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Hotel St. Francis
San Franc iBCo.

Aug. 3> 1915.

Deareat moat beloved
admired Lady

I

How good of you to remember me. I glad-

ly would like to come but I have to leave
for the Eaat, the happy sunny time in our

blessed Gods Country California, has now gone
for me.

Duty calls t seriouB work in profession
and private life. Ne'^ life shall no'^ begin,
all children are so far settled, married —
I begin to think of taking it easier for the
future and enjoy Life — my Chicago home is

like new, so lovely, cleaned, painted, etc.,

etc. new servants are coming — I will have
all in my house again under my own control —
hovi^ I admire your house, all, "die wunderbare
Ordnung" alone in the Christmas present room.

I never forgot your beautiful happy express-
ion in your face when you showed us all the
ready presents in the different places, all
the gowns — aoh, you are a wonder! —

Well in my small way, I try to
again the good ••hausfrau*'. This I

joying life and to do good to them
in need — to help your son in his
work wherever he wants me to —

do to be
call en-
who are
so great

Excuse my bad English, I did my best.

God let you live long, long for the world
who needs you and may you see your son our
President.

God bless you.
In devotion as ever your
Ernestine Schumann He ink

3672 Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 111.
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//hV ^^^y^A^i^n*^ U^l Î ^ Ob^fAtr^^ /Y^/lAAt>^ //^^ Z^/x<^ O /^ /tnv^^c^v 'I

Oi u*.^ /t/'TTx, A^^ /^*^c A./1/yxA xXi. /^

iA^Ca

(f^tJU o, fy^ ^^r^ Jy^^
»-^J

/,,,. cP/ C /^/^ A .<^, ^ ^^ - C^^ ^ir.r./^^.



^/^7^
'^^ '1 ^"^fa-^^O J ^_

iMy Av /t;M-cV

^/€C^

/iAjO^A tH4.^

^1 tL nx/

/•
7

X /rff^ (Jn̂ Al^

f ^/tc/^ /AZ P^A^ed

-^Jity/ Y/K^ /Ccy
J r"

^/Ww^

/I <; ^xc rttx^A h-tCC ntH^

/^lA^io-Aiy rv

•< h. ^

^lt^€l\JL f^T ^

rvii^<^ /\.t^tA> ^y ^Vt€^ />v/r ^<

^c fi<K^ A^ni^ciA IAy^^ ^l



4/.

\

/y\jt<y' ^rvv^ r^ /n^AA/^x,^ A^

fUAV fKi^i^Cy ^Wv/ ^^ e^rC /tn

# ^^C^
r.

ntA^ fL /\/SlfL^
^

/

(J .>u, .., /? // '^y^n 1/71 // . ^ /

A^<^

/K4n.c^/ <y i

ey^i

Ax //<.1/C^t^<^f"r^<K.r^ A. li^ enrri^

/#vcrc

/'<>vit/?/{' d7^,̂ 71

r/- /^ /"V^<^v^ /?^ ^u^^/t Y ^tfJ^^ (T^*/^

^^^cv/-«*K. CC /^t^ / ///

^<3»^

//V^fi^A <^r»^-cAy Mjt»\y i^

Max ./^0\JL4l

CLt 14, ray>..ifC Ma^ ^/

Kty fS^CH^-H^/fy ay^^C CTo^/Ci

/^\^ />v cAm /*V?iy J^^n^AjC

/
Vo / ; ^t/it^ //'^

^

y

ec

Sc/^K

OC-i<£^^ A/4fCA<y

/t iAY t /^^ ^6 /x, CC /Xc ^A r^iZT^^ /^A ^^ >^< rA



A, iKAy C^M^^4/ c-^^^^c^

'CtA<^

#^v Aj ire Cy Art4^4o

KT^T^..V

li^iCi j^f^Cf^^ /^sJ<,^C4.^^ C'Ay^re^<t AiK /^

^\jj ^^^^^ ^ff*^
W/ <^ Ga*^^i^A tj^tf

^^

^A-^^/i. /rv/ ^;^.

