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LOVE

“"THREE o'clock in the moraing. The soft. April
night is looking in atrmy windows and caressingly
winking at me with jits \stars. I can’tsleep, I am
so happy!

““My whole being from head to heels is bursting
with a strange, 1ncomprehensible 1eeling. 1 can’t
analyse it just now—I haven't th‘e time, I’m too lazy,
and there —*hang analysis!! Why, is a man likely to
interpret His sensations when be is flying head foremost
from a bLelfry; & Fas just learned that Le has won two
hundred thousand? Is he in a state to do it ?"’

This was worewesless how I began my loveletter
to Sasha, a girl of ninetcen with whom I had fallen
in love. I began'it five times, and as often tore up
the sheéts, scratched out whole pages and copied it ali
over again. I spent as long over the letter as if it had
been a novel ! had to write to crder. And it was not
because I tricd to make it longer, more elaborate, and

more ferveut, but because I wanted endlessly to prolong
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the rrocess of this writing, when one sits in the stillnass
cf one’s study and communes with one’s own cay-
dreams while the spring night looks in at one’s window.
* Betueen ihe lz'nesl I saw a beloved image, and it
seemed to me that there werej sitting at the same table
writing with me, };pirits as naively happy, as foolish,
and as blissiully smiling as I.v I-wrole continually look-
ing at my hand, which still ached deliciously where Lers
had lately pressed it, and if I turned my eyes away I
had a vision of the green trellis of the little gate,
Through that trellis Sasha gazed at me after I had said
good-bye to her., When I was saying good-bye to
Sasha I was thinking of nothing and was simply admir-
ing her fieure as every decent man admires a preity
woman ; when I saw through the trellis two big eyes, I
suddenly, as though * by instiration?, knew that I was
in love, that it was all settled between us, and fully de-
cided already, that I had nothing left to do but to
* carry out® certain formalities.

It is a great delight also to seal up a love-letter,
and, slowly putting on one’s hat and coat, to go softly
out of the house and to carry the treasure to the post.

There are no stars in the sky now: * in their placet there

1. between the lines, REITIE,
2. by inspiration, =ZTES.
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is a long whitish streak in the east, Droken lere znd
there by clouds above the roofs of the dingy houses;
from that streak the whole sky is flooded with pale
light. The town is asleep, but alraady the water-carts:
have come out, and somewhere in a far-away factory a
whistle sounds to wake up the workpeople. Beside the
postbox, slightly moist with dew, you are sure to see
the clumsy figure of a house porter, wearing a bell-
ghaped.sheepskin and carrying a stick. He is in a
condition *akin to! catalepsy: he is not asleep or awake,
but something between.

If the boxes knew how often people *resort to?2
them for the decision of their fate, they would not have
such a humble air. I, anyway, almost kissed my post-
box, and as I gazed at it I teflected that the post is the
greatest of blessings.

" 1 beg anyone who has ever been in love to remember
how one usually hurries home after dropping the letter
in the box, rapidly gets into bed and pulls up the quilt
in the full conviction that as soon as one wakes up in
the morning one will be overwhelmed with memories of

the previous day and look with rapture at the window,
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where the daylight will be eagerly * making its way
through' the folds of the curtain.

Well, to facts....... Next morning at midday, Sasha’s
maid brought me the following answer: ‘'*I am delited
be sure to come to us to day please I shall expect you.?
Your S.”

Not a single comma. This lack of punctuation, and
the misspelling of the word? ‘‘delighted,’”’ the whole
letter, and even the long, narrow envelope in which it
was put filled y heart with tenderness. In the spraw-
ling but diffident handwriting I recognised Sasha’s walk,
her way of raising her eyebrows when she laughed, the
moiement of her lips.........But the contents of the
letter did not satisfy me...... In the first place, poetical
letters are not answered in that way, and in the second,
why should I go to Sasha’s house to wait till *4¢ should
occur 10% her stout mamma, hker brothers, and poor
relations to leave us alone together? It would * never
enter their heads,* and nothing is more hateful than to
have to restrain one’s raptures simply because of the

intrusion of some animate trumpery in the shape of a

1. make its way through......, Hi...... T (KM, H¥#) o
MmN Make my way through the Crowd to the

platform (HMAZhEIER).
2. 1 am delighted. Be sure to come to us today,
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Laifdeaf ¢ld woman or little girl pesiering one with
questions. I sent an znswer by the maid asking Sasha
to select some park or boulevard for a rerdezvous. My
suggestion was readily acceoted. T had struck the right
chord, *as the saying is !

Between four and five o’clock in the afternoon I
made my way to the furihest and most overgrown part
of th'e park. ‘There was not a soul in the park, and the
tryst :night have taken place somewhere nearer in cne of
the avenues or arbours, but women don’'t like doing it
* by halves® in romantic affairs, * in for a fenny, in for
a pound? —if you sre in for a tryst, let it be in the
furthest and most impenetrable thicket, where one * runs
the risk of* stumbling upon some rough or drunken
man. When I went up to Sasha she was standing with
her back to me, and in that back I could read a devilish
lot of mystery. It seemed as though that back and the
nape of her neck, and the black spots on her dress were
saying: Hush!......... The girl was wearing a simpl'e
cotton dress over which she had thrcwwn a light cape.

To add to the air of mysterious secrecy, Ler face was

1. as the saying is, BRI,
2. by halves=imperfectly.
in for a penny, in for a pound=thing once begun
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covered with a white veil, *Nof 7o spoil the effect,' L
had to approach on tiptoe and speak in a half whisper.

From what I remember now, I was not so much the
es-ential point of the rendezvous as a detail of it. Sasha
was not so much absorbed in the interview itself as in
its romantic mysteriousness, my kisses, the silence of the
gloomy trees, my vows......There was not a minute in
which she forgot herself, was overcome, or let th:z
mysterious expression drop from her face, and really if
there had been any Ivan Sidoritch or Sidor Ivanitch in
my place she would bave felt just as happy. How is
one to * #make out 2 in such circumstances whether one
is loved or not? Wh=ther the love is ‘‘the real thing’’
or not ?

From the park I took Sasha home with me. The
presence of the beloved woman in one’s bachelor quarters
affects one like wine and music. Usually one begins to
speak of the future, and the confidence and self-reliance
with which one does so is * beyord bounds® Vou make
plans and projects, talk fervently of the rank of general
though you have not yet reached the rank of a lieutenant,
and altogether you *fire off ' such highflown nonsense

that your listener must have a great deal of love and

1. not to spoil the effect, & 7T fEWBIBHEFIIR
3. make out, FiFE.
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*ignorance of life’ to assent to it.  Fortunately for
men, women in love are always blinded by tLeir feelings
and never know anything of life. Far from nct ascenting,
they actually turn pale with holy awe, are full of rever-
ence and * hang greedily on? the maniac’s words. Sasha
listened to me with attention, but I soon detected an
absent-minded expression on her face. She did not
understand me. The future cf which I talked interested
her only *in ifs external aspect,® and I was wasting time
in displaying my plans and projects before Ler. She was
keenly interested in knowing which would be her room,
what paper she wou'd have in the room, why I Lad an
upright piano instead of a grand piano, and so on. She
examined carefully all the little things on my table,
looked at the photograpks, sniffed at the bLottles, peeled
the old stamps off the envelopes, saying she wanted
them for something.

‘‘Please collect old stamps for me!’’ ghe said,
* making a grave face,* *'Please do.”’

Then she found a nut in the window, noisily
cracked it and ate it.

““Why don’t you stick little labels on the backs of

1. ignorance of life, ¥yRAA Eayifiike
2. hang cn=attend carefully to, i (&0
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your books ? ? she asked, taking a look at the bookcase.

“"What for ?”’

““Oh, so that each book should have its number......
And where am I to put my books? I've got books too,
you know.”’

‘*What books have you got?’’ I asked.

Sasha raised her eyebrows, thought a moment,
and said:

“All sorts.” _

And if it had entered my head to ask her what
thoughts, what convictions, what aims she had, she
would no doubt have raised her eyebrows, thought a
minute, and have said in the same way: ‘‘All sorts.”

TLaler I *saw Sasha home! and left her house
regularly, officially engaged, and was so reckoned till
our wedding. If the reader will allow mec to judge
merely from my personal experience, 1 maintain that
to be engaged is very dreary, far more so than to be a
husband or nothing at all. An engaged man is neither
one thing nor the other, he has left one side of the river
and not reached the other, he is not married and yet he
can’t be said to be a bachelor, but is in something not
unlike the condition of the porter whom I have

mentioned above.

1. to see...... home, Z......[B%R.
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Every day as soon as I had a free moment J
hastened to my fiancée. As I went I usually bore
within me * @ multitude of ' hopes, desites, intentions,
suggestions, phrases. I always fancied that as soon as
the maid opened the door I should, {rom feeling
oppressed and stifled, plunge at once up to my neck into
a sea of refreshing happiness. But it always *Zurned out 2
otherwise in fact. Every time I went to see my fiancée
I found all her family and other members of the house-
hold busy over the silly trousseau. (And by the way,
they were hard at work sewing for two months and then
they had less than a hundred roubles’ worth of things.)
Thete was a smell of irons, candle grease, and fumes.
Bugles scrunched under one’s feet., ‘The two most
important rooms were piled up with Lillows of linen,
calico, and muslin, and from among the billows peeped
out Sasha’s little head with a thread between her
teeth. All the sewing par'y welcomed me with cries of
delight, but at once led me off into the dining-room
where I could not hinder them nor see what only hus-
bands are permitted to behold. In spite of my feelings,
I had to sit in the dining-room and converse with
Pimenovna, one of the poor relations. Sasha, looking

worried and excited, kept running by me with a thimble,

I. a multitude of......=many, many......
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2. to turn out=to be found.
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a skein of wool, or some other‘ boring object.

“Wait, wait, I shan’t be a minute,”’ she would say
when I raised imploring eyes to her. ‘'Only fancy, that
wretch Stepanida has spoilt the bodice of the barége
dress!”’

And after waiting in vain for this gzaga T st my
temper, went out ot the house and walked about the
streets in the compan}%of the new eane [ bad hought.
Or I would want to go for a walk or a drive with my
fiancée, would go round and find her already standing in
the hall with mother, dressed to go out and play with
her parasol.

““Oh, we are going to the Arcade,’’ she would say.
‘“We have got to buy sctne more ceshmera and change
the hat.”’

My outing is * knocked on the head.' 1 join the ladies
and go with them to the Arcade. It is révoitinglv duli to
lislen to women shopping, Lldggling and frying to
*outdo® the shirp shorman. I felt ashamed when Sasha
after turning over masses of material and kuocking dowp
the priees * 10 a minimum 3Jwalked out of the shop
without buying anything, or else told the shopman to

* cut* her some half rouble’s worth.

1. knocked on the head, J|EIi-~lo
2. outdo=surpass, W, o
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Wheit thkey came out of the shop, Sasha and her
mamma, with scared and worried faces, would discuss
at length having made a mistake, having hought the
wrong thing, the flowers in the chintz being too dark,
and so on.

Yes, it is a bore to be engaged! TI’m glad it’s over.

Now I am married. It is evening. I am sitting in
my study reading. Bekind me on the sofa Sasha is sitting
munching something noisily. I want a glass of beer.

‘‘Sasha, look for the corkscrew......”” I say. “It’s
lying about somewhere.”

Sasha leaps up, rummages it a disorderly way among
two or three heaps of paper:, drops the matches, and
without finding the corkscrew, sits down in silence......
Five minutes pass—ten......I begin to be fretted both by
thirst and vexation.

“*Sazsha, do look for the corkscrew,” I say.

Sasha leaps up again and rummages among the
papets near me. Her munching and rustling of the
papers affects me like the sound of sharpening knives
against each other......I get up and begin looking for the
corkscrew myself. At last it is found and the beer is
uncorked. Sasha remains by the table and begins telling

me something * af great length.’

1. at great length, iR,
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L2l

You’d better read something, Sasha,” I say.

She takes up a book, sits down facing me and

begins moving her lips...... I look at her little forehead,
moving lips, and * sink into thought '
‘‘She is getting on for twenty...... " 1 reflect. “'If

one takes a boy of the educated class and of that age and
compares them, what a difference! The boy would have
knowledge and convictions and some intelligence.”

But I forgive that difference just as the low forehead
and moving lips are forgiven, I remember in my old
* Lovelace days? 1 have cast off women for a stain on
their stockings, or for one foolish word, or for not clean-
ing their teeth, and now I forgive everything: the
munching, the muddling about after the corkscrew, the
slovenliness, the long *i{alking gbout nothing thal
maliers® 1 forgive it all almost unconsciously, with no
effort of will, as though Sasha’s mistakes were my
mislakes, and many things which would have made me
wince in old days move e o lenderness and even
rapture. * Tk zxplanalion of this Joxgivenmess of eucry-
hing ldes i my love for Sasha, but what is the

explanition of the love itself, I really don’t krow.

. Sink into thought, ARIE.
2. lovelace days ‘FiRREEATEENo
3. talking about nothing that matters, $EfMki%,
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AN INQUIRY

BY

ANTON TCHEHOV
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AN INQUIRY

IrT was midday. Voldyrev, a tall, thic®-set country
gentleman with a croppée. Lead and prominent eyes,
took off his overcoat, mopyed his brow with his silk
handkerchief, and somewhat diffidently went into the
government office. There they were scratching away......

““Where can I * make.an ingquiry' here?” he said,
addressing a porter who was bringing a trayful of glasses
from the * furthest recesses® of the office. ‘‘I have to make
an inquiry here and to take a copy of a resolution of the
Council.”

‘“That way, please! To that one sitting near the
window !”’ said the porter, indicating with the tray the
furthest window. Voldyrev coughed and went towards
the window; there, at a green (able spotted like typhus,
was sitling a young man with his hair standing up in
four tufts on his head with a long, pimply nese, and a
oag faded whiform. He was writing, thrusting his long

nose into the papers. A fiy was *walking about? near his

e —

1. make an inquiry=inquire.
2. f{u.thest recesses=innermost part. J|EZR,
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nght nosiril, andé hie wos continually stretching out his
lewer lip and blewinz under nis noce, which * cave his
face an extremely cro-worn ex bression.l

“May I *inake an inquiry about my caosz here
of you?? My name is Voldyrev, and, by the way, I have
to take a copy of the resolution of the Council of the
second of March.”

The clerk dipped his pen in the ink and */ooked 1o
see if* he had got tco much on it. Having satisfied
Ii'mself that the pen wouid not make a blot, he began
scribbling away. His lip was thrust cut, but it was no
longer necessary to blow : the fly had * sef#led* on his ear.

““Can I make an inquiry here?” Voldyrev repeated
a minute later; ‘‘my name is Voldyrev. I am a
landowner......"”

“Ivan Alexeitch!” the clerk shouted into the air
as though he had not observed Voldyrev, “‘will you tell
the merchant Valikov, when he comes, to sign the copy
of the complaint * lodged with 5 the police! I've told him
a thousand times!” '

““I have come *i# reference {05 my lawsu t with the

1. give his face a...... expression g EFM......0]
iifthgo
make an inquiry of you, BRI
look t0 sce ... T AT coene
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heirs of Princess Cugulin,” muttered Voldyrev. ‘‘The
case is well knowu. I earnestly beg you to *alfend
tol me.”

Still *fatling to®> ohserve Voldyrev, the clerk caught
the fly on his lip, looked at it attentively, and flung it
away. The country gentleman coughed ard * blew his
nose ® loudly on his checked pocket handkerch'ef. But
th’s was no use either. He was stiil unkeard. The
silence lasted for two minutes. Voldyrev tsok a rouble
note from his pocket and laid it on an open book befcr2
the clerk. The clerk wrinkled up his forehead, drew the

book towards him with an anxious air, and closed it.

“A little inquiry...... I want only to find out on
what grounds the heirs of Princess Gugulin,.. ...May I
trouble you?”’

The clerk, *absorbed {n * his own tlioughts, got up
and, scratching his elbow, went to a cupboard for some-
thing. Relurning a minute later to his table he became
absorbed in the beook again: another rouble note was
lying upon it.

“I will trouble you for one minute only......I have

only to make an inquiry......

1. attend=listen.
2. fail to, #4,%o
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The clerk did not hear, he had begun copyiug
something.

Voldyrev frowned and looked hopelessly at the
whole scribbling brotkerhood.

‘“They write!”” he thought, sighing, ‘“They write,
* the devil take them 1 entirely !’

He walked away from the tab'e rnd stopped in the
middle of the room, his hands tanging hopelessly at his
sides., ‘The porter, passing again with glasses, probably
noticed the helpless expression of his face, for he went

close up to him and asked him in a low voice:

““Well? Have you inquired?”

*I've inquired, but he wouldn’t speak to me.”

*“You give him three roubles,”’ whispered the porter,

“‘I’ve given him two already.”

“Give him another.”

Voldyrev went back to the table and laid a green
note on the open book.

']‘I;e cletk diew the book towards him again and
began turning over the leaves, and *al/l af once,? as
though by chance, lifted his eyes to Voldyrev. His
nose began to shine, turned red, and wrinkled up in

a grin,

1. the devil take them {%55 k.
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**An. ....what do you want?”’ he asked.

“I want to make an inquiry in reference to my
~ase...... My name is Voldyrav.”

“* With pleasure *| The Gugulin case, isn’t it? Very
cood. What is it then exactly?”
Voldyrev explained his business.

Tte clerk became as lively as though he were
whirled round by a burricane. He gave the necessary
information.. arranged for a copy to be made, gave the
petitionef a chair, and *al! in one instant.> He even
spoke about the weather and * asked affer® the harvest.
And when Voldyrev went zway e accompanied
him down the stairs, smiling affably dnd respecifully,
and looking as though he were ready any minute *fo
fall on his face * befcre the gentleman. Voldyrev for
some reason feit uncomfortable, and *¢n oledience fo 3
come inward impulse he took a rouble out of his pocket
and gave it to the clerk. And * the laiter ¢ kept bowing
and smiling, and took the rouble like a conjurer, so
that it seemed to flash through the air.

‘“Well, what people !’’ thought the country gentleman
as he went out into tke strect, ard ke stopped and
mopped his brow with his hardkerchief.

1. with pleasure, F:FMENELT.
2. zll in one instant, RZIEEEIET o
3. asked after, [!F),

4. to fall on one’s face, FrEth#lhFo
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE AND
THE WEDDING

BY

FEODORS M. DOSTOYEVSKY
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE AND THE
WEDDING

* The other day' 1 saw a wedding......But nol I
would rather tell you about a Christmas tree. The wedding
was superb, T liked it immensely, But the other incident
was still finer., T don’t know why it is that the sight of
the wedding reminded me of the Christmas tree. This
is the way it happened:

Exactly five vears ago, on New Vear’s Eve, I was
invited to a children’s Lall by a man high up in the
business werld, who bad his connections, his circle of
acquaintances, and his intrigues. So it seemed as thcugh
the children’s ball was merely *a fretext for the parents
172 como togetlier and discuss matters of interest to
themselves, quite innocently and casually.

1 was an outsider, and, as I had no snecial matters
to air, I was able to spend the evening independently
of the others. There was anotlier gentleman present who

like myself had just stumbled upon this affair of domestic

I. the other day, Ifi—XK,H—Ko
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bliss. He was the first {o attract my a.{ention. Bis
appearar.ce was not that of a *man of birth or kigh family !
He was tall, ratlier thin, very serious, and well dressed.
Arpparently i~ * had 10 heart for® the fawily festivities.
* The instant® Le want off into a cornxr *by himself*
the smile disappeared from his face, and his thick dark
brows knitted into a frown. He knew no one except the
host and showed every sign of * being bored to death,’
though bravely sustaining the role of thorough enjoyment
to the end. Later I learned that he was a provincial, had
come to the capital on some important, brainracking
business, had brought a letter of recommendation to our
host, and our host had taken him under his protection,
not at all * con amore.5 It was merely * out of politenss’
that he had invited him to the children’s ball.

They did not play cards wih him, they did not offer
Lim cigars. No one entered into co:versation with him.
Pcssibly they * recogniscd the bird Uy its feathers® from
a distance. Thus, my gentleman, not knowing what to

do with his hands, was compelled tc snend the evening

¥. aman of birih, {352 A;a man of high family,
AT P S

2. have no hear! for....., BOERE,

3. the instant....., as soon as......

4. by oneself, Hi—Ao
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con amore=1zealously.

cut of politeness, 45 T% &
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stroking his whiskers. His whiskers weie really fine,
but he stroked them so dssiduously that one got the
feeling that the whiskers had come into the world first
and afterwards the man *in order to! s'roke them.

