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‘A PICTURE OF YOUTH.

BOOK VIIL

CHAP L
The right Style of Arguing.

AMILLA was received with the moft

. tender joy by all her family, again re-
aflembled at Cleves to welcome the return .
of young Lynmere, who was expeéted
every hour. Sir Hugh, perfedtly recovered
from his late illnefs, and bufy, notwith-
ftanding all remonftrance, in preparation
for the approaching nuptials, was in fpirits
that exhilarated whoever faw him. Eu-
VOL. IV. . B genia



2 CAMILLA.

geénia awaited that event with gentlenefs,
though with varying fenfations; from fears,
left her perfonal misfortunes fhould prove
. repulfive to Clermont, and from withes to
find him refembling Melmond in talents,
and Bellamy in paffion and conftancy.

Dr. Orkborne gave now his leflons with
redoubled afliduity, from an ambition ‘to
produce to the fcholaftic traveller, a phe-
nomenon of his own workmanthip in a
learned young female: nor were his toils
lefs ready, nor lefs pleafant, for a fecret
furmife they would fhortly end; though
not till honour fhould be united with -
dependence, for his recompence. But
Mifs Margland fretted, that this wedding
would advance no London journey; and
Indiana could not for a moment recover
from her indignation, that the deformed
and ugly Eugenia, though two . years
younger than herfelf, fhould be married .
before her. Lavinia had no thought but
for the happinefs of her fifter ; and Mr.
Tyrold lamented the abfence of his wife,

who, alike from underftanding and affec-
7 tion,
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tion, was the only perfon to properly fu~
perintend this affair, but from whom Dr.
~ Marchmont, juft arrived, brought very
faint hopes of ‘a fpeedy return.

- Eugenia, however, was not the fole
care of her father, at this period. The
countenance of Camilla foon betrayed, to
his inquiring eyes, the inefficacy of the -
Tunbridge journey. But he forbore all
queftion ; and left to time or her choice
to unravel,if new incidents kept alive her
inquietude, or, if noincident at all had beea
equally prejudicial te her repofe.

* . % » * * *

Two days after, while Camilla, ftill "
aftonifhed by no news,, nor fight of Edgar,
was fitting with her fifters, and recount- f
ing to them her late adventutes, and pre-
fent difficulties, with Sir Sedley Claren-
del, Jacob brought her, in its own fuperb
bird-cage, the learned little bullfinch ;
* telling her, it had been delivered to him
without any meffage, by a man who " faid”

B2 the
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fhe had left it, by miftake, at Tunbridge,.
whence he had had orders to follow her-
with it to Cleves park.
She was much provoked thus to re.:
ceive it.  Mrs. Arlbery had preffed her to
take it in her uncle’s chaife, which the had-

~ firmly refufed; and fhe now concluded.

this - method ~ was adopted, that Sir
Sedley might imagine fhe detained 1t as.
his gift.

In drawing out, foon after, the re--
ceptacle for the bird’s nourifhment, the
perceived, written with a pencil upon the-
wood, thefe words: ¢ Thou art gone
then, fair fugitive! Ah! at’leaft, fly only
‘where thou mayft be purfued !”

'This writing had not been vifible till

_ the machine was taken out to De. re-

plenithed. She recolle¢ted the hand of Sir -
Sedley, and was now fure it- was fent by
himfelf, and could no longer, theretore,
doubt his intentions being ferious.

With infinite perplemty fhe . con'ﬁx‘lned'
with her fifters; but, when. candidly fhe .
had
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had related, that once, to her never-end-
ing tegret, fhe had apparently welcomed
his civilittes, Eugenia pronouriced her
fetitude to be engaged by ‘that error,
as ftrongly as her gratitude by the pre-
fervation of her life, and the extraordinary
fervice done to Lionel, not to rejet the
young baronet, {hduld he make his pro-
pbﬁls. o
' She heard this’opinion with “horror,
YTimid fhamé, and the counfe] of her fa-
* ther, united to impede her naming the in-
ternal obftacle which the felt to be mfm-.
fiountable ; and, while cafting up, -
filence, h'er dppedling eyes to Heaven for
relief, fram' ‘the intticacy in 'which The
found’ herfeff fnvolved, he faw Lionel
ga.lloppmg into the patk.

- She flew to meet himn, and he dxfmount-
ed and led his horfe, to walk with her.
© = .She flattered herfelf,- fie might now
réprefent the mifchief he was doing, and
obtain from him fome redrefs. But he
was more wild and impracticable than
ever. '« Well, my dear gitl,”” he cried,

: B3 . % when



& CAMILLA.

« when are all-thefe bettenngs and worf-
ings to take place? Numps has fent for
me to fee poor little Greek and Latin
hobble to the altar ; but, *tis a million to
one, if our noble baronet does not witk
you there before her. He’s a charming
 Yellow, faith. I had a good long confab
with him this | mormng -

¢ This morning ? Ihope, then, you
were fo good, fo juft, as tq tell him when
you mean ito pay the money yon hav¢
borrowed ? ?”
_ “ My dear child, I often thmk you.
Were born but . yeﬁerday, only, by fome
accident, you came into the world, like
Miperva, - grown up and ready drefled.,
What “makes_you think I mean to pay;
him? Have I given him any bond 2’

« Abaond? Is that neceffary to Julhcc
and honeur =

-$¢ If I had afked the .money,- you are
righ.t, my dear ;- L,ought, then, certainly,
to refund. But, as it- now ftands, ’tis-his.
own affair. I have nothing to do with-
it: except, indeed, receiving the dear,
oL s ) little
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litle golden boys, and makmg merry
. with them.”

¢« O fie, Lionel, fie!”

‘¢« ‘Why, what had I to do with it ? Do
you' think he would care one fig if he faw .
me funk to the bottomof the Red Sea? -No,
my dear, no; you are the little debtorg
fo.balanee your dccoiints for yourfelf, and
don’t calt them upon your peor neighw
bours, who have full enough to fettle of
_ their-own.’ :

_ Camilla was thunderﬁruck; « And
have you been fo cruel,” fhe cried, ¢ fee-
ing the matter in fuch a light, to placc
me in fuch a predicament > ‘
¢ Cruel, my dear girl? why, what
will it coft you, except a dimple or two the °
more ? ~ And don’t you know you always
look beft when you fmile ? I affure you,
it’s a mercy he don’t fee you when you
are giving me one of my leftures. It dif-
figures you fo- horribly, that he’d take
fright and never fpeak to you again.”

“ What can I ever, fay, to make you

hear me, or feel for me? Tell me,
B4 at



8 . CAMILLA.

" at leaft, what has paﬁ’ed this morning 3
and affure me that nothing new, nothmg
yet worfe, has oceurred.”

“ O no, nothing at all. All is in the
faireft train poflible. I dare fay, he’ll
come hither, upon the . grand qudhon,
before fun-fet.”

Camilla gafped for breath, and was
fome time before fhe could afk whence
he drew fuch a conclufion. ‘

" % O, becaufe I fee he’s in for it. I
have a pretty good eye, my dear! He
faid, too, he had fuch a prodigious-----
. friendfhip, I think he called it, for you,
that he was immeafurably happy, and all
that, to be of the leaft fervice to your
“brother. A fine fellow, upon my word !
.a fine generous fpark as ever Ifaw. He .
charged me to call upon him freely when
I had any little embarrafiment, or diffi-
culty, or was hard run, or things of that
fort. -"He’s a fine buck, I tell you, and
knows the world perfedtly, that I promife
you. He’s none of your drivellers, none
of your ignoramufes. He has the true”
notion
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fotion of things. ~He’s juft a right friend
for me.. You could hot have made a
better match ol

. Camilla, in the moft folemn manner,
proteﬁed herfe‘lf diferigaged in thought,
word, and deed; and declared her fixed
intention fo to continue. But he only
Iaughed at her declarations, calling them
maidenly fibs; and, afTurmg her, the youni
baronet was fo much in earneft, fhe migh
as well be fincere as' not. ¢ Befides,”
he added,  ’tis not fair to trifle where
@ man behaves fo handfomely and honour-
ably. Confider the £.200!”

« T fhall quite’lofe my fenfes, Lionélt”
éried the, in an agony ; * I fhall quite lofc;
ny fenfes if you fpeak in this manner !”’

. Lionel fhouted aloud; < Why, my

dear girl, what is £.200 to Sir Sedley
Clarendel? You talk as xf he had twenty
pound a-year for pin-money, like yoy and
Lavinia, that might go with half. a gown
- a-year, if good old Numps did not help
you. Why, he’s as rich as Cro;:fus, chlld,
Befides, he would have been quitc af-

Bg - fronted
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fronted if T had talked of paying him fuch
a trifle, for he offered me any thing {
pleafed. O, he knows the world, I pro-
mife you! He’s .none of your ftarched
prigs. He knows life, my dear ! ! He faid,
he could perfe@tly conceivg how' ‘hayd it
mutft be to a lad of fpirit, like me, to be
always exact. 1don’t know that I.ever
made a more agreeable acquamtancc in
m}' Ilfe & . )

Camﬂla was in an agxta.uon that made
him regard her, for a moment, with a
ferious. furprife ; but his natural levity
foon refumed. its poft, and, laughing at
himfelf for being nearly, he faid, taken in,
by her childith freaks, he protefted he -
would bite no more: ¢ For, after. all
you muft not think fo make a fool of me,
my dear. ' It won’t do. I'm too know--
ing. Do you fappofe, if he had not
already made up his mind to the noofe, -
and was not fure you had made up yours
fo ‘letting it be tied, he would have cared
for poor me, and my fcrapes? No, no;

' whatever he does for me, before you are

married,

HoL ]
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married, you may fet down in your own:
memorandum book : whatever he may
pleafe to do afterwards, Iam content thould.
be charged to poor Pillgarkc.”

He then bid her good-morrow, by the-

‘name of Lady Clarendel ; and faid, he
would go and fee if little Greek and La--
tin were as prepofterous a prude about
young Lynmere.

~ Camilla remained almoft petrified with
amazement at her own fituation; and’
only was deterred from immediately open-
ing her whole heart and affairs to her
father, with the confidence to which his
indulgence entitled him, by the impoffi-:
bility of explaining her full diftrefs Wlthout :
betraying her brother.

B6
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CHAP IL

A camiz."

THE next mormng, Camilla, eager to try
once more her influence with her
brother, accompanied him into the park,
and renewed her rémonftrances, but with
no better fuccefs; and while they were
paffing by a private gate, that opened to
the high road, they faw Sir Sedley Cla-
rendel driving by in his phaeton.
. Lionel, burfting from his fifter, opened
" the gate, called to Sir Sedley to give his
reins to one of his fervants, and brought
him, not unwilling, though much furprifed,
into the park. :

Camilla, in difmay unfpeakable at this
copdudt, and the idea of fuch a meeting,
had run forward inftantly to hide herfelf
in the fummer-houfe, to avoid re-pafling

4 . the
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the gate in her way to the manfién; "but
her fcheme was more precipitate than wife 3
Lionel caught a glimpfe of her gown as
fhe went into the Iittle building, and
thouted aloud: ¢ Look! look-! Sir Sed.
" ley! there’s Camilla making believe to run

away from you!"* -

« Ah, fair fugitive " cried the baronet,

fpringing forward, and entering the fum.
mer-houfe almoft as foon as herfelf, < ﬂ_y
only thus, where you may be purfued P* '

" . Camilla, utterly confounded, knew not -

where to caft her eyes, where to hide her
face ; and her quick-changing colour, and
_fhort-heaved breath, manifefted an excefs
of confufion, that touched, flattered, and
penetrated the baronet fo deeply and fo
fuddenly, as to put him off from all guard
of confequences, and all recolle@tion of
matrimonial diftafte : < Beautiful, refiftlefs
Camilla I he cried; * how vain is it
. to ftruggle againft your witchery! Affure
me but of your clemency, and I will adore
the chams that Ihackle me !

Camilla, -

> |
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- Camilla, wholly overcome, by forrow,
gratitude, repentance, and thame, funk
upon a chair, and thed a torrent of tears
that the even fought not to reftrain. The
fhock of réfufing one, to whofe error in
believing himfelf acceptable fhe had largely
contributed, or the horror of yielding to
him her hand, while her heart was in the
pofleffion of another, made her almoft with,

at this moment, he fhould divine her dif-
trefs, that his own pride might conclude it.

. But far different from what would pro-
duce fuch an effe®t, were the feelings of
pride. now workmg in his . bofom He
unagmed her emotion -had its" fource in.
caufes: the fofteft and moft flattering.
Every perfonal obftacle funk before this
idéa, and with a ferioufnefs in.his manner
he had not yet ufed: ¢ This evemng,,
lovely Camila,” he cried,  let me beg,
for this evening, the audience accorded me
upon that which I loft at- Tunbridge.”

