feais
e

¢
et
R

e
e . St
“'%ggms%?ﬁ%‘« : e

L
i

Férg
D
NS

e

i
e
RO
USRI

o

A .
i

i




e esarmellu Qurgs ser 2 Mww ( CCO 1.0 )

@s L gy 2 flivgslen smEshd L HGW. (PP 2wl
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode erémp wpseaufufen

STEUTETLD.

uduyfeno SiHPE
@QBF AEHSFIL_6T QFTLTL e WelfEeT, 2 serredlu Qumgit Lwerum (Hé@ erer ugliflannd
FLL5815@ 2 UL (), shsET amarsgl udliLflawsamerun el (hellsgerareat.

f}réJa;dT @eueunsssmsL LigGwhissond; GubuBgseonbd; Ludlyomd; Geun $me 6llqalldTs THMHETLD;
auanflsls LweTs @R el werd. @eupmse Briser liLsd aggib Carrs Coameauuidame.

* % %

Q&) 2 wss 0D 168w, &8 sapsapbd ( Nttps://ta.wikisource.org ), slp Qeoarwus soels
swspwb ( http://tamilvu.org ) gearss sl Oepundde, uHGaupdlu rosei eermy.
Qs Hupwupdews upd, https://ta.wiki rce.or 4kX erémm pseuufer elfeurss

STEUTEITLD.

el OEAMSns

Universal (CCo 1.0) Public Domain Dedication

This is a human-readable summary of the legal code found at
https://creativecommons.or li main/zero/1.0/l |

No Copyright

The person who associated a work with this deed has dedicated the work to the public domain by waiving
all of his or her rights to the work worldwide under copyright law, including all related and neighboring rights,
to the extent allowed by law.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without asking
permission.

* % %

This book is uploaded as part of the collaboration between Global Tamil Wikimedia Community
( https://ta.wikisource.org ) and Tamil Virtual Academy ( http://tamilvu.org ). More details about this

collaboration can be found at https://ta wikisource org/s/4kx.



https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
https://ta.wikisource.org/
https://ta.wikisource.org/s/4kx
http://tamilvu.org/
https://ta.wikisource.org/s/4kx
http://tamilvu.org/
https://ta.wikisource.org/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode

SRl VENKATESWARA UNIVERSITY
TAMIL DEPARTMENT PUBLICATION No. 1.

General Editor :
Vidvan N. SUBBU REDDIAR, M. 4., B.sc. L.T.
Head of the Department of Tamil

MUTTOLLAYIRA VILAKKAM



MUTTOLLAYIRA VILAKKAM

N. SUBBU REDDIAR

%
%"" WPE{,,
p
% peace and pragres

&

A

o
»
2

theaugh caraperation

it e

SRI VENKATESWARA UNIVERSITY
1965

#



@ SRI VENKATESWARA UNIVERSITY, 1965.

Published by :

The Registrar,
Sri Venkateswara University,
Tirupati (a.r.) India,

Printed at
RATHNAM PRESS,
11, Badrian Street, Madras-i.




podldraramialy ofsmdaib

sfler&asid :
slggeursy 5. SOy Cylpuind, b, S.and., adup.

SpCads. nda udsds spsb

\va_ §0:0pg, 1,

f\
peace aod prograss f‘

thiough coraperation

avav

Prbautis ad udstnd sPsib

1965



REVERENTIALLY DEDICATED
to
THE SACRED MEMORY

of

Mabhamahspadhyaya Dy, U, V. Swaminatha Iyer,
THE FIRST AND FOREMOST AMONG TAMIL SCHOLARS.

DS LISDL HesD

apsloanres el Bs seofly e
werabgy yphsii. Swwrew Gumes
vl st RE soEs  wrTpBs
Ergerd <sbypepd ®phs QBrbs
M FECrTs o psiflenps &TES QS
of yevr_wirelr  Eranif  pusst Q@ sulers
ugwefle @EmTdy s Ge®
L @G oer LefiSerGper wrppss DG meir.



PREFACE

The justification for another edi‘ion of Muttollziram seems
to lie in: the need for'a thorough apprzisal of the work as a source
of history and sociclogy. The impression created by over-emphasis
on the erotic aspect of the work needs must be removed and a
motivation must be provided for a systematic search for the
original as a source of history. However, it is not to belittle the
literary value of the work which is fit to be ranked with any of the
greatest Cankam classics. My purpose has been to lead the readers
both to an enjoyment of the artisiry of the poet and to a
perception of the social conditions depicted in the work. I have
examinad all the available sources and made a selection of the
most authentic verses. I have also furaished variations in readings
available in the commentaries,

My thanks are due to Dr. M. Varadarajan, Professor of Tamil,
University of Madras, Madras for enthusing me in my work and
Sri K. Venkataswami Reddiar of Bh'idur, South Arcot District,

for help in the finalising of the Manuscript before it was sent to
the press.

