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Introducing Sääʹmjânnam and the Saami



Setting up Saami
There are first and second class 
languages in the Wikimedia 
projects: those with Wikipedias 
and those without.

Northern Saami has a 
Wikipedia, while there are eight 
other Saami languages without.

With structured data, it is 
possible to serve the smaller 
ones, too.
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We cannot assume language 
communities will even know 

where to start, let alone how to 
navigate the complicated process.



● Streamline the  
setup process.

● Improve accuracy 
of language codes.

● Engage linguists 
and language 
communities in 
decision-making.

What should 
be done



We look for ways to engage 
with the communities, Saami 
GLAMs, and also 
computational linguists and 
terminologists to produce 
and enter terminology into 
Wikidata. 

Ways of working 
together



Collect and import vocabularies in 
the Saami languages into 

Wikidata
● Multilingual cultural heritage concepts
● Place names in Sääʹmjânnam



Depictathons

Structured Data on Commons allows 
new event types of 

depicting and describing media on 
Wikimedia Commons, even in 

underresourced languages.





Infoboxes
Northern Saami has a Wikipedia, which 

lets it benefit from 
universal content components.





External use
● Wikimedia content becomes equally 

available in these languages in other 
projects like Wikidocumentaries.

● Provides an opportunity to gamify 
collecting terminology. 

http://wikidocumentaries-demo.wmflabs.org/Q63254390


Challenges
● False data
● Racist, 

eugenics-based 
data

● Data usage 
without consent

● Sensitive data





Nothing about us without us



Sensitive data





The ontological challenge





Gæjhtoe! Gïjttuo! Gijto! Gijtto!
Giitu! Takkâ! Späʹsseb!

#iyil2019
 

#gïelevåhkoe #giellavahkko 
#giellavahkku #kielâokko #ǩiõllneäʹttel