He was then going ; but Camilla, haftily:
rifing,, cried, “ Sir Sedley, I befeech—-->’
when Lionel capering into the little apart--

ment,,
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ment, danced round it in mad ecftafy,
chanting ¢ Lady Clarendel, Lady Claren--
del, my dear Lady Clarendel !"-

. Camilla now was not confufed alone.
Sir  Sedley himfelf could .gladly have
puthed him out of the building; but
neither the looks of furprife and provoca-
tion of the baronet, nor the prayers nor
reprimands of. Camilla,.could tame his wild:
tranfport. He fhook hands, whether he
would® or not, with the one; he bowed

.moft obfequioufly, whether. Ihe would re-

gard him or not, to the other; and ftill
chanting the fame burden, made a’ clamour-
that fhook the little edifice to its founda.
non'

The ftrong tafte for ridicule, that il &
prominent part of the chara&ter of Sir Sed-
ley, was foon conquered by this ludicrous
behaviour, and both his amazement and:
difpleafure ended in a hearty fit of laughter.
But Camilla fuffered too.feverely to. join in
the mirth; fhe bluthed for her brother,
fhe blqihcd for herfelf, the hung her head.

.
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in fpeechlefs fhame, nnd coverecI “her eyes
with her hand. . '

The noify merriment of Lionel prevent-
ing any explanation;, though rendemig it
every moment more neceffary, “Sir Sedley,
repeating his réqueit for the evemng, took
" leave.

Camilla looked upon his departing i

this manner as her fentence to mifery, and
was purfuing him, to decline the vifit; but
Lionel, feizing Her two hands, .fwung her
round the room, in defiance of her even
~ angry expoftulations and fufferings, which
e neither credited nor conceived, and then
fkipt after the baronét himfelf, who was
already out of the park.

She became now nearly franue She
thought herfelf irretrievably in the power
of Sir Sedley, and by means fo forced and
indelicate, that the was fcarcely more af-
flicted at the ‘event, than fhocked (
circumftances ; and though incapable to
really harbour rancour agamft a brot.her

moment
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moment the never fhould forgive, ner will.
ingly fee him more.

In this ftate the was found by Lavinia.
The hiftory was inarticulately told, but
Lavinia“could give only her pity ; the faw
®ot any avenue to an honourable retreat,
and thought, kke Eugenia, fhe could now
only free herfelf by the breach of what
fhould be dearerto her even than happi-
‘@iefs, her probity and honour, -

Utterly inconfolable fhe Temained, 6l
again the heard the voice of Lienel;. l'buélly
finging in the park.

“ Go to him! go to h.lm1 my deareft
~ Lavinia,” fhe cried, ** and, if my peace i
dear to you, prevail with him ta clear up
the miltakes of Sir Sedley, and to prevent
his dreaded, killing vifit this evening .
. Lavinia only anfwered by compliance}
but, after an half hour’s ufelefs conteft
with her riotous brother, returned to her
weeping fifter, not merely fuccefslefs with
regard to her petition, but loaded with freth
ill tidings that fhe knew not how to impart.
Lionel had only laughed at the fepugnance

. of
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of Camilla, which he regarded as fomething

between childithnefs and affeGation, and

begged-Lavinia to be wifer than to heed to

it: ¢ Brother Sedley has defired me, how-

ever,” he added, ¢ not to fpeak of the

matter to Numps nor my father, till he has
had a little ‘more converfation with his

charmer ; and he intends to call to-mght as

if qply upon a vifit.to'ms.> :

"When Camilla. learnt, at length, this
painful end of her embafly, the gave hérfelf
up fo completely to defpair, that Lavinia,
affrighted, ran to the houfe for Eugenia,
whofe extreme. youth was no mlpedlment,
in the minds of her liberal fifters, to their
belief nor reverence of her fuperior wifdom.
Her fpecies of education had early prepof-
fefled them with refpec for her knowledge,
and her unafleted fondnefs for ftudy, bad
fixed their opinion of her extraordinary
under?tandmg. The goodnefs of her
heart; the evennefs of her temper, and her
nataral turn to' contemplation, had efta-
blithed her charater alike for fanctity and
for philsfophy throughout the family.
S - She
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She kifterfedowith the fincereft -comnife-
ration; to the prefent ftateof : the: cafe:
¢ Certainly,” fhe cried, * you cannot,
in honour, now refufe:him ; but.deal with
him fincerely, and he ritay generoufly him-
~felfrelh1q1;iﬁ1hiscléims..,Write to him, my
dear Cdmilla ;* tell him you grieve to affliét,
yet- difdain to deceive hini; affure.him
of your pérfeét efteem and’eternal gratis
tude; but confefs, at once, your heart
refufes to return. his tpndemqfs. - Entreat
“him to forgive whatever He may have mif-
taken, and -nobly to, reftore to you the
liberty, of which your obhgatlons, vnthm\t
his confent, ‘muft rob you'h o T
- To Lavini this-advice’ appedred mfalu-
lxblef, but Ca\rmna, though fhe felt{an ens
tanglement which fettered herfelf, thought
it by, no meaps. {ufficiently. dire or. clear
to anthorife..a . rejeCtion.: of Sir - Sedley §
fince, ! flzangely aa the feemed in his power;
circynitances ;had 'placgd, her- there, and
nothisown feligitation. .| ;.-
Yet to prevent a vifit of which her
kmwlcdge feemed conlent, and which. her
confent

-
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confent ~miuft be; moft-feridwdty fo adho-

rife, fhe:dbemedias didifpenfable tocher
" chara8er;~as’to bersfeassu Shg ‘hefitated,

therefore, : nbt- a. indmient in . preferring
writing to_a meeting ; amd -after Varisus
vonverfations, . and. :various reffays, the Tol-
lowing bilet -was difpatehed : st/ GhDendél
Place; - through- the: means of Molly* :Mﬁlg
mdbyhurfrmnd '1 myHodch g

7
T [} Srde Q'J'J?
N

To er Sedley CTarende?

Isnouhbﬂl returht whétlowe to- S?fl
Sedtey ‘Clarendel by inknig him ' dny ufe!
lefs trouble T cantfpare Him. -Ke fpoke of
= wifit thivhee This uvenirgy, whiea T wa koo
miach burried 16 yepitfent dhat It eoulidhol
bereceved, as my brother's refidence iy at
Etherington, ‘angd wmy father and mytuncle
bave ‘not “the hmnour to be known' ts Sixt
Sedley; - For me; my gratitude walt. ever
be unalterable ; 41} -where¢ accident beca?
fions a meeting, I fhefl be inoft happy to ex-
prefs it  'but [ have nothing-terfay, nothing
to oﬁ'er, that could recompenle oné. mo=

ERPE ment
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ment of §ir. Sedley’ 3 tum.»gvfdz vqluntanly
to fuch a vifit.

] _ CamiLia Tyno:.o..

1ll as this letter fatisfied her,. fhe could

devife nothing better ; but though her

fifters had both thought it. toa rigorous,
fhe would not rifk any thing gentler.

. During the dinner, they all appeared

abfent: and; dejeGted’; but Sir Hugh ats

. . tributed it:ta the non-arrival of Clermont,

in watching for whom his own time way
completely occupied, by examining -two
weather-cocks, and walking from one to
the other, to fee if they agteed, or how
'they changed ; Indiana was wholly engrofi-
ed in confultations with Mifs Margland,

upon the moft becoming'drefs for a bride’s
maid ; and Mr. Tyrold, having obferved
that hzs three girls had fpent the morning
together, concluded Comilla had divulged
to'them’ her unhappy perplexity, and felt
foothed himfelf in - confidering fhe had’
foothers fo aﬁ'eéhonate and faithful.

Early .
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‘Early in the evening. Tommy Hodd ar-
rived, and Molly Mill brought Camilla-the
following anfwer of Sir Sedley.

' . Msf Camilla Tyrold.

" AH! what in this lower fphere can be
unchequered, when even a correfpondence
with the moft lovely of her fex, brings
alarm with'its felicity  Muft I come, then,
to Cleves, fair Infenfible, but as a vifitor
to Mr. Lionel ? - Have you taken a captive
only to fee him in fetters? Allured a vic-
tim merely to behold him bleed? Ah! to-
morrow, at leaft, permit the audience that
to-day is denied, and at your feet, let your
flave receive his doom. -

SEDLEY CLARENDEL.

Camilla turned cold. She fhrunk from

a remonftrance fhe conceived the had me-
rited, and regarded herfelf to be hence-
forth either culpable or unhappy. Un-
acquainted with the feminine indulgence
which the world, by long prefcription,
grants to coquetry, its name was {carcely
known
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known to her; and fhe faw in its own na-

tive egotifm the . ungenerous defire to

pleafe, where fhe herfelf was indifferent,

and anticipated from Sir Sedley reproach,

if not contempt. No fophiftications. of

cuftom had warped the firft inndcence of
her innate fenfe of right; and to trifle with

the feelings of anothetfor any. gratification
of her own, made-fuccefs-bfing a blufk to

her integrity, not exultation to her vanity. .
. The words wiftim and’ bleeding, much

affe@ed the tender Lavinia, while thdfe of
Setters, captive, and infenfible, fatisfied the

heroic Eugenia that Sir Sedley deferved the

hand of her fifter; but neither of them

{poke.

- ¢ You fay nothmg P cried Carmlla,
turning paler and paler, and fitting down
left fhe fhould fall.

They both wept and embraced her, and
Eugenia faid, if, indeed, fhe could not
conquer her averfion, the faw no way to
elude the baronet, but by openly confefling
her repugnance, in the converfation he

demanded.
Camilla
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. Camilla faw not lefs' firongly the necef-
fity of heing both prompt and explicit;
but how receive Sir Sedley at Cleves? and
upon what pretence converfe with him.
privately ? Even Lionel the next day was:
to, return to’ the' amiverfity, though his

“prefence, if he flaid, would, in all proba-
bility, but add to every difficulty.

At length, they decided, that the confer-
ence thould take place at the Grove; and
to prevent ‘the threatened vifit of the next
day, Camilla wrote the following anfwer : -

To Sir Sedley Clarendel.

- I sHouLD be grieved, indeed, to return
my obligations to Sir Sedley Clarendel by
meriting his ferialis reproach; ‘yet I can-
not have the honour of feeing him at
Cleves, fince my brother is immediately
quitting it for Oxford. As foon as I hear
Mrs. Arlbery is again at the Grove, I fhall
wait upon her, and always be moft happy
to affure Sir Sedley of my gratitude, which
will be as lafting as it is fincere.
CamiLra TyroLD,

Though
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Though wretched in this ftrange ftate of
things, fhe knew not how to word her let-
ter more pofitively, fince his own, notwith-
ftanding its inferences, had fo much more
the ftyle of florid gallantry than plain truth.
Molly Mill uridertook that Tommy Hodd
thould carry it early the next morning,.

* * s %

Llonel was fo enraged at the non-ap.
. pearance of the young baronet at night,
that Camilla was compelled to confefs fhe
had promifed to fee him, and to give him
his anfwer at Mrs. Arlbery’s. He was out
of humour, neverthelefs, left Sir Sedley
thould be'affronted by, the delay, and
feared that the beft match in the whole
county would prove’ abortive, from his

" fifter’s foolifh trimmings, and filly igno-

rance of life.

VOL. IV. c
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T HE increafing deprefion of Camilla;

and the melancholy of her fympathif-
ing fifters, though fill attributed to the
adverfe wind by the compafs-watclung
baronet, efcaped not the notice of Mr.
Tyrold; who, alarmed for the peace of *
his daughter, determined to watch for the
firft quiet opportunity of mvefhgatmg her
adtual fituation.”

Lionel, after breakfaft, the next morn-
ing, was obliged to relinquith waiting for
Clermont, and to fet off for Oxford. He
.contnved to wlufper to Carmlla, that he
hoped fhe would be a good girl at laft,
and not play the fool ; but, finding fhe
only fighed, he laughed at her calamitous
ftate, in becoming miftrefs of fifteen thou-
fand per annum, only by the fmall trouble
of running over a fhort ceremony; and,

. aﬁ'unng
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aﬂ'urmg her he would affift her off with
part of the charge, if it were too heavy
for her, bid her inform him in time of
the propitious day.

Camilla, fhortly after, faw from her
avindow, gallopping . full fpeed acrofs the
park to the houle, Major Cerwood. She
fufpe&ed her tormenting brother to have
been again at. work ; nor was the miftaken.

‘He had met with the Major at the hotel -

at Tunbndge, ‘while his fpirits, always

‘violent, were in a ftate of almoft intoxica-
tion of delight, at the firft idea of fuch

an accefion to his powers of amufe-
"ment, as*a.new brother rolling in 1m1nenfe
wealth, ‘which he already confidered as

nearly at his own dilpofal. High wrought,
therefore, for what he deemed goad fport,

‘he-confirmed what he had afferted at' the
ball at Northwick,. of the expetations of
Camilla from Sir Hugh, by relating the

public fa&, of her having been announced,
to the family and neighbourhood, for his
-uncle’s heirefs, at ten years of age; and -
only finking, in his account, the revoc- -
C 2\ . ation
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ation made fo foon after in favour of

Eugenia. To this, he added his advicé,

that no time was to be loft, as mumber.

lefs new fuitors were likely to purﬁxe her

- from Tunbridge. St
The Major, upon ahghung, ‘inquired

for Sir Hugh, deemmg Mr. Fyrold of

little confequence, fince it was not ﬁom
$him Camilla was to mhent he'r ‘fox.‘tun‘e- i~

The baronet, 3s ufual Wi Watchmg
the winds and the clouds ; ; but, conduﬂ-
ing whoever came would bring fonie news
from Clermont, received the Maj6r With
the utmoft cordiality, fayirig: * I fee, fir,
‘you are a ftranger ; by, which I fappofe
you to be juft come from abroad ; where,
I hope, you left all well 2

% T ath juft come, fir,” anfwered theMa-
jor, ¢ from Tunbridge, where 1-had. the
honour, through my acquaintance. with
Mrs. Arlbery, of meeting daily with yoite..
charming niece 3 an honour, fir,. which
muft caufe all the futrre happmefs af
xmfery of my life.””