Iam grateful to the Vice-chance'lor and to the Syndicate of
Sri Venkateswara University for accepting the work as a University
Publication and for their encouragement afforded to me in my
humble labours in the field of Tarail research.
Tirupati, } N. SUBBU REDDIAR.
November 1, 1965.
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INTRODUECTION

1. The sources of this work:

In the form in which it was first presented by its talented
author the Muttollzyiram is a lost work to us. Fragments of the
work totalling 108 verses could be found in a collection (rather
than an anthology) of Puram verses brought tolight and published
by the University of Madras under the eminent editorship of
Prof. S. Vaiyapuri Pillai. The collection known by name of
Pura-t-tirattu appears to be a work of the post-Cola epoch
and according to Prof. S. Vaiyapuri Pillai, a 15th century
product. We are not at the moment concerned with the date of
the Pura-t-tiratiw and we shall accept the professor’s guess in this
regard. But what is of importance is that the Pura-i-tirattu
is the only source of all the available verses of the Muwtiollayiram
distributed over the different section of the collection as a Puram
presentation. The following table gives the distribution :

Puram classification No. of verses
in of

Puga-t-tirattu Muttollayivam
Arattu-p-pal 1
Porut-pal 43
Kamattu-p-pal 65
Total 109

The distribution under the sub-heads is as follows :

Arattu-p-pal ’
1. Katavul valttu 1
Porut-pal
2. Natu 3

3. Nakar 3
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4, Pakai-p-puiam Palittal 5
5. Tiral 4
8. Yevil Kotal i
7. Kutiral Maram 1
8. Vipal Maram 14
9, Kalam 4
iaa Ve&'zzi 2
1i. Pukal 10
Kamator-p-pai

12.  Kaikilai 65

Total 109

pu——

 In the fragments extant one verse is available for Arattu~p-
pal, 43 verses for Porut-pil and 65 verses for Kamattu-p-pal.
The Pura-t-tiragise is patterned after the Tirukkural in its three-
fold classification as Aram (Dharma) Porul (Arta) and Tnpam
{Kgma} which a few other works like the Nalativar have also
adopted. But one cannot be certain about the pattern of the
original Mwifollayiram except that i was in {hree parts, each
devoted to one soversign power of the Tamil counfry., Within
this threelold division of Pantiyan, Calag and Céran, we are not
aware what classification was adopted in the arrangement of the
verses in each division. If the arrangement in the Pura-t-tivagtu
were any guidance, the original Muttolisyiram must have been
divided into three major parts with sub-headings under each of
the Purem and Akam motifs selscted.

Barring the Pura-t-tirattn no other source has so far been
o the number of verses extant or to
present the book in full. A few variations in reading are available
beyond those found in Pura-ttivatiu. In view of the excellence
of the work as a piece of literature, and the fact that it had
survived til the post-Cala period to secure acceptance as material
fov inclusion in an anthology of representative works, it may be
hoped that labours in the direction of seeking out the original in

tact will be rewarded with success, Unti} then, the fragments of
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the work should be our only material to constitute a separate book
with the original title.

Some of the Muttoll@yiram verses are found in a number of
commentaries in Tamil. But these verses do not add to the
Pura-t-tivattu selections in any manner except in variation of
readings in respect of a few verses. The invocatory verse®
of this work is quoted by Camaya Tivakara Mupivar in his
commentary on Nuakesi Teruttu. Naccipar-k-kiniyar in his
commentary on the Porulatikiram of Tolkappiyam has quoted
verses 238, 67, 68, 94 and 96. Perasiriyar, another commentator
of Tolkappiam, has used verses 39, 69 and T4 as illustrations.
Atiyar-k-ku Nallar in his commentary on Cila-p-patikaram has
quoted verse 39 to explain a particular line. In the olipiyal of
 Yapparunkala virutti, verse 34 and 66 have been selected for
illustrating two concepts in grammar.

Though these stray verses used for illustrative purposes by
commentators have only duplication value, however, a few
variations in readings are available thanks to these. These are
given in the footnotes along with the other readings available in
the Manuscripts of the Pura-t-tirattu extant. The number of
verses that can be considered genuine would be 108 if we are to
exclude verses 1397 and 1474 in the Puza-t-tivattu. The editor of
the Pura-t-tivattu himself questions the genuineness of verse 1474.
As regards verse 1397 it is not accepted as genuine by Prof. M.
Raghava Iyengar in whose edition of the M uttoll@yiram it has
been left out. In the other edition of the work by Sri N.
Sethuraghunathan also this verse has been rejected as spurious.
The verse under reference is as follows:

@or mssh [Qlearp w0y gy

s[e]aamed SyrH Qe[S gid|-—meomdertGon
piemerLuris Catemg Ggmm[ e Qemaler
werent wleorw Geustr M.

(ur. Ga.) 1. @phisal; 5. d@hsmed ; 11-12. gLr Repadar; §pdus
Cweren it uphamiss QuarvHoru Qaudg’ TS srawiu@dds pa.

1. Verse—1.
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This could be a genuine verse of the original only without the
mistakes of prosody and verbal interpolations in which it abounds
in its present form. More over, it is full of gaps filled in by the
editor within brackets. A portion of the verse from Perumporul
occurring immediately after the M uttollgyiram excerpt has also
got mixed up with the M uttollzyiram verse and takes away from
its purity.’ Therefore this verse has been left out in this edition

also.

Reverting to verse 1474 of the Purpa-i-tirattu there is no
doubt it reaches the level of excellence which distinguishes the
other verses, but as its source is not specially mentioned in the
original Manuscript there is the hesitancy to accept it as a
Mugiollayiram verse. Hereis the verse:

SpPar® SsiGeHll Ly areesr
wplar® mwsg SHEEn—AperTmeur
Ggersn aflerabarg Swwrad o wer
wararFwrT LIGPH LeuT.

(ur, Bau.) 3. wibw.

This verse has to go under the classification Pukal or Fame
in Porut-pal. It should be included in the division of Paptiyan
and obviously it sings the praise of the Pintiyan monarchy.

