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““Nﬂ\\\\UNITED STATES STRATEGIC BCMBING SURVEY
HORALE DIVISION

Tokyo, Japan
13 November 1945

Interview with X, Kimura and T. kiguguchi, representing Hr.
olzumi, Chiefy FPolice Bureau, Home Office,

Bl BT

SUBJECT: Control méﬁsures of rumbr and morsale during the ¥ar,
TINE : November 12, 1945, 2300 - 4145 P, i,

FPLACE 3 Meijil Building. |

INTERVIEWEAS: Lt. Dowers, USNR, and Lt, (Jg) SEVELL, USNR,
RECORDER : Lt. (Jjg) Sewell, USNR.

INTRAPRETOR ¢ Lt. (jg) Thorlaksson, USNR.

JBocuments from Mr. Kimura: (1) Reconstructed local morale
reporty (2) Samples of Rumors,

PLThe interview was held almost entirely with Mr. Kimura who
took the role of the senior member. iMr, Kimura's contact with
morale matters in the national government was very brief, May -
July 1945, but he claimed to have read earlier reports. His contact
even during this period was with the morale reporting - cnalysis
service rather than with morale control, about which latter he
claimed to know little as it was in another part of the government.
dence the interview was directed awav from ®eontrol measures® t+o
the content, semPces and aporaisal of information flowing into
Tokyo, with emphasls on rumor., Ilir. Mizuguchi's contact with the

subject was even slighter, being confined chiefly to American
ieaflets,

#ithin this narrower flileld, the Interview's greatest difficulty
was 1n securing specific examples to implement the discussion. ir.
Kimura did not hesitate much, even on time trend questions, so long
as he could generalize, mention "types" etc., but when he was asked
for examples of speciilc rumors, even during nis May -~ July 1945
period of contact with the reports, he could not provide them,

This did not appear to be 2 difficulty of interpretation. However
in other matters WMr, Kimura seemed to be c00perative.
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Ko sdmura: Chief of Forelign Section,
Chief of the Personnel Affairs Section,

Governors oecretariat
TOKYDO KETROPULIS.
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BACKGROUND INFORNATION (Mr, Kimura, continued)

1.
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July 15, 1945 - Get, 15, 1945: Secretary of Foreign Affairs
section of the Minlstry of Home Affairs, HH&s duties ineluded
the protection of foreigners and liaison with foreigners for
all of Japan. From mid-July to mid-August was with C.T.C..
Ihese positions were held simalneously.,

May 1945 - Julyl®45: was with thiought police in section
which had charge of antie-sahotage work (Japanese and foreign),
mass meelings, etec., In this division he served again as a
secretary., Hls principal work was conpling informetion {rom
police g¢hiefs about suspected individuals and on attltudes,
tnis was then reported to high-ups. Another individual
collected information on communists; another on political
parties; stlll another coordinzted this work.

Auge 1944 « lay 1945: was secretary for kinister (without

portfolio) Kodomo, who represented the house of representatives
in the cabinet,

July 1942 « juge. 1944: with Dept. of Home Affairs., Iis duties
were to supervise and procure materials for road construction,

Auge 1939 - July 1942: with thought pollce in Hiroshima,

1926 - 1939: with home minlstry working on proteetion of
snrines, eic.,

- Bducation

Graduate of Tokyo Imperial University.
Majored in law. Hzs been in civil service since sradustion,

umdl Mi

2

Dec., 1939 - Nov. 12, 1945: Police Buresu of Devnt. of Home

Affairﬁ’ TOkyOo '

Jutiess Protection of foreigners and foreignert!s property,
CeleCe work Dee 1941 - Aug, 1945: Duties - Compilled
reports of spy activities in various Kens and sent
these reports to his superiors.

Joined police force in Osaka in VWarch 1929 as = noliceman,
femalned a policeman until 1939,

1935 entersd Osaka district police office,
1937/ came to Tokyo and attended police school. Studied & wonths
mainly in the field of general police work, but had no training
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in thought?police WwOrk,
sept. 1939 returned\to Usaks police office in city of Fuse.,
March 1938 returned to district headquarters of Osaka ~olice.,
Eleven years (11)
anterview

llotes B represents Bowersy K represents Kimuraj; i represents
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¥izuguchi,
What do you understand the subject'of this interview to be?
The aeffeet of the bombing ~n the people of Japan,

Tell me about the orgénization used by the government in its
morale program,

I was only responsible for collecting information. :cction came
through other channels,

How long were you doing this work?