7

/'z

/

^ y-t/ c ^^ ML/ iAf /^ /V /c/i

.//rUI^Vt^^^ ^ C/ /^XJL ^dy ^W/mT^
/

c

/ #ViC^ A- tn^ i^i /yvT

^vw' A^^TA^'^ '^^/^^

^, fKti/^ /y^yyty ^'^xiL<-<(y ^U
/

;

(^ A/li r.^Lu,^ruj>^ ^""^M^ ^V ^HiJU

^
P^^ru^.^^

/
•^^A^iv" tlyji^ f^"^ r^ t*-^Ct

t^^fuJL C^.^*-

rtl 1^/ /| CtCty

'T

/t^ ^t_/aL /u^ rV^ ^5%^ Ai/^/

,

<rIX /t>/cX

ex A^^C

/
vf"hrxCAT /tt; ^c^^a.^ AajCA'^TKjuU

kC /tva cJ^ Aa"7 IkM/ f\4^A i/tt^ A>r%Uu

LiiUu h e/hv^A^ Aix\^(Ha^ /^v Axvy ^tM^J^g/^Cs A/x\^ /^v

/x/c

1

/f /" ^^i/ >^ ^ /7/

l^/.c/i w



y

-d^tXi£Z yi/e^A VA^^'^Ai^

At^-jt/^t^-cu^ rlrUTT <w^<^. ti-^r* C5^ Ic#A4a^^n^

^ n^-r- h^ Crt^ h^A) /9t^<^ ^^A/xci^ 'h^t/^

*-f

;?u. TtCuu.

^

XA €^vyi

^
>v /^^ ^^^^ ^ ^/T *CU<^ c//4

7
>f^

A*^ A; //"v\ /^r 1^^ A

I

#^^ A *Ci^*-/ ^<^^2^Au *V .

/#i

t<^<A^A /n^'>^^ Try^i A*>t OA^^^y*\-^iyyy^T*.t.A^ ^*w

/k/Ic C^A Jtvl Af iX ^^^*^ I^tlZC AcMji^y 9^x^a»,J^

A)^J^ r^c A

tMjL-^ //VuC^y ^CtAV A^^
/

cAAy M^y<y^^ lAj

-^/:tiJLt/\/ /

;^ (A^7^AeK.^C

<^J^a/^a/^,

JiyAA/^^ / '/

^ / A t . V



//?

Y^ Ci) .^ />u ;/if /tc^cv.

\
/jy J.

7
t^-K/ rx ^i^<y^/n*^A.

^-n^ /^'-A^c^v e f ^^fH''^^^

*//i^ <^j

Tn.A'X^y "oxy^

y<y ^^y /<^'-tM^

N^ /l^^W^Cj/-^
/

tA</

/^^Xi^r^^^f^ft ^v\y A.\y

7
^^^<A^/^ e.r^/n.

;^^ //<f /^-^
^

Cr^^^Cjiy 7x^ A i2^Aftty^C /?fc^Wc^

/}\^4}-t^tr TyyA^p^A^ /^ fr^cK ^./C

OjCj^ h Adf-ii^ u^ ^ T̂fxc^^d^^ 7t / '^c''^'CT /Atc^ /i^

/.At Vv/ic^au/ ^| <^ //t^/^ /f\Ay y^^^'yt A V

/ t^ l^K,^ A) // r-r >^
\

^ ^»^M^ A^cet^~/Cy

tv (^r^r^fxx



LLOVn Tevis, President, San Francisco.

JNO. J. VALENTINK. Vice President

and Gen. Manau'er. San Francisco.

JA.MES HERON. Secretary. San Francisco.

H. B PARSONS, Ass't Sec'y. New York.

H. Wadsworth. Treasurer, San Francisco.
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Lloyd Tf.VIS, rresident, San Francisco.
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THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY
INCORPORATED

^ 25.O00 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CABLE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLO^
Thte Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limitinff its liability, which have been assented to by the gender of the followinsr messaRre.

Errors can be puarded agrainst only by repeating a messape back to the sending: station for comparison, and the Company will not hold itself liable for errors or delays in trans-

•itesionar delivery of Unrepeatecl MeMngres, beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case beyond the sum of Fifty l>ollai»,at which, unless otherwise stated below, this

meeeag^lias been valued by the sender thereof, nor in any case where the claim is not presented in writinpr within sixty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmiaeion.

This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by re<iaest of the sender, under the conditions named above.

