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' U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
* '(PLCIFIC)~
- /0 ‘PUSTIMASTER, SiN FRINCISCO

INTERROGATION NO.. (UseBS 371) - ' . PLiCE¢. TOKYQ
NiVe NOG 747 0 o Sl DT 12 November 1945

Division .of Urlgln; Naval unaly31s Divislon |
Subjact-' S i hntl-Submarlne farfare; 3

Pursonnel 1nterrogatpd and background of cach'+

Captain KuMIDE S., I.J.N. ‘From DbCOfﬂbb
1942 Captain KiMIDE was squudron leader of o tralnl -

KLSUMIGLURLy from Lugust 1942 to September 1943 he 1A ch@d :
Air Headquerters in TOKYC and his dutics were concerned inm 'gqpa ts

and camouflage; September 1943 to December 1944 he was! it the 901
kir Flotilla as the Commanding Officer; during the ‘time. of :Dgcember
1944 to~thé ¢énd of the war, ‘ptuln KaMIDE was Senlor St ff Membbr

of the 901 4Lir Flotilla,

“here Interviéueds” JELIT Building, i3
Interrogators Commandur T.H. NDORER U.s. N

, ]ixitefz}}arétfef-f--z Lt Comdr. se,ymore (n) MILLS‘IEI\I US\R

b ThlS interrogation covers: general 1nformat10n on the Japanuse
anti=submariné effort: so far s aircraft are:con¢éerncd, ' The 901 ulr
Fleet equlpped ftith: 2 mixture of obsolggpent dircraft made: 2 weak

¢ffort to protect Japanese shipping,. Orgdnizatiaon,. equlpment search
and attack doctrinc, duV&lOPmcnt and rcscarch, and training are dis-

cussed very bricfiy.-
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Qe Vhen did the Japrinese orghnizal.an..oir fleot’ to be used chiefly for
anti=submerine missions?

y ”hhﬁf;Iﬁ Déqqmbgr 1943 the 901st Lir Flect .wds .organizcd at- TLTEY.M.
7 's0lely ‘for ‘the' purpose of escorting conwoys.:i ...

Q. Duscribe the organizéticnVés the “90Lst iir Fleet? - . . .. .

L. Uhen orgenized in December 1943, the 901st Lir Fleet was composed

of onc unit cquipped with.48-léndibmswditwiﬂﬁengine bombers snd another
unit equipped with 32 four-engine flying boats. ss the wumericsn sub-
merine threat inercoscd’the eretFWﬁBTgrﬁduallyJenlargedﬁﬁ In:-January
1945 it_reached maximum strength, The aireraft rssigned were as follows:
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The obove zireraft trere moved . Lrom: base to: base :according to .opera=-

tional requirements, ook ok LY ek o B g e

Qe 'as anti-submarine warfare, as.'conducted. by ayreraft, given . a low
priority by the high commcnd, thus moking it difficult to build the
forces to the necessary strength? 0. - - . .. Vel £ 3ot e

we In the beginning of the war it was not considercd of great impore
tance which - accounts for the low 'strength of ,the 901st ,uir Fleet. In
Deccmber 1943, prompted by serious shijping losses, we quickly increcsed
1ts strength and enlarged the ‘orghnizaticn of the 901st Squadron,

”Q.”Ffur¢ aIffthe aircraft iin the 90Llst Floctlandzbascd-plancs?

AJn:Yesj'butitﬁﬁfﬂéédftjfleéf'éléé oparﬂtédnascorts,cagpiens,fpr;pro-
. vection of convoys, ! Thé earriérs. wére never: sent. out;.on;cffensive
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Qe &t what time during the wer do you consider thet:aireraft were most
sucessful against submarines? |

e Defensively speaking, it das during May 1944, at which time we
convoyed ships from EMPIRE to SwIP.N with the loss of only one ship,
opeaking from offensive st. ndpoint, the most successful pcriod of oper-
ation was the fall of 1944 when we were shipping very hcavily bctween
FORMOSs and the PHILIPPINES to supply the army bascd therg, I estimate
that the Lmericons had over 10 Submarines operating in that region and
I think the flying boaks were able to sink four or five of them, I

lay much credit to the fact that e equipped the aircraft With MLD,

No ships werec lost at this time,

Qe Mcke 2n cstimate of the total number of submarines sunk by Jopan-
¢se¢ alrcraft during the entire war?

