














Cuionial G.Ettlesiaﬁtf:al Catabligbment:

BEING A

BRIEF VIEW

OF THE BTATL OF THR

COJL.ONIES OF GREAT BRITAIN,

AND OF HER
ASIATIC EMPIRE,

IN RESIVECT TO

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION:

PREFACED BY

S50ME CONSIDERATIONS

ON 1IE

NATICNAL DUTY OF AFFORDING IT.
e ——

TO WIICH I2 ADDED,

A SKETCH

ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT FOR BRITISH INDIA.

HUMBLY SUBMITTED TO THE CONSIDERATION OF
THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT,

BY THE

REV. CLAUDIUS BUCHANAN, D.D.

GATE VICE-PROVOST OF THE COLLEGE OF FORT WILLIAM 1IN LENGAL, AND
MEMBER OF THE ASIATIC 30CIFTY.

LONDON:
PIINTED FOR CADELL AND DAVIES, IN THE STRAND,

1813.






CONTENTS.

Pape

TUHF Law of God recognised by a Christian Legislature.—
To what Nation chiefly belongs the Duty of” extending
Christianity at thistime . . .. .. ... .. e e

That duty recognised by Rome for many ages.—Twperfectly
executed—"Taught Christianity without the Bible—Col-

lege ¢ de propagands Fide”™ o 0. .00 e
“The responsihility of propagating Christianty devolves on
Groat Brutain . . .. ... ..., e s raue e

I -
The pice of Providence, m the Course of Pveuts, culls
oreat Brituin to the undertaking.— A sunoitaneous cffort
v yall Chnsuan nations to exiend Christiaunty. . . ., .

THE MEANS OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY,

Lthree ; viz.

i. Relylous Missions.—The three Socicties of the Church
of Englaud for propagating the Gospel. . . . . . . ...
2. Trapslations and new Editions of the Scriptures—OurUni-
versities urged to renew their exertions, at the present
time, as to this mode of extending the knowledge vfthe
Revelation ot God . . . . . .. .. ... o ...
3. Extension of the National Church.—Scurcely any eaten-
sion of our C'hurch fur 250 years- In that period oul
temporal dominion estended over a great part of the
world . . ... ... ... o,

A GENERAL COLONTAL ECCLESIASTICAL ESTA-
BLISHMENT.

West Indies, Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Ceyvlon, South Africa,
and New South Wales.—A Represcntative of the Church

10

13

16



CONTENTS.

Papr”’
of inferior dignity at Java, Isles of Mauritius and Bour- *
« bon, West Africa,and Malta . .. ... ..... e ... 33
The office of Confirmation appears to be rencunced in our
foreign dominions . . ... ................ 40

Lﬂerary Representatives of Christianity to be stationed in
diflerent countrics ; as Greek Islands, Lesser Asia, Syria,
Abyssiia, Erivan, Bagdad, &c.. . . . ... . .. 42

Existing Missions of all denominations in the Bl‘lhﬁh duml-
nions abroad.—Not the Church of Englang, but other
denominations of Christians, who are forming the reli-
gion 1n the British foreign dominions . . .. ...... 48

WEST INDIES.

Have a prior claim to the East, on the attention of Britain,—
Moral state of the Slaves.—Admirable Effects of Chris-
tianity on many Slaves . ., ..., ... ... ... ... 58

State of the Church of England in the West Indies, in regard
to 1ts efficicncy as an instrument of instructinggthe
people . . ... ... ... .. ... D‘ o6

Mulattos—-The half-cast race in the E'r-at 'md ‘u"r est Indies, ﬁ'l“ -

- the most degraded state.—Their case must come at la%.
before Parliament.—The local governments incompetent
to provide a remedy against their increase and degrada-
tionn . . . . C 8 B e e e e e e e e e e e m e e . « 07

Instruction of thL N egroes by Missionaries . . . ... . .. 66

Edict concerning Teachers of Christianity in Jamaica.—Mis-
slonaries 1mprisoned.—1tevoked by his Majesty . . . . . 72

Second Edict, in 1807.—3Slaves to be whipped for praying
or singing Psalms—Ilevoked by his Majesty.—The vp-
position to the mstruction of Sluves still maintained—
Requires the witerference of the Legislature . . . . . . . Ti

EAST INDIES:

Attention of Legislature first due to Native Christians, under

our dominion . . .., ., . e e e 84
Ceylon.—Three Iundred and Forty-two Tho uaaud PI‘ﬂlL‘stﬂ.ﬂt
Christians, and only three English Chaplains . . . . . . 85

Java—may become the instrument in our hands of extend-
ing and confinning pure Christianity in the Pacific
Ocean. . . .. T | 1

R



CONTENTS,
Pape

Nacive Christians in India, of all denominations: Nine Hun-
dred Thousand in number : destitute, in general, of the -
Charter of their Faith.—As being children of the State,
legislative provision ought to be made for supplying
them, as is done to the Christians at home.—Syrian
Christians.—Romish Syro-Christians.—Fatal effects to
a Church, resulting from the loss of the Bible.—Example
to the Roman Catholics in our sister island . . . . ... 88
Hindostan.—Civilization of Hindostan ought to be the chief
and ultimate object of our maintaining empire in that
country.—The commonly received maxim, ¢ That the
tranquil enjoyment of commerce, is «lone a justifiable
ultimate object,” shewn to be utterly repugnant to re-
vealed Religion, to Charity, and to Humanity.—DBishop
of Oxford's Appeal to Britain in 1762, “ to send the Go-
spel wherever she sends her sword.” . . .. .. .. ... 07
Political Considerations.—The diffusion of Christianity In
India, favourable to the perpetuity of our empire in that
COUNLEY . . . L o i s it e v e e s s n e e e v - v wo 103
The dif’:.—.[siun of Christianity not obnoxious to the Natives,
vy - -4» divided people in religion. Missionaries of various
_~cts, Christian, Mahometau, Brahminical, and Bood-
hist, have existed among them for time immemorial . . 108
Advantage of a Religious Estublishment to the British
SoldierinIndia . .. ... ................ 111
Disaffection of the TroopsinIndia . ., ... ....... . 114
The Christian education of the persons sent to govern India
rarely perfected.—Why some Christians who have been
long in India, oppose the introduction of Christianity . 115
Church and State desmembered inIndia . . .. .. ... ... 118
Moral Considerations—The interference of Parliament re-
guired to interrupt sanguinary practices, affecting Auman
Life. While we wait for the promulgation of Chris-

tianity, lives are taken away . . . . . .. f e e e e 120
The Murder of Childven . . .. .. ... . ... ... ... 191
The Burning of Women . . . . . .. R 1%
Revenue derived from Idclatry .. . . . ... .. ... . . . 183
Conclusion . ........ ... .. ... . .. ... .... 137

s

NOTE. The PREACHING OF THE cross, the ordamed Means
ot ConversionInevery Age. . . ., .. ... ......141



CONTENTS.

SKETCH oF AN ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT

FOR

BRITISH INDIA,

Page

Estimate of proposed Establishment . . . .. ... ... .. 145
Total number of Protestants under the British Government

N ASIE . . . . o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 15¢

Observations on the particular departments of the pro-
posed Tstablishment ; viz.
1. The Bishop.—Fxpediency of the Ofticc.—Character and

duties of the Bishop . . . .. e e .. e e e e 154

8. The Archdeacon . .. . ... .. .. .. ... ... 160
3. Buropcan Chaplains . . . . ... ... ... ....... 161
4. Country Chaplains . . . . . Gt e e st e s 162
5. Catechists and Schoolmasters .. . .. . ... ... ... 164
6. Colleges for sacred Learning . . . . .. ..., .. ~ . . 165
7. Gencral Observations on the proposed Estab!islmmn'rf; . 16T
8. Ofthe Halfcastsinindia . . ... ... ........ oL
9. Disposition of Chaplains at the Stations . . . . .. ... 177
10. Building ChurchesinIndia . . . . . | | . e e 181
11. Chaplains for India Ships . . . ... . .. o . L, .. 186

APPENDIX.

Calculation of the Number of English Protestants in India . 139

NOTL,

Resolutions of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge 103



ADVERTISEMENT.

THE facts contained in the following pages
chiefly claim attention, as being derived from
communications published by Members of
the Imp :rial Parliament, or as having been
ah-ady authenticated by oflicial sanction, or
as being otherwise of such geneml notoriety
that their existence may be readily ad-
mitted.






A BRIEF VIEW,

- -
et e =t

THE LAW OF GOD RECOGNISED BY A CHRISTIAN

LEGISLATURE.

THERE are two laws recognised by a nation
professing the Christian religion, viz. The Law
of God, and the Law of the Land. It is the
true glory of a nation, when, while the people
obey with faithful hearts the Law of the Land,
enacted by the wisdom of their legislators, they
behold the instructive example of the legislators
themselves obeying the Law of Gop. In what
respects that law demands the attention of an as-
seinbly about to.engage in legislating for the meral®
and social intcrests of a great portion of mankind,
1s an inquiry which, we doubt not, will experience
the indulgence ofe the Imperial Parliament, and
meet the wishes of a great part of the nation at
this time,
B <



THE DUTY OF A CHRISTIAN NATION TO PROPAGATE
CHRISTIANITY.

Tre general duty of Great Britain at this junc-
ture, in relation to Christianity, is to be collected
from the answer which shall be given to the fol-
lowing question—

‘“ To what church or nation, 1n particular, does
‘“ Providenccappear to have committed the charge,
“‘at this time, of extending the Religion of Christ?”

To cxtend that religion is the duty of all
churches. But, of these, some one will probably
possess, In a greater degree than the rest, the
" means and power of promoting it

That such a duty 1s obligatory on a Christian
nation, seems unquestionable. Let us look into
the Law of God. The blessed Author of our
Religion delivered the following solemn charge
to his disciples, just before his Asceunsion.

“ All power is given unto me in heaven and in
“ earth., Go ye, thercfore, and teach all nations ;
» *“ baptizing them 1a the name of the I'ather, and of
““‘the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them
‘‘to observe all things whatsoever 1 have com-
*“manded you. And, lo, I am with you ALwAY,
““even unto the cnd of the world, Amen.”

It appears then, that, when our Saviour said,
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““ And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
‘““ end of the world,” he meant to say, “ I am with
““my Church alway unto the end of the world ;”
and that the charge, here addressed to his disciples,
i3 intended for his church to the end of time.

In obedience to the Divine command, the Apo-
stles went forth, and the church founded by the
Apostles sent forth preachers, ¢ to teach all na-
‘““tions;”’ and the heavenly mission was continued
with unremitting zeal and success, until the
doctrine of the Gospel began to be corrupted.
This corruption took place at a very early period;
but the event was predicted, and became of itself
an evidence of the truth of Christianity. It was
not foretold that Christianity should be abolished,
but that it should be corrupted®. But the resto-
ration of Christianity to its first PURITY was,
in like manner, predicted : and we have seen the

* «« Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
¢ times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
“ seducing spirits and doctrines of devils; forbidding to
““ MARRY, and commanding to abstain from MEATS, which
“ God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of
“ them which believe and know the truth.” 1 Tim. iy. 1?

¢ This know also, that, in the last days, perilous times
¢ shall come: for men skall be—lovers of pleasures mere
“ than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but deny-
“ ing the power théreof ;—men of corrupt minds, reprobate
** concerning the faith. But they sHALL PROCEED NO
““ FURTHER,” 2 Tim. 11. 19,
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accomplishment of this last event. The com-
pletion of the Divine prediction adds a new
confirmation to our faith, and at the same time
awakens solicitude 1n regard to our dufy at this
cra. ~ ! |

From a review of the whole course of history
relating to the Church, this conclusion may be
drawn—That, in regard to purity of doctrine, the
cfficiency of Christianity to contend with the
principles of Paganism, is as great, if not greater,
at this time, than it has been at any one period
since the second century.

But our Saviour did not merely deliver a
charge to his Charch, enjoining it *“ to teach all
‘““nations;” he also encouraged its exertions by
foretelling the rrECcTs. The following are the
terins of this remarkable prediction, and they
"cannot fail to arrest the attention of cvery man
who is acquainted with recent events :

““ And this Gospel of the kingdom sHALL be
‘“ preached in aArLL the world, for a witness to
‘““ ALL nations.”

From this prediction of Christ, from his posi-
tive injunction, and from the example of the
Apostolic Church, we deduce satisfactory evi-
dence of the truth of this ‘proposition: ‘It is
the duty of a Christian nation to propagate Chris-

tianity, as long as any nation shall be found upon
earth which is ignorant of it.”



THE DUTY OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY RECOG-
+ NISED BY ROME FOR MANY AGES.

Tue Church of Rome, assuming that she was
the chief church of Christ upon earth, continued
for many ages to obey the plain and unquestion-
able injunction of our Saviour. But she did not
obey the injunction fully. She only executed one
part of it. She “ baptized the nations in the
‘“ name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
““ Ghost ; ” but she did not *“ teach them to ob-
““ serve all things whatsoever Christ had command-
““ed.” She taught Christianity without the Bible.
But the Christian Religion 1s so truly divine, and
so replete with moral excellency, that it is often
embraced, even where it is only partially taught.
For example, those nations in the East, into
which it was carried by the Romish Church, ex-
perienced its civilising efficiency, even though the
profession of it was little more than nominal.
The Church of Rome,.however, did not, ory
send her preachers into different nations; she
translated also the Holy Scriptures, and printed
new editions in various languages. The gift of
tunrrues had ceased 1n the Church, and 1t was
necessary that there should be an acquired know-
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ledge of tongues, and new translations of the Bible.
The College ¢ de propaganda Fide” may justly
be accounted the chief ornament and boast of
the Romish Church. The Translations, Scrip-
tural Dictionaries, Concordances, (Grammars, and
new Editions of the Bible, which issued from that
College, and from other sources under the patron-
age of Rome, have acquired for that church a
renown, of which the equity of enlightened nations
will ncver permit them todeprive her®. But though
she thus translated thc Scriptures, it was not

* I1 1s to be lamented, that the just abhorrence in these
kingdoms of the doctrinal corruptions of Rome, should
have so greatly perverted our judgment in estimating her

‘works and character in other respects. The prejudices of

illiterate men have no limit. 'That Rome so did, or so
said, is sufficient to condemn the word and the deed, though
both may be perfectly agreeable to Seripture, to reason, to
antiquity, and to common sense. We ought to remember,
that God has been pleased, in many things, to do honour
to the Church of Rome: He lias made her the instrument
of planting churches throughout the world (of which those in
these kingdoms arc some), and of transiating the Scriptures,
and publishing numerous editions in various languages ;
and Ke has raised up within her pale great and good men,
who lived and died in her communion. The argument of
the Apostle Paul, when soliciting some respect for the Jews
is here admissible,—* Of whom are the Fathers,” It bhas
pleased God to do honour to the corrupt Church of Rome,
even as lie honoured the wicked Jewish nation, ¢ to whom

"¢ were comniitted the Qracles of God.”



RECOGNISED BY ROME, o

for the people that she translated them. Now,
however, these her translations and new editions,
in various tongues, may become, by the provi-
dence of God, the instruménts of enlightening
nations, through the means of churches which
separated from her communion.
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‘ THE RESPONSIBILITY*OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY
IIAS DEVOLVED ON GREAT BRITAIN.

PurEe doctrine has been restored to the Church;
and, together with it, Providence has also blessed
our times with a better knowledge of the princi-
ples of just rcasoning, and of religious foleration,
than has existed at any period since the first pro-
mulgation of Christianity.

Under such circumstances, the question above
proposcd becomes one of the most important that
can be offered to the attention of a Christian peo-
ple; “ To what church or nation does it appcar
that Providence bath chicfly assigned the duty of
extending Christianity among hecathen nations at
this periodr "

Great Dritain unquestionably holds the place
now, which Rome formerly beld, in regard to the
power and means of promoting Christian know-
ledge. Her commerce extends throughout the
world ; and she thereby maintains a gencral com-
munication with mankind. Further, her moral
character is respected; and the nations of the
earth do obeisance to her wisdom, justice, and
humanity. But, chiefly, she holds dominion over
people of different countries, climates, and lan-
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guages. She possesses territory in the four quar-
ters of the globe. She presides over two empires
in Asia—viz. her Continental Empire in Hiu-
dostan ; and her Insular Empire, comprehending
the Malayan Archipelago and Austral. Asia.
She commands the southern and western regions
of Africa, a portion of North America, and
nearly the whole of the West Indies. And, in
Europe, besides her native and ImpERIAL IsLEs,
she occupies the Island of Malta, in the Mediter-
ranean Sea ; and has obtained easy acccss, after
many ages of exclusion, to those countries which
were the scencs of Christian Antiquity.

But Great DBritain not only possesses the power
and means of propagating Christianity which
Rome formerly held : by the decay of the Romish
Church, an opportunity is offered of inviting the
members of that church to receive the Bible, and
to contemplate the purity of the Protestant Faith.,
In many parts of Europe, and of the East, the
Romish Church appears to be in a state of gradual
dissolution. The strong arm of infidelity has
broken the power of superstition. In those
countries, the minds of men know not where o
find rest. Many seek again the asylum of reli-
gious hope, and would gladly join some Christian
communion not debased by superstition. But
they know not where to find it. Nothing like
what they want is presented to their view. It is
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then a dictate of humanity to collect the doubti[;g
and dispersed members of that falling church.
But who is to collect them? Shall our church, or
shall some other church? The prevailing form of
religion, in the East almost universally, and in the
rest of the world generally, is episcopal. Was
ever such an opportunity offered of extending
Christianity in that primitive form of its discipline
which is established in England? The scattered
sheep in many lands look for a shepherd. In
Hindostan, in Ceylon, in Malta, there are many

Christian flocks, which are at this moment with-
out a guide.
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THE VOICE OF PROVIDENCE CALLS GREAT BRITAIN
TO THE UNDERTAKING.

L

INn endeavouring to answer the question, ““ To
what nation has Providence chiefly assigned the
charge of extending the Gospel at this time?”
let us hear the voice of Providence itself. Tt
us view the dispensations of Providence, in the
recent history of our nation. In the course of
the last twenty years, we lhave beheld the con-
vulsion of the civilised world. Why then, in the
general wreck of nations, has Dritain been pre-
served ¢ Or how is it, that, amnidst the distraction
‘and horrors of war, the mild accents of the Gospel
should be so distinctly heard? Amidst the din of
arms, we hear “ Peace on earth, and good will
‘“ towards men.” Inalmost every Chiristian coun-
try, we behold a simultancous eftort to promulgate
the word of God. Wheuce then, we would ask,
is this general spimt? “ Is it from heaven, or of
‘““ men ? "—There must be a period, m the revoly-
ing ages of the Christian Church, when the pre-
diction of our Savimour above mentioned shall
begin to be fulfilled ; and He himsclf hath said,
‘ When the fig-tree putteth forth her leaves, ye
““ know that summer is near.” |
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Let us contemplate the fact as it exists in our
own country. Thata new impulse has been given
to the spirit for promoting Christian knowledge
cannot be denied. The cflects in foreign lands
begin already to appear, and they will soon be
visible to all the world. The seed sown will pro-
duce, by and by, an abundant harvest. And who
1s to rcap this harvest? The Church of England,
or other denominations of Christiansr What form
of Christian Worship shall the Government of
Great Britain countenance in the world gene-
rally? The Episcopal, or some other form ?

It certammly is not a consideration of
importance, what church or denomination
of Christians may be cmployed in converting
heathen nations, provided that the converts be-
come members of Christ's spiritual kingdom,
and that their 1structors obtain the plaudit of
the chiéf Shepherd at the last day. We know
that thus it must appear in the Divine Mind.
But we arc not divine agents: we arc human
agents, and must work in our place. LEvery
church will conscientiously seck to promote
Christianity according to that form of doctrine
and disciplinc which appcars to itself the most
consonant to the word of God. And the smallest
sect amongst us would teach us, by its example,
to hold fast our peculiar forms with tenacious
constancy and exactitude.
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. But the Church of England will not uphold
her peculiar forms with tenacious exactitude. An
enlightened and ,extensive church is also liberal,
and can easily afford relaxation in particular
cases. A deviation from the usual discipline 1in
trivial points, does not affect her character or
constitution ; whereas a deviation in trivial points
is frequently that which entirely constitutes a
small sect, and gives to it its name.

In the establishment of infant churches in dif-
ferent climates, and in our intercourse with peo-
ple of different.degrees of civilization, there must
ever be an adaptation fo circumstances, which the
Church of England will permit and recommend,

in conformity to the varying usages of the Primi-
five Church. -
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THE MEANS OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY.

THE rational and legitimate means of extcnding
Christianity, on the part of Great Britain, are these
three :—1, To send forth Missionaries; 2. To
translate the Scriptures into new languages, and
to print new editions in the languages already
translated; and, 5. To extend the National
Church. These different measures will be dis-
cussed in their order.

Religious Missions.

The primary measure for extending Chris-
tianity is, doubtless, to send forth men who are
qualified to teach it. We want men of piety
and competent learning, who will be content to
live among the natives in foreign lands, and to
mstruct them with -patience and affection. The
office and character of a Cbristian Missionary is
honourable and important; and our Church has
recognised it as such.

1t will be propet here to shew the actual state
of the Church of England, in regard to the main-
tenance of religious missions. We have three
societies which have been expressly instituted for

the promotion of the Christian Faith ; viz,
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“I. The * Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts,” incorporated by Charter
in 1701. This, Society consisted of the chicf
personages in church and state, and commenced °
its carecr with much zeal and success. Its ex-
ertions were directed to the British Plantations in
America ; and the civilization of the natives of
that continent was essentially promoted by its
labours. The Society employs at this time forty-
four Missionaries, and forty Catechists and School-
masters, who are chiefly stationed in the colo-
nies of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, and Canada*.

* ¢« So happily had the benevolent assistance of this So-
““ ciety been ¢xtended, though furnished solely by volun-
{{ fary subscriptions of members, and occasional legacies
““ and benefactions, that at the time when the troubles in
“ Amcrica began, besides a great many schoolmasters,
** nearly ONE HUNDRED missionaries were in actual employ-
¢ ment.”"—Sermon by Bishop of Salisbury, preuached before
Society in 1793, p. 156. o

The actual number in the Report of the Society for 1771,
was ninety-four missionaries, and thirty-one schoolmasters and
catechists ; making, in the whole, one hundred and twenty-five
teachers. s °*

The missionaries of the Society can scarcely be called
missionaries, in the usuabacceptation of that term, desig-
nating persons who learn a new language and preach to hea-
thens, They are &lergymen, generally in humble circum-
stances, who, bringing with them such a recommendation of
character as satisfies the Society, are content to accept the

C
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II. The “ Society for promoting Christian
Knowledge,” (not incorporated) a voluntary Se-
ciety, established in the ycar 1698. This Society
also has been patromsed by principal persons in
church and state. The object of its institution
was the promotion of religion at home and
abroad. As the incorporated Society confined
its exertions to the Western World, the Society
for promoting Christian Knowledge directed its
attention to the East. Since the year 1710, it
has supported Missionaries in different parts of
the East Indies; and the establishment of the
Protestant Faith in Hindostan has been owing, in
an important degree, to the pious zeal and pecuni-
ary resources of this Institution. Its Missionarics
to the heathen are all from Dcnmark or Germany,
heing ordained ministers of the Lutheran Churcb,
which the Church of England acknowledges as
a sister communion. These Missionaries were
formerly more numerous; but they have been
reduced by death, and the Society has not been
able to obtain a ncw supply. The Society has at
present only four Missionaries in Hindostan.

[TI. The “ Church Missionary Socicty for
Africa and the East,” conducted by members of

b I-fl i

provision which the mission affords, The annual Repogits
exhibit frequent instances of painful labour and persevering
zcal in their vocation.
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the Established Church, has now been in exist-
ence twelve years, having been instituted in the
first year of the present century. While the
““ Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign
Parts” limits its exertions chicfly to the Ame-
rican Colonies, and the “ Society for promoting
Christian Knowledge” confines itself to the as-
sistance of the Danish Mission, and the support
of Missionaries in the Indian Peninsula, the
“ Church Missionary Society” has been formed
with the view of calling into action the zeal and
charity of members of the Church of England
toward the heathen world at large.

This Society has sent to the Western Coast of
Africa, at different times, nine Missionaries, who
have been all ordained ministers of the Lutheran
GQhurch. At this time cight Lutheran ministers,
five lay settlers, five English students, and about
120 African children, arc dependent on its funds.

The Church Missionary Society is further at-
tempting to lay the foundation of a settlement in
the large and populous Island of New Zcaland,
with the view of introducing civilization among
the interesting inhabitants of that region;. .pret
paratory to the introduction of Christianity : and
it has authorised a Cbrresponding Committee at
Calcutta, on the suggestion of the late Rev. David
Brown, to adopt the important measure of esta-
blishing public readers of the Christian Seriptures,

c 2
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throughout the principal towns in India; a prac-
tice pursued by.the Mahomctans and Hindoos,
with regard to their respective Scriptures.

These are the three Societies belonging to the
Church of England, whose objects refer to the
propagation of the GGospel *..

It is manifest that the exertions of the Dis-
senters in sending forth Missionaries, have been
vastly greater, of late years, than those of the
Church of England: and hence it has been in-
ferred that the Dissenters have more religion
than the Church. But this is a doubtful crite-
rion. The ¢ Society for propagating the Gospel
in Foreign Parts,” the “ Society for promoting
Christian Knowledge,’ and the Society of the
United Brethren, maintained Missions to a very
considerable extent, during a long course of
years, while no other Christian denomination was
making any eftort. As te the smaller denomi-
nations in England and Scotland, they were, till
lately, as 1s well known, in a very torpid state.
The wenerable Society for promoting Christian
Knewledge (an institution founded in the evan-
gelical counsels of pious men) was awake to the
glorious object of extending Christianity in heathen
lands, while other societies slept, Qr were as yet un-

* For the particulars given above, see the Reports of the
respective Societies.
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born. It supported Missions in the East, before
that denomination of Christians which now rivals
all the rest in extent, and which has manifested
no small missionary zeal, existed ¥*.

But the newly kindled zeal of the Christian
world has called all religious bodies into action.
The spirititself seems to have been excited, under
the providence of God, by the concurrence of a
variety of circumstances consequent on the gene-
ral revival of religion in England ; and chiefly, by
the establishment of Sunday Schools through the
kingdom, which gave the first spring to the zeal
for education at home and for missions abroad ;
and of the institution of which schools, the Esta-
blished Church has undoubtedly the praise. At
such a juncture,,.wiaen new sentiments were gene-
tully awakened, it was natural that those bodies
should act with more prﬂmpfitude and energy,
who had most liberty of action, and to whom the
undertaking was new. |

In this good work the Church is attempting
to take her place. She is advancing more slow-
ly, perhaps, than smaller bodies; but she is yet
advancing. And the three Societies, already men~
tioned, 1 the United 'Church of England and
Ireland, offer to the whole body of its inembers
the means of assuming a due share in the efforts
which are now making to diffuse the light of
Christianity throughout the werld,

, * The Wesleyan Methodists,
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It 1s certainly truc that the members of the
United Church exercise, at this moment, an 1N-
FLUENCE for the promotion of religion at home
and abroad, by public contribution and by learn-
ed defence, in a degree not less, in proportion to
their number, than other denominations of Chris-
tians. And it is probable, that not the influence only
of the Church for the extension of the Gospel,
but her insTrRUMENTS for the work, will increase
in the proportion which these appearances en-
courage us to expect.

