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of Southwest Texas' largest ranches
W:I“ -:i-:r: m““;tr Forces' first pilot school for B-26
now

wll's fostest medium bomber and one of the deadliest

' .1942 and the first men moved
w of the field started in mid-1
mmhmmdﬂwﬂtw
Originally intended to be o school for bombaordiers, the field wos acti-
vated on Oclober 29, 1942 os the Army Air Forces Bombardier School,
Del Rio, Texas, with Lt. Col. E. W. Suarez commanding.

‘Heodguarters first se! up in offices at the United Stotes Federal
Building in HTH during October with @ small number of officers,

et . MmﬂMWnuﬁmd

 Movement fo the field was effected late in December.

ﬁm 26, 1942, commond of the post was assumed by Col.

“ W. Mundy, the present commending officer.

M’M as the first Morauder pilot school to be established in

#mm 2, 1943, the field was re-designated the Army
‘Forees Transition Flying School, Medium Bombardment, later to be
jed mum Pilot School (Specialized 2-Engine), its desig-

_r}

trai j slorted early in February, 1942, shortly ofter the arrival
mes E. Roberts, first Director of Training.

MM'&- efferts largely of Colonel Mundy, the
o ﬁl l'ﬂldllﬂl waos nomed Laughlin Army Air

e -l‘hln. Lt. Jack Themas Laughlin, of Del Rio,
_hhhwumﬂ 1942,

ssive dedicatory ceremonies were held af
hr Commanding General of the Army Air

i .*M wos principol speaker. The late Lieu-
‘Parents and doughter were honor guests.

m of expert Marauder pilofs every
m are commissioned officers who
wodvanced flying schools throughou!

. :- ; h,. s of both flying and ground scheol.
L




]

'I"m-, ]n:i Thnmu. Luughr;n ]r__ LT
fant doughter of the late Lt Jock
T. Loughlin, and her mother wers
the center ol attraction at dedi
cotien ceremonies Sunday, March
I8, I1%4) Majer Gan. Garold C
Bront, commaonding gensral of the
Gull Coant Traising Center, it tasn |
above halding littls Jackin's hand
while her mother and Col. George
W, Mundy, port commonding |
officar, look with Interest. Mo
Laughlin wax the formar Miss Mary
Fundalakis She married thea Dsl
Rio Ryer in Solt Lake City, August
7, 194,

Laughlin Army Alr Fiald wor namad
in haner of the late LY, Jack Thomas
Lu..ghl n, who wai killed a & 0 gt
owar Java, Jansary 11, 194 M
woi grodeched frem iha Del R

High Scheal in 171 and from the
Univarsity of Taass = 1910 Limw
tengat Loughlin war commimiened
Agill 27, 1541, Tha Rsld was ded

cated in by hanar Sunday, Margh
I8, 194d

Arriving for dedicotion ceremonies of Loughlin
Army Alr Fisld, Maojor Gen. Garald C. Bront
commonding gensral of the Gulf Coast Training
Cunter, is met by an honer guard end inipects
ity complemant.
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(lwft] Thousands of periom fram
southwartarn Tesas |oined military
panannel in honoring the lats L#
Jach T. Loughlin at feld dedice
fian caramoaigs, Suadey, March I
| 4L Visitge were sicorted Fhrough
sdministrative buldings doad bar
racks, and permitted te inspect this
Maravdars. A danling formatan
fying uhibition cimased the doy s
caramoniaL
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sour abler thes gradustion RERPGENS ware held In the post thagire ihess rudent of
thair way g Army Alr Force Bomber

B2 Margodsr Ls tembat mivioeg
Barmtgr Commong MeDill Fisla Fis,

Cammands Freparalory to
h-i. Gun Jamm E Farkat co
I Hhs Preduation ipeaier




lie¥t] “Hatreal, Kald daily af %50 p

" I ane ha
mast inipiring ceremonies adscted at & B At
tha iaunding of retreal j . .
wharever thay may bs ot tha tme § { ve
tha flag aoe valute o Tha A4Sk Ba "
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The Pest Heodguarters bulldisg i siluotes can e adly. The Rogpeie B
trally tha post. Administrative departe . ters.  Enla
| gnd affisen varge fungt " b
ol tha greqg =ai dona by wniiled . = W § cerem " e
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p fhe bullding's sppeoroace by § ) art .
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Vaiting digaitaris ore grewted by high ronbeg officeli ae

hongr guord one the 4080k Arey A Forces Bord e
the bend plop @ weltome asng ler ¢ Brgoder gesers
whe bon junt londed. The bond she previder muc

for inapections oed poredes. @1 well @ 8 daly
P

‘ d 'fjﬂ
wHican on =
isterand during the
permd of itk
i while clgmmgivg
demanstrats Joap
4 wndar the

oy ol e
cthilatic ofices




Officarn and wenlitted men ore tralned [n
Ih' ﬂring ﬂ'l Pi'“r", tammy guns and p vhals
Officars ara shown hers on tha firing line
for platel practics. Corstant proctice ho
brought forth tolented marksmen—and nel
all of them are from cowboy country.