THEO, N. VAIL, PRESIDENT BELVIDERE BROOKS, GENERAL MANAGER

Received at
6 SF Y 15 3 EX

1^13
LOS ANGELES, CAL JULY 22 -VIA PLEASANTON CAL

MRS. PHOEBE A. HEARST,

FAIRMONT HOTEL SAN FRANCIS 0, CAL

AM SAFE AT HOME EVERYBODY WELL HAD A PLEASANT TRIP

WITH LOVE.

PHOEBE HILL.

JULY 23 10 20A
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January h^ 1007.

^^

It lf< alwayn a nl#^mir«* to r<5C*>lvii your l^ttorij or to ^viva

n>»jrfi of you. *nd I am pure you know ma w^ll anouch to utylrrptand

that *Tiv fHllurfi to wrlt'^ la not from any la^lc of Intar^Rt in you

and your family.

I oan-^ over to maka a little vialt and i^p^nd tha holilara

with •^y a on an! hi a farily^ nnl will aaU on January 8 on tha

Kainer filhelm ll. Thi« winter I axpaot to r>o to TunlR and

'llCiflra and return to Cannaa in Mar'?h to attan^d a Puaalan wadd-

Inc; th'^n 60 to Spain for Holy Iaak| <^ominc laclc to my little

apartment in Parla for the month of ^prll. But I exp^ot to

return to California next autumn to remain, I ahall ta clad to

w^ mv good frien^la ajain, but it will be very «ad to aae tha

chancea in poor San Francleco.

It jKve me t^eat pleaaure to know that your children were

all doing ao well. I wieh for them aucceaa in all thinja, and

for you all comfort and blaaeinca.

I can onlv aend v^u a ahort latter now, and munt aak you to
a

have patience with me aa I have had rather aerioua trou>le with

my eyea and head during the laat year ani have not been able to

write rany letter*. My health ia now improved and I hope to be

well when I ret^irn to nalifornia.

Of cou^ae you oan uni'^ratanrl how much I have enjoyed bainc

with my ffimily. My dear little trandcon la a fine boy and civea
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January B, 1007.
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n<5ir I.Tr.''. Hoi dent

It If^ alwayn a nl#^Rurii? to r«5C<«*tvii your l^tto^a or to liav^

u»»4R of you. KrA I am euro you Xnnm mf9 w^ll ^noufih to utylorrtand

that w f'\11ura to ^v\t^ in not from any lack of tntor-^at in you

and your family.

I oaT^ over to mak'*^ a little vlelt and f^vr^nd the hoUdars

irlth -.y aon ani hln farnlly, and will aail on Jamaary 8 on the

Kainer filhelm il. Thi« winter I expeot to f,o to Tunip aad

^ICiero and return to Cannee in !iar*?h to attervl a Pupelan wedd-

ing; th'^n CO to Sr^in for Holy leek^ roxinf lack to my little

arartm^nt in Peirie for the month of *pril. But I expect to

return to California next autumn to remain, I Bhall te clad to

ee«^ mv good friende ajaini but it will be very ead to see the

chant en in poor San Francieco,

It save me treat pleasure to know that yoirr children were

all doing eo well. I wieh for them aucceaa in all thint«f and

for you all comfort and 1:lee8in€8«

I can only send V'^u a ahort letter now^ and muat ank you to

have patience with me aa I have had ratlier eerioue trou>le with

my eyes and head during the laat year and have not been able to

write r.any lettera. My health le now improved and; I hope to be

well when I retiirn to California.

Of oourae you oan unieretanrl how much I have enjoyed being

with my family. My dear Httle grandcon is a fine boy and gives

/ .... -. -

7

t

(P.)

w.". «rr*»at rlo)notir<i. I am looklnfi forward to the tin* whfln I "an

l.avQ thf) loy with m-* 'ivnry f5urarr.^r in Cfiltforr.ia, and. In fa<^».,

I nhonl-l wnr.t him for th» wlnt-rn, alno, for thlB cllnat*! Ib

•trociouB, and I thlnX Haotenda ie th*» >«*-! plao#» for hl».

Hl-rh 1ov« and V^^t wlflh^e to all,

Toxir* affectionately.

To
V.re. HftBtoT Holden.

•^^''"•v'T!»1^ffT!
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m^ Cr^at pl^yiovire* I am looklnc forward to the tine wh«n I ran

l;avo t)ii5 toy with m<5 ^very 8UJTn;<5r in California, and, in fa<^t.