Our Church would gladly supply its foreign
missions with a ‘sufficient number of proper in-
struments, that is, with ordained ministers from
England; but hitherto the following difficulty
has stood in the way. A paﬁon receiving ordi-
nation as a Missionary, may choose to alter his
mind, and, instead of encountering the peril of
foreign climes, scek preferment at home. To
obviate this difficulty in time to come, it 1s hum-
bly suggested that Parliament pass an Act, de-
claring, ‘ That no person, receiving ordination
expressly as a Missionary, should be eligible to
dny «Benefice or Cure of Souls in England: un-
less, afterward, specially licensed thercto.” Such
an Act would be perfectly just in its principle, in
regard to the persons to whom 1t would refer: it
could not possibly be attended with inconve-
nience to the Church at home: and it would be of
incalculable benefit to the interests of Religion



RELIGIOUS MISSIONS. 2%

throughout the world. Under the operation of such
an Act, any number of respectable Missionaries,
properly qualified by piety and competent learning
for their peculiar work, and not inferior, in any re-
spect, to the Lutheran ministers whom the Church
Societies now employ, might be speedily obtained
from among the members of the Church®.

Another difiiculty in obtaining Missionaries of
a proper character is liable to present itself;
though, it is to be hoped, but rarely.

It may be received as an incontrovertible max-
1m, that no man will go forth, in a right spirit, to
contend with the privations of a Teacher of Chris-
tianity in inhospitable climes, who is not hnnself
‘religiuus, in the gepuine sense of that termn; and

3,
l\ * An Act of Parliament was passed, in the 24th year of his
Majesty (1784), the direct object of which was the extension
of our Church throughout the world, in countries not belong-
ing to Britain. By this Act, “ the Bishop of London for the
‘“ {ime being, or any other Bishop by him to be appointed,”
was empowered to “ admit to the order of deacon or priest,
‘¢ persons being subjects or citizens of countries out of
‘ his Majesty’s dominions, without requiring them to take
“ the Oath of Allegiance;” provided always, « that no per-
“ son so ordained, should be thereby enabled to ‘exXercise
““ the office of deacon or priest within his Majesty’s do-
““ minions.” )

This Act opens easy access to our Church into every
country, Why its operation has been hitherto confined to

America, we cannot tell.
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who is not animated by a more than ordinaly
zeal to diffuse the blessings of religion. And it
may be expected that many persons will be found
posscssing these qualities, in this age, as well as
in the fust age of the Church. Our Christian
nation js nuwmerous, and the Holy Scriptures are
accessible to all.  But if, unfortunately, the pro-
tession of such a zeal should, from the levity of
the age, from misconception, or from any other
cause, become, 1n any great degree, obnoxious to
the members of the Church, the consequence
would be, that, no Preacher would be found to
go forth under its banners, unless possessed of
a more than ordinary degree of zeal and sclf-
denial, requisite to encounter such obloquy; and
the Church must relinquish ggﬂﬁmpe of taking her
due share in the conversion of the heathen world.
It is a fact which cannot be denied, that those
two i1llustrious missionaries, Swartz and Gericke,
so long the ornaments of the ‘“ Society for pro-
moting Christian Knowledge,” and who, since
their decease, are honoured with the epithet ¢ the
Apostolical,” professed a religion, and manifested
a-zegl to diffuse it, which, if they werc now alive
and resident in this country, would be obnoxious
to many.—We pray that God would grant unto
his Church ‘“ that wisdom which is profitable to
direct,” that the issue of her conduct may be to

His glory and her praise.



Translations and New Editions of the Scriptures.

A further means for the extension of Christi-*
anity, was stated to be, the Translation of the
Scriptures into new languages, Let us imitate
Rome, not,only in sending forth preachers, but
in this one of her best works, translating the Bi-
ble, and publishing new editions of it in various
languages. If there be one nation in the world
better qualified than another to resume these
sacred labours, it is Great Britain. The Uni-
versities of the United Empire may with propricty
consider themselves as the Universities of the
. British dominions throughout the world ; for they
tﬂ.ve the means of'gonveying their learning to the

ttermost parts of the earth; and they are the
constituted and authorised channels, in connec-
tion with the churches to which they belong, of
dispensing the Revelation of (rod and useful
literature among mankind.

Our seats of learning were once famed for their
exertions in translating the Scriptures into foreign
tongues, or publishing them therein. And ynder
what circumstances is the contrary the case now ?
When our dominion Bas extended over the people
of difierent cliinates, wnations, and languages ;
whose languages, moreover, 1t is 1nportant to be
acquainted with from political considerations, if



26 MEANS OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY.

we expect that our union with these nations
should be permanent! The honourable and imn-
portant office of translating the Scriptures seems
" to have passed into the hands of private indivi-
duals, whose casual piety and learning may enable
them to accomplish the task.

Let us, therefore, indulge an anxious hope, that
these justly celebrated bodies, which possess the
learning and all other means of making accurate
translations of the Scriptures, will duly appreciate
the infinite importance of such an undertaking,
and that they will consult their reputation in the
discharge of it.

Britain has, in particular, a long arrear of duty
to discharge to her native subjects in the Western
hemisphere. To this day weithave not offered ¢
Translation of the Holy Scriptures to our faithfui
Indians 1n Canada, nor imparted them to our
Slaves in the West Indies *; although both look up

* ¢ The field negroes, in general, do not understand Eng-
lish, but speak a dialect compounded of French, African,
and English words, though with 2 great preponderance of
the latter.” Long’s History of Jamaica, Book iii. ch. 3.—The
Morayians, in their account of the manner of instructing the
negroes, which they furnished to the Committee of the
Privy Council, represented this djalect as a foreign tongue,
which they call the Creole language ; and they had found it
necessary to translate into it many parts of the Old and
New Testament, for the use of the negro converts. Privy

Council Repore. Part111. App. No. 2.
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to us with a veneration duoe n.rlly te supcrior
beings, and would receive with humility whatever -
instruction it might please us, to impart. And
yet, what is the obstacle which prevents our ofter-*
ing them the inestimable giftr There is none. It
is only necessary that his Majesty’s Government
should express their will, and Translations would
be prepared in a very short time. We ought. to
consider, that, until the Bible be translated into
the vernacular language of a people, there can
be no tracts circulated among that people, in-
culcating moral duties on Christian principles,
Whereas the translation of the Bible becomes, in
various ways, a fountain of instruction. Let the
Parables of the Gospels alone be distributed
Emang a bﬂrbarufiﬁ people, and they will arrest
heir attention jn a degree in which the fables
of their own superstition never could. Where
Christian Preachers do not abound, Tracts, con-
taining extracts from Scripture, or rather * Por-
tions of Scripture, with a few words of explana-
tion,” are the obvious and legitimate means of
instructing the people.

But, chiefly in our ample dominions in the
East, is an extensive field opened for the trans-
lation of the Scriptures. In continental Asia,
and in our insular possessions, there are languages
of which as yet we scarcely know more than
the names. But Providence hath so ordered it,
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that, at this day, almost every people, in this part
- of the world, can read and write (which was not
the case in the first ages of the Church), as if to
prepare them for receiving the instructions of

Christianity.
Extension of the National Church.

The third measure above proposed, as a ineans
of promoting Christianity, was the Extension of
the National Church. Episcopal superintendance
1s required in remote regions, in order to ordain
natives on the spot; to dispense the ordinance of
Confirmation ; to direct the labours of the Mis-
sionaries; to form and regulate the growing
church ; and to preserve the unity of religion, as
much as may be, within our own dominions.

How, then, 1s our National Church to be ex-
tended? Is it by sending out a few clergymen
to our remote dominions? By no means. A few
clergymen in an insulated country, without a
Bishop, form either a Presbyterian or an Inde-
pendent Church ; as is the case in India at this
moment. |

Besides, how 1is it possible .to extend our
church m remote regions of the world, if there
be not a power of ordination on the spot? To
come, for example, from India for ordination, and
to return agein, would consumne one whole year
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of a man’s life, and perhaps the best part of his
property.

For the existing Bishoprics in this kingdom, we
arc solely indebted to the Romish Church. We*
presepved the dioceses in most cases, just as we
found them. At the period of the Reformation
we possessed but our two native islands, and we
suddenly adopted necarly fifty bishoprics. Two
centurics and upward have revolved, and we
have instituted two more ; viz. one in Canada, and
one 1 Nova Scotia. During that period, we
have added to our territorial dominion the greater
part of thc West Indies, containing an extent of
country and population of magmtude sufficient
to form a kingdom of itself; we have added

}Sﬂuth Africa and West Africa; and, to say no-
thing of inferior conquests, we have acquired an
Empire in the East, continental and insular, of
more than eight or ten times the local extent of
Great Britain, and containing more than eight or
ten times the number of its inhabitants ; among
whom, moreover, are some hundreds of thousands
of Protestant Christians ;—and yet we have not
given to any of these possessions one chief Pres-
byter to overlook the flock.

While America was our own, we gave her no
Bishops; but, gfter she became independent, and
had applied to our Church for Episcopal Conse-
cration, an Act of Parliament was passed, em-

.




30 MEANS OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY.

powering the Archbishop of Canterbury or York,
‘“ to consccrate to the office of Bishop, persons
‘““ being subjects or citizens of countries out of
-““ his Majesty's dominions.”” By virtue of this
Act, two Bishops were consecrated for America :
and the Episcopal Church in that country had
increased, in 1799, to seven Bishops and two
hundred and eleven Presbyters *.

The Romish Church, the Greek Church, and
the Armenian Church, have Bishops, in countries
in the East, where they have not a foot of land.
The English nation has no Bishops, in the same
countries, where the territory is entirely its own.

This nation having become, by the providence
of God, the chief guardian of Christianity in the
world, the Established Church ought to have g
Representative in each of her principal Provinces ;
a Bishop in some places ; in others, an ecclesias-
tic of inferior dignity, who should be invested
with authority to protect the interests of Chris-
tianity in his province, to report officially to Go-
vernment on its state, and to suggest and super-
intend measures for its extension. The State has
its Representatives in every quarter. The Church
has no Representative in the most conspicuous and
important situations ; just as if she did not exist

*® See  Journal of the Proceedings of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church in the Convention in Philadelphia,” 1799,
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at all. Noris it known by our native subjects
in some parts of the world, that she does exist.

We do honour to the interests of coOMMERCE,
by appointing persons to superintend and promote -
it in different parts of the world. If the exten-
sion of Religion had been a subject of general
and national interest (as it now begins to be) a
similar honour would have been done to Ciris-
TIANITY. OQOur Church would have had her re-
presentatives in all parts of the world, to watch
over her interests; to translate the Scriptures
into new languages; to suggest plans for her
enlargement ; and to call forth labourers into the
vineyard.

An impediment to the establishment of Epi-
rtﬂpal Superintendance abroad, has probably
Been the impression arising from the state of
Episcopacy in Lingland ; viz. That a Bishop must
necessarily be possesed of considerable revenues,
and hold a very high dignity among his bre-
thren. This idea of the Lpiscopal character is
certainly at variance with that of the primitive
institution, and is very injurious to the extension
of Christianity. It is surely sufficient, that the
Bishop be in circumstances somewhat superior to
those of the Clergy of the place where he pre-
sides, and equal to those of the civil Magistracy
of the same place. The apostolic representation
of a Bishop 1s, That he¢ be the chief or superin-
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tending Presbyter. This state of superintend
ance may be considered as implying some su-
periority in temporal circumstances, as well as
in spiritual qualification.

The Church of Rome manifested a wisdom in
this respect (derived from early ages) which is
worthy of our imitation. Though her Bishops at
home (in Europe) were possessed of great tempo-
ralities, her Bishops abroad were ordained gene-
rally on a very slender cndowment. They were
exhorted to look for further aid to the sanctity of
personal character, and to its effects on the minds
of the people among whom they exercised their
spiritual office.
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A GENERAL COLONIAL ECCLESIASTICAL
ESTABLISHMENT.

A cniEF object of this Work, 1s to suggest the
expediency of a General Colonial Ecclesiastical
Establishment for. Great Dritain. Those .portions
of our dominions abroad, the condition of which,
in regard to rcligious instruction, requires the
attention of Pa.rlimneﬁt, and which seem to nced
Episcopal superintendance and the labours of a
regular clergy, as much as any part of England,
are the seven following :
1. The West Indies.
2. Bengal; or North Hindostan.
3. Madras; or South and East Hindostan.
4. Bombay; or West Hindostan,
5. Ceylon: the Insular IDiocese, including
Java, &c.

6. South Africa.
7. Ncew South Wales.
At the following places, a Representative of the
Church (Archdeacon) is required, with a suitahle
clergy : |

1. Java, and dependencies.

2. Isles of Mauritius and Bourbon.

3.West Africa; (Sierra Leone, &c.)

4. Malta.

D
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The only necessary expense on the part of Go-
vernment, in the accomplishment of this scheme,
will be the allotment of a suitable revepue for
the seven DBishops and the Archdeacons. The
subordinate clergy will, in most cases, be main-
tained by the Christian inhabitants of the place,
at least in the King’s dominions: with the aid,
during ‘the first years, of the three Societies in
Britain belonging to the Church*; whose duty it

¢ The support of clergymen by the Societies of the
Church, here suggested, is strictly in conformity to the
spirit and letter of the Charter, granted by Government to
one of the Societies. In the Charter of the * Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Purts,” his Maujesty
(King William 11I1.) sets forth, us the ground on which the
Charter was given, “ That in many of the plantations, colp
““ nies, and factories, beyond the seas, the provision for m:-
* pisters was mean, and many colonies were wholly unpro-
t“ vided of a maintenance for ministers and of the public
““ worship of God ; and that, for lack of the support and
‘“ maintenance of such, many of his loving subjects wanted
““ the administration of God's word and sacraments, and
““ scemed to be ubandoned to atheism and infidelity, and
‘“ others to popish superstition and idolatry.”

Apply this to the new Colonies and Possessions of Great
Britain, instead of the old, and the representation will be
perfectly correct.

For such reasons, his MNajesty was pleased ¢ to erect
‘“ and settle a Corporation, by the name of the ¢ Society for
‘ the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts ;* for the
* receiving, managing, and disposing of the contributions of
““ such persons as should be induced to extend their cha-
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will be, to investigate their wants, and supply them
with properly qualified mstructors. .
Parliament having performed its part, in pro-
viding for the permanent existence of a Christians
ministry and the ordinances of religion; an ap-
prnpr;ate body of clergy will afterward be gradu-
ally formed (some of them natives of the country)
as circumstances shall require. It Is not politic
to impose a body of clergy on a people. Nor is
it favourable to the object of Christian instruc-
tion, to offer strong inducements to go abroad, by
the prospect of a lucrative cure. DBut it is just,
that the means of instruction should be placed
within reach of the people; which at present, is
not the case. Only let fit instruments of their
ywn communion be offered to their acceptance,
and DBritish Christians in the East will soon avail
themselves of the benefit. A suitable number of

“ rity towards the MAINTENANCE of a LEARNED and
“ ORTHODOX clergy, and the making of such other provi-
“ sion as might be necessary for the propagation of the Go-
““ spel in foreign parts.”

Wherever, then, there is ho suitable provision made by
Government for the administration of the word and*sacra-
ments in the King’s dominions abroad, it is the proviuce of
the Societies of the Church to contribute to the * mainte-
nance of a learned and orthodox clergy,” according to their
ability. ! .

This is the principle on which the above section has been
written. '

n e
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clergy, possessing the proper qualifications for the
- place and society, will be gradually furnished by
the wants of the people, by the representations of
the Bishop or his Representative, and by the in-
quiries of the Socictics at home, who shall be in
correspondence with them,

In regard to the supply of clergymen for those
settlements of the English abroad, for which Go-
vernment can make no suitable provision, the
individual who offers himself must go out under
the express patronage of one of the three Socie-
ties of the Church; but under the implied ex-
pectation, that the Christian community among
whom he 1s to officiate will eventually contribute
to his maintenance, and exonerate the Society,
In general cascs, the Society can only engage to
the Clergymapn for a limited time. He ought
always to be a man of learning, good tcmper,
and approved picty; one, whose correspondence
would interest the public, and throw light on the
dark region which he inhabits. If his religious
zeal produce no fruit cither as a writer or prac-
tical preacher, the sooner the Society dissolves
their connection-with him the better.

In cases where Government appoiunts an inade-
quate stipend for the Clergyman, representations
may be made to Ministers on the subject®; or the

* When the Societies have established a clergyman in any
place, which appeuars to derive evident advantage from his
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stipend may be enlarged by the Societies for spe.
cific purposes ; as, for translating the Secriptures; -
for printing new Editions of the Scriptures, or of
uscful Tracts ; for organising schools on the new *
plan qof teaching ; and for instructing the natives.
To occupy the situation of Chaplain to a Factory
or Military Station abroad, 1is, in general, a yery
dull and unprofitable state of existence. But
correspondence with literary characters at home,
encouragement from superiors in the church, and

labours, and there is little probability of his obtaining a
sufficient subsistence from the contribution of the inhabi-
tants, it will be their duty to represent the circumstances of
the case to his Majesty’s Ministers, in the hope that Govern-
ment will assign a small permanent stipend.— Perhaps it
ay not be generally known, that, * besides the salary
‘e siven by the ¢ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
“ in Foreign Parts,” which is generally 50/, per anonum t) a
“ newly-erected mission, Government allows to thirtesn of
‘“ the missionaries in Nova Scotia, 70/, and 75/, per annum ;
“ to six in New Brunswick, 100/ per annum ; and to four in
¢ the Bahamas, '70/. each: und the same bounty may be
« expected, when another missionary shall be sent to those
¢ islands, which is now in contemplation.” See Biskop of Sa-
lisbury’s Sermon before Society in 1793, Note, page 18.

Thesc gratuities for Christian missionaries commenced
not long ago. The bounty thus displayed by Goverument
in our Western possessions, will, we hope, be extended also
to the East, whenever a proper representation shall be made
by the Societies of the Church; the official patrons and
advocates of their fellow-subjects in remote lands, who use
destitute of the consolations of Christianity,
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a commission from a public body to expend
money for useful purposes, will greatly alter the
scene, and will often alter the man himself.

It remains, that we explain how the Societies
should be able to bLear so large an expense. A
Representative of the Church, i any part of the
world, ought certainly to be supported by the
Church; that is, by the Societies belonging to the
Church. The Church itself has but an inconsi-
derable fund which could be applied to such pur-
poses. Dut the Socicties arc dependent on the
members of the Church in general, and it may
always be expected *‘ that the contributions will
‘“ ever bear a just proportion to the mmportance
“ and manifest utility of their undertakings, and
““ to the zeal, liberality, and public spirit of the
““ members of the Society themselves.” To pre-
sent the Word of God to a heathen, 1n his own
language, or to Christian in a hcathen country,
15 a great blessing; so great, in some cases, that
it cannot be appreciated. DBut to send forth a
Prcacher with it, who can say, * Hear the word
of the Lord,” is a blessing incalculably greater.

“The cxertions of Missionary Societies, however,
at this period, ought not, in general, to refer so
much to the heathens, as to those multitudes
who already profess Christianity m various lands,
but know not what Christianity ineans; who bave
heard of the Bible, but never saw the DBible,
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This seems to be the order of Providence : but it
is not so agreeable to the infirmity of the human -
teacher: who loves a novel scene, would seek
an exclusive interest in the counverted, and is?

scarcely content unless they be called by his
own narme.
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THE OFFICE OF CONFIRMATION.

THE necessity of Episcopal Superintendance in
the Dritish Dominions abroad, will be cvident
from the following consideration alone. Through
the whole of the West and LEast Indies, our
Church’s ordinance of coNFIRMATION, Or “ lay-
‘“1ing on of hands upon those that are baptised
“ and come to the ycars of discretion,” 1s utterly
unknown.

That mstitution, which is so rational in its na-
ture, and so necessary to young persons just enter-
Ing into life, to recal their thoughts to their holy
baptism, and to renew their purpose and vow to go
forth ‘¢ as soldiers of Jesus Christ, to fight under
““ bis banner against the world, the flesh, and the
** devil ;"—that primitive institution, i which our
Church professes that the laying of hands on the
young persons dedicated to God i1s ‘¢ after the
example of the holy Apostles;” and which rite
Christians of every name adopt, on the same princi-
pic, when they would consecrate any person to a
holy service or life;—that nstitution, which is
plainly adopted in the spirit of it by those Chris-
tians who practise adult baptism (which baptism
corresponds accurately with  the confirmation of
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baptism at mature age ”’);—that institution, which
both Luther and Calvin agreed ought to be re-
tained, as being an undoubted conformity to pri-
mitive use ;—that sacred and salutary ordinance ap--
pears,to be renounced in our foreign dominions by
the Church, as bemg an observance of slight im-
port, compared to the trouble of appointing a per-
son to administer it,
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‘LITERARY REPRESENTATIVES OF CHRISTIANITY IN
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.

AT a period, when men in different nations have
begun, as with one consent, to difftuse a knowledge
of Divine Revelation ; when the Scriptures seek
access into every region; and Christianity shews
signs of revival in places where 1t has been long
dormant ; it seems of importancc that learned and
zealous men should visit, or be occasionally resident
at, those places which once saw ‘“ a grcat light,”
and are famed 1n the annals of Christian Antiquity.
Some of the following stations will probably be
thought the most eligible.

1. Greek Islands, or Lesser Asia.
Syria, or Egypt.
Abyssinia.

19

Erivan in Armenia.

Bagdad.

Ispahan, or Cabul.

‘Samarchand in Bucharia.

Hungary, and adjacent regions—in the vici-
nity of the Jews, ‘

I -

These Literary Representatives must be inain-
tained entirely at the expense of the Societies of
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the Church.—It will be proper to explain the ob-
Ject of the Literary Mission.

The mmportance to the interests of Christianity,
at the present period, of having a Representative
of the Church resident at places contiguous to the
scenes of Christian Antiquity, must be evident.
His office would be, to correspond with the Church
at home as a literary character, rather than to
preach at his station, which would not often, per-
haps, be practicable, though every proper opportu-
nity of preaching should be embraced by him;
to communicate with the Societies at home, in re-
spect to the supply of Bibles and religious tracts
suited to his country; to superintend the distribu-
tion of the same; to collect manuscripts of the
Scriptures ; to elucidate Scripture history from his
‘knowledge of Asiatic scenes; to suggest new
translations of the Scriptures, and measures for
executing them; to point out proper places for
Christian missions ; and, generally, to interest hum-
self in whatever might be serviceable to religion,
and the promotion of Christianity.

It would always be expected, that the result of
his observations should be given to the public,
under the direction of the Society to which he be-

4

longs.
There is no difficulty in finding a proper station.

Commerce has her Consuls at Aleppo, Tunis, Bag-
dad, Bussorah. Representatives of the Church
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might be stationed at the same places for a more
important purposc. Government will give a pass-
port to Commerce through the world.  Can it be
refused to Christianity? Some of the smaller de-
nominations of Christians have found it practica-
ble to establish missions in places, which, at first
sight, appcared to be inaccessible; and where
they maintain the best understanding with the go-
vermnents of the country.

In genceral cases, the labour of lecarning a new
language ought not to be imposed : though 1t may
always be expected that no person wiil be sclected
for such a situation who 1s not a gencral scholar,
and who has not studied the Oriental languages ™.

* The Church Missionary Society has, in its last Report,
invited young Clergymen to come forward under its pro’
tection, and to enter on the promsing spheres of labour
which are opening before the Christian world.

““ The free and unlimited access,” the Socicty remarks,
* which Great Britain has acquired by her arms to all the
“ regions beyond the Cape of Good Hope, displays the
¢ grandest theatre ever offered to Christian exertions. The
¢ Missionary who devotes himself to the service of Christ
“ among uncivilized men, has to encounter the slow and
* arduous labour of fixing their language, and then teach-
* ing it to these tribes, before they can read the wonder-
ful works of God: but, througliout the East, two thirds
perhaps of the whole lluman race are already so far civi-
““ lized as to possess a written language,' and yet remain
“ ignorant of the way of salvation! Into many of these
% Janguages the Word of Geod is already trunsiated, or is

[

iy
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If he be a learned man and his mind be embued
by sentiments of genuine piety, he will employ his
time, wit% more advantage to the intercsts of reli-
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actually in the course of translation. Here, indeed, the
fields are wlnte unto the harvest! A young Clergyman,
master of the Ethiopic, Persian, Arabic, or Syriace, of the
Tamul, Cingalese, Bengalee, Hindostance, or Malay, may
take the Scriptures in his hand, and read them in their
own tongue to millions of his fellow-men perishing for
lack of that very knowledge! Or, if his heart is fixed on
extending the savour of Christ’s name still more widely,
let him go forth and labour with those excellent men who
devote their skill and their time to the transfusing the
Word of God into some of those languages—spoken and
written by almost countless multitudes—which are not
yet enriched by the Divine Word,”

In respect to the Levant, it 15 observed, “ The revolu-
tions on the Continent having ruined the ancient Romish
Society, © De propagandd Fide,” the Missions maintained
by that body are dwindling away. The Committee have
had much interesting comnmunication on this subject with
Dr. Naudi from Malta, who strongly urges the Socicty to
send well-qualifiecd men to carry the Gospel into the
LEVANT and THROUGHOU1 THE ARCHTIPELAGO—
where there are the wmost promising openings for useful-
ness, in reviving decaycd Christianity, and in instructing
the Mahometans in the faith of Christ. Two or thflee
zealous young Clergymen, willing to accommodate them-
selves to the customs &f the East in respect 10 manners
and dress, and who can speak the Greck or Arabic lan-
guage, or bothy would be the honoured instrumepts of
confirming and propagating the doctrine of the Cross in
countries dear to them as scholars from classical as-
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gion, by directing others, and by general Christian
investigations, -than by studying a new language
himself.

+ The whole expense to the Sucietiesfr of their
share in the proposed establishment, including a
resident Clergy and Literary Representatives, need
not exceed 6000.. or 7000/ per annum, at least
for a few years. The three Church Societies
expended in the last year (of which they have
printed the accounts) on Missionary objects, in-
dependently of incidental expenses, the sum of
5288/. 14s. 7 2d.—viz. the “Socicty for Propagating
the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” 29201 18s. 10d.;

¢ gociations, and more dear to them as Christians from
“ sacred!”

The Committee * invite such men to offer themselve.,
¢ and cannot but hope that it may please God to raise up
‘ gome suitable instruments of his glory in this quarter of
“ the world.”"— See Twelftl Report of the Church Missionary
Socicty, 1812, pp. 407—412.

The proposal made above of stationing Literary Repre-
sentatives of the Church in the principal scenes of Christian
Antiquity, fully agrees with the avowed wishes and purposes
of this Society: and there can be no doubt, that it would
willingly send, with the permission of Government, duly
qualified men, would such offer themselves, under the cha-
racter of Literary Representatives of the Church, for one,
two, or more years, according to circumstances, to all the
most promising stations; and resident Clergymen, under the
same sanction, to Java, Mauritius, the Cape, Ceylon, :and
Malta,
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the “ Society for Promoting Christian Kuow-
ledge,” 18791 7s. 4d.; and the “ Church Mis-
stonary Soclety,” 2788l 8s. 51d.

It is_not too much to say, that these exertions.
of our Societies might be increased fen-fold, The
only ‘question is, whether the occasion demands it.
If 1t does, and the Sogieties of the Church do not
fully recognize the object of Missions, and endea-
vour to increase their funds with a spirit propor-
tioned to the occasion, and to the new circum-
stances of the Church and of Great Britain, thew
names, as Missionary Institutions, will ere long be
lost 1n the greater celebrity and more extended
undertakings of other denominations.
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EXISTING MISSIONS, OF ALL DENOMINATIONS, IN
THE BRITISII DOMINIONS ABROAD.

