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Feonomics Summary g L.
Report for October 1950 Prepared by: C, Gottschalk § L.a"a;»
GS-13 DAC
l. ¥ield Trips
a. Number of trips: 20
h. Cubiects covered and number of places contacted:
(1) Wi{sheries 6
(2) Vorestry 8
(3) 'ining and Geology 3
(4) Staple Foods 19
(5) Pericshable Yoods 19
(A) Fertilizer Mistribution 19
'7) Reonomie Investiration Wureau 19
RY Contrnl A~=.ciations 2
) Inec2ntive "“oods 19
H]r",\_ ‘”t'-!*l:"f‘ { . . 4
¢‘11 | Lol : ("-.. f l-i.n_‘kné-‘l.‘.)n 5
12) Power Sunply 3
(13) Explcelvar 1
"1*"! ‘ *n‘?lf*.x‘ o ‘_x;d*istries 2
(1) “timulatirm of Industry %
’1( I ‘ﬂk O’ 8
2. Agriculture
a, Land Reform:
land registration figures for Hokkaido are:
255
Purchased agricultural lands 99.1° 4
Purchaced pasture lands 62 ,4% g
Reanld agricultural lands 08 . 54 o
Respold pasture lands 39,77 %
b, 4-F Clubs
The 4.7 Club r"ovemr-nt te showing a definite trena
d 1d not reco nize *he real va lue of the project or learn by doing ‘
L v ;
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The present indica-
favor and is in-

0 praCtice. There are presently over

c.:rea sing by belng put in®
The biggest block to

¢31 clubs and 10,976 members in Vokknido.
the program 1s the 1nck of Vv
qualified local adults,

c. Crop Collection:

The erop collection reports show:
57.2% collected

olunteer leadership by interested and

Rice and rice substitutes

Mugl 79, % collected

of rice has been nroceeding smoothly

Collection
A? for the same period last year,

with 57.27“ AS agﬁinst 39,
3, Fisheries

Nne Tishery roonerntives

(1) The following f41shery cooperative associations

were visited:s

The VMuroran City Genernl Flshery Cooperative
resocintion, loeated in Muroran City, Iburil
syh-Prefectures the wak¥nnail City Generel
P{shery Cooperative \Associntion, located 1in
wak¥anai City, Soyn s ub-Prefectures the Wakkanal
City Trawl Ront General Fishery Cooperative
resocintion, located in Wakkanai City, Soya Sub-
prefectures the Mombetsu Town General Fishery
Cooporntive'hssooiﬂtion, located in Mombetsu

Town, sbashiri Sub-Prefecturec.

nornl Fishery Coopera tive
largest of three cooperatives
h a membership of
- m(’r”berSo

Membershilp of the old Muroran Fishery Association
totalled 225. Six of the seven of ficers of the

»1d associntion, including the chairman, were

reclected to similar positions in the coopera=
tive by cooperative members using secred bpallot.
of the old nssocintirn Was

™he dissolution meeting
held on 13 August 1949, and the initial meeting
of the cooperantive was conducted on 1 September

rransfer of the fishery associa~-
ffected on 1 September 1949,
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method, but rnther {ndulged in theorizing. The present indica-
tions are that this real idea of 4-H 1s gaining favor and 1s in-
ereasing by being put into practice, There are presently over
A31 clubs and 10,976 members in Pokknido., The biggest block to
the program is the lnck of volunteer leadership by interested and

qualified local adults.

c. Crop Collection:

The erop collection reports show:
Rice and rice substitutes 57.2% collected
Mugl | 79, % collected

Collection of rice has been proceeding smoothly
with §7.27¢ as agninst 34,49 for the same period last year,

3, Fisheries
n, Wishery Cooverntives

(1) The following fishery cooperative nssoclations
werce viesited:

The Vuroran City Genernl Fishery Cooperative
Associntion, loeated in Muroran City, Iburl
ayh-Profeetures the Wakknnal City Generel
#shery Cooperative Associntlion, located in
wav¥anni City, Soyn Sub-Prefecture; the Wakkanal
City Trawl Bont ceneral Fishery Cooperative
Associntion, located i1n Wakkanai City, Soya Sub-
Prefecturcs the Mombetsu Town General Fishery
Cooperative rssocintion, located in Mombe tsu
Town, Abashiril Sub~Prefecture,

(2) The Muroran City Genernl Wishery Cooperative
Aesocintion is the largest of three cooperatives
active in Muroran City with a membership of
530, including 201 associnte members.