Sri N, Sethuraghunathan has added 22 more verses to the
Purai-t-tivaitu number in his edition. He has himself acknow-
ledged in his masterly preface that the only criterion of inclusion
of these additional verses is their resemblance to the genuine
ones. These 22 verses were taken from various commentaries as
they resembled the Muitolizyiram verses. But the authorship of
their original sources was not indicated by the editor. It
is a very interesting approach though scientifically it is
open to the criticism of lack of authenticity. In fairness to
Sri N. Sethuraghunathan most of the 22 verses are of high

o

2 ‘yohsedsp Quen ' adug 46058 Qeiyaied (1398) 11, 12-g4b Siser,
~—From the footnotes of Puga-i-tirotfu.
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level of excellence and could easily be fitted in. However, in
this edition those verses have been excluded pending establish-
ment of their veracity.

2. The probable period of its composition :

The problem of fixing the probable date of the work gets
more complicated than it would have been had it been a mere
lack of mention of the epoch as in most other works by the
following factors :

(i) While it purports to be a high class panegyric combin-
ning Akam and Puram elements in its artistry it just leaves the
student with the need to guess who the appropriate recipients of
the praises could have been. A

(ii) The authorship is also any body’s guess. ~There is no
doubt that the work must have been produced by a master-mind
fit to be ranked with any of the authors of the Akanandru and
Purananfru. It may also be classified with ample justification
that it is the best application of many Akam and Puram motifs
evolved by the Tamil grammarians of the classical age, particu-
larly Tolkappianar.

(iii) If the Payiram (Preface) of the work had been saved, it
would perhaps have thrown at least indirect light.

(iv) The invocatory part of the work too helps very little,
because only one verse has been saved and like the first stanza of
Tirukkural it poses difficult question even as to the true religion
of the author, though tentatively the belief has been hazarded
that he must have been a follower of Saivism. This belief is the
basis of the separate section on the religion of Muttollayivam.

However, the style and the composition of the work leave
very little doubt as to its being a product of the pre-Pallavan
period. The Venpa metre of the classical age is patent, and can
be easily distinguished from the more sophisticated Venpa of later
times, partaking not infrequently of the character of light folk
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verses, sgerificing profundity of wisdom and meaning s:mt tye aifar
of Ménai (alliteration) and Etukai (rhyme). T.he genuine imprint
of the classical style can be easily identiﬁe.d in every one of the
verses. On grounds of close literary iden’uty with the works of
the last Cankam the work has to be assigned to a pre-Pallavan
period. It is to be noted that there is no reference to any

Pallavan in the work.

Let us fake the other pieces of internal evidence into con-
sideration. The work is designed as an exposition of Akam and
Puram motifs within a series of panegyrics on the three crowned
heéés of the Tamil country. It was only in the pre-Pallavan age,
particularly in the age of the last Cankam, that the three domi-
nions existed side by side as three jewels on the ornament of
Tamijakam. The early literature very often refers to the three
crowned heads together, in fact to the extent of its becoming
+ by-word ‘Mutiyutai mavéntar’, It was a unique political
co-existence in which even if there were political differences,
certain objections became the common objectives of all the
monarchies. Tamil poets had some kind of a diplomatic immu-
nity in exercise of which they moved from kingdom to kingdom
secking royal patronage. Even during times of war, this immu-
nity was not in any way affected. If anything, it enabled them
to assume the role of emissaries of peace. The three crawned
heads in combination had been the theme of many verses of the
Cankam age. It was not improper for a poet to owe allegiance
and express gratitude to all the three monarchs, whatever was his
nationality in the modern sense.

The Muttollayiram is perhaps the single longest of the works
dedicated to the three crowned heads on the basis of equal respect
and regard for each ; obviously the author must have enjoyed the
patronage of the three rulers, The political trinity of the Tamil
country ceased to exist in that situation of glorious co-existence
after the Pallavan rule had been established. '

The “ trinity concept in Tamil politics was very much
more than the mere accident of three different dynasties sitting
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on three different thrones in three different capitals. There were
certain common purposes which all the three strove to achieve ;
and certain traditions had been developed by which politics was
subordinated to higher goals. For instance, each of the three
rulers vied with the others in promoting Tamil learning.  All the
three worked to preserve the cultural individuality expressed by
the term ‘Tamilakam’ which, though patently a geographical
concept, signified the cultural uniqueness of the region presided
over by them.

The Muttoliayiram does not mention names of kings directly,

The Paptiya, the Cola and the Cera are to be recognised by the
references to the special characteristics of the country and by

their honorific titles. However, there is one name which while

normally to be understood as a general title applicable to all the

early Colas was also the name of a Cgla king. Verse No. 87 refers

to Nalaskilii. It is well known that there was a Csla king by

name Nalankilli and instead of taking Nalankilli as a title of every,
Cola king it will be better to consider it as the name of a king.

Prof. P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar places Nalankilli after Karikalan.

He would guess that Nalankilli was the immediate successor of

Karikalap. Here is a verse of Kovar kijar in praise of Nalankilli.