There was another guest who interested me. But he
was of quite a diffcrent order. He was a perscnage. They
called him Julian Mastakovich. * 4¢ first glance® one
could tzll he was an bonoured guest and stood in the
same relation to the hcst as the host to the gentleman of
the whiskers. The host and hostess said * no end of
amiable things to him, war2 most attentive, wining him,
hovering over him, bringing guests up to bte introduced,
but never leading Lhim to any cne else. I noticed tears
glisten in our host’s eyes when Julian Mastakovich
remarked that he had rarely spent such a pleasant
evening. Somehow I began to feel uncomfortable *in
this personage’s presence.* So, after amusing myself
with the children, fiva of whom, remarkably well-fed
young persons, were our host’s, I went into a little
sitting-rooun, entirely unoccupied, and seated myself at
the end that was a conservatory and took up almost
half the room.

The children were clharming. ‘They absolutaly

1. in order to...... s BT e o
3. at first glance, HE-,
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4. in—'s presence, FEFEHo
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refused to resemble their eld‘ers, notwithstanding the
efforts of mothers and governesses. * I a 7iffy! they had
denuded the Christmas tree down to the very last sweet
and had already succeeded in breaking half of their
playthings before they even found out which belonged io
whom.

One of them was a particularly handsome little lad,
darkeyed, curly-haired, who stubbornly persisted in
aiming at me with his wooden gun. But the child that
attracted the greatest attention was his sister, a girl of
about eleven, lovely as a Cupid. She was quiet and
thoughtful, with large, full, dreamy eyes. The children
had somehow offended her, and she left them and walked
into the same room that T had withdrawn into. There
she szated herself with her doll in a corner,

‘“Her father is an immensely wealthy business
man,” the guests informed each cther in tones of awe.
““Three hundred thousand rubles * sef aside® for her
dowry already.”

As I turned to look =t the group irom which I heard
th's news item issuing, my glance met Julian Mastak-
ovich’s. He stood list2ning to the insipid chatter in an
attitude of concentrated attention, with his hands behind
his back and his head inclined to one side.

1. in a jilffy=in an instant.
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All the while 1 * was quite fost in! admiration of the
shrewdness our host displayed in the dispansing of the
gifts. The little maid of the many-rubled dowry received
the handsomest doll, and the rest of the gifts were graded
in value according to the diminishing scale of the
parents’ stations in life. ‘The last child, a tiny chap of
{en thin, red-haired, freckled, * camte into possession of 2
a small book of nature stories wi hout illustration or
even head and tail pieces. He was the governess’s child.
She was a poor widow, and her little boy, clad in a
sorry-icoking little nankeen jacket, looked thoroughly
crushed and intimidated. He took the book cf nature
stories and circlad slowly about the children’s toys., He
* would have given anytiing to® play with them, But he

did not dare to. You could tell he already knew his place.

I like to observe children. It is fascinating to watch
the individuality in them struggling for self-assertion.
I could see that the other children’s things had trem-
endous charm for the 1ed-haired boy, especially a toy
theatre, in which he was so anxious to *fake a part?t
that he resolved to fawn upon the other childern. He

smiled and began to play with them, His one and only

st i~

x. to ke lost in...... = to be absorbed in......
3. come into possession of=get.
3. would have given anything to...... s HKeo B85
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apple he handed over to a puffy urchin whose pockets
were already crammed with sweets, and he even carried
another young:ter pickaback—all simply that he might
be allowed to stay with the theatre.

But in a few moments an impudent young person
¥fell on' him and gave him a pummelling. He did
not dare even to cry. ‘The governess came and told him
to leave off interfering with the other children’s games,
and he crept away to the same room the litt'e girl and 1
were in.  She let him sit down beside her, and the two
* set themselves busily fo 2 dressing the expensive doll.

Almost half an hcur passed, and I was nearly
dozing off, as I sat there in the conseivatory half listening
to the chatter of tlie ted-haired boy and the dowered
beauty, when Ju'ian Mastakovich en'er:d suddenly. Hs
had slipped out of the drawing-room * undcr cover of3
a noisy scene among the children. From my cecluded
cor.er it had not escaped my notice that 2 few moments
before he had been eagerly conversing with the rich
girl’s father, to whom he had only just been introduced.

He stood still for a while reflecting and mumbling

to himself, as if counting something on his fingers.

2. set oneself to...... s WER ..o
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““Three hundred—three hundred—eleven—{welve—
thirteen—sixteen—in five years! Iet’s say four per cent
—five times twelve—sixty, and c¢n these sixty—-, Let
us assume that in five years it will amount to—well,
four bundred, Hm—hm! But the shrewd cld fox isn’t
likely to be satisfied with four per cent. He gets eight
or even ten, perhaps. Iet’s suppose five hundred,
five hundred thcusand, at least, that’s sure. Anything
above that {for * pocket norey '—hm—"

He blew his nose and was about to leave tke room
when he spied the girl and stoced still, I, behind the
plants, * escaped lis notice.® He seemed to me to be
quivering with excitement. It must have been his
calculations that upcet himm so. He rubbed Lis hands
and danced fiom pl'ace to place, and kept getting more
znd more excited. Finally, Lowever, he ccnquered his
emotions and cawe to a standstill. e cast a determined
lcok at the future bride and wanted to mova toward ber,
but glanced about first, Then, as if with a guilty cons-
cience, lLe stepped over to the child *on #ip-toe,3
smiling, and bent down and kissed her head.

His coming was so unexrected that she uttered a

shriek of alarm.

1. pocket money, %%,
2. escape onsz's notice, B3 TEAMNEL.
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“What are you doing here, dear child?’’ he
whispered, looking around and pinching her cheek.

“We're playing.”

“What, with him?*’ said Julian Mastakovich with a
look askance at the governess’s child. ‘“You should go
into the drawing-room, my lad,” he said to him.

The boy remained silent and looked up at the man
with wide-open eyes. Julian Mastakcvich glanced round
again cautiously and bent down over the girl.

““What have you got, a doll, my dear?”’

“Yes, sir.”” The child quailed a little, and her brow
wrinkled.

“A doll? And do you know, my dear, what dolls

are made of?”’
““No, sir,” she said weakly, and lowered her head
“Out of rags, my de'r. You, boy, you go back to
the drawing-rcom, to th= children,”” said Julian

Mastakovich, looking at the boy sternly.

The two children frowned. They * caught hold of?
each other and would not part,

““And do you kncw why they gave you the doll?”
asked Julian Mastakovich, * drofping his voice® lower

and lower.

1. catch hold of, iB(E,#kile
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“No.”

“Because you weie 5 good, very, good litile giil
the whole week.”

Saying which, Julian Mastakcvich was reized with
a paroxysm of agitation. He looked round and said in
a tone faint, almost inaudible with excitement and
impatience:

“If I come to visit your parents will you love me,
my dear?”

He tried t> kiss the sweet little creature, but the
red-haired boy saw that she was * on the verge of ! tears,
and he wmught her hand and sobbed out loud in
sympathy. ‘T'hat enraged the man.

“Go away! Go away! Go back to tke other room,
o ycur playmates.”

“I don’t want h'm to. I don’t want Lim to! Vou
gcf away !”’ cried the girl.  ““lct bim alone! ILet him
alone!” She was almost weeping.

There was a sound of footsteps in the doorway.
Julian Mastakovich started and straightened up his
respectable body. The red-haired boy was even more
alarmed. He let go the gitl’s hand, cidled along the
wall, and escaped t{hrouzh the drawing-room into the

dining-ro>m.

1. on the verge of, T,
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Not to autrict atention, ‘Julian Mastakovich also
* made for1 <he din'ng-room. He was red as a lobstcr,
The sight of himseif in a mirtor seemed to embarrass
him. Prcsumatly he was annoyed at his own ardour
and impatience. Without due respect to his importance
and dignity, his calculations had lured and pricked him
to the greedy eagerness of a boy. who * makes straioht
for? his object—though this was not as yet an object;
it only would be so in five years’ time. I followed the
worthy man into the dinirg-rcom, where I witnessed a
remarkable play.

Julian Mastakovich, all flushed with vexation,
venom in his look, began to thrzaten the red-haired boy.
The red-haired Loy retreated farther and farther nntil
there was no place left for him to retreat to, and he did
not know where to turn in his fright.

“Get out of here! What are you doing here? Get
out, I say, you geccd-foi-nothing! Stealing fruit, are
you? Oh, so, stealing fruit! Get out, you freckle {ace,
go to your likes! '’

The {rightened child, as a last desperate resort,
crawled quickly under the table. His persecutor

completely infuriated, pulled cut his large linen hand-

I, make for...ey Bl iEo
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kerchief and used it as a lash to drive the boy out of
his position.

Here I must remark that Julian Mastakovich was a
somewhat corpulent man, heavy, well-fed, puffy-cheeked,
with a paunch and ankles as round as nuts. He perspired
and puffed and panted. So strong was his dislike (or was
it jealousy?) of the child that he actually began to carry
on like a madman.

f laughed heartily. Julian Mastakovich turned.
He was utterly confused and for a moment, apparently,
quite * oblfvious of 1 his immense importance. At that
moment our host appeared in the doorway opposite,
The boy crawled out from under the table and wiped his
knees and elbows. Julian Mastakovich hastened to carry
his handkerchief, which he had been dangling by the
corner to his nose. Our host looked at the threz of
us rather suspic'ously. But, like a man who * knows
the world? and can readily adjust himself, he * serzed
wpon the opportunity® to lay hold of his very valuable
guest and get what he wanted out of him.

‘““Here’s the boy I was talking to you about,”’ he
said, indicating the red-haired child. ‘I *fook the

1. to be oblivious of, ¥ 7Toe
2. know the world, Exiltike
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(iberty of ' presuming on your goodness in his behalf.”’

“On,” replied Julian Mastakovich, stili net quite
* master of himself.?

““He's my governess’s son,”’ our host continued
in a beseeching tone, ‘‘She’s a poor creature, the
widow of an honest official. That's why, if it were
possible for you—""

“Impossible, impossible!’? Yulian Mastakovich cried
hastily. ““You must excuse me, Philip Alexeyevich, I
really cannot, I've made inquiries. There are no
vacancies, and there is a waiting list of ten who have a
greater right—I’m sorry.”

‘““T'oo bad,”” said our host. ‘‘He’s a quiet,
unobtrusive child.”

““A very naughty little rascal, I should say,”’
said Julian Mastakovich, wryly. ‘‘Go away, boy. | Why
are you here s'il1? Be off with you to the other children.”’

Unable to control Limself, ke gave me a sidelong
glance. Nor comid I control myself. 1 laughed strafght
in his face. He turn-d :way and asked our host, in
t nes quite audible to me, who that odd young fellow
was. They whispered to each other and left the room,

disregarding me.

1. take the liberty of, H{ZFEASE, HeEN K.

—_ 2 =—



IEATALER T T " RIS 48 (i 18, B A ) 1R B Ao

o, + IR 3 BV IR SR ST A
i#o

“Hufk TRARMIBLEN S T R EAB BRI
R, HSETR IR, S — W VE RO3R
0325 T 53 IRER K, TRAE (R 32 Ay 60 35—

CHAE) AREN” Bk I EIE X, REHE
% o R PR B AR  FE L% « 9T ST VA S, TR PR A RE 54,
TR EL A5 B 80 AT 2500, TR LLSSAT 11 LA S A M
SEEA A S 7 —— TR 4,

CRIRE MBI, AR IR AT R
BTm,”

“B SRR A ANEERE (TR T, - BT
W S o MR o ) MR A8 THBR DI AR D Db
BT B T,

il 06 4 30 TR T —- R TR WA AR
5T ) 2R o TR 2 0 ) TR A Ao SR R
I T8 Tl W 3 7 s TRATT S A A, 1) L A B

B0, FAGRIEEHERMET .

2. master of oneself, JfEiE2E 158,

— 63 —



Y, * shook with laughtcr.! Then I, too, went to the
drawingroom. There the great man, already surrourded
by the fathers ard mothers and the host and the hostess,
had begun to talk eagerly with a lady to whom he had
just been introduced. TLe lady held the rich little girl’s
band. Julian Mastakovich * went info fulsome praise of 2
her. He waxed ecstatic ocver the dear child’s beauty,
her talents, her grace, her excellent breeding, plainiy
* laying himself out® to flatter the mother, who listened
scarczly able to restrain tears of joy, while the father
showed his delight by a gratified smile.

The joy was contagious. Everybody shared in it.
Even the childien were obliged to stop playing so as not
to disturb the conversation. The atmosphere was sur-
charged with awe. I heard the mother of'the important
little gi -1, touched to her profoundest depths ask Julian
Mastakovich in the choicest language of courtesy, whe-
ther he would honour them by coming to see them.
I heard Julian Mastakovich accept the invitation with un-
feigned enthusiasm. Then the guests scattered decorously
to different parts of the room, and I heard them, with

veneration in their tones, extol the businegs man, the

1. shake with laughter, ZE K541,
2. 80 into prai e of......=praise......
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business man’s wife, tha business man’s daughter and,
especially, Julian Ma takovi-h.

““Is he married?’’ T asked out loud of an acquaintance

of mine standing beside Julian Mastakovich.
Julian Mastakovich gave me a venomous look.

““No,” answered my acquaintance, profoundly
shocked by my—intentiondl—indiscretion.

. L] . . L] ° L]

Not long ago 1 passed the Church of—. I was
struck by the *comcourse of people! gathered there to
witness a wedding. It was a dreary day., A drizzling
rain was beginning to come down. I made my way
through the throng into the church. The bridegroom was
a round, w.ell-fed, pot-bellied little man, very much
dressed up. He ran and * fussed about? and gave crders
and arranged things. Finally * word was passel® that
the bride was coming. I pushed through the crowd, and
I beheld a marvellous beauty whose first spring was
scarcely commencing. But the beauty was pale and sad.
She looked distracted. It seemed to me even that her
eyes were red from recent weeping The classic severity
of evely line of her face imparted a peculiar significance

-

1. concourse of people=crowd of people.

2. fuss about, FpHEl
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and solemnily to her beauty, But through that severity
and solemnity, through the sadness, shone the
innocence of a child. There was something inexpressibly
naive, *unsettled! and young in her features, which,
without words, seemed to plead for mercy.

They said she was just sixteen years old. I looked
at the bridegroom carefully. Suddenly I recognised
Julian Mastakovich, whom I had not seen again in all
those five years. Then I looked at the bride again.—
Good God! I made my way, as quickly as I could,
out of the church. T heard gossiping in the crowd
about the bride’s wea'th-—about her dowry of five
hundred thousand rubles—so and so much for pocket
money.

““Then his calculations were correct,” I thouglt,
as I * pressed out? into the street, |

1. usnsettled, @REL,BVED,
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AUTUMN

Tney had been married for ten years. Happily?
Well, as happily as circumstances permitted. They had
been running in double harness, like twc young oxen of
equai strength, each of which is conscientiously *doing
his own share!

During the first year of their marriage they *buried
many ftllusions® and realised that marriage was not
perfect bliss.' “In the second year the babies began to
arrive, and the daily toil left them no time for brooding.

He was very domesticated, perhaps too much so;
hic femily was his world, the centre and pivot of which
Le was. The children were the radii. His wife attempted
to be a centre, too, but never in the middle of the
circle, for that was exclusively occupied by him, and
therefore the radii fell now on the top of one another,
now far apart, and their life lacked harmony.

In the tenth year of their marriage he obtained the

1. tz do one's own share, WH[ITH—-BEH.
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post of secretary to the Board of Prisons, and * in that
capacity * he was obliged to travel about the country.
This interfered seriously with his daily routine; the
thought of leaving his world for a whole month upset
him. He wondered whom he woull * miss® more, his
wife or his children, and he was sure he would miss
them both.

*On the eve of® his departure he sat in tke corner
of the sofa and watched his portmanteau being packed.
His wife was kneeling on the floor by the side of a
little pile of underclothing. She brushed his black suit
and folded it carefully, so that it should * fake up* as
little space as possible. He had no idea how to do
these things.

She had never iooked upon herself as his house-
keeper, hardly as his wife, sha was above all things
mother: a mother to tke children, a mother to him.
She darned his socks without the slightest feeling of
degradation, and asked for no thanks., She never even
considered him * énielied to® her for it, for did he not

give her and the children new stockings whenever they

X. in thar capacity, BEBHEEEE; DBERE M.
2. miss, BNEBE.

3. on the eve of......, #.....2HM%E. B8 “¥....28",
in on the eve of graduation, on the eve of
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wanted them, and a great many other things *#nfo tie
bargain?l * But for? him, she would have to go out
and earn her own living, and the children would be
left alone all day.

He sat in the sofa corner and looked at her. Now
that the parting was imminent, he began to feel
* premature ®  little twinges of longing. He gazed at
her figure. Her shoulders were a little rounded ; much
bending over the cradle, ironinz board and kitchen
range had *robbed her back of* its straightness. He,
too, stoo:.ed a little, the result of his toil at the writing-
table, and he was obliged to wear spectacles. But at
the moment he realiy was not thinking of himself. He
noticed that her plaits were thinner than they had been
and that a faint suggestion of silver lay on her hair,
Had she sacrificed her beauty to him, to him alone?
No, surely not to him, but to the little community
which they formed; for, after all, she had also worked
for herself. His hair, too, had grown thin in the
struggle to provide for all of them  He might have
retained his youth a little longer, if there hadn’t been

so many mouths to fill, if he had remained a bachelor;

1. into the bargain, %,
2. but for, FRiL,
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but lhe dida’t regret his ma:riage * for one second.!
‘It will be a good thing for you to get away * for

a lit® said his wife; ‘‘you have been too much

at home.”’

““I suppoze you are glad to *gef vid of* me,” he .
replied, not without bitterness; ‘'but I—I shall miss

you very much.”’

“You are like a cat, you’ll miss your cosy fireside,
but not me; you know you won’t.”’

“And the kiddies?"’

"Oh, yes! 1 daresay Ayou’ll miss them when you
are away, *for all* your scolding when you are with
them. No, ne, I don't mean that you are unkind to
them, but you do grumb'e a lot! * Al the same’ I
won’t be unjust, and I know that you love them.”

At supper he was very tired and depressed. He
did .’t read the evening paper, he wanted to talk to his
wife. But she was too busy to pay much attention to
him; she lad no time to waste; moreover, her ten
years’ campaign in kitchen and nursery had taught her
self-coutrol.

1. for one second, K3,
2. for a bit=for a while.

3. get rid of, IfHR,EM,
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He felt more sentimental than he * cared? to show
and the *Zopsy-turvydom? of the room wmade bhim
fidgety. Scraps of his daily life lay scattered all ovar chairs
and chests of. drawers; his black portmanteau yawned
wide-open like a coffin; his white linen was carefully
laid on the top of his black suit, which showed slight
traces of *wear and tear® at the knees and elbows.
It seemed to him that he himself was lying there,
wearing a white shirt with a starched front. Prescntly
they would close the coffin and carry it away.

On the following morning—it was in August—he
rose early and dressed hurriedly. His nzrves were
unstrung., He went into the nursery and kissed the
children who stared at him with sleepy eyss. Then he
kissed his wife, got into a cab, and told the driver to
drive him to the station. -

The journey, which he made *in the company of 4
his Board, did him good; it really was a good thing
for him to get out of his groove; domesticity lay behind
him like a stuffy bedroom, and *on the arvival of
the train at LinkOping he was in high spirits,

An excellent dinner had been ordered at the best

1. cared=wanted.
2. topsy-turvydom, @& -t/
3. wear and tear, #Eilo
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4. in the company of... , Ht . ..[&%%
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hotel and the remainder of the day was spent in eating
it. They *drank the health of ' the Lord Lieulenant;
no one thought of the prisoners *on whose behalf?
the journey had been undertaken.

* Dinner over,® he had to face a lonely evening in
his solitary room. A bed, two chairs, a table, a washing-
stand and a wax candle, which threw its dim light on
bare walls. He couldn’t suppress a feeling of netvous-
ness, He missed all his little comforts,—slippers,
dressing-gown, pipe rack and wtiting table; all the
little details which * played an imforiant partt in his
daily life. And the kiddies? And his wife? What were
thf:zy doing? Were they all right? He became restless
and depressed. When he wanted to * wind up his watch,q
Je found that he had left his watch-key at home. I}
was hanging on the watch-stand which his wife had
given him before they were married. He went to bed
and lit a cigar. Then he wanted a book out of his
portmanteau and he had to get up again. Everything
was packed so beautifully, it was a pity to disturb it’
Ir looking for the book, he.* came across € his slippers,

She had forgotten nothing. Then he found the book.