Membership of the old Muroran Fishery Agsociation
totalled 225. Six of the seven officers of the
old associntion, including the chairman, were
reclected to similar positions in the coopera=
tive by cooperntive members using secret ballot,
™he dissolution meeting of the old nssocintirn was
held on 13 August 1949, and the initial meeting

of the cooperantive was conducted on 1 September
1949, Complecte transfer of the fishery assocla~
t1ons assets was effected on 1 September 1949,
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The assets in thelr entirety were transferred

to this new general cooperative association,
™is coonerative was the first 'n Iburi “ub~
Prefecture to complcete transfer procedings.,

7% engine bhoats with a combined weight of 1,775
m/tons and with a combined FP of 7,636 are regls~
tered with the cooperative, The fishing boat
insurance program in thls area 44 very lax, Less
than ten ner cent of the combined value of the
coonerative's fishing boats are insured., 368
non-engine hoats are registed with the coopera=-
tive. The importance of the fishing boat in-
surance program was emphasized during the in-
spection, The shortage of fuel oil constitutes
the bigpest problem confronting the fisherman,
The present allocation 18 only 1/3 of the demand
and 1t 415 estimated that ten fishing days per
month are lost due to lack of fuel., This estil-
mate was bhased ‘upon talks with f1ishermen, boat
awnoers and cooperative officials and does not
tna1ude deyvs lost through poor climatic and/or
fishing ccnditions, In the Muroran arca the
sonsnn of tne largest fish catch commences dur-

ing OJetober and lasts through Decemberj therefore,

the crortape of fuel oll 1s @ matter of major
conceornn to the fishermen, From September 1949
through August 1950, 2 RA4,452 kilo-liters of
fuel oll werc roquostea

865,857 kilo~liters were reccived, The h'gh
cost of fishing %ear (rone and cotton thread)
and the influx of fishermen from Yonshu island,
who are revnortedly not recspecting conservation

measures, are other oroblems which were mentioned

by the cooperative, Only

by local fishermen cduring the course of the visit,

the October major fish cateh {s Alaska Pollack,

from 16 S~ptember to date, approximately 45,000 kan

have been caught by cooperative members, The

current price per kan averages 35 yen.
amount per share of etoc in this cooperative

aesociation is 500 yen, with the maximum holcings

per individual *:mited to thirty shares, The
capitalization of the coorerative totals two
million yen, It 18 satimated that ten per cent
of the fish catch of cooperative members is un-
roported. This includes the f1sh consumed by
rishermen's families, Most of the unreported

fish cateh 1is sold locally %o city consumers
at a better price than the cooperative can pay.
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Approximately 15 ner cent of the fish catch

{s processed 1into fortilizer, Thils proce ssing
The cooperative operates

a‘tranSportation service
truck and boat, and a fish market., The }1shﬂr-‘
men of Muroran are -

Arca Ad justment Commiesion.
cludes three communities, Muroran f{shermen

would prefer one commission for one community.
rour of the mombers of this “ca Area Ad justment

Commission arc {rom Muroran City.

(3) “ituatlions noted 1n the other coopcratives

visited closel

Muroran arca, In "Takkana
nage of the fishing hoa%ts has inereased three

times over the pre-war tonnage, while the fish
catch today 1€ catimated at sixty per cent of
the pre-war catch, w{shermen fcel that this

decrease is due to the decrecasecd arca of the
fishing ground and the over-fishing of authorized

prouncs, N7 main catch in this area at th's
time is s=almon timated that 95 per

cent of the salmon Ca tceh 15 unreported. The
unreported salmon 18 being salted for home con=-

sumntion by fishermen.