logned to the army for imparianl we
rning thot am Imtrader 1 S8ar

a Garman Shapard dog

‘King,
is barling 9 viglow wa

in the wor offort,

Adminigirative ofican fiying officon and wn:
Lstwd man ars regquired te raks phyrical
training, o minimem of hour for snch growp
being specified in regulations. A clan af
siudent officens ia faking calisthanicy hare undar
the supurvision of on ethlsfic afficar.







All squadrons have
day toomi whare the
enlisted man  moy
go during off duly
hours. Thers writing
and reading facili.
ties ore ovallable,
ai well o vorious
games. Support of
the doy raom 0
maintained by
monthly contribution
fram wsoch Individ-
ual's pay.

This ls @ Troat wiew
of Poat Headguar
ters. On o ildw
ol tha wall lsoding
to the front door are
twa smply bamb
coiingr The walla

ars margined o all
yidmi by arrangmants
al limeitone

This pnnrng-nph -g
wapped Ukt ine da
tha sntrance of Foul

n tha Fore
ground (8 canvernng
with an aaligied man
gn duty In tha mes
wage centar All fm-
Fﬂ'r'ﬂﬂ‘l commulSa-
tiens are routed
threugh this eoffize




All religious demomination
hold services regularly (s
the post chopeh The
chaploin's office 1 elwan
epen for men webing coe
witatiom and  milivar
personnsl of il

crendt ond celer Find cer

fort in disconsing periona
mottars with the choplair

{le¥¥] This b on wsaterior
view of one of ths iwe
chopals ot Laughlin Army
Alr Fald, Men appraoch
ing the chopel ore plonning
te ottend services

Thiz photogroph woi taber
in the chopel on iy ded
cation doy in Apnl 194]
Representatives of all faiths
participated.




Pride of the station hospiial
in the stafl of Aurie This
sentet ranks highly in the Gull
Coant Training Canter in copas
bility, sfficiamey, attractivenass
and popularity, Enlisted maen
ond officers hove ditcoversd
that thers iy 1ome placiure |n
baing eenfined ta the hospital,

|bolow) Enlisted men are on
duty ot the station hespital
o1 fechniclans, Under ihe
coreful tutelage of doctorn,
the men hove besn traired o
fill impertant positions and
carry aul amsental dubiss.
They have the advanioge of
working with medern equip-
mant,

Ir ghr| The station
hospital oecupim
comiderable space
and consints of au-
mercus secticnl
Large wards and
private raoms, ade-
quotely furnished,
are iimilar fo thosa
in eivilian howpitals
Thiv pretly snitor
cheers o convoles-
cant to a speedy
fecovary.

—

Warking in the phormocy ot the station
hespital are anlisted men who sccumu-
lated wapariance in that field during
elvilian life, An officient Army Alr
Farce elauification office places svery
man |8 the job thot he s bedt swited
to fill and In which ha shows the most

e e —







Betore o

Making edjurtments in the nose of o B-26 Marauder, this mechanie
Marauder

erouchas in front of the bombardier's ssat,
o in perfact operating conditien

tokes e tha akiss everything







A porachute rigger
ralsas o parachute
in a ipecially con-
structed drying roem
whare it will hong
far 24 hours. The
Porochute Deport-
ment I8 locoted of
S5ub Depot and ci-
wilign
axpartly
do their
jeba.

wnrilu are
trained to
ossigned

distinguithin

‘_\‘.Ilpll: Owne af he
t

nid HMere, fwo mechan &1 dre ams :
l'"‘\_J‘u;-._. e e 3 n impeetin
- < o contrait in sitm Bebwess e

