he even then may tall, may fall into
t'ewonl hoth of principles and pralices;
arlheas very likely todo fo, in the phice
vhere you are, 3f e will affciate with
ot v fpeak as ficely as they adt; and
vio foem to think, thit their underfland-
1o would be fels advantageoudly thewn,
vty ot to ufe it in defence of their
Vo

1 atwe miy be known by our compa-
mo, o A truth become proverbual. The
o Lowe have to ferve may, indeed, occa-
fon s to be often with the perfon-, whom
s by no means refemble; or, the place,
novineh we are fettled, keeping us at a
wewdiftance from others, if we will con-
veife at all, it muft be with fome, whofe
mamers we leaft approve.  But when we
Fve our choice—when no valuable 1-tereft
© promoted by affociating with the cor-
tupt—when, if we Like the company of
tic wife and confiderate, we may have it;
tatwe then court the one, and (hun the
O[hcn feems as full a proof, as we can well
ive, that, if we avoid vice, it is not {rom
the fenfe we have of the amiablenefs of
virt e,

1ad Ta large colleion of books, and
never looked into any that treated on
£rave and ufeful fubjects, that would con-
tnbute to make me wifer or better; but
took thofe frequently, and thofe only, into
My hands, that would raife my langhter,
or that would merely amufe me, or that
" oulq give me loofe and impure id=as, or
that inculeated atheiftical or fceptical no-
1ions, or that were filled with feurrility and
invedlive, and therefore could only ferve
® gratify my fpleen and ill-naturc; they,
“ho knew this to be my pradtice, mu,
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certainly, form a very unfavourable opi-
nion of my capacity, or of my morals, If
nature had given me a good underflanding,
and much of my time pafled in reading:
were I to read nothing but what was tii-
fling, it would fpoil that anderltanding, it
would make me a Tiifler: and though
tormed with commendable difpofitions, or
with none very blameable; yet if my fu-
wvourite anthors were—/fuch as encouraged
me to make the mott of the prefiemt bour;
not to look beyond i, to tafte cvery plea-
fure that offered itfelf, to forego no ad-
vantage, that I could obtainemfich as pave
vice nothing to fear, nor virtue any thing
to hope, in 2 future flate; you would nor,
I am fuie, proncunce otherwife of thole
writers, than that they would hurt my na-
tural difpofition, and carry me fengths of
£ edty which I fhould not have gone, with.-
aut this encouragement to it,

Nor can it be allowed, that readine
wrong things would thus aftett me, but it
muft be adiniteed, that bearing them would
not do it lefs.  Borh full under the head
of Converfationy we fuly apply that term
alike to barh: and we may be faid, with
equal propriety, to converte with books,
and to converfe with men.  The impref-
fion, indeed, made on us by what we
hear, is, ufuilly, much ftronger thin
that reccived by us from what we read,
"That which paffes in our ufual inter-
courfe is liftened to, without fatiguing
us: each, then, taking his turn in {peak-
ing, our attention is kept awake: we mind
throughout what is faid, while we areat
liberty to exprefs our own fentim=nts of it,
to confirm it, or to improve upon it, or to
object to it, or to hear any part of it re-
peated, or to afk what queftions we pleafe
concerning it

Difcomie is an application to our eyes,
as well as ears; and the one organ is herc
fo far afliltant to the other, that it greatly
increafcs the force of what is tranfmitted
to our minds by it. The airand ation of
the f{peaker gives no fmall importance to
his words : the very tone of his voice adds
weight to his reafoning; and occafions that
to be attended to throughout, which, had
it come to us from the pen or the prefs,
we fhould have been aflecp, before we had
read half of it,

That bad companions will make us as
bad as themfelves, [ don't afirm, When
we are not kept from their vices by our
principles, we may be fo by our conflitu-

H tion
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tion; we may be lefs profigate than they
are, by being more cowardly ; but what [
advance as cerran is, ‘I'hat we cannot be
ffe among them—taat they willy 1n fome
degiee, and may in a very great one, huie
our morals, You may not, perhaps, be
unwilling o have a diftinét view of the
reafon, upon which T aflert this.

[ will enter upon them in my next,

I'was going to write adieu, when it
came into my thoughts, that though you
may not be a flranger to the much cen-
fur~d duttrine of our countryman Pelagins
—a flranzer to his having denied o0 ginal
fin; vou muy, pethaps, have never heard
how he accounted tor the depravity, fo
manifeft in the whole of our race—He af-
cribed Qi to Gmetation.  Had he faid, that
imitatien makes fome of us very bad, ard
mo't ot us worfe than we otherwife thould
have been; [ think he would not have
palied for an herctic, Dean Bilron,

§121. Lerrer IL
Sir,

T promifed you, that you fhould have the
reafons, why | think that there is great dan-
ger of your being hurt by vitious acquaint-
ance, ‘L'he firit thine | have here to pro-
pofe to your confideration is, what | juit
mentioned at the clofe of my laft—our
aptnefs to initate.

For many years of our life we are form-
ing ourfelves upon what we obferve in
thofe about ws. We do not only learn
their phrafe, but their manners.  You per-
ccive among whom we were educated, not
more plainly by our idiom, than by our
behaviour. - The cottage offers you a
brood, with all the rutticity and favagencfs
of its grown inhabitants.  The civility
and courtefy, which, in a well-ordered fa-
mily, are conftantly feen by its ycunger
members, fail not to influence their 5
gortment; and will, whatever their natural

rutality may bz, dipofe them to check its

appearance, and exprefs an  averfenefs
from what is rude and difguftipg. Let
the defcendant of the meancit b placed,
from his infancy, where he perceives
every one mindful of decorum ; the marks
uf his extradtion are foon obliterated ; at
leaft, his carriage does not difcover it:
and were the heir of his Grace to be con-
tinually in the kitchen or itables, you
would foon only know the young Lord by
his cloaths and title: in other refpects,
you would judge him the fon of the groom
or the fcullion,
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Nor is the difpofition to imitate confined
to our childhood; when this is paft, and
the man is to fhew himfelf, he takes his
colours, if I may fo fpeak, from thofe he
is near—he copies their appearance—he
feldom is, what the ufe of his reafon, or
what his own inclinations, would make
him.

Are the opinions of the generality, in
moft points, any other, than what they
hear advanced by this or that perfon high
in their efteem, and whofe judgment they
will not allow themfelves to queltion? You
well know, that onc could not lately go
into company, bat the firft thing faid was
—You have, undoubtedly, read——What
an excellent performance itis! The fine
jmagination of its noble author difcovers
wiclt in every line.  Asfoon as this noble
author ferioully difowned it, all the admi-
ration of it was atan end. Its merit, with
thofe who had moft commended it, ap-
peared to be wholly the name of its fup-
pofed writer. Thus we find it through-
out. Itis notabat is written, or faid, or
acted, that we examine; and approve or
condemn, as it is, in itfelf, good or bad:
Our concern is, who writet, who favs, ov
does 1t; and we, accordingly, regard, or
ditiegard it .

Lok round the kingdom. Thereis,
perhaps, fearce a village in it, where the
ferioutnefs or diffolutenefs of the Squire, if
ot quite a driveller, is not more or leis
fecn in the manners of the reft of its wnhe-
bitants.  And he, who is thus a pattein,
takes his pattern—fafhions himfdf by fome
or other of a better eflate, or higher rank,
with whofe charatter he is pleafed, or
whom he fecks o recommend himfcif.

In what a thort fpace is a whole nation
metamorphofcd ! Fancy yourfelf in the
middle of the lal century. What grave
faces do you every where behold! The
moft diffolutely inclined fuffers not a liber-
tine expreflion to efcape him. He who
leaft regards the pracice of virtue, affumes
its appearance. . .

None claim, from their ftations, a pri-
vilege for their vices. The greatelt firan-
gers to the snfluence of religion obferve its
form. 'The foldier not only forbears an
oath, but reproves it; he may poffibly
make free wath your goods, as having
more grace than you, arl, therefore, 2
better title to them; but you have nothing
to fear from his lewdnefs, or drunken-
nefls.

The Royal Brothers at length lan%;
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The monarchy is reftored. How foon
then is a grave afpet denominated 2 pu-
rizanical; decorum, precifenefs; ferionf-
nef, fanaticifim! He, who cannot extin-
g /b in himfelf all fenfe of religion, is in-
du'trious to conceal his having any——appears
worfe than he és—would be thought to fa-
vour the crime, that he dares not commit.
‘I'ie lewdett converfation is the politcft.
No 1eprefentation pleafes, in which de-
cerey 1s confulted.  Eve.y favourite drama
has its hero or libertine—introduces the
maaiflrate, only to expofe him as a knave,
or + cuckold ; and the prictt, only to de-
fenbe him a profligate or hypocrite.

How much greater the power of fathion
is. than that of any laws, by whatfoever
penalues enforced, the experience of all
ares and nations concurs in teaching us.
We readily imitate, where we cannot be
contiatned to obey; and become by (x-
ample, what our rulers feek in vain to muke
U,
Sofar we may beall iuly ftyled players,
aswe all perioate—borrow our charac-
te—reprefent fome other—act a pritem
evhubit thofe who have been moft under
our notice, or whom we feck to pleute, or
with whom we are pleated.

As the Clamelcon, who iy hnown

Lo b verocolorsot o vn,

Eat bartows from bis noghbour™s hue

oo wlate o black, s green o blues
Antvass as mudh i ready hight,

Wirely credit pives him upon fight,

Aot the tanbow were i tal

Serded on umy and his hens male:

N the young Squie, when firgt e comes
Liom country fohool to Fia's on Tel's s
Andequalty, 1 trath, i fit

Eobe a fEtefman, ora wit;

Withiont ane notion of s own,

He faunters wildiy up and downs

Tulteme acquantance, good or bad,

Takes notice of 4 faring lad,

Adnute him 1n among the gang;

1 hey jett, reply, difpute, hatangue s
He 4@ and ralks as they befriend um,
Smear'd with the colours which they lend him.
Thus, merely, as Ius fortune chances,

Ls menit or lus vice advances. Prior.

Dean Bolton.

§122. Lerrsenr IIL
Sir, ‘

My laft endcavounred to thew you, how
aptwe are to imitate, Let me now defire
You to confider the difpofition you will be
under to recommend yourfelf to thofe,

whofe company you defire, or would not
decline,
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Converfation, like marriage, muft have
confent cf parties. There is no being in«
timate with him, who will not be fo with
you; and in order to contratt or fupport
an intimacy, you muft give the pleaior:,
which you would receive, Thisis a trath,
that ever{ man’s experience muit frrce
him to acknowledge: we arc fure to feck
in vaina familiarity with any, who have
no interefi to ferve by us, if we diregard
their humour.