(4) Almost the entire catech of the mebetsu fisher~

men 18 processed Or canned with the excention
of local consumption. Roth processing and canning

ape done at local plants. Although the number
of fishing hoats has tripled 4in this area over
pre , the fish cate
dropped to thirt” per cent over pre

b. Supplies, T™e supply of fuel oil
1¢ reportedly only thirty per

In northern loca
on the black marketj; howeverl,

hlack market oll is 500 yen per 200 1iter drum
Other price trends

higher than the of ficial price,
of fishing gear ares

(1) Manila Hope (diameter 0,8 to 1 i{nch)

(a) Previous Costs 4,108 yen ver 100 pound s

(bp) Present Cost: 10,859 yen per 100 pounds.

(2) Cotton Thrcad
(a) Previous Cost: 700,50 yen per 1,1 kan

T
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(b) Present Cost: 1,834,50 yen per 1,1 kan

PMshermen reported that African sisal rope 1s almost
s satisfactory as manila rope for fish™ing purposes while other
types of sisal are inferior,

¢. FMishery Reform Commissioners of the Western Abashiri

Sea Arca Asiustment Committee were interviewed, This Areca 18
compriscd of Omu, Okonpe, and Shikotsu Villages anc ombetsu *
Town, %ight of z:he fourteen commissioners on the commission are
from Mombetsu Town. To date, one organizational meeting of the
commission has been held, It is anticipated tha®t in the future,
two meetings will be held per month, As no budget has heen ap=-
proved for the op-ration of “ca Areca AC justment Commissions,
thie commission has been unahle to hire a secrotary and has been
able to obtaim the services of only one accountant, This ac-
countant resides in Abashiri City., It 1s desirous of having a

; 10cal accountant and a sccerotary emnloyed in Mombetsu Town by
tho commission., T™he chairman of t-is commission 1s Mr, Shimnel
Onishi, age 73. ¥e is affiliated with the Democratic Party, 1s

the mayor of Mometsu Town and 1s a fishery operator,

d. Information. An article commemorating the firet
1ssue of the Tish~ry Vews runliched bv the J41j1 Press in “apporo
City was rclcased for publ! ~ation. The purposc of the Fishery
News 18 to fissceminate infcomation pertalining to the fishery
industry through ¥okk4icdo anc Tohoku with the least possible
delay, ™he inauguration of this service, reputably *the firs%
of 1ts kird in Janan, 1= capahle of greatly aiding the develop~-

| ment o the fish ry industry.

o. Tacilitics, Thirtcen cold storage facilities, five
fish markcts, cight processing plan®s (fish cake) and threce can-
ning nlants were inspacted, "hose facilitics were located 1n
Sapporo City, Ishikari Sub-Prefecture; Muroran City, Iburi Sub-
Profecturey Waklanal City, Soya aub-Prefecture; and Mombetsu Town,
Abashiri Sub-Prefeecture resncctively, with the exception of

'{s' Mombetsu Town where facilities were oxceptionally clean and
| sanitary, the other facilitics followed orotty much the same
nattern, Thceir general conditions wevc sa tisfactory; however,

the following minor discrcpancles were noteds

(1) T™here wer~ an insufficicnt number of duck boards
on floors,

(2) Fresh and stale fish were sually stored together,

(1) Floors of facilitles were pitted and pools of
wator had collected on floors.
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(4) Pipes in low temperature rooms were heavily
fced and doors to these rooms did not ¢close

tightIYv

Porrrr holidays occur twice a menth for eight hour
noriods cach, Unl~ser aa=~ 49 taken, somc svollage of marine

