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“While Louisiana can produce a greater
“oyariety of food crops thun any other state in
ilze union. in oae of them the state st_zuuis pre-
‘feuiiuonl aud in spite of ils pre-eminence can
increase its production by fifly to one hundred
cper cent. That crop is ricc,{dﬂw.(Jiudur.ﬁ Ha of
sgrains, which under the pressure of food short-
age and High prices now is selling at double 1ts
"nul"nnl prive and is being cagerly, sought.

" Everyone who knows anything about food
values knows that rice is a splendidly nulri-
' tfdus and healthful food, as well as a most pal-
2 atable ene. properly cooked. Tt is the staple
Cfood of over one-half the population of the
“Zparth, Tt never has had the attention it de-
"~ serves from the publie of the United States; but
V"'lh«')sv who have learned to enjoy it as a vegeta-
+ ' ble. not as a dessert, prefer it to potatoes; and
’-;""._ “those—who have learned to depend upon pota-
- _toes find rice a fine qubshlu(o for th( ir fawl'lt«‘
:“vegelable, - '
. Of the 830 million pounds of rice produced
“in the United States. Louisidana raises over
“fifty per eent. but the state does not by any
~means produce up to the capacity of the facili-
ties it has at hand. The acreage could be
. doubled without building a single new irrigat-
;ing plant or a single new: rice mill to take care
‘of the product. The truth is that. previous to

ANCREWSE PRODUCTION OF RICE.

R

-# " ““the war and for sometime after its beginning.
~ . the rice industry was under a cloud. Hume

e

L eonsumplion did not keep  pace with produc-
< tion, and the campaign for diversified Crops
- _“turned the attention of some farmers away
- 7 from the staple crop. Others were driven from
ey ‘rice culture by the banks which refused to lend

that

wsmoney for the production of a crop ut sue h un-
-, certain and unstable valne,
) This has been an unusually backward
wspring, and preparations for the rice crop are
Jjust. getting well.. undeg, . Rice .can  be
sowed: &lmost up to thé mj dle of June, with
-reasonable assurance of producing a crop.
“.There are enough Lonisiana  farmers who
know how to raise rice. tv care for an immense
ucrease in the acreage; and the present price
of clean rice is assurance that the price will
'sta) high -enough to make this year's Crop ex-
trnmols prnhtablv to the farmer.
' It seems to us that the state food prepared-
. 'ness committee which held its first meeting in
Baton Rouge Saturday could undertake no
. more effective task than to get behind a record-
~br¢=akiug rice crop this season. The first step
~should be to see that, during the present era of
*high prices. sufficient rice is reserved for seed
to provide for a largely increased acreage. The
committec should also ascertain what irriga-
~ tion plants are idle and what are not being
“.operated to full capacity. Several large plants
‘n western Louisiana have not been operated
‘or several years, because the companies own-
mg them had previously experienced some un-
profitable seasons. One of the largest, known
as the Schell canal. located near Opelousas,
> was sold al receiver's sale pecently and the new
< owner has heen lalkmg of dismantling it.

Adle should be induced to put them in shape for
-capacily operations. The banks shonld he
-'asked to finance the coming rice crop; there
would probably be little difficulty on that
] ' ~score, as the, priee of the cereal for some years
© " may be looked updn as established on a new
- _high level. The comnmittee should have author-
"{ity to commandeer irrigating plants and plan-
" tations if the owner refuses to operate them.
The Bee believes that this is the one big
thing that Lonisiana can do, and should do. to
add to the food supply of the nation quickly
c-and substantially. Rice is a cereal used the
\\nrltl over, and to a greatep extent in other na-
# fions than in the United States. At the same
£2u time. with plenty of rice and the jwexhanslible
3 ?}‘supply of sea food along the state's conel, no
"% Louisianinn need he afraid of going hunszry.
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N Chicaro recruiting officer is making Jess
S ”“’Hard life a burden to him. Hearing of
L Willard's offer of his serviees to resident
‘Wilson. the Chiragn man sent Willard a press-
ang invitation to Join. Willard, in fhe nean-
“<time, had gone to Norfolk. Va.. and thers in-
formed a reporter that he had been rejected on
.account of his height and weight, The re-
woeruiting  officer  thereupon rejoined that he
*hadn't done any such thing and that Willard

would be acceptable. Big Jeas should fake
. thought from the Les Darcy incident. ° :,

St. Helena Echo:

which it savs,
Inmbermen’s

farms o ruise the eraps,
stop the farm boys

A Joplin, Ma.,

nntagonists,

as far as
day is just as unlocky

\l)lw\lllv Meridional :
Bloodwerth Mhe Fire Hxslﬁ'mu-.- trust visited
Crowley the other day.
wares whom the good people of rowley enter-

tained. bud he left them feeling about as happy
as il they had the iteh or stuck a big thorn in
-Sol was doing one of his famous
As a result Crowley has
suffered a raise in fire insurance rates which
will amount to about $30.000 a'xear and has.
heen assured that the
waterworks
wasted and the entire shooling mateh is gross-
Iy inefficient and ready for the juuk pile.
When Sul hils .\hhu_\'illt' we shall sqmml also. .

their feet,
inspection stunts.