In courts, indecd, where the art of
pleafing is more fudied than ir is clfe«
where, you fee people more devteroully
accommodating thicmielves to the turn of
thofe, for whofe favour they with; but,
wherever you go, you almott conflamtly
pereeive the fame end pur ued by the fame
meas, thoush there may not be the fume
adioimels in applying them, What a
prout have you 1n your own neighbeuts
hood, how efle¢tual thefe meansae !

Did you ever hear Chorle et il a2 good
flory—make a fliewd oblervator—diop
an cxprefion, which bordered eithes on wit
or humour? Yet he is welcome to all
tables—he is much with thofe, who have
wit, who have humour, who are, 1eally,
men of abilities.  Whence is this, bat frem
the approbation he fhews of whatever
ples? A floiy he cannot s/, but e has
a Laughin readinels for every one he Jears :
by his admitation of wit, he fupplics the
want of it; and they, who have rapacity,
find no obje¢tion to the meannefs of A,
whil®t he appears always to think as they
do. Few have their looks and tempers fo
much at command as this man: and few,
thercfore, are fo happv in recommending
themfelves; but as in Lis away of doing it,
there is, obvioufly, the greateft likelikood
of fuccefs, we may be fure that it will be
the wvay gencrally taken.

Some, 1 grant, you meet with, who by
their endeavours, on all occafions, to fhew
afuperior difcernment, may feem to think,
that to gain the favour of any one, he muft
be brought to their fentiments, rather than
they adopt his; but 1 fear thefe perfons
will be found only giving too clear a proof,
either how abfurdly felf-conccit fometimes
operates, or. how much knowledge there
may be, where there is very little common
fenfe.

Did 1, in defcribing the creature called
Man, reprefent hith as having, in propor-
tion t¢ his bulk, more brains than any
other animal we know of; I fhould nuc
think this defcription falfe, though it c0u'!:l
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be proved that Zuwe of the fpecies had
fearce asy brains at 2l

iLven whers favowr is vot paiticularly
feages, the very clvibiy, in Sicho e, who
woud e regarded as v bictman, is
never wanting, muft render him unwiiling

to aicw the moft jult dilapprobation of

what Lis comparions agice mn alting, or
commerding.  He is by nomeans to give
dilg i, ard, therefore, when he hears the
w o prciples vindicatel, and the beft
ri «oled; or when he fecs what ought to
P noatter of the grears fhame, done with-
wul ary 5 he is 10 acquicfce, he s to fhew
0 teler, thatwhat pades is acall oifenfive
to Lin,

Cenfider yourfelf then in either of thfe
fitwations—defirous to engage the favour
of the bud man, into whole company you
are adinitted=—or, ouly unwillimg to be
thouglht by lum dificientin good manners;
and, T thirk, you will plainly fte the dap-
ger you fhow'd appicicad fiom him—tue
hikcdhibcod  there is, that yeuo fhould at
length lofe the abbirience of his crimes,
which, when with him, you never ex-

refe,

Will you alk me, why It is not as prelae
lle~—that you fhonld seform vour vitious
acquaintauce, as that they fhould coriupt
you? Or, why may [ not as well fuppofe
—that they will avoid {peaking and attir g
what will give youottence, as tirat you will
be averfe tiem giving them any—that they
wiil confult your inclinations, as that ycu
will thaus?

T'o aveid the length, whichwillte equal-
Iv difagrecable to both of us, 1 will only
anfwer—Do you know any inflance, which
cm induce you to think this pred.iie s
Aienot you appi‘ed of many mflances,
that greatly weaken the probability of
i?

The vaft difproporticn, which there is
Letween the numbers of the forious and the
diflolute, is fo notorious, as to render it
unqueilionable——that the influence of the
Latter far exceeds the influence of the for-
mer—that a vitious man is much more
likely to corrupt a virtuous, than to be re-
tormed by him.

An anfwer of the fime kind I fhould
have judged fatisfatory; if, with refpet
to what 1 had urged in my former letter,

ou queftioned me—why the readinefs to
imitate thofe, with whom we are much
converfant, might not as jultly encourage
you to bepe, when you aflociated with the
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lefs fober, that they might be won to vone
regularity, as occafion you to frar, thay
you fhould be brought to join in their ey.
ceflis? The good have been for fo lony
a fprce lofing ground among us, and the
bad gainmg 1t; and thefe are now beco ne
fuch a prodigious multitude ; that it is un-
(](‘ni-lhﬁ', how much more apt we are ta
form owrfelves on the manners of thofe,
who difiegad their duty, than on their,,
who are auentive to it.

Yoa will here be pleafed to remark, th~t
[ 'do not confider you as fetting out with
any reforming view s—as converfing with
the snme,aly in order to difpofe them to
teaforable purfuits; but that [ enly apply
to vou, as induced to affociate with them
fiom the cafinefs of their temper, or the
plealintry of their humour, or your com-
mon Literary puriuits, or their full in fome
of your favowite amufements, or on fome
fuch-like account: and then, what | have
()l)i('r\ ed m.Ly not .lp“(‘ﬂl’ aw ('.lk :lrgUln<‘nt.
that they are much more 1 kely to hort
you, than yeuaie to benefit them.

I will dofe my argument and my letter,
witha paflage from a very good hiftorian,
whic i how you the fenfe of one of the
ablatb ord ¢ ancent legiflators on my pre-
fere fnbjedt.

"U'his wiiter, mentioning the Jaws which
Charenias AN the Thoracs, f.l) o= e
s onaded a law with reference to an ¢34/,
« on which former liwgivers had not ani-
madverted, that of keepimg bad comga-
« ny. As he conceived that the morals
« of the goed wore fometimes quite ruin-
cd by their difielete acquaintance—that
viez was apt, like an iofechous difeate,
10 {pread itfdf, ard to extend it centa-
gon even to the beit diipoied of our
fpecies.  In oider to prevent this mif-
chiif, he exprefily cujoined, that none
theuld engage in any intimacy or fami-
liarity with immoral petfons—he ap-
peinted that an accufation might he
exhibited for keeping bad company,
and laid a heavy hae on fuch as were
convitted of it.”

Remember Charendus, when you are dif-
pofed to cenfure the caution fuggefted by,
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Dear Siw,
Yours, &c.
Dean Bolton.
§123. Lerrer 1V.
Siwr,

Sir Francis Walfinglam, in a Icttch to
I
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§le. Autlony Bacon, then a very voung
mn, and on his travels, expreffes himfelf
thus— The danger is great that we arc
{abyett to, in lyg in the company of
< the worfer fort. In natural dedies, evil
S wre avoided, and infeion (hunned
of them, that have any regard to their
o heath, There is not fo probable u vea-
« ;¢ fur the cerruptions, that may grow
11 Lo mind of one, fiom the mad of an-
“ "

i 1, but the danger 1s far greater, and

e ety we fee, more freguent. for

o e namber of evil-difpofed in mind is

« aicater than the number of fick i bo-

dvee..Though the well-difpofed will
« 1 m-in Hine good pace withoat corrup-
“ Gon, vet £ e, |lenow not how, worketh
awoand e Mmoo Whidh weaknefs
woad 0, oond bered, and eafinels of rature,
“apriobe deccived, looked into; they do
« bet proade for themfelves, that fiparate

¢ tleyel ey as far as they can, from the
“ bal, and draw as nigh to the good, as
“ by wny pojibility thev can attain to.”

To what I have already faid, in proof
th t we thould thus feparate ourfelves, 1
0 now add two farther reafons for our
Comeat. 1.1 he wiong inclinations, the
p e of o violate fure or other part of
our duty, which we all find in ourfelves.
2. T power which cultomn hath, to
reconule us to what we, at fuft, moit
droade .

Need 1 tell you, that our natural depra-
wity s not only beea the theme of chrif-
tan wiiters; but that the moft eminent
heathen authors, pocts, hiftorians, philofo-
phers, in in conleffing it?

~Where, alas! is the man, who has not
his wrong tendencies to lament? Whom
do you know able to conceal them, to pre-
:cn:?a clear difcovery of them in is prac-
ice?

According as we are liable to at amifs,
w2, certainly, maft be in more or lefs dan-
g-r from aiociating with thofe, who cither
w1 ok to draw us into guilt—or will
€ountenance us in it—or will diminifh our
iwrreace of it. - Some danger from fuch
comp.ny there muft beeven to him, whofe
micinations are leaft faulty; fince they may

¢ made worfe—they may produce bad
adlions, the repetition of wiich would
f\frm bad habits; and nothing could be fo
lizely to heighten any depravity of difpo-
fition, and carry it to the moft fatal lengths
of mifcondud, as a familiarity with thofe
%o have no dread of guilt, or none that

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS,

1ot

reftrains them from complying with the
temptations they mect with to guilt.

You may, perhaps, think, that you could

be in no danger from any companion, to
whofe excefles you found ot yourfelf
the leaft propenfity : but b:leve me, my
fiicnd, this would by no means warrant
your fat.ty,
_ 'Thoug’s fuch a cempanion might not
induce you to offend m the very fome way,
that he dotn, he would, probably, make
you the o ronder, that you otherwife never
would have been, 1 he duld not bring you
to conforn to his practics, would ke not
be hkdly to infinuate his principles? His
difyepard o frs dwry would tend to render
you m Jiferent oy and, while he let-
foned your general regaid to vistue, he
might make you a very bad man, thous't
you thould continue wholly to avoid s
particular crimes.

The unconcernednefs, with which he
gave his word inclinations their feope,
could hardly be day afier day obferved,
without making you lefs folicitous to re-
frain your own wrong tendencics, and
ftrongly urging you to a compliance with
them.

2. The danger there is in converfing
with the immoral wall be yet more appa-
rent 5 ifyou will, next, attend to the power
of cultonn in reconcilimg us to that, which
we, at hst, moit dieaded,

Whence s it, that veteran tfoops face
an ¢nemy, withh almoft as little concern as
they perform their exercile? ‘I'he man of
the greatell courage among them felt, pro-
bably, in the firft battlc wherein he was, a
terror that required all his courage to fur-
mount. Nor was this terror, afterwards,
overcome by him, but by degrees; cvery
fucceeding engagement abated it: the of-
tener he fought, the lefs he feared: by
being habituated to danger, he learned, at
length, to defpife it.