¥. to drink the health of...., BES..... M=,
2. on one's behalif (g on behalf of...... ), BT%Y,
3. dinner over=when dinner was over, IZ5 fif§o
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4. play a..... part, fi—......00Hifre
5. wind up the watch, YFBESRAGTBIEIRLE,
6. come across, flfifl; Bl
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Eut Le cculdn’t tead. He lay in bed and thought cf
the peast, of his wife, as she had been ten years ago.
He saw her as she bad been then; the picture of ker,
as she now was, disappeared in the blue-grey clouds
of simoke which rose in rings and wreaths to the rain-
stained ceiling. An infinite yearning came over him.
FEvery harsh word he had ever spoken to her now
* grated on his ears,!’ he thought remorsefull»y‘ of every
bour of anguish lie had caused Ler. At last he fell
asleep,

The following day brought much work and another
banquet with a toast to tlie Prison-Governcr-—the pri-
soners were still unremembered. In the evening solitude,
emptiness, coldness. He felt a pressing need to talk
to her. He fetched some notepaper and sat down to
write. But * a? {ke very cuiset® he was confronted by a
difficulty. How was Le to address her? Whenever he
had sent her a few lines to say that he would not be
home for dinner, Le lad always called her ‘‘Dear
Mother.” But now le was not gaing to write to the
mother, but to his fiancée, to his beloved ene. At
last he made up Lis mind and commenced his letter
with ‘‘My Dszrling Lily,” as ke had dcne *in the old

1. graie cn one's ears, MICEHT MW G 8EH),
2. at the very ocutset=at the very begining, HKj—
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days.! A first he wrote slowly and with difficulty, for
so many beautiful werds and plirases Scemed to have
disappeared from the clumsy, dry language of every-
day life; but as he warmed to his work, they awakened
in Liis memory like forgotten melodies, vaise tunes,
fragments of poems, elder-blossoms, and swallows,
sunsets on a mirror-like sea. All his memories of the
springtime of life came dancing along in clouds of
gossamer and enveloped her. He drew a cross at the
bottom of the page, as lovers do, and by tke side of
it Lie wrote the words: ‘‘Kiss here.”

When the letter was finished and he read it through,
kis cheeks burnt and he became self-conscious. He
couldn’t * account for? the reason.

But somehow he felt that he had shown his naked
soul to a stranger.

In spite of this feeling he posted the letter.

A few days elapsed betore he receivel a reply.
While he was waiting for it, he ¥was a prey f0° an
almost childish bashfulness and embarrassment,

At last the answer came. He had struck the right
ncte, and from the din and clamour of the nursery, and

tLe fumes and smell of the kitchen, a song arnse, clear

1. in the old days, %%/
z. account for, ZL#]; 84Nk,
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and beauiiful, tendcr and pure, like st love.

Now an exchangze of love-letters bezan. He wrote
to her every night, and sometimes h2 sent her a poctcard
as well during the day. His colleagues didn’t know whkat
to think of him. He was so fastidious about his dress
and personal appearance, that they suspected him of a
love affair. Aund he was in love—in love again. He sent
her his pliotograph, without the spectacles, and she sent
him a lock of her hair. ‘Their language was simple like
a child’s, and he wrote on coloured paper ornamented
with little doves. Why shouldn’t they? They were
*a long way off ! forty yet, even though the strurgle
for an existence had made them feel that they were
getting o'd. He had neglected her during the last twelve-
month, not so much from indifference as from respect—
‘he always saw in her the -nother of his children.

The tour of inspeciion was approaching its end. He
was conscious of 4 certain feeling of arprehension wlken
he thought of their meeting. He had correspondel with
his sweetheart; should he find her in the mother and
housewife? He dreaicd a' disappointment. He shrank
*at the though! ¢f? finding her wih a kitchen fowel

in her haund, or tlie chillren clinging to hrr skirts.

1. a long way off......, Hi...... g o
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Their first ineeting must be somewhere else, and they
must meet alone. Should he ask her to join him at
Waxbolm, in the Stockholm Archipelago at the hotel
where they had spent so many happy hours during
the period of their engagement? S;lendid idea! There.
they could, for two whole days, re-live in memory the
first beautiful spring days of their lives, which had
flown, never to return again.

He sat down and made the suggestion in an im-
passioned love-letter. Ske answered by return agreeing
to his proposal, happy that the same idea had occurred
to both of them.

Two days later he arrived at Waxholm and engaged
rooms at the hotel. [t was a beautiful September days.
He dined clone, in the great dining-room, drank a
glass of wine and felt young again. Everything was
so bright and beautiful. There was the blue sea outside;
only the birch trees on the shore had changed their tints.
In the garden the dahlias were still * in full splendour,?
and the perfume of the mignonette rose from tte borders
of the flower beds. A few bees still visited the dying
calyces but returned disappointed to their pives. The

fishing boats sailed up the Sound before a faint brecze,

1. in full splendour=in full bloom.
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and in tacking the sails fluttered and the sheets shook;
the startled seagulls rose into the air screaming, and
circled rouad the fishermen who were fishing from their
boats for small herring.

He drank his coffee on the verandah, and began to
look out for the steamer which was * due at! six o’clock.

Restlessly, apprehensively, he paced the verandah,
anxiously watching fiord and Sound on the side where
Stockholm lay, so as to sight the st-amer as soon as she
* came inlo view.?

At last a litile cloud of smoke showed like a dark
patch on the horizon. His heart thumped against his
ribs and he drank a liqueur. Then he went down to
1he". shore.

Now he could see the funnel right in the centre of
the Sound, and scon after he noticed the flag on the
fore-topmast . . . Was she really on the steamer, or had
she been prevented from * keeping the tryst3? It was
only necessary for one of the children to be ill, and she
wouldn’t be there, and he would have to spend a solitary
night at the hotel. The children, who during the last
few weeks had *receded into the background,* now

1. due at...... , HEA.LERE,
2. come into view, AR,
3. keep the tryst, i fe
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stepped betweszn her and him. They had hardiy ment-
ioned them in their last letters, just as if they Lad been
anxious to be rid of all eyewitnesses and spoil-sports.

He stamped on the cre king landing-stage and then
rema‘'ned standing motionless near a bollard staring
s‘raight at the sleamer which increasad in size as she
approached, followed *in her wake' by a river of
mclten gold that spread over the blue, faintly rippled
expanse.

‘Now he could distinguish people on the upper deck,
a moving crowd, and sailors busy with the ropes, now a
fluttering speck of white near the wheel-house. There
was no one besides hiim on the laading-stage, the moving
white speck could only be meant for him, and no one
would wave to him but her. He pulled out his hand-
kerchief and answered her greeting, and in doing so he
noticed that his handkerchief was not a white one; he

had heen using coloured ones for years * for the sake of
economy ?

The steamer whistled, sienalled, the cngines
stopped, she came alongside, and now he recognised Aer.
Their eyes met in greeting; the distance was still too

great fcr words. Now he could see her being pushed

1. in her wake, HAMEZ%o
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slowly by the crowd =cross the little br'idge. It was
she, and yet it wasn’t,

Ten years stretchied between her and the picture of
Lier which ke had had in his mind. Fashicn had changed,
the cut of clothes was different. ‘T'eh vears ago her
delicate face with its olive complexion was framed by the
cap which was then worn, and whicl left tlie forehead
‘ree; now lher forel:ead was hidden by a wicked imitation
of a bowler hat. Ten years ago the beautiful lines of her
figure were clearly definable under the artistic draper.es
of Ler cloak which playfully * wow %id, now emphasized !
the curve of her shoulders and the movement of her
arms; now her figure was completely disguised by a
leng driving coat which followed the lines of her dress
but completely concealcd her fizure. As she stepped off
the landing-bridge, he * caught sight of 2 her little foot
with which he had fallen in love, when it was encased
in a buttoned boot, shaped on natural lines; the shoe
wh'ch she was now weariug resembled a pointed Chinese
slipper, and did not allow ber foot to move in those
dancing rhythms which had bewitched him.

It was she and yet it was not she! He embraced

and kissed her. She enquited after his heaitli and he

1. now hid, now emphasized......, —0E¥E, —~—0§E
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askced after the childrea. I hen they walked up the strand.
Words came slowly and sounded dry and forced.

How strange! They were almost shy in each otker’s

prasence, and neither of them mentioned the letiers.

In the end he * fook heart of grace' and asked:

““Would you like to go for a walk before suns2t?”

“‘I should love to.”” she replied, taking his arm.

They went along the high-road *in the direction
of? fthe little town. The shutters of all the summer
residences were closed; the gardens plundered. Heie
and there an apple, hidden among the foliage, might sqill
be‘found Lhauging on the trees, but there wasi’t a single
flower in the flower beds. I'he verandahs, *sivipped of?
their sunblinds, looked like skeletons; there where had
been bright cyes and gay 1 u _hter, si ence reiged,

“How autumnal [¥ she said.

““Yes, the fors kea vil'_s look hoirible.”

They walked o.1.

“Let us go and look at the lLouse where we
used to liva,”

“Oh, yes! It will be fun.”

They passed the bati'my vans.

1. take heart of grace= ke hear , 5512 & ,$HE o
3. in the direction of......, & .....00 i o
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Oter there, squeczed in between the pilot’s and the
cardener’s cottages, stood the little hous2 with its red
fence, its vesandah aad its little garden.

Memories of past days awoke. ‘There was the bed -
rcom where their first baby had bzea born. What
rejoicing! What lauzhter! Oh! youth and gaiety! The
roce-tree which they had planted was still there. And
the strawberry-bed whicli they had made-—no, it existed
no longer, grass had gruwn over it. In the little plantation
traces of the swing which they had put up were still
visible, but the swing itself had disappeared.

‘““Thank you so much for your beautiiul letters,”
she said, gently pressing his arm.

He blushed and meade no reply.

Then they returned to the hotel, aird he told her
anecdotas, * in connection with! his tour.

He had ordered dinner to be served in the latge
dining-room at the table where they used to sit. They
sat down without * saying grace?

It was a * téle-a-1éte® dinner. He took the bread-
basket and offered Lier the bread. She smiled. It was
a long time since he tad been so attentive. But dinner

at a seaside hotel was a pleasant change and soon they

1. in connection with, %,

2. say grace=pray, iifi%o
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were engaged in a lively ronversation. Tt was a duet
in wiich one of them extelled the days that Lind gone,
and the other revived memories of ‘‘once upon a ‘ime.”
‘They were re-living the past. Their eyes shone and the
little lines in their faces disappeared. Oh! golden days!
Oh! *{ime of roscs? which comes but once, if it comes
at all, and which is denied to so many of us—-so
many of us.

At dessert be whispered a few words into the ear of
th: waitress; she disappeared and retutned a few
seconds later with a bottle of champagne.

““My dear Axecl, what are you thinking of?”

“I am thinking of the spring that bas past, but
will return again.”

But he wasn’t thinking of it exclusively, for at his
wife’s reproachful words there glided through the room,
catlike, a dim vision of the nursery and the porridge bowl.

However—the atmospliere cleared again; the golden
wine stirred their memories, and again they * lost them-
selves #n 2 the intoxicating rapture of the past.

He leaned Lis elbow on the table and shaded his

eves witli his hand, as if he were determined to shut

1. time of roses, FFHNBENL (roses RGN
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ou. the present--thi; very piesent whick, —after all,
Lud been of his own seelzing,

The hours passed. They left tlie dining-room and
went into the drawing-room which * bo7sted! a piano,

ordering their coffee to be brought there.

“l1 wonder how the kiddies are?” said she,
awakening to the hard facts of real life.

Sit down and sing to me,” he answered, opening
the instrument.

What would you like m=z to sing? You know I
haven’t sung a note for many days.”

He * was well aware of 2 it, but he did want a song.

She sat down before thie piano and began to play. It
wais a squeaking instrument that reminded one cf the
rattling of locse teeth.

““What shall T sing?” she asked, turning round on
the musiz-stool.

“You know, darling,” he replied, not daring to
meet her eyes. _

“Your song! Very well, if I can remember it.”
And she sang: ‘“‘“Where is the blessed country where
my beloved dwells?”

But alas! H=r voice was thin and shrill and emotion

1. boasicd...... s AT CELLERNZE o
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made her sing *ouf of tune.! At times it sounded like
a cry from the bottom of a soul which feels that noon
is past and evening approaching. The fingers which
had done hard work strayed on the wrong keys. The
instrument, too, * had seem iis best days;® the c'oth on
the hammers had worn away; it sounded as if the
springs touched the bare wood.

When she had finished her song, she sat for a while
without turning round, as if she expected him to come

and speak to her But he didn’t mcve; not a sound
t* broke the deep silence,’ When she turned round at last,

she saw him sitting on the sofa, h's cleeks wet with
ears., She felt a strong impulse to jump up, take lis
head between her hands and kiss him as she had dore
*in days gone ly,' but she remained where she was,
immovable, with downcast eyes.

He held a cigar between his thumb and first finger,
\When .he son was finished, he bit off the end and
struck a match.

‘““Thank you, Lily,” he said, puffing at his cigar,
“‘will you have your coffee now?”’

They drank their ccffee, talked of summer bolidays
in genera! and suggesied two or three places where they

1. out of tune, RHIF,RIXFo
3. had seen its best days, BEEd.
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might go next summer. But‘thexr conversation langui-
shed and they repeated themselves.

At last he yawned openly and said: ‘‘I’'m off to bed.”

“I'm going, too,” she said, gettiny up. ‘‘But I’ll
get a breath of fresh air first, on the balcony.”

He went into the bed-room. She lingered for a few
moments in the dining-room, and then talked to the
landlady for about half an hour of spring-onions and
woollen underwear.

When the landlady had left her she went into the
bed-room and stocd for a few minutes at the door,
listening. No sound came from within. His boots
stood in the corridor. She opened the door gently and
went in. He was asleep.

He was asleep!

At breakfast on the following morning he had a
headache, and she fidgeted.

*“What horrib’e coffee,”’ he said, with a grimace.

““Brazilian'” she said, shortly.

*‘“What shall we do to-day?” he asked, looking
at his watch.

‘““Hadn’t you better eat some bread and butter,

instead of grumbling at the coffee?’’ she said.

1. brazilian, E@A(EPYEETEHERZ—)0
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‘‘Perhaps you're right,” he answered, ‘‘and T1'll
have a liqueur at the same time. That champagne last
night, ugh!”

He asked for bread and butter and a liqueur and his
temper improved.

" Let’s go to the Pilot’s Hill and look at the view."”

They rose from the breakfast table and went out.

The weather was splendid and the walk did them
good. But they walked slowly; she panted, and his knees
were stiff; they * drew no move parallels withl the past.

They walked across the fields. The grass had been
cut long ago, there wasn't a single flower anywhere.

They sat down on some large stones.

He talked of the Board of Prisons and his office.
She talked of tle children.

Then they walked on in silence. "He looked at his
watch.

“Three hours yet till dinner time,” he said, And he
wonderad how they could * Rill time? on the next day.

They returned to the hotel. He asked for the papers.
She sat down by his side with a smile on her lips.

They talked little during dinner. After dinner she
rentioned the servants.

I. draw parallels with...... 5 Woioins ko
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“* For heaven's sake,! leave the servants alone!”
he exclaimed.

“Surely we haven’t come her: to quarrell”

*““Am I quarrelling }”

“Well, I'm not!”

An awkward pause followed. He wished somebody
would come. The children! VYes! This tete-i-tete
embarrassed him, but he {elt a pain i1 his heart when
he thought of the * bright hours of yesterday.?

“Let’s go to Oak Hill,”’ she said, ‘and gather
wild strawberries.”

““There are no wild strawberries at this time of the
year, it’s autumn,”

“Let's go all the same.”

And they went. But ccnversation was difficult.
His eyes searched for some object on the roadside
which would serve for a peg on which to hang a remark,
but there was nothing. There was no subject which they
hadn’t discussed. She knew all his views on everything
and disagreed with most of them. She longed to go
home, to the children, to her own fireside. She found it

absurd to * make a spectacle of herself® in this pace

1. for heaven’s (God’s, goo 'ness’, mercy's) sake,
PIRR R 2% 2 3 i 58 i 2 AR 3o
2. bright hours of yesterday, B2k,
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and be on the vergs of a quarrel with her husbaud
all the time.

After a while they stopped, for they were tired, He
sat down and began to write in the sand with his
walking stick. He hoped she would provoke a * scene.l

‘“What are you thinking of?’’ she asked at last.

“‘I?” he replied, feeling as if a burden were falling
off his shoulders, ‘‘I am thinking that we are getting
old, mother: our innings are over, and we have *Zo be
confent with? what has been. If you are of the same
mind, we’ll go home by the night boat.”

“‘I have thought so all along, old man, but I wanted
to please you.”

““Then come alung, we’ll go heme. It’s no longer
summer, autumn is here.”’

They returned to the hotel, much relieved.

He was a little embarrassed * on account of * the
prosaic ending of the adventure, and felt an irresistible
longing to justify it from a philosophical standpoint.
‘““You see, mother,” he said, ‘‘my lo—h’m’’ (the
word was too strong) ‘‘my affection for you has under-
gone a change in the course of time. It has developed,

broadened; at first it was centred on the individual, but

¥. scene=quarrel, LM,
2. to be content with...... » B B0
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later ¢n, on the family as a wkole It is not now you,
p rsonally, that I love, nor is it the chLildren, but
it is the whole . , . |

‘“Yes, as my uncle used to say, children are
lightning conducters!’?

After his philosophical explanation he * became his
old self' again. *It{ was pleasani to take off his frock
coal; he [fclt as if he were getling into his dyessing-gown.?

When they enterad the hotel, she began at once
to pack, and there she * was in her element.’®

They went downstairs into the saloon as soon as they
got on board. For appearance sake, however, he asked
her whether she wou'd like to watch the sunsat; but she
declined.

At supper he helped himself first, and she asked the
waitress the price of black bread.

When he had finished his supper, he remained
sitting at the table, *lingering cver* a glass of porter.
A thought which had amused him for some time, would
no longer be suppressed.

“‘O1d fool, what?” he said, lifting his glass and

smiling at his wife who happened to look at hin

1: become one’s o'd self, PRGN a0
2. BE—HREE, SRBEIAFTI TN 2%, R
BT —fF I, REFS LBET.
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at the moment.

She did not return his smile, 1 ut her eyes which
tad flashed for a sccond, assumed so witheting an
expiession of digniiy that Le felt crushed.

The spell was broken, the last trace of his old love
had vanished; he was sitting opposite the mother of
his children; he felt small.

““No need to look down upon me becaus: [ have
*made a fool of myse!/f! for a moment,” she said
gravely. ‘‘But in a man’s love there is always * @ good
deal of* contempt; it is strange.”’

““And in the love of a woman?"

“Even more, it is true! But then, she has every
cause.”

“It’s the same thing—with a difference. Probably
both of them are wrong. ‘That which one values too
Lighly, becausz it is * difficult of attaininent,® is easily
underrated when one has obtained it.”

““Why does one value it too highly?”’

“Why is it so difficult of attainment?”

The steam whistle above their heads interrupted
their conversaticn.

They landed.

1. make a fool of oneself, NEMERTo
2. a good deal of (a great deal of)=m'ch, ¥l
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When they had crrivedlhome, and he saw her
again among her children, he realised that his affection
for her had undergone a change, and that her affection
for him had been transferred to and divided amongst
all these little screamers. Perhaps her love for him
had only been a means to an end. His part had bzen a
short one, and he felt deposed. If he had not been
required to earn bread and butter, he would probably
have been cast off long age.

He went into his study, put on his dressing-gown
and slippers, lighted his pipe and fzlt at home.

Outside the w'nd lashed the rain against the window
panes, and whistled in the chimney.

Whien th2 children had been put to bed, his wife
came and sat by him.

““No weather to gathe: wild strawberries,’’ she said,

““No, my d=ar, the summer is over and autumn
is here.”

““Yes, it is autumn,” she replied, ‘‘but it is not
yet winter, there is comfort in that.”

“Very poor comfort if we consider that we live
but onca.”

‘““I'wice when one has children; three times if one
lives to see cme’s grandchildren.”’
““And after that, the end.”
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“Unless there is a life after death.”

“We cannot be sure of that! Who knows? I
believe it, bui my faith is no proof.”

“But it is good to believe it. Iet us have faith]
Let us believe that spring will come again] Let us
believe it!”

““Yes, let us telieve it,”’ he said, gathering her
to his breast,
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A PASSION IN THE DESERT

BY

HONORE DE BALZAC
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A PASSION IN THE DESERT

““The whole skow is dreadful,” she cried, coming
out of the menagerie of M. Martin. She had just been
looking at that daring speculator “‘working with his
hyéna”—to speak in the style of the p ozram.

“*By what mears,!”’ she coniinued, ‘‘can he have
tamed these animals to such a po'nt as to be certain of
their affection {for—-"

“What seems to vou a problem ” said I, interrupt-
ing, “‘is really quite natural.”’

“‘Oh!” she cried, letting sn incredulous smile wan-
der over hLer lips.

““You think that beasts are wholly without pas-
sions?’’ I asked hier. ‘‘Quite the reverse; we can com-
mm_licate to tkem all the vices arising in our own state
of civilization.”

She looked at me with an air of astonishment.