Ir the statc of the Dritish, Dominjons abroad be
accurately examined, it will be found, that, in the
old Colonies of North America, there is ample
provision for Christian Instruction; but, m regard
to the West Indies and our new possessions, it
may be justly said,  That not the Church of
England, but other dcnominations of Christians,
arc forming the religion of the natives™.”

1. In the DBntish North American Proviuces,
the Church has forty-threc h’liﬁggimmricﬁ and thirty-
six Cateclusts and Schoolmasters; all belonging
to the “ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Forcign Parts.” Other denomninations have
seventeen Missionaries; viz.

" Wesleyan Methodists . . . . . 14

Missionary Soctety . . . . .. 3

2. In the West Indies the Church of England

* Tor the statements made in this section, sce the last
Reports of the respective Societies.
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has six Missionaries; viz. those Delonging to the
“ Socicty for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Forcign Parts;” whereus the Missionaries belong-
ing to other denominations are nigety-two in.
nuimber; viz. ‘

"The United Drethren . . . . . 64

The Wesleyan Mcthodists. . . 25

The Missionary Society . . . . 3

—09Q
It will be scen hereafter that the parochial

Clergy in the West Indies do not, in general, take
an active part in the instruction of the Negroes.

3. In Hixposraxn, the nmnber of Missionaries
stpported by the Church of Lngland is four; viz.
those belonging to the '* Society for Promotiug
Christian Hnmvledge.” Those belonging to other
denominations are thirty-five; viz.

The Baptists. . . ., . ...... 17
The Missionary Socicty . . o . . . 10
The American Missionary Society . 7
The Scotch Presbyterians . . . . . 1
~—39

The remark made respecting the parochial
Clergy of the West Indies, is applicabla to the
Chaplains in India,» They do mnot generally
preach to the natives.

4. In the island of Cevron the Church has

£
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no Missionaries. The Missionary Society has
three.

- 5. In Sourtu Arrica the Church has no Mis-
sionarics. Other denominations have thirty-five;
viz.

The Unmted Brethren . . . . . L 16
The Missionary Society . . . . . 19
—35

6. In WEesT Arrica the Church of England
has seven Missionaries; of which six belong to the
“ Church Missionary Society,” and one to the
‘“ Socicty for the Propagation of the Gospel in Fo-
reign Parts.”

. On a view of the above lists, it will not be
denied, that, not the Church of England, but
other denominations of Christians, are chiefly em-
ployed in forming the religion of the natives in
the new colonies of Great Britain, and in her
Asiatic Empire.

It is not our wish to nnpede the efforts of these
Christian teachers, who labour as our substitutes.
The Church of England, we will confidently say,
will never acknowledge suclr a wish, directly or in-
directly.  And when the Imperial Parliament shall
take a review ot the good which has been already
done by their means, in vartous parts of the Bri-
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tish Dominions, it will, we doubt not, be rather
disposed to thank them, than to contenn their ser-
vices.  We would not, by any cxposition af ours,
Interrupt the labours of missionaries in any part of'
the uncivilised world. No! Christianity is their
debtor. And who is there, but must rejoice to
behold the light of Christianity carried into the
regions of darkness! We would rather promote
the designs and encourage the zeal of such la-
bourers ; for there must be some general princi-
ples of common opcration for digseminating the
Christian Religion, otherwise that religion would
noi be inlended for all mankind. What Chris-
tian 1s there, who, if he had it in his power, would
attempt to obstract the free course of the word of
“salvation, that it may run and be glorified in the
darth! I'or the system of preachimg the Gospel as
far excels the prcachmg it xor, as the light ot
knowledge, pure morals, and the certain favour
of Heaven, excel the darkness of ignorance, a state
of vice, and consequent uncertainty and despair.—
But the object of this appeal 15, to endcavour, by
some delineation of the cflorts now making on ¢very
side to extend Christianilty In our possessions
abroad, ‘ to provoke to emulation” the Ista-
blished Church, and to shew to the Imperial
Parliament the importance of giving the British
Constitution to ‘British Colonics.

The greatest blessing, certainly, which the na-

F 2
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tion could impart to her children throughout the
world,would be, to give them a simple Ecclesiastical
Establjshment, with full toleration to all who dissent
from 1t.  While such a constitution would be re-
plete with advantage to ourselves, it would give to
the religion of denominations ditfering from us, a
degree of order and stability, which, at present,
they do not possess.  Indeed, they are at this mo-
ment n a state which may be called one of per-
secution, both in the West and East Indics.
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THE WEST INDIES.

WHEN we spcak of extending Christianity among
the nations of the earth, we do not mean that our
Church should visit other nations, before she has
acknowledged the subjects of the British Empire,
‘The two great branches of that Empire, in foreign
clitnes, are the West Indies, and the Llast Indics,
Of these, our native subjeets In the West Indies
stand 1n a closer relation to us than those m the
East, and claim a prior regard.  Let us examinge
their clann.

Great Britain has abolished the Slave Trade;
and, so far, las donc her duty to Africa and to
humanity. But she has not yet discharged her
obligations to the Africans in the West Indies.
By successive importations of that race of people
during the last century, and by our recent con-
quests, we have accumulated a population of slaves,
which 1s supposed to amount now to ncarly onc
million of souls. QOur native subjects i Hin-
dostan remain on their native soil ; but these our
African subjeets are® in different circumstances.
We have dragged them by force from their native
country, and appropriated their bodily services
to our use. Justice; therefore, requires that we
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should aflord them some cultivation of mind, and
faithfully acquit ourselves of every moral obliga-
tion toward them.

Although the subject of the Slave Trade was
so long betorc the nation, 1t docs not appear that
the moral and rel iﬁ_‘inus statc of the Negroes ce-
cupied much of our attention. The minds of men
were so much engrossed with the simple question,
Whether it were lawnful to make slaves at all?
that thcy seemed to overlook the no less 1import-
ant inquiry, Whatis our duty to the slaves which
we have mader

'T'his latter mterrogatory is now to be the sub-
ject of our consideration. At that time, we be-
held the poor African in a chain, kneeling for
freedom.  We now behold him supplicating for a
higher boon, ‘ The Word of Life.”

[t would be proper to exhibit to the view of the
Legislature the actual state of our African sub-
jects, in religion and morals, at this time; for the
nation, in general, scems to have a very imperfect
idea of the kind of rehigion which they profess, of
the sensuality in which they are immersed, or of
the pernicious and destructive superstition that en-
slaves them .

It would be nccessary, on the other hand, to
shew the admirable effects of Christianity on those

* See Edwards’s West Indies, Vol. II. p. 90
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slaves who have enjoyed the means of instruction
(calculated to amount to nearly 40,000), de-
duced from unquestionable authorities ; that the
nation may distinctly see what 1s practicable on the
subject.

Both these particulars are to be derived from
uncxceptionable sources ; viz. The first, from the
work of the late Bryan Edwards, Lsq., who
passed most of his hifc in the West Indics, and was
afterwards a Member of the British Parliament
—and the second, trom the ** Report of the Lords
of Committee of Council on the Slave Trade,” re-
specting the effects of the Mission of the United
Brethren.

- We shall advert bricfly to the latter subject ;

but it will be proper first to examine the ‘ state
‘“ of our Established Church in the West Indies,
““1n regard to its efficiency as an instrument of
‘“ mnstructing the people.”
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TIHE STATE OF TIE CHURCII IN THE WEST INDILS.

Ovur West India Islands inay be divided mto two
classes : the old, and the new. The new islands,
Trinmdad excepted, were acquired by Treaty of
Peace in 1763: the old were scttled by, or ceded
to, Great Diritain, a century antccedent to that pe-
riod. Inall the old 1slands there 1s some, though
a faint and highly inadequate, imitation of the Ec-
clesiastical Establishiments of LEngland. Parochial
churches are built, and Rectors are mamtained,
not indeed by tithes, but by a small compulsory
contribution, in licu of them, which s charged on
the landholders 1n their respective parishes.  DBut
1n the »ew islands, such vestiges of Christianity
were, till lately, no where to be found; and in
three of them, there is not, we belicve, at this mo-
mcnt, a clergyman or a place of worship.

It nught have becn eapected, that the new
1slands would have been far more fortunate in their
religious cstablishments than the old.  The power
of making laws for the ceded 1slands belpnged to
his Majesty alone; but, unfortunately, his Mini-
sters did not advise Limn to exercise this power for
the purpose of planting religious establishments,
until after he had constituted the Colonjal Legis-
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lative Assemblies ; who alleged that they would
take care of the mterests of religion *.

This fact may be admitted as some proof of the
general decline of religious principle m the king-
dmn,_ubﬂut the period alluded to; for, certainly,
under the administration of the Ministers of
Charles 11., the inicrests of religion in the scttle-
ments which /ey planted, were not foreotten.

In the recently acquired island of Trimdad, the
legislative power has rested and still remains with
his Majesty.  We hope to sce Trindad become
a model, m its civil and religious institutions, for
our Western Islands m general.

I.ct us now advert to the o/d islands, and sce to
what their Lcclesiastical Listablishments amount.
In Jamaica, there are twenty parishes.  Sup-
I;t}sing that there are also twenty Rectors (in some
islands there ar¢ many Pluralists), we shall then
have twenty Clergyimen in an island which is 150
miles long, and fotty in a mediom broad; which
gives a district of 500 square miles for the labours
of each Clergyman. The population of the island
is stated by Mr. Edwards to amount to 30,000

L
* An example of this care i1s stated by Mr. Edwards, in
bis account of the flourishing colony of St. Vincents.—
“ This island is divided into five parishes, of which only one
“ was provided with a church, and that was blown down in
“¢ the hurricane of 1780. Whether it is rebuilt, I am not
¢ informed.”— Edwards’s West Indies, YVol. 1. Book iii. ch. 3
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W hites, 10,000 frec Persons of Colour, and 210,894
Slaves * ; which, when divided among twenty Cler-
symen, will give to each a cure of 12,554 souls.
It will hardly be neccssary to say more, of the
utter madequacy of the public wmeans of religious
instructlon in Jamaica. This island 1s a favour-
able specimen of the statc of the Established
Church 1 the old islands.

On the whole, 1t may be safely atfirmed, that no
human zeal could be equal to a tenth part of the
duties of the parochial Clergy, were the slaves
practically regarded as belonging to their flock.
But the truth 18, that this unfortunate mass of the
population has, with very few exceptions, never
been so regarded, either by the Government or
the Clergy 7.

It will be proper next to advert to the Disci-
PLINE of the Church in the West Indics.—For
want of episcopal superintendance, some very sin-
gular anomalics and irregularities exist, in regard
to discipline and church govermment. A Layman
inducts the Priest into his hiving. A Layman
has power to suspend the Priecst ab officio. The
Governor or Commander in Chief is reputed
“ Supreme Head of the Provincial Church.” Of
thesc facts we have the ctidence of the writer
before ment:oned.

* The number has since been very {:nnsl:derahly wcreased,
+ ¢ The State called Slavery delineated,” p. 244—263."
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“ The Bishop of London is said to claim this
island (Jamaica) as part of his diocese: but his
““ jurisdiction 1s renounced and barred by the laws
‘““ of the country; and the Governor or Com-
‘““ mander in Chiet, as Supreme Head of the Pro-
“ yincial Church, not ouly zrducts into the seve-
“ ral Rectones, &c., but he is likewise vested
““ with the power of suspending a clergyman ab
‘“ officio, &c.”"—Edwards, Vol. 1. p. 265.

Here we see, that, 11 a portion of the British
Empire, the Church 1s entirely subjcct to the
secular authority. This system is not paralleled
by that of any sect ammong us, which may be the
most remote from primitive discipline ; and cer-
tainly its continuance can ouly be justified by in-
perious necessity.

. But, in the West Indies, theneglect of Christian
ordinances, and the relaxation of morals, are the
most serious evils.  One most evident cause of this
neglect, 1s the want of persons of lipiscopal rank
and authority in the Church, who would cause the
customary observances of Christianity to be honour-

-

ed, make regular visitations of the churches through-
out the 1slands, and report to the Government at
home on the inadequacy of the means of instruc-
tion. What possible ‘amelioration of morals can
be expected among bond or free in the West
Indies, if the “old system continues the same?
What avails our abuse of the Planterz Will the
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Planter begin to instruct his slaves in Christianity,
because we make cloquent speeches in England
on the duties of humanity? Both the Planter and
the Slave need the paternal interference of the
Imperial Parliament. And the first duty is to
appoint to both a Spiritual Head, through whomn
Governinent may concert and cxecute measures,
from time to time, for the general improvement of
the pcople. The great family of Africans, in par-
ticular, wants a GENERAL GUARDIAN in thesc
1slands, whom thev should know to have been
appoimnted by the nation 1o superintend their spi-
ritual state, and through whom they nnght know
that they were subjects of the King. We have
given a Bishop to Canada, where there are only
cleven Clergymen of the Church of England. 1In
the West Indies there arc wmore than twents
islands, of which one, Jamaica, has twenty pa-
rishes ; Barbadoes has eleven parishes; (iranada,
six ; St. Vincents, five ; Dominica, ten: St. Kitts.
nine; Nevis, five; Antigua, six, &c.*. But in

* SETTLEMENTS IIH THE WEST INDIES SURBJECT TO

( GREAT BRITAIN.
. Jamaica. 7. St. Vincents.
2. Barbadoes. 8. St. Lucia.
3. Trinidad. R Martiuiqﬂ-.
4. Tobago. 10. Dominica.
H. Curazoa. 11. Guadaloupe.

6. Grenada. 12, Antigua.,
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what manner Christianity exists, or is honoured,
in these islands, is altogether another question.
It 1s an inportant question. But how 1s it to be
answered, if there be no gencral superintendant of
these scattered provinces, to whom the nation can

refers
13. Nevis, 19. St. Eustatia.
14. St. Kitis. 20. Tortola.
15. St. Croix. 21. St. Thomas.
16. St. Jan. 22 Bahama lsles.

17. St. Bartholomew. 23. Bermudas.

18. Montserrat.
ON THE CONTINENT.

24, Surinam. 5. Berbice. 26. Demarara
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THE MULATTOS.

Or the gencral morals of the Pcople of Colour
some idea may be obtained from the following
representation

‘““ The accusation generally brought against the
People of Colour (or Mulattos) 1s the incon-
tinency of their women, of which such as are
young arc wuniversally mamtained by White

(11
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“ men of ali ranks and conditions. The fact 18
“ too notorious to be concealed. Not one m
¢ ﬁfty of them 1s taught to write or recad. Pro-
{L

fitable mstruction, therefore, by those who ace
capable of giving it, 1s withheld from them.”
—LEdwards. Vol. 11. p. 26,

The degradation of the male Mulattos is, if
possible, grcater than ihat of the women. *“ By
““ an Act of Asscinbly, a Mulatto not born in
wedlock cannot inherit, by the testamentary
devise of a White man, more than 2000/ cur-
rency.”’

““ There 1s this mischief,” adds the same au-
thor, ‘ arising from the system of rigour osten-
‘“ sibly maintained by the laws against this un-
¢ fortunate racc of pecople, that it tends to de-

4
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“ grade them in their own cyes, and in the eyes
“ of the community to which they belong.”

““ That this systemn ought to be utterly abolish-
“ ed, I most rcadilly admt. Dut by whom 1s
“ such a reform to be begun and accomplished?
“ The enfranchisement of such as are enslaved,
“ Christian mstruction to the whole, and encou-
““ ragement to their industry, would, n tine,
““ make thein an USEFUL AND VALUABLE CLASS
““ of citizens, induce them to intermarry with each
** other, and render their present relaxed and
““ vicious system of hifc as odious i appearance,
*“ as it is baneful to society.”—Idwards. Vol. I1.
p- 30.

The state of the Mulatios i the West Indies,
and of the Ialf-castsy in the Last, is a subject
which must, cre long, engage the attention of the
British Parliament.  The local governments, in
cither country, are vtterly mcompetent to provide
a remcdy for the evil.  Nor will any remedy be
cver found, but that which the above judicious
writer has proposed ; and which Parliament only
can, by its enactinents, provide; viz. “ Instruc-
tion in the Christian religion,” to raic¢ them by
education above the contcmpt of their species;
and, a system of ‘“encouragement to their 1n-
dustry.”

This unhappy race is of English descent; but
it is a proscribed race in both hemispheres; a
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curse still following the immoral connection. So
great 1s the degradation of this cast, that in the
West Indies the Mulatto is, generally speaking,
more despicable in the cyes of the English* than

* <« The Negro works, and is therefore good for some-
“ thing: but the Mulatto,” savs the Planter, *is good for
‘““ nothing.” Otberwise it can hardly be said that the Mu-
latto is more despicable than the Negro. In fact, there 1s
not perhaps an animal in the creation, which is more despi-
cable in the eyes of the Planter, than the unhappy Negro.
This is exemplified by his rités of sepulture. Among the Ro-
mans, slaves were decently mterred, and their burial places
religiously respeeted (see Gravins, Rom, Antiq. Vol. xii.
p- 125G). Far different is the case in the West Indhes, at least
i the British islands., By an article of the Code Noir in the
French islands, it was humanely directed, that the deceased
Negro should have Christian buvial, and be interred in cons
secrated ground.  Butwe should scarch, in vain, in the laws
or practices of any of the British Colonies, for equal hm-
manity. 'There

“ The sacred dnst

“ O this heaven-laboured furm, crect, divine,”
when no longer animated with that soul wlich groaned
under a merciless oppression, and no longer fit for the pur-
poses of avarice, 1s abandoned, with the most unfecling con-
tempt, to the care of kindred wretches, to be interred, like
the carcase of a dead mule or dog, in the nearest vacant
soil.

It was believed by the Greeks and Romans, that the rites
of sepulture were necessary to the repose of the departed
spirit. What they could do, therefore, in a religions way, they
did, to provide in another world for the happiness of those
fellow-beings, who, in the present, were devoted to their
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the native African; and, in the Fast, the Ialf-
cast is counted inferior to the Hindoo.

service. Let West-India masters contemplate, and shudder
at, their own very opposite conduct. And let not charac-
teristics, like these, be esteemed of little moment. Qur
treatment of the dead not ounly indicates but influences our
feelings towards the living,

““ The State called Slavery delineated,” p. 315,
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INSTRUCTION OF THE NEGROES BY MISSIONARIES.

Tuar the Christian instruction of the Negroes
has been hitherto almost entirely neglected by the
local governments in the West Indies, is fully at-
tested by the statute books of ahinost every island,
which teem with laws concerning the labour, fines,
and punisfunents of the slaves, but have little re-
ference to them as being refional creatures.  This

fact appeared in full evidence before the British
Parliament®. 1t will be a satisfaction to the

» < (), What has een, and is now, the situation of the
slaves i Jamaica, as to religious mstruction ?

““ A, There are a very few properties on which there are
Moravian parsons ; but, in general, there 1s no aitention paic
to any religious instruction.”—JolIN WEDDERBURNE, Esy.
Evidence of 1700, House of Commons, p. 381,

“ (). Arc Negro slaves or their children in general bap
tized ?

‘““ A. It is not uncommon for Negro slaves to be baptized
by the Romish priests; but this depends entirely on their
ewn inclinations, as there are no religious institutions establishe
ed by law for the benefit of slaves in the island.”— GOVERNoOR

SETON. P, C. Report on Slave Trade, p. 3.
* Q. What religious institutions are there for the benefit

of Negro slaves iu each of the islands in the West Indies?
A, (By Mr. RoBERTON). ¢ None established, in either
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feeling mind, to see, from the title to this section,
that teachers of Christianity have visited this
unhappy race. The two principal bodies which
have engaged in this laudable undertaking, are the
United Brethren or Moravians, and the Wesleyan
Methodists. The number of converts belﬂnﬂ‘mﬂ‘
to the Moravians, who have laboured in this good
work, with success continvally augmenting, ever:
since the year 1732, is, Ly the Jast returns, nearly
25,000 ; those belonging to the Methodists, who
followed their example about the year 1783,
amount to 13,044 %.

It will be proper to say something here, of the
character of the Missionarics, and of their con-
verts, derived from unexceptionable evidenee.

- Mr. Edwards, in his History of the West In-
dies, has borne testimony to the merits of the
United Brethren, in the following termns :

the Windward or Leeward Islands.”—Same Report : Title,
Dominica.

Q. Same as preceding.

“A. We know of none such in Jamaica.,” By Mr. FuL-
LER, Agent of Jamnaica, Mr. CHIsSHOLME, and Mr. LoNgG.
—Same Report : Title, Jamaica. ’

““ In the old English Islands, and even the ceded Tslands
of St. Vincent and Dommique, the Negroes, in respect
to religion, are very shamefully neglected.”—JAMESs BAIL-

LIE, Esq. Evidencewf 1790, House of Commons, p. 201. -

* See Minutes of Conference of Wesleyan Methodists for
w2812, p, 43,
F 2
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““It is to the honour of Antigua, that its inha-
bitants have encouraged, in a particular manner,
the laudable endeavours of certain pious men, who
have undcrtaken, from the purest and best mo-
tives, to enlighten the minds of the Negroes, and
lead them into the knowledge of religious truth.
1n the Report of the Lords of Comunittee of Coun-
cil on the Slave Trade, is an account of the labours
of the Society known by the name of the Unitas
Iratrum (commonlv called Moravians), in this
truly glorious pursuit; from which 1t appears, that
their conduct in this business displays such sound
judgment, breathes such a spirit of genuine Chris-
tianity, and has been attended by such cminent
success, as to entitle its brethren and missionaries
to the most {avourable reception from every man
whiom the accidents of fortune have imvested with
power over the Africans; and who believes (as 1
hope every Planter believes) that they are his
fellow-creatures, and of equal immportance with
hiself, in the eyes ot an all-sceing and impartial
Governor of the Umiverse™.” Vol. 1. p. 488.

* From the Evidence in the Privy Council Reports, we
extract the following :

“ Q. Have the Moravians and Methodists applied them-
selves to the conversion of the Negro slaves in the Island of
Antigua?

““ A. Both the Moravian and Methodist preachers have
applied themselves very strenuously, and with great success,
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'There is another testimony on this subject,
which will be received with deep respect by the

in the conversion of the Negroes in that islind ; and as they
have built proper places to hold their meetings in, all the
slaves “are encouraged by their masters to attend.

“ Q. What has been the general effeet on the slaves who
are converted ?

“ A. A more decent deportment in their behaviour and
religious attendance : and most of them are become Chris-
stians.”—Commons’ Reporet, 1790, Evidence of THOMAS NOR-

BURY KERBY, Esq.

““ In addition {o what [ had the honour to mention to your
Grace on the subject of the Negroes in these Colonies, T beg
leave to observe, that, besides tire estabhished Clergy of the
islands, there are Moravian and Methodist Ministers settled
in all of them: for the purpose of affording moral and reli_
gious Instruction to the Negroes; and their congregations
are very numerous,

“To evince to your Grace how successful these Mission-
aries have been in their labours among the Leeward Islands,
I will endeavour to procure an exact account of the
number of Negroes who have been admitted into their con-
gregations, and transmit it to your Girace as soon as il can be
obtained.

“ I have, for some years past, ordered some sugar or rum
to be given annually, byevery estate under my direction in
this island, to the Missionarics, as a small gratuity for their
attendance upon the Negroes; and the practice bas been
followed by many others, though it has not yet become ge-
neral.”—House of Commons’ Papers, 1804, Letter from PRESI-
DENT THoOMPSON, of St. Christopher, then Governor of the
Leeward Islands, to the Duke of Portland.
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British nation. It is extracted from the * In-
siructions” drawn up by the late Dr. Porteus,
Bisliop of London, for the Missionaries belonging
to the Church of England, going out to the West
India Islands, under patronage of the ¢ Society
for the Conversion of the Negro Slaves,” incorpo-
rated by Royal Charter in 1794 ; of which the
Bishop of London is President.

‘“ The harvest before you is a plentiful one; the
work you are engaged in 1s a glorious one. It
1s nothing less than the opening a new school of
morality and religion in the Western world ; lay-
ing the foundation of a new Christin Church
within the confines of the Atlantic Ocecan; and
diffusing the blessings of the Gospel to more than
500,000 human beings, with all their numberless
descendants, to the remotest periods of time.”

We shall close this decisive cvidence with what might have
been singly suthcient ; an extract from the Minates of the
General Council and Assembly of all the Leeward Islands,
m 1794,

“ Resolved,—That the slaves in these islands may be
brought gradually to a considerable degree of religious
knowledge, by attention on the part of their masters and
the cleigy; as evidently appears ffom the great success that
has attended the pious exertions of the Moravian and
other Missionaries in the several islands of this Government,
whose mode of instruction and discipline seems to be par-
ticularly adapted to the minds and capacities of the hearers.”
—Papers, House of Commeons, 1804 ; 63. II.
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“ This surely is a prospect sufficient to animate
your zeal. One thing we know with certainty;
we know from fact, and from cxperience, from the
example of the Moravians above mentioned, that the
Negroes are capable of being made real Christians;
and that they give the most unequivocal proofs
of this, by the visible mfluence which the Gospel
actually has upon their hearts and lives. The So-
ciety trusts, therefore, that the Missionarics of the
Church of England will not manifest less picty, less
zeal, less activity, less diligence, than those of the
United Brethren ; and that, of course, their labours
will, under Providence, be at least equally success-
ful.”—Instructions jfor Missionuries to the West

India Islands. p. 15.
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EDICT CONCERNING CIRISTIANITY IN JAMAICA,

In the West Indics, there are honourable charac-
ters and respectable families, who are entitled to
as high cstimation as those of any .r:mmtry ;  par-
ticularly among the higher classes, and among the
learncd professions.  T'hc virtues of benevolence,
humamty, gencrosity, courage, and love of coun-
try, are, no doubt, frequently to be found, to the
honour of individuals.  But it 1s well known, that
these popular virtues are perfectly compatible with
a spirit hostile to Christianity. Tufidelity generally
arrogates to itself high personal virtues: and -
diticrence to Christianity (the sum of the charge
in this chapter) makes the same pretensions.

The legislative acts of a people are undoubt-
edly the best evidence of their gencral spirit and
temper.  Whether the acte of the legislative body
in Jamaica®*, which we arc about to recite, are to
be attributed to that contempt, and even hatred, of
the slaves, which provail, it is, alleged among the
planters, and which would nﬁurally lcad them to

* The legislative body of Jamaica, consists of the Gover-
nor ; a Council of twelve gentlemen, appointed by his Ma.
jesty ; and an Assembly, or House of Commons, consisting of
forty-thrce members, generally planters.
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view with indignation the attempt to instruct them
in that relicion which would seem to raise them to
a level with their masters 3 or whether it arise from
a fear, lest the slaves should really suffer a moral
mjury from the teachers of Christianity, and be
cxcited, in some future time, to insurrcction ; we
shall not presume to determine.  The following
statement shall be merely a transcript, with little
comment oi oir own, from the official Records of
Jamaica, and from the printed Accounts of the
Missionaries.

After the Mecethodist Missionaries had been
about ten years in the Island of Jamaica ; and bad
built a chapel at Kingston, which was attended
bv some Whites, and by many People of Colour
and Negroes; tlie Colonmal Legislature passed an
Act, on the 17th December, 1802, by which they
prohibited, and madc penal, “ preaching or teach-
““ing in a meeting of Ncgroes, or People of Co-
“lour, by a person not duly qualified.”  There
had hitherto been no law in Jamaica for Dissenters
to qualify at all; and the Legislature thought fit
to determine, that a person rcgularly and legally
qualified in England, under the Tolcration Act,
was not duly qualified for Jamaica. TIn conse-
quence of this law, two of the Missionaries were
thrown into prison. The penalty for the first
offence was ‘¢ onc month’s imprisonment, and
“ hard labour in the common workhouse.” The
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penalty for the setowd offence was, ‘“ imprison-
““ ment. and hard labour for six months,” or
such farther punishmeut *“ not extending to life,
‘“ as the Court should sce fit to inflict.”—>Such a
law, 1 relation to a whife man, had never been
heard of betore In Jamaica: for the laws there
arc highly respectful to the privileged order.  If,
again, a black man should ¢ teach or preach in a
“ mecting of Negroes, not being duly quahfied,”
he was ' 1o be sentenced to recelve, for the se-

““ cond offence, a public flogging, not exceedmg
“ thirty-nine lashes.”