An ordinary fwell of the ocean alarms
the youth who has never before bzeh upon
it: but he, wholc fears are now ranied,
when there is nothing that ought to excitc
them, becomes foon without azy, cven
when in a fituation, that might judly dif-
may him; he is calm, when the ftorm is
moit violent; and difcovers no umealy ap-
prehenfions, while the veflel, in which he
fails, is barely not finking. .

You canngt, I am perﬁmdcd. vr_ﬁ: an
hofpital—furvey the variety of diftrefs
there—hear the complaints of tac fick—

Hj fee
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fee the fores of the wounded, without be-
ing yourfcli in pain, and a fhaier of their
fulrmngs,

"T'he contant attendants on thefe poor
wietches have no fuch concern: with dif-
politions not lefs haruane than yoms, they
do not teel the emotions, that you weuld
be under, at this feene of nifery; their
foequent view b it has recoaaled them 1o
Jle=has heen the cawie, that there minds
are no otherwiie altectad by g, than yours
1+ by the objedls ordianily be tore you.

From how many other indances aight
jthe thewn, thatthe things, waoich, at thear
tit apperance, fliike us with the greateft
teor, no fooner become familing than
vy cofe to difcompofe us? Let, there-
fo.c, our education have been the careful.
Ieit and wifell; let there have been ufed
tierein all the means likeliedl to fix in us
an abhorience of vice s we, yet, cannot be
{frequently among thofe, who Alow them-
1 lves inat, and have as tew cruples about
the concealment of any cnime they we dit-
paded 1o, as about 1t commifliog, without
boj o icwith abundandy lets uucatinels
than ws il view oceakioned us.

Wit fobelield; whenwhatis very
Vi o more thecks we—is vo lorger
i, hly vatafive to us s the natural and ne-
coiny progretsis to a fll farth -1 abates
m st ok our avadion from it and what is
ot to.ce caeugh to conquer a thong didlike,
vy be reatonably concluded well able o
Gleat foe degree of apprabavon. How
g this thall proceed, will, wdecd, depend,
i a gocd mealure, upon our temper, upon
wue conttitutional tendencies, upon our
circumilances : but twdly we are become
bad enough, when itis not the confideration
ol what 15 amifs in any practice, that with-
holds us from it—when we only wvoid it,
b ¢ ufv it is vot agrecable to our humour ;
oz, becwfe the law punithes ity or becaufe
it iuterferes with fome other crinunal gia-
titication, which better pleafes us.

I begun this with an extrat from a
letter of Walfagham: 1 will end it with
aae fiom a lewer of Grotas, when am-
batiadar in France, to his biother, concern-
ing Lis fon, whom he had yecommended
to that gentleman’s care,

Atwr having exprefied his withes, that
the voong maninight be formed a complete
wdvocate, he concludes thus==*¢ Above gl
¢ things | irtreat you to cultivate thole
¢ feeds of knowledgc, fown by me in him,
¢ which are productive of piety; and to
 recommend to him, for cempaniens,
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« fuch perfons as are themfelves careful to
« make a proficicncy therein.”
- Gror. Ep. 426,
Dean Bolton,

§124. LeET1RR V.

Siw, -

When T ended my lalt, T continued in
my chair, thinking of the ofyectzons which
might be made to whot I had wiitien to
you. ‘Ihe following then‘occuried to me.

"I'hat, when we arc in pofleflion of tiuth,
fiota fair examination and full cvidence,
there can be very little danger of our being
induced to quit it, either by repeatedly
hearime the weak objections of any to i,
or by remarking them to act as wiongly
thev arguc—"That, as in mathemanics the
propofition, which we had once damon-
firated, would always have our aitent,
whomfoever we heard cavilling at i, or
ridiculing our judgment concgring itz fo
in morals, when once a due confideraiion of
the cffential and unchangeable ditterenc. s
ot things Lith rendered us certain of what
is aight and our duty; we can never be
wode lefs certain thereof, witever crroi,
in judgment or practice, we may daly (b
ferve in our aflociates, or daily hear thin
abfuid enough to defend—"T'hat, when we
not ouly planly percerve the practice of
viitue to be moft becoming us-—to be
what the nature and teafon of things re-
quire of u 5 but actuly fiod, hkewiiv, the
fausfattion which it affords, the toid plea-
fure which » its infeparable attendant;
there can Le wo more ground o fup fofe, that
our having continually before us the follies
and vices of any would lead us to depart
from what we know to be 4ttet, and have
cxperienced to be beft for us, than there
can be to éelreve, that a man in his wits
would leave the food, which his judgment
approved and his palate relithed, for ane
other fort, which he faw, indeed, pleafing
to his companrons, but which he was cer-
tain would poifon them.

How little weight there isin this kind of
arguing, | think every one might be con-
viacea, who would attend to his own prac-
tice, wha would contider the uumereus in-
Jtances in which he cannot but condemn it
~in which he cannot but acknowledge 1t
contrary to what his prefent welfare re-
quires 1t thould be.

Let us think the moft juftly of our duty,
and thun, with the greatelt care, all who
would countenance us in a dsparture from
it; we ftill thall §nd that departure teo fre-

quend
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gumt—we fhall cxperience it fo, even when
1t is truly lamented; and when, to avoid
it, 1> both our with and our endeavour.
And if the influence of truth may receive
{uch hindrance from our satural depravity,
tom this depravty, even when we have
kept out of the way of all, who would en-
coarage us to favour it, there, furely, muft
hean high degree of probability, that we
{1l be lefs mindful of our obiigations,
wien we are not only prompted by our
own appetites to violate them, but moved
thereto by the counfel and example of thofe
whofe converfation beft pleafes us; and
viofe opinions and aions will, therefore,
come with a mose than ordinary recom-
mendition to u-,

Tae aflent, which we give, upon fuffi-
cnt evidence, to meral traths, could no
more be unfettled by ridicule and fophiitry,
than that which we aive to marhematical
taths, did our minds always retan the
fame duipofition with 1efpeét to the one,
thit they do, as to the other.

Wit regard to the latier, we are never
willing to be deceivel—we always ftand
ahte ule@ed towards them: our conwre-
£or ubout them was obtuned, e fi?, upon
i grounds, as muft a/<cays remain our
luducoments to preferve 1tz no luft could
begivab d, no intereft ferved, by its atting
lets rorcibly upon us: In its defence the
credit of our underftanding is greatly con-
crmed. And how vain mutt ridicule and
foinflry be neceffarily thought, where
tiai only aim is, that we thould acknow-
l2dge a (uperior difcernment in thofe per-
fous, whote oppofition increafes our con-
tampt of their sgnoranc:, by making a
piner difcovery of it?

As for moral truths, they are often
difigrecable to us—When we have had
the tulleit cvrdence of them, we want not,
¢ ccafionally, the inclination to overlook it :
It, under jime circumflances, we are ready
W acknowledge is force; there are ofbers,
‘aen we will not give it any attention.
lizie fancy and hope interpofe : a govern-

i} paffion allows us only a faint view of,

9t wholly diverts our notice from, whatever
thould be our jnducement to reftrain it;
and futfers us to dwell on nothing but what
“ull jutify, or excufe, us in giving way to
1. Our reluQtance to admit, that we have
rt"’" Judged as we ought to have done, is
“rangely abated, when we thereby are fet
athiberty to aut as we pleafe.

When the endeavour is to laugh us, or
' argus us, out of thofe principles that
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we, with much s/f-demial adhere to; we
fhall but feebly oppofeits fuccefs. lic has
a ftrong party on his fide within our bu-
foms, who feeks to make us quit openiras,
which are fill controuling our aper uns
If we are not fecure from atlivg contrary
to our d.ry, what cogent proofs loever we
have of its being fuch, and what sati.fac-
tion fuever we have had m it difchage;
we are highly concemed to avod every
tempration 10 offend: and it, undoubtedly,
is 1 very flions one, to hear continually
what s likelieft to remove the tear of in-
dulying our appeutes; and continunlly to
Jee, that they who apply 10 us a# as they
aduifi—allow themfelves in the liberties,
they would haveus to take; and are under
nome of the checks, which tuey prompt us
to throw off.

Though what we did not relith, and
what we thought would fpeedily deltroy
us, we might not e, when our crmpaniors
fhewed themfclves tond of it, and prfied
us to taltc it; yet, if we apprchended no
immediate danger irom their meal—if we
were eye-witneiles of its being attended
with n: re—if they were continuuly expredl=
ing their high delght init, and repeatieg
theiv aflurances, that all, either our mafs
ference towards, or difreliih of 11, was only
fsom prejudice ard prepofleflion s we, very
probably, theuld at length yicld, and quit
both our difguit of thewr repat. and our
dread of its confequences. And if this
might enfue, when we were wvited to
partake of that, which was lefs agrecable
to our palates, what fhould be feared,
when our company tempted us to that,
which we could be pleafed with, and were
only withheld from by fuch an apprebenfion
of danger, as nothing could fooner remove,
than our obferving tiofe, with whom we
moft converfed, to %c without it?

Reafon is, certainly, always on the fide
of duty. Nor is there, peihaps, any man,
who, when he ferioufly confiders what is
beit for him to do, will not purpofc to ¢o
that, which is right. But, fince we can
a& without confideration in the molt im-
portant articles, and nothing is lels Itkely
1o be confidered, that what we find quite
cuftomary with others—ihat we fee them
aét without remorfe or feruple; when we
are, day after day, eyc-witneies of our
aflociates allowing themfelves in a wrong;
pradtice, perfifting in it without cxpr fing
the leaft dread of its confequences ; it 15 as
abfurd to think, that our moral feciing
fhould not be injured thereby, as it is to

Hj fuppofe,
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fuppofe, that our hands would preferve the
fame foftnefs, when they had been for
yeurs accuftomed to the oar, wirch they
had when they frit ook 1t up; or, that
hatd labour would affect us as much when
inured to it, as when we entered upon it

1 will, for the preivnt, take my leave of
you with an Jralas proverb, and an Lng-
lefiy one exa@ly anlwerable to it——

© Duss con ot ccar, fopro thel che fais
Tell we with whom thou goelt, and Uil
tell thee what thou doell.
Dean Deltan.
§u1zg. Lerrer VL
Sir,

[ know not what T can add on the pre-
fent (ubjed of our cortefpondence, that imay
be of greater fervice to you than the fol-
Jowing fhort relation.—I may not, indeed,
bz exadt in every particular of it, becaule
T was not at all acquainted with the yenrle-
maty whom it concerns 5 and becanfe many
years hive pafled fince Irccaned an uc-
count of /o : butas my inform.ition came
fron perdons, on wiofe vaecity I could
depend, amd 25 what they told me much
avcéted me when Fheard 1ty and has, fince,
been very olen in my thoaghts; T feur
that the melancholy defaiiption, which
you will here have of human frailty, Js
but too true in every thing material
therem,

At the firlt appearance of in
town, nothing, perhaps, was moie the
topic of converfation, than his merit, He
had read much: what he had read, as it
was oa the molt ufetul fubjedls, (o he was
thotouphly mafler of it; pave an cyadt
account of i, and made very wiie reflee-
vons upon it. . Dunng his long rcfidence
at a diftance from our metropolis, he had
met with £, 0 whom he was not greatly
fuperior, both in capacity and attamments:
yet this had netin the Jeat dipofed him to
dictate, w0 be potinve ard alining, to
treat any wich contempt or neglect,

e was obhging to all, who came near
him; talked on the fubjedts which they
bett underitood, and which would be like-
lieit to induce them to take their full thare
of the converfation.