‘“Nevertheless,” I continued, ‘‘the first time I saw
M. Martin, I admit, like you, I did * give vent f0® ¢

exclamation of surprise. I found myself next to an

1. by what means, JI{FE)ido
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old soldier with the right leg amputated, who had come
in with me. H’s face had struck me, He had one of
those intrepid heads, stamped with the seal of warfare,
and on which the batt'es of Napoleon are written,
Besides, lLe had that frank goon-humored expression
which always * impresses me favorably.! Fe was without
dcubt one of those troopers who are surprised at
nothing, who find matter for la1ighter in the contortions
.of a dying comrade, who bury or plunder him quite
light-heartedly, who stand intrepidly in the way of
bullets; in fact, one of those men whko waste no time in
deliberation, and would not hesitate to * make friends
with® the devil himself. After looking very attentively
at the proprietor of the menagerie getting out of his box,
my companion pursad up his lips with an air of n ockery
and contempt, with tlat peculiar and expressive twist
whbich superior peop'e assume to show they are not
* taken in3 Then when I was expatiating on the courage
of M. Martin, he smiled, shook Lis Lead knowingly, and
said, ‘‘Well known.”

“‘"How “‘well known”?’ I said. ‘If you would only
explain me the mystery I should *be vastly obliged."t

‘““After a few minutes, during whi:h we made ac-

I. impress one favorably, TLUFENZ,
2. make friends with...... , Hd..... {EA Ko
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quaintance, we we.t to dine at the first * restquraleur's?l
whose shop * caught our éye.> At dessert a bottle of
champagne comp etely refreshed and brighte ed up the
memories of this odd old soldier. He told me ais story,
and I said that he *kad cvery reason to? exclaim, ‘Well
known.’ ”’

When she got home, she teased me to that extent,
and made so many promises, that I consented to com-
municate to her the oid soldier’s confidences. Next day
she received the following episode of an epic which one
might call ““The Frenchm:n in Egypt.”

During the expedition in Upper Egypt under Gen-
eral Desaix, a * Provencal 4 soldier * fell into the hands®
of the Mangrabins, and was taken by these Arabs into
the deserts beyond the falls of th> Nile.

In order to place a sufficient distance between them-
se'ves and the French army, the Mangrabins made
forced marches, and only rested during the night. They
camped round a well overshadowed by palm trees under
which they had previousiy concealed a store of provisions.
Not surmising that the notion of flight would occur to

restaurateur, BRLREW Ao
catch one's eyes, #f... ..l
3- o0 have every reason te...... » A EH..... °
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their prisoner, they *confen’cd thems: ves witil Hinding
his hands, and after caling a few dates, and giv.ng
provender to their horses, went {o sleep

When the brave Frovencal saw that his enemies
were no longer watching him, he madz use of his teeth
to steal a scimitar, fixel the blade between his kness,
and cut the cords whicih prevented using his hands; in a
moment he was free. He at once seized a rifle and a
dagger, then * taking the precaution® fo provide himself
with a sack of dried datss, oats, and powdar and shot,
and to fasten a scimitar to his wa'st, he leaped onto a
horse, and spurred on vigorously in the direction where
be thought to find the French army. So impatient was
he to see a *bivomac® again that le pressesd on th:
already tired courser at such speed that its fla1ks were
lacerated wi Ii his spurs, and at last the poor amimal
died, leaving the Frenchman alone in tle desect, After
walking some time in the sand with all the courage of an
escaped convi:t, the soldier was obliged to stop, as the
day had already ended. In spit2 of the beauty of an
oriental sky at night, Le felt he had not strength enough
to go on, Fortunately he had bezn ab'e to find a small

hill, on the summit of which a few palm trees shot

1. contented oneself with... , Pl...... Bt
2. take the precaution to....., f5RMNMBIM......o
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up into the air; it was their verdure seen from afar
which had brought ho»e aud consolation to his heart.
His fatigue was so great that 2 lay dewn upon a rock
cf granite, capriciously cut out like a camp-bed; there
he fell asleep without taking any precautton to defend
himself while he slept. e had made the sacrifice of his -
life. His last thought was one of regret He repented
having left the Mangrabins, whose nomnad life seemed to
smile oa him *mow thif' he was afar from them and
without help. He was awakened by the sun, whose pitiless
rays fell with all their {force on the granite and produced
an intolerable heat—for he had had the stupidity to
place himself inversely to the shadcw thrown by the
verdant majestic heads of th2 palmr trees. He looked at
tha solitary trees and shudd re—iliey reminded him of
the graceful chafts crowned with foliage which charac-
terize the *Saracen? columns in the cathedral cf *4rles3

But when, after counting the palin trees, he cast his
eye around him, the most horrible despair was infused
into his soul. Before him stretched an ocean without
limit The dark sand of the desert spread {arther than
sicht could reach in every direction, and glittered like

steel struck with biight light. It might have been a sea

1. now that...... y FAZEAG.....c0
2. Saracen, PERLAR,EEW.
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of lookitg-glass, or lakes melted to-gether in a mirror.
A fiery vapor cariied up in streiks made a perpetual
whirlwind over the qu'vering land. The sky was lit
with an oriental splendor of insuppottable purity, leaving
*naughil for the imzgination to desire. Heaven and
earth were *on fire.?

The silence was awfnl in its wild ard terrible maj-
esty. Infinity, immensity, *closed in ufpon® the soul
from every side. Not a cloud in the sky, not a breath in
t'he air, not a flaw on the bosom of the sand, ever moving
in diminutive waves; the horizon ended as at sea on a
clear day, with one line of light, definite as the cut of a
sword.

The Provengal threw his arms round the trunk of
one of the palm trees, as though it were the body of a
friend, and tLen in the shelter of the thin straight shadow
that the palm cast upon the granite, he wept. Then sit-
ting down he remained as he was, contemplating with
profound sidness the implacable scene, waich was all he
had to look upon. He cried aloud, to measure the
solitude. His voice, lost in the hollows of the hill,
sounded faintly, and aroused no ccho—tle echo was in

his cwn heart. The Provencal was i{wentytwo years

1. naught=noth'ng.
2. on fire, HATo
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old :—he loaded his carbine,

“There’ll be time enough,” Le said to himself,
*layng on the ground the weafon! which alone could
“oring him deliverance.?

Looking * by turns® gt the *black expanse’ and the
*tlue expanse,® the soldier dreamed of France—-he smelt
with delight the guiters of Paris—hke remembered the
towns through which he had passei, the jfaces of his
fellow-soldiers, the most minute details of his life. His
southern fancy soon showed him the stones of his beloved
Provence, in the play of the Leat whichh waved over the
spreal sheet of the desert. Fearing the danger of this
cruel mirage, he went down the opposite side of the hill
to that by which he had come up the day before. The
remains of a rug showed that this * place of refuge® had
at one time been inhabited; at a short distance he saw
some palm trees {ull of dates. Then the instinct which
binds us to life awoke again in his heart. He hoped to
live long enough to await the passing of some Arabs, or
perhaps he might hear tle sound ¢f cannon; for at this
time Eonaparte was traversing Egypt.

This thought gave him new life. The palm {ree

1. layiang the weapon on the ground.
2. Ekring him deliverance=deliver him.
3+ by turns, it
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seemed to bend with the weight of the ripe fruit. He
shook some of it down. When he tasted this unhoped-for
manna, he felt sure that the palms had been cul.ivated
by a former inhabitant—the savory, fresh meat of dates
was proof of the care of his * predecessor.! He passed
suddenly from dark despair to an almost insane joy. He
went up again to the top of the hill, and spent the rest
of the day in cutting down cne of the sterile palm {rees,
which the night before had served him for shelter. A
vague memory made him think of the animals of the
desert; and * #n case’? they might come to drink at the
spring, visible from the base of the rocks but lost farther
down, he resolved to guard himself from their visits by
placing a barrier at the entrance of his hermitage.

In spite of his diligence, and the strength which the
fear of being devoured asleep gave him, he was unable
to cut the palm in pieces, though he succeeded in cutting
it dewn. At eventide * the king of the desert® fell; the
sound of its fall resounded far and wide, like a sigh in
the solitude; the soldier shuddered as though he had
heard some voice predicting woe.

But like an heir who does not long bewail a deceased
rarent, he tore off from this beautiful tree the tall broad

1. his predecessor, IE7E il LARTEHUEHOIA
2. in case.nne=ifi.
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green leaves which are its pcelic adcrnment and used
them to mend the mat on which he was to sleep.

Fatigued l'y the heat and his work, he fell asleep
*under the ved curtains of his wet cave.l

In the middle of the right his sleep wsas troubled
by an extraordinary noise; he sat up, and the deep
silence around him allowed him to distinguish the
alternative accents of a respiration whese savage energy
could not belong to a human creature.

A profound terror, increasel still further by the
darkness, the silence, and his waking images, *froze his
hear(? within him. He almost felt his hair * stand cn
end,® when by straining his eyes * {0 thefr utmosi* he
perceived through the shadows two faint yellow lights.
At first he attributed tLese lights to the reflection of his
own pupils, but soon the- vivid brilliance of the night
aided him gradually to distinguish the objects around
him in the cave, and he behzld a huge animal lying but
two steps frem him. Was it a lion, a tiger, or a crocodile?

The Provencal was not educated enough to know
under what species his enemy ought to be classed; but
his fright was all the greater, as his ignorance led him to

imagine all terrors at once; he endured a cruel torture,

e
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noting every vatiation of the breathing close to him
without daring to make the slightest movement. Aa
odor, pungent like that of a fox, but more penetrating,
profounder —so to speak—filled the cave, and when the
Provencal * became sensible of 1 this, his terror * reached
tls height,® {for he could not longer doubt the proximity
of a terrible companion, whose royal dwelling served
him for shelter.

Presentiy th= reflection of tkhe moon, descending on
the Lorizon, lit up the den, rendering gradually visible
and resplendent the spotted skin of a panther.

This lion of Egypt slept, curled up like a big dog,
the pzacefu! possessor of a sumptuous niclie at the gata
of an hotcl; its eyes opened for a moment and closed
again ; its face was turned toward the man. A thousand
confused thoughts passed through the Frenchman’s
mind ; first he thought of killing it with a bullet from his
gun, but he saw there was not enough distance between
them for him to take proper aim—the shot would * miss
the mark3® And if it were to wake !—the thought made
his limbs rigid. He listened to his own heart beating in
the midst of the silence, and cursed the too violent pul-

sations which the flow of blood brought on, fearing to

1. become sensible of, B3|,
2. reach its height, £,
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disturb that sleep which allowed him time to think of
some mieans of escape.

Twice he placed his hand on his secimitar, intending
to cut cff the head of his enemy; but the difficulty of
cutting the stiff, short hair compellel him to abandon
this dar'ny project. I'o miss would be to die *for
certain,! he thought; he preferred the chances of fiir
fight, and made up his mind to wait till morning; the
morning dil not leave him long to wait.

He could now examine the panther at ease; its
muzzle was smeared with blood.

““Ske’s had a good dinner,” he thought, without
troubling himself as to whether her feast mizht have
been on human flesh. ‘‘She won’t be hungry when
she gets‘ up.”

It was a female. The fur on her belly and flanks
was glistening white; many small matks like velvet
formed beautiful bracelets round her feet; her sinuous
tail was also white, ending with black rings; the over-
part of her dress, yellow like unburnished gold, very
lissom and soft, had the characteristic blotches in the
form of rosettes, which distinguish the panther from

every other * feline species.”

1. for certain, —j&,
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This tranquil and foimidable hostess snored in an
attitude as graceful as that of a cat lying on a cushion.
Her blocd-stained paws, nervous and well-armed, were
stretched out before her face, which rested upon them,
and from which radiated her straight, slender whiske:s,
like threads of silver.

If she had been like that in a cage, the Provencal
would doubtless have admired the grace of the animal,
and the vigorous contrasts of vivid color wkich gave her
robe an imperial splendor; but just then his sight was
troubled by her sinister apgearance.

The presence cf tLe renther, even asleep, *couid not
fail tal produce the effect which tke magnetic eyes of
the serpent are said to kave on the nightingale.

For a moment the courage of the soldier began to
fail before this danger, though no doubt it would have
risen at the moutli of a canncn ckarged with shell.
Nevertheless, a bold thought * brought daylight 10® his
soul and *sealed up the source of the cold sweal® +hich
sprang forth on Lis biow. Like men *driven {o bay?

who defy death and offer their body to the smiter, so he,

1. can not fail to, REBCRRE;ERE,

2. bring daylight to his soul, fifbp LB rERERE
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a. seal up the source of the cold sweat, fli¥piFR
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seeing in this merely a tragic episode, resolved to * play
his part! with honoi * fo the last.?

““The day before yesterday the Arabs would have
killed me perhaps,’’ he said; so considering himsslf ¥ as
good as® dead already, he waited bravely, with excited
curicsity, his enemy’s awakening.

When the sun appeared, the panther suddenly
opened her eyes; then she put out her paws with energy,
as if to stretch them and get rid of cramp. At last she
yawned, showing the formidable anparatus of her teeth
and pointed tongue, rough 2zs a file,

““A regu'ar *petite maifresse,’ thought tl.e French-
man, seeing her roll herself about so softly and
coquettishly. She licked off the blcod which stained her
paws and muzzle, and scra‘ched her head with reiterated
gestures * full of prettiness,® ‘‘All right, make a little
toilet,”’ the Frenchman said to himself, beginning to re-
cover his gaiety with his courage; ‘‘we’ll say good
morvning to each other presently,” and he seized -the
small, short dagger which he had taken from the Mang-
rabins, At this moment the panther turned Ler head

1. play his part, itb7C tragic episode RiEH}E,
2. to the last, E35F|E,
3+ as good as=practicaly.
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toward the man and lookcd at him fixedly without
moving.

The rigidity of her metallic eyes and their insup-
portable luster made him shudder, especially when the
animal walked toward him. But he looked at her
caressingly, staring into her eyes in order to magnetize
ber, and let her come quite close to him; then with a
movement both gentle and amorous, as though he were
caressing the most beautiful of women, he passed his
hand over her whole body, from the head to the tail,
scraiching the flexible vertebrae which divided th:=
panther’s yellow back. The animal waved bher tail
voluptuously, and her eyes grew gentle; and wken for
the third time the Frenchman accomplished this inter-
esting flattery, she * gave for/h! one of those purrings by
‘'which our cats express their pleasure; but this murmur
issued from a throat so powerful and so deep, that it re-
sounded through the cave like the last vibrations of an
organ in a church. The man, understanding the import-
ance of his caresses, redoubled them in such a way as to
surprise and stupefy bis imperious courtesan. When he
felt sure of having extinguished the ferocity of his

* capricious® companicn, whose hunger kad so fortun-

1. give forth=utter. £,
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ately been satisfied the day before, hie got up to go out of
the cave; the panther let him go out, but when he had
teached the summit of the hill she sprang with the
lightness of a sparrow hopping from twig to twig, and
rubbel herself against his legs, putting up her back
* after the manner of 1 all the race of cats. Then regard-
ing her guest with eyes whose glare had softenzd a little,
she gave vent to that wild cry which naturalists gompare
to the grating of a saw.

“‘She is * exacting,?” said the Frenchman, smiling.

He was bo!d enough to play with her ears; he
caressed her belly and scratched her kead as hard as
he could. ,

When he saw that he was successful, ke tickled her
skull with the point of his cagger, * wafching for the
right moment3 to kill Ler, but the harduess of her bones
made him tremble for his success.

The sultana of the desert showed herself gracious to
her slave; she lified her head, stretched out her neck,
and manifested her delighit by the tranquillity of her
attitude. It sulddenly occurred to the soldier that to kill
this savage princess with one blow he must poignard
her in the throat.

R

1. zofter the mann.r of....., f&.... W48F, EHE)o
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He raised the blade, when the panther, satisfied no
doubt, laid herself gracefully at his feet, and cast up at
him glances in which, in spite of their natural fierzeness,
was mingled confusedly a kind of good-will. The poot
Provencal ate his dates, leaning against cne of the palm
trees, and casting his eyes alternately on the desert *in
quest of ! some liberator and on his terrible companion
to watch her uncertain clemency.

The panther locked at the placz where the date
* stones® fell, and every time that he threw one down her
eyes expressed an incredibls mistrust.

She examined the man with an almost commercial
prudence. However, this examination was favorable to
him, for when he Lad finished his meager meal she
licked his boots with her powerful rough tongue,
brushing off with marvellous skill the dust gathered
in the creases.

“Al, but when she’s really hungry!” thought th-
Frenchman, In spite of the shudder this thought caused
him, the soldier began to measure curiously the pro-
portions of the panther, certainly one of the most
splendil specimens of its race. She was three feet high
and four feet long without counting her tail; this
powerful weapon, rounded like a cudgel, was nearly

1. in quest of, fK{Fo
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three feet long. 1he head, largé as that of a lioness. was
distinguished by a rare expiession of refinement. The
cold cruelty of a tiger was dominant, it was true, but
there was also a vague resemblanze to the fice of a sensual
woman, Indeed, the face of this solitary queen had
something of the gaiety of a drunken * Nero:! she hLad
satiated herself with blocd, and she winted to p ay.

TLe soldier tried if he might walk up and down,
and the panther left him free, contenting le:self with
following him with l'er eyes, less like a faithful dog
than a big Angora cat, observing eyerything, and every
movement of her master.

When ke looked rcund, h: saw, by th2 spring, the
remains of his horse; the panther had dragged the
carcass all that way; abcut two-thirds of it had been
devoured already. The sight reassured him.

It was easy to explain the panther’s ab'sence, and
the respect ske had had for Lim while he slept. The first
piece of gocd luck emboldened him to tempt th= future,
and he conceived the wild hope of continuing * ¢n geod
ferms® with the panther during the entire day, neglecting
no meuns of taming her and remaining in her good
graces.

He returned to her, and had the unspzakable joy

x. Nero, EBREE,KEEH,
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of sce'ng her wag her tail with an almost imperceptible
movement at his approach, He sat down thea, without
fear, by her side, and they began to play togcther; he
took her paws and muzzle, pulled her ears, rolled her
over on ler back, stroked her warm, delicet: flanks.
She let him do whatever he liked, atd when he began t>
stroke the hair on her feet slie drew her claws in carefully.

The man, keeping tle daggar in cne hand, thouzht
to plunge it into the belly of the * foo con/iding' anther,
but he wis afraid that he would t e immediately strangled
in Ler % last corvulsive struggle,® besides, he felt in Lis
heart a scrt of remorse which bid him respect a creature
that had done him no harm. He seemed to have found
a Iriend, in a boundless desert; half uncorsciously he
thought of his first sweetheart, whom he had nicknamel
“*Mignonne’”’ by way of contras!, because she was so
ctrociously jealous that all the time of their love he was
in fear of the knife with which sle had always threat-
ened him.

This memcry of bis early days suggested to Lim thke
{dea of making the young panther answer to this name,
now that he began to adwmire with less terror her

swiitness, suppleness, and softness. Toward the end of

1. too-confiding, F{9HIZ Ao
2. last convulsive struggle, B ART AR IR Lo
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the day he * 214 familiaiized himself with' his perilous
rosition; Lie now almost liked the painfulness of it. At
last his companion had * got i:70 the habit of * looking
up at bhim whenever he cried in a falsett® voice,
“Mignonne.”

At the setting of the sun Mignonns gave, several
times * running,” a profound melanchcly ery. ‘'She’s
been well brought up,” said the light-hearted soldier;
“'she says her prayers.” But :his mental joke only
occurred to him whe he noticed what a pacific attitude
Lis companion remained in, “"Come, *ma petile blonde 4
I'll let you go to bed first,” he said to her, *coun/ing 0.”
the sctivity of his own legs to run away as quickly as
possible, directly she was asleep, and seek another
shelter for the night.

Tte soldier waited with impatience the hour of his
flight, and when it had arrived he walked vigorously in
the direction of the Nile; but hkardly had he made a
quarter of a league in the ¢and when he heard the pau-
ther bounding after him, crying with that sawlike cry

more dreadful even than the sound cf her leaping.

1. to have familiarized oneself with=is accusto-
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““Ah!” he said, ‘‘then she's *lakcn a farcy lot
me; she has never met any one tefore, and it is really
quite flattering to have her first love.” That instant the
man fell into one cf those movable *quicksands® so ter-
rible to travellers and ftom which it is impossible to
save oneself, Feeling himself caught, he gave a shriek
of alarm ; the panther seized him with hzr teeth by the
collar, end, springing vigorously backward, drew him
as if by magic cut of the whirling sand.

““ Ali, Mignonne!” cried the soldier, cares:ing hcr
enthusiastically; ‘‘we’re *bound {together for life and
death®—but no jokes, mind!” &nd he retrzced his steps.

From that time the desert scemed inhabited. Tt
contained a bheing to whom the man cou'd talk, and
whose ferccity was rendered gentle by him, though he
could not explain to himself the reason for their strange
friendship, Great as was the soldier’s desirs to stay
upon guard, he slept,

~On awakening lLe could not find Mignonne; he
mounted the hill, and in the distance saw her springing
toward him after the habit of these animals, who cannot
run on account of the extreme flexibility ¢f the vertebra!

column. M'gnonne arrived, her jaws covered with

r. take a fancy to, AL R.
2. quicksands, FERROED, SRR, =S RRA B
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0d ; she received the wonted caress of her companion,
showing with muclh puiring hew harpy it made her.
Her eyes, full of la.guor, turned stiil more gently th.n
the day before toward the Provengal, who talked to her
as one wculd to a tame animal.