“ As amongst the objects of human life wealth and pleasure come

after dharma. So the two umbrellas, those of the Ceran and the

Pantiyan, come after your single umbrella. Desiring that your

fame should rise high like the white moon you are spending all

your time in military camps. Your elephants, the tips of whose

tusks have been blunted by battering the fort walls of your
enemies, are having no rest. Your soldiers who wear the bracelets
of heroes are always eager for war do not hesitate to march to

the enemies’ distant territories situated in the middle forests.
Your horses first stay in the battle fields where the war festival is
celebrated and so frcm the eastern ocean right round till the
white waves of the western ocean wash their hoofs. The kings of
the northern region are watching with sleepless eyes and are
trembling with fear,”*

3. Puyam--31.



viil

Nalankilli had perhaps to be fighting throughout h1s reign.
He must have been ruling for many years, with Kaviri-p-pum-
pattinam as his capital as is evident from Pugam. verse 30.
Nalakilli’s period was a period of dual mm.larchy in the Cola
country, the capital of the second kingdom being U;a:yi?r‘ One
is not quite certain if Nalaokilli had to reside in Kﬁvm—p-pﬁfnj
pattigam having lost Uraiyar to Netuskilli or if both Netusakilli
and he were occupying two different thrones in two different
capitals. It is clear that Nalankilli had to fight against Netunkilli.
Maybe he could recover or annex (whichever was the case)
Uraiydr, and give it the status of primary capital. The
Muttollayiram mentions Urantai (Uraiyar) as the Cola capital,
and the inference is that Nalankilli took it from Netunkilli.

The titles of the Cgla king mentioned in the work are
Kokkilli, Cempiag, Uranaiyar-ko, Pupnal Natan and Kavirinir
Natagn. These titles while generally applicable to all the early
Colas seem to refer to Nalankilli in particular, Nalankilli is the
subject matter of a larger number of verses in the Puram than
most other Cala rulers except Karikalan.! The verses give the
following information about him: He was a great poet. He
destroyed the seven walls of the Pantiyan kingdom and planted
his tiger-banuner.  He besieged and took Uraiytir which had been
in the possession of a kinsman of his. He was the elder brother
of Mavalattan. His other names were Cstcenni, Putpakai and
Térvepkilli. His enemy was Netunkilli. Those who sang in his
praise were Uraiylr Mutukkannan Cattanar, Kovar kijar and
Alattir kilar.® )

The date of Nalankilli has to be fixed after Karikalan
whose date itself is still wrapped in controversy; but allowing
some margin for the sake of a liberal estimate of his age,
Nalankilli may be asciibed to the third century A.D. This

would roughly correspond to the period immediately after the
Carikam age.

4. He is praised in 14 verses.
5. Puram verses—327 to 33,

4. He is praised in 14 verses.
5. Puram verses—27 to 33,
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That the Muttollayivam could have been a Cankam work no
one can doubt if pattern and literary excellence should have been
the criteria. But in the traditional list of Cankam works the
work is not mentioned. Of course, the traditional list itself is
still not invested with any historicity. Those who listed certain
works as Cankam works must have depended upon a tradition
handed down from generation to generation.® The absence of
Muttollayiram in these lists may indicate that at the time the
tradition took shape Muffollzyiram had not been either written
or was not considered of a standard to be mentioned with the
other works. The Muttollayiram might have been a product of
the late third Cankam period, but not given the status of a
Cankam work. It is very difficult to fix the exact date of either
Nalankilli or Mutfoliayiram. And all that is possible is a shrewd
guess that the work must have been composed about the third

century A.D., and that in all probability the Csla king who
patronised the poet was Nalankilli.

Other internal evidences also point to the same belief. The
- Pallavan period was one of great religious upheaval, and the A}vars
and the Nayanmars had created a revolution in Tamil poetry.
The predominantly nature-based erotic poetry of the earlier age
taking its motifs from the realities of life was substituted by
purely religious poetry of a mystic nature. The history of
Tamil poetry from the Pallavan period is the story of how
religion became the dominant motive force in poetry. The
Muttollzyiram is far away from the mysticism of the poetry of the
Pallavan and the post-Pallavan epochs. It is not to say that
religion had no place in early poetry, but the religion of later
poetry was more complex, highly denominational and based on
the whole universe which the Agamas had unfolded. In contrast,
earlier poetry spoke of gods worshipped by the common folk
without the gods being too much involved in Purnic and other
legends. The Mutfollayiram mentins only the Mayon, the Seyon
and Siva,” The religion of the period was the simple faith in

6. Iraiyanar Kalaviyal—Sitra—1. Commentary . p. 57,
7. Verse—18, 19,20 : -
2
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- ing god. There are only a few references to Purznic
deféi)f:sr,vgii fhfy would seem to be the first exotic influences
on the simple Tamil religion and their numbers wer.e not so many
as to bewilder the readers. DBut in the post-Cankam or in the
Pallavan age after the Sanskritic influences became so.pro_nounced
as to dilute the true elements of Tamil culture, Tamil .hteratur'e
began to reflect those influences as the result of w?nch Tamil
life itself was greatly affected. Thus literature ar‘xd life became
interrelated. Therefore, it is easy to separate the literature of' the
post-Cankam age and that of the Cankam age. The Mutioligyiram
is far from mystical. Religious doctrines do not overwhelm or
dominate the work. Therefore, it can be asserted that the

Muitolfayiram is a work of the period immediately following the

third Carnkam if not of the last Cankam period itself.