‘They, who had fpent every winter near
the cawr?, fiw nothing in his behaviour,
that fhew’d how far he had lived from it
—nothing which was lefs fuitable to any
civility, that could be learned in .z,

His manners were only lefs courtly, in

their fimplicity and purity, He did nes,
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often, dire@ly reprove the Lbertine difeourfe
of his equals; but would recommend him.
felf to none, by cxprefling the flighteft
approbation of jfich difrourje: He jhen'd
it did not pleafe him, though he declined
Jaying fo.

He forbore that invetive againft the
manrers of the age, which could only it
tates ard thougnt that, at his years, the
fitdl cenfure he could pafs on them, would
Le to aveid them, Tt fcemed, indeed, his
perticolar care, that ke might not Le re-
profonted either as a bigot, er & cyme;
bie yet, as he knew how to detend hus
prcrples, fo he fhew’d himfelt, on every
proper occafion, nether afraid nor athamed
to cngage mtherr defence. )

115 converfation was among perfins of
his own rank, only fo tiras decorum re.
quited it fhould be: tler favourite topics
were fo hude to his tafte, that his lafe-e
hours, where he could bave his chowee,
were pafled among thote, who had the
moft learming and virtue, and, whether
dillinguifhed. or not, by their anceileis
worth, would be fu by theirown. )

e had high notions of his duty to his
ceuntry 3 but having feen what fulf irte-
reltednefs, at lergeh, fhew'd itieli, where
he had beard the {rongelt profetives of
patriotifm, it made him very cavtiow
with whom he engaged, and uatrerly aserie
fiom determining of any as friends to the
rublic, merely becaufe they were oppoicis
ot the court.

No one judged more rightly of the hurt
that muft ¢nfue, from irteligion {preading
itfelf among the common people; ard,s
thercfore, where his cxample was molt re-
marked, and could be mott efficacious, ke
took particular care, that it fhould promote
a jult reverence of the Deity.

I'hus did./. 4. tevout in the \\(Arlc‘,f\nd
thus behaved, tor fume years, notwith-
fanding the bad examples he had every
whete before. him, among thofe of his own,
fiation.  1n one of the accomplifhments of
a gentleman (though, furely, one of the
very meaneft of them) he was thought 10
oxcels and many fine fpeeches were made
him upon that ‘account. They were but
too much regarded by him; and, gradu-
ally, drew him often into the company that
he” would have defpifed, had he heard lefs
of his own praife in it. The complimen’s
fo repeatedly paid him by the trivolous
reconciled him, at length, to them. As
his attachment to them got ground, his
ferioufnefs loft it. The patriot was n:

mor
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more—The zeal he had for the morals of
L countrymen abated, ~——

‘I'he tiagical conclufion of his ftory, let
tiuie tell you, who would not feel that
concern at the relation of it which I fhould
do. this you certainly may learn from it
—['hat, a» the conftant dropping of water
woato away the hardett ftone, fo the conti-
vl jdratatians of the vitious are not to be
wi littcod by the firmefl mind—All, who
it the way of them, will be hurt by
tem—W hercfoever they are ufed, they
wit mike an impreflion=—te only 1s fecure
from their foree, who will not hazard its
b.ing tred upon him,

fnwhat you have hitherto received from
., L have mpued wholly trom your vwn
anteiniensy and endeavoured o {hew you,
tom th nee, the danger of having bad
compamons: See now your danger from
o dypeitions. And, firft, let thefe per-
fus be confidered, only, in general, as
j utal to their notions and practices, and
caget o detend them.

Whatever our puorfiafion or comduc? is,
we me ulually favourable to it; we have
oar plovtor 1t very fon of us can bear,
wita vy patience, tat it flould be judeed
ol The approbation of 1t 1 a
cempliment to our underftanding, that we
reene wita pleafure ;. and to cenfure 1t is
fuca a difparagement of us, as doth not
ful o ditguit us, I will not fay, there are
r.ve 1o be found, that give themfelves little
or o concesn who thinks or aéts as thry
<03 but 1t 1s certain, that, ordinarily, we are
deiizoustobe joined in the caufe we efpoufe
~—Weuare folicitous to vindicate and fpread
our opmions, and to have others take the
“wine courfes with us,  Should I allow you
t be as utent on this, as any of your ac-
4uantance are; yet, pray, confider what
boumay expedt, when you ftand alone, or
¥hen 4 majority isagaingt you=—=when each
“Ftaem relieves the other in an attack upon
VOU—when this attack is, day afier day,
_fff‘f-\‘\cd—\vhen your numeious opponents
Joinin - applauding, or itrengthening, or
thivenug their feveral objections to your
fatments; and in treating w hatever you
€ uige in your defence, as abfurd, or
" 23 und impertinent—when your peace
€in only be purchafed by your filence—
“hen you find, that there is no hope of
lf"“g'“g thofe you delight to be with into
Yo opinions, that they confirm each other
1n oppofition to you, and that you can only

¢ agreeable to them, by adopting their
maxums, and conforming to their manners,

It is next 1o be confidercd, what you
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may fear from an intimacv with the im-
motal, when they muft look upon them-
felves to be reproached by fuch of their
acquaintange, as will not corcur with them
in their evcefles. 'They cannot but do
this; becaufe all who feck either to make
themalter their manners, orto weakentheir
influence upon others, charge them with
whatis, really, the Lichett reproachto them ;
and becaufe they are fenfible that the ar-
guments hkelicltto be ufed by any one for
his not complying with them, arc grounded
on the micluf of their condudt, oron ita
Sollye Regard thea yowfelf, as in_their
plice.  Refle@ how you would behave
towards the manw hofe opinion of you was,
thit you adted citier a very ciiminal, or ¢
very irprudenepart : reflect, 1 ay, how yot
would belnwve towards the perfon the
judging «f you, if you withed to pr-
ferve a fumiliwity with him, but yt
was refolved to perfiit in your notims
and prattice.  You, certainly, wold
tiy every method to temove his bi-
talle of them; you would colour uem
as ariccably as you poffibly could :yeu
would {pai - no pains 1o w eaken everrob-
jeetion he could haveto them—you wuld,
In your twin, attack his maxims and nan-
ners; you would feck to convine him
uponwhat fliniat gresuds he prefen. them
to yours—you would apply to evey ai-
fice, that could give them the apparance
of being Iufs defenfible, or tha could
incline him to overlook what nght be
wged in ther defence. o

And if this might naturally bduppofed
the part you would aét toward others;
you ought to expect that they, i the fame
circumilances, would behave alie towards
you. But can you think it pruent to let
them try, with what fuccefithey may
proceed ? Would not caution £ your moft
effettual fecurity > Would imot be the
wifelt method of providing foyour fafety,
to kecp out of the way of darer?

You are, furtler, to lookupon thofe,
from affociating with whor 1 would dif-
fuade you, as extremcly ficitous to be
kept in countenanse. Tk vitious well
know, to how many objefons their con-
duét is liable: they are ffible, to what
eftecm gocd morals are entied, what praye
they claim, and what b, 1n the moit
corrupt times, reccive. .

Virtue is fo much f¢ the intereft of
mankind, that there camever bea general
agreement, to deny all aner of applaufe
to the praftice of «: uch numbers are
made fulfcrers by a eparture from its

rules,
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ru'es, that there are few crimes, which
meet not v ith an extes ive cenfure,

You huve long fince b arwd e to be the

language ot pagaiafn 141t that

AL who Lot coniruy o what the
reafon ot things requircs—who do w hat
“ is hutful to themfelves or others, mult
 fland fel'-condempe! 2* and you cannot
vt ty be ditonacd, i what Tisht they
are feen Ly b de who do not fhare theie
_((u:lt. Tl enes vowr, therciore, of fuch
mea, while ticy are wihout anv purpofe
of amendment, will, ungueitionably, be, to
snake their ¢ i usipecic. as poflille, by
tng1ging wary mitsdctence; and tofilence
cenfure, by the danger, thi would wife
from the nunbers it would provoke.  “I'he
motives to this endcavous, when duly
refletted on, wail fully fatisfy us, with what
zeal it mufl be accompanicd; and it muay
vell, thereiore, alarm all, on whom its
pwer is licely to be tricd—may well in-
dice them to confider {viioully, what they
hve to tear from it, how much their
vitue may fuffer by it

will ceaclude this with a thort ftory of
the Poet Dunce, for which Bayle quotes
Petarch,  Among other vilits made by
Dace, afier bis banithment from Il o,
oue was to tie then much-famed Can,
Prine of Ferona.

Ca treated him, at firlt, with great
civiliv; but this did not lat: and by the
litle omplaifance at length fhewn the
Pact, ¢ plainly perceived that he ceafed
to be a acceptable gueft,

Schaurs, it feems, were not Can’s fa-
vourite:—li¢ liked thofe much better, who
fludivd + divert him: and ribaldry was
by no min; the dicourfe that leaft pleated
him.  Sipeeting that this did not raife
Dante’s oinion of him, he one day took
occafion y fingle out the moft obnoxious
of the libetine crew, that he entertained;
and, afterhigh praifes given the man,
turning to)aate, he faid, 1 awonder how it
is, that thimad fellow is efsved by us all,
as giving uthe pleafure which, really, we
do not find s your company, wife as you
are thought » be, )

Sir, anfwied the Poet, you would not
wwarder at thi. if-you contidered, that our
love of any -oceeds fiom their manners
being fuitable, nd their ditpofitions fimilar,

o«

to our own. Dean Bolton,
§ 126.LeTrsr VIL
Sig,

I have but o thing more to propole

to your canfideruon, as a difiuafive from
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affociating with the vitious; and it jgem
The way, in which they, ordinarily, feck
to corrupt thote, with whom they con.
verfe,

The Zgzie of the immoral contributes
but httde to incicafe their numbers, in
comparifon of what they efivét by raillery
and ridicn’e, This is there fremgih; they
are fenfivle of its being fo; and you may
be affured that it will be exerted agand
youa. ‘Luere 15 nothing that canuat e
jelted with; and there 1 nothung that we,
univeifally, bear worfe, thin o be made
the jeit of any.