By the operation of this law, the places of
worship of othier depominations of Christians be-
sides the Mecthodists, were shat up. The preachers .
were silenced; and, among the rest, a regularly
ordained minister of the Church of Scotland*.
The Missionaries, in the extremity of their suffer-
ings, comparcd this legal opposition, and its ef-
fects, to the persecution of Dioclesian ; only that
the punishments were not, as the law expressed
it, “ to extend to hte.”

The alleged ground for passing this Iidict in
Jamalca, whatever the truth,ef the case might be,
was certainly similar to that of the Edicts of Dio-
clesian. 1t was stated in the preamble, That the
slaves, by bemg permitted to assemble at these

* The Rev, Mr. Reid,
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mectings to hear Christiap#nstruction, were In
danger of being ‘“ perverted with tanatical no-
““ tions ; and that opportunity was afforded them
‘““ of concerting schemes of much public and pri-
““ vate misclief.”

On an application made by the different religi-
ous societies in England, whose Missionaries had
been silenced, the Committee of the Privy Coun-
cil for matters of Trade, examined the ierits
of the new Act; and, upon their Report, 1t was
disallowed by his Majesty, and consequently
ccascd to have any force m Jamaica.

Ilis Majesty, however, being desirous to pro-
mote cvery fair object which the Colonial Le-
gislature could have o view, transmitted to them
an amended draft of an Act, founded on the
principle, that possibly the public safcty might
require the regulation of Missionary cfforts.  "This
Act was such, as the Governor might be cm-
powered to give the Royal Assent to, if adopted
by the Council and Assembly.  Dut, upon its
being presented to the Assembly, they mdignant-
ly rejected it. They  Resolved, That any at-
““tempt by that Board” (Lords of Trade and
Plantations), * or any other, to direct or influence
‘““ the proceedings of' this House in matters of
‘““ internal regulation, by any previous proposi-
“ tion or decision on what is refcrred to, or under
‘“ their consideration and deliberation, is an in-
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‘““ terference with the appropriate functions of
“ the House, which it is their bounden duty never
“ to submit to.”

If it had been doubtful before, whether the
Act above-mentioncd had been founded on a
sincere apprehension of public evils, the proceed-
ing of the Assembly must have decided the ques-
tion. If they had becn really apprehensive that
the slaves, by meeting in Christian asscmblies,
would have ‘° an opportunity of concerting
““ schemes of public and privatc mischief,” they
would not have rejected a preventive law, from
a merc punctilio as to the mode of its introduction.
But the Jamaica Assembly, since they could not
have a law of their own making, would have
no law at all.
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THE SECOND EDICT.

THEe churches of the slaves had rest for nearly
three years; but, in 1807, a sccond persecution
(so named by the Missionaries) broke out with
the violence of a hurricane. The ground of it
was not alleged to be “ danger to the public
peacc.” It was of a quite different naturc  An
Ordinance was passed on the 15th June, 1807, by
the Common Councill of Kingston, ‘¢ for pre-
““ venting the profanation of religious rites and
"“ false worshipping of God, under the pretence
‘““*of teaching and preaching by illiterate persons.™
The preamble set forth, “That preaching, teach-
““ ing, and expounding the Word of God,” ought
not to be exercised ““ by uncducated, illiterate,
“ and ignorant persons, and false cnthusiasts;”
that the practicc of such pretended ‘¢ preaching
‘““ and expounding the Holy Seriptures by such
“ persons, to Jarge numbers of jersons of Colour
“ and Negroes of frée condition, had incressed to
‘“ an alarming degree;: and during such pretended
“ preaching and pretended worshipping of God,
“ divers indecent and unscewmly noises, GEsT1CU-
“ ¢arrons, and behaviour, often are used and
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“ take place, to the great annoyance of the neigh-
““ bours,” &c. It was thercfore enacted, That if
any person, under pretence of being a minister of
religion or expounder of Scripture, should ‘ pre-
sume to preach or teach, or offer up public
@ prayer, or sING PSALMS, In any meeting or
‘“ assembly of Negroes,” who was not *‘ duly au-
‘“ thonsed and qualilied” for the same, he should
be punished; if a white man, by fine and mmpri-

111

soument.  But if a slave should, under such pre-
tence, presume © to preach, or offer up public
‘“ prayer, or sSING psaLMs (in doing which latter
he would be in danger of the unseemly noises and
gesticulations aforesaid*), he should be punished
by * imprisonment for six months, or by wH1P-

“ PING not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, or by

*“ both, as shall be in those cases respectively arl-
“ judged.”
It was further enacted, That no person should

“ use public worship earlicr than the hour of six

&F

oclock in the morning, or later than sun-set in
‘“ the evening.” Nothing could be more effectual
for preventing the slaves from receiving instruction
six days out of seven; ‘ for before the sun rises
‘“ they are compelled to be at their labour; and
““ they are not sutfered to quit it till it sets §.”

* This parenthesis is not in the original law.
1+ Coke's History of the West Indies, Vol, i1, p, 17.
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But still the Sunday remaingd.

In the month of November, of the same year,
1807, an Act was passed by the Legislature of the
Island, prohibiting the Missionaries from teaching
at all—even on Sunday. It consisted of two
enactr;lents the second of which declarcd, ““ That
“ no Methodist Missionary, or other sectary, or
¢ preacher, shall presume to mstruct our slaves,
““ or to receive them into their houses, chapels, or
conventicles; under the penalty of 206 for
cvery slave proved to have been there™ (that s,
20,000/, for a congregation of 1000 slaves), ** to.
“ be recovered i a summary mamer, before any

¢

41

[ 74

three justices of the peace; and, on refusal of

‘ payment, to commit the offender to gaol until
‘ payment should be made.”

.One of the principal Missionarics was thrown
mto Kingston gaol. The others continued 1o
preach to the Whites, and to the free People of
Colour; but NO SLAVE WAS PERMITTED 70
ENTER™.

® ¢« Frequently, while men of fiee condition entered fo
hear preaching, the slaves crowded about the doors, which.
the Edict forbad them to enter, with looks of the wost
expressive sorrow, and words of the most ]]EI!HI"HTHF"'

L]
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eloquence. ¢ Massa, HH" no 2o  to heaven now.’—¢ White
man keep black man from serving God.—¢ Black mun
““ got no soul.”—*Nobody teach black man now.’—1If ever
‘“ the words of Sterne had a meaning, ¢ I heard s chiams,

L ]

™
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We observed that, this law consisted of two
cnactiments, the second of which 1s recited above.
It 1s time to notice the first enactiment, which 13
excecedingly curious. It contained the ground or
rcason for the second enactment. It was not the
ground of the Law of 1802, va. ‘‘ danger to the
*“ public peace;” neither that of the Ordinance of
June 1807, namely, *“ thc unseemly noiscs and
““ gesticulations of the preachers™ and ‘¢ false wor-
“ shipping of God ;" but it was *“ That nasters
“ and mistresses” (the established clergy arc over-
looked) ‘¢ shall teach the slaves themselves in the
“ doctrines of the Iistablished Church, and so
‘“ prevent the necessity of the Missionaries teach
““ Ing them af all.”

This cnactment greatly astonished “ the mas-
ters and stresses,” particularly when they re-
flected on the extent of their charge. But their
alarm subsided, when they found that it was an
enactment witlhout a penalty.

On hearing of the Second Edict in Jamaica,
the friends of the Mission in Iingland presented
a Petition to the King's Majesty in Council, in
which they humbly represented, * That the be-
“ nehiced and regular Clergy of that Colony

o

‘““ and the iron entered into my soul,’—it must have been
‘“ on such an occasion as this.”
Coke's History, Vol ii, p. 25.
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*“ confine their ministerial instructions almost
““ wholly, if not entirely, to the white and
‘““ other free inhabitants. That the Right Re-
‘““ verend the Lord Bishop of London, in behalf
““ of .* the Society for the Propagation of the
‘““ Gospel in Foreign Parts,” a few ycars ago sent
‘“ a Missionary to instruct the Negroes it the said
“ island of Jamaica, but that the said Missionary
‘* soon after died of the yellow fever @ since which
‘““ time, as they are informed and believe, there
‘“ has becn no Missionary for the instruction of
““ the Negroes 1n that island, who had been
“ ordained by any Bishop of the Established
“ Church.”
+ The petition then proceeds :

¢ It 1s therefore a melancholy truth, as your

™

‘““*petitioners Inunbly beg leave further to repre-
“ sent to your Majesty, that, about four hundred
*“ thousand of the humun race are eflectually ex-
“ cluded, by this law, from all public worship,
““ and from all public and private mstruction:
‘“ and that i1t amounts to a prohibition, by a
‘“ Christian Legislature, not ol any particular
‘““ doctrines or modes of worship, but of thc pro-
‘* pagation of the Gospel itgelf among your Ma-
““ jesty’s subjects above mentioned.  In this view
““ it is a measure of persecution unexampled. in
““ the Christian world.”— Coke's History, Vol. .
p- €9.

=
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In April, 1809, the merits of the Act were
duly considered at the Board of Trade, and an
Agent from Jamaica attended to cxplain and en-
force its clauses*. On the 20th of thc same
month, a notification was sent to the Petitioners,
wmforming them, that the Act passed in Jamaica,

* We havt-: heard, that it was alleged, in defence of the
Att That a certain Preacher or Preachers of the Metho-
dists had been guilty of indiscretions and of a flagrant zeal,
and that one of them had preached against slavery. If
any preacher acted thus seditiously, which we do not be-
lieve, he ought to have becen prosecuted for the crime,
and expelled from the island, or sentenced to such other
punishment as the Court might adjudge, ¢ not extending to
life.” Bat his ndividual crime was not a reason for pass-
ing a Law against Christtanity, and forbidding the Negroes
“ to SING PSALMS” and praise their Maker! If sedi-
tious conduct oun the part of the Preachers was the
ground of the Act, why was not that ground mnscrted in the
preamble?

As to the allegation that a certain Missionary preached
against Slavery, in the ears of persons who were Slaves, and
in a place where they are Slaves by law, it is scarcely
credible, supposing the man were sane. The doctrine of
the Apostlie Paul is just the comtrary: a doctrine, which,
we doubt not, has ever been ;:i:aluusijf inculcated on the
Slaves in the West Indies, by every Missionary who was
worthy of thal name: it

““ Art thou called, being a servant, care not for it; but
¢ if thou mayest be inade fri:o,-usv it rajher; for he that is
¢ called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s free-
“ man, -—1 Cor. vii, 21.
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in November 1807, had been that day disallowed
by his Majesty in Council.

We are concerned to state, that the spirit of
opposition to the instruction of the Slaves in Ja-
maica still continues®, notwithstanding the re-
peated interference of his Majesty's (Government.
Had therc been any hopc that hastﬁity would
ccase, the above details would not now have
becn given to the public.  But as we apprehend
public dishonour has been put upon Christianity
m a part of the British Enipire; and as the in-
terests of more than 360,000 hapless Africans arc
concerned in the event; it appeared to be a case
winch ought to be subnntted, in its full dimen-
sipns, to the Imperial Parlianient.

* In an official Report of the Missionary Commiftec at
the New Chapel, City Road, dated 27th January, 1813, is the
{ollowing paragraph ;

“ Last August, Mr. Wiggius, one of our Missionaries in
“ Yamaica, was sent to prison for a month for preaching
“ twice in our Chapel on the Lord's-day.  And the Magi-
““ strates appear to be determined that Missionaries :-'.hu!l
“ not be permitted to preach inany part of the island.”

.
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THE EAST INDIES.

TaE claim of the East Indies, like that of the
West Indies, 1is two-fold. A religious establish-
ment is wanted to perpctuate Christianity among
our own countrymen; and our native subjects
have a claim on us for Christian instruction, as
circumstances shall permit us to afford it. We
shall notice, in the first place, those natives who
profess our own religion; for we consider, that
the attention of the Legislature is first duec to
the Christians, or nominal Christians, who are
subject to our dominion, but who are destitute
of the privileges and 1nstitutions of a Christian
people. By this rule, our regards will be prima-
rily directed to the Christians of Ceylon,
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CRYLON.

Ovur first measures in supplying instruction,
are claimed by the Protestant Christiﬂns of the
Island of Ceylon. And a more urgent case could
scarcely have presented itself to an Assembly
meditating designs for the honour of Christianity.
There 1s this further encouragement, that the sub-
ject may be entered upon with facility. The
country is the King's. The difficulties of a
.mixed government do not present themselves.
It will appear to the Imperial Parliament, by
reference to the Ceylon Government;

That Ceylon contained, by computation 1n
1801, “ three hundred and forty-two thousand
Protestant Christians ;” and that there are only
three English Chaplains and threc Protestant
Missionaries in the whole island ;—

That the old Protestant Churches (some of
them spacious buildings), of which there wefe
formerly thirty-two in one province alone¥,
have mostly fallen into rhins; and that those
which stand, are occupied, at pleasure, by Ro-

* Jafinapatam.
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mish priests from Goa; who are assuming undis-
puted possession of the island ;—and

That, from want of Protestant instruction, the
secession to the Romish communion, and to the
idolatry of the Idol Boodha, is, as might be ex-
‘pected, very great, every successive year.
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JAVA.

Besrpes the Christians of Ceylon, our late con-
quests have placed under our dominion and super-
intendance the Protestaut Christians of Java,
and of the other isles of the Malayan Archipe-
lago. Their number 1s so great, that they cannot
too soon engage the attention of the Legislature,
particularly as they may become, by our icans,
useful instruments of confirning and extending
a pure Christianity in the Pacific Ocean. The
honour of religion demands, that these our new
‘subjects should not be so long forgotten, as the
Chnistians of Ceylon.

The native Christians of the Archipclago were
first Roman Catholics. They afterwards became
Protestants of the Dutch Church. DBut, for
many ycars, they have been almost entirely neg-
lected by either communion. In some islands,
there 1s no minister of Christianity at all ; so that
it may be expected, that, like the Protestants of
Ceylon, they would be willing to submit them-
selves, for their spiritual benefit, to any form of
Ecclesiastical Regulation, which the English Go-
vernment shoukd choose to appoint.
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THE NATIVE CHRISTIANS IN INDIA OF ALL DENO-
MINATIONS.

TuE native Christians in India, including Pro-
testants, Syrians, and Roman Catholics, are very
numerous. The number of those in Ceylon and
Hindostan alone (excluding Java and the other
Isles) has been lately announced to us, by ““ An
‘““ Appeal,” which was made at the seat of the Su-
preme Government in Bengal, “in Behalf of Nine
““ Hundred Thousand Native Christians who want
‘““ the Bible*.” 'The justice of this Appeal was
acknowledged, and a liberal contribution was
prowptly made, by the inhabitants of that gene-
rous settlement ; but the supply was, as might be
expected, in no way adequate to the demand,
which requires a fund both cxtensive and perma-
nent.

The same Appeal is now humbly preferrcd to
the Imperial Parliainent. That the Parent State,

* See  Christian India; or an Appeal on Behalf of
** 900,000 Christi wns in India who want the Bible.,” By Henry
Martyn, B. D. Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge, and
Chaplain to the Honourable the East-India Company in
Bengal. Calcutta: printed. Sold by Cadell and Davies,
Sgtrand, London.
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having subjected 900,000 Christians to her do-
minion, and finding them generally destitute of
the Charter of their Faith, will consider it a duty
to promote measures for supplying it, we may
reasonably expect. If, indeed, we were about to
dissolve our connection with them, and to transfer
them to some other power, there might be some
ground for the delay. But Government has no
intention, we presume, of resigning its authority
over these Christlans, If, then, we expect a long
and happy union with them, and if we look for
loyalty and allegiance from a knowledge of moral
duty, let us make some provision for supplying
themn with the Code of Christianity. We speak
notnow of the duty of affording Christian in-
straction by teachers and preachers; but of that
symple, primary, and more obvious duty, easy
of execution, and not liable to objection, the dis-
tribution of the Ifoly Scriptures among our Chris-
tian children. That they ought to be supplied
from some quarter, we think there 1s no man in
this kingdom will deny.

But it may, perhaps, be said, ¢ The object is
good, the measure 18 entircly unobjectionablé ;
but there may probably be some other mcans of
accomplishing it, thaf by enactments of the Le-
gislature.” But, by what other means can. it be
accomplished ? *Shall we leave this national duty
to the casual exertions of individuals, and of pri-
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vate societies? Or is it of no consequence, what
kind of Bible is offered to India? Is it thus that
wetreat our Christiun subjects at home? The State
undertakes to supply her children at home with
the Holy Scriptures. The State takes charge of
the Bible; guards the accuracy of its printing;
comunits the sale of it to proper authorities, and
takes care that the supply shall be always equal
to the demand.  This is doing honour to the
Word of God. Dut are not thesc Protestant
Christians in the East, the children of the State
also? And does not the sacredness of the Bible
extend beyond our own shoresr On what princi-
plc then is it, that this privilege i1s to be denied
to themr Has the subject ever been considered?
Ought there not to be some mode of reporting, on
the character of the various Translations of the
Scriptures which are now In progress within the
British dominions, that the translators may have
their duc reward in the thanks of the nation;
and that thc nation may have confidence 1n the
fidclity of the translations?

There is one principal rcason why Parliament
shiould sanction the distribution of the Bible
among our Christian subjccts; namely, That Go-
vernors of districts in India, unless they be men
who are friendly to Christianity, will not give
themselves any trouble on the subject; and the
hostility of a single public officer may stop the
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distribution of Bibles, and shut out the heavenly
gift from a whole Province.

The Roman Catholics in the South of India,
will have no ohjection to reccive the Bible. At
present, even their pricsts are 'in general destitute
of it. Ilence it has come to pass, that, under
a Clristian name, the people are on the brink
of Paganism.

A general hope is frequently expressed in Eng-
land, That the people of India will, in some way
or other, attain to civilization, under the auspices
of our nation.  The Legislature can certainly
devisc no more efficacious means of accomplish-
ing this hope, than by making provision for the
supply of the Iloly Scriptures in every Province
where they may be wanted. Thus would our
Christian nation “ open the fountain of the wa-
ters of life” to the nations of the East.

We observed above, that the Roman Catholic
in India has no objection to receive the Bible.
There are other Christians who implore it.

Among the Christians in the East, the Syrian
©€hurch of Malay-ala holds a conspicuous place.
Had our own Church bcen accustomed, in time
past, to extend her boundary, and to look out
for fit subjects whom she might unite with her-
self, and cherish with pious nurture and affec-
tion, with what lively interest would she have
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suddenly cast her eyes on the small but ancient
Church of the Syrian Christians! A Church,
which can assert an antiquity reaching to the
primitive ages, and which has yet preserved its
indepeudence unto this ;—a Church, which pre-
served the Bible and the use of it to the people,
when it was shut to our own nation and to all
Europc ;—a Church, which»ctains to this day, in
its sacred services, that samc language which our
blessed Saviour spake in the streets of Jerusalem;
—a Church, 1n fine, which now seeks the alli-
ance of a respectable nation, that it may be de-
fended against the power and solicitation of the

Romish communion *,.

* The certain degeneracy of a Church, in consequence of
the loss of the Bible, cannot be more strongly exemplified,
than in the case of some of the Syrian Christians, who were
proselyted to the Romish communion about threce hundred
years ago. "

‘“ In passing through the Romish provinces in the East,
“ though the Author had before heard much of the Papal
“* corruptions, he certainly did not expect to see Christianity
“ in the degraded state in which he found it. Of the
“ Priests it may truly be said, that they are, in geueral, bes
¢ ter acquainted with the Vedwx of Brahmah, than with the
“ Gospel of Christ. In some plazes, the doctrines of both
* are blended. At Aughoor, situated between Trichinopoly
“ and Madura, be witnessed (in October 1806) a tower
“ of Juggernaut, which was employed to solemnize Christian
“ festivals, The old priest, Josephus, accompanied him, when
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It ought not to be objccted to such a people,
that they do not hold all our Articles. We ought

““ he surveyed the idolatrous cur and its painted figures,
“ and gave him a particular account of the varidiis ceremo-
“ nies which are i erformed, seemingly unconscious himself
““ of any impropricty i them. The Author went afterwards
“ with him into the church, and seeing a hook lying on the
“ altar, opened it ; but the reader may judge of his surprise,
“ when he found it was a Syriac volume, and was informed,
‘“ that the priest himself was a descendant of the Syrian
¢« Christians, and belonged to what is now called the Syro-
“ Roman Church, the whole service of which is in Syriac.
“ Thus, by the intervention of the Papal power, are the
‘“ ceremonies of Moloch consecrated, in a manner, by the
““ sacred Syriac language.”— Christian Researches, p. 126.
First Ed:tion.

:These are the Syrian Christians who are chiefly intended,
in an account of the Syrian Church published last vear, by
“* the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.”

The Syro-Romish Churches are to be found in different
districts in the South of India; some in Malay-ala, and
others in the adjoining provinces. They vary much in their
appearance and character, according to the circumstances
of their situation, since their separation from the ancient
Church; some being very decent in their ritua}, and {}I'IIEIS
declining (like those above-mentioned) to the practices of
the heathen. So that what is true of the inhabitants of one
district, may be just the réverse in regard to those of ano-

ther.

-
The Roman Catholics in our sister istand moy derive a
useful lesson, from the above example, of the fatal conse-
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LY
to reflect, that although they have been subject in
the course of ages, once to Nestorian Bishops,

quences resulting (o a Church, from the loss of the Bible.—
It is commonly said, wmong the Romish priesthood of lre-
land, < Ifthe priests have got the Bible, the Church has got
“ the Bible.”—This form of words is well calculated to
delude the simple minds of the ignorant people. Whereas
the very reverse is the truth ; ““ When the people have lost
““ the Bible, the Church has lost it.”—This is a practica]
maxim, fully confirmed by the experience of ages, and illus-
trated in several countries at this time, and particularly in
Ireland. It is a truth, which, we suppose no mtelligent
Roman Catholic, of any education (certainly none in Eng-
land) will deny: for “ to confine the church of God to

““ the priests,” is a sentiment which was only worthy of the
dark ages.

Had ¢ the Book containing Divine instruction, intended
by Giod for all mankind,” been given to the common péo-
ple in Ireland, as to those in England, at the era of the
Reformation, there would not now be the contest which we
see, between Light and Darkness. A nation, which has not
the Bible, can never understand or coineide with the priner-
ples of a people whose minds have been expanded by the
knowledge of the Bible. To allege that they can, is to do
very little honour to the Revelation of God. The chief
emancipation which the common people of Ireland need,
is that from ignorance. And those Catholic Lords, who
shall have spirit enough to urge the diffusion of the Bible,
and establishment of schools, notwithstanding the resistance
of the priests, (for who will allege, that the Romish priests
in Ireland are an enlightened people, or that their judgment
is to he consulted on subjects referring to the peace of the
United Kingdom?) will do most for the intellectual un-
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and since to Eutychian Bishops, the name by
which they are known over India (the St. Tho-
mas Christians) imports an origin which reaches
SJur beyond cither of these sects; and we may
justly wonder, that, under the influcnce of such
disadvantages, they should not now be charge-
able with some vital and radical error m» Chris-
tianity ; which certainly 1s not the case; though
some of them may hold, likc some in our coun-
try, metaphysical crrors in doctrine.

No sooner shall our Church begin to enlarge
her pale, and to open her maternal arms to re-
ccive the outcasts of the visible Church in the
British dominions throughout the world*, than

provement, the loyal demeanour, and the best interests of
thte people.

* There is no room, however, ou the part of other
Churches in Enrope, to reflect on the Church of England
for want of zeal in extending the boundary of the Church
of Christ in the world. The Church of Scotland has been
as deficient in this vespect, as the Church of England. Nor
is this an argument for the Dissenter against National Esta-
blishments, as though their zeal must necessarily degene-
rate. By no means. 'Ihe Church of Rome prosecuted the
object of evangelizing naticns, according to her teucts, with
ardour and perseverance. » As to the smaller denominations
in England and Scotland, we have before secn, that, in re-
gard to the evangelization of the world, they seemed not,
till lately, to consider that it concerned them at all,



06 EAST INDIES,

her affections will be powerfully attracted by the
circumstances, wants, and character of the Sy-
rian Charch of Malay-ala.

The region of this people will be contiguous

to the boundary of the proposed bishoprics of
Madras and Bombay.



CIVILIZATION OF HINDOSTAN. Q7

CIVILIZATION OF IITNDOSTAN. J

Tur civilization of Hindostan ought to be the
chief and ultimate object of our maintaining ein-
pirc n that country. It is lawful for our na-
tion to enrich herself with its products, and to
make 1t a source of diguity and power; butif she
losc sight of the good of the people, that 1is, the
Christian Civilization of her heathen subjects, as
her ultimate object in the subjugation and future
donnnion of that country, she loses sight of her
character as a Christian nation.

It is of little conscquence what our country
thought of this subject, in the gradual stages of con-
quest and of acquisition. The case 1 now before the
nation, 1 its full dimensions, for the firsf&ime. Itis
this. A Christian people (to whom the world looks
for example) have, by means of that power which
Providence has given them, subjeeted to their
dominion certain heathen nations; und they look
to maintain that dominion for many hundred
years. The ultimate object of the adventurers
who obtained the firstefooting on a part of this
Fmpire, was—the commerce of the country.
What ought te be the ultimate object of the

H
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Christian people, who posscss the whole Em-
pire’

It may surely be expected, that the Imperial
Parliament will decide, ““ That, while our aggran-
““ disement by commerce 1s lawful, and may be

¢ prosccuted as a source of prosperity and great-

‘“ ness, the ultimate object of the nation, in the

‘““ subjection and permanent dominion of Ilin-
““ dostan, 1s to be found in the iINJuNCTIONS oOf
““ Christianity.”