,

I «hould want htm for the wint^ire, alfjo, for this ollnat^ Is

atrocious, and I thin'* Uaoianda ic the V^^t plac« for hl».

TTlth lovs and V^?t wishes to all.

Tours affect ionatsly^^

To
y.rs. Hester Holden.
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Hard-finished Hotel

Large Sitting Rooms and Parlors

All Popular Amusements
Acetylene Gas

Twoj|[^les from Station

Terms $ 1 to $ 1 2 per Week
Housekeeping Cottages

$15 to $20 per Month

unc€in c/n^na4
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Hard-finished Hotel

Large Sittiry^ Rooms and Parlors

^ Bopular Amusements
Acetylene Gas

Two Miles from Station

Terms $ 1 to $ 1 2 per Week
Housekeeping Cottages

$15 to $20 per Month

unc€m rtnT
/9*^««//^*w-/ ^. ^£, ,yCctoe/€. y^anaa^n

^^Tuifi/ant/, s^fCeHt/octno Do. , ^a/. ^90 V

odi^9^.

/^../^a/ /<L^^tn^--^-^.j^

Hard-finished Hotel

Large Sittipf Rooms and Parlors

• ^ Alt Popular Amusements
Acetylene Gas

Two Miles from Station

Terms $10 to $12 per Week
Housekeeping Cottages

$15 to $20 per Month
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Hard-finished Hotel

Large Sittivg Rooms and Parlors

^.^1 Bapular Amusements
Acetylene Gas

Two Miles from Station

Terms $ 1 to $ 1 2 per Week
Housekeeping Cottages

$15 to $20 per Month

unctzn r^nia4

^. 'y. :^c,o»//. '^r»iu/,ni if. ^t. .^loae//, ^yMaHaMr
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AN OPEN LETTER TO READERS OF BOOKS. IS

tions any more than to a shoemaker's control of the

pair of shoes which he makes. The man who earns

his living by his brain asks only the same fair play

that is given to the man who earns his living by his

hands. A domestic copyright to the writer of a his-

tory of the United Stales, or an international copyright

to the writer of a history of England, debars no other

author from writing a history of either country; it

does not grant a " monopoly." The author asks only

payment for the service he has done, and not for any

restriction of the work of others ; in fact, one reason

for paying him is that it encourages others to write.

Every American citizen has a practical interest in

this reform. We desire to impress upon Congress the

fact that the public opinion of intelligent readers is in

its favor. We ask each reader to do his part, either by

joining the League,' wnich welcomes readers as well

as writers of books, or by signifying to its Secretary

his willingness to sign the memorial for international

copyright, or still better by writing at once to his

Senators and Representatives in Congress urging

them to vote for such a measure. The League ap-

peals to the honor, the patrotism, and the business

common-sense of American readers in behalf of inter-

national copyright, and it believes that such an appeal

will not be heard in vain by the American people.

James Russell Lowell, President

E. C. Stedman, Vice-President.

Edward Eggleston, Chairman.

G. W. Green, Secretary.

(II Pine St. New-York.)

Robert Underwood Johnson, Treasurer.
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r. r. bowker,
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R. W. GILDER, EDITOR

Ji. U. yOHNSON,
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

C, C. BUEL,
ASSISTANT EDITOR

EDITORIAL-DEE^^RTNENT
TW CENTUirr-MAGAZINEf
U^aON•iQUARE•NEW'YORK6

August 24th^ 1904

Dear r.lr8« Hearbt*

When you last lunched with us, if I mistake not you

said that you would like to keep xnui of the negotiations for the sale of f^«

De Tvlonvel^s "Jeanne d'AroVater colors*. This being the oase I want to say
•i

to you that the extjenses of the Metropolitan Museum in other directions -

for the Dino collection of armor, etc. - make it ittprobablelMl they will be

able to buy this col lection, Mr. De Monvel is very desirous that it should

be disposed of to some museum where \X will be kept in its integrity. I think

the price is very low. The Century pays from ^100 to $150 for an ordinary

black-and-white drawing by eui everyday illustrator, while here are these beau-

tiful water-colors by a master^who is likely to do very little more v/ork/, at

slightly over $200 each« I feel like putting one of my grandchildren in

pawn and buying the collection myself.