This wrulua

[
- ik ’ ddes af - 3
pared for o routine traiming Might. Beswath the
i an the -
bBa 1e gu = I
that spell death ond truction » :
n ¥he openings bBefesen the glom, giving the gurne ]

lant monesuverabddity

machan-

[laft] Thess
ies on the line ara

F-J!hlr'g, a B-2& Mo
rauder from a hangar
to the ramp. Saoon it
will be taken mte
flight by a student af
ficer who war aui-gned
te this peit for a pre
weribed course in pllat
img the warld's foutest
madium bomber

Ag line wol taken by
i

mateh

This silhountta of one of the men on tha My

of the stoff of the post photograph::
climb in through the plana i reaf

aboratory
g mamber

him abaut te asicend o |ladder #

-]



Siudent cFicerns who are suigned
te this fying Gald on the Men-
can berder. ofer groduoting ot
cikar tw=in BRgike achoal in the
Coart Trainieg Canter, pur
s

Gulf
sus @ =ine wesly couTe ta
e Wy the Mortin B-Db Morouder

Termnd by man who work on fhe
ina, and ahe by ket cfewi ay
prettiant combet ihip i the Army
Alr Forcen” i the Mostin B-24
Morouder, wees in Right here
The thort wirged comet of the
ghiss hon declt wwvers bBlown tc
the ansmy in gll thagters of wor
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This wagsllant flying “that" thew
a 8.2 Margudar affer o taiecH
gt Laughlin Army Ajr Fald. E=
listad men oa duty an aerial an
ginear are required to fly af this
specialized fwe angine Army Alr
Forean Pilet School ond they
lova It After plloting thiy
ship, studant cfican dhate they
prafer it to ony other plass
Tha B-28& i thalr ahip for combat
—
11‘* -




s L for Victory
wharaver Allied forces
ara fighting todoy ‘
and theie ErapEy
meckanict on tha Ay
ng ne show Tl I
frue ap:rit DY Ring
up in wedgs formeo
tion ia Tront of tha '

plane that hon given
the MAxiz mony heod
aches

|"§~". The achesl
.HE :I -] .'f‘—fhﬂ'h!
u pever complete
Thin Frowp  seoted
i= the blegchens u
shudying ond di-
cunting the slectrco
syvhem ol o BI8 i
e hanger wf onide
dor thin purpowe The
mktrucher i o nmown
termeauened o zer
wha 0 gealifed #¢
taeck Hwe cleu

Thia s & Wpica! hon

gar Im sama hang
moch-ups { plans
are |t up Yo Torr
i® machanicy and ¥
mri with thalr tru
Vurs The bulidings
Qre arge snouge v
house two Marawdei

at laost



Grouped on o wing
af the woeld's Tasten
medium bomber, thes
young fying officen
wars carafully 1elacied
for B-2& training o
piloti. Men who coms
to Loughlin Army A
FF.IJ fo “'l' this ahart.
winged comet of the
shiey wers fop ranking
graduoter al  other
twin-angine ichools in
tha Gull Coost Train.
ing Canter,

Gaos drilly are  held
II"'lqu-rﬂl-. and millfary
Persennsl s trained
te  perlorm rmglm
dubies =itk | ILE PoeCEs
adjurted for au lang
8 four howi ol a
Himp. Hers machanics
fll'l ot work dys ng @
gai alert




The mer ir the obeve plctuns ore Wert Palmt
groducier whe come to Loughlin Army  Air
Fisld +¢ receive apeciol imbrectiom in fiying
the worlds fortest medium bomber They
powd for the phoiogropher whils clanding
under the wing of o Marcyuder

“The show mint go on' wnd
v, bos mut calivthanios Ea-
Gated mar n fhis photegrapk
confines te masrsiss during &
§ut slert” pericd

e ot weather mes on the fly.
Ing line, mechanics and pilats,
drwws combariohly while carry.
Ing on their dulier. Flying i
bot ond duty businen in
seuthumatern  Tesms an  the
Mesican border.  Thew men
ore weshing 3 Morsuder ond
melrashing  thamuslogs baa,
with sprep of water,

[balow) Stending on the
tail of tha ship that pllet
fly with pride, this me-
chanie pushes o rudder
Inte o pealtien advhied by
by crew chief locking en
fram balow. Every mon hos
a job to do ot Loughlin
Army Alr Flald to auture
on efficient trelning pro-
gram that will sventuelly
spell dafeat for tha enamy




A difficult phetegreph te
toke, yot @ fine ane, | this
“hot' of o vudent oFicar
Insids o link trainer. Simu
latad Nying conditions are
the feature of link trainin
Befare o vtudemt I Hully
prapored fo ftals to Fhe
skiss he murt pau his link
pralnar  tests  muceenfully
and thew hin aplitude for
fiylng.