products occur in cold storage houses,

4, Forestry

a. Schoonl Forrst

(1) A ™4 -1¢ “vs-cction of the Bibai City Junior
Fiegh €e“o0)l Foreost was conducted, This school
roecntly reerived a commendation for pi oncering
the schbol for~stry program in Fokkaildo, The
original school forecst was cstablished in 1920
on approximatcly fifteen chobu of land, “ince
then this forest arca has decereased to seven
chobu, T™he land is owned by the city and no
ront 1s paid by the school, T"" forest itself
{s in denlorable condition, Last year 10,000
, fir scordlinge were set out on six chobu of this
| land. After the planting, no care nor attention
was piven the nlanted sooélings, an® grasses
and micccllancous growth smothered all changes
for sccdlins survival, The mortality rate of
these sccdlings 19 estimated at ninety per cent,
Reaprne rotcd during the course of the inspec~
| tioh that could account for this high mortality
\ rate. besides those mentioned above, are that
\ soediinas woere unhealthy when nurchased from
. the nursery and school children lack experience
and adcqgunate supervision in planting seedlings,
The way to rretify tris is obvious; 1.e,, more
aesistance must be given the school forest pro-
gram by forostry experis and by local citlzens.,
The P, T. A., usnally a povcrful influence in

Ci+v, o marked cisintercst was noted in the

nunicipal authorities and the local P, T. A

Also, a tcacher of the school designoted the
responsibility for the program, i1s unqualified, |
Ho 418 entirely lacking in for siry “ynow=how ,* |
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This is the third consecutlive year fir seedlings
have been set out on this forest land, Fach
ycar the crop has failed and the mortality rate
of these scedlings is nearly 100 per cent,
It was suggcested that as the surroundin{ forest
stands are nearly all larch, larch seed ings
instead of fir may have a better survival rate,
No larch has ever been planted in this school
forcst, a » {s heavy in the arcaj
however. with the abundance of rat poison now
nvailabio at no costy better rodent control could
be offocted., A follow up confercnce was held with
the mayor of ?ibai City, school authorities and
forcstry officials of the gorachi Sub-Prefectural
sovernment. A general discussion period was
held to attempt to clear up school forest problems,

A successful meeting was scheduled with forestry
officinle and with teachers responsible for the
cchool forcst program in Fngaru Town, Abashirl
Jub=Prefecture, The purposc of the meeting was
to discues forestry problems which teachers

moet while working with the school forest program,
A question and answer period was held, School
children of this arca received an invitation
from the "~pional Torcster to visit national
forcet sendling nurseries anc foreet stands,

™e establishment of school forcst seedling
nurserics 1s being continually stressed,

maeilitics and experimental forests of the
Hokkaido Proefectural Forestry Experimental
“tation, located in Fbetsu Town, Ishikaril

sub-Prefoeture, were inspected, The purpose
of the visit was to prepare & suitable tour which

could be used as SOP for visiting school children,
ote...0roups of school children are continually
visiting this institution, but present tours

conducted by personnel of the station are of
a negative value, As a dircct result from

comments exnrossed during the above mentioned
visit, a now system for conducting tours has
been planned by the eri-f of the Station, This

new system off rs mo“c information with an
~dueational value to the school children,
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(4) The Chief of the Fducation Section and A
renresentntive from the Feonomic SFectlon,
this Vendquarters, attended a ceremony com-
mending model forest seedling nurseries and
model school forests, Approximntely 150 persons,
{including the Governor of Hokkaido, attrnded
this ceremony. oShort speeches, stressing the
nead for increased secdling production and better
forcstry educatisi ior school children, were

giV("n.