““Ah! Mademoiselle, you are a nice girl, aren’t
y.u? Just look at that! so we like to bz made much
of, don’t we? Aren’t ycu :shamed of yourself? So
yocu have been ea.ing some Arab or o'her, have you?
that doesn’t maltter. They’re animals ju:t the same as
you are ; but don’t you *'gke fo' ealing Frenchmen, or
I shan’t like you any lcnger.”

She played like a dog with its master, letting her-
celf be rolled over, knocked about, and stioked, alter-
natelly; sowmetimes she Lerself would provoke the sol-
dier, putting up her paw with a soliciting geslure.

Some days passed in this manner. This com-
panionship permitted the Provencal to appreciate the
sublime beauty of the desert; now that he had a living
thing to think about, alternations of fear and quiet, and
plenty to eat, his mind became filled with contrast and
his life began to be diversified.

Solilude revealed to him all ber sectets, and envel-

opsd Lim in her delights. He discovered in tha risirg

1. take to=get into the habit of, F.ii,
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ana setting of the sun *sights unknsun to the world}
17e knew what it was to trembl2 when he hicard over hig
head the hiss of a bird’s wing, so rarely did they pass,
or when ke raw the clouds, changing and many-colored
travellers, melt one into another. He studied in the
night time the effect of the moon upon the ocean of
sand, where the * simoon? made waves swift of move-
ment and rapid in their change. He lived the life of
the Eastern day, inarvelling at its wonderful pomp:
then, after having revelled in the sight of a *hurricane®
over the plain where the whirling sands made red, dry
mists and death-bearing clouds, he would welcome th2
nizht with joy, for then fell the heaithful freshness of
the stars, and he listened {o imaginary music in the
skies. Then solitude taught him to unroll the tresures
of dreams. He passed wholz hours in remembering
mere nothings, and comparing his present life witk his
past, |

At lzst he grew passionately fond of thie panther;
* for same sort of ajfection was a necessity t

Whether it was that his will powerfully projected
had modified the character of his companion, or whether,

1. sights unknown to the world, {ir AFiA:JLiBZ "8l
2. simoon, WA ZAE, BAHDENES,
3+ hurricane, §iJilo
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bacause she found abuudant ft;od in her pfedatory excur:
sions in the deserts, she respected th= man’s life, and he
bean to fear for it 1o longer, seeing lLier so well tamed.

He *dcvoled th: greater par! of his time tol sleep,
but he was obliged to watch like a spider in its web that
the moment of his deliverance mizht not escape him, if
any one should p:ss the line marked by the horizon. IHe
had sacrificed his shirt to make a fleg with, which he
hung at the top of a palm tree, whos2 foliage hz had torn
off. *Taught by nccessity,® he found the means of
keeping it spreai out, by fistening it with little sticks;
for the wind might nct be blowing at the moment when
the passing traveller was looking throuzh the desert.

It was during the long hours, when lhe had aban-
doned hope, that he * amused kimself with® the pan-
ther. He had come to learn the diiferent inflections of
" her voice, the expressions of her eyes; h2 had studied
the capricious ; atteins of all the rosettes which marked
the gold of her robe. Mignonne was not even angry
whea he */0ok h 1d of* the tuft at the end of her tail to
count the rings, th-se graceful oroaments which glit-
tered in the sun like jewelry. It gave bim pleasure to
contemplate the supple, fine outlines of her form, the

Io deVOted ------ tO ...... F) a ------ gmt; ...... o
3. taught by nccessity, ®EZ£E.
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whitetess of 1er belly, the graceful pose of her head.
But it was especially when she was rlaying that he felt
most pleasure in looking at her; the agil'ty a d youthful
lightness ¢f Ler movements were a continual surprise to
him ; he wondered at the supple way in which she jum-
red and climbed, washed herself and arranged her fur,
crouched down and prepared to spring. However rap‘d
her spring mizht be, however slippery the stone she was
on, she would always *stop skort' at the word ‘‘Mig-
nonne.”’

One day, in a bright mid-day sun, an encimous
bird coursed thiough the air. ‘I'h2 inan left his parther
to look at this new guest; but a'ter waitinz a moment
the deserted sultara growied deeply.

“*My goodness!2 I do believe she’s jealous,” he
cried, seeing her eyes bezome hard again; ‘‘the soul of
*Virginie® has passed into her body; that’s certain.”

The eagle disappeared into the air, while the soldicr
admired the curved contour of the panther.

Eut there was such youth and grace in her form!

che was beautiful as a woman! the blond fur of her rcbe

1. stop short=stop abruptly, ZE#fo{:,

2. my goodness, ¥k ubsim my God. goodness
gracious, ¥4 — U,

3. virginie, #[E RBernardin de St. Pierre pia/ )t
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mingled well with the delicate tints of faint white which
marked her flanks.

The profuce 1'glit cast down by the sun made this
living gold, these russet markings, to burn in a way to
give them an indefinable attraction.

The man and the panther looked at one another
with a look ™*full of meaning ! the ccquatte quivered
when she felt lier friend stroke her head; hLer eyes
flashed like lightning—thsn she shut them tightly.

““She has a soul,” he said lookinz at the stiliness
of this queen of the sands, golden like them, white like
them, solitary and burning like them,

““Well,” she said, ‘‘I have read your plea in favor
of beasts; but how did two s> well adapted to under-
staad each other end?”

““Ah, well! you see, they ended as all great passions
do end —by a misunderstanding. For some 1eason one
suspects the other of treason; they don’t come to an ex-
planation * through pride,® and quarrel and part from
sheer obstinacy.”

“‘Yet sometimes at the best moments a single word
or a look is enough—but anyhow go on with your story.”

“It’s horribly difficult, but you will understand,

£. full of meaning, Wk§ 28 kiEE.
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after what the old villaiu told me * over Ais chainfacre !

““He said—'I don’t know if I Lurt her, bu' she
turned round, an if enraged, and with lLier sharp teeth
caught hold of my leg-—gently, I dar:s'y; but I,
thinking she would devour me, plunged my dagger into
her throat She rclled over, giving a cry that froze my
heart; and I saw her dying, still looking at me without
anger. I ¥ wou'd have given all the world — my cross cven,
which I had not got then—7#0? have brought her to I'fe
zgain, It was as though T had murdered a real person;
and the soldiers who had seen my flag, and were come
to my assistance, found me in tears.’

““ ‘Well, sir,” he said, after a moment of silence,
‘sisice then I have been in war in Germany, in Spain, in
Russia, in France; I've certainly * carried my carcass
about’ a good deal, but never have I seen anything like
the desert. Ah! yes, it is very beautiful !’

** ‘What did you feel there?’ T asked him.

** 'Onh! that can't be desctibed, young man. Besides,
I am not always regrelting my palm trees and my panther.
I should have to be very melancholy for that. Tu the

desert, you see, there is everything, and nothing,’

1. over his champagne, EZHEELITNEK. A m
over dinner %, Fl3:R ik,
2. would have give all the world to......, FHiiE—
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. carry one's carcass about, DY MBI Hio
3
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i ‘YCS. but expluin Bl
| 1

Well,” he said, with an impatient gesture,

God without mankind.” *?
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TWO OFF THEM

BY

JAMES M, BARRIE
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TWO OF THEM

She is a very pretty girl, though that *counts for
nothing ' with either of us, and her frogk is yellow and
brown, with pins here and there. Some of thiese pins are
nearly a foot long, and when they are not in use she keeps
them in lier Lat, through which she stabs them far down
into her brain. This makes me shudder; but, so is she
counstructed that it does not secem to hurt, and in that
human pin-cushion the daggers remain until it is time
for her to put on her jacket again. Ier size is six-and-
a-quarter, and she can aiso get into sixes.

She comes here occasionally (always looking as if
she had been born afresh that morning) to sit in the big
chair and discuss what sort of girl she is, with other
* matlers of moment.?  When she suddenly flings herself
forward—clasping her hands on her knee—and says
“Oh!” I know that she has remembered something
which *must out at once® ot endanger her healtli; and

whether it be ‘I don’t believe in anybody or anything—

OGS S =

1. count for mothing, RE/{], KOGT,
2. matter of moment=matter of importance, FWH
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*there ! or ““Why do we die so syon?” or ‘'I buy
checolate drops *by the half-pound,”? 1 am expected to
regard it, *for the time being ® as on: cf the biggest
things of the day. I allow her, but no other, to *mend
my firec;t and some of her most profound thoughts have
come to her with a jerk while holding the poker.
However, sh> is not always serious, for, though her
face is often so wis'ful that to be within a yard of it is
too close for safely, she sometimes jests gleefully,
clapping her hands; but I never laugh, rather continie
smoking hard; and this she (very properly) *puts down
t6° my lack of Lumoar. 'The reason we get on so well is
because I tr2at her exactly as if she wore a man, as
*per asreement® Qurs is a *}latonic friendship,” or, at
least, was. for she woant off half-an-hour ago *with ker
head in the atr.8

THE BARGAIN

After only oneg}y&in the mirror, she had spread
herself out in the big chair, which seems to me to put

its arms round her. Then this jumped out:

v. there! XM kil

2. by the half-pound, J4$##t.Xfn by the thousand,
DFile

3. for the time being, 1%,

4. mend the fire, N®AT, 8 ZM0E; Intiklo
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putdown to......=ascribe to....... SR B I vnie

per agreemeznt=by agrcement, ¥,

platenic friendship, $EssRy, RERHIK S AT
. with one’s head in the air, 5i§ (FaREREIEHD o

e W & W
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““And I had thought you so !rustworthy!” (She
always begiis in the middle.)

““What have I done?” I asked, though I knew.

“‘Yesterday,” she said; ‘‘when vou put me into that
cab. Oh, you didn’t do it, but you tried to.”

Do what?”

She screwed her mouth, whereupon I smoked hard,
lest I should attempt to do it again. But shz would
liave an answer.

““Men are all alike,” she =aid, indignantly.

‘“And you actually think,” 1 *broke out,! Litterly,
“‘that if I did meditate such an act (for one brief
moment), I was *yie/ding {0 the wretched impulses to
which othe: men *give way!®  Miss Gunnings, do you
know me no better than that?”

"I don’t see what you mean,” she replied. (Her
directness is sometimes a liitle annoyinz.)

I wagged iy head mournfully, and thete ensued a
pause, for I did not quite know what I meant mvself.

‘“What do you mean?”’ she asked, more gently, my
face showing her that I was deeply hurt—not angry,
but hurt.

I laid my pipe on the mnantelpiece, and spenking

1. Ereak out=exclaim, %,
3. yield to...... s Feeen Z K,
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3. give way, JIHEHEL
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very sadly, proved to her that I had nothing*in common
wilhD other young men, though I forget now how I ptov-
el it. If I seemed to act as they did my motives were
quite different, and therefore I should be judged from
another standpoint. Also I lookel upon her as a child,
while I felt very old. (There are six years between us.)

“And now,” said I, with emotion, ‘‘as you still
think that I tried to—to do it from the wretched, ordinary
motive (namely, because I wanted to) I suppose you
and T must part. I have explained the affair to you
because it is painful to me to be misunderstood. Good-
by, I shall clways think of you with sincere regard.”

Despite an apparent effort to control it, my voice
broke. Then she gave way. She put her hand into
mine, and with tears in her eyes, asked me tc forgive
her, which I did.

This little incident it was that showed her how
different 1 am from other men, and led to the *drawing
up' of our platonic agreement, which we signed, *so fo
spe1k,!7 that afternoon over the poker. I promised to b2
to her such a friend as 1 am to Mr. Thomson; I even
undertook, if necessary, to scold her though she cried

(as she hinted she should probakly do), and she was to

I. in commeon with ....., B, . o
2. draw up, T3 C0dTZ0EY, T 302,
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3. So to speak, HJ}ifo
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se2 that it was */or her geod,! iust as Thimson s2es it

when I scold him.
A NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE

‘I sha'l have to call you ‘Mary,’

‘I don’t see that.”

““Yes, it is customary among real friends. 7They
expect it of eacli other,” '

I was not looking her in the face, ¢o cannot tell
*how shz took this® at first. However, after she had eaten
a chocolate drop in silence, she said:

“But you don’t call Mr. Thomson by his Christian
name?”’

“Certainly I do.”

“*And he would feel sligted if you did not?”

*‘He would be extremely pained.”

“What is his Christian name?”

“Thomson’s Christian name? Oh, hLis Christian
name, Thomson’s Christian name is—ah—Harry”

 “‘But T thought his initials were J. T.? Those are

the initials on that umbrella you never returned to
him '

“Is that so? Then my suspicions were correct,

the umbrella is not kis own. How like him?”

1. for one’s good, BXEALFo
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2. how shne took this, affiHuh)q i ;3 88 MAEFT R T
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“‘I had an idea that you merely called him Thom-
son?”’

““Before other peop'e only. Men friends address
each other in one way *im company ! but in quite
another way when they are alone.”

““Oh, well, if it is customary.”

““If it were not I would nbt propose such a thing ’,

Another chocolate drop, and then,

‘‘Mary, dear—"’

“Dear !

““That is what I said.”

“I don’t think it worthy of you. It is taking two
chccolate drops when I onty said you could have one.”

‘‘Well, when I get my Land into the bag I aimit—
I—I mean Thomson would have not been so niggardly.”

“I am certain you don’t call him ‘Harry, dear.’ ”

““Not, rerhaps, *as a rule,® but *at times’ man
friends are more *demonsérative! than you think them.

For instance, if Thom—1I mean Harry—was ill—"’

““But I am quite well.”

“‘Still, *with all this influsnza about 5

I. in company, XFEE—L,
2. as a rule, W ; —A%ifi&
3. at times=sometimes; now and then.
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4. demonstrave, FiiEiHS,

5. with all this influenza about love.
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HIIR BACK

She had put her jacket on the table, her chocolate
drops on the mantelpiece, Ler gloves cn the couch.
Indeed, the room was full of Ler, and I was holding her
scarf, just as 1 hold Thomson’s.

“‘I walked down Regent Street behind you yester-
day,” I said, sternly, ‘‘and your back told me that you
were vain."”

‘T *am not vain of 1 my personal appearance, at
any rate.”

‘““How could you be?”

She looked at me sharply, but my face was *withou?
expression,? and she sighed. She remembered that I
had no humor.

““Whatever my faults are, and they are many,
vanity is not one of them.”

“When I said you had a bad temper you made the
same 1emark about it. Also when—"

‘“That was last week, stupid! But, of course, if
you think me ugly—"’

“‘I did not say that.”

*“Yes, you did.”

“But if you think nothing of your personal appe-

arance, why blame me if I agree with you?”’

1. to be vain of...... o Blsees Mo
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2. without expression, fREhfE,
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She rose haughtily.

"'Sit down.”

‘I won't. Give me my scarf.” Her eyes were
flasbing. She has all sorts of eyes.

“If you really want to know what I think of your
personal appz2arance—-"

“Idon't”

I resumed my pipe.

““Well?’’ she said.

“Well?”

““Oh, 1 thought you were going to say something,”’

“‘Only that your back pleased me *in ceriain other
vespects.””7

She let the chair take her back into its embrace.

“Mary, dear!”’

It is a fact that she was cryig. After I had made a
remark or two:

“I @m so glad you think me pretty,” she said,
frankly, ‘‘for though I don’t think so myself, I like
other people to think it, and somehow I t}ouzht you
considered me plain. My nose is all wrong, isn’t it?”’

“Let me see”

““So you admit you were entirely mistaken in

calling me vain?”’

I. in certain other respects, #AILMEHHEo
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*“You have proved that I was.’
However, after che had drawa the daggers out of

her head and put them into the scarf (or whatever pard
of a lady’s dress it is that is worked with daggers’,
and when the dcor had closed on ker, she opened it and
burriedly */ived these shots! at me:

*“Yes, I am horridly vain—I do my hair every night
before I go to bed—TI was sure you admired me the very
first time we met =1 know I have a preity nose—good-
afternoon.”’

HER SELFISHNESS

She was making spills for me, because those
Thomson made for me had *run down.?

“Mary.”’

“Well?”

‘“‘Mary, dear!”

““I am listening.”’

*"That is all.”
“You *have such a curious, wasteful habit® of saying
one’s name as if it was a remark by itself.”

“Yes, Thomson has noticed that also. However, 1

think I meant to add that *i ¢s very good of you {fot

e e e

1. fired these shots, (LIERTEEEDNEE) o
2. run down, 45#,

3. have a habit of...... , TBE.evvo
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make those spills. I wonder if you would do something
else for me?’’

““As a frien 12’

““Ves. I want you to fill my pipe, «nd ram down
tlie tobacco with your little finger.”’

““You and Mr. Thomson do that, {for each other?”’

“‘Often,”’

“'Very well ; give it me. ‘This way?”’

‘It smokes beautifully. You are a dear, good girl."’

She *let the poker fall.l
7 ““Oh, I'm not,’”’ she wailed. "‘I am not really
kindhearted ; it is all selfishness.”

This came out with a rush, but I am *used f0? her,
and kept my pipe in.

““Even my charities are only a hideous kind of
selfishness,”’ she continued, with clasped hands. ‘‘The-
re is that poor man who sells match-boxes at the corner
of this street, for instance. I sometimes give him twopen-
ce,” (She carries an enormcus purse, but there is
never more than {wopence in it.)

““That is surely not selfish,” I said.

““It is.” said she, seizing the poker as if intending

to *do for herself3 that instant. ‘I never give him

-

1. let......fall & let fall...... , BE...... Bro
2. used to=accustomed to, %A,
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anything simply because I sez he needs it, but only
occasionally when I feelliappier than usuzl. [ am only
thinking of my own happiness when I give t lhiw.
TLhat is the personification of selfishness.”

“Mary | .

“Well, if that isn’t, ¢his is. I only give him
something when I am pa: sing him, at any rate. I never
dream of crossing the street *c1 prvfosel to do it. Oh,
*I should need tn be lerrifically hatpy befor: I wou'd?
bother crossing to give him anything. ‘There! what do
you think of me now?”’

““You gave him something on Monday when I was
with you?”

“Yes.”

““Then you were happy at that time?”

“‘“What has that ot to do with it?”

‘‘A great deal.”

I rose.

‘“Mary, dear—-""

*“No!®> Go and sit over there.”

STAGGERFRS

Th2 subjects we hav2 discu sed over tie poker!

For ins ance:

I- on purpose, #¥¥%o
2. R <hould need to be.....before [ would...... , b
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The rapidity vith wiica we grow o'd.

¥What o earth’ Mr. Meredith means by caying
that weman will be the last thing civilized by man?

Thomson.

What will it all matter a hundred years hence?

Hcw strangely unlike other people we two are !

The nicest name for a wdman. (Mary.)

The mystery of Being and not Being.

Why does Mary exist?

Does Mary exist?

She had come in, loo%ing very doleful, and the
reason was, that the more she thought it over, the less
could she se: why she existed. This cane cf reading a
work entitled ‘“Why Do We Exist?’’ - a kiud of book
that ought not to be published, for it only makes people
unhappy. Mary stared at the problem with wide, vexed
cyes until I compelled her to wink by putting another
in front of it, namely, “Do You Exist?” In her
ignorance she tbought there was no doubt of this, but I
lent her a *"'Bishop Berkeley,””? and since then she has
*taken t0® pinching Lerself *on the sly,d just to make

sure that she is still there.

1. what on earth, on earth MWFALLHTM, HEE
AL

2. Bishop Berkeley, 3EE#ES%R, MIZGMH T HEZ ML
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3. to take to=to be used to, 7R,
4. on (or by) the sly, Wi,
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HER SCARY

So far T had not (cs will have been noticed) by a
word or lock or sign hroken the agre:ment which
*rendered our platonic fiiendship fossiblel I had not
even called her darling, ard this becausz, having reflected
a good deal on the subject, I cou'd not persuade myself
that this was cne of my ways of addressing Thomson. And
1 would have continued the same treatment had it not been
for her scarf, which has proved *beyond all bearing.? That
scarf is entirely responsihble for what happened to lay.

It is a stripe of fadzd teria-cotta, and she ties it
round her moutia before going out into the fog. Her
face is then sufficiently iriitating, but I cculd endure it
by looking another way, did she not recklessly make
farewell remarks through the scarf, which is very thin.
Then her mouth— in short, I can’t *pu! up wilh® this.

I had warned her repeatedly. But she was like a
mad girl, or, perhaps, she did not understand my
meaning,

“Don’t cotite near me with that thing round your
mouth,” I have told Ler a dozen times. I have refused

firmly to tie it for her. I have put the table between ma

42. render,..... possible =make...... possib’e, {ii gk,

43. beyond all bearing=absolutely unbearable.
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and it, and she asked why (thorugh tlie sciri). She
was quite mad.