What redoning on meral fubj & may
not have its force evaded by a mun or
wit and humour; and reccive a tuin, that
fhall maduce the lefs confiderate to figee
it, as weak and inconclufive?  The moll
becoming pratice~that which is motour
duty, and the importance of which to our
prefent wellare 1s molt evident, a hvely
tancy eafily places in a ridiculous view,
and thereby brings it iuto an utter neg-
lect.

"I'hat 1everence of the Deity, which the
beft both ancient and modcra writers lve
fo thongly recommended——which thewor-
thieit men in every age have o ¢ refully
exprefied—wiich any obfcrvation of na-
tu.e, an)’ Jlt(kll[i()ﬂ to our own “'JHTC',
fails not to inculeate, is yet, by boag
reprefented under the garb of fupes ivon
or fanuicifm, feen among us to fuch
difadvantage, that many, our military
gentlemen  efpecially, appear to take a
pride in fhewing themfclves divefted ofit.

Conjugal fidelity, though of fuch mo-
ment to the peace of families—to their
intereli—to the profperitv of the com-
monwealth, that, by the luws of the wifct
and beft regulated ftates, the feverctt
punithment has been inflited on the vio-
lation of it, is, neverthelefls, by the levity,
with which fome have treated it, fo much,
at prefent, flighted, that the adulterer is
well received : Women, who would think
it the grofleft affront to have their virte

ucttioned, who affe&t the chara&ter of the
ari&cfl obfervers of decorum, ihun Aim
not—=fhew bim the utmoft complaifance.
Whatever difhonour, in this cafe, falls on
any, it accrues wholly to the injured
perfon.

Can you affign 2 better reafon, why the
intemperate, among the meaner people,
have fo prodigioufly increafed their num-
bers, than the banter they ufe towardsfuch
as they meet with difpofed to fobriety,—
the mockery, with which they treat u,l;.
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tae fongs and catches, with which they are
o plentifully pravided, ia derifion of it ?

] canaot give you the very terms of
Lord Shafecfborys as [ have not his works;
but | think 1 may be certain that there is an
obfervation in them to this effe¢t— [hat,
hud the enemies to Chriftianity expoicd
its fintt profeflors, not to wild beatts, but
tothule, their endeavours to flop its
« proareis might have had very differant
g i fiom what they evpenenced.”

Hif trewitof man been only concerned
in o fpreading that religaon, I belicve the
o duie well foundsd, Bat this fucce:s
cund o more have affected the truth of
that rdig ony than it leflons the worth of a
i thlic tprut, of honetty, of temperaice,
tatfo many have been laughed out of
thew—tut the jelt made of them has
weifoned then beng fo rare among us.

T'e author of the Beggar's Ofera gives
tie trae charafter of his Newgate tribe,
wenhe enkibits them ludicious on all
fretonces to virtue, and thus hardening
s otier an thair erimes. [t was the
f\‘ cfiectual means to knepup thar fpis
chr e aulr, and may wellbe i‘Ja‘.g';d
E et method of brivging others to
Leean,

o lhe Duke of Buckingham,” fays a
Hewner, @ had the art of tarming per-
" ionsor things into ndicule, beyond any
om o nﬂhc age. Hepoflefied the young
. Kiag [Chantes 11'} with very ill prin-
! \‘Iplcs..bolh as to religion a_m.( morality,
N and with a very mean opinion of his

futier, whofe flifnefs was, with him, a
“ fubjett of raillery.” It is elfewhere
tbierved, that, to make way for the ruin
“' the Lprgi Clarenden, « He often alted
. 3 mimicked him in the King's pre-

fuice, walking flately with a pair of
; d;;ows before him, tor the purfe, and
vy X\cllg'um carrying a fire-thovel on
. (0»“ of?ub cr, for the mace; \vn}} which
. anter and farce the King was

190 much delighted,”
. qbuch are the impreffions,
,“:a;;:‘_m of the beft things, and of the
o bl;:fn’ that may be made by burlefque
oy 0‘_?::::)} ;a'l hey can deitroy the effi-
Clnples uelt precepts, and the nobleft

plshc bl\lor;‘arch here fpoken of may, per-
vart o:‘ l: Ol}ght as ill-difpofed as the
mogred, ¢ hx: avounites; and rather hu.
Mde 30 Corrupted, by the fport they

<€ With all that s, ordinarily, held

s, W i i

cr¢ this admitted to be truc of

I
L
R

to the difpa-
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him—Were we to fuppofe Lis natural
dep mvitg not heightened by any thing tid
or done before him, in derifion of virtue
or the virtuous; yet the effects of his ing
accuftomed to fuch reprefentations may be
looked upon as extremely miichicions;
when we may, fo probably, wuibute to
them the loofe he {ra\'c to his natural
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depiavity—the litt'e decorum he obftrved

—that utter carclcbonels to five appear-
ances, whence fo much hutt enfucl o the
morals of his peeple, and whoeby he
occafioned fuch di tiaction in his atfars,
fo weakened his authority, fo entirely loft
the aflections of the bet of hus fubjetts;
and whence that he didnot experience fhill
worie confequences, may he wfiribed to a
concurrence of circamitances, in which
his prudence had no thare.

The weakucls of an argument mzy be
clearly fhewn—"The arts of the fophilter
may be detetted, and the fallacy of his
reafoning  demonftrated — To  the moft
fubtile objedtions there may be given fa-
tistactory anfwers: but there is no con-
fuung raillery—the acuteit logician would
be tlenced by a Meorry dudre e,

[t is to no manner of purpole thit we
have reafon on our fide, when the Lugh is
aodinit us: and how cafy is it, by playing
with our word.=by 1 quibble—by the
loweft juit, to excite that Lugh !

When the company is difpofed to atack
your principles with diollery, no plea for
them 1s attended to; the more feiions you
thew yourfulf in their defence, the more
fcope you give to the mirth of your oppo-
nents.

How well foever we have informed
ourfelves of the motives to a rizht con-
dud, thefe motives are not atiended to, as
often as we at: our ordinary praftice is
founded on the impreflion, that a former
confideration of them has made; which
impreflion is very liable to be weakencd—
wants frequently to be renewed in the fame
way, that it was at firft produced.

When we continually hear our virtue
banter'd as mere prejudice, and our no-
tions of honour and decorum treated, as
the fole effets of our pride being dexte.
roofly flattered—=When our piety is fre.
quently fubje®ing us to be deriled as
childil{ly timorous, or abfurdly fuperfti
tious; we foon know not how to perfuale
ourfelves, that we are not more fcrupulous
than we need to be ; we begin to_queflion,
whether, in fettling the extent of our obli-
gasionsy we have fufficiently confulted the

imperfellions
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imperfeiions of our nature—whether our
Judgment is without its bias from our fears.

Letour [e:ioafnefs be exhibited to us in
that odd figure, which wit and humour
can ealily give it; we fhall be infenfibly
Jed to judge of it, according to its appear-
ance, as thus overchaige 5 and under the
difadvantage, inwliaitds thewnus: we
fhall, fefl, feamuecorconed at the gieater
liberties that other, wd +, and, by degroes,
procaud to take thever, Eoue onrlelves,

Tle perfon, whm we mot lghly wid
Jultly honoured, it the buffoouery of cur
comp inions wereconftantly fevelledat him,
would fuon have his worth overleoked by
us; and, though we might not be brovant
to think of him as contempubly, as tiny
appcarul to dd, cur raveren.e of hun
would certainly, at length abute, and both
his advice and example have much lefs tn-
fluence upon us.

Of this you fhall have an inftance in my
neat,

Lwill here only add what Famd 'ielus
mentions as praftifed by Piefperas, le-
fore he admitied any isto his fehoole—
He enquined, « Whowere thein intinaaes”
—juitly co.cluding, that they, wro could
like bad companions, would net be muh
profited by lus imlructions.

Dean Belrea.

§ 127, Lerrer VIIL

Sig,

What follows will difcharge the pro-
mife, which I made you at the conclufion
of my lat.

§. was the oracle of his county; to
whatever point he tarned his thoughts, he
foon made himfelf mafter of ir. He en-
tered, indeed, fo early upon bufinefs, that
he had liwtle time for books; but he had
read thofe, which beft deferved his perut.l,
and his memory was the faithful repofitory
of their contents,

"T'he helps, that he had not received from
reading, he had abundantly fupplied the
want of, by obfervation and converiation,

The compafs of his knowledge wasamaz-
ing. There was fearce any thing, of
which one in his ftation ought to be in-
formed, whereia he appeared to be ig-
norant.  Long experience, great fagacity,
a ready apprehenfion, a retentive memory,
the refort to him of all forts of people, from
whom any thing could be learned, and an
intimacy with {ome of the worthict per-
fons of cvery profeflion, cnabled him to
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fpeak on moft poirts with fuch juflnefs ang
copioufuefs, as might induce you to cq;.
clude, upon firflt beang with him, that te
topic, on which his difcourfe urned, w;y
what he hod particularly and principay
attended 1o, Though he owned hinmfelf
never to have o much aslook’d into the
writings of athuills or deifts; yct, from
the promifcecus company he had bey
obliged 1o kevp, ond ve fieedom, wiry
whch ot fjoke thoy fentiments o him,
thore wos oty porhag s, amatenal objee-
tion to the it religinon, of which he
wos rotappi'ed, ard which he had nut
weli coanderad,

S ubble ol bns frength, aed cver defiraus
to vt the bett of caw'ermim e for
vice ottt nnth, whichep ratoenn, '
praciice, aundwould, it atendad to, roent
it tireunhout; he did pot diiceme e ve
melt e fpeakers s he calmly and wallier
Iy heerd what they could fay aginit L
faith, virle they eled rcefon aedargurert;
but diollery and jett Le failed not, thoug
with great good-humour, ta reprove, 254
fpecics of nufreprelentation—a« a fure evi
dence, that trun was not foe gthi—as an o
tifice, to winch none would apply, who
We e net corfoous of thadr weanns {s, who
did not defpais of tupporung their novions
by 1ational proofs.