Excepting Nalankilli no other historical king is mentioned.
Kakkotai is another name found in the work and there is no
doubt that it is a Cera name, but it is not possible to identify the
Céra king with this alias. A Koakkatai is in the list furnished by
Sri N. Sivaraja Pillai and assigned to the second century A.D.
Without trying to be final on the identification of the three

patrons of the author of the poem, we have discussed this question
elsewhere,

From another angle related to internal evidence scholars may
be inclined to assign the work to the fifth or the sixth century A.D.
Some grammarians see in the use of the ‘yel”’ terminal in a
compound word like ‘aliyanel’ ‘tapsl’ etc., that it was defini-
tely a later grammatical development, because in the truly
classical anthologies this «ysl’ subjunctive suffix is not found.
Again the mention of the special names of a horse belonging to
the later Pantiyas, namely, ‘Kapavattam’ and that of the later
Cola ‘Patalam’ would lead one to accept a later date to this
work. But the grammatical convention referred to might have
been initiated much earlier or by the author of the M. uttollayivam
himself. The influence of the Muttollzyivam can be distinctly

8. Sivarajs Pillai, K, N.: The Clronology of the. Barly Tamils,

¢
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seen in the works of Periyalvar, Antal and Tiruttakka Tavar. As
regards the internal evidence furnished by the names of the horse
it is not a very serious problem because one is not quite sure when
‘Kapavattam’ and ‘Pitalam’ really originated and the surmise is
not farfetched that we have only the later use of these two special
concepts while in truth they might have been evolved centuries
earlier, a point not corroborated because of the absence of all the
early works except the Mutfollzyiram using them.

3. The probable length of the work :

The problem as to the length of the work appears the easiest
because of the seemingly self-explanatory character of the title.
Muitollayiram literally means ‘ three nine hundreds.” It is simple
arithmetic that three nine hundreds make two thousand seven
hundred.  Therefore, the Muftollzyiram must have contained
2700 verses in three parts of 900 each. But the problem is not
so simple, as scholars have raised interesting issues on the arith-
metical import of the title itself: Is it three nine hundreds, or
is it nine hundred on three subjects ? The ¢ Mut’ prefix meaning
‘ M@nru’ or ‘ three’ may go immediately with © Toll[dyiram’ as
such a mathematical convention was quite common in poetical
composition. For example, ‘ Pattotaru-nGrayiram’ (vg@srry
mepiro)® The hymns of the Nilayiram are full of such
poetical handling of arithmatic, and the end of each decad has an
arithmetical computation in such a form.

There are, however, those that believe that the work must
have contained only nine hundred verses, possibly three hundred
to each one of the crowned heads. Sri N. Scthuraghunathan is
the best representative of this point of view. The three’ before
‘ nine hundred ' refers to the Pantiyan, Colan and Ceran. This
view receives good sustenance from a sGtra whose substance
is as follows:

“An en ceyyul (a poem named with reference to the
number of its verses) is a poem in which the glory

9. FKalinkattu.p.parapi—Verse 198.
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of a hero is sung in verses numbering from ten to one
thousand.” *°

As the commentary of the siitra defines the word ennale
(7atr@Cev) as numbering from ten to one thousand evidently on
an established convention, no en ceyyul was normally longer than
1000 verses. Viewed in this light the Muttollayiram must have
been a poem in 900 verses only and not 2700 verses. Any further
doubt in this regard is removed by an explicit statement in the
commentary in which Muitollgyiram is mentioned by name as an
example of an en ceyyul.” Another poem of the same length was
called drumpai-i-tollayiram (g@oeus @grorerrudrid).

As between the two views, one cannot choose with any
assurance of being precise. But in the present state of our know-
ledge it seems wise to accept the criterion furnished by the sitra
referred to already and accept the position that the original poem
was in 800 verses. Apart from the need to be fortified by the
clear data for postulating any definite theory the Muttollayiram
might not have been such a voluminous work. If it had been S0,
it would have been preserved in the memory of the succession of
generations that followed its composition in a much better manner
than is its present lot. Many times the present 108 or 109 verses
could have been salvaged if the work had been in 2700 verses,

To conclude this section, it seems proper to interpret the
the title as the 900 verses in praise of the three crowned kings,
the ‘Manru’ referring to the Pantiyan, Cslan and Csran and not
multiplying nine hundred,

4. The question of authorship :

The name of the autbor is not mentioned either within the
body of the work as it is available, or by the commentators who
have made use of this work for illustrative purposes. There are,
however, two or three hints about the identity of the author.

10. liakhape Vilakkam—Sitra 477 and its commentary,
11, Ibid—commentary,
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First, he may have been a saivite by religion ; * second, he was a
very good student of the classics like Tolkappiam and Tirukkural ;
third, he lived amidst the realities of the epoch in which the
ideals of marriage portrayed in Akam works were not mere
figments of poetic imagination, but integral aspects of the social
~ situation. From these the authorship may be guessed as
associable with a great poet, possibly one who is already known
by name through his other works. A comparison of the style of
this work with some of the Cankam works is one way of identify-
ing the author, But no one has so far attempted this kind of
identification.

Sri N. Sethuraghunathan, however, would see similarities
between the characteristics of Nakkiratsva Nayanpar’s poetry and
those of the Muiiollmyiram in his very learned discussion of this
question of authorship. He leads us to the belief that Nakkira-
teva Niyanar might himself have been the author of Muttol~
layiram. Nakkiratseva Nayapar was the author of Kailaipati
Antadi-Kalattipati Aniadi and Tirvu-iyikoymalai Elupatuw. The
learned scholar thinks that Nakkiratéva Nayanar’s genius shows
itself to a little extent in these two small works and the
Muttolla yiram must have been the fruit of his maturity.®

We have nothing to say against the logic of the scholar’s
discussion. As he has stated, it is not uncommon for poets in
their mature major works to write elaborately on themes which
they have handled in a perfunctory manner in their minor works,
But it is not scientific to identify the author of a major work
purely by the identity of thinking and verbal expression. The
parallelisms between the Mutfollayivam and the minor works of
Nakkirateva Nayanar in thought and expression cannot be
matters of dispute. But Nakkiratéva Nayanar who was a latter-
day worthy might have been deeply influenced by the Muttol-
layivam and the identity referred to above must have been the
product of such influence.