7 : He
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 He then made a declaration, in form, of
the moft ardent paflion for Camilla ; men.
tioned his family, which was an honour-
able one ; talked of his expe@ations with. .
- confidence, though vaguely ; -and defired
to leave the difpofition of the fettlement
wholly to the baromet ;. who, he hoped,
would not refufe to fee his elder brother,
a gentleman of fortune in Lincolnfhire,
who would have the honour to wait upon
© him, at any time he would be fo good as
to appoint, upon this momentous affais.

Sir Hugh heard this harangue with
confternation. The Major was in the
prime of life, his perfon was good, his
. fpeech was florid, hiz air was affured, dnd.
his reg;mentals were gay. Not a doubt
of hig Iuscefs occurred to the baronet ;.
who faw, j },p,ﬁone blow, the darhng fcheme
of his old age demohfhed in the deprlv-

- ation of Carmlla, '

" The Major impatiently waited for an'
anfwer ;: but Sir Hugh was_teo much dif-.
ordered to frame one ; 5 he walked up and
down the roosh, muttering; in a defpond--

€3 ing
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ing manner, to himfelf, « Lord, ‘help us !
what a fet of poor weak mortals' we are,
we poor men! ! The beft fchemes and-
plans in the world" always comiag to no-'
thing before we can bting them about!
Pl never form another while I live, for the-
feke of this one warning. . Nobody knows,’
next, but what Clermont will be carrying
off Eugenia to fee foreign parts! and
then comes fome other of thefe red-coats’
fo take away-Indiama; and, after deing-
all for the beft fo long, I may be left all
~ alone, wexcept juft for Mrs, Marglarid and
the Doctor ! that I don’t take.much plea-.
fure in, Lord help me! except as aChnIt -

[ 3

um, which T hope is no fin.””. ~ - .= .;

" At length; ehdeavouring to’ cornpofe"
Himfelf, he fat down, and faid, ¢ ‘33 you'
are come; fir, to take away from me my
. .own particular little niece 7 ‘whichi is 2 hard’
thing upon an uncle, intending her o
live with him. However, I don t mean
to find failt; butI can tell’ you- this one:
thing, fir, ‘which I beg you to remember-y’
whxch is, if you don’t- make her happy,

- , - youwd
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her, inftead of Eugenia.””
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you'l} break’my heart!  For fhe's. what:
Llove the beft in the world, little as I’ve,
made it appear, by not leaving her a.
fhilling, For which fake, however, Ican’t,
but refpe& you-the mere for coming after
o b
¢« Sir ¥’ cried the Major, amazed.

- % The -other two chaps,” continued:
he, ¢-that came about us not long ago,’
wanted to make their court to Eugenia-and
Indiana ; " as Wcll as another 'thdt came to
the houfe when I was, 1ll; in the fame coat”
as yourfelf, by what I can gather from the,
defcription 5 but never a one has come to-
Camilla yet, except yourfelf, becaufe my-
brother can fpare ‘her but a trifle, having
another young gifl ‘to provide for, befides,
Lionel ; which is. the moft expenfive of
them all, poor hoy! never having, enpugh,

~ by the reafon Oxford is. fo dear, as, I

fuppofe.” . sl
The Major now wore an air of furpnfer
and uneafinefs that Sir Hugh began to ob-.
ferve,. but attributed to his- unpleafant
reception: of  his propofals. He begged :
G4 his
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his pardon, therefore, and again affared”

im of his refpet for a choice fo little

rercenary, ‘which" he'looked upon as a -

mark of a good heart:'

*The Major, ‘copipletely ftaggered, and -

. fufpeting the informatien of Lionel to be"

ill grounded, if not purpofely deluding,

entreated his permiflion. to wait .upen him
.again ; and offered for. the prefent to take

leave.. .

- Sir Hugh, in a melamhol‘y voice,- ﬁud
ke would firflk fummon his niece! as he-
could not anfwer it to his confcience pre«
veming the meeting,"unlefs fhe ga&e ‘hix'n'

' Hé 'then rang the bell “and told Iacob
- to calt Camilla,

Major Cerwood was excefﬁvely diftrefl-
ed. . To retreat feemed impoffible ; yet to
conneét himfelf without fortune, when he
thought he was addrefling a rich heirefs, -
was'a turn of fate he fcarcely krew. how
either to fupportor to parry. All that, in
this hafte, he .could refolve, was, to let
the, matter pafs for the moment, and then .

- infift
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infift upon fatisfaltion. from Lionel, either
in clearing up the miftake, or taking upon
himfelf its blame.

‘When Camilla appeased, the difturb.
ance of Sir Hugh -ftilt augmented ; and
he could hardly articulate, .¢¢ My dear,
in the cafe” you are willing to leave your
family, here’s a gentleman come to make
his addrefles to -you; which I think it.
right you fhould know, though how I fhalk
ftruggle through it, if I lofe you, is more
than my poor weak head can tell; for
what fhall }.do without my dear little girl,
~ that I thought to mmake the beft comfort
of my old age? which, however, ‘I beg.

you not to think' of, in cafe this young
‘Captain’s more agreeable.*
¢« Ah! my dear uncle!” cried fhe,
-4 your Camilla can never return half the
comfort the receives from you! keep me
with you fll, and ever’ I am’'much
obliged to Major Cerwood. ‘I beg him to.
accept my fincereft thanks ;+ but to- par-.
don me, when I affure hxm, they are allLk
have to offer hzm ? -
5 : Repulfe.w !
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Repulfe was not new: to “the Mijor}
-who, in various country. towns; had fought
to retrieve his affairs by fome prudent
conneétion ; his pride, however, had never
o little fuffered as on the prefent occafion,
for his apprehenfion of error or impofition
had- removed, from him all thought of
even the poflibility of a refufal; which,
now, therefore, unexpettedly and joyfully
obviated his embarrafiment, and enabled
him to quit the field by an honourable
xetreat. He bowed profoundly, called
himfelf, -without knowing what he faid,
‘the moft unhappy of men; and, without
nﬂnng cone folicitation, or a moment for
- Tepentance, haftily toek leave, thh inten-

tion, nnmedxately, to demand an epran-
atwn of Lionel.” o

But he had not efcaped a mile from
the houfe, ere he gave up that defign,
from antxc:patmg‘the riditule that might -
follow it. To require fatisfaCtion for a
young lady’s want -of fortune,. however
reafonable, would always be derided as
ludicrous.’ He refolved, therefore, quietly
iz to

CRT
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to-put up with the rejeétion; and to-ga~.

ther his next documents concerning the
portion of a fair damfel, from authority
better to be relied upon than that of a

_ . brother.

Sir' Hugh,, “for -fome time, difcovered

~not that he had retired. Enchanted by

fo unexpe@ted a difmiffion, his favourite
fcheme of life feemed accorded to him,
and he prefled Camilla to his bofom, in 3
tranfpost of joy. ¢ We fhall live to-
gether, now, I hope,”” he cried,  withy
out any of .thefe young chaps coming in
again to part us. Not that I would objec
to ‘your marrying, my dear girl, if it wag
with a relation, like Eugenia, or, with a
nelghbour, like Indiana, if it had not been.
for its going off ; but to fee you taken
away from me by a ntere ftranger, coming:
from diftant parts, and knowing nothing
of any of us, is a thing that makes my
heart ache but to. think of ; fo I hope it
will happen no more ; for thefe trials do
no good to my recovery.”

c6 . - Turning
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* Turning round, then, with a view to’
fay fomething confolatory to the Major,
he was ferioufly concerned to find him
departed. < I can’t fay,” he cried, « I
had any intention to fend him off fo fhort,
his meamng not being bad, confidering
him in the light of a perfon in love ; which
is a time when' a man has not much
thought,- except for himfelf; by what I
€an- gather.”

* He then propofed a walk -to watch if
Clermont were coming. ‘The wind, he
acknowledged, was indeed contrary; but,
he-did not doubt, upon fuch a particular
vccafion, his good lad would not md
fuch d1fﬁcult1es.

B
-

“
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Sm HucH called upon his other‘ nieces
to join him; purpofing to ftroll to the
. end of a lane which led to the London
road.
. Carmlla accompamed the party in the
moft mournful filence. The affummg
Jetter fhe had received ; the interview fhe
thould have to fuftain ; and her apparent
dependance upon Sir Sed.ley, finking her -
into complete defpondence. -

" When they came to the high ‘road, Sir
Hugh made a ftop, and bld every body
look fharp.

A horfeman was feen advancmg fult
gallop. By his figure he appeared to
be young; by his pace, in uncommon
fpeed. :
¢ That’ him,” eried Sir Hugh, ferik-
-mg his ftick upon the ground, and finiling

moft
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moft complacently; ¢ I faid he would-

not mind the wind, my dear Eugenia!

what’s the wind, or. the waves either, to

a lover ? which is a thing; However, that

I won’t talk about ;- fo -den’t be athamed,

my dear girl, nobody knowmg what we
meai.’’ - '

Eugenia looked down, ' deeply colour-
g, and much regretting the lamenefs
that prevented her running back, to avoid
fo’ public: and dilcouritenancing a nieeting,
* “Fhie hotfernan now came up to them,
and was preparing to turn down the lane ;
when, all at once, they pereeived him to
be ‘Edgar Mandlebert.

He had left Tunbndge in a manner not
more abrupt - than -conifortlefs. His dif-
appointment in the failure of Camilla at
the rooms had been as bitter, as his ex=

pe&ations from the promifed conference

had. been animated. When Lionel apt

peared, he inquired if his fifter were ab. -

fent from illnefs.-—-No; fhe was. only
writing ‘a letter.  To take’ this moment
for fuch a purpofe, be the letter what it
. might,
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might, feemed fhorting with his curiofity
and warm intereft in her affairs : -and he
went back, -mertified and dejected, to hjs
lodgings ; where,:juft'arrived by the ftage;
he féund a letter from Dr. Marchmont,
acquainting him with his return -to"his
reftory. - In this fufpenfive ftate of mind,
go caft himfelf upon his fagacious friend
feemed a. relief the moft defirable: but,
while confidering- whether - firft to claim
from Camilla her promifed communication,
the voice of Lionel iffuing fram the room

“of Major Cerwood, ftruck his ears. He

darted forth, and accompanied the youth
to his horfe, ‘who was fetting out upon
fome expedition, in -the dark; and then,
received information, under the pretence

~ of great fecrecy, that Major Cerwood wag

going immediately to afk leave of abfence,
and_proceed ftraight to Hampthire, with
his final propofals of marriage with Ca-
milla. He now concluded this. was the
fubje& ypon which fhe had meant to con-
fult with him; but delicacy, pride, and
hope all combated his interference. He
" determined

a
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determined even to avoid her,:till the an- |
fwer fhould be given. - I muft owe her
hand,” cried” he, “ to het heart, not to.
a:conteft. fuch as this : and, ifr impartally
and unbiafléd; the Major is refufed, no
farther cruel:doubt, no torturing: hefita.
tion, fhall keep meranother. minute "from
her feet!” With: the dawn, therefore,
he fet out for Hampthire; but, fixed to
avoid Cleves, till ‘he :eonld learn that' the
Major’s vifit wete over, he deveted his
mornings to- ¥ides, -and his’ evenings to
Dr. Marchmont, till now, a mile or two
from the Park,” he had met the Major
Rimfelf, and concluded the acceptance
ér the rejection dedided. ~ They merely
touched. their- hats as they pafled each .
other ; ‘and he inftantly took the route
wlneh ‘the Major was quitting.

- In the excefs of his tribulation, he
was galloppinig paft: the whole group,
- without difcerning ofe of its  figures 3
when Sir Hugh called’ out, < Why it’s
young Mr, Edgar! So now we’ve walked
all this way for nothing!“and Clermont

may
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may. be ftill: ar Jericha, or: at Rame, for
any. thing we know to. the contrary |”

- Edgar - flopt - fhort.. He - fele himfelf
ﬂnver at fight of Camilla, but difmeunt-

ed, gave his horfe. to hig gxéom,;and Jomed
the party. '

. Eugenia recoverm.g, 'nmi/ ibarlefdy loak-»
ed up; but Camilla, fruck. and affected,.
thook in every kimb, .and mforccd te
bold by Lavinia. =~ =

Edgar called upon his utmoft prefence
of mind ta carry him through what he
conceived to be a final trial. He {poke
to Sir Hugh, and compelled himfelf to
fpeak feparitely to every ane elfe; but,:
when he addrefled Camiilla, to whom he
faid fomething not very diftiactly, about
Tunbridge, fhe curtfied to him flightly,
and turned away,-without .making any,

" anfwer. "Her mind, taking -fuddenly a

quick retrofpeétion -of, all thet had pafled,
between them, prefented him:te her view:
as uncertain and delpfive j and, cafting-
upon him, internally, the whole odium of
her prefent diftrefs, and her felings were:
; fo
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fo indignant, that, in her preferit defperate:
ftate, fhe deemed it beneath her to dif-,
guife ‘them, exthcr from hx;nfelf or the
world o

! Edgar, to whofe troubled unagmatlon
every thing painted his rival, concluded:
‘the Major had been heard with favour
and his own:adverfe counfel was now re=
eolleGted. with refentment.