Ve and tiue teligion had not, per-
haps, an abler advoc.te than tiis gentle-
man; but whatever fervice Ins tongue
might do them, his manners, certainly,
did them far greater: ke convinced you
of their excellency, by exhibiting to your
fenfes their ¢ffecis——nhe left you no room
to queflion how amiable they were, w hen
it was from ziczr influence upon him, that
}e fo much evgaged your eftcem and af-
feetion; he proved undeniably, how much
they fhould be our care, by being him'elf
an inftance, how much they contributed
to our ’mpfpu:z:ﬁ.

Never, cerainly, did piety fit eafier up-
on any man—— Never, perhaps, was any
man more eflcemed by the very perfons
between whofe prallice and his there was
the wideft difference.

‘The fuperior talents he difcover’d, and
his readinefs to employ them for the benefit
of all, who applied to him, engaged alike
their admiration and their love.

‘T'he obligations, conferred by bim, ob-
tained the height of complaifance towards
his fom. Invitations were made the yo
from all quarters; and there was not 3
young man of any figure near him, \:’“‘.’

-

-
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v+ notintroduced to him, and diret=d
W pay Inm particuly civility. 'They, who
ertt to attach him clofelt to them by
e his humour, were never without
LIt .u;ument. for licenfing it. « True it
w1, tis or that pujidr might not be to
e tale of Bis fatfer 5 but nether did
it furt his years—When he was a young
s hie, undoubtcdly, a&ted as one; he

' the dnerfions, allowed himfelf in

* lues
the guatifications, to which youth in-
chnes: vo wonder that he fhould now
ce. e what he could not relifh—that
ie hould condemn the draught, which
« ', 1 ad could not bear, and be indifle-
< rentto the featares, which he could not
dulinguith without his fpectacles.”
Wien this kind of language had abated
Ue reverence due to fo excellent an in-
frudtor, the buffoon interpofed ftill further
trweakenchis influence; gave anairot af-
f i 1o his decorum—of hypocrify to
! terivafnef—of timoroufne(s to his pru-
derce—of avarice to his wife ccconomy —
buletqued the wd cice, that he might be fup-
poted 10 pive, the arguments with which
owas ik to fupport if, and the reproof
wwould vatwally ufe, when he did not
fee vdifpodition to follow z¢.

So0i as the young man had attained the
2re, atwhich the law fuppofes us fufhcent-
{, ahireet, he exprefled a mod earncit de-
t'2:0 have an opportunity of appearing
/. Reprated promifes were made, that ifa
vraper allowance was fettled on him, and
"“uve given him to chufe a place of abode,
there thould not be the lealt mifmanage-
mant e income affigned him fhould an-
twer every article of expence.

Th: fon’s importunity was feconded by
the fo1d mother’s, and their joint folicita-
tons prevailed. The youth was now ac-
¢-fible, at all times, to the molt proflinate
of his acquaintance: and one part of their
eriertainment ufually was, to fet his cx-
cellent father’s maxims and manaers in
the moit difadvantageous light. This failed
ot to bring ona difregard to both—fo en-
e a difregard to them, that the whore
ard the card. table took up all the hours,
which the bottle relicved not.

Ths fell the heir of one of the worthieft
€ our countrymen !—It was to no“purpofe,
‘f::‘h?::hban admitable example had been
o o by the perfon, he was moft likely

rigard—that fuch particular care had
o;e?umff" to reafon him into a difcharge
wh s duty—that he had been prefent,

en the molt {ubtile advocates for irse-
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ligicn cither were filenced, or induced to
acknowiedge their piinciples 0 be muca
lefs defeafible, than they had hith o
thought them. None of the imprefions
of what had been done for him, or faid to
him, or had pafied before him, could hold
out againft 1idicule; iteffaced every trace
of them, and prepared him to be as bad, us
his woril companions could be inclined 10
make him.  lHow great a neglett of him
enfued! They who had laugh’d him out
of the reverence due to his parent’s worth,
rendered him foon delpifed by all, whofe
efteem could profit or credit him; and he
died in the 7oth year of his conflitution,
when but in the z5th of his age.
Dean Bolton.

§ 128, IX.
Siwr,

My Lt gave you a melancholy in-
flarce of the hurt, done by ridiule to
the heir of a moft worthy man, not ma-
ny miles from you. What influence it
had towards the condemnation of him,
to whom the cpithet of dizume might,
peihaps, be more properly applied, than
to any one, who ever lived under the fole
guidance of reafon, has long, you know,
been matter of difpute. T will only ob-
feive, concerning the comic writer’s 1i-
dicule of Socratcs——

1. That, when fuch a reprefentation
could be made of fo excellent & porjin,
it demonftiates, that no degiee of awarth
can fecure any porfen, from an attempt to
deftroy his credit; and that they, whote
capacities fully enuble them to diferrn ths
avorth, may be its {pitefulleft enemies, and
bend their wits to difparage it

2. That, when fuch a repiefentation
could be made by a man of good parts,with
any confidence of fuccefs, it 15, further, an
cvidence of the piobability, that the Fighetl
and moll jult 1cputation may fuffer trom
ridicule, and that it may bring into con-
tempt what is cniitled to the greaictt
eflecm and honour——

3. That if the Athenians were fo well
pleafed with the means ufcd 1o leflen the
charalter of this ornament, nct caly to his
country, but his fpecics, as to render the
interpofition of a powerful party in the
flate neceflary, to prevent the poet’s abuie
from meeting with all the {uccefs, he pro-
mifed humfelf in it; we are fally taughe,
what may be the pernicious cffe€ts of i+ gz-
nious drollery—~how much it may weaken
the force of any inflradtion, or any example.

. Wacre

Lerten
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Where violent methods are purfucd, in
order to withdraw us fom any ieligious
pracice or apameons they who thus oppofe it
fhewr. g thereby, that #/; lo k vpon 2 as
fomewl.at of great impurtance, trach s to
do the fame; and often increafe our at-
tachment to i—render us more earneft
about ¢, than we, cthcrwife fhould have
been,  But where fuch pradce or oprnion
is treated as a matter of jeli—where it
meets with all the Miplt, that fcoffing and
Laughter can exprets, we fearcely know
how to preferve our regard to iy, as a thing
of much confequence; and from efteem-
ing it of little moment, we eafily proceed
to judge it of none at ull.

“T'he ferce that is offered us, on account
of our perfuafion, either occations fuch an
averfion from him, who applies to it, as
prevents his having any inlluence upon us;
or engagies us in fo carcful an attertion to
the grounds, upon which we formed our
judgment, as fixes us in the refolution not
to alterit.  But when all pafles under the
appeaa-ce ot good humour—when only
mirth and pleafantry are excrted againit
us, we neither contsadt that hatred tow 1ds
thofe, by whom we are thus treated, which
will be ‘our fecurity from any bad imprer-
fions they can make upon us; nor are we
excited to any examination of our prenciples,
that can confirm us in them.  The freedom
which our companions ufe, in fporting with
what we have hitherto revercneed, will
tempt us to conclude, thut its importance
is far from being obvious; nor, indeed,
can it fail, unlefs our minds bave a more
than ordinary firmnefs, to raite at length
fome doubt in us, whether we have rot
becn too fanciful or toocredulous.  And as

« T he woman, who deliberatcs, 1s 1oft,”
we may fear the man will be fo likewife,
who fuffers himfelf to queftion, how well
founded his ferioufnefs 15, mercly becanfe
his affociates are continually deriding it.

Would you not, induftrioufly, keep oyt

of the way of thofe, who had powerto tor--

turc you, and whom you knew rcady to do
it; if you would not be guided by them,
but was determined to think and a&, as
your own reafon fhould direét? Believe
me, Sir, the fcofter fhould be as much
fhunned by the friend to virtue, as the in-
quifitor by the friend of truth, Whoever
would attain or preferve a juft funfe of his
duty, thould have as little intercourfe as
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poffible with thofe who would difdoumge
fincerity—who would oppofe it, either by
the faggot, or the fair, * of Smuhfeld, A
very uncommon refolution is required 1
be ftcady to the principles, from avowing
which we muft expeét to be the herocs
in a farce; though we necd not appre.
hend that it will make us vi@ims to the
flumes.

What your temper may be, I cannot af.
firms but I really think that, with grea
nembers, drollery is not only a fpecics of
perfecution, but the moft dangerous kind
ctit: they would as foon be fcourged, as
maocked; be burthened with the crofs, as
h bited with the purple.  You can fearce-
ly be cnough aware of the rik you run
from buing jefled with, as a vifionary ora
bigot—as one of mach whim, or very lit-
tle penetration:

But coouph « f the inducements, that vi-
tious companions would be under to cor-
rupt you, and the means they would ufe to
doit.

T'he care you fhould take, in the choicz
of your company, will be the fubje@ of
but one letter more from  Dean Bolton.

§129. Lerrer X

Sir,

All T have to add, on what has latcly
heen the fubjeét of my correfpondence
with you, will be contained in this letter.
I will not lengthien it, by apologizing for
it.
Might T fuppofe you fo fortified by a
right difpofition, a wife edvcation, '[:00\l
funfe, and a thorough knowledge of the
reafonab'encls of the pratice enjoined by
your 1cligien, that every attempt to ¢
rupt your morals would mifcarry; thit
hwt, however, you would be fure to fm_d
from being much in the company of vi-
ticus men, that you would be lefs careful
1o become eminently wvirtuous——you w_('ruld
be lefs carefal to fulfil your obligations:
than you otherwife would be. Whileﬂy?“
faw otbers fo much worfe than you eifs
you would not confider, how_much betee!
you ought to be, than you at prefent art==
While rkeir grofs faults were avoided, yo¢
would not confider, how much there is
Jou, that ought to be amended.

We meafure what is, in any way, €07
mendable, by comparing our fhars of ¥
with that of our neighbour: we do not 1

® Barth-lomerw fair, dning which plags and farces were formerly, from moming to nights ¥

eatertainment of the populaces
4

g
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gl in what degree, as to itfelf, we poffefs
the good, but in how greatera degree itis
potcdud by us, than by others.

Among a very ignorant people, a fcho-
Lrof the loweit form will pals, both in
thar and his own judgment, for an adept.