“eccdling Nurserles

(1) The following forest seedling nurserics were
{nspected: Iburil Sub-Prefectural Forest Seed~-

1ling Nurscry&'rate Branch, locnted in Date
Town. I1buri “ub-Prefecture; 0j1 Zorin Forest

Scad iing Mursery, Engaru Branch, located 1in
Engeru 'T_‘own1 ‘hashiril gub=Prefectureg Yubetsu
|

Forest Scedling Nursery, located in Yubetsu
7illapge, Abashirl Sub~Prefecture.,

(2) The Tate Mursery, managed by the sub-prefectural
government, covers an arca of four chobu, of
which 2.7 chobu nroduce seedlings, Of the re-
maining ~ercage, onc chobu 1s reserved for cover

erops, Soy beans and ¢lover, and the rest is
used for the nursery's fixeé facilities, €.8«y

windbreaks, roads, buildings, etc.,.Next year
1t 1s anticipated thnt a branch of thls nursery

wi1ll be established in Noboribetsu, Porobetsu
v{1lage. ¥Tunds for this new project have alrrady
been annproved, Theé cstahlishment of additionnl
nursery acrenge was encourceed, The nursery
employs ten personnel to maintain seedling beds,
Turing busy scasons, especinlly spring additional
Inborors are hired, This nursery is planted
n1most entirely in larech, “ome beech, fir

acacina nnd black pine ar~ nlso being rnisea.
Pour tan of nursery ground Are used as transplant
beds wher~ scedlings noticably weak are set out
separated from henlthy seedlings sO that Sp00181
earc may be given them in the form of extra fer-
ti1izer, irrigntion, etc... Of the entire nursery,

these transplant beds
high mortality r=%e,

duc to the poor quality of sged ,
mortnlity rote for the nursery or

threc per cent,

/
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Although some grub worm and insect damage was
noted, damage 1s not enough to cause concern,

The main control measure in effect 1s the
collection of worms and irsects by hand when
secdlings are lifted, The use of the chemicals,
R'C and lead arsenate, WAS discussed with ap~-
propriante officials and the correct applications
of these chemicals were explained., Windbreaks

of the nursery are in good condition, The
foertilizer sunply to the nursery meets the de-
mand. Irrigntion facilities of the nursery arc
hnd. There are only two wells in the entire
nurecry compound and the water level in the wells
{s 1ow, The nursery manager reported something
was killing scedlings, from the top in some CASES
and from the roots in others, Dead or dying
scodlings were examined and parasite was found
under the bark, 1t was suggested that a BFC
sprny might prove offective, This problem was
turncd over to a forestry extension technicilan,
who anccormpnnied th's {nspection narty, for in-

vostigntion,

(3) The 0Ji Zorin Forest secdling Nursery recently
won n commendation as A model private nursery from
the Prefectural sovernment, The area of this
nurecry is 3.8 ehobu, 2,1 chobu in seed and
transpiant beds and .5 chobu in cover Crops
(red clover). The nursery 1s devoted to pro-
duecing larch seodlingsg however, some white
fir 1s being raised. JXperimen%s are being
eonducted on a species of larch seedlings im-
ported from Yamagnta Prefecture, These seedlings
appear to be doing well, Seven permanent personnel
are employed at this nursery and during the busy
conson additionnl laborers are hired, The average
wage pald thesec laborers {s 150 yen per eight hour
day, Fmployees are now preparing the seedling
beds for the coming winter, Bed coverage 1is
good, The soil of this nursery is very poor,
1t {¢ reported to be very neid and is extremely
stony, Secdllnes are not healthy, The fertli-
11zer supply 1s adequate, This nursery was es-
tablished in 19403 however production of seed-
1ings was curtalled Hy*Wbrid‘War II, 1t began
re-operation during 1948,
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(4) The Yubetsu Nursery of the Engaru National

Forestry Office covers an area of 8,8 chobu.
This is the most impressive of the three
nurseries visited., The nursery 1s managed ex-
cellently, It was exceovtionally clenn and the
facilities were excellent, “ome white grub worm
damage was noted and with all the faellitles
and chemicals available at the nursery, 1t 1s
surprising to note that the worm and insect
control in effect consists only of collecting
the pests when seedlings are lifted, Both BFC
and lead arsenate were in quantity at the nursery

| and the use of these chemicals was suggested,

| germination and growing tests are conducted

t at the nursery.