Sir Hugh, far more fatigued by his dxf-
appomntment than .by his walk; faid he
Muld’go mo: further, "as- he found it im
vain to. expeft Clérmont; and 'acdepted.
the arm of Edgar to aid his ftick in- help..
mg himbdmes " .. . i .

¢ 'Camilla, « " Jeanmg upon:- Lama,
mounted_a little bank, which.fhe knew:
Sir Hugh-could not afcend, that the might’
- walk on where Edgar could not join her ;:
involuntarily “ejaculating, ¢ Lavinia! if
you would :avoid deceit -and  treachery,
Iook at a man:as at a piture, whieh tells:
- you only the pmefent moment! Rely upon:
nothing of time to come! They are not.
hke us, Lavinia, . They think themfelves.

- free,
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free, if they have made no verbal’ profefs
fion; though ‘they may" have pledged:
themfelves by looks, by-ations, by atten~
tions, and by manners, a thoufa.nd and a
thoufand times ™ ;. -

- Edgar obferved her avo;dance thh tlw
keeneft apprehenfion ; and, conneQing it
with her failure at the rooms, imagined
the Major had ‘now influenced her to an;
atter averfion of him: ~ (. :

- 8if Hugh meanwlnle, ‘though who!lyl
unheard, -related, in a low voied,-to Ed<:
gar, the’ hﬂtory of ‘hi¢ ptepat‘a.uons for:
Clermont ; begging -him, ‘however, tor
teke no notice of them to Eugenia ::and,:
then, adding, - ¢ . Very likely, Mr. Edgar,:
you are juft comeé!from Tunbridge? .and,’
if fo, you may have met with! that young
Gaptain that has been with us this morn.:
ing ; wha, I underftand to be'a Major.2”, :

' Edgar was : thrown ! intd the:; utmoft’
trepidation §>the ! artlefs opennefs of Sir,
Hugh gave him .every reafon to fuppofe:
Ke fhould iinmrediately gather. full intelti-.
gence, and all his peace and ali his hopesx:

wight
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night  Hang upon’ amother. word. He
cauld only bow to the queftion; but be-
fore Sir Hugh could go on, a butcher’s
boy, who. was. riding by, from a wanton
love of mifchief, gave a fignal to. his at«
tending bull-dog, to-attack the old fpamel
tliat accompanied- Sir Hugh.

.. Suftained .by his mafter many a ycar,
thc pround ald favaurite, thbugh unequal
to the combat, difdained to fly ; and the
fierce bull-deg would, prefently have de-
miolithed him, had not Edgar, .recovering
ajl his vigour frem his- earneft . defire to.
refcue an arimal fo dear to SrHugh
armed - himfelf with the bayonet’s. fick,
and thruft it dexterouflly acrofa the jews
of his intended: antagosifb:.o - L6 ¢
. 1 Nothingy however, couldwithftand the

, fangs of the bull-dog; they foon fevered
it, and, again, he made at.the fpaniel ;.
but Edgar tuthed betwten,; them, with no
other weapans thait the braken &agmantae
of the flick : and; while the'baronet angt
. Engenia fcreamed out' ta -old: Rover to

return to thein; and Lavinfa, with more
¥ readinefs

<3
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readinefs of commbn Yetle, éxerted the
fulleft powers of which her gentle voice
was capable, to conjure the wicked boy
to call -off his dog, Camilla, who wag the
laft:to look roundat this. fcene,. -only
turned -about .as the incenfed and difap-
pointed bull-dog,. miffing his obje&, aimed
at Edgar himfelf. Roufed at ance from
her fallen caln ‘to.the moft agonifing fen-
fibility, -every thing apd every body, her-
felf moft of all, wese forgotten -in the
fight. of his.danger ;- and, with a piercing
fhriek, fhe. darted down the bank, and
arrived at the tremendous fpot, at the
fame inftant that the more ufeful exhort-
ations. of Lavinid, had induced the boy to .
withdraw the fierce animal ; who, with
all his might, and all his fury, obeyed
the weak whiftle of a little urchin he had
been bred to love and refpe&, for b:rmg-
ing him his daily food.

Camilla percewed not if the danger

“were impending; or over ; gafping, pale,

and agitated, the caught Mandlebert by
the arm, and ‘in broken accents, half
pronounced, .
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pronounced, ¢ O Edgar!--....are ‘you
hurt 7 R :
" The revulfion that had’ operated in_hef
mind - took’ now its amiple ‘turn-in that
of Manidlebert ; hé could: Hardly ‘truft his
fenfes, - hardly believe he éxifted ; yet hé
felt the preﬁ'ure of her’ "hand "wpon’ hié
arm, and faw in her countenance terror
the moft undifguifed, and tendernefs that
went ftraight to his foul. ¢ Is it Cal™~
mila,” he cried, ¢ who thus fpeaks-to
me ?----Is not-my fafety or my deftruction
alike indifferent to Camilla

“ Ono! Ono!” cried fhe, fcarceé
'confcxous the anfwered at all; tll called
to tecolle@ion by his own changed looks ;

‘changed from incredulity and amazement -

to amménon that lightened' up every fea-
ture, to eyes that fhot fire. Abathed,
aftonithed, athamed, . the precipitately
drew away her hand, and fought qmetly
to- fetire.

But Edgar was no lénger mafter of
‘himfelf; he conceived he was on a pin-
nacle, whence he could only, and without
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any gtadatxon, tirn to: “happinels or
defpair. ~He' followed her, tremblirig and
uncertain, his joy fading into alarm at her
retreat, hig hope transforming into ap-
prehenfion at her refumed coldnefs of de-
‘meanor., “ Do you repent,” "he cried,
-that you have thewn me a little hu.
manity ?----will the Major-—the happy Ma-

. jor!—--be oﬁ'ended you do lefs than ‘deteft

me piid

« The M.ajor"’ repeated ﬁxe, loolung

‘back, furprifed, ¢ can you think the Ma- A

jor-has any influence with me?”*

« Ah, Heaven!” he cried, ¢ what do A

you fay !”’----

Enchanted, aﬂ"nghted bewﬁder‘ed, yet
filent; the-hutried ofi ; "Edgar could not
forget himfelf more than a moment ; he
forbore, ‘theréfore, to follow, and, though
with a felf-denial next to torture, re-
turned to Sir Hugh, to whom -his arm
was doubly neceffary, from.-the fcene he
had juft witnefled, and the lofs of his fick,

The butcher’s boy and his’ bull-dog
were decamped- and the baronet and

: " Eugenia
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-Eugenia were rivalling each other in fond-
ling the refcued fpaniel;, and in pouring
thanks and praife unlimited upon Edgar.

_ - They then walked back as before ; and, .,

as. foon as they re.entered the manfion,
the fennle party went up ftairs,.and Sir
-‘Hugh, warmly. fhaking Edgar by the
~hand, faid: ¢ My dear Mr. Edgar, this
is one of the happieft days of my lifé,
except juft that of my nephew’s coming
. over, which it is but fight to put before
it. But here, firft, my dear Camilla’s
refufed that young Captain, who would
have carried her the Lord knows where,
immediately, as I make no ‘doubt; and
. pext; I’ve faved the life of my poor-old
Revc,r, by-the mteans of your good-na-'
tre”” o
. ¢ Refufed ?* ‘tried Edgar ;% my dear
Sir Hugh !=—did you fay refufed P
1 * Sir Hugh innocently gratified him with
the repetition of. the word, but begged
ifm not to mention it, * For fear,” he
faid, < it fhould hurt the young man
when he falls in love fomewhere elfes
which
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which I heartily hope he will do foon,
poor gentleman ! for the fake: of its not
fretting him.” . :

« Mifs Camilla, then, has rc‘fu!ed.
him ?* -‘again repeated - Edgar, with a
countenance that, to any man but the
baronet,” muft have betrayed his" whole
foul.

“ Yes, poor gentleman! this very -
morning ; for which I am thankful |

-enough : for what do we know of thofe
young officers, who may all be fent to the
Eaft Indies, or Jamaica, every day of their

lives? Not but what I have the proper
pity for him, which, Ihope, Is all that

can be ‘expetted.”™
‘Edgar, walked about the room, in a
perturbation of hope, fear, and joy, that

difabled him from all further appearance -

of attention. He withed to relate this

tranfaGtion to Dr. Marchmont, yet dreaded -
any retarding advice; he languifthed ‘to”

make Camilla herfelf the fole miftrefs of

. bis deftiny : the inteyeft the had fhewn-
for his fafety feemed: to admit but one’-

VOL. 1V, D . inter-
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interpretation ; and, finally, -he’ refolved
to ftay at Cleves till he could meet wnth
her alone.

- Camilla had not uttered a word after
the adventure of the bull:-dog. * The
fmalleft idea that fhe could excite the leaft
emotion, in Edgar, brought a fecret rap-
ture to her heart, that, at any former
period, would alone have fufficed to render
her happy:. but, at this inftant of en--

tanglement with another, fhe revolted .

from the indulgence of fuch pleafure ; and
inftead of dwelling, as fhe would have
done before, on the look, the accent, the
manner, that were fulceptible, by any-.
conftruttion, of partiality, the checked,
every idea that did not reprefent Edgar
as unftable and inconfiftent ; and fought,
with all her power, to regard him as Mrs.
Arlbery had painted him, and to believe
him, except in a few cafual moments of
caprice, infenfible and hard of heart..

* Yet this entanglement, in which, fcarce
knowing how, fhe now feemed to be en-
twingd with. Sir Sedley, grew more and

’ : more -
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more terrific; and whenm fhe confidered
that her fifters themfelves thought her
independence gene, and her honour en-
gaged, fhe was feized with fo much
wonderment, how it had all been brought
.about, that her underftanding feemed
to play her falfe, and fhe believed the
wbole adream.

.
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An Oak Tree..

W HEN the fifters were fummoned dowf’
ftairs to dinner, planted at the door;’
ready to receive them at their entrance,
fiood Edgar. Lavinia and Eugenia ad-
drefled him as ufual; but Camilla could
" not fpeak, could not return his falutation, -
could not look at him. She fat haftily
down in her accuftomed place by her
uncle, and even the prefence of her father
fcarcely reftrained her tears, as the con-
trafted the hopelefs uncertainties of Edgar,
with the perilous purfuit of Sir Sedley.
Edgar, for the firft time, faw her avoid-
ance without fufpetting that it flowed frem
repugnance. The intereft the had fhewn
for his fafety was ftill bounding in his
breaft, and as, from time to time, he ftole
aglance at her, and obferved her emotion,

his heart whifpered hlm the fofteft hopes, -
. tha.t
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that foon the moft perfet confidence
would make every feeling reciprocal.

But thefe hopes were not long without
alloy ; he foon difcerned fomething that
far exceeded what could give him pleafure
in ‘her perturbation; he read ia it not
merely hurry and alarm, but fuffering and
diftrefs. _
+ He now ventured to look at her no
more ; his confidence gave place to pity 5
~ -he faw fhe was unhappy, and breathed no

prefeat with but to- relieve and confoic
her. '

- When the deflert was ferved, fhe was
preparing to retire; but fhe caught the
eye of herfather, and faw fhe fhould not
long be alone ; the re-feated herfelf, there
fore, in haIte, to poﬁpone, at leaft, his
fcmtmy ‘

* Every bodv, at length arofe, and Sir
Hugh propofed that ‘they fhould all walk
ff'the patk, during his nap, but keep clofe
to the pales, that they might liften for all
paifengers, in mfe of Clermont’s coming.”

D3 To
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To this, alfo, Camilla c6uld make no
objection, and they fet out. . She took an
“arm of each fifter, and indulged the heavi-
nefs of her heart in not uttering a word.

They had not gone far, when a fervant
ran aftgr Mr. Tyrold with a pacquet, juft
arrived, by a private hand, from Lifbon.
‘He returned to read it in his own room ;
Lavinia and Eugenia accompanied him to
hear its contents, and Camilla, for the firft
time, feemed the leaft affeCtionate of his
daughters; fhe durft not encounter him
but in the mixt company of all the houfe ;°
fhe told Lavinia to make hafte back with
the news, and took the arm of Indiana.

The compulfion of uninterefting dif-
courfe foon became intoleragble; and ne
longer chained to the party by the.awe of
her father, fhe prefently left Indiana to Mifs
Margland, and perceiving that Edgar was -
converfing with Dr. Orkborne, faid the
would wait for her fifters; and, turning a
litle afide, fat down upon a bench under
a large oak.