May 3, '
Trom ¥axmmmxx®, 1945 to 15 July 1945,

How was information collected? What sources and methods were
enploved?

There were three means: (1) written reports wnich came two

or three times per month from cities and daily reports from

each Ken; (2) telephone conversations with each district
officesy (3) direct contacts with thought police in local areas.
Who made up these reports?

Thought police in each Ken.,

"here are these reports now?

All destroyed either by fire irom bombing or by order of Police
in August 1945 , - )

Are coples available in local areas?

No they were destroyed by order,
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"hat was the contents of these reports?

(1) Reports contained informstion on: (1) 1individuals who
expressed dissatisfaction to the war as a result of bombing

(2)  the effect of bombing on their standard of living (food,
travel, etc); (3) attitude of workers toward reporting to

work (absenteeism); (4) whether farmers were producing to
capacity and effect of bombing on cropssy (5) inflation and
peoples use of money; (6) condition and attitudes of evacuees =
whether they were stiring up agitation in areas to which they

were evacuated; (7) condition and attitude of people living

In air raid shelters and temporary housing after loss of their
homes.,

“hat action did the government take on the baesls of these reports?
(Neither M or X knew about this phase of the work)

Has lr. K. read the reports which came in before he took office?

Yes,

What changes were there in the problems with which these reports
dealt as the war went on?

(Neither could answer this ocuestion)
nen was reporting system set up?
I am not sure but I believe it was December 1944,

Uil another section of the government collect these reports
before this period?

Information was collected for zll of Japan by the same organization
under another name, The monthly report on thought police
actlvities was established 10 years ago. ITnis was continued
until Dec, 1944, These may still be availasbhle &t ny old office
(address given). In 1943 the second publication began, it was
called "attitudes and Feeling of the Feople® which was sent in

2 or 3 times a month from Kens and communities. In Dec, 1944

& suppliment was added dealing with the effects of bombing, %he
latter two were burned bv order of the rolice,

Did any other department collect similar information®

The Justice department and they worked with our organization.
Any other departments?

the Army and Navy had a similar system but on a smaller scale.




B, "hat did they collect?

Ke They limlted thelr actlvity to sounding out the people on attitudes
toward military policy and personnel,

Be Did your reports Ilnclude attitudes toward military policy?
Re Yes,; we also reported on anti-military attitudes.
Be HOw was 1nformation obtained by your department at the -local level?

Ke In each area the police office and in each town the station end

the men in the pollce hox all kept thelr ears open and transmitted
information uvp the line,

Be Did you use any other sources than police?
Re The individuals served as Informants of their own accord,
B, W¥hat about neighborhood assocladmleaders?

Ke AL monthly meetings people discussed things freely and the loecal
policemen reported these discussions,

Be Wnat about school officials?
fe No connection with them., Lid not seek this information from them.

ine Talsel Yokusaukal disemlnated government rulings to the people

and let the government know whai the peoples attitudes toward
the government were.

B, Was this organization a part of the government?

Xe HNoy, privately organized,

Be When did it start?

K. WHow disbanded -- existed from 1942 to iugust 1945,
(Mir., X takes a lealk)

Be I3 this similar fo the nelghborihood assoclaticons?

Me NO, they have the same purpose but are not assoclated organizations,
ﬁeitner were uesed for intelligence work, Hach <en had a separate
unit oi the Taisei Yokusaukal,

3. ¥ihnat wes the nature of the reports which they sent bhack?

Ko Transeripis of individual opinions (without reeording names) about
the government and living conditions were sent to the central offlce,
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% M, "Among the 1llitersate farmers, school children,

Is the local bolicemen present at meetings?
Yaos |
Do the same people always come to meetings?

No, 1T varies,

Vo they report on themselves or on what they observe?
Either or both, vsually both.

lHow does this association work?

Works down from governor of Ken to Mayors of communities, to
neighborhood,

(From these reports) what chances in morale did yvou observe
as the war progressed?