And today, when I was feeling rather strange at
aay rale! Tt al! occurred in a moment,

“Don’t atlempt to speak with that scarf round
you,” I had siid, and said it with my back to her.

“You think I can’t, because it is too tight?” she
ashed.

““Go away,’’ I said.

She turned me round.

““Why,”” she said, wonderingly, '‘it is qui'e loosa.
I believe I could whistle through it.”’

She dil whistle through it. *Tha! finisied our
platonic friendship !

FIVE MINUTES AFTERWARD

I spoke wildly, fiercely, exuliingly; and she, all the
time, was trying to put on her jacket, and cou!d not
find the sleeve.

“It was your own fault; but T am glad. I warned
you. Cry away. 1 like to see you crying.’”’

I hate you!”

“No, you don’t.”

“A friend—"

““Friend! Pcoh! Bah! Pshaw!”

. BT kiss #liTo
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“Mr. - ‘Thowsofi—*

“Thomson! ‘I'ut! Thomson! His Christian natue
isn’t Harry. I don’t know what it is. I den’i carel”
"“You said—""

“It was a lie. Don’t screw your mouth in that
way.”’

“T will if T like.”

“I warn you!”’

I den’t care. *Oh! Oh):1

“I warned ycu.”

“Now I *know you in your !rtte col ors’*®

““You do, and I *glory in it.> Platonic frieniship—
fudge! I quarrelled with you that time to be able to
hold your handis when we *made ¢ up?! Vhen you
thought I was reading your character I——Don't—
screw—your—mouth!”’

““Give me my scarf.”

“I lent you Berkeley so that I could take hold of
you by the shou'ders *on the prefence that® 1 was finding
out whether you existed.”

“Gocd-by ferever!”

*“All the time we were discussing the mystery of

FPeing I wss thinking how much T should like to put my

1. 007 kiss  THLPFEAEE COh! Ch!v
2. to know one in on2's iruz colors. 4n3tAk1i 1o
3. glory in...... 5 Bl TS
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hands beneath your chin and flick it,”

““If you ever dare to speak to me again—""

“Don’t—screw—your —mouth. And I wou'd ra-
ther put my fingers through your hair tha: write the
grealest poem in—-""

She was gone, leaving the scarf beh'nd her.

My heart sank, I ¥lung open’ my window (six
hansoms came immediately), and I *¢ould have® jumped
after her. But I did not, What I saw had a remarkable
effect on my spirits. I saw lher cross th2 street on
purpose to give twopence to the old man who sells the
matches.

Ali’s well with the wo:ld. As soon as I can lay
down the scarf I am going west to the housz where
Mary, dear, lives.

1. fling open (door or window), ZERHENI(MEET) o
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THE TELL-TALE HEART

BY

EDGAR ALLAN POE
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THE TELL-TALI TIEART.

TRUE |—nervous—vere, very dreadfully nervous I
liad been and am ; but why @w#/! ycu say that I am mad?
The disease had sharpened my senses—nct destroyed—
not dulled them. Above all was the sense of hearing
acute. I heard all thinzs in the heaven and in the earth. I
heard many things in hell. How, then, am I mad?
Hearken! and observe how healthily—how calmly I
can {ell you the whole story.

It is impossiblz to say how first the idea entered my
brain; but once conceived, it haunted me day and night.
*Object ihere was mone.l "Fassion there was none.—I
loved the old man. He had never wronged me. He
had never given me insult. *For his gold I had no
desive.? I think it was his eye! yes, it was this! Oune
of Lis eyes resembled that of a *vullure3—a pale blue
eye, with a film over it, Whenever it fell upon me, my

bicol ran cold; and so by degrees—very gradually—I

I. cbject there was none=there was no object,
BEARBA N
2. for his gold I had no desire, 2857, 1 had
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3. vulture, JL—FESRMT mb_mmg,r%,mzmﬁm
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1
.

made up my mind to *ake the life of
thus *#{d myself of ? the eye for ever.
Now this is */ke point.3 You fancy me mad. Mad-

men know wuothing. But you sliould have seen #e.

the old man, and

You should have seen how wisely I proceed—with what
caution—with what foresight— with what dissimulalion
I went to work! I was never kinder to thke old man
than during the who'e week before I killel him. And
every night, about micnight, T turned the latch cf his
door and opened it—oh, so gently! Aud then, when 1
had made an opening sufficient for my bLezd, I put in a
dark lantern, all closed, closed, so that no light shone
out, and then I thrust in my head,. Oh, you would have
laughed to see how eunningly I thrust it in! I moved
it slowly—very, very slowly, so that I might not disturb
the old man’s sleep. It */00k me an hourt to place my
whole head within the opening so far that I could see
him as he lay upon his bed. Ha'!—would a madman
have been so wise as this? And then, when my head
was well in the room, I undid the lantern cauiiously—
oh, so cautiously—cautiously (for th2 Linges creaked) —
I undid it just so much that a single thin ray fell upon

the vulture eye. And this I did for scven long nights—

1. take the life of...... , B Zfro
2. rid oneself of......, i FICBEL......0
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3. the point, ZiW,
4. take me an hour, TI—/IFAIT k.

- 219 —



every night just at midnight—l')ul I found fhe eye always
closed; and so it was impossible tp do the work; for it
was not the old man who vexed me, but his Evil Eya.
And every morning, when *the day broke,! 1 went boldly
into the chamber, and spoke courageously to him, calling
him by name in a hearty tone, and inquiring how he
had passed the night. So you see he would Lave teen
a very profound old man, indeed, to suspect that every
night, just at twelve, I looked in upon him while he
slept.

Upon the ecighth night I was more than usually
cautious in cpening the door. A watch’s minute hand
moves more quickly than did mine, Never before that
night had I felf the extent of my own powers—of my
sagacity. I could scarcely contain my feelings of tri-
umph. To think that there 1 was, opening the door,
little by little, and he not even to dream of my secret
deeds or thoughts, I fairly chuckled at the idea; and
perbaps he heard me; for he moved on the bed suddenly,
as if star(led. Now you may think that I *drew back? —
but no. His room was as black as pitcli with the thick
datkness, (for the shutters were close fastened, through
fear of robbers,) anl so I knew that he could not
see the opening of the door, =nd I kept pushing it on

1. the day broke, X,
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sTeaulily, steadily.

I Lad n.v hecd in, zn<d was about to open th- lantern,
when my thumb slippel upon the tin fas'ening, and
the old man *spring up! in the bed, crying out—'‘Who's
there?”’

I kept quite still and said nothing. For a who'e
hour I *did not move @ muscle ? and in the meantime I
did nct hear him li= down. He was still sitting up in
the bed list:ning ;—just as I have done, night after night,
hearkeninzy (o the *dcath walckes® in the wall.

Presenhy I heard a slightg;_ggp, and I knew it was
the grcan of mortal terror. It was not a groan of pain
cr of grief—ch, no!--it was thz low stifled sound that
arises from tle lto'tom of the soul when overclargel
with awe. I knew the sound well. Many a night, just
at midnight, when 2ll the world slept, it hes wl}/eg up
from my own bosom, ceepening, with its dreadful echo,
the terrcrs that distracted me. I say I knew it well. I
knew what the old man felt, and piti=d him, although I
chucklel at hea:t. I knew that ke had been lying awake
ever since the first slight noise, when he had turned in
the bed. His fears hal been zver s'nce growing upon

Lim, He had bcen trying to fancy them causzless, but

I. spring up, ZYRAE,
2. did not move a muscle, B{%EnE,
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could not. He had heen saying to himsef— “‘Tt is
*nothing bu' the wind in the chimney—it is ouly a

mouse crossing the floor,” or “'it is merely a.crickét

which has made a single chirp.” VYes, he has been
trying to comfort himseli with thes2 suppositions; but
he had found all in vain. Al in vain; bacause Death,
in approaching him, had stalked with his black shadow
before him, and enveloped the victim. And it was the
mournful influenrice of the unperceived shadow that caused
him to feel —although lie neither saw nor heard~to feel
the presence of my head within the room.

When I had waited a long time, very patiently,
without hearing Lim lie down, I resolved to open a little
—a very, very little crevice m'tHe lantern. So I opened
it—you canncot imagine how stealthily, <tealthily-—until,
at length, a single dim ray, like the thread of the spider,
shot from out the crevice and full upon the vulture eye,

It was open—wide, wide open—and I grew furious
as I gazed upon it. I saw it with perfect distinctnes{s}—
all a dull blue, with a hideous weil over it that *chilled
the very marrow in my bones;2 but I could see nothing
else of the old man’s face or person: for I had directed

the ray as if by instinct, percisely upon the damned spot.

1. nothing but ..... PR || o
3. chilled the very marrow of ome’'s benes, &G
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And now have I not told you that what you mistake
for madness is but over- acuteness of the senses?--now,
[ say, there came to my ears a lcw, dull, quick s»ound,
sich as a watch makes when envelopad in cotton. I
kn-.w fhat scund well too. It was the beating of the old
man’s licart, It increased my fury, as the beating of a
drum *stimulates the so'dier iuto courage.’

But evin yet I rcfrained and kept still. I scarcely
breathed. I Leld ihe lantern motionless. I tried how
steadily I cou'd maintain tke 1ay upon the eye. Mean-
time the hellish tattoo of the heart incieased. It grew
quicker and quicker, and louder and louder every instant.
The old man's terror must have been extreme! It gtew
Ihuder, T say, l;uder every moment!—do you matk me
well? I have to!d you that I am nervous; s> I am.
And now at the *dead hour of the might? amid tke
dreadful silence of that cld house, so strange a noise as
this excited me to uncentrollanieterror. Yet, for some
minutes longer I 1efrained and stcod still. But the
beating grew louder, louder! I thought the heart must
burst. And now a new anxiety seized me—the sound
wzuld be Leard by a neighbour! *The old man’s hour 8

hadl come! With a loud yell, I thirew oren the lantern

= + —— e — e me—

1. stimu ate...... into courage, kiE...... M3 R o
2. dead hour of the night=dead of night, uui& /MM
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3. the old man’s hour=the old man’s end.
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and leaped into the rcomn. He shrieked once-once
only. In an instant I dragged him to the floor, and
pulled tite Leavy bed over him. 1 then smiled gaily, to
find the deed so far done, But, for many minutes, the
heart bezat on with a muffled sound. ‘This, hcwever,
¢id not vex me; it wculd nct be heard through the wall.
At length it ceased. The old man was dead. I removed
tlie bed 2nd examined tle corpse. Yes, he was stone,
¥stone dead.l T placed my hand upon the heart and
held it there many minutes. There was no piilsation.
He was stone cdead. His eye wou!d trouble me no
more,

If still you think me mad, you will think so no
longer when I describe the wise precautions I toqk for
the concealment of the tody. The night waned, and I
worked hastily, but in silence. First of all I dismem-
bered the corpse. I cut off the head and the arms and
the legs. '

I then took up three planks from the flooring of the
chamber, and deposited all tetween the scantlings. I
then replaced the boatds so cleverly, so cunningly, that
no human eye—not even /2is—could have detected any
thing wrong. There was nothing to wash out—uno stain

cf any kind—no blood-spot whatever. I had been too

I. ston: dead=quite dead.
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w for that, A tub lad caught aill--La! ha!

When I had *made an end of 1 the:e labours, it was
four o’clock——still dark as midnight, As the bzl sounded
the hour, there came a knocking at the strezt door. T
went down to oden it *with a light heart,®—for what
Lad I mow to fear? ‘There entered three men, who in-
{roduced themselves, with perfect suavity, as officers of
the police. A shriek had le=n Leard by a neighbour
during the night; suspicion of *foul play? had bzen
croused; information had been lodgel at the police office,
and they (the officers) had been deputed to search the
pramises.

I smiled,—for @wha! had I to feua? I bade the
gentlemen welcome, The shriek, I said, was my own
in a dream. The old man, I mentisnad, was absent in
the country. I took my visitors all over the hous2. T
bade them search—search @cll, 1 led them, a! length,
t> s chamber. T showed them his treasures, secure,
undisturbed. In the enthusiasm of my confidence, I
brought clairs into the room, and desired them Aere to
rest from their fatigues, while I myself, in th: *wild
ardacityt of my perfect triumph, placed my cwn seat

upHn the very spot beneath which reposed the ccrpse of

1. make an end of, %%k,
2. with a light heart=Ilight-heartedly, . thZER,
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3. wild audecity, BERM,
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the victim.

The cilicers were satisfed. My #sanncy had con-
vinced them. I was singulcr'y *af cace.!  They sat,
and while I answered cheerily, they chatied familiar
things. But, cre long, I felt myself getting pale and
wished them gone. My head ached, and I fancied a
tingi g in my ears: but still they sat and still chatted.
The ringirg became more distinct :—it continued and
became mcre distinct: I talked more freely to get rid of
the feeling; but it continued and gained definitiveness—=
until, at length, I found that the noise was %0 within
my ears.

No doubt I now grew very pale;--but I talked more
fently, and with a heightened voice. Yet the sound
increased—and what could I do? It was @ low, dull,
quick sound—much such a sound as a watch makes when
enveloped tn cotfen. 1 gasped for breath—and yet the
officers Leard it not. I talked more quickly—more
vehemently; but the noise steadily increased. I arose
and argued about trifles, *in a high key®> and with
violent gesticulations, but the noise steadily increased.
Why would they not be gone? I paced the flocr to
and fro with keavy strides, as if excited to fury by

th> observation of the men—but the noise steadily

I. at ease, L\7EETo
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izcreased. Oh G.d! what cowid T do? 1 fo med—I
ravid—I swerz! I swunz the chair upon which I had
bren gitting, and grated it upon the boords, but the
noise arcse over a!l and continually increased. It grew
louder—'ouder—/cuder!  And still the men chatted ple-
as ntly, and smiled. Was it pessible they heard not?
Almighty Ged!—no, ro! They Leard—tley suspected !
—they Anewl—they were *makine a mockery of 1 my
hi~rrer!—this I thought, and this I think. But any
thing was better than this agony ¥'§y Any thing was more
t>'erable than this derision! I could bear those hy-
pocritical smiles no longer! I felt that T must scréam
¢r diel —and now — again! —hark! louder! lcuder!
loudert—

“Villains!” I shrieked, ‘'dissembls no more! I
admit the deed |—tear up the planks!—here, here |—¥if

is the beating of kis hidcous heart 12

. make a mockery of.. ..., ... BlI%e
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THE AMBITIOUS GUEST

BY

NATHANIEL, HAWTHORNE

5 ou %

= 237 =



THE AMBITIOUS GUEST

OnEe September night a family had gathered round
their hearth ani piled i#t high with the driftwood of
mountain streams, the dry cones of the pine, and the
splintered ruins of great trees, that had come crashing
down the p:ecipice. Up the chimney roared the fire,
and brightened the room with its brozd blaze. The faces
of the father and motler hal a suber gladness; the
children laughed. The eldest daug'ter *was the {mage
of! Happiness at sevenieen, and the aged grandmother,
who sat knit!ing in the warmest place, was the image
of Happiness grown old, They had found the ‘'herb
heart’s-ease’ in the bleakest spot of all New England.
This family were siiuated in the Notch of the White
Hills, where the wind was sharp throughout the year
and pitilessly cold in the winter, giving their cottage
all its fresh inclemency before it descended on the valley
of the Saco. They dwelt in a cold spot and a dangerous
one, for a mountain towered above their Leads so steep
that the stones would often rumble down its sides and
startle them at midnight.

I. to be the image of......, B.....2 %%
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The dauguter had just utterei some simple jest
that *filled them all with' mirth, when the wind came
through the Notch and seemed to pause before their
cottage, rattling the dcor with a sound of wailing and
lamentaticn before it passed into valley. *IFor @ moment®
it saddened them, though there was nothing unusual in
the tones. But the family wexe glad again when th y
perceived that the laich was lifted by some traveler
whose footsteps bad been unheard amid the dreary blast
which herdlded his approach and wailed as he was
entering, and went moaning away from the dcor.

Though they dwelt in such a solitude, these people
*held daily converse with? the world. The romantic pass
cf the Notch is a great artery through which the life-
blood of internal commerce is contiually throbbing be-
tween Maine on one side and the Green Mountains and
shores of the St. Lawrence on the other. The stage
ccach always *drew up* before the door of the cottage.
The wayfarer with no companion but his staff paused
here to exchange a word, that thie sense of loneliness
might nct utterly overcome him ere Le coull pass
through the cleft of the mountain or reach the first house

in the valley. And Lere the teamster cn his way to

1. fili cne with...... y ZFEEI T veeenn 5
2. for a moment, ik,
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4. draw up, fFk,
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Portland market would *puf up' for the night, and, if a
bachelor, might sit an hour beyond the usual bedtime
and steal a kiss from the mountain maid *af p rfing.?
It was one of those primitive taverns where the traveler
pays only for food and lodging, but meets with a homely
kindness beycnd all price. When the footsteps were
heard, therefore, between the outer door and the inner
one, the whole family rose up, grandmother, children
and all, as if about to welcome some one who belonged
to them, and whaose fate was linked with theirs.

The door was opened by a young man. His frga
at first wore the melancholy expression, almost despan-
dency, of one who travels a wild and bleak road at
nightfall and alone, but soon *brightened up® when he
saw the kindly warmth of his reception. He felt his
heait spring forward to meet them all, from the old woman
who wiped the chair with her apron to the little child that
held out its aims to him. One glance and smile *placed
the stranger on a fooling of innocent familiarity with4 the
eldest daughter.

‘““Ah! this fire is the right thing,” cried he, ‘‘especi-

ally when there is such a pleasant circle round it. I

Ie pUt up, %‘?EO
2. at parting, B,
3. brightened up, 2¥fi,
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am quite benumbed, for the Notch is just like the pipe
of a great pair of bellows; it has blown a terrible blast
in my face all the way from Barslett.”

‘““Then you are going toward Vermont?” said the
master of the house as he helred to {ake a light knapsack
off the young man’s shoulders.

*'Yes, to Burlington, and far encugh beyond,” re-
plied he. ‘I meant to have been at Ethan Crawford’s
tonight, but a pedesirian */ingers! along such a road as
this. Itis no matter; for when I saw this good fire and
all your cheerful faces, I felt as if you had kindlzad it on
turpose for me and were waiting my arrival. £o I shall
sit down among you and *make myself at home,*’?

The frank-hearted str.nger had just drawn his chair
to the fire when something like a heavy footstep was
heard without, rushing down the steep side of the moun-
tain as with long and rapid strides, and taking such a
leap in passing the cottage as to strike the opposite
precipice. The family held their breath, because they
knew the sound, and their guest held his *by instinct.?

““The old mountain Las thrown a stone at us *for
feart wa should forget him,”’ said the landloid, recover-

ing himself. ‘‘He sometimes nods his Lead and thre-

1. linger, ER®;ERR
2. make oneself at home, &%
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atens to come down, but we are c¢ld neighbors, and
agree {ogether pretty well *upon the wholel Besides,
we have a sure place of refuge *tard by? if he should te
coming ¥in good earnest.’’d

Let us now suppose the stranger to have finished
his supper of bear’s meat, and by his natural felicity of
manner to have placed himself on a fooiing of kindness
with the whole family; so that they talked as {reely
together as if he belonged to their mountain brood. He
was of a proud yet gentle spirit, haughty and reservad
among *the vich and great * but ever ready to stoop his
Lead to the lowly cottage door and be like a brother or
a son at the poor man’s fireside. In the household of
the Notch he found warmth and simplicity of feeling,
the pervading intelligence of New England, and a poetry
of native growth which they had gathered when they
little thoughkt of it from the mountain-peaks and
chasms, and at the very threshold cf their romantic
and dangerous abode, He had traveled far and alone;
his whole life, indeed, had been a solitary path, for,
with tbe lofty caution of his nature, Le had *kept himse!f

apart from® those who might otLerwise have been his

1. upon the whole, XKEIfitho
2. hard by 1Rifo
3. in (good) earnest, 5,
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companions. The family, too, though so kind and
hospitable, had that consciousness of unity among th2m-
selves and separation from *the world at larze' which in
every domestic circle should still keep a holy place
where no stranger may intrude. DBut this evening a
prophetic sympathy impelled the refined and educated
youth *f0 pour out his heart’ before the simpie moun-
taineers, and constrained them to answer him with the
same free confidence. And thus it should have been.
Is not the kindred of a common fate a closer tie than
that of birth?

The secret of the young man’s character was a high
and abstracted ambition, He could have borne to live
an uundistinguished life, but not to be forgotten in th>
grave. Yearniug desire had been transformed to hope,
and hope, iong cherished, had become like certainly
that, obscurely as he journeyed now, a glory was to
beam on all his pathway, though not, perhaps, while he
was treading it. But when posterity should gaze back
into the gloom of what was now the present, they would
trace the brightness of his footsteps, brightening as
meaner glories faded, and confess that a gifted one bad

passed from his cradle to his tomb with none to recognize
him,

1. the world at large, AL BNIAC
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“"As yet,” cried the stranger his cheek glowing and
his eye flashing with enthusiasm—"‘as yet I have done
nothing. Were I to vanish from the earth tomorrow
none would know so much of me as you—that a name-
less youth came up at nightfall from the valley of tlie
Saco, and *opencd kis heart! to you in the evening, and
passed through the Notch by sunrise, and was seen no
more. Not a soul would ask, ‘Who was he? Whither
did the wanZerer go?’ But I cannot die till T have
achieved my destiny. Then let Death come; I shall
have built my monument.”