‘Here



) CAMILLA, - 11

Here her painful ftruggle and unwilling
forbearance ended; fhe gave free vent to
her tears,. and thought herfelf the moft
wretched of human beings; fhe found .
her heart, her aching heart, more than
ever devoted to Mandlebert, filled with his
image, revering his virtues, honouring

- even his coldnefs, from a perfuafion the de-

ferved not his affeftion, and fighing folely
for the privilege to confign herfelf to his re-

-membrance for life, though unknown to

himfelf, and. unfufpeCted by the world, -
The very idea of Sir Sedley was horror to
her ; ‘the felt guilty to have involved her-
felf in akr intercourfe fo fertile of danger;
fhe thought over, with fevereft repent-
ance, her fhort, but unjuftifiable deviation
from that tranfparent opennefs, and unde-
figning plainnefs of conduét, which her
difpofition as much as her education ought

~ to have rendered unchangeable. To that,

alone; was owing all her atual difficulty,
for to that alone was owing her own opi-
nion of any claim upon her juftice. - How
dearly, fhe cried, do I now pay for theun-

, - D4 thinking
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thinking plan with which I rifked the péace
of another, for the re-eftablifhment of my
own! She languithed to throw herfelf into
the arms of her father, to unbofom to hir
all her errors and diftrefles, and owe. their
extrication to his wifdom and kindnefs.
‘She was fure he would be unmoved by
the glare of a brilliant eftablifament, and
that far from defiring her to facrifice her
feelings to wealth and fhew, he would
 himfelf plead againft the alliance when he
knew -the ftate of her mind, and recom-
mend to her, fo circumftanced, the fingle
life,in-the true fpirit of chriftian philofophy
and moderation : but all was fo clofely in=
terwoven in the affairs and ill condué of
~ her ‘brother, that the believed herfelf en~
gaged in honour to guard the fatal fecret,
though hazarding by its concealment i - -
propriety and mifery.

Thefe afli®ing ruminations were at
* length interrupted by the found of feet; -
fhe took her handkerchief from her eyes,
‘expedting to fee her fifters; fhe was mif-
'taken, and beheld Mandlebert :
She

A
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She Batted- and rbfe ;- -fhe : fkrode to
chace the . tears. from her éyes :without:
".wiping them, and afked what hc had done
with Dr. ‘Orkborne ? - .

oY ou are in gnef 1. ¢ried he irl a toné
of -Fynipathy'; * # fomie ev:l ‘has befallen
youﬂ—---let me afk---- o

7« No; Tam only wa.ltmg for my fifters, .
‘They have ]uﬂ: recelved lettcrs from,
n ”
. “ You ‘have ‘been weeplpg you are
weepmg fiow ! w}ly do you 'turn away
Trom ime? "I will riot obtrufively demand
your confidence----yet, could I give you the
moft diftant idea what a Weight it might re-
move from my mind;, s-—--you would fifid it .
difficult to deny yourﬁelf the pleafure of ‘

doing {6 much good!”” ..

‘The tears of Camxlla now ﬁreamed
afreth, Words fo kind from Edgar, the
cold the hatd-hcarted ,Ec;g;r, furprifed and
pverfet Rer; -yet The. endeavoured to hid ¢
Her face, and made 2 effoit, fo pals himeg

D 5 {3 IS
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¢« I3 niot this a little unkind ?** cried he,
-gravely; however, I have no.claim to
oppofe you.”

% Unkind ! fhe repeated, and mvolun-

tarily turning to, him,:fhewed a .counte- -

nance fo difconfolate, that he loft his-felfs
control, and taking her relutant bmnd,
faid: « O Camilla! torture me . no
longer !”

" Almoft transfixed with aﬁomfhment, {he
looked at him for a moment in a fpeechlefs
wonder ; but the interval of doubt was
fhort ; the charatter of Edgar, for unahe-
nable fteadinefs, unalterable honour, was
fixed in her mind, like ¢ truths from holy
writ,” and the knew, with certainty iricon~
trovertible, that his fate was at her difpofal,
from’ ‘the inftant he acknowledged openly
her power over his feelings.

Every oppofite fenfation, that with vio«
Jence the moft ungovernable could en-
‘counter but to combat, now met ‘in het
bofom, elevating Her to rapture, harrowing
‘ler with terror, menacmg even -her un-
e . derftanding.

"
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derﬂandmg The moft exquifite wifh of
her heart feemed accorded at a period fo;
nearly too late for its acceptance, that her
faculties, bewildered, confufed, deranged .
loft the capacity of clearly conceiving lf ‘
fill the were a free agent or not.

He faw her excefs of diforder vnth
‘ alarm ; he fought to draw her again to her’
feat ; but fhe put her hand upon her fore-:
head, and leant it againft the bark of the
tree. _ ) ’

¢ You will not fpeak to me*’ cried he;
“ you will not truft me! fhall I call you
cruel ? No! for you are not aware of the.
pain you inflict, the anguith you make me
fuffer ! the generofity of your pature would
elfe, unbidden, impulfively interfere.’

¢ You fuffer! you!”’ cried fhe, again
diftrefsfully, almoft increduloufly, looking
at him, while her hands were uplifted with
amazement: I thought you above any
fuffering ! fuperior to all calamity !----al-
moft to all feeling !----
.« Ah, Camilla| what thus eftranges you
from candor ? from juftice? what is it can

. Db ~ prompt
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prompt you to goad thus a heart which
almoft from its firft beating---"’ ”
He ftopt, defirous to check himfelf;
while penetrated by his foftnefs, and
athimed of what, in the bitternefs of her

fpirit, fhe had pronounced, fhe again-

melted into tears, and funk down upon the

bench ; yet holding out to him one hand;:

while with the other fhe covered her face :
¢« Forgive me,” fhe cried, I intreate-ss
for I fcarce know what I fay.”

. Such a fpeech, and fo accompanied,
might have demolifhed the ftoicifm of an
older philofopher than Edgar ; he fervently
kiffed her proferred hand, exclaiming:
« Forgive you! can Camilla ufe fuch a
word? has fhe the flighteft care for my
opinion ? the moft remote concern for me,
or for my happmefs > .

- e Farewell' farewell I’ cried fhe, haf-
tily drawmg away her hand, ¢ go now, I
befeech you !

% What 2 moment to expeé‘t me to de-
part! ‘O Camilla! my foul fickens of this
fufpence‘ End 1t, generous Camilla! be-

8 loved

[
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loved as lovely! my heart is all your-own?
ufe it gently, and accept it nobly "

Every other.emotion, now, in the van-
quifhed Camilla, every retrofpetive fear,
every altual- regret, yielded to the con-
quering charm of grateful tendernefs ; and
reftoring thé hand fhe had withdrawn:
¢« O Edgar,” fhe cried, ¢ how little can
I meritfuch a gift! yet I prize it----far, far
beyond all words !”’ :

The agitation of Edgar was, at firft, too
mighty and too delicious for fpeech; but
his eyes, now caft up to heaven, now fixed .
upon her own, fpoke the moft ardent, yet
pureft felicity ; while her hand, now held
to his heart, now prefled to his lips, ftrove
vainly to recover its liberty. ¢ Bleft mo.
ment!” he at length uttered,  that
finithes for ever fuch mifery of uncer-
tainty ! that gives my life to happinefs----
my exiftence to Camilla ”’

Again fpeech feemed too poor for him,
Perfe@t fatisfaltion is feldom loquacious ; ;
its charalter is rather tender than gay;
and where happinefs fucceeds abruptly to

long
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long folicitude and forrow, its enjoyment is
fearful ; .it foftens rather than exhilarates.
Sudden joy is fportive, but fudden happl-
nefs is awful.

- The paufe, however, that on his fide
was ecftatic thankfulnefs, foon became
smixt, en that of Camilla, with confufion-
and remorfe: Sir Sedley returned to her
memory, and with him every refleGion,
and every apprehenfion, that moft cruelly.
could fully each trembling, though nearly
gratified hope.

The cloud that fo foon dimmed the
tranfient radiance of her countenarce, was
inftantly perceived by Edgar; but as he’
was beginning the meoft anxious inquiries,
the two fifters approached, and Camilla,
whofe hand he then relinquithed, rufhed
forward, and throwing her arms around
.their necks, wept upon their bofoms.

¢ Sweet fifters!” cried Edgar, em-
bracing them all three in one; < long
may ye thus endearingly entwine each
) other, in the, facred links of affeftionate
aﬁimty!
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affinity ! Where fhall 1 find our common
father ?-——-where is Mr. Tyrold "’

The amazed fifters could with dlﬁic‘ulty
anfwer that he was with their urcle, to

whom he was commumcatmg news . from
their. mother. .

. Edgar looked tenderly at Camﬂla, but;
perceiving her emotion, forbore to fpeak
to her, though he could. not deny him-
felf the pleafure of fnatching one kifs
- of the hand. which hung down upon the
fhoulder of Eugenia; he.then whifpered
to both the fifters: “ You will not, I
truft, be my enemies ?”’ and hurried to
the houfe. -
.« What can this mean ? » cried Eugema
and Lavinia in a breath.
-+ ¢ It means,” fiid Camilla, ¢ that I am
the moft diftrefled--—~yet the happieft of
human beings ad
' This Jittle fpeech, began with the deep-
eft figh, but finithed with the moft reful-
gent fmile, only added to their wonder.
"« I hope you have been confulting with
Edgas,” faid the innocent Eugenia ; ¢ no-
o B § body
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body -can more-ably advife youy fincé, i
generofity tp Isionel, you are prohibited
fromcounfelling with my father.”

Againt' the moft expreflive finiles played
in every featute through the tears ¢f Ca<
milla, as the turned, with mvotuntary‘ archs
nefs, to "Eugenia, "arid anfwered: * And
thall I follow his counfel, wy dear ﬁﬁer, if
he gives me any?” . " L o

«“ Why not? he is wife, prudent, and
much attached to us-all:.- How he.can-
have fuppofed- it poflible we. could be hik
enemies, is pait all-divination¥” (1.

Gaiety was fo truly the native growth of
the mind of Camilla, that neither care ndr
aflition could chace it lorig fromits home. _
"The fpeeches of the unfufpicions Eugenia;
that-a. moment before would have paft un-
heeded, now regaled her renovated fancy

_with a thoufand amufing images, which fo
vigaroully flruggled againft her fadnefs
and her. terrors, that they were foon near]
driven from the field by their fportive a}r
failants ; and, by the time fhé redched h&
chamber, whxthcr, Ioﬁ in ama,ze, her fifters

féﬂo\re'&
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followed her, the Turprife the had in ftore
for them, the pleafure with which fhe knew
they would fympathife in her happinefs,
and the fecurity of Edgar’s decided regard,
had liberated her mind from the fhackles
of reminifcence, and reftored her vxvacny
to its original fpirit. -+

Faftening, then, her door, fhe turned to
them with a countenance of the brighteft
animation ; alternately and almoft wildly
embraced them, and related the explicit
declaration of Edgar ; now hiding in their
-boforns the bluthes of her modeft joy, now ‘h‘:i
-offering up to Heaven' the thankfgmng of
her artefs rapture, now diffolving in the '
{oft tears of the tendereft fenfibility, ac-
cording ‘to the quick changing impulfes of
her natural and lively, yet feeling and fuf-
-ceptible chara&er.” Nor once did fhe look
-at the reverfe of this darling portrait of
chofen felicity, till Eugenia, with a gentle -
figh, uttered : < Unhappy Sir Sedley Cl4-
rendel! how ma} this ﬁroke be foftened to
hlm Ll .

13 Ah
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¢ Ah Eugenia ?”’ fhe cried ;  that alone
{is my impediment to the moft perfe&t, the
moft unmixt content! why have you made
. me think of him "’ ’

- “My dear Camilla,”" faid Eugenia,
with a look of curious earneftnefs, and
taking both her hands, while fhe feemed
examining her face, you are then, it
feems, in love? and with Edgar Mandle-
bert 2 '

Camilla, blufhing, . yet laughing, broke
awdy from her, denying the charge.

A confultation fucceeded upon the me-
"thod of proceeding with the young baro-
net. . Tommy Hedd was not yet returned
with the anfwer ; it was five miles to Cla-
‘rendel Place, which made going and re-
turmng his day’s work. She refolved to
wait but this one reply, and then to ac~
knowledge to Edgar the whole of her fitu-
ation. The delicacy of Lavinia, and the
high honour of Eugénia, concutred in the
propriety of this confeflion; and they all
faw the urgent acceflity of an immediate
explanation
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explanation with Sir Sedley, whofe difap--
pointment might every hour receive added
weight from delay. Painful, therefore,
confufing and diftafteful, as was the tafk,
Camilla detetmined upon the avowal, and
as completely to be guided by Edgar in
this difficult conjunéture, as if his advice
', were already fantioned by conjugal autho-
rity. .
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-~ C HAP VL
A Call of the Houfe.

: '\’EDGA& teturned te the parlour with a
' countenance fo much- brightened, a
joy fo open, a confidence fo manly,- and

- an air fo ftrongly announcing fome in-

terefting intelligence, that his hiffory re-

quired no prelude. "¢ Edgar,” faid Mr.

Tyrold,~¢ you have a look to difarm care

of its corrofion. You could not take a

better time to wear fo cheering an afpe ;

I have juft learnt that my wife can fix no

fort of date for her return; I muft bor-‘

row, therefore, fome refleted happinefs ;
and none, after my children, can bring
its funfhine fo home to my bofom as

yourfelf.” I
¢« What a fortunate moment ha¥e you

chofen,” cried Edgar, affe@tionately taking

him by the hand, “ to exprefs this ge-
nerous pleafure in feeing me happy ! will
- you

-

. N N
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you repent, will you retra®, when you
hear in what it may involve you ?---e
. Deareft- fir! my honoured, my parental
friend!} -to--what a teft'fhall I'put your
" Kinduefs - Will you give me in charge
. dne.of 4ke dearefb ties of your exiftence ?
- will you repofe in my care fo large a por-
' tion of your peace ? will you truft to me
: ynur Candilla ?’-.