It 1s painful to reflect, that the laws respect-
ing India (saving the pious and obsolete clauses
m the first Charters) have, in general, the ap-
pcarance of being made under the supposition
that Christianity was not true.  For what recogni-
tion is therc of the solemn 1ujunctions contained in
the Old and New Testamentr Let the nation
stand in the room of the individual (for her re-
sponsibility 1s yet greatcr than that of the indi-
vidual), and hear the preeepts addressed to her,

1. “ Love thy neighbour as thyself.”—Do we
consider the Hindoo as our neighbour? And if
we do, has the nation acted toward him as the
Guud Samaritan’

“ As ye would that others should do unto
¢« wau, do ye also unto thcm.”—Have we done
unto the Hindoo that, which the first Christian
people did unto us, when they found us immersed
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in barbarity and superstition, and our altars pol-
luted with hwinan blood P *

3. *“ Preach the Gospel unto every creafure.”
—Hath one preacher, belonging to our Church o,
been sent forth by the national Church to ““ preach
the Giospel” to the Hindoo? ¢ A father hears the
Divine precept, and tcaches his children. Has
our nation considered her Hindoo subjects as her
children? If wc owe themm not paternal regard,

who does? Is Brahma their Father ?
4. ““ All nations whom thou hast made shall

““ come and worship before thee, O Lord; and
‘“ shall glorify thy name.”—1)o we believe this
Divine record? Or does the event secm so im-

* Before the preaching of the Gospel of Christ in this
kingdom, uo church existed but the temple of a hideous
fdol: who, like the Moloch of the East, had his regular
libations of human blood. 'To the cruel rites of the Druidi-
cal superstition succeeded the Roman ldolatry. In Corn-
wall, stood the Temple of Mercury; in Bangor, the Temple
of Minerva; at Malden, the Temple of Victoria; at Leices-
ter, the Temple of Janus; at York, where St.Peter’s now
stands, the Temple of Bellona; in London, on the site of St.
Paul’s, the Temple of Diana; and at Westminster, where
the Abbey rears its venerable pile, a Temple of Apollo. '

See a Survey of ancient British Idolatry, in a
Sermon of Dr. Plaifere, preached, in 1573,
before the University of Cambridge.

t The four Misﬁgmmries supported by our Church in India
are Danes or Germans of the Lutheran Communion.

ne
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probable, that we absolutely despair of its ac-
complishment; so that we¢ no more expect it
than the heathens themselves? And s this de-

spair the reason why we have not sent onc torcls
amidst the darkness:*

¥ So long ago as 1762, the following eloquent and evan
velic Appeal was made to Britain by the Bishop of Oxford,
in consequence of lLier extensive conquests, With how
much more justice may it be urged now!

“ A new ficld is now open fo our labour. By the bless-
ing of God on his Majesty’s arms, it stretches itself to the
uttermost parts of the Globe.  Our armics have gone be-
fore us; they have made the most distant countries acces-
sible to o Missionaries, and brought multitudes innumer-
able withiws the reach of our instruction. Dut where, 1n this
¢ wilderness,” can be found ¢ bread from heaven’” suthetent to
satisfy their wants?  Their wild untoward minds remain in
the same savase state of ignorance in which they were
formed.  Their superstition, their prejudices, their brutal
habits and melinations, remain still unconguered. Our sword
carried no instruction with it. Jt made them own and obey
a superior upon carth; but it could not force their intel-
lects ; it could not open their hearts to reccive and obey @
lugher Master in beaven, ¢ the oune true God, and Jesus
* Christ whom he hath sent.”  This victory over their hearts
com be gained only by the force of Truth, ¢ by the Word of
* God.” Baut truth has no force where it is not perceived ; nor
“ the Word of God,” where it is pot published. Teachers
must therefore be sent to explain and enforce it ; and these
#n some proportion to the number who want it.  New schools
of virtue must be founded—new seminaries of religion
planted—new churches for Divine worship erected. The
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But it may possibly be alleged in excuse for

these neglects, that the minds of the Hindoos are

““ not accessible to reason and argument; that

*“ their superstitions are impregnable and their
““ prejudices invincible.”  We ask then, has the
nation fulfilled her Christiati obligation to those
orphans and outcasts, whose minds are pliant,
who have yet no religion and seck a Faith? fOr,
have we fulfilled ‘“the new commandment” to-

plenteousness of the harvest exceeds the power of our la-
bour to gatherit. We must ¢ pray the Lord of the harvest
¢ that he will seud forth lubourers.” The same good Provi-
dence, which, beyond all human expectation, has opened
this extent of country to our victorions forces, can equally
open it for the entrance of s Word, and may, for that very
reason, have already opened it to our arms, in order to
inake 2 way for His Tiuth to follow them, ¢ The Sowers,’
therefore, must ¢ rro forth to sow the seed;’ and however
small its success may at {irst appear, we have no reason to
despair of its futu®e gronth. We know to what our Saviour
has hkened the kingdom of heaven:—¢ The kingdom of
‘ Ireaven 1s like unto a grain of Mustard Seed, which a4 man
¢ took and sowed m his field ; which indeed is the least of all
¢ seeds; but when it is grown it is the greatest among herbs
< and becometh o TREE, so that the birds of the air come
¢ and lodge in the branches thercof.””

See Sermon by Dr. Hume, Lord Bishop of Oxford,
preached betbre the “ Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” on Feb.
19, 1762, p. 16.

Every sentence of the above is descriptive of Hindostan,
as il is, or as it will be,
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ward those natives who already profess Qhris-
tianily, but who are destitute of 1its institutions,
and are wandering like sheep without a shepherd?
—* A new commandment J give unio you, that ye
“love one anether.” Have we yet regarded
these as ‘“ brothers,” as neighbours,” as ** bar-
“ takers of the benefit” and of ‘ the heavenly
“ calling ?”

What apology shall be offered for these omis-
sions? It is this. The Dritish mnation, during
the progress of conquest by a private Company,
scarcely recognised the Hindoo people as her
charge. Her right in them, or her dominion
over then, was not ascertained. Her relation to
them was dublous. She did not (that is, the
nation at large did not) view them directly as her
children. This was literally the case. Dut she
will acknowledge, we trust, that she views them
as her children now

Besides the motives for giving Christian instruc-
tion to India, which are purely evangelical, and
are common to all our possessions ; there are some
considerations which refer ‘o Hindostan cxclu-
sively ; and these are, Political and Moral.
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POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS.

The Diffusion of Christianity favourable to the
Perpetuity of our Empire in India.

Our Indian Empire has been called an Empire
of Opinion; by which cxpression Is intended,
That our sccurity is dcpendent, mn a great mea-
sure, on the opinion of the people; and that this
opinion may be easily changed. And it is believed
that the opinion may be casily changed, because
the natives are of one religion, and we of another.
#f they were of the saine religion with oursclves,
we should understand their principles, and nnght,
by degrees, reposc confidence in them, as we do
in our subjects at home. In timc there would
he a common Interest, and some reciprocal af-
fection, between us. DBut these cordial senti-
ments cannot exist In any great degree, }wh{_n‘e
the principles of cach are not fully understood.
Even between the religion of England and the
prevailing religion of Ireland, there exist want of
harmony and want of confidenice. How much
greater must be the dissonance between Chris-
tianity and Paganism!
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What, then, is the expectation of intelligent
minds on this subject, founded on the maxims of
wisdom and experience? Is it to be expected
that we shall continue to awe the minds of sixty
millions of Ilindoos and Mahometauns for ages to
come, by a force of thirty thousand men?  Cun
we reasonably expect that this empire of opinion
will never be dissolved?  And even if we did, is
it right (to anticipate a moral consideration) for
g Christian nation to subjugate a people for no
other purpose than to export their wealth ?

But, to return to the political consideration.
We know that this empire of opinion is in danger
of receiving a concussion from time to time. What
is the causc of that anxiety about the fate of
India, mnanifested on cvery arrival of tidings from
that country” What occasions in our breasts thet
continual dread of conspiracy and massacre?
The cause of it is cvident. It is owing to our
want of confidence in the people.  We are con-
sclous that we do not understand their principles ;
and wc think it periectly natural that Pagans
should wish to liberate thomselves from the yoke
of Christians. Is, then, the nation to remain in
this state of conscious alarm and trepidation for

y

ever?

But, again: Ts not this alarm heightened, in
some degree, by an apprehension, That we have
been deficient in duty to that people? Let the
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nation honestly examine itself on this point.
And that we may do justice to the examination,
let us supposc a possible case. Lct us suppose,
that, in the course of events, we should be sud-
denly expelled from lndia. What then would
be our reflections, on the occasion of such an
eventr .

It we had faithfully performed our duty as a
Christian people to the natives, and oflered them,
s0 far as circumstances would permit, that best
blessing which Heaven hath conferred on man-
kind; we might be able to submit with somne
fortitude to the dispensation, and say, * God
“ was plcased to employ Great Brituin as His
“ mustrument to restore the Light of Truth to the
“ Eastern World ; and that service being per-
* formed, he withdraws her from the scene.”

But if, as is the case, we had done little or
nothing for India, what would be our reflections
on such an event as that we have supposed?
How poignant would be the national remorse!
And how opprobrious the fact, in the record of
historv, for ages to come! That grcat philoso-
pher and statesian, Edmund Burke, made the
following obscrvation in Parliament nearly thirty
years ago: “ If the English should be suddenly
“ driven from India by an angry'and refributive
“ Providence, no trace would be left that a
“ civilized people had set their foot on it, ex-
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“ cept,” he indignantly adds, “‘ by the desola-
“ tion of war.” This sentiment was repeaté{l
very lately in India, on an occasion whicl natu-
rally called it forth, by a person who hLad better
opportunttics of knowing the actual state ef the
country than Mr. Burke could have possessed.
After witnessing the troops marching against
each other, and not knowing, for a time, what
would be the fate of the Empire, he made the
following remark when the danger was over:

““ It cannot but have occurred to every reflect-
‘“ Ing mind, n looking back on past scenes, 1f 1t
“ had pleased God, in his Providence, to dis-
% nossess us of our dominions, how little would
** have remained to shew, That a people, blessed
““ with the light of the glorious Gospel of Chrict,
*“ bad once borne sway in this land! DBut now,”
he adds, in allusion to the translation of the
Scriptures, “ the Word of God, in all the lan-
“ guages of India, will be an enduring Monu-
‘““ ment of British Piety and Liberality, for which
¢ the sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving will
‘““ ascend to thc Most High to the latest gene-
“ ration *.”

It has long been the reproach of Great Britain,
that she extends her Territories for her Com-

merce alone.  Is this true, or is it not> If it be

¥ Christian Researches, p. 290, 4to.
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truc in any degree, what better opportunity can
ofter than the present, for taking away the rc-
proach for everr Nothing exists, at this mo-
ment, to prevent her meditating measures of
grand 1mportance to the human race *.

* The Remonstrance of Bishop Lowth, in 1771, in fa-
vour of giving an Ecclesiastical Establishment to America
in time, seews almost 1o have been written as prospective of
the state of our Church in India, and of the tardy attehtion
to its claim :

‘“ The proper and only remedy hath long since been
¢ poinied out;—the appointment of one or more resident.
«« Bishops, for the exercise of oflices purely Episcopal in the
“ American Church of England ; for administring the se-
** Jemn and cdifying Rite of CoONFIRMATION; for ordain-
“ ing Ministers and superintending their conduct—offices to
“ which the menmbers of the Church of Eugland have an
<« pndeniable claim, and from which they cannot be pre-
«“ cluded without manifest injustice and oppression. The de-
¢ sign bath been laid before the public in the most unex-
¢« ceptionable form: and it hath been supported against
** every objection, which unreasonable and indecent oppo-
¢ sition hath raised, by arguments unanswered and unan-
““ swerable,”

See Sermon by Robert, Lord Bishop of Oxford,
preached before the ‘ Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” on
Feb. 15, 1771, p. 17.
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The Diffusion of Christianity nol obnozxious to the
Natives.

But, if we¢ use means to convert the natiyes to
Christianity, will they not rebel ?

This unfounded surmise seems to have been
well caleulated to impose on the minds of men
at a distance from the scenc. It was first sug-
gcsted by very honest, probably, but certain]}r not
well-informed minds; which, in their view of
India, mistook a part for the whole ; and, in con-
sidering a particular act of some native troops for
which they could not account, thought of ascrib-
ing it to motives which never entered into their
minds. Prudent and peaceable means of exiend-
ing the Christian Religion will not be the cause of
rebellion in India, while we have a foot of land
in the country. The natives are entircly a di-
vided people i reiigious sentiment.  They difter
fromm one another, as well as from us.  There
are numerous Casts of Religion, and differences
of religious belicf, amongst them.  Missiona-
ries of various sccts, Christian, NMahometan,
Brahminical, and Boodhist, have cxisted among
them from time hmmemorial.  There is no novel-
ty, as some in England consider jt, in the attempt
to conveit the Asiutics to Christianity. It began
in Hindostan more than a thousand years ago.
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Dut such facilitics as arc now presented to us for
influencing the minds of wen throughout these cx-
tensive provinees, werc pever before posscssed by
any Christian people.

Prudent and peaceable means of instruction,
cxercised on the multitudes of orphans who have
no religion, on persons grown up who have lost
their cast and seck a faith, and on Christians who
scarcely know why they are called by that name,
(for these are the three descriptions of persons
who will chicfly engross the labours of Mission-
aries for some time to come) will not excite to
rebellion ; but will call forth, in & few years, a
oeneral expression of thankfulness frowm all parts
ot India, to the Dritish nation.

It is not intended, by the foregoing explana-
tion, to urge the Legislature to adopt any direct
means, in the way of expensive establishment, for
prosclyting the natives.  Tlis i1s, indeed, a duty ;
but we have another duty which 1s greater, -and
which will be noticed presently.  All that is ex-
pected at present, in regard to the natives, 1s,
That the governing power would not shew itself
hostile to the measure of instructing them ; which,
certainly, with some exception, has hitherto been
the casc. It has been cven attempted to justify
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this hostility: not indeed by the governing
power, but by its avowed detenders. It has
been attemptcd to jugpity it, on the plea of
““ dangcr to the country,” and on the plea of the
‘““ sufliciency of the Brahminical faith;” two,argu-
ments, which every man, who is comipetent to offer
an opinion on the subject, will eonsider to be of
equal value. “ Whatever,” therefore,  wa: the
“ plea, the attemnpt has been made” (we write 1t
with shame) ‘¢ to justify hostility to the Christian
“ instruction of the natives of India.”

But the adoption of means for the instruction of
the natives, 1s not the primary point of England’s
duty, in relation to her Indian Einpire.  She
owes her primary obligations to her own children.
This is her supreme duty. Let us first give reli-
gious advantages to our own countrymen ; and
the adoption of mneans for the more general and
systematic instruction of the natives may be ex-
pected to follow, in due time. Let us first orga-
nize our own Church in Asia, and then that
Church will be the fittest instrument for carrying
on the general conversion and civilization of the
natives.
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Advantage of a Religipus Establishment to the
British Soldier in India.

The political expediency of an Ecclesiastical
Establishiment for India, 1s not less evident than
its religious obligation.

When our countrymen go forth thither, they
vo, In general, never to return. It has been
calculated, on an avcrage of forty years, that, of
the number of English who enter into the India
service, not a fenth part sce again thelr native
land. If this be the fact, ought not their religion
to follow them to that inhospitable clime r—to be
their solace in their cxile '—to be the guardian of
their morals ; and their defcnce against supersti-
tion, or ultimate atheism? And 1s not this a pro-«
per question to be submitted to thc wisdom and
justice of the British Parliament? Of a thousand
soldiers in sickly India, there will generally be a
hundred who are in a declining state of health;
who, after a long struggle with the climate, and
with Intemperance, have fallen into a dcjected
and hopcless state of mind, and wear away their
time in painful reflection on their distant homes,
their absent famities, and the indiscretions of past
life; but whose hearts would revive within them,
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on their entering once more the house of God,
and hearing the absolution of the Gospel to the
returning sinner. -. |

A common argument ﬁ%ﬂinst an I.cclesiastical
Establishment for India, is, that there are only
about 30,000 English in that country *. This is
specious, but it amounts to little. To say nothing
of the 100,000, and upward, of Half-cast de-
scendants of the English, most of whom arc
brought up, at lcast nominally, as Protestant
Christians, let us refleet on the peculiar situation
of the English hubitants in India,  These
30,000 persons arc in circumstances very difterent
from those of 30,000 in England. They are dif-
fused in small societics, in more than a bhundred
different stations, through various provinces of
an extensive cmpire ; and they are necessarily
thus distributed, 1 order to govern and retain the
country. If, then, a clergyman be not appointed
to each of thesc <tations, the inhabitants of it
must remain destitute of rehiglous istruction ;
for therc is, probably, no placc within reach
whither they can go to obtain itf.

* Women and children included, they amount, probably,
to double that number. An Episcopal Establishment s
given to Canada, although there arc only twelve clergyvinen,
including the Bishop, in the whole Province.

| In the Parish of St, Mary-le-hone, Th London, there are
50,000 inhabitants (adults) and the chnrehes will eontan
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But it may be asked, If these 30,000 English
are diffused over the country in such a maaner,
how are they supplied with medical aid ?~—This
aid, however, is supplied most abundantly ; and,
we may add, most humancly, and 1z a manner
refleeting the highest honour on the Last-India
Company. An English surgeon is appointed to
almost cvery small socicty of English, military
or civil, throughout the immense empire of Hin-
dostan ; although some of the stations are nearly
3000 miles asunder. A civil magistrate or com-
mercial resident in Bengal, for example, if he
live at a placc remote from the chief towns, and
have only a few English families near him, will
apply to Govermment for a surgeon. And he
would, no doubt, apply for a chaplain also, if he
could hope to obtain the advantage of such an
instructor for his small society.

There are, at this tine, on the India Esta-
blishment, according to the printed Lists of the
East-India Company for 1813, four hundred and
eighty-cight surgeons and assistant surgeons; ex-

only 20,000, In this case, the 30,000 who cannol be ag-
commedated in their own parish, may go into the parishes
in the vicinity. But the 30,000 in India cannot go to pa-
rishes in their vicinity. The British soldier may wander
abroad indced on the Sunday morning, and may possibly
meet a Hindoo procession; but he will not be likely to find
a Christian church.
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clusive of those belonging to the King’s troops.
Thefnumber of chaplains, in the same Lists,, jis
tharty.five. ")

Disaffection of the Troops in India.

The disaffcction of the British troops in India
is a moral phenomenon, to account for which,
two bodies of writers in the nation are in array
against each other. The fact itself is notorious,
There has existed disturbance among the British
soldiery (officers and privates) in India, when
scarcely an instance of it is to be heard of any
where else.~—The following statement is submitted
on this subject. .

The military in India are under very peculiar
circumstances. They have scarcely any religions
advantages. Whatever aid, therefore, religion
may afford to loyalty and subordination. (and
who will deny that its aid is greatr), they certainly
possess it not. ,

Further, their habits of thinking sufler a great
change by long residence in a country sa dulerent
from their own. After being many years absent
from their native shores, which thgy never ex-
Jpect to revisit; living, morcover, in a.sipte of
comparative luxury and ease seldom, pexhaps
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never, witnessing the solemnities of the Christian
Religion, yet daily beholding the superstitious
rites of the natives ;.they degenerate into a state
of mind, which 1t is difficult for their country-
men at home to understand. One general effect
is a spirit of independence, and indifference to the
opinion of the world.

The Christian Educalion of the Persons sent (o
' govern India rarely perfected.

'~ Those of our countrymen, who administer the
-government of India in its civil and military de-
‘partments, are sent forth, in general, to that
country, at so early an age, that their religious
principles are by no means fixed. And if]
during the first years of their residence, they
have not the advantage of parental counsel or re-
ligious instruction, they are in danger of yielding
‘to sentiments of scepticism; or, at least, of de-
generating into a state of absolute indifference
about the Christian Religion. Under such cir-
cumstances, can the English nation be surprised,
if the majority of persons who have had their
education In India (where a Christian educa-
tion is so rarely perfected), should vote against
our offering Chtistianity to that country? Their
prejudice is not properly their own fault, but the
1%
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fault of thewr education, and of their country;
which will send forth a number of young men,
in constant annual succession, to govern a great
empire, and then leave their pliant minds at the
mercy of Brahminical morals and theology, of
liccntiousness aud infidelity.  The establishment
of the Collece of Fort William has ccrtainly ar-
rested, in a degree, the progress of this evil; but
that institution s bat the comnencement of a sy-
stein of amelioration for DBritish India, which, it 1s
hoped, the National Legislature will now complete.
The cestablishment of Hertdord College, in Eng-
land, promiscs also to be instrumental in the
siviization of India; it hiaving already sent forth
young men, whose proficicncey my Orilental learning
has becen accompauied by princtples which will
sustain the honovr of Christianity.  This, in-
deed, was to be expected from an Institution,
the professed object of whiclr was not only to
mform the student m classical and Oriental litera-
ture, but to fiv fus principles of religion, and to
tortity his wmd with solid arguments and sound
rcasouing (nnparted by a regular course of in-
struction), by means of which he should be ena-
bled to repel the sophistry of’ scepticism and infi-
delity.

Some of thosc persous, who have passed most
of their lives in India, say, that they think it
impracticablc to convert a Hindoo; and they
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really mean what they say. Living the whole pe-
riod, while their principles were forming, m the
midst of heathen domestics, and i1u a place where
perhaps not a single act of Cliristian worslup ever
presented itself to their view, they considercd it us
impossible that a Hindoo should become a Chris-
tian, as that they themselves should live to preach
the Gospel. And when they come home, and arc
assailed by their fricnds for having been so in-
different to the mstruction of the natives, it be-
comes an easy and short defence to allege, m one
word—impracticability.

But this objcction can only be made by those,
who, having resided but in a certain part of
India—for example, Bengal—have never seen a
Hindoo Christian in their lives. Those of our coun-
tr-ymﬂn, who live at the other Presidencies, have
an opportunity of seeing grcat numbers of native
Christians, and cannot urge the argument of im-
practicability ; but the objection of these gene-
rally 1s, That the Christians they do sce are very
ignorant Christians,  This, mdeed, we acknow-
ledge to be the case with most of them : and they
must continue to remain ignorant Christians, unfil
the British Parliament shall be graciously pleased
lo afford them the addantage of Christian super-
wntendance and instruction.
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Church and State dismembered in India.

An important consideration, in a political point
of view, is, whether, in the final establishment
of our Indian Empire, Church and State should
remain longer dismembered. It will hardly be
alleged, that there is any Church in India, any
more than in Jamaica. The Church, in the sense
we now allude to, is part of cur constitution, and
forms a chief portion of the respectability of our
country. In the present circumstances of India,
the most eminent men in the State, both civil
and military, who are most likely to do honour to
their country and to be useful to India, appear
among the natives for a short time, and then pass
out of view for ever. It is evident to the inha-
bitants, that they have no personal interest in the
country. And thus it has come to pass, That,
notwithstanding the beautiful system of law, jus-
tice, and humanity, which emanates from our
Christian code, the whole scheme of our govern-
ment and superintendance has, in their view, a
mercenary character.

But if the Church were' established in India,
something would be permanent. Some portion
of British interest and respectability would remain,
and be identified with the people and the country,
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In the old Romish Settlements,” even where the
political power is gone, the Bishop is generally
found op the spot, acting as representative-of the
people, and as correspondent with the Government
at home, his establishment having survived politi-
calerevolutions : for it is agreeable to _Aﬁaitic
principle, to respect religious men, and religious
endowments. | |

It must appear evident, we think, even to those
1W~llﬂ are not much acquainted with local circum-
stances, That the establishinent of our Church in
India would be a constant source of respecta-
bility to the national character ; would s:upply a
useful correspondence with the mother country ;
and would establish a new ground of attachinent
and respect on the part of the natives.
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MORAL CONSIDERATIONS.

AN appceal to the justicc or humanity of this aa-
tion, has seldom been made in vain,  But it has
always been necessary, that the public mind should
be first fully informed on the subject, regarding
which the appeal has been made. The question
of the Slave Trade was before Parliament for a
considerable time, whilc the nation was procuring
evidence of the unjust and inhuman nature of the
trafic; and the causc of the long delay of the
abolition scems to have been, that it did not de-
cidedly appear to some persons, that it was inhu-
man. They cven attempted to shew, that, m the
result, it might have a benceficial tendf:nf.y.——-Sm.'li
an attempt will hardly be made, m regard to those
practices which are to be the subject of the pre-
sent appeal.

It 1s well known, that our native subjects in In-
dia arc addicted to certain customs, which, though
sarctioned by their superstition, are revolting to
the feeling and recason of men. Some of them,
indeed, are of a character too unnatural to be
cven sanctioned by their own superstition.  The
entire abolition of these practices ean only be ex-
pected from the influence of the mild and benign
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spirit of Clristianity. And it is gratifying to
know, that, in the degree in which that religion
has prevailled in any Province, it has produced
that clicct. But there are some sanguinary prac-
tices, which aftect human life, and demand the
carly interference of a humane Legislature. It
15 right, indced, to look forward to the future
benign eftects of our rcligion; but human lives
are taken away, whilc we wait for the promulga-
tion of Christianity. The delay of another year
will scal the death of thousands; the premature
death of thousands of British subjects.—Of these
baneful customs (some of which inflict death, and
others tend to death), we shall notice two; viz
the Murder of Infant Children, and the Burning
of Women.

The Murder of Children.

Among the Hindoo tribes, called the Jarejahs,
now subject to the British dominion in the West
of India, it is a custom to destroy female in-
fants. The number thus sacrificed, in the Pro-
vinces of Cutch and Guzerat alone, 1s stated,
an official report, to haeve amounted, at the lowest
computation, to “ threc thousand annually.”
This atrocity was chiefly investigated and brought
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to light, by the benevolent exertions of the..late
Jonathan Duncan, Esq., Goyernor of Bombay.
Mr. Dunean had instructed .Colonel Walker,
Political Resident at Guzerat; to.inform himself
of the nature and extent of Infanticide in that
Province, and, in the vame of the DBritish-(GGo-
vernment, to endeavour to effect its.abolitjon.
The Bombay Government has now transmitted to
the Court of Directors, the official Report of that
Officer, dated the 15th of March, 1808; the whole
of which has been .recently given to the public
in a volume entitled “ Hindu Infanticide *.”
This disclosure scems to have becn directed by
Providence at this time, to aid the counsels of
the British Parliament, when deliberating on the
moral obligations due from a Christian nation to
a neathcn people whom 1t has subjected to its
power. ,
The inhabitants of Guzerat, in their correspon-
dence with Coloncl Walker, defended the practice
of murdering their female children, on the ground
of ancient custom, and the alleged inferiority of
women. Dut that officer clearly perceived, that
the practice was perpetuated chiefly by avarice
and family pride. By reasoning with them, he
endeavoured to convince them of the enormity

* Published by Edward Moor, Bsq. F,R.S. ., .
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of the crime. ‘ By discussing,” says he, “ the
““ subject frequently in the Cutchery,” Court of
Justice, * and exposing the enormity of the prac-
“ tice as contrary to the precepts of religion and
“the dictates of nature, every Cast came at
““ lehgth to express an abhorrence of Infanticide;
“ and the obstinate principles of the Jarejahs
““ were shaken.”
~ Shortly after these public conferences, some of
the chiefs entered into an engagement to dis-
continue the practice; and the Government of
Bombay addressed the following letter to the Court
of Directors, on the occasion, dated 20th January,
18009. '
‘ We congratulate your Honourable Court on
the prospect thus afforded, of extirpating from
the Peninsula of Guzerat a custom so long pre-
valent, and so outragcous to humanity. This ob-
ject will not be lost sight of : and, trusting to the
aid of Divine Providence, we look with confidence
to its gradual but certain accomplishment, to such
a degree as may form an era in the history of Gu-
zerat, lastingly creditable to the British name and
influence.” ’
The services of the two persons above mention-
ed, to whom Humantty is indebted for one of her
greatest victories, are now withdrawn from the Ja-
rejahs, Colonel Walker has retired from India,
and the benevolent Duncan is dead, The vindica-
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tion of the cause of humanity now devolves on
thc East-India Company, and the British Par-
lrament.

““ The obstinate principles of the Jarejahs,” it
18 said, ‘“ were shaken;” and the Bombay Go-
vernment could ‘“look to the gradual ﬂccnmpTi,sh-
ment of the object:” but it cannot be expected
that the practicc should be abolished suddenly,
or in a short time. Every one, who is acquainted
with the character of the Hindoos, well knows
that they will not much regard their cngagements
on such a subjcct, if the DBritish Government
do not manifest a continual solicitude about the
performance. This will appear 1more evident
from thc practice which we are to notice m the
next scction.