You would, I am fure, pronounce of
any centleman, who kept mean company,
{st there was little hope of his ever acting
aput, which would greatly credit him:
whie he loved to be chiefly with thofe,
who would own, and do homa_ge to, his
fuperiority; you would think him by no
imeas likely to coltivate much real worth,
Ard wee it to be faid, that you fhould
nre fuch a judgment of him, not becaufe
of ar, impseffion he would receive from
D15 compamces, but becaufe of the diipofi-
ton he thewed in the choice of rhem; I
fzoull be glad to know, Liow that man
mat be thought affedted towards religion
and virtue, who could be willingly pretent,
where he was fure, that they would be
groflly Jepreciated. Whoever could bear
2 ufpaacement of them, muit have fo lit-
tebenf. of their worth, that we muft juflly
conclt de him ill prepared for refilting the
atenpt, to deprive them whoily of their
‘tfrence upon him.  And, therefore, we
1 1% 2 fily determine, from the difpofi-
ten evidenced by him who keeps fed
cunpiny, what his morals will atlength
i, & we can determine fiom the turn of
rd, ditcovered by one who keeps mean
«rany, what his figare in the world is
Wl to be,

[hofe among us, whefe capacities qua-
L0 them for the mott confiderable atiuin-
mert—who might raife themfelves to an
equiity with the heroes in literature of
tie lail century, fit down contented with
tie fupariovity they have over their con-
temporaries——acquiefce in furnithing a
wre fpecimen o? what they could do, if
thar genius were roufed, it they were to
exert their abilities, They regard only
the advantage they poflefs over the idle
and illiterte, by whom they are furround-
ed; and give way to their cafe, when they
may take it; and yct appear as confider-
<b'e in rherr times, as the learned men, we
molt adiire, did in their refpedive ages.

How many could 1 mention, to whom
Rature ha. been moft liberal of her endow-
menis, who are barely in the lift of au-
thors, who have only writ enough to fhew
‘°c‘;' much honoar they would have done
alle o oantrys had their application been

outy and if their names mult lave
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been no better known than thafe of their
acqwaintance, ualus their diligince had
equalled their capacity.

Waat is thus nctorioufly true of lite
rary defert, is equally fo of moral: the
perfons, to whom we allot a greater fhare
of it, than has long been found in any in
their ftations, how have they their fenfe of
right with-held from cverting iufelf, by
the few they meet with difpofed to animate
them to any endeavour towards cosreéting
the general depravity—by the connections
they have with fuch numbers, whofe rule
is their inclination—by that utter difregaid
to duty, which they fce in moft of thofe,
witii whom they have an interecurfe.

Alas! in the very beft of us, a convic.
tion of what becomes us goes but a liule
wiy in exciting us to prattife it.  Soiici-
tations to be lefs obfervant of it are, fiom
fome or other quarter, perpetaally oficiine
themiclves; and are by no means likcl}:
to be withftood, if our refolutions are not
ftrengthened by the wife counfels and cor-
re{pondent examples of our aflociates,

« Bcehold! young man—Youlivein an
« age when it is requifitc to fortify the
« mind by examples of conflancy.”

"I his Tecitns menticns as the fpecch of
the admirable 7hrajia to the quatlor, fent
to tell him, he mutt die; and by whom Le
would have it remarked, with what com-
pofure he dicd.

Nor is it only when our virtue endan-
gers our life, as was then the cafe, that
fuch examples are wanted.  Wherever
there is a prevailing cornruption of man-
ners; they who would ade thioughont the
becoming part, muit be animated 1o it by
what they hear from, and fec in, cthers,
by the patterns of integiity, which they
have befoie them,

We ate eafily induced to judge fome
deviation from our rule very cicufable;
and to allow outfelves in it: when our
thoughts are not called cf’ from our own
weakncfs and the general guilt: butwhile
we are converfunt with thofe, whofe con-
dudt is as uniuitable, as our own, to that of
the multitude; we are kept awake to a
fenfe of our obligationse—our {pirits are
fupported—we fec/ the courage that we
behold—we fee what can be dene by fuch
as thaze our frail nature; and ae arc a-
fhamed to avawer, Where they per/tvere,

Ariflcrle confiders friendtlup as of three
kinds; one arifing frem virtee, ancther
from pleafure, and znsther trom dnterett
but jutly determines, that therc can Le po

tive
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true friendfhip, which is not founded in

virtue.

The friendfhip contracted from pleafure,

or profit, regards anly the pleafurc or pro-
fit obtained thereby; and ceafes, when
thefe precarious motives to it fail: but
that, to which virtue gives birth, not hiv-
ing any acaidental caufe—being without
any dependence on Lumour or 1vterefl—
aiiling wholly fiom intriniic wcith, frem
what we are in ourfelves, never fluctuates,
operates fleacily and unifermly, remains
firm and uninterrupted, is lalling as our
lives. ‘That which is the effirti] avili-
fication of a_fiiend, thould be the chief re-
commendation in a companien. If. indeed,
we have any concern for real worth ; with
whom fhould we be more defirous to con-
verfe, than with thofe, who would acconi-
pany us, and encourage us, in the purfuit
of it.

The fame writer, mentioning the ufe,
that fiiends are of w0 us in every part of
life, remarks the benefit, which voung men
find fiom them to be—¢ That they keep
« them in their duty.”

Had he thought, that any thing could
have been vrged more in behalt of fricnd-
fhip; he, undoubtedly, would have obfeiv-
edit.  And when fuch is the Janguage of
fo able an infliatter, and of one who guided
him{cIf in his inftructions only by the cei-
tain, the prefent advantage, thit would
attend a conformity to thems; the leflonwe
have here for the choice of company mu'l
appear worthy the wotice even of thofe,
who will have no other guides, but 1eafon
and narme, :

It to keep vs fteady to our dutv be the
b. % office, that can b d me vs—It tiey,
who are our fitends, will be thus fervice-
able to us—If the virtuous alone can be
our fiiends, our converfation thould be
chicfly with the vittwous; all familiarity
with the vitious fhould be avoided; we
fhould confiler thote, who would difliov
our virtue, as our encmics—our very woiil
encmies, whilft endeavouring to deprive u-
of the greateft blefling, that it is in our

power to obtain. Dvan Belten,
§ 130, On Intemperance in Eating.
Secr L

This refpe@s the quantity of our food,
or the kind of it: if, in either of thefe, we
have no regard to the hurt it may do us,
we are guilty of intemperance.

From tranfgrefling in the quantity of
our fvod, a {peedier mifchief enfues, than
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from doirg fo in the quality of j, ad
therein we never can tranfgrefs, withoy
: . \ Ut
bei-g dire@tly admonifhed of i, by ou
very conftitution. Our meal is never too
large, but heavinefs comes onethe load
on our ftomach is our inftant tormentor;
and every repetition of our fault a cautioy
to us, that we do not any more thus offend,
A caution, alas, how unheeded by u;!—.
Crammed like an Englifoman, was, 1 find, o
proverbial expreflion in Erafmus’s divs—
abave two hundred years ago. ’

An error burely in the kind of our afi.
ment gives us, frequently, no prefent
alarm; and, perhaps, but a very flight onc,

after we have, for fome ycars, continued
init. In the vigour of youth, fcarce anv
thing we cat appears to dilagree with vy:
we pratify our palate with whatever pleafes
it; feelirg no ill confequence, and there-
fore fewring none. Le inconveniences,
that we do not yet find, we hope we flall
alwuys cleape ; or we then propofe to our-
fulves a reftraint upon our appetite, when
we expericnce the bad effets of indulging
it

With refpec to the quantity of our
food 3 that may be no exzefs in one man,
which may be the moft blumeable in an-
other : what wou'd be the height of glut-
tony in s, it of a weak and tender freme,
my be, to perfons of much flronger con-
fitution, a quite temperate meal.  The
fame propoitions of food can, hkewife, ne-
ver fuit fuch, as huve in them difpafitions
to particular difeafes, and fuch, as have vo
eviis of that natare to guard againft: nor
can they, further, fuit thofe, who are em-
p'oyed 1a hard labour, and thofe, whe 1'3\'6
wholly at their eafe—thofe, who are fre-
quently Rirring and in aélion, and thofe,
whofe life is fedentary and inative. The
fame man may, alfo, in the very fame
quantity, be free from, or guilty of, excct
as he is young or clé—hcalthy or difcafed
—1s he accuitoms his body to fatigue, of
to repofe..

The influerce that our food has upon our
health, its tendency to preferve or to1m-
pair our conflitution, is the meafure of it
temperance or excefs. )

It may, indeed, fo happen, that our dict
fhall be, generally, very fparing, without
allowing us any claim to the virtue of &m-
perance; as when we are more defirod!
to fave our money, than to pleafe our P&
lates, and, therefore, deny ourfelves at o&f
own table, what we eat with greedioets
when we feed ac the charge of Oth"slzfs'

ke
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likewifc, when our circumftances not per-
mitting us, ordinarily, to indulge our ap-
petite, we yet fet no bounds to 1t s\!hcn we
have an opportunity of gratifying it.

He i the temperate man, whofe health
diredts his appetite—who is beft pleafed
with what beft agrees with himeswho
eus not to gratify his tatle, but to pre.
lerve hiis lifemwho is the fame atevery
t.leas at his owu—who, when he feafls,
3ot doyeds and fees all the delicacies
bofure b, that Tuxury can accumulate,
vt preferves a due abflinence amidit
[ U N

The rules of temperance not only oblige
Lo abficin flom what wow dees, or what
wears fwe goon avill, hurt us: we offend
gt them, when we avoid not whatever
hasa posbabiluty of being huitful to us—
Ihev are, further, tranfgrefled by too
grreat nicety about our food—by much fo-
liutude and eageinefs to procure what we
mokt relifiamby frequently cating to fati-
ey,

We have a letter remaining of an hea-
then, who was one of the moft eminent
perfons in an age diftinguithed by the
preatmen it produced, in which he ex-
prefles how uneafy it made him, to be
among thofe, who placed no fmall part of
their happinefs in an elegant table, and
who filled themfelves wwice a day.

In thus deferibing tempeiance, let me

"t be underftood to cenfure, as a failure
N:ergn, all regard to the food that beit
P--ales us, when it is equally wholefome
with cther kinds—ewhen 1ts price is neither
tnfuitable to our circumftances, nor very
great—when it may be conveniently pro-
cured—iwhen we are not anxiousabout item
Maen vie do not frequently feek after it—
ien we are always moderate in its ufe.
. Togovern our appetite is neceffary ; but,
"0 oxder to this, there is no neceflity, that
we ihould always mortify itmethat we fhould,
tpon every occafion, confider what is leaft
agrecable to us.

Life is no more to be pafled in a con-
it felf-denial, than in a round of fenfual
g‘“-‘l:,"mcnu. We thould endeavour, that
N deany nntr;);, at any time, painful to us
- 0{’\ :l:la elves what is imptoper for us;
wof A tas well as other accounts, it is
sratlice }nﬁ. dtha_t we fhould frequently
g l:a ~denial—that we fhould often
mgcom_ l;:'ould delight us. But to do
o 'bmua ¥s I cannot fuppofe required

s ; becaufe it doth pot feem reafunable

1@ think that it fhoyld be our duty wholly
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to deb:&r ourfelves of that food which our
palite is formed ta relith, and w hich we are
{ure may be ufed withoutany prejudice 1o
our virtue, or our health.