““With all the ardour of her charaler,
all the ‘keen ‘and. quick feelings ‘of her
fenfitive mind, fcarce had Camilla berfelf
been more ftruck, miore penetrated with
fudden joy, fudden wonder, fudden grati:
fication of every Rmd than Mr. Tyrold
felt ‘at this ‘-mement.” He more than res
turned. the;preffure with which Edgar held

hand, and inftantly anfwered, ¢ Yes;
my excellent young'frxend without hefita-
tion, without- a fhadew of apprchenﬁon
. for her happinefs ! though fhe is all the

|
'

fondeft , father - can with j-----and- though -

he only who gave her to mé is dearer !’
" Felicity. and tendernefs were now the

' fole gueﬂ’s in the brealt of Edgar. -He
 kiffed

! ’
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kifled with reverence the -hand of Mr;
Tyrold, called him by the honoured and
endearing title of father; acknowledged
that, from: the earlieft period of obferv.

ation, Camilla had feemed to.him themoft

amiable of human.creatures 3/, fpoke with
the warm devotion he -fingerely felt for
her of Mrs. Tyrold; and was breathing
forth his very foul in tender: raptuze upon
his_happy profpeits, when fomething be-
tween a ﬁgh' and .a; groan from -the . ba-

ronet, made him haftily turn round, -

:'tpologife for not fooner; ggl‘defﬁng‘gi;pi
and refpe@tfully' folicit his copfent, . . 1,
-+ Sir Hygh was in.an agitgtion .of.de-
light angd furprife almoft too potent for his
ftrength. | ¢ The Lord be gaedi unto

me,” ‘he cried ; * have I lived tqifee fuch.

a day as this "> Then, throwing his arms
abaut ~.I!’.dg‘au',’s‘ neck, « while his_ efyes were
fatt filling with; tears, which foon rax

- i

plentifully (down 'his cheeks. .Good -

young, Mz.-Edgar,!”. he cried 5+ ¢ good

young man! and do yoy really love my
poor Camilla, for all her.nos being worth
R . apenny?
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apenny? And will my dear little darling,
come to fo good an end at laft, after being |
difinherited for doing nothing ? And will

you never vex her, nor fpeak an unkind-
word to her ? Indeed, young Mr. Edgar,:
you are a noble boy! you are indeed ;-
- and I love you to the bottom of my old

heart for this true good naturednefs !>

" Then, again and again embracing him,:
« This is all: of a piece,” he continued,i
¢ with your faving. my poor old Rover,:
which is a thing T fhall -never forget to
my longeft day, being a remarkable figni
of a good heart; the poor dog having:
done nothing to "offend, -as we can alf
teftify. - So that it’s a futprifing thing.
what that maftiff owed hml fuch a grudge

for” . N

- Then qmttmg him abruptly to embmce
Mr, Tyrold, ¢ My dear brother,” he.
cried, “ I hope your judgment approves.
this thing, as well as my fiter’s, when
{be comes to hear it, which I fhall fend.off
exprefs, before ] fleep another wink, for.
fear of accidents.”

- « Approve,”



72 CAMILLA,

- & Apptave,” anfwered Mr. Tyrold,
with a look of the moft expreflive kind-
nefs at Edgar, < is too cold-a word ; I
rejoice, even thankfully rejoice, to place-
my dear child in fuch wOrﬁhy and, be- -
loved hands.”

¢« Well, then,” cried the enchanted
baronet, ¢ if that’s the cafe, that we are-
all of one mind, we had better fettle the
bufinefs at once, all of us being fubject
to die by delay.” ‘

He then rang the bell, and ordered"
Jacob. to fummon Camilla to . the par-
lour, adding, ¢ And all the reft too,.
Jacob, for I have fomething to tell them
every one, which, I make no doubt, they-
_will be very glad to hear, yourfelf in-

cluded, as well as your fellow-fervants, °

who have no right to be left out; only
let my niece. come firft, being her own

mr » R
: Camilla obeyed not the call without
many fecret fenfations of diftrefs and diffi-
culty, but which, mingled with the more
obvxous ones of - modeﬁy and embarrafi-
ment,
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ment, all paffed for a flutter of fpirits that
appeared natural to the ‘occafion.

. Mr. Tyrold could only filently embrace

her: knowing what fhe had fuffered, and
judging thence the excefs of her prefent
fatisfaltion, he would not add to her con-
fufion by any information of his corifciouf-
nefs; but the foftnefs- with which he
held her to his bofom fpoke, beyond all
words, his heartfelt’ fympathy in her hap.

. pinefs.

Camilla had no power to draw herfelf
from his arms; but Edgar hovered round
her, and Sir Hugh repeatedly and im-
patiently demanded to have his turn,
Mr. Tyrold, gently difengaging himfelf
from her embraces, gave one of her hands
to Edgar, who, with grateful joy, prefled
it to his lips. ¢ My children!” he.then
faid, laying a hiand upon the fhoulder of
each, ¢ what a fight is this to me'! " how
precious a union ! what will it be to your
excellent mother! So long and fo de-
cidedly it has been our. favourite earthly
with, that, were the but reftored to me----

VOL. IV, - E .t
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to her country and to her family-—-I mxght,
perhaps, require fome new evil to prevent
my forgetting where--~and what I am !”

“ My dear brother, I fay! my dear.
- niece ! My dear Mr. young Edgar "’ cried
Sir Hugh, in -the hxgheﬂ: good humour,

" though with nearly exhaufted patience,

"¢ won’t you let me put in a word ? nor fo
‘much as give you my blefling ? though I
can hardly hold life and foul together for
the fake of my joy !”’ .

* Camilla caft herfelf into his arms, he
kiffed her moft fondly, faying:  Don’t
forget your poor old uncle, my dear little
girl, for the account of this young Mr.
. Edgar, becaufe, good as he.is, he has
taken to ‘you but a fhort time in com-
parifon with me.’

. ¢ No,” faid Edgar, ftill tenacxouﬂy re-

taining the hand parentally beftowed upon

him; * no,.dear Sir Hugh, I with not

to rob you of your. darling. . I with- but
-to be admitted myfelf into this dear and
refpe@ted family, and to have Ethering--
ton, Cleves, and Beech Park, con-
‘ ﬁderedl
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fidered as our altermate and oommon
- habitations.” -

“ You are the very beft young man
in the whole wide ‘world I’ <cried Sir
* Hugh, almoft fobbing with ecftafy; « for
you have hit-upon juft the very thing I-
. ‘was thinking of in- my own private mind !

What a mercy it is our not accepting that
~young Captain, who would have run away

with her to I don’t know where, inftead of
being married to the very neareft eftate in
* the county, that will always be hvmg ‘with.
us! 199

The reft of the family-now, obedxent‘
. to the direttion of Jacob, who had inti-
mated that fomething extraordinary was
going forward, entered the room.

¢ Come in, come in,” cried Sir Hﬁ'gh,
« and hear the good news; for we have
juft been upon the very point of - lofing
the beft opportunity that ever we had in
our lives of all living together ; which,
I hope, we thall now do, without any more
!trangers coming upon us with their com-
pany, being-a thing we don’t defire.”

, E2  But
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¢ But what’s the good news, uncle
faid Indiana ; < is it only about our living
together ?’

“ Why, yes, my dear, that’s the firft
principal, and the other is, that young
‘Mr. Edgar’s going to marry Camilla;
which I hope you won’t take ill, liking
being all fancy.”

¢« Me?” cried fhe, with a difdainful
tofs of the head, though feverely mor-
tified ; ¢ it’s nothing to me, I’'m fure!”

Camilla athamed, and Edgar embarrafl-
ed, ftrove now mutually to thew Sir Hugh
they withed no more might be faid: but
he only embraced them again, and de--
clarad he had never been fo full of joy
before in his whole life, and would not be
eut fhort.

Mifs Margland, extrem.ely piqued,
vented her fpleen in oblique farcafms,and -
fought t6 heal her offended pride by ap- -
peals for juftice to her fagacity and fore-
fight in the whole bufinefs.

Jacob, now, opening the door, faid
all the fervants were come.

Camilla
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-Camilla tried to efcape ; but Sir Hugh
‘would not permit her, and the houfe-
keeper and butler led the way, followed
~ by every other domeftic of the houfe. ,

“ Well, my friends,” he cried, « with
.her joy, which I am fure you will do of
your own accord, for fhe’s going to be
miftrefs of Beech-Park ; which I thought
would have been the cafe with my other
niece, till I found out my miltake ; which
is of no confequence now, all having ended.
for the beft; though unknown to us poor-
mortals.’

The fervants obeyed with alacrity, and
offered their hearty congratulations to the
bluthing Camilla and happy Edgar, Molly
Mill excepted ; who, having concluded Sir
Sedley Clarendel the man, doubted her
own fenfes, and, inftead of open felicita-
tions, whifpered Camilla, ¢ Dear Mifs,
Pve got another letter for you! 1It’s here
in my bofom.”

Camilla, frightened, faid: ¢ Hufh! -
huth!” while Edgar, imagining the girl,

- whofe fimplicity and talkativenefs were fa-

E3 - , miliar -
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miliar to him; had faid fomething- ridicu-
lous, intreated to be indulged with . hear-
ing her remark : ‘but feeing Camilla look
grave, forbore to prefs his requeft.
.The baronet now began an harangue
“upon the happinefs that would accrue from
thefe double unions, for which he affured
them they fhould Have double remem-
brances, though the fame preparations’
would do for both, as he meant they
fhould take place at the fame time, pro-
vided Mr. Edgar would have the oblig-
ingnefs to wait for a fair wind, which he-
was expelting every hour.
" Camilla could now ftay no longer ; nor
" could Edgar, théugh'adoring the hearty
joy of Sir Hugh, refufe to aid her in ab-
{conding. '

He begged her permiffion to follow, as
foon as it might be poffible, which the
tacitly accorded. She was impatient her
felf for the important conference the was
planning, and felt, with increafing foliciq
tude, that all her life’s happinefs hung upon
her power to extncate herfelf honourably

: from
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from the terrible embarraﬁ'ment in whxch
fhe was involved.

She fauntered about the hall till’ the
fervants came out, anxious to receive the
letter which, Molly Mill had announced.
They all fought to furround her with freth
good withes ; but fhe fingled out Molly,
and begged the reft to leave her for the
prefent. The letter, however, svas not
unpinned from the infide of Molly’s neck
handkerchief, before Edgar, eager and
gay, joined her. .. .

Trembling then, fhe intreated her to
make hafte. :

< La, Mifs,” .anfwered the glrl « if
you hurry me fo, I fhall tear it as fure
as can be; and what will you fay then,
les ?” )

c« Well---then----another time W111 do
----take it to my room.’ :

¢ No, no, Mifs; the gentleman told
Tommy Hodd he wanted an anfwer as,
quick as can be; he faid, if Tommy’d
come a-horfeback, he’d pay for the horfe,,

E4 - to
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to make him quicker; and Tommy fays _

he always behaves very handfome.”

" She then gave her the fqueezed billet.
Camilla, in great confufion, put it into her

pocket. Edgar,. who even unavoidably .

heard what paffed, held back till Molly

retired ; and then, with an air of undif- .

guifed furprife and curiofity, though in a
laughing tone, faid, ¢ Muft not the letter
be read till I make my bow

¢ O yes,”--—cried fhe, ftammering, ¢ it
may be read---at.any time.”” And fhe

put her hand in her pocket to re-produce’

it. But the idea of making known the

ftrange and unexpe&ed hiftory fthe had to

relate, by thewing fo ftrange a correfpond-
ence, without one leading and foftening
previous circumftance, required a force
and confidence of which fhe was not
miftrefs. She twifted it, therefore, haftily
round, to hide the hand-writing of the
dire&tion, and, then, with the fame care,
rolled it-up, and encircled it with her
fingers. -

% Shall
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< Shall I be jealous * faid he, gently,
though difappointed.

¢ You have much reafon!” fhe an.
fwered, with a fmile fo foft, it difperfed
every fear, yet with an attention fo care-
ful to conceal the addrefs, that it kept
alive every wonder. He took her other
hand, and, kiffing it, cried : * No, fweet-
eft Camilla, fuch unworthy diftruft fhall
make 1o part of our compac. Yet I own
myfelf a little interefted to know what -
gentleman has obtained a privilege I fhould
myfelf prize above almoft any other.. I
will leave you, however, to read the letter,

"and, perhaps, before you anfwer it----but
no--I will alk nothing; I fhall lofe all

pleafure in your confidence, if it is not
fpontaneous. I will go and find your
fifters.”> - ' ‘ :

The firft impulfe of Camilla was, to.
commit to him 1mmed1ately the unopened
letter : but the fear of its contents, its
ftile, its requifitions, made Her terror over-
power her generofity’; and, though the

C ES looked
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looked after him with regret, the ftood ﬁrll
to break the feal of her letter.