Will you kindly drop me a line as I shall not try

to dispose of the collection elsewhere until I hear what your inclination is.

4

We are all very much shocked to hear of I^lrs* Anp-

thony's narrow escape from death..

I am, indeed, my dear Mrs. Hearst, always with re-

gard^

Faithfully yours.-x

Mrs. Phebe Hearst*

c/o Mrs. Clara R. Anthony

^

1 Oxford St. Fairhaven, Mass^.

^/iMa^ .
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K. If. GILDER. EDITOR

it. V. yOHNSON.
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

C. C SVEL.
ASSISTANT EDITOR

EDITOWAl/DBBMirMENT
TW CENTUBy-MAGAZlNEJ

August 3l8t, 1904,

Ifrs. Clara R. Anthony,
#1 Oxford St.,

Fairharen, Mass.

Dear Mrs. Anthony:-

Some days ago, I sent in your care a

letter to Mrs. Hearst, thinking she i»as in this

country. Someone has just told me that she was in

Burope. As the letter related to the offer of Mr,

Boutet de Monvel to sell his Jeanne d'AiC collection

of pictures, she may he i: ested to see the originals.

Vir, de Monrel is, moreorer j^^one of the most charming

of men, as you know, and I Sfenture therefore to send

the enclosed card of introdtwction for Mrs. Hearst,
m

in case she is sufficiently interested to make an

appointment with Mr. de MoilSrel to see the pictures.

Mr. de Monrel *b country pl4ce is at Merges, not far

from Paris, but a line froii Mrs. Hearst would doubt-

less bring him up to Paris jto see her. I am also

writing him a line on the ftubject to-day.

We are solicitoijiiy looking for a letter

from you about your healtb.f
i.

Paitl\fully yours,

C-^:
r*
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But even if there were a shortage, the resources of the Hetch Hetchy ten years

from now would not meet the emergency.

I have said nothing here of the offer of the local company, the Spring

Valley, to sell to the city all its vested interests and options, which it claims

would solve the problem for a hundred years, nor of the desirability of establish-

ing a great filtration scheme, such as London is about to do, abandoning the

plan of piping from the Welch mountains. These are pertinent considerations

and they are new to the present Congress, and time should be given to them.

This piece of vandalism, so repugnant to the enlightened opinion of the

country, can only be rushed through by the deference of the judgment of

Congress to the statements of interested parties. A complete investigation of

other sources (which the Army Board states that it has had neither time nor

facilities to make) should be undertaken by an impartial commission.

Col. Heuer, U. S. Engineer, said in 1898 :
** Engineers who made surveys

of Lake Eleanor and Hetch Hetchy inform me that there are other Sierra

supplies which can be brought here at much less cost than the Hetch Hetchy.

The latter by persistent advocates has been preached, almost forced, into

acceptance by the people of San Francisco."

The simple issue is not *^ Shall San Francisco have a satisfactory water

supply?" but ^^ Shall the National Park be dismembered and Hetch Hetchy
destroyed unnecessarily ?" The report of the Army Board is quoted in favor of

the scheme. But it includes the following significant, if not conclusive,

paragraph:
*

' The Board is of the opinion that there are several sources of water supply that

could be obtaified and used by the City of San Francisco and adjacent communities to

supplement the nearby supplies as the necessity develops. Fro?n anyone of these sources

the water is sufficient in qua?ttity and is, or can be made, suitable in quality. While the

engifieering difficulties are not insurmountable, the deter??iiningfactor is one of cost.''

In other words, the American people are asked to subsidize the city's water
supply to the extent of the money value of Hetch Hetchy and of five hundred
square miles of phenomenal scenery. Put up at auction, what would this

wonderland bring? '* What am I bid," the auctioneer might say, *4or one
superb valley, twenty miles of unique cascades, half-a-dozen snow peaks,

beautiful upland meadows, noble forests, etc., now owned by a gentleman
named Uncle Sam, suspected of not being able to administer his own
property? Do I hear $20,000,000 to start the bidding? Remember that these

natural features are priceless."

Will the reader of these lines also remember that fact?