There was a continual flow of natural emotion
gushing forth amid abstracted reverie which enabled the
family to understand this young man’s sentiments,
though so *forefgn from® their own. With quick sen-
sibility of the ludicrous, he blushed at the ardor into
which he had been betrayed.
 "You laugh at me,”” said he, taking the eldest
daughter’s hand and laughing himself. ‘‘You think my
ambition as nonsensical as if I were to freeze myself to
death on the top of Mount Washington only that people
might spy at me from tbe country round-about. And
truly that would be a noble pedestal for a man’s statue,

1. opened one’'s heart, [k,
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"It is better to sit hiere by this fire,”” answer.d the
girl, blushing, ‘‘and be comfortahle and conteited,
though nobody thinks about us.”

“I suppose,” said her father, afier a {t of musing,
“‘there is something natural in what the young man says;
and if my mind had been turned that way, I might have
felt just the same. It is strange, wife, how his talk has
set my head running on things that are pretty certain
never to *come (o pass.1

“‘Perhaps they may.’”’ observed the wife. ‘‘Is the
man thinking what he will do when he is 2 widower?”’

““No, no!” cried he, repziling the idea with *re-
proachful kindness.? *'When I think of your death,
Esther, I think of mire, too. But I was wishing we
had a good farm in Bartlett or Bethlehem or Littleton,
or some other township round the White Mountains,
but not where they could tumble oa our heads. X
should waat to *stand we!l with® my neighbors and be
called squire and sa2nt to General Court for a term or
two; for a plain, honest man may d» as much good the:e
as a lawyer. And when I should be grown quite an old
mau, and you an old woman, so as not to be long
apart, I might die happy enough in my bed, and leave

I. come to pass=happcn, I8,
2. reproachiul kindness, FIFth&¥MiIErko

- 252 -



S A A AR AT O RF OO, A S ALBRAL T
Moo 55, “RF EFRRARAY , 5 15 BREY , FEA0 R AL R ARSI
P L 3k,”

“RAD, U BT T~ B, S b R
BT HIAT IR % RO G £ T, R bF IR
FIRER RS, 33 WA B, JE0F , /5 MM R R0 TRIG T2
ABE)RE ST, BB TR AR,

TR, MR, LR AR e AR
FE T 35 T-HARE R T SR OE

R IL O TR LA S T 2
1B 40, JORE, “IRIEH, Te— B RME , bARIEE)
TRIFE o FSBIRM ¥ S 9 TRV AT — M hp I, 7R
#, REMERTE, SEAEEYK, KEONEE- B
BURRS L, ORIEE b L R IR A LT BV TR ko
MRS, TRARAD S & MAMRTEST, NRBR B2 2R
I O T M — R BRI L DA —MRSE A, RN
1T B AL — AR R — R0y, T LME R 2 0o S
AR T — B LRI 8 T —E R, 7 A4 8
A3 > FE I TRAE T LAPe e T A Tk 788, A

3. stand well with......, fl......5l§Fo

— 253 =«



you all erying ar.und me. A slate gravestone would *su/?
me! as well as a marble one, with just my name and age,
and a verse of a hymn, and somcthing to let people know
that I livel an honest man and died a Christian.”

“‘There, now!” exclaimed the stranger; ‘‘it is our
nature to desire a monument, te it slate or marble, or a
pillar of granite, or a glorious memory in the universal
heart of man.”

““We’re in a strange way tonight,” said the wife,
with tears in her eyes. ‘"They say it’s a sign of some-
thing when folks’ minds *go a-wandering? so. Hark to
the children!”

They lictened accordingly. ‘The yonnger children
had been put to bed in another room, but with an cpen
door belween ; so that they could be heard talking busily
among themselves. Omne and all seemed to have *caught
the Infection® from the fireside circle, and were outvying
each cther in wild wishes And chiidish projec's of what
they would do when they came to be men and women.
At length a little boy, instead of addressing his brothers
and sisters, called out to his mother:

“'I'll ‘ell you what I wish, mother,” cried he: ‘I

want you and father and grandma’m, and all of us, and

1. suit me, ARWE,
2. go a-wandering=go astray, @},
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tke stranger, too, to start right away and go and take a
drink out of the basin of the Flume,"

Nobody could help laughing at thz child’s noticn
of leaving a warm bed and dragging them from a che-

erful fire to visit the basin of the Flume—a brook which
| tumbles over the precipice deép within tke Notch.

The boy had hardly spoken, when a wagon rattled
along the road and stopped a moment before th> door.
It appeared to contain two or three men who were
cheering their hearts with the rough chorus of a song
which resounded *in broken mofes! between th= cliffs,
while the singers hesitated whether to continue their
joursey or put up here {or the night.

““Father,’’ said the girl, “‘they are *calling you by
name,’’?

But the good man doubted whether they had really
called him, and was unwilling to show himself too
*solicitous of gain® by inviting people to patronize his
house, He therefore did not hurry to the door, and,
the lash being soon applied, the travelers plunged into
the Notch, still singing and laughing, though their
music and mirth came back drearily from the heari of

the mountain.

1. in br:ken notes, EFHFBIH,.
2 cal! one by name, skiMIEAMAT N
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““There, mother]” ctied the boy again; ‘‘they'd
kave given us a ride (o the Flume."”

Again they laughed at the ch'la’s pertin.cious
fancy for a night ramble. But it happened that a light
cloud yassed over tle daughter’s spirit; she looked
gravely into the fire and drew a breath that was almcst
a sigh, It fo:ced its way, in spite cf a littie struggle to
repress it, ‘Then, starting and blushing, she looked
quickly arourd the circle, as if they had *caught a
glimpse into ker bosom.! “Jhe stranger asked what she
lal been thinking of.

“Nothing,’’ answered she, with downcast smile;
“on'y I felt lonesome just then”’,

““Ou, I have always had a gift of feeling what is in
cther people’s hearis,” said he, half seriously. ‘‘Shall
I tell the *secrefs® of yours? Fer I know what to think
when a young girl skivers by a warm hearth and compla-
ins of lonesomeness at ber mother’s side., Shall I *pu?
these fec'ings into words?’

*“They would not be a girl’s feelings any longer if
the; could be put into words,” replied the mountain

nymph, lavghing, but avoiding his eye.

1. catch a giimpse into her bosomy £ HMIAY G,
2. secrets, 3o
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All this was said apart, Perhaps a cerm of love
was springing in their learts so pure that it might
blossom ia Paradise, since it could not be matured on
earth; for women worship such gentle dignity as his,
and the proud, contemplative, yet kindly, soul is
oftenest captivated by simplicity like hers. But while
they spoke softly, and he was watching the happy
sadness, the lightsome shadows, the shy yearnings of a
maiden’s nature, the wind through the Notch took a
deeper and drzarier sound. It seemed, as the fanciful
stranger said, like the choral strain of the spirits of tl'e
blast who in old Indian times had their dwell'ng among
these mountains, and mecde *their heights and recesses' a
sacred region, 'There was a wail along the road as if a
{funeral were passing. To chase away the gloom, ths
family threw pine-branches on their fire till the dry
leaves crackled and the flame arose, *discovering® ouce
again a scene of peace and humble happiness. The
light hovered about them fondly and caressed tkem all,
There were the little faces of the children peeping {rom
their bed apart, and here {he father’s frame of strength,
the mother’s subdued and careful mien, the high-browed
youth, the budding girl, and the good old grandam still

knitting in the warmest place,

1. their heights and recesses, NWZFHRATER,
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The agel woman looked up from her task, and
with fingers ever busy was the next to sp2ak.

“‘0!d folks have their notions,” said she; “‘as well a3
young ones. You’ve been wishing and planning and
letting your heads run on one thing and another till
you’ve set my minl a-wandering tco. Now, what
should an old woman wish for when she can go but a
step or {wo before she comes to her grave? Children, it
will haunt me night and day till I te'l you.”

““What is i, mother?”” cried the husband and
wife, at once.

Then the old woman, with an air of mystery which
drew the circle closer round the fire, informed them taat
she had provided her grave-clothes some years before—
a nice linen shroud, a cap with a muslin ruff, anl
everything of a finer sort than she had worn since her
wedding day. Bat this evening an cld surerstition had

trangely recurred to her. It used to be said in her
younger days that if anything were *amiss with! j
corpse, if only the ruff were not smooth or the
cap did not set right, the corpse, in the coffin and
beneath the clods, would strive to put up its cold
ha'ds and arrange it. ‘1hz bare thought made Ler

f1e1veus.

I. amiss with, T2,
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*‘Doa’t talk so, grandmother,’® said the girl.
shuddering.

“Now,” continued the old woman with singular
earnestness, yet smiling strangely at her owna folly, ‘I
want one of you, my children, when your mother iS
diressed and in the coffin,—I want one of you to hold a
looking-glass over my face. *Who kuows but' 1 may
take a glimpse at myself, and see whether all’s right.”’

“Old and young, we dieam of graves and moau-
ments,” murmured the stranger youth. ‘‘I wonder how
mariners feel when the ship is sinking and they, unknown
and undistinguished, are to be buried together in the
ocean, that wide and nameless sepulchre?®’

For a moment the old woman’s ghastly conception
so engrossed the minds of her hearers that a sound
abroad in the night, rising like the roar of a blast, hail
grown broad, deep and terrible before the fated group
were conscious of it. The house ard a!l within it
trembled; the foundations of the earth seemed to te
shaken, as if this awful sound were the peal of the */ast
trump.? Young and old exchanged one wild glance
and 1emainel an instant pale, affrighted, without
utterance or power to move. Then the same shriek

burst simultaneously from all their lips:

I. why know but=probably.
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“The slide! The slide!™

The simplest words must *iunfimale,? byt not rortray,
the unutterable horror of the catastrophe. The victims
rushed from their cottage, and *sought re/uge in? what
they deemed a safer spot, where, *in contzmplatfon of®
such an emergency, a sort of barrier had been reared.
Alas! they had quitted their security and fled right into
the pathway of destruction, Town came the whole side
of the mountain in a cataract of ruin.  Just before it
reached the house the stream broke into two branches,
shivered not a window there, but overwhelimed the
whole vicini'y, blocked up the road and annihilated
everything in its dreadful course. Long ere the thunder
of that greit slide had ceasel to roar among the
mountains the mortal agony had been endured and the
victims were *a! peacet- Their bodies were never
found.

The next morning the light smoke was seen
s'ealing from the cottage chimney, up the mountain-side
Within, the fire was yet smouldering on the hearth,
and the chairs in a circle round it, as if the inhabitants
Lad but gone forth {o view the devastation of the slide,

and would shortly return to thank Heaven for their

1. intimate, B3;¥1F.
2. seek refuge in...... s M. e JRiREe
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miraculous escape. Al had 1:l sep.rate tokens by
which those who kad kncw.a the family were made to
shed a tear for each. Who has not heard their name?
The story has bean told far and wide, and will forever
be a legend of these mountains. Poets have sung their
fate.

There were circumstances which led some to
suppose that a stranger had been received into the
cottage on this awful night, and had shared th2
catastrophe of all its inmates; cthers denied that there
were *sufficient grounds! for such a conjecture. *Woe
for? the high-couled youth with his dream of eaithly
immortality! His name 2nd rerson utterly unknown,
his history, his way of life, his plans, a mystery never
to be solved, his death ond his existence equally a
doubt,—whose was the agony of that death moment?

44. sufficient groun’'s F2 MR,
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TWENTY-SIX MEN AND A GIRL

BY

MAXIM GORKY
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TWENTY-SIX MEN AND A GIRL

Theie were six-and-twenty of us- +** nd-twenty
*l{ving machines’ in a damp, underground celjar, where
from morning till night we kneaded dough and rolled it
11to kringels. Ogposite the underground window of
our cellar was a bricked area, green and mouldy with
moistur2, The window was protected from ou’side with
a close iron gra ing, and the light of the sun could not
pierce through the window panes, *covered as they were
with flour dust.®

Our employer had bars placed in front of the
windows, so that we should not bz able to give a bit of
his bread to passing beggars, or to any of our fellows
who were ¥ou! of work® and hungry. Our employer
called us rogues, and gave us hal{-rot.en ‘ripe to eat for
our mid-day meal, instead cf meat. It was swelteringly
close for us *cooped up in* that stone underground
chamber, under the low heavy, soot-blackened, cob-
webby ceiling. Dreary and sicken’ng was otr life

1. living machines, 588017 Ao
2. covered as they were with flour dust=as they
were covered with flour du_t, {0:E4NkE,
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Letneen its thick, dirty, monldy walis,

Unrefreshcd, aud with a feeling of *not having had
our slecp out’, we used to get up at five o’cleck in the
morning ; and before six, we were already ceated, *Worn
out® and arathetic, at the table, rolling out the dough
whick our mates had already preparcd wkile we slept.
The whole day, frcm ten in the early morning until ten
at night, come of us szt round that table, working up in
our Lands the yielding, paste, rolling it to and fro so
that it should nct get stiﬁ; while the others kneaded
the swelling mass of dcugh. And the whole day the
simmering water in tte kettle, where the kringels were
being cooked, sang low cnd sadly; and the baker’s
shovel ccrayped larshly over the oven flcor, as he threw
the slippery bits of dough out of tke kettle on the
heated bricks.

From morning till evening wood was burning in the
cven, and the red glow of the fire gleamed und flickered
over the walls of the bake-shop, as if silently mocking
us. The giant cven was like the misskapen head of a
morsier in a fairy tale; it tkrust itcelf up out of the
floor, opened wide jaws, full of glowing fire, and blew
hot treath upon us; it secemed to be ever watching out

of its black air-holes our interminable work. Those

I- to have Lad one’s sleep out, {EZL T,
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twwvo cdecp noles were like eyes—the ccld, pitiless eyeS
cf a monster. They watched us always with the same
darl ened glance, as if they *were weary of sceing! before
{he'n such eternal slavzs, from whom they could expect
nothing human, and therefore scorned them with the
cold scorn of wisdom. |

In meal dust, in the mud which we Lrought in from
the yard on our boots, in the hot, sticky atmosphere,
¥day in, day out,® we rolled the dough into kringels,
which we moistened with our own sweat And we
hated our work with a glowing hatred; we never ate
what had passad through our hands, and *preferred tlack
bread to® kringels. Sitting opposite each other, at ®
long table—nine facing nine—we moved cur hands 2nd
ficgers mechanically during endlessly long hours, till we
were so accustomed to our monotonous work that we
ceased to pay any attention to it,

We had all studied each other so constantly, that
each of us knew evefy wrinkle of his mates’ faces. I3
was not long also before we had *exhausted almost every
topic of comversation,* that is why we were most of the
{ime silent, uniess we were chaffing each other; but one

cannot always find somethinz about which to chaff

1. to be weary of seeing...... » FREREA R,
2. day i"; dﬂy Out, Hf:{ “”0
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another man, c¢pce'el v wlen that man is one’s ma's
Neither were w2 mucl *ziven 10! *inding fault wilh:
one another, hcw, indeed, could c¢ne of us poor devils
be in a position to find fault with another, when we
were all of us half dead and, *as ¢ were® *urned to
stone?t  For the Leavy drudgery seemed to crush all
feeling cut of us. But silence is only terrible and
fearful for those who have said everything and have
nothing more to say to each other; for men, on the
contrary, who have never begun to comtnunicate with
one anothker, it is easy and simple.

Sometimes, too, we s<ang; and this is how it
happened that we began to sing: one of us would sigh
deeply in the midst of our toil, like an overdriven horse,
and then we would begin cne of those songs whose
gentle swaying melody seems always to eace the burden
on the cinger’s heart.

At first one sang by himself, and we others sat in
silence listening to Lis solitary song, which under the
heavy vaulted roef cof the cellar, died gradually away,
and became extinguished, like a little fire in tlie steppes,
on a wet autumn night, when the gray heaven hangs

like a heavy marss over the carth. Then znotler would
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¥join in with' th- singer, and now two soft, sad voices
would Treal: into song in *our narrow, dull hole of a
cellar.!  Suddenly otliers would join in, and the song
would roll forward like a wave, would grow louder and
swell upward, till it would seem as if the damp, foul
walls cf our stone prison were widening out and
cpening. Then, all six-and-twenty of us would be
singing; our loud, harmonious song would fill the whole
cellar, our voices would travel outside and beyond,
striking, as it were, against tlie walls in moaning sobs
and sighs, moving our hearts with soft, tantalizing eche,
ltearing open old wounds, and awakening longings.

The singers would sigh deeply and heavily; sud-
denly one would bzcome silent and listen to the others
singing, then let his voice flow once more in */he
common tide® Another wculd exclaim in a stifled
voice, ‘‘Ah!” ani would shut his eyes, while the deep,
full sound waves would show him, as it were, a road, in
front of him—a sunlit, broad road in the distance, which
ke Lhimself, in thought, wandered along.

But the flame flickers once more in the huge oven,
the baker scrapes incessantly with his shovel, the water

simmers i1 the kettle, and the flicker of the fire on the

—
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wall dances as before [n silent ﬁlockery'. While %0 othey
men's words we sing ou! our dumbd giief,’ the weary
burcen of iive men *robled of the sumlight,” the burden
of slaves.

So we lived, we six-and-twenty, in the vault-like
cellar of a great stone house, and we suffered each one
of us, as if we had to bear on our shoulders the whole
three storys of that house.

But we had something else good, besides the sing-
ing~ scmething we loved, that perhaps took the place
of the sunshine,

In the second story of our house there was estab-
lished a gold-embroiderer’s shop, and there, living
anmong tha other embroidery girls, was Tanya, a little
maid-servent of sixteen. Every morning there peeped
in thrcugh the glass door a rosy little face, with merry
blue eyes; while a ringing, tender voice called out to
us:

“Little prisoners! Have you any kringels please,
for me?”’

At that clear round, we knew so well, we all used
to {urn round, g-zing with sinple-lesrted joy at the
pure girlish face which smiled at us so cweetly. The

sight ¢f the small nose pressed zgainst the witdow-pane,

I. oticr mco s word......; 358 570
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and of the white teeth zleaming between the half-open
lips, had be:ome for us a daily pleasure. *Tumbling over
each other’ we used to jump up to open the door, and
she would step in, bright and cheerful, holding cut her
apron, with h r head thrown on one side, and a smile
on her lips. Her thick, long chestnut hair fell over her
sboulder and across her breast. But we, ugly. dirty and
misshapen as we were, looked up at her—the threskold
door ‘'was four steps above the floor—looked up at het
with heads thrown back, wishing her gool-morning, and
speaking strange, unaccustomed words, which we kept
for her only. Our voices became softer when we spoke
to her, our jests were lighter. For her—everything was
different with us. The baker took from Lis oven a
shovel of the best and the brownest kringels, and threw
them deftly into Tanya’s apron.

‘‘Be off with you now, or the boss will catch you!”
we warned Ler each time. She laughed roguishly, called
out cheerfully: ‘‘Good-bye, poor prisoners!’’ and slip-
ped away as quick as a mouse.

That was all. But long after she had gone we talked
about her to one another with pleasure, It was always

the same thing as we had said yesterday and the day
hefore, because everything about us, including ourselves

1. tumbling over each other, Iit{{f§k, 25 Fiserh 2
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snd Ler, rctaned the same—as yesterday— and as
alwajys.,

Pzinful and terrible it is when a man gces on living,
while notliing changes around him; and when such an
existence dces not finally kill his soul, then the monot-
ony *becomes with lime, even more and more painful.l
Generally we spoke about women in such a way, that
sometimes it was loathsome to us ourselves to hear our
rude, shemeless talk., The women whom we knew
deserved perkaps nothing better. But about Tanya we
rever *et fall®> an evil word ; none of us ever ventured
so much as to lay a hand on her, even too free a jest
slie never heard frcm us. Maybe this was so because
she never remained for long with us; she flashed on our
eyes like *a star falling from the sky,® and vanished; and
maybe because she was little and very beautiful, and
everything beautiful *calls forth* respect, even in cozrse
people. And besides—though our life of penal labor had
made us dull beasts, oxen, we were still men, and, like
all mep, could not live without worshipping something
or other. Better than her we had ncne, and none but

Lier */ook any motice of ® vs, living in the cellar—no one,

1. Lecome with time more......, S8 {H......o

2. let fall=utter, Eiili,
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though tlere were doz.ns of pecple in the house. And
then, tco—most likely, (his was tLe cLief thing— we all
regarded ner as something of cur owr, sonething exist-
ing as it were only ¥ty viriue of! cur kiingels. We
took on ourselves in turns the duty of p:otiding her with
hot kringels, and this became for us like a daily sacrifice
to our idol, it became almost a sacied rite, and every
day it tound us more closely to her. Besides kringels,
we gave Tanya a great deal of advice—to wear warmer
clothes, not to run upstairs too quickly, not to carry
heavy bundles of wood. She listened to all our counse's
with a smile, answered them by a lavgh, 2and nevet */ook
our advice,® but we were not offended at that; all we
wanted was to show how much care we bestowed upcn
her.