Mifs Camilla Tyrold,

Is it thus, O far too fair tormenter!
thou delighteft to torture? Doft thou give
wings but to clip them? raife expeétation
but to bid it linger ? fan bright the flame
of hopé, but to fee it confume in its own
athes? Another delay fo-esAh! tell me
‘how I may exift till it terminates! Name
"to me, O fair tyrant! fome period,----or

build not upon longer forbearance, but

expeét me at your feet. = You talk of the

Grove ! its fair owner is juft returned, and.
_calls herfelf impatient to fee you. To«
: mbrrow', then,:---you will not, I truft, kill
me agmn to-morrow?{ With the fun, the
renovatmg fun, I will vifit thofe precinéts,
nor quit them till warned away by the pale
light of Diana: tell me, then, to what
century of that period your mgemous

cruelty ‘condemns me to this expiring
: ftate,
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ftate, ere a vivifying fmile recalls me back

to life?
SEDLEY CLARENDEL.

The immediate prefence of Edgar him-
felf could not have made this letter die the
cheeks of Carhilla of a deeper red. She
faw that Sir Sedley thought her only co-
quetifhly trifling, and fhe looked forward
" * with nearly equal horror to clearing upa .
‘miftake that might embitter his future life, .
and to acknowledging to Edgar--—the
{crupulous, the fcrutinifing, the delicate
Edgar—that fuch a mlﬁal\e could have
been formed.

She was ruminating upon this formld-
able, this terrible tafk, when Edgar again
appeared, accompanied by her fifters. She
hurried the letter into her pocket. Edgar
faw the ation with a concern that dampt
his {pirits ; he wifhed to ‘obtain from her
immediately the unlimited truft, . which
im'mediately, and for ever, he meant to
repofe in her. They all ftrolled to«
- gether for a fhort time in the park ; but
fhe was anxious to retreat to her room,

E6 and
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and her fifters were dying with impatience
to read Sir Sedley’s letter. Edgar, dif-
turbed to fee how little any of their coun-
tenances accorded with the happy feelings
he had fo recently experienced, propofed
‘mot to lengthen the walk, but flattered
_himfelf, upon re-entering the houfe, Ca-"
milla would afford him a few minutes of
explanation. But fhe only, with a faint
fmile, faid fhe fhould foon return to the
' parlour ; and he faw Molly Mill eagerly |
waiting for her upon the ftairs, and heard
her, in reply to fome queftion concermng
"Tommy Hodd, defire the girl to be qmet
till fhe got to her room.

Edgar could ‘form no idea of what all
this meant, yet, that fome fecret difturb-
ance preyed upon Camilla, that fome
gentleman wrote to her, -and expected
_impatiently an anfwer ; and that the cor-
refpondence paffed neither through her
. friends, nor by the poft, but by the
medium of Molly Mill, were circum-
ftances not lefs unaccountable than un- -

plkafant.

Camilla,
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Camilla, meanwhile, produced the letter
to her fifters, befeeching their ableft coun-
fel. ¢ See but,” fhe cried, ¢ how dread-
fully unprepared is Sir Sedley for the
event of the day! And oh !----how yet

- more unprepared muft be Edgar for feeing

that fuch a letter could ever be addreffed
tome! How fhall I fhew it him, my dear
fifters 7 how help his believing I muft have
given every poffible encouragement, ere

Sir Sedley could have written to me in fo
affured a ftyle

Much deliberation enfued; but they
were all {o perplexed, that they were fum.
moned to tea before they had come to any
refolution.

The counfel of Eugenia, then, prevail
ed ; and it was fettled, that Camilla thould
avoid for the prefent, any communication
to Edgar, left it fhould lead to mifchief -
between him and the young baronet, who
could not but be mutually difpleafed with
cach other ; and that the next morning,
before fhe faw Edgar again, the thould fet

.out for the Grove, and there caft herfelf

wholly
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wholly upon .the generofity of Sir Sedley ;
and, when freed from all engagement,
return, and relate, without referve, the
whole hiftory to Edgar ; who would fo foon
be brother of her brother, that he would
pardon the faults of Lionel, and who
would then be in no danger himfelf from
perfonal conteft or difcufion with Sir
Sédley She wrote, thercfore, one line,
to fay the would fee Mrs. Arlbery early
the next day, and “delivered it to Molly
Mill ; who promifed to borrow a horfe of
the under-groom, that Tommy Hodd
might be back- hefore bed-time, without
‘any obligation to Sir Sedley. -

She, then, went down ftairs ; when Ed«
gar, difappointed by her long abfence, -

‘fought vainly to recompenfe it by con-
verfing with her. She was gentle, but

feated herfelf aloof, and avoided his eyes.
His defire to unravel fo much myftery
he thought now fo legitimated by his
peculiar fituation, that he was frequently
upon the ppint of foliciting for information:
but, to know himf¢lf privileged, upon
further

—-—
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further reflexion, was fufficient to infure
his forbearance. Even when that knot
_was tied which would give to him all
power, he fincerely meant ‘to owe all her
truft to willing communication. Should
he now, then, make her deem him exa&-
ing, and tenacious of prerogative ? no’ it
might fhackle the freedom of her mind in
their future intercourfe. He would quietly,
therefore, wait her own time, and fubmit
to her own inclination. She could not
doubt his impatience ; he would not com-,
pel her generofity.
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CHAP VI
Thé Triumph éf Pride.

Tnn three fikers were retired, at night,
to another council in the room of
Camilla, when Molly Mill, with a look of
difmay, burft in upon them, bringing, with
the anfwer of Sir Sedley, news that Tom-
my Hodd, by an accident he could not
help, had rode the horfe the had borrowed
for him of the under-groom to death..

The difmay, now, fpread equally to
them all. 'What a tale would this misfor-
tune unfold to Sir Hugh, to Edgar, to the
whole houfe! The debt of Lionel, the
eorrefpondence with Sir Sedley, the ex-
peCtations of the young baronet----Ca~
milla could not fupport it; fhe fent for
Jacob to own to him the atfair, and beg;
his affiftance. .

Jacob, though getting into bed, obeyed:
the call. He was, however, fo much ir-

ritated
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ritated at the lofs of the horfe, and the
" boldnefs of the under-groom, in-lending
him without leave, that, at firft, he would
liten to mo intreaties, and protefted that
both the boy and Molly Mill fhould be
complained of to his mafter. - The ‘elo--
quence, however, of his three young mif-
trefles, for fo all the nieces of Sir Hugh
were called by the fervants at Cleves, foon
foftened his ire; he almoft adored his .
mafter, and was affeCtionately attached to
the young family. They begged him,
therefore, to buy another horfe, as like it
as poffible, and to contrive not to employ
it when Sir Hugh was-in fight, tiil they
were able to clear up thie "hiftory to their
" uncle themfelves : this would not bg diffi-
cult, as the baronet .rarely vifited his
ftables fince his fall, from the melancholy
with which he was ﬁlled by the fight of
his horfes.

There was to be a fair for cattle in the:
neighbourhood the next day, and Jacob
promifed to ride over to fee what bargaln
he could ma.ke for them.

- They
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They then mqmred about what money
would be neceffary for the purchafe.

The coft, he faxd of poor Tom Jones
was 40l

Camilla held up her hands, almoﬁ
fcreaming. Eugenia, with more prefence
of mind, faid they would fee him again in
the morning before he went, and then told
Molly Mill to wait for her in her own
room.. B S :

+ 4 What can Inow do >’ cried Camilla

1 would not add’ the hiftory of . this

dreadful expence to the fad tale I haveals

réady to relate to Edgar for the univerfe!
To begin my career by fuch a itring of hu- :
rmhations would : be infupportable. Al-
ready I owe five guineas to Mrs. Arlbery,
which the tumult 6f my mind fince my ré-
turn has prevented me from naming to my
uncle; and T have left debts at Tunbridge
 that will probably take up all my next’
quarter’s allowance !’

.% As far as thefe three gum&s will go,””
faid Lavinia, taking out her purfe, * here,
my deareﬁ Camilla, they are j----but how

little
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little that is! I never before thought my-
pittance too fmall! yet how well we all
know my dear father cannot augment it.””

Eugenia, who, in hafte, had ftept to her
own room, now came back, and putting
twenty guineas into the-hand of Camilla,,
faid : ¢ This, my beloved fifter, is all  now
have by me ; but Jacob is rich and good,
and will 'rejoiCe to pay the reft for us at
prefent ; and I fhall very foon reimburfe
him, for my uncle has infifted upon making
me a very confiderable prefent, which I
thall, now, no longer refufe.”” -

Camilla burft into tears, and, hangmg.
about their necks s ¢ O my fifters,” fhe"
cried, ¢ what- goodnefs is yours! but how.
can 1 avail myfelf of " it with any jufticed
Your three guineas, my Lavinia, your little
all-—how can I bear to take -

% Do not teach me to repine, my dear .

Camilla, that I have-no more! I am fure
of being' remembered- by my uacle on the
approaching occafions, and I can never,
therefore, better fpare my little ftore.””

& Yon
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“ You are all kindnefs! and you, my
dear Eugenia, though ‘you have more,
have claims upon that more, and are both -
expefted and ufed to anfwer them-:-.”’

% Yes, I have indeed more!” inter-
rupted Eugenia, * which only fifters good™ ~
as mine could pardon; but becaufe my
uncle has made me his heirefs, has he made
me a brute? No! whatever I have, muft
be amongit us all in common, not only
now, but----"*  She ftopt, affrighted at the
idea the was prefenting to herfelf, and fer-
vently clafping her hands, exclaimed: « Q
long----long may it be ere I can thew my
fifters all I feel forthem ! they will believe:
it; I am fure-—-and that is far happier !’ -

The idea this raifed ftruck them all, at
the fame moment; to the heart. Not one
of them had dry eyes, and with a fadnefs
everpowering every other confideration,
they fighed as heavily, and with looks as
difconfolate, as if the uncle fo dear to them
were already no more. _

The influence of parts, the predomi-
nance of knowledge, the honour of learn-

mnge
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ing, the captivation of talents, and even the

- charm of fame itfelf, all thrink in their ef-

fe€ts before the fuperior force of goodnefs,
even where moft fimple and uncultivated,
for power over the focial affeions.

» » *® *

At an early hour, the next mormng,
the commiffion,. with the twenty guineas
in hand, and the promife of the reftina
fhort time, were given to Jacob; and Ca- .
milla, then, begged permiffion of -her fa-
‘ther, and the carriage of her uncle, to vifit
Mrs. Arlbery, who, fhe had heard, was
juft returned to the Grove. :

Concluding the withed to be the mef-
fenger of her own affairs to that lady, they
made no oppofition, and fhe fet off before
eight o’clock, without entering'the "par-

lour, where Edgar, the was informed, was
already arrived for breakfaft. '

The little journey was terrible to her;
fcenes of difappointment and defpair on
the part of Sir Sedley, were anticipated by

her
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her alarmed imagination, and fhe .re.
proached herfelf for every word fhe had
ever fpoken, every look fhe had ever given,
_ that could have raifed any prefumption of |
her regard.

The laft note was written in the {tyle of
all the others, and not one ever exprefled
the fmalleft doubt of fuccefs ; how dread-
ful then to break fo him fuch news, at the
very moment he might imagine fhe came
to meet him with partial pleafure! !

Mrs. Arlbery was ‘not yet rifen.. "Ca-
milla inquired, ftammering, if any compa-
ny were at the houfe. None, “was the an-
fiver. She then begged leave to walk in:
the garden’till Mrs. Arlbery came ‘down

-~ ftairs.

She was fiot forry to mifs her; fhe
dreaded her yet more than Sir Sedley him-
felf, and hoped to fee him alone.

Neverthelefs, fhe remained a full hour

. in waiting, ruminating upon the wonder

her difappearance would give to Edgar,

and nearly perfuaded fome chance h

anticipated her account to Sir' Sedley.
12 . ‘whofe
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" whofe rage and gnef ‘were t0o violent to
fuffer him to keep his appomtmenr. '

Thxs idea férved but to add to her per-
turbation, when, a laft, the faw him enter
the garden. | '

All prefence of pund then forfook her 3
the looked aroung to- fee if fhe could efcape,

. but hls approach was too quick for avoid-
. ance. Her eyes, unable to encounter his,

were bent upon the ground, and fhe ftood
ftill, and even trembling, -till he reached
her.

. To the prepoﬁ'eﬁ'ed notions and.-vain

.chara&er of Sir Sedley, thefe were fymp-

toms by no means dlfcouragmg ; with a
confidence almoft amounting to arrogance
he advanced, pitying her diftrefs, yet pity-
mg him{elf ftill more for the fnare in which
it was involving him. He ‘permitted his
eyes for a moment to faften upon her, to

.admire her, and to enjoy triumphantly her
'confuﬁon in ﬁlepce « Ah, beauteous ty-

Tant ! 1*" he then cried;  if this inftant
were lefs mapprecnable, in what language
could
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. could I upbraid thy unexampled “abufe of
power? thy lacerating barbarity 2’

.. He then, almoft by force, .took her
hand the ftruggled eagerly to recover it,
but ¢ No,” he cried, ¢ fair torturer! it
~ is now my prifonér, and muft be punithed
“for its inhuman fins, in the congealing and
unmerciful lines it has portrayed for me.”
And then, regardlefs of her refiftance,
which he attributed to mere bafhfulnefs, he
obftinately and inceflantly devoured it
-with kifles, in-defiance of oppofition, fup-
_ plication, or anger, till, fuddenly and pier-
“cingly, fhe ftartled him with a- -fcream, and
fnatched it away with a force irrefiftible.
Amazed, he ftared at her. Her face
was almolt convulfed with emotion; but

" her eyes, which appeared to be ﬁxed di-

‘reed him to the caufe. At the bottom of
the walk, which was only a few yards
diftant, ftood Mandlebert.