() At the ernclusion of each of the above inspec-
tione, a discussion was held with managers of
the nurserics and local forestry officials,
N"uestions and answer periods were held anc
nttompte were mede to solve loenl problems,
nesplte of these inspections were communicated
to the "ok¥nido Prefectural Forestry Department
and to officinls of National Torestry Offices,

¢, Forest Manngement

(1) An ar*icle streesing manngement of small forest
stands was orepared for the monthly publication
of the Vokkaido Federation of Forest Owners
Association. This article cited several ex-
amples of forest management 1n the United “tates.,

(2) Confercnces on forest management were held with
officinls of local forestry associations, and
national and prefectural forestry offices in
the Usu District of Iburi Sub-Prefecture and
in Fngaru Town, Abnsriri Sub-Prefecture, Current
managemcnt plans were reviewed, Fmphasis was
nlaced upon services offered by extension workers
and manangement specialists which are now ava ilable,

(3) Management of the national frrests in the Usu (
nietriet of Iburi Sub-"refecture was investigated, '
This district comprises an area of 20,000 hectares.

B8 per cent of the entire forest area of this
district are deeiduous trees and the remainder
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are conifcrous stands., As this secction of
the prefecture has becen designated as part
of the “hikotsu-Doya Natimnal Park, 95 per
cent of the forest area has been designated
as protection forest, The entire arca is
covered by a forest manogement plan based
upon sclective cutting and a 30 year ro-
tation period, This »lan was put into
operntion during 1948, The average timbher
yicld from the Usu District totals 81,000
koku, The nnnunl cut averages npproxirﬂtcly
450 chobu, The average annual reforestation
covers an arca of aporoximntely 270 chobu,
Approximately 1,200 chobu of forest werec
clear-cut during the last war, A six year
reforestation plan was ini€inted during

1948 to refor-st this clear-cut aren,

This »nlan 1= progressing on schedule,
Previously, aonroximately cighty per cent

of 211 reforestation was accomplished using
brond leaf svaciesy especially beech,
Procont roferestation proctices utilize
approximtely cighty per cent needle leaf:
A5 per eont fir and spruce nnd 15 per cont
Inrch, The mortality rote of scedlings
nfter they have been set out in places
designated for reforestation averages

nbout five per cent for the first two

vears, A&Although vole damage to lareh

trces 1s common in this area, pvoison bait

is now abundant enough to nf}oct nearly
complete control, An enlarged vole control
program will commence this winter, Bark
beetle damage is estimated at 10,000 koku

of standing tirmbor destroyed over a ten

year pcriod, The heetle control measure

in effect 1s the old stand<by; stripping

nnd burning bark of infcected traecs, No
forcest fir~s have occurred in this area
during the past ten yenrs, Firebreaks
maintained by this office total 13,400
meters, One fire break was-visitoé during
the inspecetion, Maintecnanee was poor,
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(4) A two hundred ycar old cedar (sugl)
stnnd of about 150 trees wes visited

in Maroran City.  The etnand is desig~-
nnted ns o natural monument, 1t is

well rmanaged.

(5) A small plantntion of twenty yecar
old fir ?todonatsu)'was visited on
the lakeside of Lake Doyo in Sobetsu
Village, Iburi Sub-Prefecture, This
1s nationnl forest designated as sce-
nery protection forest, The area of
this plantntion 1s approximately three
ehobu and 18 well managed, 1t under-
went its first thinning last winter.