Often she would *apply fo us® with different re-
quests, the asked us, for instance, to open the heavy
door into the store-cellat and to chop wood: with delight
and a sort of pride, we did this for her, and everything
e'se she wanted.

But when one of us asked her to mend his solitary

rt for him, she said, with a laugh of contcmpt:

““What nex!! A likely idea!”

1. by virtue of. #... ZH;F ... Zilte
2. take one's advice, ¥ EAZE N
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We made great fun of the ques:r {eilow who could
Yemtevtain such an idea,! znd—never a-koed her to do
anything else. We loved her—*a'l is sifd in that?
Man always wants to lay his love on someone, though
sometimss he crushes, sometimes he sullizs, with it; he
m1y poison another life bzcause he loves without res-‘
pecting the beloved. We were bound to love Tanya, for
we had no one else to love.

At times one of us would suddenly begin to reason
like this:

“Ani why do we *make so much of3 the wench?
What is there in her? eh? What a f0-do' we make
about her!”’

The man who dared to utter such words we pro-
mptly and coarsely *cut skort —we wanted something
to love: we had found it and loved it, and what we
twenty-six loved must be for each of us unalterable, as
a holy thing, and anyone who acted against us in this
was our enemy. We loved, maybe, not what was really
good, but you see there were twenty-six of us, and so
we always wanted to see what was precicus to us held

sacred by the rest.

1- entertain such an ifca, EIBTLR-

2. all is said in that, — VR ON AERT T
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Our love is not less burdensome than hate, and
maybe that is just why some proud souls maintain that
our hate is more flattering than our love. But why do
they not run away from us, if it is so?

* * * * *

Besides our department, our employer had a'so a
bread-bakery; it was in the same house, separated from
our hole only by a wall; but the bakers—there were fou:
of them—*keld aloof from! us, considering their work
superior to ours, and therefore themselves better than
us; they never used to come in‘o our workroom, and
faughed contemptuously at us when they met us in the
yard. We, too, did not go to see them; this was forbid-
den by our employer, from fear that wa should steal
the *fancy bread 2 We did not like the bakers, because
we envied them; their work was lighter than ours, they
were paid more, and were better fed; they had a light,
spacious workroom, and they were all so clean and
healthy—and that made them hateful to us. We all
looked gray and yellow; three of us had syphilis, several
suffered from skin diseases, one was completely crippled
by rheumatism. On holidays and in their leisure time
the bakers wore pea-jackets and creaking boots, two of
them had accordions, and they all used to go for strolls

1. hold aloof from...... y RGBT
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in the town gardens-—we v;oré fiithy rags and leather
clogs or plaited shocs on our {eet, the pclice would not
let us into the tcwn gardens—could we possibly like the
bakers?

And o1e day we learned that their chief taker had
been drunk, the master had sacked him and had already
*taken on! another, and that this other was a soldier,
wore a catin waistcoat and a watch and gold chain. We
were inquisitive to *ge! a sight of*> such a dandy, and in
the hope of catching a glimpse of him we kept ruuning
one after another out into the yard.

But he came *of kis own accord® into our room.
Kicking at the dcor, he pushed it open, and leaving it
ajar, stood in the doctway smiling, and said to us:

“‘Gced help the work! Gocd-morning, mates!”’

The ice-cold air, which streamed in through the
open door, curled in streaks of vapor round his feet.
He stcod on the threshold, looked us up and down, and
under his fair, twisted mustache gleamed big yellow
teeth., His waistcoat was really something quite *ou?
of the common,* blue-flowered, brilliant with shining
little buttons of red stones. He also wore a watch

chain.

1. t keon, FEflo
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He was a fine fellow, this so'dier; tall, lea'thy,
rosyclieeked, ard Lis big, clear eyes had a friendly,
cheerful glance. He wcere cn his head a white starched
cap, and from under his syotlessly clean apron p eped
the pointed toes of fashionable, well-blacked toots.

Our baker asked him politely to shut the door. The
soldisr did so without hurrying himself, and began to
question us about the master. We explained to him, all
speaking together, that our employer wus a thorough-
going brute, a rogue, a knave, and a slave-driver; in a
word. we repeated to him all that can and must be said
about an employer, but cannot be repeated here. The
soldier listened to us, twisted his mustache', and watched
us with a friendly, open-hearted lcok.

“‘But haven’t you got *a lof of! girls here?’’ he
asked suddenly.

Some of us began to laugh deferentially, other put
on a meaning expression, and one of us explained to the
soldier that there were nine girls here.

“You *make the most of2 them?” ask the soldier,
with a wink,

We laughed, but not so loudly, and with some
embarrassment. Many of us would Lav liked to have

shown the sol!dier that we a'so were {rem<ndous fellows

I. alotof, %%,
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with the girls, but not ote of us could do so; and one of
our number confessed as mucli, when he said in a low
voice:

““That sort of thing is not *in our line.”’1

““Well, noj; it wouldn’t quite do for you,” said the
soldier with conviction, after having looked us over.
““T'here is something wanting about you all. You don’t
look the right sort. You’ve no sort of appearance; and
the women, you see, they like a bold appearance, they
will have a well set-up body. Everything has to be
*tip-top® for them. That’s why they respect strength.
They want an arm like that!”

The soldier drew his right hand, with its turned-up
shirt sleeve, out of his pocket, and showed us his bare
arm. It was white and strong, and covered with shin-
ing yellow hairs.

“Ieg and chest, all must b2 strong. And then a
man must be dressed in the latest fashion, so as to *show
off his looks fo advantage® Yes, all the women */ake fo
me.t  Whether T call to thiem, or whether I beckon
them, they with one accord, *fwwe at a {ime,® throw

themselves at my head.”

I. tobeinone's lin:, EAIRIT HBEARHI.
2. tip-top=first rate, £t L5%; (iK%
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He sat down on a tlour sack, and *fold af length!
all about the way wemen loved him, and how bold he
was with them. Then he left, and after the door had
crgaked to behind him, we sat for a long time silent, and
thought about him and his talk. Then we all suddenly
broke silence togethery and it became apparent that we
were all equally pleased with him, He was such a nice,
open-hearted fellow; Le came to see us without any
¥standoffishness,® sat down and chatted. No one els2
came to us like that, and no one else talked to us in
that friendly sort of way. And we continued to talk of
him and his coming triumph among the embroidery
girls, who passed us by with contemptuous sniffs when
tley saw us in the yard, or who looked straight through
1s *as if we had been air® But we admired them
always when we met them outside, or when they walked
past our windows; in winter, in fur jackets and toques
*fo match * in summer, in hats trimmed with flowers,
and with colored parasols in their hands. We talked,
however, about these girls in a way that would have
made them mad with shame and rage, if they could

have heard us.

1. tell at length, 3%k,
2. standoffishness=stand off + ish 4 ness, stand
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“If only Le does not get hold of' little Tanyal’’
said the baker, suddenly, in an anxious tone of voice.

We were silent, for these words troubled us. Tanya
had quite gone out of our minds, supplanted, put on
one side by the strong, fine figure of the soldier.

Then began a lively discussion; some of us main-
tained that Tanya would never lower herself so; others
thought she would not be able to resist him, ard the
third group proposed to give him a thrashing if he
should try to annoy Tanya. And, finally, we all decided
to watch the soldier and Tanya, and to warn the girl
against him. This *brought the discussion lo an end.?

Four weeks had passed by since then; during this
time the soldier baked white bread, walked about with
the gold-embroidery girls, visited us often, but did not
talk any more abcut his conquests; only twisted his
mustache, and licked his lips lasciviously.

Tanya called in as usual every morning for ‘‘little
kringels,”® 2nd was as gay and as nice and friendly with
us as ever. We certainly tried once or twice to talk to
her about the soldier, but she called him a ‘'goggle-eyed
calf,” and *made fun of him® all round, and that *sef

our minds qf vest.* We saw how the gold-embroidery

1. get hold of, /% ;B
2, bring.....to an end, ... 5%,
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girls carried on with the soldier, aud we were proud of
our girtl; Tanya’s bchaviof reflected Lioner on us all; we
imitated her, and began in our talks to *freat ilc soldier
with small consideration. She became dearer to us,
and we greeted her with more friendliness and kindli-
ness every morning.

One day the soldier came to see us, a bit diunk,
and sat down a1 d began to laugh. When we asked him
what he was laughing about, he explainad to us:

“Why two of them—that Lydka girl and Grushka—
have been clawing each other on my account. You
cshould have seen the way they went for each other!
Ha! ha! One got Lold of the other one by the hair,
threw her down on the floor of the passage, and sat on
her! Ha! ha! ha! They scratched and tore each
others’ faces. It was enough to make ome die with
laughter! Why i$ it women can’t fight fair? Why do
they always scratch one another, eh ?”’

H= sat on the bench, healthy, fresh and jolly; he
sat there and went on laughing. We were silent. This
time he made an unpleasant impression on us.

““Well, it’s a funny thing what luck I have with
the women-folk! Eh? I’'ve laughed till I’m ill! One

1. treat.,.....with smaii (great) consideration, 1......
lf\(?hi) '&J-I[“]ZEO
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wink, and it’s all over with them! It’s the d-devill”

He raised his white hairy hands, and slapped them
down on his knees. And his eyes seem to reflect such
frank astonishment, as if he were himself quite surprised
at his good luck with women. His fat, red face glis-
tened with delight and self satisfaction, and he licked
his lips more than ever.

Our baker scraped the shovel violently and angrily
along the oven floor, and all at once he said sarcas=-
tically :

““ There’s no great strength needed to pull up fir
saplings, but try a real pine-tree.”

““Why—what do you mean by saying that to me "
asked the soldier.

““Oh, well .. .”

“ What is it ?”

*“ Nothing—*it slipped out!’1

*“No, wait 2 minute! What’s the point? Wha.
pine-tree "

Our baker did not answer, wotking rapidly away
with the shovel at tke oven; flinging into it the half-
cooked kringels, taking out those t hat were done, and
noisily throwing them on the flcor to the boys who were

siringing them on bast. He seemed to have forgolten

I. itslipped out, WEITRALE.LIRER
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:he soldier and his conversation with him. But the
soldier Liad all at once dropped into a scrt of uneasiness.
He got up on to his feet, and went to the oven *if f/e
risk of' knocking against the haudle of the shovel,
whichk was waving spasmodically in the air.

““No, tell me, do--who is it? You’ve insulted
me. I? There's not one could withstand me, n-no!
And you say such insulting things to me

He really seemed genuinely hurt. He must have
*had nothing else to pride himsel f on® except his gift for
seducing women; maybe, except for that, there was
nothing living in him, and it was only that by which he
could feel himself a living man.

There are men to whom the most precious and best
thing in their lives appears to be scme disease of their
soul or body. They spend their whole life in reclation
to it, and only living by it, suffering from it, they sus-
tain themselves on it, they complain of it to cthers, and
so draw the attention of their fellows to themselves.
For that they extract sympathy from people, and *apart
from 113 they have nothing at all. Take from them
that disease, cure them, and they will be miserable, be-

cause they have lost their one resource in life—they are

1. at the risk of...... - S ﬁ{)ﬁ:wo
2. have......to pride cneself on, 4j...... AU
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left empty then, Sometimes a man'’s life is so poor, that
lie is driven instinctively to prize his vice and to live by
it; one may say for a fact that often men are vicious
from boredom.

The soldier was offended, he went up to our baker
and roared:

“‘No, tell me do—who ?”

‘“Tell you ?” the baker turned suddenly to him.

“Well 2"

““You know Tanya ?”

“Well

““Well, there then! Only try.”

e i

*““You!”

“Her ? Why *that’s nothing to mel—~pooh!”

““We shall seel”

*“You will see! Ha! hal”

‘‘She’1l—-"

“Give me a month!”

‘“What a braggart you are, soldier!”

“‘A fortnight! I'll proveit! Whoisit? Tanyal
Pooh !”

“Well, get out. You're *in my way?|”

“‘A fortnight—and it’s done! Al, you—"

1. that is nothing to......, §Z&...... gx#&ﬂ;&iﬁﬁo
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“Get out, I say!”’

Our baker, all at once, flew into a rage and b andi-
vhed his shovel. The soldier staggered away {tomn him
in am-zement, looked at us, paused, and softly, malig

1” and went away.

nantly said, ‘‘Ob, all rizht, thev

During the dispute we had all sat silent, ab orbed
in it. DBut when the soldier had gone, eager, loud talk
and noise arcse among us.

Some one shouted to the baker: ‘'It’s a bad job
that you’ve started, Pavel!”

““Do your work !’ answered the baker savagely.

We felt that the soldier had been daeply aggrieved,
and that danger threatened Tanya We felt this, and at
the same time we were all *pessessed byl a burning
curiosity, most agreeable to us. What would happen ?
Would Tanya *kold out against? the soldier ? And al-
“Tanya? She’ll hold out!
*Y ou won't caich her with your bare arms 1’3

most all cried confidently:

We longed terribly to test the strength of our idol;
we forcibly proved to each other that our divinity was a
strong divinity and would come victorious out of this
ordeal. We began at last to fancy that we *kad no!
worked evough on the soldier * that he would forget the

£. possessed by....... B...... e IR 5 ot 1 2
2. hold out azainst .., By prRB.... .,
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dispute, and that we ought to pique his vanity more
keerly. Frcm that day we began to live a diffesent life,
a life of rervous tension, such as we had never known
before. We spent whole days in arguing together; we
all grew, as it were, sharper; and got to talk more and
better. It seemcd to us that we were playing som= sort'
of game with the devil, and the stake on our sidz was
Tanya. And when we leafned from the bakers that the
soldier had begun ‘‘running after our Tanya,” we felt a
s rt of delighted terror, and life was so interesting that
we d'd not even notice that our employer had *faken
advantage of! our *pre—occdpatimﬂ to increase our work
by fourteen pounds of dough a day. We seemed, in-
deed, not even tired by our work. Tanva’s name was
on our lips all day long. And every day we looked for
her with a certain special impatience. Sometimes we
pictured to ourselves that she wou'd come to us, and it
would not be the same Tanya *as of 0/d ® but somehow
different. We said nothing to her, however, of the dis-
pute regarding her- We asked her no questions, and be-
Laved as well ani affectionately to her as ever. But
even in this a new element crept in, alien to our old
feelir g for Tanya—and that new element was keen curi-
osity, keen and cold as a steel knife.

e e

1. take advantage of, FlH,
2. pre-occupation, [tp/B PR,
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“Mates! To-day *tfe time’s up !'! our baker said
to us or.e morning, as he set to woik.

We were well aware of it withoul his teminde:; but
still we were thrilled.

“Look at her. Ste'll be here directly,”” suggeste 1
the baker.

One of us cried out in a troubled voice, ‘Why! as
though one could notice anything !”’

And again an eager, noisy discussion sprang up
among us. To-day we were about to prove how pure
and spctless was *the vessel? into which we had poured
all that was best in us. This morning, for the first time,
it became clear to us, that we really were playing a
great game; that we might, indeed, tkrough the exaction
of this proof of purity, lose our divinity altogether.

During the whole of the intervening fortnight we
had heard that Tanya was persistently followed by the

soldier, but not one of us had thought of asking her
kFow she had behaved toward him. And she came
cvery morning to fetch her kringels, and was the same
toward us as ever.

This morning, too, we heard her voice outside:
You poor prisoners! Here I am!”

We opened tlic door, and when she came in we all

1. the tince is up, BRI To
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remaircd, contrary to onr usual cu twn, silent. Our
eyes fixel on her, we did not know how to speak to her,
what to ns% her. And there we steod in front of her, a
gloomy, silent crowd. She seewed to be surprisad at
this unusual reception; and suddenly we saw lLer turn
white and become uneasy, then she asked, in a clioking
vcice:

““Why are you—Ilike this ?"’

“‘And you ?’* the baker ¥Zung all Ler crimly, never
taking his eyes cff Ler,

“What am 1 ?”

““N —nothing.”

‘“Well, then, give me quickly (ke liztle kringels.”

Never before had she bidden us hurry.

““There’s plenty of time,” said the baker, uot
stirring, and not removing his eyes from her face.

Then, suddanly, she turned round and disappeared
through tke door.

The baker took his shovel and said, calmly turning
away toward the oven:

““Well, */hat settles it I* But a so'dier | a common
heast like that—a low cur!”

I.ike a flock of sheep we all pressed round the

table, sat down silently, and began listlessly to work.

1. fling at, B,
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Soon, hcwev r, one cf us remarked:

“Perhaps after all-—-"

*¥“Shut up I' shouted the baker.

We were all convinced that he was *a& man of
judgment,® a man who knew more than w: did about
things. And at the sound of his voice we were con-
viticed of the soldier’s victory, and our spirits became
sad and downcast,

At twelve o’clock—while we ware eating our difi-
ners—the soldier came in. He was as clean and as
smart as ever, and looked at us—as usual —straight in
the eyes. But we were all awkward in looking at him.

““Now then, honored sirs, would you like me to
show you a soldizr’s quality ?”’ he said, chuckling
proudly.

““Go out into the passage, and look through the
ctack-—do you understand ?”’

We went into the passage, and stood all pushing
against one another, squeezed up to the cracks of the
woodden partition of the passage that looked into the
yard. We had not to wait long. Very soon Tanya,
with hurried footsteps and a careworn face, walked
across the yard, jumping over the puddles ol melting

cnow and mud she disappeared into the store cellar.

1. shutun! {11! (#FRE.)
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Tlun whistling, and net Lunying L'nmsclf, ile scldier
foliowed in the same direc.ion. His hands were thrust
in his pockets; his mustaches were quivering.

Rain wrs falling, and we scw kow its dreps fell
into the puddles, and the purddles were wrinkled by
them. The day was damp and gray—a very dreary day.
tnow still 'ay on the rcofs, but cn the ground dark
patchies of mud had tegun to appear. And the snow on
the roofs too was covered by a layer of brownish dirt.
The rain fell slowly with a depressing sound. It wus
cold ard disagreeable for us waiting.

The first to ccme out of the stcre cellar was the sol-
dier; he walked slcwly across the yard, his mustaches
twitching, his hands in his pockets—the same as
always.

Then—Tanya, too, came out. Her eyes—her eyes
were radiant with joy and harpiness, and her lips —
were smiling. And she walked as though in a dream,
staggering, with unsteady steps.

We could not bear this quietly. All of us at once
rushed to the door, dasked out into the yard and—
hiss.d at her, reviled her viciously, loudly, wildly.

She started at seeing us, ard stcod *as lhough
vooted in the mud urder her feet.' We formed a ring

I. as though rooted in...... JFEBINTAWELNZ0iE
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round Ter! arnd mal gnantly, witlicut 1estraint, abused
be: with vi'e weids, sa'd shameful things to her.

We did this rot 1 udly, not hurriedly, seeing that
she could not ge: away, that she *was hemmed in' by
us, and we could deride her *lo our hearts’ comtent?
Idon’t know why, but we did not beat her. She stccd
in the midst of us, and turned her head this way and
that, as she heard our insults. And we-—more and
more violently flung at her the filth and venom of our
weords.

The cclor had left her face. Her blue eyes, so
bappy a moment before, opened wide, her bosom heaved.
and lher lips quivered,

We in a ring round her ayvenged ourselves on Ler as
though she had robbed us, She belonged to us, we had
lavished on her our best, and though that best was a
begzar’s crumb, still we were twenty-six, she was one,
and so there was no pain we could give her equal to her
guiit! - How we insulted ker! She was still mute, still
gazéd at us with wild eyes, and a shiver ran all over
Ler.

We {iughed, roared, yelled., Othe: pecple ran up
‘rom s mewhere and joired us. Cune of us pulled

Tanya Ly the sleeve of Ler blouse.
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Svcdenly Ler eves flashed; delibeiately she raised
her hands to Ler head and s‘raightening her hair she
said loudly but calmly, straizht in our faces:

““Ab, you miserable rrisoners!”

And she walked straight at us, walked as directly
as though we had not been before her, as though we
ware not blocking lLer way.

And hance it wzs that no one did actually prevent
her passing.

Walking out of ouvr ring, without turning round,
she said foudly and with indescribable contempt:

‘‘Ab, you scum—brutes.”

And—was gone.

We were left in the middle of the yard, in the rain,
under the gray sky without the sun.

Then we went mutely away to our damp stone
cellar. As befcre—tle cun never peeped in at cur win-
dows, and ‘I'anya came no morel
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