Citizens, will you not help prevent this outrage by writing in protest, how-
ever briefly, to your Senators and Representative, and to Hon. Reed Smoot,
U. S. Senate, and Hon. F. W. Mondell, M. C, Washington, D. C, and to

the press, and by asking others to do the same? '^They have rights who dare
maintain them."

Respectfully yours,

Robert Underwood Johnson.
327 Lexington Avenue, New York.

August 1, 1913.

[For publication and comment in the press]

THE HETCH HETCHY SCHEME
Why It Should Not Be Rushed Through the Extra Session

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Fellow-Owners of the Yosemite National Park:

For twelve years the city of San Francisco has been trying to obtain from
the Government the gift of the wonderful Hetch Hetchy Valley, eighteen miles
from the Yosemite Valley and one of the chief attractions of the greatest of
your National Parks. The plea has been that the Hetch Hetchy is the only
available source of water supply for the city—this being the only plausible reason
for the scheme, which involves the destruction of the valley, by flooding it as a

reservoir, and the exclusion of the public from two of the three chief camping-
places amid this phenomenally beautiful scenery, and from access to twenty
miles of the most remarkable cascades in the world. The language of hyperbole
is the only appropriate medium to describe the features of your Yosemite National
Park. Better that there had never been a Niagara than that the nonhern half

of the Park should thus be diverted from the use of the public. The Hetch
Hetchy is a veritable temple of the Living God, and again the money-changers
are in the temple!

For these twelve years a few public-spirited men in California and else-

where, led by John Muir, '* California's grand old man," and supported by
eight or ten national organizations, have succeeded in thwarting this project.

Their attitude is not quixotic. They say: If San Francisco could nowhere else

obtain an abundant supply of good water, supreme necessity would require
that the valley should be placed at its disposal. But they claim that not until

the city has demonstrated that the supply cannot be obtained from any other
source should any concession be made to its demands. And they further claim
that the city is under obligations to prove this negative—that the Hetch Hetchy
is not merely desirable, but that it is absolutely necessary. The importance
of the reasons for dismembering your Park must be equal to the importance of

the reasons for its creation. And the reasons for dismembering it must not be
accepted as final when they come from the party in interest. Otherwise we
shall pay too high a price for San Francisco's water.

I wish to call your attention to some aspects of this project that amount to

a scandal. Its proponents have been defeated four times—once before Secretary

Hitchcock of the Interior Department, again before the Senate Committee on
Public Lands in 1909-10, again before Secretary Ballinger, and again before

Secretary Fisher. Secretary Lane has refused to take the responsibility of

applying first to the Hetch Hetchy the revocable grant given by Secretary Gar-

field, and even Mr. Garfield thought that by compelling the city first to take

the Lake Eleanor watershed (which it could have without opposition) the

Hetch Hetchy would never be in danger. The city, by which is meant its



supervisors, taking advantage of the announcement that no general legislation

would be considered at the extra session, and the fact that the opponents were
therefore off their guard—many being absent or ill—have invented an *' emer-
gency'* and with the aid of salaried officials who have been at Washington for

several months, and, with a fund of $45,000,000 (water-supply bond issue of 1910)

to draw upon for expenses, are endeavoring to rush through a drastic measure
that would turn over to the city five hundred square miles— half your National

Park. The scandal consists in these facts: (1) That the appeal is made on
ex parte evidencefurnished by the city and not fully verified by the Advisory Board
of Army Engineers appointed by Secretary Fisher, and (2) that in presenting

data to this Board the city actually withheld a report showing that the Mokelumne
River region will afford abundant resources at a smaller expense.

Before considering this other source of supply, let me cite two damaging
statements of a general nature. At the hearing before the Public Lands Com-
mittee of the Senate, Mr. Nelson of Minnesota in the chair, Mr. McCutcheon
said to Mr. James D. Phelan, then and now the most conspicuous advocate of

the scheme, substantially this

:

'' You know, Mr. Phelan, that you could go out over night anywhere along
the Sierra and get an abundant supply of pure water for the city."

'' Yes,'* said Mr. Phelan, '' by paying for it."

And Mr. Manson (another advocate) echoed, ^* Yes, by paying for it."