12." Verse—1.

13. Muitollgyiran (Sri N. Sethuraghunathan’s edition) —Introduction
p. 22. :
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At present certain cluss alone could be provided for further
research in regard to the question of authorship. The following
basic axioms must be accepted :

(i) The Muttoliayivam was not far removed from the
third Cankam period.

(i) It is not improbable that the Muitollayiram was a
product of the Cankam period.

(iii) The author had been brought up in the best literary
conventions of the Cankam age.

(iv) The literary motifs of the Muttollayiram stand apart
from the over-sophisticated complex motifs of the
Pallavan and the post-Pallavan epochs.

(v) The social and religious ideas and conventions detailed
in the work clearly belong to the pre-Pallavan age.

The author may be identfied from among the well-known
luminaries of the period in question. But the temptation to
shrewd guessing should be suppressed at all cost. Until more
verses are discovered and more direct evidence in regard of
authorship available, no surmise must be attempted. The
possible lines on which such a surmise can be made are given
here. The Purananuiru contains more than a dozen verses on
Nalankilli by poets like Uraiyur Mutukkannan Cattanar, Kovar
kilir and Alattdr kilar. Strangely enough, the Muttollayiram
mentions only one king by name and that is Nalankilli. A
comparison of the ideas in the verses specially in respect of the
military valour of Nalankilli, his cavalry and his elephantry with
the eulogistic verses of the Muttollayiram would easily lead one
to associate Mutlollayivam with one of the authors of the
Purananiiru verses mentioned already. But this superficial
identification is bound to lead to an unending controversy. The
Muttoliayiram is in Venpa metre of four lines for each verse. The
Puram verses are all in Asiriyappa metre with no fixed number
of lines, Though the Venpa was also among the four classical
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patterns, it is highly risky to simplify the thinking on author-
ship by making one of the panegyrists of Nalankilli the author of
the Muttollayiram.

These considerations prompt us to leave the question of
authorship open.

5. Historical and political snformation in the work:

It is a unique work on the three crowned heads by the same
author composed according to well-defined literary conventions of
panegyric poetry. From the verses available eleven themes have
been handled in respect of each king. May be the list is not
exhaustive and a few more themes originally handled by the
author have been lost to us. The following tabular column gives
the themes available in respect of each monarchy:

Serial No. Themes Pantivet GCojan Caran
(1 2 1)) 4 (5)
1 Natu (Dominion) i 1 1
2 Nakar {Capital city) 1 1 1
3 Tirai (Tribute by vassals) 2 i 1
4 Eyil kotal (Taking the fort) 1 — -
5 Kutirai Maram (Cavalry) i -

6 Yiapai Maram (Elephantry) 4 4
7 Kalam (Battle-field} 2 1
8 Pakai-p-pulam Palittal (Fool-hardi-
ness of the enemy censured) 2 1 2
9 Venri (Victory) p —_ =
10 Puka] (Fame) 8 2 2
i1 Kaikkilai (One-sided love) 34 19 12
Total ... 56 30 21

N.B.:— The numbers under columms 3, 4 and 5 refer to the
number of verses.

14. They are Venps, Asirivappa, Kealipps and Vafcippa (vide Yap.
parzmkala.k.kﬁr'ikai»—z1.} :
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The concepts mentioned above have distinct meanings in the
culture of the ancient Tamils. Itis perhaps worth our while to
explain each concept :

Naiu: Thisis a conventional approach to'the treatment of
the country under the rule of the hero. The description of the
country as a literary convention was not unknown to many other
literatures including Sanskrit, but Tamil literature has this to
reveal : that among the themes most intimately to be associated
with the royal hero, a description of the countries’ special features
and prosperious situation is the most indispensable. ~We shall be
presently going into the characteristics of the three countries as
furnished by the Muttollayiram.

Nakar : Closely connected with the country isits capital,
The theme of the capital was also common to other literatures,
There are other works of the Tamil classical age dealing with the
three capital cities. The Pattina-p-palas is completely devoted to
Kaviri-p-pim-pattinam. The Maturai-k-kasics is literally a song
of Maturai, though purporting to be an eulogy of Netuficeliyan it
is in fact a detailed description of the capital city. The Céra
capital has no separate poem, butits glories have been sung in
a number of works. The glory of the capital in the Tamil
literary convention symbolised justice, peace, prosperity and
happiness.

Tiras: The practice of paying a tribute to the overlord was
well-known in the Tamil country. <Tirai’ and ‘Kappam’ are
pure Tamil concepts. This should indicate an independent
evolution of the practice in the Tamil country. The system of
levying a tribute was a civilised approach to the treatment of the
vanquished by the victorious. Wholesale annexation of territories
was resorted to as a political expediency only if the continuation
of the rule of the vanquished enemy should spell danger to the
sovereignity of the victor., But where the domineering king
assertedj his’might to ensure subordination of lesser rulers the
sovereign was content to leave the lesser rulers alone if they would
agree to paying a tribute,
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Eyil kotal: The practice of capturing the enemy fortress was
a universal antecedent to a major conflict. The ideal method in
literary convention in this regard is for a king to strike terror in
the enemy and make him fiee by the noise of the war drum with-
out there being any necessity for the shedding of blood.

Kutirat Maram: The techniques of the cavalry in action
are signified by this concept.

Yanai Maram: The action of the tuskers in battles must
have kindled poetic imagination to the extent of its becoming a
a popular motif in Puram poetry dealing with kings.