ise The 90lst iir Flecet cstimated that they sunk about 20 during the
entire 'ar, I've no cccurate information on the totnl number of sink-
ings, although they reported at one time to hove sunk s high as 500,
This exapgeration is caused by the fact that pilot repcrts are ine-
accurate since they are nct required to furnish proof.

e ‘lere the aircmaft listed in the organization moved frem base to
basc according to the cstimated location of Apericon submarines, or
according to the volume of sca bern traffic in the subject area?

e Both foctors were taken into consideration hen moving aircraft,
attention was given to the value of the convoy as weikl as the sizc,

Qe ‘hy was this force orgonized in the number indicated?

ae The 901lst Lir Fleet wrs organized with hat aircraft were available,
regardlcss of their adaptibility to antiesubmorine warfare,
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| 'G'Q‘.rUndcr what' conditicns were the above fuscs used? o
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- Qo “That: type of aireraft was considered mosteffective against.. submarlne?

e BETTYS and. flylng boats, Due to the range and ‘endurance and ex-

perience of the pilots, the above aircraft were the only. type used for
nlght Opcr tlon. 4 ik |

Qe Dld the Japancse construct a special aircraft te be used agalnst

- submarines?

Li 'In May 1945 we developed . special plane (LOHNA) for the convoy,

- which was very similar to the BETTY, ' Twenty-of these 11rcr1ft were de-

livered in July 1945 and used until thu end of the Ware .,

Q. aside from standard equipment, :hat SpuClul equlpment was. 1nstalled
in your :antiesubmarine planes?
n. Radar nnd MiD; no dther specicl equipmentTwas carried... .-

| -y 4

" Qs HE -ﬂny Sprl&l un1pmbnt provided for alrcraft empldyed at nlght?

ie No.special night equipment wos used; aireraft hemed on the sub~"
marine with radar until within 500° maters at-which time they completed
thdlr rin by dbﬁd reckoning. . 13

i P D1d you. have a 5pec1L1 bﬂse or' ostablishment uhere you studied"
* anti-submarines Jarfare in order to dcvelop 8p001hl<wcapons for use

agalnst submarines? e Plig o Ao |
Lhe 41l research was done along with other n1rcraft davelopmpnt at |
YOKOSUK&.. i
Qo 1hat do you con51der to be ~the outst“ndlng antl-submarlne duvélopmcnt
made by the Japanese during the war? TR e

A. The M;D and Radar equlpmbnt._

Qe uftor thb spgc1al uqulpmunt was deGlOPLd, was’ 1t 1nstﬂlled ih the
alrcraft at your outlylng bases cr did wyou have to make the. installations
in JAPuN proper? |

‘he They.zall were orlgln“lly instolledin JaP.N, Towerd the ¢nd of the
war it was possible to mcke installation at outlying b&SuSo

Q. ‘t'cre the radar and MLD cqulpment 1mprovud as the war progressed?
Le Yes, both wcre improved technically as well as -operationally. 4s a
rcsult of this improvement. the range of the M.D was incrcasédgfrom 130
to 280 moturs. '

Qe DuSCrle the depth bomb used by Jopancse aircraft.

e Ue had two types: 250 kg and 60 kg vhich were crdinary bombs fitted
';'”1th spu01 1 nose cnd tail adapters. The fuscs cmpioyed were timecfuses

‘pathér than hydrostatic fuseés ond vicre set:at 3, 5, 10 and. 16 seconds
vhich gave on explosive depth cf 10 -metars, 45 und 80 meturs reSpec-
tively. i 205, A TR Y :

. ! 1

4o 4t night, when it was genérally considered -that- the submarine would
"té on the surface, the 10 and 45 meters were carried. . In the day time
when the submarine would spot the aircraft-and thus have time to dive
to a grcater depth the 45 and 80 meter fuses were used.,, 2

Qe Vere any othcr ugupons such a8 torpedoes used, against submarines?