The Honourable the East-India Company will,
no doubt, be anxious to accomplish a measure,
which has been so auspiciously begun: but it
seems duc to its mmportance, and to the humane
solicitude of British minds, that the nation should
be informed, through the Imperial Parliament,
what diminution is made from year to year i the
number of three thousand female infants, our
fellow-subjects, annually sacrificed (by the last
caleulation) in our provinces of Cutch and Gu-
zerat.

It is proper to add, that the prictice of Infan-
ticide 1s also prevalent in Provinces which are
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subject to the influence of the Government of
Bengal.

Fr . * ra
The Burning of Women,

The custom of women burning themsclves with
the bodies of their deccascd husbands, prevails,
i a greater or less degree, over alinost the whole
of FHindostan ; but is most frequent in Bengal, and
in the other Provinces contiguous to the Ganges.
The number of females, thus sacrificed annually,
has been computed at difterent times during the
last fifty ﬁyears, by persons possessing competent
means of judging, and has been reckoned at
many thousands. But an accurate statement of
the number can never be expected, until the
DBritish Government shall order an annual Re-
port of the sacrifices to be made from all the
Provinces.

In the year 1804, an acconnt was taken, under
the superintendance of . the Shanscrit Professor
m the College of Fort William, of the number of
burnings within thirty miles round Calcutta, in the
space of s1x months, which amounted to one huiy
dred and fifteen. This Report, containing the parti-
cularsof place, was aftegwards published in Calcutta,
and remains uncontradicted by P authority to this
day*. If there had been any doubt of its general

* See * Memoir on the Expediency of an LEecelesiustieal
Establishment for British India.” London, 1805,
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accurdcy, the Government could have directed. a
simdlar Report to be made, at any period during
the last seven years. I'or the fact may be proved
at any tiine. The same persons who made the
first Report, or persons equally well qualified,
are on the spot to make a second. But the truth
is, the Bengal Government had no wish to an-
thenticate the document of blood™*.

< Some persons in England, judging from the
few instances which they themselves witnessed
while in India, have alleged, that the number
of women annually burned cannot possibly be so
great. But what is there gained to the quéstion
of humanity and natioval duty. by making some
deduction? Suppose that, instead of the number
contained in the Report, there were only fifty
women burned alive annually, within thirty miles
round Calcutta? Or, suppose that there were
only fwenfy? And who, that has been a single
year in Bengal, will venture to deny this? Sup-
pose even that there were only five in the year?
Y ea, suppose there were only ONE human sacrs-
fice 7. [s 1t possible that the Dritish Parliament

i

" * By a letter from the same Shanscrit Professor, lately pub-
lished, it does not a]ipe:ar that hic. opinion’is, in any degree,

changed, as to the egiilat of the female sdcrifice o Indig.—
““ I calculate that 10,000 women annually burn with the
“ bodies of their deccased husbands,””—See Letter from Dr.
Carey to Mr. Saffery, dated January 1812, in Baptist Pe-
riodical Accounts, No. Xxiit. p. 448,
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will ‘permit even one innocent female, a British
subject, . to be solemnly devoted to .death, if it
may be prevented ?

. 'But, AN SUCH A SACRIFICE BE PREVENTED?
—This s the question, which we trust the Le-
gislatuxe will propose to the East-India Company.
We may just mention, that it 2as been prevent-
ed at some places already. No deluded temale is
permitted to sacrifice herself at Bombay. The
English Government at that place will not suffer
i, - And the natives, knowing the existence of the
law, never think of asking permission. The fact
ts;,' the: Mahomedan Government prohibited the
butning of women in Bombay island; and the
English Government, which succecded it, had
courage and humanity enough to imitate the ex-
ample.

'Now, that which was donc in Bombay, may
be done at Calcutta. Some of the Brahmins
themselves have pointed out in what manner the
female sacrifice may be considerably diminished,
and gradually abolished. And as an inducement
for our exertions, they have shewed us that the
inhuman rite, as it 1s now commonly practised, 3s
nat, sanctioned by their sacred books™.

,-Js.-there not, then,,some ground for the inter-
ferenee of the Legislature? "Lpe first step toward

]
‘-,*h ”'u o
[ ]

1, . ... .7 See,* Memoir” before quoted.
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accomplishing the humane object would be, to
direct that the Bengal Government should report
whethcer 1t may not be practicable to diminish the
number of the female sacrifices, annually made
within their provinces. We are confident, that
the Bengal Government will never assert tht it
1s impracticable to duninish the number. The
native inhabitants of Bengal are as accessible to
reason and affectionate remonstrance, as the inha-
bitants of Guzerat. ‘“ By discussing the subject
“ frequently,” says Colonel Walker, ¢ In the public
“ Cutchery, and exposing the cnormity of the
“ practice as contrary to the precepts of religion
““ and the dictates of nature, cvery Cast came at
“ length to express an abhorrence of Infanti-
“ cide; and the obstinate principles of the Jare-

u

“ jahs began to be shaken.”

What then, we would ask, is to prevent the
officers of Governmient, who administer justice to
the morc civilized inhabitants of Bengal, from dis-
cussing with them the practice of burning women
alive, and endcavouring to convinee them that it is
““ contrary to the precepts of religion and the dic-
‘““ tates of naturer”

It is well known, that several instances have
occurred, where the lives of females have becn
saved by the aflectionate remonstrance and inter-
ference of individuals. But the English Govern-
ment preserves a profound silence on the subject.
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And it is to be feared, that this silence is con-
strued, by the ignorant and superstitious people,
into a moral indifference about the act.

It has been alleged, that this practice will be
gradually abolished by the Hindoos themselves,
under the influence of English civilization. This
would no doubt be the case, if the English Nation
would be at pains to civilize the Hindoos. But
we have the evidence of the fact to prove, that
the existence of the English in Hindostan has had
little influence in diminishing the frequency of the
female sacrifice. That small portion of the native
people, indeed, who arc brought up in towns
where the English arc resident, have lost muny of
their prejudices, (example, ecven without precept,
having some influence); but the mass of the popu-
lation remains as i was.

In Colonel Dow’s History of I1indostan, written
forty years ago, there is the following sentence :
‘““ All religions must be tolerated in DBengal, ex-
‘““ cept in the practice of some mhuman customs,
‘“ which the Mahometans already have, in @ great
‘““ measure, destroyed. We must not permit young
‘“ widows, in their virtuous enthusiasm, to throw
‘“ themselves on the funeral pile with their dead
‘“ husbands ; or the sick and aged to be drowned,
¢ when their friends despair of their lives.” Vel
111, p. 128. '

How many thousands of our subjects in Ben-

K
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gal have perished in the flames, and in the river,
since the period when the above sentence was
written ! Jlow mauy thousand lives would have
been preserved, had the voice of this writer been
attended to by the nation! Dut what is the fact?
The moral state of the country, so far as relates to
the ¢ burning of women, and drowning of the aged,”
remains at the same pomt of civilization, where it
was when the Mahometans left 1t; and there it
is likely to remain for ages to come, 1f the prayer
of the widow, aul of * him that 1s ready to pe-
rish,” do not now reach the ear of the British
Parliament. We say the ¢ prayer of the widow;”
for it ought to be understood 1 England, that the
burning of the widow 1s not always her own act.
It is more properly the act of the Bruhmin, No
woman would go to the pile, wnless the act was
consccrated by the Bralinmm,—Dby Ins presence, and
by his prayers. 1t is not true that the woman al-
ways goes to the pile voluntarily. By no means.
She sometimes runs eway i terror; and towns
are actually prepared tor the residence of those
unfortunate persons, who, by running away, dis-
drace themselves and fainily, and losc their casts *,
And it is well known, that sometircs the victim 1§
held forcibly, that she may*not bring dishonour or
her house. No man will believe, that a yclﬁ%

* Nuddeah on the Ganges, and others,
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person of twelve or fourtcen years will always po
willingly to the flaming pile. No! The act 15, m
many instances, murder; murder m the proper
sensc of that terin; murder deliberately perpe-
trated.  The Mahometans wounld never allow
any woman among their subjeets to be burned,
without the official pernission of Geovernment; and
it was the business of the proper officer to ascer-
tain that the act was voluntary on her part, and
that no means had bheen uscd to perswade her;
which the Brahminical books themselves do not
allow. DBut the English Government make no
mquiry on the subject; and the reason why they
do not, is a very remarkable one. It s, ““lest, by
““such Inquiry and mterference, Government
““ should scem 1 any wmanner to sanciion the
“ practice.” Thus, by a kind of liction of mo-
rality, s perpetuated this most immoral custom.
Women are led to death, who have committed no
crime : lives arc lost to the state*: Christianity is

¥ ¢« They shed INNOCENT blood; even the blood of
““ their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed
¢ unto the 1poLs of Canaan; and the laud was POLLUTED
“ with blood.” Psalm cvi. 38,

 No man will dens, that dhe blood of the daughters of
rja which 1s prematurely shed, is INNoCENT blood ;. and

at they are sacrificed to the ipoLs of the land: for the
priests of the idol ailcud, the name of the idol is invohed,
and the life which is extinguished is a gift to the idol. Nox

K 2
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dishonoured : and the mild and humane princi-
ples of English law, saving from personal wrongs
and protecting human life, are exercised in that
country in vain.

The legislative measures, as before observed, for
arresting the progress of this destructive super-
stition, are simple and obvious. 1t 1s only neces-
sary to direct, that the Indian Admmstration
make an annual return of the number of Burnings
in their Provinces; and report on the means that
have been used for lessening their frequency.
When the English Government in Hindostan find
that the attention of the nation is dirccted to the
object, if will be seen thal means will soon be
Sound 1o accomplish the end. Whatever be the
number of sacrifices in the Report of the first
year, it will diffuse a lively satisfaction through
the nation, to sec that the number of these de-

will it be denied by any Christian, that the land is *“ POL-
“ LureDp with bleod,” particularly the land of Bengal.

And yet, in the plenitude of commercial prosperity, and
of that moral torpor which it too often inflicts, men are
capable of saying, * India enjoys the perfection of British
‘“ adlministration.”

The Lsraclites (not the Canaanites) are accused in the
above gquotation from Holy Scripture; and, in the followin
verses, it 1s sakd that God ¢ abborred his own inheritanréé
for sueh enoymities, and, as a punishment, ¢ gave them into
*“ the hands of the heathen,”—those very heathen at whose

erimnes the y connived,
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voted females is reduced the year following, and
decreasing every successive year. ‘The progress
of civilization will thus be evident to the world ;
and all men will acknowledge, That Britam occu-
pies India for the advantage of its inhabitants.

Revenue derived from Idolatry.

'The fact, it 1s presumed, 1s notorious in the
nation, That our Government in India derives a
Tribute directly from the idolatrous worship of
the Natives. The question to be discussed is,
whether such a practice can be justiticd in a Chris-
tian nation. ‘l'he principle has been admitted by
the Iinglish in Hindostan, for many years; and it
has been dcfended there and at home, on the
ground of 1ts being a customary source of rcvenue
with the native governments. It Is certain, how-
ever, that many persons in this country entertain
the most decided conviction, that the practice 1s
not justifiable; and they look to the wisdom of
the Legislature to give judgment on the subject.

At the Temple of Juggernaut (and at other
places) the Inglish Government levy a Tax on
Lilgrims, as a source of Revenue ; an English
Officer 1s appointed to reside at the Temple of
Juggernaut, to collect the Tax; and a sum is
allotted towards defraying the - expenses of the
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Idol. Now, it is well known, that the solemnities
of this Idol are sometimes polluted with Auman
blood ; and that the spirit of the Idol’s worship
15 obscenity; even the external sculptures of his
temple marking this character. The oflence,
theretore, to Christian minds is this, That money
taken from the Idolaters for sufierance to engage
in these hornd solemnities, should be brought
imt‘iﬁ:diut{:ly into the national treasury *.

* In justice to the Court of Directors, as to the part
which they hiave taken in this matter, we subjoin the fol-
lowing statement:

The first law enacted by the Bengal Government on this
subject was entitled, “ A Regulation for levymg a Tax
“ fiom Pilgrims resorting to the Temple of Juggernaut, and
“ for the Superintendance snd Management of the Temple
¢ .—passetl 3 April, 18067 This 1s the law wineh Mar-
quis Welleslev did not approve; and he actually left the
Government without giving his sanction to it.  Mr. Udny, «
Member of Council, also protested against it.—The sccond
law was pussed in Bengal, i Apl 1809, reseinding so much
of the first s related to the “ interior management and con-
“ troul” of the temple; but sanctioning * the levving a
« Tax fiom Pilernns for admission to the Temple ; allotting
“ a Sum towards the expences of the Tdol; and appointing
“ an Ofhicer of Government to collect the Tax.”—The Ben-
gal Government had announced to the Court of Directors
their intention of enacting this setond law, before they pass-
ed it, |

When the subject came under the notice of the Court of
Dircctors in the year 1808, they thonght 1t proper to propose
a distinct statement of their opinions upon 1t to the Bengal
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When the Jewish Sanliedrim received back the
thirty pieces of silver from Judas, they said, “ It
‘“ 18 not lawful for to put themn into the treasury,
‘“ because it is the price of blood.” The Sanhe-

Gowrnment ; and they prepared w leter, in which they en-
joined, That the Govermmemt should not elect the priests
who were to superintend the affairs of the Temple, or exer-
cise a coniroul over its ministers or officers, or take the
management of its funds; and that the exercise of the au-
theritv of Governmmwent shonld extend only to objeets falling
directly within the provisce of the Magistrate ; as the care
of the police, the administration of justice, und the collec-
tion of such a Tax, professedly for these ends, as should be
required for the due attainment of them; not subjecting the
Hindoos to any tax for access to their place of devotion, or
under the notion of granting them a relicious privilege, or
of tolerating Idulatry, in censuicration of money., --The
Court of Directors, however, were over-reled in this pro-
cecding by a superior authority, which thought 1t sufricient
to acquiesce generally in what the Bengal Govermment had
proposed should be done.

By the same supetior authority, another dispatch was
substituted, in which it was stated, Vhat, as the Tax on Pil-
erims resorting to Allababad and Jugearnaut was established
during the Nawuub’s and the Mahratta Government, there
did not appear to be any objection to its continnance under
the Britishh Government. '

This substituted dispatch went, as the law direets, in the
name of the Court of Diwrectors, although it was in opposi-
tion to their sentiments. DBut, before it arrived in Bengal,
the Government _lhere had passed, by their own authority,
the Regulation of April 1809, being the second law above
recited, and which we suppose now cxists, sanctioning the
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drim had not themselves been guilty of the deed;
but they did not think it lawful, or decorous, that
the price of blood (a sum given for another man’s
sin) should be brought into the national treasury.
This is the light in which many will consider  the
Tribute levied on the 1dol worship. It cannot but
be called * the price of idolatry,” and of an idolatry,
too, stained with blood ; and they will not think it
decorous to bring it immediately into the public
treasury. The English Government is not itself
guilty of idolatry : but, to receive money from the
Natives for permission to worship the Idol, and
to apportion a certain sum for the expenses and
dccoration of the Idol, is certainly to countenance,
in some dcgree, the act of Idolatry in others. In
what degree need not be determined. No man
will allege that it is to discountenance it.—
This then 1s the offence to minds imbucd by Chris-
tian principles. The transaction 1s vot decorous
m a Christian Government. It has *¢ the appear-
“ance of evil.”

levying of a Tax from pilgrims, for admission to the Temple;
allotting « sum toward the exrpenses of the Idol ; and appoint-
ing an Officer of Government to collect the Tax,

The Court of Directors will be.able to inform the Legis-
lature whether the Government in India have meade, or in-
tend to make, any further alteration in the law.
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CONCLUSION.

THERE are other subjects, besides those contained
in this Brief View, which will be thought wor-
thy of the attention of the Legislature, whenever
it shall be pleased to cnter on the investigation
of the moral and religious state of our Colonmal
Possessions and Asiatic Empire. Nor will it be
practicable, perhaps, in one Session, to do all
which may be thought necessary for the honour of
Christianity, and for the advantage of our coun-
trymen and native subjects in our foreign dohi-
nions.

The subjects of commerce, of revenue, and of
extension of local dominion, are cntitled to the
serious and frequent attention of the Legislature:
but the extension of TrRUuTH In the world, and of
happiness, its attendant, is not inferior in unport-
ancc to these; and the consideration of Zhis
subject upward of two centuries ago, laid the
foundation of our present greatness as a nation.
It is certain, thata layge proportion of the learn-
ed and enlightened individuals in this kingdom
are of opinion, [ That more ought to be done for
““ Christianity, than has been done;” and they
look forward, with solicitude, to the mcasures
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which Parliament shall in s wisdom adopt, In
recard 1o the futwe state of the people of dif-
ferent countrics, climates, and lungnages;, con-
cerning v hom 1t 1s about to dehberate ™.

* We are happy to sce congenial sentiments expressed
by members of the American Legislature.  One of them,
deprecating the continuance of the war between Britain und
America, makes the following evangelie appeal:

¢ Shall the only two nations upon earth, who worship the
“ only and true Geod in puzity; the two nations, who are

[ %

conjoined in their exertion- to scnd the word of lIife—the
“ wora of the only and true God—To THE UEATHEN OF
“ e nAsT; shall these twe nations imbrue themselves in

£

-y

each other’s blood, and sacrifice themselves as vietims
“ g the altars of Moloch 1"—See H1r. Randolph’s Speech in
Conaress, at Washinaton, on the 13¢h of Janvary, 1813.

These are anspicious sounds in the legislative discussions
of a nation, in regard to the evangelization of the East,
May we hear voices in the British Parliament respond to
them! To send  the Word of Lile 1o the Heathen of the
“ Fast,” is indeed an undertaking worthy the united ex-
ertions of our enlightened countries.  But u nation cannot
be said 1o have engaged in such a work, until it shall have
been sanctioned by the national council. When that is dene
—swhen nations shall have publicly and solemnly devoted
themselves to snch a labour of love toward their fellow-crea-
tures abroad, they will not long fight with each other at
howie.  And then would be realised those promised scenes
of the Gespel (already realised in many families and private
communities), ** Peace on cartly, and goo1 will toward men.”

But, alas! many political characters are apt to say, “ All
this is a dream,” and siuk to the grave in unbelief.
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May God direct our measures! May He, the
God of our Iathers, who hath led this nation on-
ward for many ages in a course of continued suc-
cess and Increasing fame, inspire her counsels;
that, she may not tall, at last, by her prosperity !
And, remembering the Divine dispensation, that
“ Righteousness exalteth a nation;” and that a
people arc¢ necessarily rewarded or punished, as

a nation, i this world, smce they cannot be re-
warded or punished, as a nation, 1n the world to -
come; mav the righteous decrees of our Legisla-
turc make it evident to the world, that this nation
“ hath chosen righteousness ;7 and that she doth
not ascribe her present emnence to chance or to
the fate of empire, to the strength of her flects or
to the valour of her armies; but that she beheveth
‘““ there is a God who judgeth 1 the earth,” and
who giveth to nations a recoimpense i this life,
“ according to their works ;' of waich works this
15 the chief, “ To confess the name o1 the Son of
God before men ; "—while, on the other hand, an
cmpire, which is founded 1 nnpiety, and exalted
by oppression, although it may triumph for a time
and overwhelm many kingdoms, will be brought
to destruction at the last, and be only remember-
ed on the earth as a lesson to nations. |
Knowing, then, the momentous trust conunitted
to ther -::hm*gﬁ,"]*hut not only the prosperity of
the Church 1n this kingdom, but of the Christian
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religion throughout the world, is to be the subject
of their deliberations; and that the happiness of
a great portion of the human race will be influ-
enced by their counsels; and, knowing further,
That, for this trust (the greatest which (iod
giveth ““ to prinecs and judges of the earth”), and
for these talents, commitied to their care as
‘““ stewards of God,” our Legislators are to give
an account to thc Supreme Judge at the last day
“(not as a body, but individually ; not for the con-
duct or ascendency of a majority, but every man
for his own sentiment and purpose); MAY a so-
lemn sense of the importance ot these functions,
and of their responsibility in respect to them,
grow In their minds with the consideration of the
subject, and enable them to give a public TEsTI-
MONY for the honour of God! So shall this our
pation, which they represent, and whichis, at the
prescnt time, displaying, in almost every part of
it, the noblest cfforts for the cxtension of Chris-
tian knowledge, exult in the wisdom and sublime
character of their counsels.—Animated by such
a spirit and by such purposes, they may confi-
dently hope that God will graciously “ direct and
“ prosper all their consultations to the advance-
“ ment of IIis Glory, the gﬂind of his Church, and
‘“ the safcty, honour, and wclfare of our Sovereign
*“ and his dominions.” |
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NOTE.

There is not an error more common in the Christian
World at this day, or which more powerfully militiltus against
the attempts to convert heathen nations, than the following,
“ That there can be no rational hope of converting the
¢ heathens of this age, without the miracles of the first Ege."

By what medns, then, we would ask, did the first teachers
convert heathen nations! Was it by the constant exhibi-
tion of miracles 7 Certainly not. A miracle may convince
the judgment, and Jdemonstrate the power of a present .
Deity ; but the mere view of a supernatural act cannot convert
the soul to righteousness of life, inspire love to God, charity
to man, and purity of heart. These are the effects of the
Grace of God alone, accompanying his preached word.
The miracles of the first age were merely the credentials of
the Teachers (like the miracles of Egypt, to confirm the
Divine mission of Moses), and were given as a solemn con-
firmation, once for all, of the Divinity of the New Dispensa-
tion. But miracles were not the ovdamed and ordinary means
of conversion. 'The Apostle ’aul perforimed miracles but sel-
dom ; and when he did perform them, they had not always a
salutary effect on those who beheld them. When he wrought
a public miracle in Lycaonia, the people first worshipped
him, and called hun Mercury; and then they proceeded to
stone him ; and ¢ they drew him out of the city, supposing
*“ he was dead.” Acts xiv. 19. Thousands bceheld the ini-
racles of the Messiah in vain. What then were the ordaiced
means of conversion in the first age? The same that are ap
pointed in this age—THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS.
¢ Faith cometh by learing,” The Apostles declared the
JSacts ; that is, ‘ they preached the word;” and God accom-
panied the truth with his grace. This is tn2 miracle to which
St. Paul almost constantly refers in his Epistles to his con-
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verts, even ‘ the grace of God, through which they had
believed.” He informed the judgment with facts, addressed
the conscience with moral reasomng, aund *© the Holy Spirit
guided their-minds into all fruth.” This influence of the
Holy Spirit was the miracle which produced the conversion
of the heathen world in the first ages ; and the influence of
the same grace (restricted to ordinary operation) exists now,
agreeably to the promise that it should ‘< abide for ever;”
and waits to accompany the word of fhose teachers, who
shall faithfully preach the Gospel to the heathens of this day ;
that 15, who shall inforin the under-tanding with the histone
record, authenticate it with the legitimate proof, address
the conscience with moral suason, iftustrate the doctrine
by their hives, and look to a superior Power both for con-

siction of the understanding and conver«ion of the heart,
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SKETCH

- OF AN

ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT

FOR

BRITISH INDIA.

THE HONOURABLE COMPANY'S PRESENT ESTABLISH.-
MENT OF CLERGY IN INDIA.

35 Chaplans, at a salary, on an average,

of 800L per aupum . . . . . . . L.28,000
Stationed as follows :
In Bengal . .. . ... .. 15 Chaplains.
Madras . . . ... . ... 13
Bombay . . . . . co .. S
Bencoolen . . . . .. . .. I
Prince of Wales’s Island . 1
—35*

* See * East India Register for 1813,” p. 23.
The stipend in Bengal is rather more than 800/, [Iun the
other Presidencies, it is 600/, and 7001,

I
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PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT.

3 Bishops.—DBengal, Madras, and Bomba}f
3 Archdeacons. ,

40 European Chaplains; answering to Rectors
in England.

60 Country Chaplains; synonimous with Cu-
rates in England; to be chiefly natives and
Europeans ordained in India.

100 Catechists and Schoolmasters; Europeans
and Natives, -
3 Colleges for the instruction of Natives and
Europeans intended for the Church. One
in each Diocese.

Estimate.

Bishop of Bengal, or Archbishop of

India. Residence in Calcutta, Sa-

lary equal to that of Chict Justice

in Bengal ; about. . . . . ..., 1..8,000
‘Bishop of Madras. Salary equal to

that of Judge at that Presidency . 6,000
Bishop of Bombay. Salary equal to

Recorder at that Presidency;

about . . ... ..... e e e . 5,000
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40 English Chaplains at 1,000... . . . . 40,000
60 Country Chaplains; of whom 20 at

400!. each, and 40 at 200/ each. 16,000
100 Catechists and Schoolmasters; of

whom 50 at 100l each, and 50 at

60l.each . . ... ... ... .. 8,000

3 Colleges for clerical instruction, at
2000/, per annum, each. . . . . . 06,000
L.98,000
Deduct present Establishment . . . 28,000

Total Eccles'. Estal’. for Hmdostan . . L. 70,000

N.B. The whole expense of this Establishment would
not be required for some years, since the mstruction and
ordination of the native Teachers can only be accomplished
b‘y slow degrees,

CEYLON.

THE Ecclesiastical Establishment for Ceylon may,
in general, be analogous to that of Hindostan,:
only that there being but few Europeans in that
island, a smaller number of European Chaplains
is required; and there being, on the other hand,
a large population of Protestant natives, a much
greater number of country Chaplains, Catechists,
and Schoolmasters must be appointed.—The

I_ﬂ

& el
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whole European Establishment which is required,
in present circumstances, is, a Bishop, an Arch-
deacon, and seven Chaplains ; there being seven
principal stations in Ceylon.—The new Establish-
ment to harmonise with the existing religious in-
stitutions on the island.

The msalar Diocese of Ceylon™ to comprehend
Java, Mauritius, and other 1slands.

REMARRS,.

1. Tue principle on which this Establishment is
offered to the consideration of the Legislature, and
of the East-India Company, 15, That, by a system
of gradual native instruction, India should he able,
in the lapse of time, to teach itself. This prin-
ciple will be more tully explained hereafter.

?. The present number of European Chaplains,
1s not (in the proposed Establishinent) much n-
creased ; for the mcrease of Furopean Chaplams
would not add much to the instruction of the na-
tives. Provision, however, 15 wmade for Divine
Service at the smaller stations, by Country Chap-
lains. ’

3. An Ecclesiastical Establishment of a very
simple nature is required in India.  There 15 no
place for Deans, Prebendaries, and Canons.
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Even the Romish Church has them nat. There
must, however, be an intermediate dignity between
Bishops and Chaplains ; not only for the perform-
ance of essential and appropriate duties, but to
preserve some harmony of gradation i the Esta-
blishment. The office of Archdeacon will be ex-
plained hereafter.

4. The European Chaplains to be appointed, as
at present, to the principal Civil and Military
stations.

5. The Country Chaplains to be appointed to
the subordinate stations, civil and military ; aud, mn
some cases, to be assistants to the Luropean Chap-
lains ; as at Cawnpore and Berhampore, where
there arc large bodies of English troops.

6. The Schoolmasters to be placed at all the
ﬁriucipal and subordinate stations ; and, particu-
larly, in the vicinity of the Hindoo cities and great
towns. In these places there are always some na-
tives, who desire to learn the English language,
and are ambitious to obtain a little Europcan
knowledge and Christian learning.
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EXTENT OF THE PROPOSED DIOCESES IN INDIA,

I. Tue local extent of each of the proposed
Dioceses, supposing them to be defined by the
lmits of the present Presidencies, will be not less
than that of the island of Great Britain,

<. The pumber of Protestant Christians in
each Diocese will appear, from a calculation sub-
joined to this Sketch, to be as follows:

Protestants in Bengal.