(6) 8% owa Voleano in “obetsu Village,
Tburi Sub-Prefecture, was vigited
and civil engineering works were
noted rsh from this active volcano
18 pgrrdunlly killing the cultivated
1and 4in its immediate vieinity nna
heavy erosion has set in. Last
spring approxipately 8,000 ncaeie
treces were planted on %hree chobu
of devastated 1land between TOwWS of

grnss nnd clover seecd, "hile the

grass and clover did poorly, the
neacia shoots took root and the
young trecs are doing fine. The
result of this work 1s more than
antisfnctory nnd next yenr the rec~
1amntion program will be eonlar ed

The totnl acreage of devnsted and

necding reclaiming covers twelve

shobu. The praocticability of sow-
ing red clover on this land (reseed~-

ing variety) was discussed,
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5¢« Mining "nd Geology

n, Conl production during October totaled 1,018,000
tons, Only twice sincé the Occupntion began has month{y'conl
production passed the million ton mark in Fokknido,

be The mine safety record was advancing on the im-
provement side until the 1last week of the month, when five
miners were killed in n major roof fall at the 'Mitsubishi
Bibal mine., The cave-~in occurred when the roof along ap-
proximately 207 of the length of the coal face collapsed, The
slab of roof which dropped was a band of shale apnroximately
onc meter thick between the top of the coal and a stratum of
sandstonc nhove, The slab was bounded on cither side by a
thin fault line, ™he senm was nt an inclination of twelve
degrees, "nd the force of the weight of the loand tipped the
iron props over instead of causing 2 mechnnieal failure, Fow=-
ever, including these fatalities, the total loss of lives per

million tons was 297 lower Shan for October one vear ago, Other
cotl mine activities 1t ms vores

(1) On 15 Oetober n public demonstrntion of the
usc of mine rescue equipment was held in
sapnoro,., sponsored bv the Conl Department
of the “afety Nivision of the IT&I and the
Coanl Opverntors Associ~tion. Rescue tenms

from ten conli mines participnted in com-
petitive tests,

(2) A mine safety technicions school was opened

on 30 October nnd will be conducted until
28 Novembor.,

R o h ot

(3) Conl stock piles at the mincs decrensed
159 during the month but increased 5,87

nt the ports. In tons the total change
was nil,

(4) This Fendquarters cooperanted with the
S CAP conl pr-marantion specianlist in field
and office discussions relartive to research
"nd technical extension services proposed
in order to aid the industry in Fokknido,
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(5) Other Yining:

(a) ™he most recent data availlablic on metal
minc production is for the month of Teptember,
Except in instances noted below, the trend
is upward compared with both the preceding
month and one vear ngo, Decreased produc-
tion of lead and zinc resulted from a droo
in grade of ore produced at the ¥Fitami,Suttsu
and Yakumo mines, Other reductions were due
only to temporary influences,

6, Price and Distribution
a, Economic Investigntion Bureau

(1) Puring the month of October, a total of seven (7)
coordination confercnces were held with officials
of regional and sub-prefectural Economic Inves-
tigation Bureaus at Sapporo, ¥Fushiro, and Asa-
higawa. Conference agendas were keynoted by
overall planning and discussions for implement-
ing the Pconomie Investigation Bureau, "Ad-
| ministrative and Investigntion Inspections™
' during the 1950 rice crop season, Survelllance
scope for the period October through 31 March 1951,
as planned, will essentially follow the same
pattern as for the preceeding 1949 crop year
as outlined by PD Enforcerment Memorandum No. _’30,

% 29 October 1949,

o o— — -

§ L (2) ™ypical of the coordinatiom conferences held

during the rast month was a conference, which

convened 19 October at th's Headquarters,

Col, Switzer and staff members of the Fokkaldo

Civil Affairs, Rconomics Scction, met in panel

conference with reoresentative Japonese person-

nel on the subjecet: "Crop Collections.," Conferees

responded in commendable manner and contributed

to the major discussions with a gusto previously |

lacking in similar coordination conferences., Re = g
sultant crnclusions of the above conferonce are |
summarized as follows:

(a) The Economic Investigation Buroau will again
spearhend coo~dinated survelllance activities

during the 1950 rice crop season,
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(b) ™he active ccoprration of inter-agency
sunnort for coordinating survelllance activities
was pledged bv all the participnting agenciles,