Le In Febru:ry and March 1944 e tried to use torpedocs against sub-

mrines but after fcur or five months of unsucgessful attacks the idea
71as8 abandoned, The torpedo employcd traveled in 2 reducing spiral.

in attemptiwas made to drop the torpede 200 meters in advence of the
submarinc. It made four complete circles during thich time it sank
to = depth of 200 meters, This torpedo was fittcd with contact fuses.
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TR.NSCRIPTTof Interrogation (Captain KAMIDE , Sey TadeNe)e  _ _

Q. DidithelJppanese patrol critical arecas éay and night?
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e What type of scarch was used? 3 5t L ATRTEE ) TS AR TG L

Ly Sedbor, sbox and - sPrral SLarchus'were Ude pendlng an theis ;situation,
Sector scarches wWere conduebed at a ranga of. 250 miles by . multl-englne .
aircraft .and ©120 ‘miles: by 51ngle-eng1ne akrcraft, e e st

Q. By what method d1d the Japhnese malntaln a- plet: of: tho: p931t10n of 4
amcrican. submarines® .

by - BLE plots cf submarine p081t;on$ were, kept. by theiGrand: Escort Flcgt
of TOKYO: ' Thig plot included ‘the antlre ‘PLCIFIC WCEAN: Area,: Heuaver, "?'

'IL u =

arega commends Wére only: furnlshed 1nfcrm¢tlon eoncagrning : their 6w’ arca:

and this was done enly when 'special inteclligence was abailable to the
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Qe Vere you qblc to maku use . of RFD in order to plut the p051t10n ‘of

americon submarines? )
Le RDF searches were sgmetizes nsed to maintedin: o gencral: plot.but wk
due &u' chmmunlc&tlon dlfflculty between varicus. statlons,.thc 1n£ormat10n
a8 not rbcelved in’ t1me to be’ of 1mmed1ate cpmrgtlonal voluo.:if? |

Qe How did ycu cover a convoy with aircraft ncﬁ uqulppbd ”1th M@D? ,
ne Two planes were ncrmally used,, One aircraftivas. ¢ontincusly f ..
circling atithe radius Qf 3, 000 mctgrs :hlle theegecond- plane: covured

the sector abéut 609 on- erch Yot dherd tc a distonce of: 5 000 mutors.- .
The ﬂngle Vﬂrlud wlth the Specd o pen e dh oah, v SEE B St e W

- N . i ]
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Qe that repcrts were made after contacting a submarine?
{~e The doctrine was to attuck flrat, report the centact, then mark thu
locoticn of the' ‘submarine/ N -y Th 7 i gt .

u.'{
'Il
L | & i
r‘ ] LI

(e &t what altitude did the airere ft'ncrmdiiyﬁpﬁfggifh

he Day time, between five cr seven hundrad mcters; at: nmght, betwcbn -
two or threc hundred mLtcrs..jjg ot B NS X % 1 ieitng b B ol
Qe hut altltude was flowm when using readar?, o, oo . S e
e Thé Same- altltudc “s glven above was used”whbn cpurating radqr. g
Je Was the radar opcruted at all times .during the patrol? - #i v s
we CcnﬁinueuéJUE at nlght tlno- shut off durxng thu dqy tlﬂu.-uulsf e
Qe hy Was’ 1t"nLt used durlng thb dmy tlme? ua it R
i, Because the Jopenese radar wos not so efficient and the use of |
visual search was nct rollablo. Vhen, the. ~visihility: wos, bad we used .
dar. . : - _.' s i el &ﬁ o TS ;ﬂ GJL R S R ) B