Civil ard Military Officers, and Eu-
ropcan Inhabitants (menonly) 4,108

King's Troops . . . ... ... . .« 7,200
Company’s European Troops . . . 2,000
Half-cast Protestants* . . . . .. 50,000

63,308

Protestants at Madras.

Civil and Military Officers, and liu-

ropean Inhabitants . . . . . . . 2,455
King's Troops. . . - . « . o« . .. 8,100
Company’s European Troops. . . . 2,000

* See page 173,
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Ialf-cast Protestants . . . . . . . 40,000
Native Protestant Christians at Tan-
jorc and the adjoining Pro-
vinces, from the Report of the
Missionaries belonging to ““ So-
clety for promoting Christian
Knowledge*” . . .. . .. .. 18,000

65,555

Protest ants at Bombay.
Civil, Military, and Marine Officers,
and European Inhabitants. . . 1,283
King’'s Troops. . . . ... ... .. 4500
Company’s European Troops ... 2,000
Half-cast Protestants{ . . .. .. . 20,000

27,183

* See ¢ Seventh Report of Bible Society,” p. 22. App-

t+ The following List of Christians (Protestant and Roman
Catholic) under the Presidency of Bombay, was made out in
1811, by the late Governor Duncan, and delivered to the Rev.
Henry Martyn.—>See his Letter, dated Bombay, 26¢th February,
1811, in Calcutta Bible Society’s Report for that year.

From Basseen to Tarrapore ...c.iececinvininnranans 22,000
In Bombay wieeeeiiiinieniiiiicisenniiiiiniineisiene 19,00Q
In Salsette .icvvvvveeens wadtsvranss cevens . 21,000
In Surat, Poona, and Coera .........connunne. .. vees 2,200
In Caranga besserensinniseitnnateestennaeennoet cnnarane . 900

Christians under the Presidency of Bombay ... 65,100

In Daman,
Diu, not ascertained by Mr. Duncan.

Canara,
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Absiract.

Protestants in Bengal . . . . . 63,308
Protestants at Madras . . . . 03,555
Protestants at Bombay . . . . 27,783

At the three Presidencies . . 156,646

Protestants in Diocese of Ceylon

Civil and Military Officers, and Eu-
ropean Inhabitants . . . . . . 2,000
King’s Troops . . . ... .. ... 3000
Native Protestants in Ceylon, by
computation in 1801 [ See
Cordiner’'s Hist. Vol. 1. p.165) 342,000
Protestants ( Native and European)
inJava, Mauritius, Bourbon,
Amboyna, Tcrnate, Banda,
Malacca, Prince of Wales’s
Island, Canton, Sumatra, &c.
taken at one halt of the number
in Ceylon* . . . ... .0 .. 173,500

Total Protestants in Diocese of Ceylon 520,500

* This is the only item in these Lists which is not offered
on certain data. Some accounts make the Protestants In
]
these Islands greatly to exceed thuse of Ceylon.



EXTENT OF DIOCESE§e 148

Total Protestants in Diocese of Ceylon 520,500
Add Protestants of three Presideuncies 150,640

—_—

Total Protestants under the British) ‘
, . . 677,140
(vovernment i Asia. . . . . S

"

N. B. The Roman Catholics are not included,
as not being Protestants.

The Syrian Christians are not included, as not
being under the British Government.
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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

PARTICULAR DEPARTMENTS OF THE PROPOSED
ESTABLISHMENT.

i

I. THE BisHOP.

Lapediency of the Appointmnent.

1. A 6reaT impulse has been given, of late, to
religion » India, from causes which we cannot
controul ; and it will, no doubt, proceed, for the
Scriptures are going forth in various languages at
the same tune.

It 1s expedient, therefore, that this spirit should
be properly directed, and kept, so far as may be
practicable, within the channel of the Established
Church. 1If there be not a Bishop of our Church
to ordain native Pricsts for the people in India,
it may be cxpected that teachers of other deno-
minations will pervade the country in a few years,

2. In the progress of the Christian civilization
of the Natives of India, it 1s proper that they
should have before their eyes the nature and formn
of our Church, and be witnesses themselves that
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we do 1t honour, and do not despise it When
a native inclines to embrace the Christian religion, .
if he see that its ministers are respected by the
State, and that Christianity in a Hindoo is recog-
nised by Government, he knows that he shall
have protection. At present, he sees nothing in
Christianity but rcproach and ruin.  He sees no
native Christian recognised, as such, by Govern-
ment : he sees no native Christian raised to of-
fices of trust or honour. Nay, the ignorance of
the people 1s so great (particularly i Bengal,
where there 1s noc community of native Christians
enjoying political consequence, as in the South),
that they doubt whether their civil liberties are
equally secure to them under the denomination of
Christian, as under that of findoo and Mussul-
maun.

QOught we then directly to cucourage the pro-
fession of Christianity Most undoubtedly, if i#
be from heaven. We ought to encourage it, not
In a mercenary, but in a moral manner; by
recognising the principles of truth and justice
inculcated i the New Testament: and con-
fiding to natives, professing Christianity, such
offices of trust and confidence as they may be
qualiticd to fill. .

5. If the formation of an Ecclesiastical Esta-
blishment would operate in any degree to coun-
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teract the system of discouragement above no-
ticed, it would alone be an important benefit to
India, and to Christianity. But the principal and
immediatc advantage ot Episcopal superintend-
ancc in India, refers not to the natives, but to
the Luropeans.

It is objected, that the Europeans are few in
number (as if they were scarcely worthy of so
much attention) ; that Bombay, for example, 1s a
small Presidency to have a Bishop. Bombay s
a smull Presidency, but it is nevertheless an epi-
tome of the English Government, and ought
faithfully to represent that Government m Church
and State. The Christian religion must be ac-
knowledged at Bombay: I mean, the English
religion, tor the Roman Catholics have a  Bishop
at Bombay already. Let us recollect, moreover,
that this small settlement has 7,783 LEuro-
peans ; of whom 842, being civil, military, and
marine officers, are, it is to be presumed, men of
liberal cducation, and of good connecctions in their
own country. There are bishoprics in England
and Ircland, which do not contain a egreater numn-
ber of persons, of equal consideration, than there
are In the settlemnent of Bombay.

In DBengal there are 13,508 European Pro
testahts ; of whom, 2,589 are civil and inilitary
officers, most of them allied to the first families in
this kingdom. Of these 13,308 persons, a tenth
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part do not return to England. Their children,
by English mothers, are generally sent home ; but
their children, by native inothers,. remain gene-
rally in the country. ‘They desire, of course, to
educate their children in the Protestant faith; and
to bring them, at the proper age, to the Bishop
for confirmation, to renew the vows of baptism.
But, as circumstances are, they must die in the
country, and leave their offspring to select such a
religion, among the various casts, as they shall
choose. The expression which Bishop Lowth
used, n respect to this conduct of the Church to-
ward her sons, inay be seen in another place*:
it will not be here repeated.

Character and Duties of the Bishop.

1. The Bishop ought to be himself a preacher.
The natives will naturally look for the most per-
fect example of the ministerial character in the
Bishop himself, A Bishop m Iudia ought to be
on¢, who shall maintain, m sonmc degree, a pri-
mitive and apostolical character, and devote
bimself much to preaching and episcopal visita-
tion. No where in the world do the clergy more
require the occasional admonition and encourage-

[ ]

* See page 107,
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ment of a superior, than in India; where the
climnate and the example conspire to throw them
into a torpid state, as preachers of Christianity.

2. It is incredible how much good may be done
in India, both in a spiritual and temporal sense,
by a Dishop of exemplary life and manners. In
the first place, he sees a ““ great harvest” before
him, and he is the chief labourer. . His diocese
is not less, m local magnitude, than his native
country. His piety would give some impulse to
the zcal of his Clergy, stationed through this vast
extent, and there w uuld be no limit to the progress
of native instruction and civilization. Again, his
funds being ample (and it is for this reason chiefly
that it 1s proposed they shall be such), he would
have it in his power to do acts of liberality ;—to
feed the poor Hindoos during the seasons of scar-
city, to provide an asylum for outcast Chris-
tians, and to acquire a character creditable and
honourable to the Christian name.

But, further, he approaches near to the rank of
the Governar. He is the proper representative of
‘Christianity, and of his country. The Governor
is recalled in a few vears, but the Bishop remains.
For what has an Indian Bishop to do in England !
He fnay, indeed, return for a season, to visit his
friends, and rcfresh his health and spirits; but,
when he reccives consecration as a Bishop for



CHARACTER AND DUTIES OF TH} BISHOP. 159

India, it ought to be with the spirit of a man who
1s willing to live and die among the people com-
mitted to his charge. Nor will there be a great
sacrifice in this. It 1s agreeable to Eastern prin-
ciple to reverence religious men.  During the
conflicts and wars of Hindostan, the Christian
Bishops were in general respected. Even their
endowments and territorial rites have, in some
instances, survived the revolutions of Empire.

It will be the duty of the Bishop to make an
annual or bienmal visit to the principal places in
his diocese, for the purpose of Confirmation,
and to acquaint himself with the character and
circumstances of his clergy and people.

3. It will be the province of the Bishop, on his
first arrival in India,

First, To mstitute schools in the places where
they may be chiefly required : thatis to say, as
many schools as can be supplied with properly
qualified schoolmasters.

Secondly, To institute the College for the in-
struction of the natives and others In sacred
learning ; and to select for education persons of
approved character, native and Kuropean, whose
views shall lead them to’the sacred office, or to the
humbler situations of Catechist and Schoolmaster.

There are respectable families in India who dé-
sire to bring up their sons to the Church, but are
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deterred by the expense of sending them home
and maintaining them at the University.

The Bishop should have the liberty of attach-
ing to his family one of the Clergy as his Chap-
lain.

1I. THE ARCHDEACON.

1. The Archdeacon will perform certain dutics
of the Bishop, in his absence. His pmﬁﬂr station
will be that of chief minister of the Metropolitan
Church at the Presidency; and he ought to be,
in all respects, a inan worthy of succeeding to the
Episcopal office. His official business will be
that of visitation of the Churchies and Schools
throughout the Diocese; and, as travelling 1s ¢x-
pensive, his salary ought to be liberal.

2. It will be the further duty of the Arch-
deacon, to ascertain the increase of PProtestants In
the different provinces of the Diocese, and to
supply Chaplains and Schoolmasters where they
are wanted, He will always have at hand re-
lative Lists of Protestants and Roman Catholics,
of Members of the Church of England and Dis-
senters, for the information of Government, It
will also be his province, to prepare, under direc-
tion of the Bishop, an Annual Report of the Statc

)



EUROPEAN cgnmm‘fg. 164

of the Diocese, for transmission to England.
‘This Report will contain the above relative Lists,
and also Returns from all the Clergy specifying
the duties performed by them respectively, the
number of Europeans and natives who generally
attered Divine service, and the number of con-
verts for the current year ; likewise Returns from
the Schoolmasters, stating the number of their
scholars and of what casts. This document to
be transmltted to his Grace the Archbishop of
Lanterbury, in order that it may be laid regu-
larly before Parliament for.she information of the
natton. It is from such authentic returns alone
that Parliament can cver arrive at an adequate
knowledge of the¢ actual state of our Indian
Empire.

I1l. FUROPEAN CHAPLAINS.

YThe salary proposed is 1000/ per annum. The
chief object in this increase, is, the advantage
which it will give for selection at home. For a
less sum than 1000/ a year there can be nqg,
sclection of learned and respectable characters
in England. It is wgll known, that an Indian
Chaplaincy may be offered at this time to many
Clergymen before one will accept of it; and he
who does accept of it is, generally, next to despon-

M
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dency in his expectations. For what man will
relinquish a permanent situation of two or three
hundred pounds a year, in his native country, for
cight hundred pounds in India?

The proposed stipend of 1000/ a year for
Luropean Chaplains and of 400l and 200.. for
Country Chaplains, is, all circumstances consi-
dered, very ncarly analogous to Livings of 5001
and 300/ a year, and to Curacies of 100/ a
year and less, in England.

It is usual, at present, in India, to remove the
Chaplains at military stations, at the end of two
years. DBut many advantages would accrue from
building churches for them, and permitting the
English Chaplans to be stationary. The Country
Chaplains might change their place with less in-
convenience.

IV. CCUNTRY CHAPLAINS,

1. Itismanifest that the tew English Preachers
in India can never instruct the mass of the
population. If Christianity ever pervade that
~ountry generally, it must bc by the mmistra-
tions of the natives.

2. Duties.—The Counfry Chaplams will have
to perform the same duties generally as the Eu-
ropcan Chaplains.  They are especially intended
to supply those stations throughout the Provinces,
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to which no Chaplain has been appointed; to
attend particular regiments in quarters; to ac-
company military detachments on service (a
duty hitherto never ¢njoined) ; to superintend the
schools in their vicinity ; and to visit the inland
stations, viz. the residence ot Judges, Collectors,
and Cominercial Residents ; some of whom pass
half their lives in India without once hearing
Divine service. X

3. The epithet Couniry (perfectly faniliar to
an Indian ear), as here applied, is merely intended
to signify, that these Chaplains are, in genceral,
natives of the country, or Furopeans ordained in
the conntry of India. It 1s to be understood,
however, thut Clergymoen from lingland may be
cligible to these inferior appomtments, and be
rcgularly appointed to them, if they choose to ac-
cept of thew; as, no doubt, many will.

4. It may be cxpected also that somc of the
English Missionatics may be found qualitied and
willing to receive Episcopal Ordination in India.
The characteristic labours of o Missionary will
be very little, if at all, diminished by his being
attachcd to the Establishment. The difiercnt
classes of Protestant Christians very soon lose
Cast (if we may use *the expression) in India.
Their views of things become more enlarged; to
a degree, indeed, which sometimes surprises then
correspondents at home ; and, by frequent colli-

MY
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sion with the natives and with other Christian
sects, and even by the very influence of a relax-
ing climate and a new state of existence in a
strange country, they find less difficulty in re-
nouncing any particular system (of which we
have freqaent examples) which may oppose or
abridge their uscfulness as teachers of Chris-
tianitv.

N o national measure will better preserve unity
in the Christian Church, and a harmony of ope-
ration in the progressive illumination of the East,
than a liberal Ecclesiastical Establishment, ofler-
ing cligible situations for life to the pious and in-
dustrious Teachers of Christianity.

5. The most ample toleration to be granted to
all classes of Christian Missionaries m the East;
and so far as the Ecclesiastical Ilstablishient has
influence, the most cordial concurrence to be
afforded to the Protestant Missionaries, in all
their prudent operations for the extension of
Christian learning.

V. CATECHISTS AND SCHOOLMASTERS.

All the Catechists and Schoolinasters to be
memnbers of the Church of England.  Their chief
busincss will be to teach the Xnglish language
and the clements of Christian lcarning. An in-
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telligent and pious schoolmaster amongst the
Half-cast race and the Hindoos, is but another
term for a Chaplain or Missionary.

Europcans in humble circumstances will be
glad to accept these situations of 100/. and 60/
per 'annum; such as serjeants in the army who
have served their time, dccayed traders, and
others. But it may be expected, that the greater
number of Schoolmasters will be derived, in the
course of time, from the community of Half-
cast. Young men educated regularly at the
schools of the Presidency, of known and ap-
proved character, and whose latter studies have
been conducted with a view to this proicssion,
will probably form the chief body of School-
masters ; and, eventually, of Country Chaplains
in India.

VI. COLLEGES FOR SACRED LEARNING.

It is evident that the natives of India can
never be qualified for ordination to the Mini-
sterial Office, unless they be regularly educated’
for that purpose. T'he Hindoos have their sacred
Colleges at Benares, Oujein, Trichoor, and other
places. The Roman Catholics have a College at
Verapoh in Travancore, which is superintended
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by the Italian Bishop; and there are sunilar -
stitutions in other provinces.

I. It would not be consistent to propose a
Religions Establishment for India, without re-
conunending a College for religious learning.  In-
deed, a Theological Seminary must necessarily be
a constituent part of an Lcclesiastical Establish-
meunt i« heathen country.

. It is proposed that there shall be a College
at cach Presidency; to be under the general di-
rection of the Bishop, who shall be Visitor ex
officio; to consist only of three members at the
commencement, viz. three of the English Chap-
lains ; one of whom to be President of the Iusti-
tution and Professor of Theology ; and the other
two to be Tutors.  The President to have 10004
per annum, and the Tutors 5004, cuch, in addition
to the salary of Chaplain.  The Pupils to con-
tribute for their owun instruction, when they are
able to do so.

5. All persons whose views lead them to the
Sacred Office, or who wish to acquie a know-
ledpe of Christian learning generally, to be ad-
1hissible to the benefits of the nstitution, whether
Furopeans, Half-cast Christians, Mussulmans, or
FHimdoos.

4. In Bengal, the Theological College may be
atlached to the College of Fort William; for, by
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the prunary Regulation of that institution, the
Provost (being a Clergyman of the Church of
England) was appointed to instruct the Students
in Theology.

VI1I. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRO-
POSED ESTABLISIHHIMENT.

t. The two chicf practical advantages of the
proposed Iistablishment are to bie expected from
the Bishop and the Country Chaplains : fromn the
influence of the Bishop, on the one bhand, i
giving its just ascendency to the Protestant I'aith
in India, which 1t has never yet had ; and from
the salutary and efiective labours of the subordi-
nate tcachers, on the other.

<. It is not to be concealed, that the services
of the English Chaplains are almost entirely con-
fincd to those persons who understand the Eog-
lish language; aud thesce, as we have seen, forn
an inconsiderable part ot the Protestant body.
Nor is it to be expected, that the Clergy tfrom
England should learn to preachk in a new lan-
guage, in advanced life. They may attam  to
some clementary know ledee of an Oriertal lan-
guage, and be able to divect others who preach in
it; but they will rarely attempt to preach i i1t
themselves.
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3. It is {urther to be obscrved, that the
English Clergy do not mix with that class of per-
sons. The Halt-cast race are, in general, as will
be shewn, in indigent circumstances, and 1n a
degraded state of cxistence. They live remote
from the English, and assimilate much with the
Hindoo natives m their manners and customs.

4. It being ascertained, then, that the chief
part of the Protestants in India speak the native
languages, by what means are they to be pre-
served in the profession of the Protestant Laith ¢
It is manifest, that, unless we ordain to the da-
cred Ofhice the Hali-casts themsclves, and Euro-
pean teachers of humble condition who will be
willing to accept a Cure amongst them, the mass
of the Protestant population must fall, in no long
time, into the hands of the Roman Catholics, or of
other religious denominations, dissenting {from the
Church of England.

5. Each of the proposed Dioceses is of so
grecat extent, that it is like a kingdom within
itself. Its internal arrangements must thercfore
be directed by circumstances, which arec peculiar
and local, and which may differ totally from those
of the other Dioceses.

6. The proposed Establishment is by no means
fully adequate to the religious wants of British
[ndia. For example, the whole ndmber of Chap-
lains, European and Native, for Bengal, will be
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only about forty; whereas there are upwards of
sixty stations, civil and military, dependent on
that Presidency. DBut the present may suflice as
a commencing Establishment, to be 1improved
hereafter, both in extent and design. It is not to
be expected, that an Institution of this nature
can arrive at the practicable perfection, but by
experience and repeated revision, On this ac-
count, therefore, and on account of some colla-
teral objects which shall be noticed immediately,
1t 1s highly expedient, that a review of the Eccle-
siastical Establishment in India should be taken
by Parliament cvery fifth year, during the conti-
nuance of the Company’s Charter.

Having finished the Observations on the parti-
cular departments of the proposed Establishment,
we shall now notice some other matters, which
relatc iminediately to the religious improvement
of British India. And first, of the state of the
Half-casts, a subject which is very imperfectly,
understood in England.
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VIII. oF TIIE HALF-CASTS IN INDIA.

1. 1t appears from the calculation in the Ap-
pendix, that there are, in Bengal alone, 13,308
Kuropeans, viz. :

Civil and Military Officers, and European

Inbabitants . . . ... ... ..... 4,108
King'sdroops . . ... ... .. ... . 7,200
Company’s Luropean Troops .¢ . . . . 2,000

13,308

These 13,308 Europeans have mostly families.
Perhaps 2000 may be married to  Furopean wo-
men. I'rom those who have native women, mar-
ried or unmarried, proceeds the race of 1lalt-cast,
or Ilindoo-English Cast. The nuwber has 1n-
creased so greatly within the last forty years, that
the Indian Government have serious apprechen-
sion in regard to the result.  Many plans have
been proposcd to cheek the progress of the evil ;
but nothing cffective has been donc. And we
may add, that nothing can be done to arrcst its
progress, until India shall be laid open to the
free admission of Eumpca:n women. Nothing can
be done, until our Indian system shall encowage
the natural and honourable union of English men
with English women.—~Qbscrve the enornnty of
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the case, as circumstances now stand. Thirty
thousand men are sent to India, who absolutely
covern the country, and have all things at com-
mand. Of these 30,000 but few return. No
English woman is permitted to go to India, but
by express permission of the Iast-India Com-
pany; and even if there were no restriction, the
difficulty and expense of conveyance amounts, in
prescnt circumstances (in regard to women not
of the superior class), to nearly a prohibition.

The Half-cast children arc generally brought
up Protestant Christians : but there are many,
who, for want of Protestant instruction, become
Roman Catholics; and somne secede to the Cast
of thcir mothers, and become Mahometans or

Hindoos.

3. Some data for ascertaining the number of

the Half-casts 1n Bengal, may be obtamed from
the following statement :

Half-cast Children in the Schools of C{Ik‘m‘m:
in the Year 1800.
In the I'ree School, about . . . . . . ... 250
In the Military Orphan Institution Uppe
School, for Officers’ Children . . . . . 250
In the Military Lower School, for Privates’
Children, at Howrah . . ..., .. .. 700

Taken forward .. . . 1200
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DBrought forward . . . . 1200

13 Private Schools in Calcutta, coutaining
on an average, 50 each. . . . . . .. 650
Besides these children in the regular
Schools, 1t appears from the Report of
the Benevolent Socicty established in
1811, on the Madras System, ‘ for
“‘ instructing the Children of indigent
“ Christians,” that the children of the
‘““ various classcs of Christians in the
““ city of Calcutta, for whose relief the
“ Bencvolent Institution is intended,
“ include scarcely less than two thou-
“sand persons™*” . . .., ... ... 2000

i

3850

If there he 3850 Half-cast Children, at one
time, In Calcutta alone, the whole number of per-
sons of that description, including adults, in all
the cities and towns of the whole Province of Ben-
gal, must be very considerable. They have been
cstimated at 100,000. Inour general calculation
of Protestants before mentioned, we have taken
themat 50,000; and so, in proportion, at the
other Presidencies of Madras and Bombay.

4. Moral State of the Half-casts.—Many of

+ See Address of Benevolent Society, Calcutta, 14th
Aungust, 1811. ~
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them succeed to respectable situations, the just
reward of their ability and virtues. Many enjoy
the benefits of a liberal education, and adorn so-
ciety in India and in England. But, as to the
state of the people in general, it is painful to de-
scribe it.

By a Regulation of the Honourable Company,
this description of Protestant Christians 1s ex-
cluded from all the higher situations in their ser-
vice, civil or military. This prohibition of Go-
vernment, and the circumstances of their birth,
conspire to cast them into a state of the deepest
degradation. Those of them who are taken in
by the Military Schools, are generally appointed
drummers and fifers in the army. Those who
have not a claim on the schools, are thus de-
scribed by the Benevolent Socicty :

‘“ These persons” (the 2000 above mentioned)
‘“ are not, in general, the children of European
‘““ Christians, but are, in some instances, removed
¢“ three or four descents from them, and approxi-
“ mate in the same degree to the habits and ideas
of their heathen neighbours; between whom
“ and themselves, however, the name of Chris-
“ tian draws a linc of distinction, which eflectu-
“ ally cuts them off from them ; and, united with
“ their poverty and ignorance, places their chil-
“ dren in a wogse state than the Mussulinan and
‘“ Hindoo children around them; as these are

“ instructed in the learning of their respective

ii
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““ casts, and fitted for situations in life, from

“ which the Christian name serves to exclude
‘¢ theirs, without bestowing on them any equiva-
¢ lent.”—These children, previously to their ad-
mission (220 were admitted) into the Benevolent
Institution, ¢ were under no kind of superintend-
‘““ ance, but were wandering in the streets and
lanes of Calcutta, in a state of the grossest 1g-
norance; and practising, uncontrouled, every
vice within their power.” The managers of
the Bencvolent Institution submit, “ That Chris-
¢ tianity, and even humanity, pleads for 1mpart-
ing to these children some degree of moral m-
struction ; or, at least, such a knowledge of the
Bengalee language as shall enable them to fill
situations equally with the Hindoo youth*.”

{
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5. Their employment by the State.—It was
before observed, that the great increasc of the
race of llalf-cast haa been eontemplated with
much uncasiness by tire India Government.
Many expedients have been suggested, for giving
them employment, and making thecir services
.uscful to the State.  But, as yet, every suggestion
has becn made in vain.  People in England will
perhaps wonder that 1t should ncver have been
said, ‘“ EpucaTE THEM.” But they will recol-
lect, that this would be as much gs to say (advert-

* Address of Benevolent Society, before quoted.
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ing to the number of the subjects), ¢ Promote
“ Christianity in India—Give it a suitable re-
“ ligious establishment.”

This is, indeed, the remedy, the only remedy :
and, painful as it may appear to many, it is that
to wltich we must at last come.

If, then, the question be asked, “ How shall
these half descendants of the LEnglish become
useful members of the state, and respectable
members of society 7 "—we answer, Let them be
well instructed ; and thev will soon be eligible to
various linportant stations in British India; and,
among others, to acadcmical and ccclesiastical
cmployments. They will form jood instructors
for the Hindoos, and for their own community,
If every man among them were a teacher, he
would find pupils suflicient in Hindostan.  They
are by no means deficient in natural talents. On
the contrary, they arc generally quick in appre-
hension ; and many instances occur, of extraordi-
nary genius and ability.  The clnet complaint in
the Calcutta schools, is, that they arc prone to
vice, and practise the arts of cunning and deceit
at an carly age. The truth 1s, we belicve, they
arrive sooner at manhood; and various vices
begin to develope themselves earlier, than in
European children. 1f, however, it be true, that
they are more prone to vice than the Kuropeans,
and if the arts of female fascination be dangerous
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to the English youth who are sent to govern India,
the argument to be deduced from this fact is,
that they should be raised from their debased
state, and receive the advantages of a Christian
education ; and that they should not be left any
longer to corrupt others, and to sink themselves
into a decper degeneracy.

6. It will undoubtedly be a wise policy, as well
as a Christian duty, to admit the Half-cast
Christians into the service of their country, in
departments for which they are qualified; and,
particularly, as Catechists and School-masters, in
the various languages of Hindostan. And those
of them, who shall obtain a reputation for learn-
ing and religious knowledge, may reccive Ordina-
tion for the ministerial office.

7. Upon the whole, it seems very probable,
“That the sons of Englishmen by Hindoo mo-
thers will be made the instruments, in the course
of time, of instructing the Hindoos in the faith of
Christ.” This providential consequence we are
encouraged, by circumstances, to expect. But
first they themselves must be instructed. Hither-
to, they have been accounted the reproach of the
service, as they certainly are; but this reproach,
let us always remember, is derived from English
origin. Itis, indeed, time for the Dritish Le-
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gislature to interpose, in'behalf of the perishing
Half-cast! It is time for the English nation to
make some atonement for what 1s past, by be-
stowing on these our sons and brethren the
blessing of Christian instruction and regard. It
wou?d be worth while to expend a sum, equal to
that of five years of the proposed Ecclesiastical
Establishment, to place the Half-cast Protestants
in circumstances which will bear to be contem-
plated, n relation to the British character and
interests in India.