“Lake Charles American Press:
people are figuring how they
like gasoline and
1 - .: o HA PN
ixuries like new clothes,

sities

cvcw

" The cut-over timberlands conference brack-
Aed the cattle tick and the tramp dog as twu
greal national menaces,
cominends a war tax of a dollar a head on dogs,
would yield $25.000.000,
census looks rather innceurate;
we should say that there wepe at least thal
many dogs in Arkansas, - '
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1'!(‘\ Love Sol and His Visits.
. Our old

60 001)
has

spent
system
(.et(mq Down to Hard l’an.
tires by

Late Frost in St. Heleha.

on
As a movement to
from rushing to the eities
Ihls shonld be an mupmhfwdl\' hu\\hn" she-

He was no angel

on
practically

The conference re-

The

A um‘f’spumh nt suggests that we should le
the young men iun the cities and villages do the
A fighting and

the

-

banker having sceured a di-
voree from oie wife, at a cost of $307 L0l prow
amounces that he will wed another,
‘men are reckless, some un ltc trouble and some
cal it up. ’

Some

Germany need not be so contemptunus ol
Cubacand the little Latin American republics as
The fighters in them keep them-.
selves in trim by an ocensional 1-mulnhon

'l‘lw young couple who were wedded in New
Orleans on Friday. the 13th, probably reasoned
is cone erne d

one

friend Sl

una-

its
been

About now
can afford neces-
cutting

off

You can set it down in

your little book that there was frost in Greens--
burg last Tnocda\ morning. April 10th, 1917,

It did but very little damage,
was not very heavy.

\Im'\ eport  Journal:
frine o the nation and to itself,
Veooman came,
line of duty

Dr,

" South “'ill Do Its Duty.
The south

however,

will
We are glad
He has pointed out aur
and we will unhesitatingly follow

as |t

be

it. no matter w hat mcnfwv an(l vhunges thal
course cntmla :

. T ranklin Watchman :
this year.

———

\nd in Saintly Pamsh. Too.
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Lent has passed for
Through the season of thanksgiv-

ing and prayer. we do not inagine that very
inany people harvested a heavy crop of bar-

nacles on theie kuees h\' l\ne'vlmg m subnus-

siv (' I‘ ‘\ erence.,

L

' . A 4
Calls for More than Enthusiasm.

Mouroe News
Monroe for slackers.

Star:

L
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There is no room in
Every man who is qual-

ified must demonstrate his willingness to go.

He must do more than a
or hang “Old Glory"

ppland and wave a flag
in front of his home or
Owners of plants either wholly or partly lplu( ¢ of business. Nor is there room in Mon-

roe or any other place in America for doafers,
street corner patriols or men ‘without visible

means of support.

There are too many con-

sumers and it should be the duty of the author|
ities to rigidly enforce the laws, compelling

every man to perform some dut\
make for upholding the hmmr
the l nited States, i

Ruston
allies to
hoped our governny
lional policy of avoiding entangling
and become tangled ud in partne
eignt countries,

R

How Can We Avoid Them.
Leader: In assisting the
conquer Germany, it

and dignity

that will

of

entente
is  earnestly
ent will not forget its tradi-
alliances
rship with for-
Remember, we do not form ﬂl—

lmm'm \\lth even home gove rnments, e
— R aata R NP
The &overnor has proclaimed Mnnda) April
16, as “Clean-Up Day” in Louisiana. No‘“ Or-

feans people need clean- -up campaigns, to in-
sure health and comfort during the summer,
s much as the smaller cities and the r-mmh'v

distriets.

‘Boston burned Senator LaFo)
the other fay.
less and turbulent old town,

. —0 -

See that your premises are made
healthful and froe of dmease -ear

rying insects
on Monday, . y :

lette in effigy
RBoston always has heen a law-

For example, see

the burning of the Salom w m'hm and lhe Bos—

fton lea parlv

|

BELGIN RELIEF
- LOM. REPORTS

Mr. George Denegre, chairman for

. VITAL STATISTICS
Births

\dm John Ferran, a girl, 2026 Car
rolliton street.

Mrs. «Fulton Rolland, a girl, Px‘es-
bhyterian ‘hospital,

Mus, Harry tritz, a~hoy, Presby-
terian hospital,

Mes, Vineent Serio, a boy, 71 lmu-

"

1 ty parol.

Some Watchdog.

There Is a watchdog In a New York
town who ought to be placed on chari-
An obnoxious beggar there
who had been tolernted by the resl-
dents because of his paralyzed condi-
tion, was caught stealing Ly the dog,
chased six blocks and finally forced to
cllmb a tree. Oye good thing about
canine investigutors into the reality of
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