Kalam : It is the battle field. The battle fields were to the
Tamils places of great inspiration. The weird, bloody chaos
which is ordinarily associated with a battiefield is not what
classical Tamil poetry would say of a battle field. It was where
true heroism and chivalry were evidenced in unmistakable terms
by the gushing wounds on the breasts of the warriors. It was
where the highest ethics of war would be illusirated by the
postures of the dead. The battlefield was developed into a
favourite theme fit for lengthy treatment only from the nucleus of
this classical motif. The later Parani whose best example is the
Kalinkattu-p-parani of Jayankontin was a poem of the grim
battle field at the end of the war. It is not a poem of lament,
but a song of victorv. The Paranpi idea is to be traced to this
eariy literary convention.

Pakai-p-pulam Palitial . This is by way of impressing on
the obstinate vassals the consequences of insubordination and
defaulting in the pavment of tributes.

Venri: This is the achievement of the ultimate goal of
fighting. Victory in its true sense in Tamil was not the fulfilment
of a spirit of revenge. It was not sense of relief as a result of the
destruction of the foe. It was a realization that the war had
been just, that clean methods of warfare pursued and the ethics of
war had not been transgressed. Heroism was not restricted in its
application to the deeds of one’s own side, A heroic act of the

3



enemy soldier was admired as well as that of a soldier on omne’s
own side.*® Venri or Verri was in a sense the evaluation of how
the goal had been attained.

Pukal: The fame of a king is assessed with reference to his
paraphernalia and his royal symbols like the flower he wore.

Kaikkilai: The introduction of Kaikkilai, patently an Akam
motif, has been very cleverly done by the author of Muttollzyiram
perhaps to subserve two purposes: One, to provide himself scope
for showing his competence in handling the minutiae of Akam
poetry; another is to link the Puram concept of Puka] with an
apparently unrelated Akam motif. Kaikkilai is the emotional
condition attendant on unreciprocated love, The victims to this
condition have an escape technique in giving oral expression to
their love and also their true admiration of the objects of their
love. The intention is not to make such an expression to lead to
a union through wedlock with the beloved. Itis just to remove a
load from the mind.

All the themes explained above can be located in the
Tolkappiam. That the author of the work must have been a
good student of Tolkzppiam cannot be disputed. The Tolkappiam
motifs relating to Puram have been elaborated and explained in a
number of latter day grammarians, but the best codification of
these motifs seems to be contaiued in the Pura-p-porul Venpa
Malai of Ayyandritanar reputedly a descendant of the Caras.
Those who classified the verses of Purananiri, Tirukkural and
and Cila-p-patikaram by linking them with Puram motifs wher-
ever appropriate, were guided by the Pura-p-porul Venba Mali.
It is not improbable that the Muttollayiram too drew on the
Pura-p-porul Venpa Mali for the selection of the motifs in their
relevance to a praise of the three crowned heads.

Puram is such a comprehensive connotation even in its
application to the activities of the royalty and the ten motifs
excluding Kaikkilai extant could not be considered as the only

15. Verse~13.
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ones selected by the author. We are not also quite sure if the
original work contained divisions on the basis of the different
Puram motifs with equal number of wverses in each as im
Tivukkural or Nalagiyar. There is every room to guess that the
work was more Akam in character than Puram and as it was
intended only to sing the praises of the three monarchies the
Puram motifs had been pressed into service, monarchy itseif
being Puram theme par excellance. The emphasis is on the Akam
feature. It reflects the genius of the artistry of the poet that a
Puram theme could be made to subserve the purposes of Akam
presentation. There can be no disputing the point that the best
part of the work is Xaikkilal.

Now to the historical and political value of the poem. The
monarchies celebrated in the poem were the first great monarchies
in the Tamil country which substituted the petty chieftaincies
and paved the way for the latter day imperialistic pattern
in the Tamil country. Fach of these monarchies established
it sway over distinct parts of the Tamil Nad, named after
each for at least three hundred or four hundred years. Sri
K. N. Sivaraja Pillai whose excellent thesis “The Chronology
of the Early Tamils” has been unfortunately treaied as of little
value for purposes of research has taken the chronology of the
early Colas from 50 B.C. to 200 A.D.—irom Velian Tittan the
congueror of Uraiylr to Ko-c-Cenkanan. The Piantiyan chrone-
logy according to him is irom 1 AD. to 175 A.D.—~from
Netuficeliyan -1 to Ukkira-p-peruvaluti. The Csra chronology
extends from 25 B.C. to 200 A.D. If Sri K. N. Sivaraja Pillai
were to be our final authority, a beautiful sychronism can be
established and even a provisional theory as to the identity of the
patrons of the poet could be hazarded. Be it understood that
this discussion in no way alters the position earlier taken as to the
questien of identity of the patrons. All that is attempted here is
the presentation of the interesting point of view of a scholarly
historian.

We have earlier referred to the fact that only one ruler is
mentioned by npame viz Nalaakilli In trying to fix the
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This particular verse is very significant. Very rarely do we
come across posts demonstrating a fanatical love of Tamil
language. The author of the Mutiell@yiram compares Tamil to
the Kajappam flower garland fit to adorn the neck of the Pantiyan

as a garland of well-merited praises.

From this solitary reference to Murukap in the verses availa-
ble, it is not correct io come to any conclusion as fo the author’s
intimate religious predelictions.