- Thus much may fuice to inform us,
when we incar the guilt of eating inton «
peiately. .

"The diffuafives from it that appear of
greateft weigh, are thefe :

Tt is the groflet abule of the gifts of
Providence,

Itisthe vileft debafement of ourfelves.

Our bedies owe to it the mott painful
difeafes, and, generally, a {pecdy decay.

-1t frequently interrupts the ufe of our
nobler faculties. and is ture, At length, great.
ly to entecble them,

"T'he ftraits to which it often reduces us,
ocvafion our falling into crimes, which
would, otherwife, have been our utter aba
horrence. Dean Bolten,

§ 131 On Intemperance in Eating.

St IL

To confider, firt, excefs in our food as
the groffeit abufc of the gifts of Pioui-
dence.

The vaflt variety of creatures with which
God has replcnilhcd the earthmethe abuy-
dant provifion which he has made for
many of theme-the care which he has
taken that each fpecies of them fhould be
preferved—the  numcrous conveniences
they agminifter to us—the p'cafing change
of food they afford us—the fuitable food
that we find, among their different Kinds,
to different climates, to our different ways
of life, ages, conftitutions, ditempers, arc,
certainly, the moft awakening call to the
highelt admiration, and the gratefulleft
_/r;ﬁé of the divine wifdom and goodnefe,
This fenfe is properly expreficd, by the
due application of what is lo gracioully af-
forded useby the application of it to thofe
purpofes, for which 1t was manifeftly in-
tended. But how contrary hereto is his
praige, who lives as it were but to car,
and confiders the liberality of Providence
only as catering for his luxnr{! What
mil{hicf this luxury doth us will be pre-
fently confidered; and, in whatfoever de-
gree it husts us, we to {uch a degree abule
our Maker's bounty, which ms? defign our

oode—which, certainly, is dircéted to our
welfare. Were we, by indulging our ap-
Fpetites, only 10 make ourfelves Icfs fit for
any of the offices of life, anly ta become
lcf: capable of diicharging any of the du-
ties of our ftation, it may be made cvidert,
thag,
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that, in this refpect likewife, aur ufe of the
Divine beneficence is quite contrary to
what it requires. He who has appointed
us our bufinefs here—who, by our pecu-
liar capacities,, has fignified to us our pro-
per employments, thercby difcovers to us
how far.mercly to pleafe -ourfelves is al-
lowed us; and that, if we do fo, to the
hindrance of a nobler work, it is oppofing
his intention;; it is defeating the end of life,
by thofe very gifts, which were heftowed to
carry ws on more chearfully towards it. -
When my palate has a large fcope for
its innocent choice—when T have at hapd
what may moft agrecably recruit my
firength, and what Is moft “effeGual to
preferve it; how great ingratitude and
bafenefs fhew themfelves in the excefs,
which perverts the aim of fo much kind-
nefs, and makes t4at to be the caufe of m
furgetting with what view ¥ was created,
which ought to'keep me ever mindful of
it! As thebounty of Heaven is one of the
firongeft motives to a reafongble life, how
guilty are we if we abufe it to the purpofes
of a fenfual /! Qur crime muft be highly
aggravated, when the more conveniences
our Maker has provided for us, we are fo
much the more unmindful of the tafk he
has enjoined uc—tvhen by his granting us
what may fatisfy cur appetite, we are in-
duced wholly to confult it, and make our-
felves flaves to it. ' :
Let intemperance in our food be next
confidered, as the fhamefulleft debafement
of ourfelves. ) )
Life, as we have been wifely taoght to
conlider it, /s more than-meat. Mun could
not be fent into the world -but for quite
different puipoles, than merely to indulge
his palate.  He has an underftanding

given him, which he may greatly improve ; -

many arc the perfettions, which he 1s qua-
Yified to attuin; much good to his fellow-
creatures he has abilitics to do: and all
this may be truly faid of all mankind ; all
of us may improve our reafon, may pro.
ceed in virtue, may be ufeful to our fel-
low-creatures. There are none, therefore,
towhom it is not the foulelt reproach, that
their belly is their God—that they are
more folicitous to favour, und thereby
to ftrengthen, the importunity of their ap-
petite, than to weaken and mafter it, by
frequent refitance and reftraint. The
reafonable being is to be always under the
influence of reafon; itis his excellence,
his prerogative, to be fo: whatever is an
hindrance to thisdegrades him, refle@ts on
him difgrace and.contempt. And as our
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reafon and appetite are in a conftant oppa.
fition to each other, there is noindulgin
the latter, without leffening the power of
the former: If our appetite is not govern.
ed by, it will govern, our reafon, and
make its mot prudent fuggeftions, its wifelt
counfels, to be unheeded and flighted.

“Whe fewer the wants of any Deing are,
we muft confider it as fo much the more
perleét; fince thereby it is lefs dependent,
and has lefs of its happinefs without itfelf.
When we raife our thoughts to the Beings
above us, we cannot but attribute to the
higher ordersof them, il farther removes
from our own weaknefs and indigence,
till we reach God himfelf, and exempt
him from wants of every kind.

Knowing thus what muft be afcribed to
natures fuperior to ours, we cannot be ig-
norant, what is our own beft recommend-
ation; by what our natuare is raifed ; where-
in its worth is diftinguifhed.

To be without any wants is the Divine
prerogative; our praife is, that we add not
to the number of thofe, to which we were
appointed——that we have none we can
avoid—that we have none fiom our own
mifconduét. [In this we atain the utmott

“degree of perfe@ion within our reach,

On the other hand, when fancy has
multiplicd our neceflitics—when we owe |
know rot how many to ourfelvese—when
our eafe ismade dependent on delicacies,
to which our Maker never fubjeéted it—
when the cravings -of our luxury bear no
proportion to thofc of our natural hunger,
what a deg¢nerate race do we hecome!
What do we but fink our rank in the cre-
ation.

He whof: voracioufnefs prevents his be-
ing fati-ied, till he is loaded to the full of
what he is able to bear, who cats to the
utmolt extent of what he can eat, is a mere
brute, and one of the loweft kind of brutes;
the generality of them obferving a jult
moderation in their food-—when duly re-
lieved feeking no more, and forbearnng
even-whatis before them,  But below any
brute is he, who, by indulging himfelts
has contratted wants, from which nature
exempted him; who muft be made hungty
by art, muft have his food undergo the
moft unwholefome preparations, before he
can be inclined to tafte it; only relithing
what is ruinous to his health; his hfe fup-
ported by what neceffarily fhortens it.

art this, which, when aéted by him, who

as reafon, refle@tion, forefight given him,

wants 2 name 1o reprefent it in the full o

its dgformity, With privileges fo far b;:l
yo
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yond thofe of the creatures below us, how
great is our bafenefs, -our guilt, if thofe
endowments are fo far abufed, that they
ferve us but to find out the means of more
o.0fsly corrupting ourfelves !

“ Jcannot quit this head, without remark-
g itto be no flight argument of the dif
honour we incur by gluttony, that nothi

is more carefully avoided in all well-bre
company, nothing would be thought by
fuch more brutal and rude, than the dif~
covery of any maiks of our having eat
inemperately——of our havin%I exceeded
that proportion of food, which is proper
tor our nourifhment. .

Dean Boltan.
§ 132, On Iwemperance in Eating.
Secn. lL

To confider, further, excefs in our food
2 haflening our death, and bringing on
¢ the moft painful difeafes,

Itis evident, that nothing contributes
nore to the prefeivation of life, than tem-
perance.

Experience proves it to be adtually fo;
and the fructure of the human body thews
that it muft be fo. .o

They who defcribe the golden age, or
the age of inpocence, and near a thoufand
vears of life, reprefent the cuftomary food
¢t1t, as the plaine(t and mott fimple,

Whether animal food was at all ufed be-
fore the food, s queltioned : we certainly
ud, long after it, that Lo’s making a
-2t is deleribed by his baking unleavened
bread, .

Abrabam entertained thofe, whom he
cenfidered of fuch eminence, as that, to
ufe the words of feripture, « ke ran to
:‘ meet them from the tent door, and bowed
. himfelf to the ground;” Abrabam'’s cn-
\ruisment, ] fay, of perfons thus honoured
' him, was only witha calf, with cakes of
meil, with butter and milk.

L deon’s hofpimlity towards the moft il-
k'hlno;ls of guelts thewed itfelf in killing a
oo of the goats; and we rcad that Jefe
ok¢d upon this to be g prefent, which his

Prince would not difdain,
meal“ 2ps my reader would rather take a
e With fome of the worthies of profane
ory, than with thofe, whom the facred

23 f°§0rded.

gniﬁw‘" be his introducer.” He fhall be a
fnl 33 3‘51 entertainment, which was, cer-
itw I; cligned to be a fplendid one ; fince
fide bm e by Ackilles for three fuch con-
Ajax, and

oerable perfons, as Phawix,
Ultfl; perfons, whom he himfelf repre-
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fents as being, of ail the Grecian chiet,
thofe whom he moft honours,

He will eafily be believed herein; for
this declaiation 1s feaice fooner out of his
mouth, than he and his fiiends, Patro lus
and Auromdon, feverally employ themielves
in making up the fire—chopping the meat,
and putting it into the pot—Or, if Mr.
Pope be allowed to defcribe their tatks on
this cecalion,

——Puatraclus o’er the blazing fire

Heaps w abrazen vafe three crires ntne :
The biazen vale Automedan {uftuns,

Which fih of porkety fecpy and ot contains s
Aduiles at the gennal feaft prefides,

The parts rransfixes, and whth fill divid-,
Mean while Patrocfus (weats the fire to 1ufes
The tent 1s brighten’d with the rifing blvze.

But who is drefling the fith and fowh?
This featt, alas! furnithes ncither. 'The
poet is fo very bad a catarer, that he pros
vides nothing of that kind for his h-roe
on thisoccafion ; or, on another, even for
the luxurious Phaaciuns. Such famples
thefe of Iumer’s entertainments, as will
gain entire credit to what is faid of them i
Plutarch, «“that we muft sife almoft hungry
« from them.”  Symp. Lib. I1. Qu. 10.

Should the blind bard be confidered as
a ftroller—keeping low company, and
therefore, in the feafts he makes for the
gre