(¢) Follow up confercnces were planned and ten-
tative dates announced for early November,
Results attending the preliminary control
effort will be evalunted, and, 1f necessary
read Justments will he eoffected to guarantee
positive surveillance raesults,

(d) Confeorces expressed a real concern for the
current shortage in carloading capaclity 1in
the Yokkanldo arca, and the resultant impact
it will have on crop collections, Actually,
the existing shortnge 1s currently impeding
cron collretion movements from producer areas,
The freight tonnage backlog accrued during
the first twenty day period of October ag-
grognted 121,700 tons., This figure added
to tho September carry over of 163,300 tons
plvee n total estirated freight backlog of
285,N0N tons as of 20 October, Food backlog
tonnage 1s estimated, and broken down as
follows:

j— ran— . - —

¥ish 15,000 tons
Potatocs 27,000 tons
Rice 5,000 tons

() Civil Affairs personnel were invited, and
accepted nn invitation to vislt the *okachi
sub-prefectural arca for the purpose of en-
cournging a local rcsponsc to crop collec-
tions, which, were reportedly lagging.
Obiniro-shi, and the surrounding arca was
visited during the period 27-30 October,

A total of fiftcen (15) conferences and

public mectings were held at clty, town,

and village level, Fnthusiastic

responsc was evidenced by all officlals |
farmers, and other interested persons ol:- !
tending the confercnces, (
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(f) Opinions of the writer after visiting the

arca are that crop collection quotas will
be filled, within the collection target

dates, Aémittedly, crop collection totals
for mugl in the Tokachi area, as reported,
20 October, are. considerably below other

reporting arcas, However, it was found,

without exception, that collection figures
submitted during the visitation veriod
indicatced that current collection percentages,
and total volume collected to date, were equal

to, or, excecded totals for the corresponding
pcriod last vear,

(g) Inclecment weather has substantially retarded
the natural field drying of gr=in this year,
Furthermor., Tokachl sub-prefecture 1is the
second largest potato producer in Hokkaido,
and the pre-seasonal tempcerature lows recorded
this fall have necessitated a concentrated
cffort be placed on potto harvests, The
writer "hile visiting the small village of
Fami-Shinoro, loc~ted on the Fushiro Rall-
rond l'ivision, noted thnt an accumulated
backiog of 7,000 sacks of potatoes had collec-
ted nt the small rail station, Attention
wns invited to the fact that the accumulation
had collreted during the sceond ten day period
of Octobrr, and was mounting daily, The
totnl freight backlog on this rail division
1lone, a8 of 20 Octobor, was reportedly
85,006 tons, ™archousing is at a premium

in this area, and, plus the fact that 1€

was snowing, with tomperantures consistently

near freczing, are indicntive of the local
plight.

i (h) Another factor which has reportedly impeded
| mugl crop collections 1s the higher grailn
~ inspection st ndards imposed this yenr by
the government., This fact has been parti-
cularly true for the Tokachi area where the
barley component of the total mugl quota
is nbout righty~-five percent., The rejection
of barley deliveries for failure to meet
polishing stand rds, has to date, totaled
thirty-cight porcon% (382) of the total |
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ini*inlly delivered, ¥armers have been
instructed to repolish and mecet the govern-
ment inspection standards, Local Japanese
government advisors have suggested the use
of rice polishinQ machines for removal of
the undesirable "awn" which has reportedly
been responsible for the bulk of grain re jected,
Conversely, farmers declare that cost factors
rules out %hn proposed method desplte the
inereased producer price vnaid for barley
this venr., Furthermore, 1t is claired that
inerensed milling lossas are incurred 1f
the nbove method is enployed, The alternative
hns been a recourse to conventional mortar
and hand rdishing methods with resultant
belnted deliverieés,

(3) The “zpporo Economic Investigation Burean
completed an investipgation concerning the
downegrnd