Strangely enough, there are more references to Vignu in the
available verses than to Siva.® WMore over, the author seems to
revel in some of the well-known anecdotes of Vignu. Vignu is
treated both as NzrZyana and His manifestation as Krigna,

Among the Vispu anecdotes is the ome of Krisna playing
charioteer to Arjuna.” The stories of Krisna slaying the horse
demon (Kssi), performing pot-dance (kut-k-kuttu) and marrying
Nappitnai are introduced in the poets’ praise of the Pantiyan.®
The first story is that of Kamsa sending Kasi to slay Krispa. The
demon appears in the form of a horse before Krispa. The Lord
cleaves open the demon’s mouth and kills him. The second story
is about Banz imprisioning Aniruddha the grandson of Krigna to
keep him away from his daughter Usa. Krispa dances his way
into the prison and rescues his grandson. He shows his skill as a
pot-dancer. This anecdote is mentioned in a number of Tamil
works like the Cila-p-patikaram, Nacciyar Tirumoli, Siriya
Tiramatal and Periya Tirumoli.

The third story viz., the mnappmmpar sIory 1s pecuuariy
Tamilian in its flavour. The aspirant to the band of this girl is
required to engage in some kind of a Matador adventure, the
difference being it is one bull in Spain plus a money prize,
but seven bulls in the Nappuonnai story plus Nappinpai hereself.
Krispa subdues the seven infuriated bulls and takes the hand of
Nappinnai.

31. VYerse—19, 20.
32, Verse—19.
33, Verse—20.



xxXxi

In the light of these ideas culled from the work we have only
to reiterate that in the early period an eclectic spirit influenced
one’s approach to religion and there was absclutely no denomina-
tional thinking. God was God whether called by the name of
Siva or Tirumzl

Perhaps a word may be said about the influence of animistic
ideas in the work. No doubt even by the time the Cankam works
took shape deism had started substituting animism, but nature had
such hold on the author’s of poems that they continued to draw
on her and give her all importance. The Mustollayiram is by no
means a spiritual work. Barring the invocation, God is utilized
only for puposes of comparison. Throughcut the work there are
elements of the persistent animistic creed which is proof again
of a pre-Pallavan age for this work.

8. A NOTE ON KAIKKILAI

This work is of peculiar interest as combining history, and
literature. The author’s objective was perhaps to present Akam
in the garb of Puram. All the Puram motifs handled by the poet
stand apart from the Akam motif Kaikkilai. In a sense, this
work is two works in one. If all the Kaikkilai verses were pulled
out and presented separately, they would constitute a separate
and complete work. The approack to Kaikkilai has to be
different from that to the Puram themes. The Puram themes
deal with reality up to a point and there is some historical infor~
mation in them. In other words, they are informative, not
absolutely smaginative.

As regards the Kaikkilai part, it is nothing but a series of
stories of frustrated one-sided love in the usual pattern of
Kaikkilai poetry. It is not necessary to go into a detailed
analysis of the Kaikkilai portions, because there is nothing very
unusual about our poets’ handling of this motif. It is out and
out emotional material based on the psychology of separation.
Though different girls seem to be involved in the business as
victims to one-sided lcve, the emotional ramifications could hawve
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easily occurred to a single girl. Later poets developed the idea
as though the response to the king’s physical presence on
the part of members of the fair sex was different for different
ages and stages and thus was evolved the Ule type of
literature.

Though the grammar of Akam had been fully developed in
the early period, illustrations of Kaikkilei had been very few.
The 4kananiru, the best anthology of Akam has not much in
respect of this condition of unresponded one-sided panting for the
lover. Even in the other Akam works like Narrinai, Kuruntokai,
Ainkurun@ru the pure Kaikkilai verses could be counted on the
fingers. Perhaps the largest number of verses ever written on
Kaikkilai were those written by the author of the Mutlollayiram
who, we may suspect, started with sincere Puram intentions and
ended up as the most fertile specialist in Kaikkilai, the three
crowned heads coming in handy as the non-responding (innocent)
hero,

The moral issue arising out of a girl falling in love with a
person whoim she is not likely to marry relates to the appropriate-
ness of as girl giving her heart away to another without knowing
his intention. There is also the unintentional sin of the hero who
does not respond for the simple reason that he does not at all
know about a girl loving him in secret. '

It must understood that Kaikkilai has a greater purpose than
picturing a few helpless girls or lads in the throes of their unreci-
procated love experiences. The true purpose of Kaikkilai is to
lead one from lower passions to a realization of divine bliss. The
purpose of Cirrippam is to lead to Perinpam. Otherwise the
human inspite of his six senses will still be at the bestial level.
Panting for the Lord is an exalted extention of Kaikkilai.

In this connection, we may refer to another classical'idea,
‘Matalerutal’. In this the obstinate lover whose advances are
not heeded to by a girl mounts the Matal made of palmyra
leaves. It is to attract public notice and secure public
intervention.
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Both the Kaikkilai and the Matal were made to serve their
exalted purposes in the latter day writings of the Nayanmars
and Alvars. God as Nayaka and the devotee as Nayika was
how Kaikkilai got itself retrieved from mere frustrated love
of a maiden. The Matals of Tirumankai Alvar® were the
pardonable threats of a devotee that he would mount the Matal
if God would not respond. In the Matal the person threateni.ng
imagines himself a woman, but were never to mount the Matal.
However, in the concept of Nayaka-Nayika idea, the devotee
was always the woman and God the man. In philosophical terms,
this connotes the Jivatma-Paramatm3 relationship.

34. The Matal is stated to be the palmyra stem which the lover
rides in order to make public the love that he bears in acutest
form. The poem on this aspect is named Matal. For details,
vide Ilakkapa Vilakkam—sutra 857 ; Tolkappiam - Porulatikaram—
sutra 54 ; Tiruhkural ciap. 114; and Kuyuntokai—verse 17.
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