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cver great mountains , and coming from it , Ipafs’d over Sware-
zenberg or the Black mountain, from whence I defcended 10,
miles in arocky Country , and farr more ftony thanthe Cran or
Campus lapido[ws in Provences and (o to Aidefchini and Goritia ,
and leaving the Sclavonian behind , entred into the Lingua Fxl-
lana , and fo onto this Nobleand incomparably fortified City;
where being yet uncertain, whetherI fhould go to Fenice, I
would not omit to prefent you this accompt, whichlI befeech
you toaccept from e,
Palma nova in Frizli June 15, 1669.

An Accompt frow the [ame Dr, Brown
Concerning am Vn-common Lake , calledthe Lirchnitzer-Ser,in
Carnola,

Aving crofs'd the River Drawvus, and pafs’d Mount Zui-

bel in the Carnick Alpes , by that noble paffage, cut
through the Rooks , and vaulted like thatof Paxfilype near Na-
ples, 1 had a defire to talee a view of the Lakeof Zirchnit= , fo
much fpokenof, and written on by fo fews and therefore I
went unto Crainburg upon the River Savws, and foto Labach
the chief City of Carniola s from whence Icontinuedmy Jour-
ney in Carniola betwixe the Hillsand a great Marfh, tillI came
10 Brownizza, two leagues from whence and beyond the Hills
is feated the faid Lake, receiving that name from Zirchnitz , a
townof about 300, houfes,

This Lake is near two German Miles long , and one broad,
On the South-fide thereof lyes a great Forreft, wherein are
many Deer, and wild Boares, Wolves and Bears, On the
North fide the Country is flac; but the whole Valley is eacom-
paffed with Hills, ac fome diftance from it,

This Lake is well fill’d with Water forthe greateft part of the
Years but inthe Monthof Fuse it finketh under ground,not on-
ly by percolation or falling through the poresof the Earth, but
retireth under ground, throughmany great holes ar the borttom
ofit: Andin the Month of September it returns by the fame, and
fo in a very fhort time fills up the Valley again,

As the time of the waters Deflccnt is fhort , efpecially when
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the Lake grows lower, and hath fora while thewed {fome abate-
ment , fo the Afcentand return is {peedy 5 for atthefe holesic
mounteth with (uch violence,thatic fprings out of the ground
to the height of a pike, and foon covers the tra of Earth
again, ) )

And this p ece of ground in thetime of theretirement and ab-
fence of the Water snot unfruittul , butbyafpeedy and plen-
titu! prodution of Grafs yieldeth not only a prefent fuftenance
for the beafts of the field, but a goed provifion of hay for the
catcle in the winter,

No: have the Inhabitants therrabout only the benefit of the
oround b thefe Commodities , butallo the recreationand pro-
fiz by funting.  Forat the time of the waters abfence, Hares,
Deer , Boares and other Animals come inroitout of the neigh-
bou.ng Forreft and Country, 2nd are taken feveral wayes by
thoem, '

' iie Lake is noton'y thus fill'd with water, but every year
w i ftoed wich tith,  The Prince.of Eckerberg is Lord of it
aat ot much Counrry therea~out: Bar upon reftoring of the wa-
ters all have hiterty co Fifhs and the fithermen, ftanding ap
to the waft ac the hojes before-mentioned , intercept the paffage
of the Fih, and take avery great number of them, which o-
therwi(z weuld be {ecure for fome Months under the Earth, aad
not fatl to retwn in September,

The . ihot this Lake have a clofer habitation than thofe of 2-
py other I koows tor, they pafs fome Months under the Earth,
and a good parc of the Winter under Jce, I could not learn,
that there were any oters in this Lake, (which otherwife muft
probably have ti1ten the fame Cowfe with the fifhs ) nor that
there were >uy rema kable extraneous ‘tubftances , any Vegeta-

les, or unknown Filhes brought up by the water, but thofe
which come up arc of the fame kind with thofe which def-
cended,

Buc befide thefe holesat the bottom of the Lake (of which
therearem:v ) thereareal s fiveis Caverns and deep places in
the Coun y of Carmiola, evenwherethere is nowiier s after the
like manner as we havein the Peack-constry-, and ac Elden-hole
0 England,
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Halfe an Englith mile nearer the Lake than the town of Zirch-
nit= , ftands a village named Seadorf, and neigher to the Lake
than this, anothervil age called Nid:vdorf: between thefetwo
there are Corn-fields; yet fometimes thefe lands are alfo drown’d;
and’tis conceived, thatthere are divers fubterraneous Caverns
under them : for,it happens fometimes at Niderdorf , that the
around finks in {everal places upon the fudden retiring of the
Lakey and the aforefaid Prince of Eckenberg was once {o curious,
as to defcend into one ho'e, through which ke p:fled under an
Hill, and came out on the other fide 5 as 1 was intormed by Mon-
fieur Andreas Wifer the prefent Judg of Zirchnitz , and alfoby
Fohanes Wifer , who hathformerly held the fame place,

The people who are acquainted with the Lake, wet and dry,
know where they are, and have a particn'ar kno=ledge of the
eminencies, vallies and inequalities of ic: for,the bottom of the
Lakeis not even , or nearabout the fame depth, but foretimes
two foot,and then fuddenly twenty yards deep, And becaufe
the Fifh haunt the deep places more than the fhallows; they have
given names to the 7. chiefeft cavities or valleys in the Lake,

I took boat at Nr#derdorf’s and went divers mileson the Lake,
paffing over the five firft valleys, Iwentalfotoa noted Stone,
commonly called the Fifhers-ftone ; which hath fomewhat of the
ufe of the Nilefcope-pillar at Grand Cairos forbya certain appea-
rance ofthat, they conjecture how foonthe Lake will retire, 1
alfo paffed by a noted Hill, which, whenthe La%eis high, be-
comesa pleafantiflands and fo Ireturned, e,

Venice June 20, 1669.
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