IX. DISPOSITION OF CHAPLAINS AT THE
STATIONS IN INDIA.

A general view of the British Stations and Dis-
tricts which require Chaplains, ought to be pre-
sented to the Legislature, that the real state of
circumstances in India may be known. The fol-
lowing List of Stations in Bengal, and of the
Chaplains appointed to them, w:ll auiﬁmently
exemplify the situation of the other Presidencies
in regard to Christian instruction.

The Stations having®a Chaplain are marked
with a C.—The list of Disposition is taken from
the East-India Register for 1813, corrected to the
31st December, 1812. *
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Fort William C.

Barrackpore

Berhampore C.2.

Dinapore C.

Chunar

Allahabad

Cawnpore C.

Futtyghur

Agra C.

Muttra

Meerut C.

Cuttack

Balasore

Midnapore

Gazeepore

Dacca

Chittagong

Monghyr

Bundelcund

Tannah (Invalid Esta-
blishment.)

Gyah and Burragong
Delhi,

ﬁgfh}:ccms% FESTABLISMMENT FOR INDIA.

CIVIL BTATIONS.

- Calcutta C. 3.

Benares C.
Patna
Moorshedabad
Bhangulpore
Burdwan
Dinagepore
Hooghly
Jessore
Juanpore
Mirzapore
Nuddeah

Purneah
Ramghur
Rajashye
Rungpore
Sarun
Shahabad
Sylhet

 Tipperah

Tirhoot
Bauleah
Keerpoy
Luckipore
Lucknow
Bareilly
Etawah

Goruckpore
Moradabad.
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1. There are more Stations, civil and military,
than those above enumerated ; and some of the
above are both civil and military. But accuracy
1s not required. The Stations often change their
importance, by the accession or diminution of
European residents.

9. From the above List it appears, that, of
hfty-one Stations, only eight are supplied with
Chaplains. It i1s true that the Register gives
fifteen Chaplains to the Presidency of Bengal ;
but it states that of these, four arc assigned to
Calcutta and Fort William ; two arc not arrived
in India, or not appointed ; onc is on furlough ;
one is absent from sickness; aund it ought to have
added, one 1s dead. And it may be received as
a'general rule, that, in every Iudia list, nearly one
fourth is ineffective, from dcath, indisposition,
furlough, length of voyage, or other causes.

3. All the above Civil Stations (without ex-
ception, we believe) are accounted of sufficient
nnportance, from the number or respectability
of the English residents, to have one Surgeon or
more attached to each. Some of the Military Sta-
tions bave many Surgeons. At each of the Civil
Stations reside, in general, thrce descriptions of
Protestants, viz.1st, a Judge, Collector of Reve-
nue, or Commercial Resident (which are the fa-

- ‘ N 2
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milies of chief consideration in the Company's
service, and are the proper representatives of thc
British character in India) together with his As-
sistants and their families; 2dly, Indigo Planters,
Traders, and other European inhabitants ; Sdly,
Half-cast families.

4. Some of the above Stations are large, and
contain a numerous Protestant population. Others
are small. But the smallest i1s yet an official
station of the British Empire; far remote, it may
be, from any other station, but yet of vast impor-
tance iz regard to the civilization of the country
around it.

5. There being no clergymen in these societies,
the offices of marriage and burial arc generally
performed by the civil magistrate, or by a mih-
tary officer. Baptisms are commonly dcferred
(but not always) till the children grow up, and
the parents come down to Calcutta, on their way
to Europe. Marriages have been sometimes so-
lemnized a second time, by a regular clergyman.
It is possible, that some circumstance may arise
which will make it necessary for an Act of Parha-
ment to pass, to give validity to the marriages in
India, solemnized by laymen, for the last fifty
years; as was done in the reign -of Charles the
Second, after the Usurpation.
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6. It will be admitted, by every man who has
visited the above stations (supposing that he has
any respect for the religion of his country) that
not onc of them, however small, ought to remain
longer destitute of the offices and instruction of
Christianity. It must be equally evident, that
not one of them ought to be without a School-
master, if it were but for the advantage of the
Half-cast children alone. The appointment of
Schoolmasters (a measure so easily practicable);
ought to be the first and immediate operation
of the proposed Establishment. Almost all the
above civil stations are in the neighbourhood of
#indoo towns ;—the very places which it would
be desirable to select for Furopean teachers, in
reference to the civilization of the natives.

Y. BUILDING CHURCHES IN INDIA.

1. Whether an Ecclesiastical Istablishment
shall be presented to India at this tine or not, it’
1s indispensable that Cliurches be crected at the
principal stations; in vurder that the services of
the Clergy, who are already in the country, may
be rendered, in some degree, efficient to the

people.
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2. Dean Prideaux, in his Account of the Eng-
lish Scttlements in India, dated 23d January,
1694, has the following passage :—* There is not
‘“ so much as a chapel in any of the English set-
tlements for the true religion, cxcept at Iort
‘¢ St. George only (Madras), where latelyachurch
““ has been erected for the use of the English Fac-
tory, by the piety and care of Mr. Streynsham
Masters, then President, without any aid or
countenance from the Company In order therc-
‘““ to. In other places, the room they eat in con-
¢ tains their congregation*.”

After the revolution of a hundred years, the e
pression of Dean Pridcaux is yet nearly med‘%
“ the room they eat in contains their congrega-
tion.”—There arc, however, two cxceptions.
There 1s now a church at Calcutta, and another
at Bombay. The new church of Calcutta (for
the old one was thrown down by the great storm
of the i2th of October, 1757 1), was erccted
about the year 1787, by the voluntary subscrip-
tion of the inhabitants, and by a contribution from

4

L
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* See Hawkesworth’s “ Ecclesiastical, Chronological,
and Historical Sketches respecting Bengal.” p. 4,

On the account of Dean Prideaux, the author makes the
followiug remark : “ When a community consists of a flcet-
“ ing body, whigh will not regularly colonize, little regard
“ is paid to the important concern of religion.”

+ See Gentleman’s Magazine for 1736—9.
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¢wo Hindoos, It is a fact worthy of record, that
the erection of the chief Christian church in
British India, was aided by the Hindoos them-
selves. The Hindoo merchant, Omichund, con-
tributed about 3000L.; and the Rajah, Nobhissen
gale a parcel of ground on which the church
stands, valued at a much larger sum ¥,

3. In the letter from the Chairman and De-
puty Chairman of the Court of Directors, to Lord
Melville, dated 4th of March, 1812, they state,
“ That the disbursements of the Company for
““ commerce, for stores, and for sums expended
““ in the acquirement of territory, with forts, &c.
‘¢ has amounted to 51,182,127.."—It would have
been satisfactory in this retrospect, if we could
have seen that a small portion of these ﬁfa‘y-a}w
millions had been laid out m building a church.

But there is, perhaps, less room for crimination
here, than may by some be apprehended. Any
other commercial body of men from England,
would have probably obscrved the same conduct
iu the same circumstances. DBut did not the
Dutch and Portuguese promote Christianity, and
organize religious Establishments in the East?
They did, in a liberal and princely manner. But

* Hawkesworth’s Sketches, page 10.



) ‘
184  ECCLES* ESTABLISHMENT FOR INDIA.

it was properly the Sfafe which acted; and not a
private Company. When the English East-India
Company were first incorporated, they intended
merely to exist in a private character, and to ex-
tend commerce. They did not intend to become
Sovercigns of an Empire.  If they had, they
wouid no doubt have given their royal pledge,
that Christianity should flourish in their domi-
nions in India, like the native palm tree. But
they are now Sovereigns of an Empire; and it is
only expected that, in accordance with the cir-
cumstances in which Providence has placed them,
thcy will concur with his Majesty’s Government
in doing what his Majesty would do in their
place.

4. The Honourable Company are not them-
selves insensible to the want of churches 1n their
settletnents abroad. They signified their wish,
some years since, to the Bengal Government, that
churches should be built. But we have not yet
heard that the foundations bave been laid *.

* Small but commodious churches may be erected, of
durable construction, in India, for 2000/., 3000.., and 4000/.
each. Agreeably to the usage of Christian nations, they
ought 10 have spires, pointing to the skies, that the natives
may know their sacred purpose, and that {the English sol-
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To the natives of India, we appear like a
people who do not mean to stay long in the
country. We fail to erect monuments to our
religion. We furnish no evidence that we are
proud of our acquisitions, of the country, or of the
people. It has been justly said, that if, by any
sudden revolution, we were to lose our Empire in
the East, there would not, in a few years, remain
a trace of our having existed in the country.

5. If the Honourable Company be desirous to
retain the government of the Indian Empire,
(we consider it an awful responsibility), it will be
proper to shew that this may be done, without pre-
judice to Christianity. It is of more consequence
to the honour of our country, that the character
of the Christian Religion be inaintained invivlate
in India, than that the trade be opened or shut.
It 1s unquestionably true, * That the opening of
the trade, and the permission of colonization,
would be more favourable to the extension of
Christianity, and of European civilization, than a
system of exclusion.” He, who shall deny this
position, must be able to maintain propositions (ds
has been already shewn) repugnant to the dispen-
saticns of Providence,’and to the Revelation of
God. 'The rulers of the country will, thereforc,

dier (after a long absence from his Christian country) may
recognise a Church.
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keep this undeniable fact in mind ; and endea-
vour to prevent the effects of this peculiar incon-
venience of their government, by founding liberal
institutions for Christianity.

The tenure of the Indian Empire, we repeat it,
involves an awful responsibility. If the Com-
pany be willing to keep in their permanent service
30,000 Englishmen, of whom but an inconsidera-
ble part return to their native country; if they
would continue to preside over 100,000 Protes-
tants (English, or descended from the English)
and over a population of 60,000,000 natives ; 1t
will be satisfactory to the nation to know, that
these, our brcthren and fellow-subjects, are likely
to enjoy moral advantages, under the government
of the East-India Company, at least cqual to what
they would have had, if they were under the na-
tional care.

XI. CHAPLAINS FOR INDIA SHIPS.

- " The circumstance of his Majesty’s Govern-
ment having lately appointed Chaplains to ships
of so small a size in the Navy as a fifth rate, is
auspicious to the hope that the East-India Com-
pany will appoint Chaplains to their regular ships.
A TFifth Rate may have only one hundred and
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forty-five men. An Indiaman, it is true, has
sometimes fewer than a hundred men on the books.
But tlie question is not (in the contemplation of
moral purposes) how many sailors there are on
the books, but how many souls there are on board,
in the voyage out and home, including troops and
passengers.—It will not be contended, that the
number is less, on an average, than two hundred
men.

This, and other 1natters connected with the
welfare of India, and particularly the abolition of
inhuman customs inflicting death or tending to
death, will form subjects for the Zwin-quennial
Review before mentioned, to be taken by Parlia-
ment during the continuance of the Company’s
Charter. A period of twenty years is too long
an interval for the vestigation of improvements,
which ought to be continually progressive ; refer-
ring, as they do, to the preservation of Auman
life, the moral condition of our own Lﬂuntrymen,
and the general happiness of so great an Empire.






APPENDIX.

CALCULATION

OF THE NUMBER OF

ENGLISH PROTESTANTS IN INDIA.

-*-

From the Honourable the East-India Company's printed Lists.

*

Register for 1813, corrected to Dec.
31, 1812 cearieesservsenrirnsrinninasanien
Military Officersiiccccenniiirinniisir rasennnn 2134
European Inhabitants (men only) ........ 1519

BenGAL.—Civil Officers (see East-India
} s

— 4,108
MADRAS.—Civil Officers cvvrvivrinrs soinrenress 236
Milimr}’ Oﬂicers gapdissppgiisopndnsddpbongpdimind 17“9
European Inhabitants ce..coeeveriiiiiicrina.. 460
— 2,456
BoMBAY.—Civil Officers.cecceciirensorenscanes. 103 ’
hli]itar}r Oiﬁcersliill‘iﬁllilllllli‘.l.lllil"" 624
Mﬁﬁﬂe Gﬂic{'rﬁ R T I R T IR R N R N N I T R NI NS RN ] 15
European Inhabitants..ccccociiiiivaniiieie, 441
— 1,284
Total Officers (Company’s only) and Eumpuan} o4
L2406

inhabitants (men only)at the three Presidencies
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KING’'S TROOPS.

BENGAL; fromn the India printed Lists of 1806. )
8th Light Dragoons; 21th ditto; 25th ditto :
17th Regiment of Toot; 22d ditto; 53d 7,200
ditto; 67th ditto; '73th ditto -
In all, 8 regiments, 900 strong on an average J

MAaDRAS; 1806.
19th Light Dragoons; 22d ditto 3
12th Regiment of T'oot; 83d ditto ; 3-4th ditto;
59th dittp: 69th ditto; 80th ditto ; 94th ditto. e

Inall, 9 regiments ...ccoivevvanssararcisns covnnnnnens y

8,100

BoMeAY: 1808, .
56th Regiment of Foot; 65th ditto; 78th

' ) : _ } 4,500
ditto ; 84th ditto; 86th ditto.—-5> Regiments

Total King's Regiments at the threc Presidencies ®* 19,800

CEYLON : 18086. ,
19th Regiment of Foot; 51st ditto; G6th

_ o 66l 1,00
ditto ; and 3 Compauies Royal Artillery ......

22,800

® In letter from Chairman of Court of Directors to Lord Melville (Dec.
16, 1808) the King's troops at the three Presidencies are estimated at up-
ward of 20,000 men.
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EUROPEAN TROOPS

BELONGING TO THE HONOURABLE COMPANY.

BENGAL; One European Regiment............ R
. OIIE Artiller}r Regiment Epd e R F kR BAERAENRAERERRERARN
One Engineer Corps, (the Engineer Corps

contains fewer men than the Regiments) ... 2,000
N.B. Officers not included, they being before
cenumerated ; about.cieeecsiennicniinsn. O
MADRAS; the same ..icvvivas cerervecs sarinien veeeeases 2,000

BDMBAY; th& Eﬂﬂlﬂ dapaEn sl apdanddrgendp iR Al RN P RO RTFRRRF Ejn“u

Nine Regiments and Corps ..... crevicsascisnses 6,000
.
ABSTRACT.
Civil and Military Officers and Inhabitants ... '7,846
. Ki“g’s Trﬂ(‘lpﬁ GsE T EssE s RS L e R g » ']ﬂ,ﬂﬂ“

Company’s European Troops .ecieecineniiiiinens G,000

Total Europeans (men only) at the 3 Presidencies 33,646

e s S r—

—rﬁ*—-—

King's Regiments at the three Presidencies...... 22
Company’s European Regiments .........cccoviee 9

ko -
Total European Regiments & Corps at 3 Presidencies ©)
Kil]g'ﬁ Regimﬂlltﬂ at CP}'I“II -------- sdEmiNtaRaEn bR m :} ’

Total European Regiments and Corps in India ......... 34

-
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NATIVE TROOPS

BELONGING TO THE HON. COMPANY; COMPOSED OF
HINDQOS, MAHOMETANS, AND CHRISTIANS *.

Regiments,
BENGAL ; Regiments of Native Cavalry ............
Regiments of Native Infantry .......coccovvveeneen 27
35
MaDpRrAS; Regiments of Native Cavalry... .ccveveveee 8
- Regaments of Native Infantry .iiccicieiciinenn 28
31
BomBAY ; Regiments of Native Infantry ............ 9

ABSTRACT,

Regiments.
Bengal AR RLL RN EERER AL N SRR ISR R R IR RN NN AERENNERENES]] 35
Ei.adras AR EREERTREFELEEE RN S LN LL EEE AR LEERBERENRE NN LERENILENNEN] 31
Eﬂmbﬂ}' ----- Bans s IR sargeniBdgpE iR gpuoidsnnbianininn ﬂ
Native Reguments . civiivviesnecionssnses 70
Add European Regiments ....cceanvviieiens 31
Total Regiments at the three Presidencies + 106G
Ceylon; 3 King's and 4 Native Regiments ...... 7
Total Regiments in India officered by Europeans 113

e ——

® Some of the Native Troops in the Deccan have a proportion of Chris-

Lians.

t The Troops in the service of the Company are estimated, in Letter
from Chairman of Court of Directors to Lord Melville, at 140,000 men,
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N OTE.

THis Sketch was communicated to the East-India Mission
C.nmmitlee of the Society for Promoting Christian Know-
ledge, through Mr. Wilberforce, on the 1st of June, 1812.
An Abstract of it was reported by that Committee, 1o a
General Meeting of the Society, held on the 23d of
that month, when the following important Resolutions,
grounded thereon, were adopted. They are here re.

printed from the Appendix No. 4 to the Annual Report
of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge for

1812.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRIS-
TIAN KNOWLEDGE, MADE AT A GENERAJL MEETING,
'"HOLDEN AT BARTLETT'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, ON
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, A.D. 1812,

RrsoLvED, I. That the Society for promoting Christiau
Knowledge are prompted, by the most pressing motives, to
take part in the public solicitude, now more especially ex-
cited for the welfare of the British Empire in the East:
having, by the first enlargement of the bounty of their
Patrons, and by funds created for that purpose, been on-
gaged to excreise their eflorts for extending the knowledge
of revealed 'T'ruth in those regions.

I1. That the Society do, therefore, join the public voice,
in mnploring the attention of those who direct the councils
of the nation, to the cause and interests of Christianity in
the East, in which momentous topic of consideration the

0
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present and future welfare of so large a number of the sub-
Jects of this realm is involved.

ILI. That the Society are fully sensible, that the claims
which such a body, as the subjects of British India, have
upon the wisdom, the justice, and the charitable kindness
of their rulers, must oceupy the thoughts of those whe
have to consult and provide for their prosperity, inducing
them to cnact such measures as may serve for the improve-
mcnt of their whole existenee as a people, and more parti-
cularly in their religious and moral character.  The Society
for promoting Chiistian Knowledge do not therefore arro-
gate to themselves any other feeling, than that which is en-
tertained, without doubt, by the Government of the Country :
and i presenting their hamble wishes and requests to those
who are best able to give cffect, under Provideuce, to what
is s0 carnestly desired, the Society presume no farther than
to hope, that they may hereby add another motive to those
inducements, which tlie mere urgency of the case must
press upon the overeign Ruler and the chiet Councils of
the nation *. 'The Society, therefore, most humbly beg leave

¥ « Alr. Beanfoy, according io order, reported from the Committee of the
whole Honse, to whom it was relerred to consider further of the Governs
ment and Liade of India, the resolutions which the Committee bhad direct-
ed him 1o report to the House ; which he read in bis place, and afterwards
delivered in at the clerk’s table : wherc the same were 1ead, and are as fol-
loweth, viz

« Resolped, That 1t 1s the ﬂpiuiun of this Committce, that it is the peculia
and bounden auty of the Lepgislature to promote, by all just oud prudent
yeans, the mterests and happiness of the inhabitants of the Eritish domi-
niens i India ; and that, for these ends, such measures ought to be adopted
a3 may graduadly tend to their advaucement in uscful knowledge, and tu
their seligious and moral improvement. '

« Resulved, That it is the opinion of this Committec, that sufficient means
of religious worship und instruction be provided for all persons of the Pro-
testant Communion, in the service, or under the protection of the Fast Indis
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to advert to such means, for obtaining the object of their
anxious wishes, as to them appear most likely to conduce to

the great end in view,

1V. Resolved, accordingly, That the Society are fully
persuaded, that nothing short of such an establishment of
pas#oral superintendance, and such a supply for the ministry
of the Word and Sacraments, throughout the British Eip-

Company 1 Asia, proper Ministers being, from time to tiwe, sent out fiom
Great Dritain  for thuse purposes; and that a Chaplein be maintained on
boaid cvery ship of seven hundred tons burthen, and upwards, in the Fast
India Company’s employ ; and, moreover, that no such Ministers or Chup-
liins shall be sent out, o1 appointed, until they shall first bave heen ap-
proved of by the Archbishop of Canterbury, or the Lishop ot London, tor
tlie time beiug,

“ The said Resolutions being severally read a second time, were, upon the
iuestion severally put thereon, agieed to by the House”—Vide Commons’
Jounnar, 14 Mavy, 1793, p. 778.

On the 17th of the same month,

“ Another clause being offered to be added to the Bill, fur empowering
the Court of Directors to send out schoolmasters, and peisons approved by
the Archbishop of Canterbury, or the Bishop of Londen, &c. for the reli-
givus and moral improvement of the native inhabitants of the Dritish domi-
trons in India

“ The House was moved, that the Resclutions which, upen Tuesday last,
were reported from the Committee of the whole House, to whom it was re-
ferred to consider farther of the Government and Trade of India, and were

then agreed to by the House, might be read.
« And the same were, a8 agiced to by the House, read accordingly ; and

are as followeth ; viz. [us above.]
“ Then the said cluuse way iwice read ; and, upon the question put therk-

apon, agreed to by the House, 10 be made part of the Bill.

“ Another clanse was offcred to be added to the Bill, requiring the Court
vf Directors to settle the destinatibn, and provide for the decent mainte-
nance of the suid several persons. .

“ And the said clause was twice read ; and, upon the question pat there-
upon, agreed to by the Mouse, to be made part of the Bill.”—1bid. p. 792
Which cluuses were thrown out nn the third reeding, page 803.
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pire in the Fast, as may correspond, in due measure, with
that which constitates the main ground of religions welfare
in the realm of England, can serve to place the spiritual in-
tercsts of the British subjects, in those parts, upon the best
and most permanent foundations.

V. That the Society beg leave, in the same ¢onviction,
and in the same spirit of dutiful respect, to observe, that
more than a century has elapsed, since the most earnest
wishes of many chief and excellent persons* in this nation
were expressed for procuring such a form of Church Com-
munion in India, as might serve to demonstrate the religious
character of thie British nation ; to provide for the exigen-
cies of our beloved countrymen, when far severed from
their friends and connections ; and, at the same time, 1o
induce the natives, by the silent but persuasive pattern of
religious fellowship, and the sober invitations of a settled
ministry, to lift their eyes to the truth, and to take courage.
to this end from the prospect of counienance aud shelter,
which would thus be set before them. The appearance
of persons in ecclesiastical functions, sufliciently exalted n
character and power, both to furnish them the needful les-
sons of instruction, and to protect them from persccution
in their change of sentiment and eonduct, is most necessary
to the natives, who are at present exposed to dreadful hard-
ships in their conversion from error and idolatry, owing to
the institutions and the prcjudices of their country, and the
cetain forfeitures incurred by Christian Proselytes.

VI. Resolved, That the Society, in common with all who
enjoy the blessings of Communion in the Church of England,
arc deeply and thoroughly convinced, that no sufficient sup-

* Vide Correspondence between Archbishop Tennison and Dean Pri-



NOTE. 197

ply for the ministerial succession and thé necessities of the
extensive population of British Indra, can be furnished ox
continued without such an establishment of the ministry, as
may be able to regulate and perpetuate itself; which will
effectually be obtained by resort to Episcopal hands in
India, when, with the Divire blessing, such provision shall
be wettled there. It is thus ounly, in that land, that the in-
creasing multitude of those who are born of Christian Pa-
rents, and entitled therefore to carly baptism, may be train-
ed for every other act and exercise of religious Communion,
according to the means of grace, and mode of fellowship,
appointed by our Blessed Lord in his household. 1t is thas
only that such candidates for God’s everlasting favour may
be encouraged and enabled to take upon thein their own
obligations, by the solemn pledge to be rendered by them
at their Confirmation, that from thenceforth they may draw
near to the table of the Lord. It 1s thus only that a reguniar
succession of persons, qualified for the ministerial ealling,
can be raised and admitted in that country to the sacred
functions, for the European and native congregations. Of
the latter description, the Society must remark here, that
there are many thousands of children born of European
parents by the father’s side, but of native mothers, who are
fast lapsing into the darkness and misery of heathen error
and pollution ; unversed in the language and veligion of
their fathers, and therefore placed bevond the reach of
European Chaplains, ministering in Engli-ht congregations ;
and daily perverted to the vanities and superstitions  of
their maternal parents. This vast and rapidly increasing
multitude call loudly for the attention of those, who are re-
sponsible for the care of this unhappy race, born under
msuperable disadvantages, which cxclude them, ¢ven ip
their own country, by its present regulations, from uncarly
all the favourable -prnspcrts of hife, whiceh ave left opew
to others.
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VII. Resolved, That the Society do likewise embrace this
opportumity of expressing their sense of obligation for many
aids conferred by the Honourable East-India Company, to-
ward their benevolent designs and public services, and for
the favour shewn to their long established und justiy vene-
rated Missions, the recruit of which is now most lamentably
reduced, and almost totally cut off. ‘

VIIl. Resolved, therefore, That this Society most hum
bly entertain the hope, and offer most respectfully their suf-
frage, and their plea, that, in consideration of the pressing
needs of the British subjects, European and native, in India,
the permanent foundations of the Christian Church, accord-
ing to its best form, be luid among them; and that the great
ends of I‘Eligiml‘i and moral culture way be secmed to them,
by the settlement of Bishops in the chief Presidencies; by
the forming of seminaries; and by the building of ehurches,
-—the want of all which, has been felt and acknowledged for
more than a century, during which period, the exertions of
other European mnations have gone before us, and have
proved successful in accomplishing many of those excellent
purposcs for which the British Government, inits public acts¥,

* « CHARTER, 10th Wierianm II1. 5l Scptember, 1698.

« And we do hereby further will and appoint, That the said Company
hereby establishied, and their successors, shall constamily maintaiu a Minister
and Schoolmaster in the island of St Helena, when the said  island shall
come into the hands or possession of the same Company ; and also one Mi-
nister in every Garrison and superior Factory, which thic same Company, ot
their successors, shall have in the simid Fast adics, or other the parts within
the limits aforesaid ; and shall also, in such Garrison and Factorics, respec-
tively provide, or set apari, a decent and convenient place for Divine ser-
vice only, and shall also tske a Chaplain on board every ship which shall be
sent by the same Company to the said Last Indies, or other the parts within
the limits aforesaid, which shall be of the burthen ol five hundred tons of
upwards, for such voyage, the salary of which Chaplain shall commence from
the time that such sbip shall depart from England ; and woreover, that ne
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originally expressed its intentions to make adequate provi-
sion, but which purposes have not yet been carried into
effect,

EX. Resolved, That these Resolutions be respectfully
submitted to the first Lord of the Treasury; to the Chan-
celéor of the Exchequer; to the Sccretary of State for the
ITome Department; to the President of the Board of Con-
troul for Tndia Aftairs; and to the Directors of the Honour-
able East-India Company.

such Minister shall be sent by the same Company to the said East Indies, or
other the parts within the limits aforesaid, until be shall have been first
approved of by the Archbishop of Canterbary, or the Bishop of London, for
the time being, all whicls said Miuisters, sv to be scut, shall be entertained
from time to time with all due respect.

“ And we further will and appoint, That all such Ministers as shall be sent
to reside in India, as aforesadd, shall be obliged to learn, within one year
after their arrival, the Portuguese Imlguag{', and shall apply themsclves to
Icarn the native language ol the country where they shall reside, the better
to enablv then: to instruct the Gentoos, that shall be the servants or slaves of
the same Company, or of theis Agents, in the Protestant Religion ; and that
in case of the death of any of the said Ministers 1esiding in the East Indies,
or other the parts within the limits afuresaid, the place of such Minister,
so dying, shall be supplicd by one of the Chaplaine out of the next ships
that shall arrive at or neur the place where such Miuister shall Lappen to

die.”

FINLS.

Printed by Ellerton and Henderson,
Johnson's Court, London.





