Tha pilot dess not ebtain
ell of his schooling in #he
air. In this picture savera
are seen in Link trainen at
the ground schaal, Cooped
up In the troiner the man
of tha confrols hondles
ot he would a real plone
under actual flylag cond
fions. He receives his in-
ructions from an enlivted
men wated ot o deik wheo
in in diregt contact with

the firalner by meoms of
interphone,




drinka

Tary

whe cthooss e be near thai
levad oari male  plezson
agresabls =i traisei Erlistmd

man afe alhe omighed We
duty hare




In ‘coffre
' adjacert

ihap,
tha FX, enliited

man chet ever o
cop of coffee ord
battley of soda

pop. In thiv peec-
ture, the wifs of o

| dsrgeant occompa:

nlen him 1o the
wating 1pot to par
foka of wefradh-
ments and goed
fullowihip.




Ground schoel trolning b an important phoss of E-l“mr:I:r
ing. Before pilots are vent Inte the air they Rm:“ ey
the coura tought in tha nl'ﬂ!lﬂ-d- I:hmﬂ‘ l:l'" u;muﬂ.l
matsoralegy, idemtfcation of friendly erd """‘;9.’#_ s
ond other importont things the! o Rymr mus

tought hers.

o
. o e A re ) |
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Intrection in rodls cods 4 port of the coune givan 1o
e=ary student officer lesming 1o pilol the B-2& Morouder.




Wearing ths Red Cren
wenl, post ombulonces
outside the station hos-
pital and thalr drivers
ore ever reody fo re-
spand fo on emergancy
& insignia of the
Madical Carps (1 paint
od on the side of the
embulance LITT the
Pomenget s deoor.

Mil"""’r regquiramenti
Habe that hoireuts mun
nel be more thon twea
Inchay in length The
barbar ars bept buiy
fram Ba m ioé B m
daily and sipecially as
""ﬂ Precad ag miped
fign,







. e
The NaaCom Club s oper daly hrom .
hosuns on Sefurdoy nighh or apscial o

i L} i -
The i In southwasiorn Tesas and o wds
dali al tha club, mipeciolly ofter woriieg &




Tha pott theolm & open for twe shows nightly and thres onm Sundoyr  Military per
scnngl Fheir wives ond sscorts. es the neeest relecses before they ore shown in the

larger cifien Clelliam whe worlt ond llve on the port ore welcome fo atfend the

Mmivias of Tha Fame ?' = 3 :":';.ﬂ: e RE-RL

E::f:trl ond ;qn C:J_mrr'-l..linrt:r! Officari hove thelr own saparats clubs. This Is an
ih;;]]; e ﬂ:‘ Oficuri ;1.&.: whate mambein o privileged to ga el any tims
ore held frequantly with wives ond lndy frimnds pariicipaling




Sidewalk cafes [n
Yilla Acung, Mas.,
are  potronted by
military  persannel,
Masican foods and

. drinks are almeyt o

popular with many
soldlers as thair G.|
adibles, Soldiers like
to toks wives, foami.
liss ond “dates” e
Meslcs ond collect
wouvanin for othgrs
oa the home fren

Laughlin  Army A
I altueted

aboul 10 miles frem
W Rio, Yax., on the
Ean border, The
nearwg Mluluh
"llnwm 1 VYilia

. Acung apg it affmr
*ntarianmyng
disre. §ull




Enteriginmants fer snlisted men ore spamsorsd regularly

by the Special Service Cffice. Tha hilority in this pic-
turs wen procohed by eslited men erterimining ot @
port show, Wi and lody friemds orm welcoms fo
atbgnd thass shows and mamy officen che find *hem
shjeycbis divermen




Pratty ;ir! parformar
who come to Laughlin
Fiald with US5.0. ond
othar road thows are
reol morals booster.
th Comel Caravan prs-
santed the cute cerobal
thown going through her
routine In this picture.




This ramr olaw ol & B30 Mormuder sn 1k

& Nyln "
the photsgrapher lasking from imderseath 'HL",:‘T“'::M:L':

Fropared wnd peii

Hed e Drmvirs by Tha Ullman Cempsnr. Brasklsn B
spprmaalies the s

i
urtery ond resparabias &l ike B

e schapwisdgs
ubilip Balgtimey OFge af Loughlls &rmy &5 Fisld