This is matter of record and has never been disputed. It shows that the
object of the scheme is to get something for nothing—the simplest sort of a

commercial '^grab". The nation is called upon to make sacrifice of its noblest

pleasure ground, not to save the lives or the health of San Franciscans but their

dollars—and, moreover, to supply water not merely for drinking but for powerl
Again, the report of the Army Board states the belief of its members that

the city's reports on other sources besides the Sacramento and the Tuolumne
( Hetch Hetchy) are not thorough and complete, ** due largely, it is thought, to

the lack of importance and impracticability, frofn the poi?it of view of the city

authorities, of any source of supply other than the upper Tuolumne." This re-

port was made on the order of the Interior Department that the city should
investigate and report on all possible available sources. It has not done so in

good faith. This report of the Army Board, it is understood, was drawn up
by H. H. Wadsworth, Assistant Engineer and Secretary of the Board, who on
July 1, 1913, said he had not seen the elaborate report favorable to the Moke-
lumne River region known as the Bartell report, and added: '^I am very
confident that no such report was submitted to the Board." This is con-
firmed by Colonel Biddle, chairman of the Board, in a telegram to me.

The plain fact is that the Bartell report to the city of April, 1912, though it

was made for the city, proved an obstacle to the theories and purposes of the
supervisors, and therefore was withheld by them from the Army Board, substi-

tution being made of a report after a brief investigation by Engineer Grunsky
(July, 1912), placing the resources of the Mokelumne at 60,000,000 instead of

432,000,000 gallons daily I This withholding constitutes an important suppression of
the truth, and was a wrong to the Board, to the city's expert {Mr. Freeman), to the

members of both Houses of Congress, and to every other American citizen.

If the legislation is not railroaded through Congress, an even fuller report
of tht! Mokelumne resources than that of the Engineer Bartell will be presented,
along with an offer of rights and sites, by the Sierra Blue Lakes and Water
Power Co.

The advantages claimed for this source over that of Hetch Hetchy are:

(1) It would obviate the invasion of your National Park.

(2) It would save seventy miles of tunneling, much of it through solid rock.

(3) It would be a shorter route by sixty-five miles.

(4) It could be completed in four years, as against the ten needed to make
Hetch Hetchy available.

(5) Its owners will offer it to the city at a price to be arbitrated.

(6) Its watershed is virtually in a Forest Reserve (not a National Park) and
thus is more fully protected than a scenic resort like Hetch Hetchy.

The fact is that with the $45,000,000 at their command, the city made a

most elaborate investigation of the source desired, and very inadequate investi-

gation of all but one of the others. A Congressional investigation may be
necessary to reveal whether there was any sinister reason for this attitude.

The country ought to know that the grant to the city would do an immeas-
urable wrong to the residents of California's greatest valley, the San Joaquin.
Without water this valley is almost a desert; with water it is a paradise. This
central valley of California should have prior claim on the water. I well know
the purposes of Congress in creating the Yosemite National Park, for I was the
only person who advocated it before the Public Lands Committee of the House
in 1890. These were primarily to preserve the great scenery for the use and
recreation of the whole nation, to defend the forests against destruction by herds
of sheep— *

'hoofed locusts,'' as Mr. Muir called them—and to conserve the

waters of the region for purposes of irrigation in the San Joaquin Valley. The
residents in that valley are overwhelmingly against this legislation, and although the

city seems to have arranged with the Turlock and Modesto Irrigation representa-

tives, the people are not satisfied. This is particularly true of the Waterford
region and other large regions dependent for prosperity on the Yosemite Park
sources. In order to silence the opposition of the irrigation interests the city's

agents have agreed to divide with them the waters of the coveted valley. The
spectacle of thus parceling out the resources of one of God's most beautiful

creations has had no counterpart since the casting of lots for the raiment of

Jesus.

In the face of these facts, where is the *' emergency'' requiring the passage

of this piece of inexcusable folly? There is an emergency, but it lies in the

other direction: the emergency is that unless as American citizens you protest

to your representatives in both houses of Congress, your great National Park is

likely to be lost to you and your descendants forever. Yosemite Valley will be-

come *'the back door of San Francisco," and a precedent will be established

under which all your other National Parks will become the loot of corporations,

private or municipal. The pretense of the supervisors is that there is a shortage

of water—this in the face of a reserve of 100,000,000 gallons per day of the local

water company, to which Lobos creek and the wells of the city can add 8,510,-

000 gallons, while the water in driven wells is said to be virtually inexhaustible.