" . il : T
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Q. Did'the ks pencse give gny ccns;doratlcn }¢ the. £oot: that: tho mse! © .
cf o2ir-bérne radar cculd pcssibly ﬂrn tho subnﬁrlno cf . the;prescnce . "o
of Joponese: ‘sirer-ft? P A
Le Nc ccngideraticn was given tc that foet,
Q. Vhat was the ncrmal rnnge ut ”thh yo expectsd to plck up Q. sub- e -
ﬂﬂrlne-wlth radar? v " 5 5 - -
A. Lbout 712 mlles. Lurge t rgtts \erc ncrm%lly chk@d up at a great-t
r distence, - ¢ Ay T o T e RiE  hael 3
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Qe /Lfter the submarine is picked up by the, rodar, is. the pllot ablu . :
to fly directly to the subnarlhe? o B e B begeide Wiy, e o ;:
Hne JYesy they csn. : i * % 5, Bl F Sy
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Q. Vhen hcming tc .2 submarine do you fly a cclllslcnxcourse or fly in
a curve such that'the alrcraft 1s always huLdbd towards 'the subniarinet:

ne Ve fly a pursult curve since it is necessary t6 kecp the: submﬁrlne;
dlructly ahead, .. |

rd

i h b

(e ht Jth dlstance dces the submarlne fade a way from the radarf

ihe The torget fades at 500 meters. B DLy

Qe Did ycu copmsider the aircraft as an attack weapcn, cr merely as

a2 means tc discover the prescnce cf the submarine whlch would /later be
destrcged by surfacé craft?

4 The aircraft was considered a primary means of destrcying submarines
but surface vessels ccoperated whencver possible, ’

Qe Describec briefly ycur attack dccetrine,

Le It was cur pclicy to attoack immediotely as soon as the. submarine
wascsighted, The submarince wes ncot strafed since we had nc guns. One

or twc bombs were drcpped depending cn the decisicn ¢f the pilets. The
pilcts were allowed tc attadk at any time they thcught they had a chamce
to damage the submarine. after making the attack , the pilct immedlae-
tely made 2 centoet repert and marked the best kncwn pesiticn cf the
submarine and remained n staticn until reliceved cr fuel exhausted., We
had nc plans ¢f cocrdinated attack by mere than cne circeraft,

Qe Did ycur pilcts meke o ppecial effort to aveid L fire when app-

rOﬂchlng o submarine?

fre Nu, in ~lmcst every casc the submarine submerged befcre the air-
raft was in range.

(e Did ycu have a plan fcr cocrdinaticn with surface vesscls during a
submarine centoct? |

he wn effurt was made to werk cut a plan but due to cummunicaticn
difficulty nc cccperaticn was possiblees The aircraft mere}y marked
the spct and visually directed the surface craft tc the scenef the
centact,

Qe Hcw lcng vas a submarine ccntact follcwed befcere ycu abandened 17
&) Twe cr three days. In planning the scarch during this time, 1%
was thcught thot the american submarine made 3 kncts submerged.

Qe Vhere were pilcts troined te use speeial equipment such .as M.D?

he Training s dcne a4t SuIKI and YOKOSUK.., Experienced pilcts from
squadrcns in cutlylng boscs were sent tc the above places and thorcugh -
ly trained in the use f the ncu equipment in (rder thet they might
return tc their squadrcn ond train ~11 hands., These pilcts were al-

sc given speeizl bembing training (n o tame submarine in MaIZURU.

Qe Uas any infcrmaticn relative tc¢ anti-submarine warfare ¢ btained
frcm the Germans?
ire No ° y

Q0. Vere the pilcts assigned t¢ anti-submarine units ccnsidered in -
fericr tc these assigned to standard ccmbat units?

ie The inexpcrienced pilcts that is new pilcts, were equal te thosc
furnishcd tc cther units as replacement.  &ir effort was made to
"freeze" L/S (anti-submarine) pilcts but it was difficult during the
last yecar f ar because scme f the best pilcts were assigned tc the

specinl attack units,

0. Did the irmy ever assist in convey duty?
we The Lrmy did esccrt werk in the arca ossigned them by Headquarters.
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from TOKYO, There was nct jc1nt osccrt uperaticns between the army

and the Navy, The nrmy escerted. ccnvcys at dlstﬂnt bases such as .
NET GUINEA,' .

¢

Qs That was the greatest cause f lcss cf the Japﬂnese antl-sub-
marine aireraft?

Le Lmerican Fighters. | .

i . R
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i

L

RESTRICTED - 371-6-