For the {irst six months after Pearl Harhdr spirits rose and the
people were ready to try anything. After Guadalcanal their
morale dropped. With the loss of Saipan they began to lose
faith in the military group and minor grumbling occured., With
loss of the Fhilippines people thought more of saving their own
skins and military control weakened greatly. Vith Okinawa's
loss there was no hope unless Japan could Join forces with
dussia, With the major air-raids early this year people felt
all was lost and were willing to give up regardless of the terms
of peace., (No probes used)

"ho were the people who first lost faith after Cuadalcansl?

Upper classes and intelligentsia, |
A AP }daf‘:ﬁ
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vould you trace the changes in morale as the war progressed?

(This answer is reported just as Mr., K gave it, without probes)
After Salipan the masses of urb:an people jost faith,

Alter the loss of the Philippines all but farmers lost faith.
After Okinawa part of the farmers lost failth. |

ATter the blg alr raids all classes, even farmers, {eltl that
the war was lost,

Among which grouwp was morale strongest at the end of the wap?

and the
special attack corps,
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Could you reconstruct a typical report? One sent to you by the

local groups? |

I am leaving copies of two reports whieh Nr. Koizuma hsd prepared.
Une covers rumors the other is a reconstructed report from a Xen.

"hat are some typical ex

amples of the rumors which caused your
department the o

-DWEET TP W&MM ?.

I have figures on the average number of sericus rumors circulating
generally throughout Japan:

| apFL,

1940 -« 2 per month
1941 - %7 per month
1942 -~ 30 per month
1943 « 55 ner month
1944 - U9 per month
April 1945 - 111 - @ these rumors in 1945, 52 % were to

the effect that the war was lost or anti-military sentiment, only 108
were ol this type in the early years)
(No further records because communications broke down)

B
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What are axampﬁas of these rumors?

(fiere gave the break down on tigures for 1945 given above)

Wnat types of rumors were found before 19457

iroop movements and victories in the first 6 months oI war, Then
up to 1945, unfavorable statements about food and living conditions
were the subject of most rumors.

Yhat were some typical rumorz since the war?

these are in the list I have submitted.

13 this report based on examples common throughout the country?
Yes, '

Is this the type of report sent in to your division® or the oute
lire to be followed in preparing reports?

& e Thnis was reconstructed from memory,

fhat differences in rumors were {ound between bombed and unbombed
citles?

ihere was a difference up to % iay 1945, but after that, because

0f evacuees going out into the country and spreading rumors, there
was no difference,
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B. VWhat do yow.think were the main sources of rumors?

K. Prime reason was that individuals wanted to show how much they
knew - espedially the lntelligentsia and the educators. HMany
- runors were started by people reading leaflets and interpreting
them to thelr neighbors. Only government officials had short
wave radios which could pick up U. §. broadecasts, so thils was not
~a source of rumor. Rumors spread in barber shops, trains and |
neighborhood sassociation meetings.

B, Did people have long wave radios to pick up our broadcasts?

K. One or two perceni of the population could hear U. 5. broadcasts
from Siapan aiter 10:00 FP.M, but reception was poor, Lowever,
it was an important source of rumor,

B As important as lieaflets?

Ke No,

Be ¥nat type of leafletls were most effective?

MARIANA JEHO, RAKKASAN NEWS and MAROTO

B, Why do you think so?

M. DBecause we could find the basis of rumors in what appeared 1n
the leaflets., The leaflets which told where the U, 5. was going
to strike were the source of some false rumors, due to confusion
about the specific place mentioned. As a result many people
voluntarily evacuated from cities other than tiose mentioned in
thie leailets,

Be What particular rumor caused the government the most trouble during
the period yvou were in charge of tinis work?

K. (uch hesitation before answering) Antiemilitary rumors.

B, How seriously did the government consider rumors to be, in so lar
ags morale was concerned?

Ke Tas not much concerned,

Be What materials from yvour reports did the people above you want
most or show most interest 1in?

Ke & Mo Listed in order of importance (1) HAumors that war would
or should ends; (2) Friction between military and civilian
personnel; (3) Antiegovernment activities; (4) Effect of war
on factory production; (5) Effect of war on food production,