- Pale and motionlefs, he looked as if
bereft of ftrength’ and faculnes. Carhilla

.-" had feen him the moment fhe ra.lfed her

14 © eyes,
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eyes, and her horror was uncontrollable.
Sir Sedley, aftonithed at what he beheld,
aftonithed what to think, drew back, with
a fupercilious kind of bow. Edgar, re~
called by what he thought infolence to his
recolletion, advanced a few fteps, and ad-
dreffing himfelf fo Camilla, faid: I had
the commands of Sir Hugh to purfue you,
Mifs Tyrold, to give you immediate no-
tice that Mr. Lynmere is arrived.” He
added no more, deigned not a look at Sir
- Sedley, but rapidly retreated, remounted
his horfe, and gallopped off.

Camilla looked after him till he was out
of fight, with uplifted hands and eyes, de-. -
ploring his departure, his miftake, and his
- refentment, without courage to :attempt.
ftopping him.

Sir Sedley ftood fufpended, how to adt,
what to judge. If Edgar’s was the dif-
plealure of a difcarded lover, why fhould,
it fo affe&t Camilla? if of a fuccefsful one,
why came fhe to meet him ?” why had fhe.
received and anfwered his notes?

VoL, 1v, F ~ Finding
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Fmding- the attempted neither to fpeak _
nor move, he again approached her, and
faying, ¢ Fair Incomprehenfible !-m-
would again have taken her hand; but
roufing to a fenfe of her fituation, the drew
back, and with fome dignity, but more
agitation, cried : ¢ Sir Sedley, I blufh if I
am culpable of any part of your miftake ;
but fuffer me now to be explicit, and let
me be fully, finally, and not too late un-

“derftood. You muft write to me no more;
I cannot anfwer nor read your letters.
You muft fpeak to me no more, except in
public fociety ; you muft go further, Sir
Sedley----you muft think of me no more.”

¢ Horrible !’ cried he, ftarting back;
“ you diftrefs me paft meafure!”’

¢« No, no, you will foon—-——eaﬁly—--.rea.
dily forget me.” :
. ¢ Inhuman! you make me unhappy
paft thought !’

“ Indeed [am mexpreﬂibly concemed 3
but the whole affair--—

¢“ You
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. % You fhock, you annihilate me, you
injure me in the tendereft point !

Camilla now, amazed, cried, * what is
it you mean, fir?”’

« By invefting me, fair barbarian, with
the temetity of formmg any claim that can
call for repuife!”

Utterly confounded by fo unexpected a
difclaiming of all defign, fhe again, though

“from far different fenfations, caft up her
eyes and hands. And is it, fhe thought,
for a trifler fuch as this, fo unmeaning, fo
unfeeling, I have rifked my whole of hope
"and happinefs ?

She faid, however, no more; for what
more could be faid ? -She coloured, paft
him, and haftily quitting the garden, told
the footman to apologife to Mrs. Arlbery
for her fudden departure, by informing
her that a near relation was juft arrived.
from abread ; and then got into the car-
riage and drove back to Cleves.

Sir Sedley followed carelefsly, yet with-
out aiming 4t overtaking her, and intreated,

F2 negligently,
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negligently, to be heard, yet faid nothing
which required the fmalleft anfwer.

* Piqued completely, and mortified to the
quick, by the convi&tion which now broke
in upon him of the fuperior afcendance of
Mandlebert, he could not brook to have
been thought in earneft when he faw he.
fhouMld not have been accepted, nor pardon
his own vanity the affront it had brought
upon his pride. He fung aloud an opera
arr till the carriage of Sir Hugh was out of
fight, and then drove his phaeton to Cla-
rendel-place, where he inftantly ordered
his poft-chaife, and in lefs than an hour,
fet off on a tour to the Hebrides.
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CHAP., VI
A Summons to Happinefs.

AMILLA had but juft fet out from
Cleves, when Sir Hugh, confulting
his weather-cocks, which a new chain of
ideas had made him forget to examine, faw
that the wind was fair for the voyage of
his nephew; and heard, upon inquiry,
that the favourable change had taken
place the preceding day, though the general
confufion of the houfe had prevented it
from being heeded by any of the family.

" With wgernefs the moft exceffive, he
went to the room of Eugenia, and bid her
put on a fmart hat to walk out with him,
as there was no knowmg how foon a cer-

tain perfon might arrive. s

Eugenia, colounng, faid fhe Would Ia-
ther ftay within.

¥ 3 o« Well,"’:
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“ WeH,” cried he, “ you’ll be neater,
to be fure, for not blowing about in the
wind; fo I'll go take t’other girls.”

Eugenia, left alone, became exceedingly

fluttered. She could not bear to remain in’

the houfe under the notion of fo degrading

a confideration 3s owing any advantage to

outward appearance; and fearing her
uncle, in his extreme opennefs, fhould give
that reafon for her not walking, fhe deter-
mined to take a ftroll by herfelf in the park.

. She bent her fteps towards a fmall wood

at fome diftance from the houfe, where fhe
meant to reft herfelf and read ; for fhe had
-learnt of Dr.. Orkborne never te be un«
provided with a book : - But fhe had not
yet reached her place of intended repofe,
when the found of feet made her turn
round, and, to her utter confternation, the
faw a young man, whofe boots, whip, and
forexgn air, announced inftantly to be
Clermont Lynmere.

She doubted not but he was fent in pur»
fuit of her; and though youthful timidity
prompted her to thun him, fhe retained fuf-

ficient

|
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ficient command over herfelf to check it,
and to ftop till he came up to her; while
he, neither quickening nor flackening his
pace as he approached, paffed her with fo
little attention, that fhe was prefently
convinced he had fcarce-even perceived
her.

Difconcerted by a meeting fo ftrange
and fo ill timed, fhe involuntarily ftood
ftill, without any other power than that of
looking after him. :

In a few minutes Molly Mill, rurininig
up to her, cried: ¢ Dear Mifs, have not
you feen young Mr. Lynmere? He come
by t’other way juft as mafter, and Mifs
Margland, and- Mifs Lynmere, and Mifs,
Tyrold, was gone to meet him by the
great gate; and fo he faid he’d come and
lIook who he could find himfelf.”’

Eugenia had merely voice to order her
~ back. The notion of having a figure fo
infignificant as to be pafled, without even
exciting a doubt whom fhe might be, was -
cruelly mortifying. She knew not -how
to return to the houfe, and relate fuch
F4 an
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‘anincident. She fat down under a free to

recolle&t herfelf. : -

Prefently, however, fhe faw the ftranger
turn quick about, and before the could
rife, {lightly touching his -hat, without
looking at her: ¢ Pray, ma’am,” he .
faid, ¢ do you belong to that houfe?”’
pointing to the manfion of Sir Hugh.

Faintly fhe anfwered, ¢ Yes, fir;*’ and
he then added : “ Iam juft arrived, and
in fearch of Sir Hugh and the young la-

* dies; one of them, they told me, was this
-way ; but I can trace nobody. Have yb‘ix
feen any of them [

More and more confounded ﬂze could

‘make no reply. Inattentive to her embar-
raffment, and ftill looking every way-

around, he repeated his queftion. She
then pointed towards the great gate, ftam-
mering fhe believed they went that way,
“ Thank you;” he anfwered, with a nod

‘and then hurried off.

She now thought no more of movmg
nor of rifing ; the felt a kind of ftupar, in
. _ which,

N\




CAMILLA: 10§

‘which, fixed, and without refleion; fhe
remained, till, ftartled by the found of her
uncle’s voice, fhe got up, made what hafte
‘The was able to the houfe by a private path,
and afcended to her own room bya back
ﬁan'-cafe.

. “That an interview to which fhe had fo
~ long looked forward, for which, with un-
wearied affiduity, the had fo many years
laboured to prepare herfelf, and which
was the declared precurfor of the moft im-
portant zra of her life, thould pafs over fo
abruptly, and be eircumftanced fo auk-
wardly, equally dlfpmted and confufed
her. -

" In a few minutes, Motly MiII entermg,
faid: ¢ They’re all come back, and Sir

Hugh’s fit'to eat the young fquire up ; and,

no wonder, for he’s a fweet proper gentle<

man, as ever I fee. = Come, mifs, I hope

you’ll put on fomething elfe, for that hat
makes you look worfe than any thing. F
would not have the young fquire fee you
fuch a figure for never fo much.”

FS, -+, "'The
. :

|
J
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.The artleflnefs of unadorned truth, how<
ever fure in theory of extorting admiration,
rarely, in pra&tice, fails infliting pain or
mortificaion. The fimple honefty of
Molly redoubled the chagrin of her young
 miftrefs, who, fending her away, went an.
xioufly to the looking-ghfs, whence, in a
few moments, fhe perceived her uncle,
from the window, laughing, and making
fignificant. figns to fome ome out of -her
fight. Extzemely athamed to be.fo fur-
prifed, fhe retreated to the other end of
the room, though not till the had heard
Sir Hugh fay: ¢ Ay, ay, fhe’s getting
ready for you; I told you why fhe would
not-walk out with us, fo don’t let’s hurry
" her, though I can’t but commend your
- bemg a little impatient, which I dare fay fo
is fhe, only young girls can’t fo well talk ’
about it.”

Eugenia now ‘found ‘that Clermont had
no fufpicion he had. feen her. Sir Hugh
concluded fhe had net left her room, and
atked no queflions that eould- lead to.the
difcovery.

8 Prefently
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Prefently the baronet came up ftairs
himfelf, and tapping at her door, faid:
¢ Come, my dear, don’t be too curious,
the breakfaft having been fpoilt this hour
already ; befides your coufin’s having no-
thing on himfelf but his riding drefs.”

Happy. fhe could at leaft clear herfelf
from fo derogatory a defign, fhe opened
her door.  Sir Hugh, furveying her with

a look of furprife and vexation, exclaimed :

“ What my dear! ‘an’t you dizen’d yet?
why I théught to have feen you in all your
beft things I

¢ No, fir,” anfwered fhe calmly; «I
fhall not drefs till dinner-time.”
¢« My dear girl,” cried he, kindly,

though a little diftrefled how to explain
himfelf; < there’s no need you fhould
look worfe than you can help; though
you can do better things, I know, than look-
ing well at any time ; ‘only what I mean is,
you thould let him fee you to the beft ad-
vantage at the firft, for fear of his taking

any diflik¢ before he knows about Dr. .

Orkbome, and that.”
FG ¢ Diflike,

—
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. “ Diflike, fir!”’ repeated fhe, extremely
hurt; «if you think he will take any di{-
like----I had better not fee him atall!”
¢ My dear girl, you quite miftake me,
owing to my poor head’s always ufing the
‘wrong word ; which is'a remarkable thing
thatI can’t help. But I don’t mean in the
leaft to doubt his being pleafed with you,
except only at the beginning, from not

being ufed to you; for as to all your ftu-

dies, there’s no more Greek and Latin in
one body’s face than in another’s; but,
however, if you won’t drefs, there’s. no
need to keep the poor boy in hot water
_for nothing.”

He then took her hand, and rather
dragged than drew her down flairs, faymg
as they went: I muft with you joy,
though, for I affure you he’s a very fine
lad, and hardly a bit of a coxcomb.”

The family was all affembled in the par-
lour, except Camilla, for whom the baro-
- net had inftantly difpatched Edgar, and
Mr. Tyrold who was not yet returned from
a morning ride, but for whom Sir Hugg

~ ha

|
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.had . ordered - the great dinner hell to be
rung, as a fignal of fomethmg extraordl-

nary
Young ‘Lynmere was wmtmg the ar-

rival of Eugenia with avowed and un-

bridled impatience, Far from furmifing

it was her he had met in the park, he had

concluded it was one of the maids, and
thought of her no more.. He afked a thou-
fand queftions in a breath when his uncle
was gone. Woas fhe tall? was fhe fhort?
was fhe plump? was fhe lean? was fhe
fair ? was fhe brown ? was the florid ? was

fhe pale? But as he afked them of every

body, nobody anfwered ; yet all were in
fome difmay at a curiofity implying fuch

-entire ignorance, except - Indiana, whe

could not, without fimpering, forefee the
amazement of her brother at her coufin’s
perfon and appearance. ‘

¢ Here’s a noble girl -for you!” cned
Sir Hugh, opening the door with a
flourifh; < for all the’s got fo many. beft

“things, fhe’s come down in her worft, for

the fake of looking ill at the beginning, to
12 © the
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the end that ‘there may be no fault to be
found afterwards ; whieh: is a wifenefs that
does honour to her education.”

" This was, perhiaps, the firft time an ha-
rangue from the baronet had been thought
too fhort ; but the furprife of young Lyn-
mere, at the view of his deftined bride,
made him with he would fpeak on, merely
to annul any neceﬁity for fpeaking himfelf.
Eugenia aimed in vain to recover the
calmnefs of her nature, or to borrow what
‘might refemble it from her notions of fe-
male- dignity. The injudicious fpeech of
Sir Mugh, by publicly forcing upon the
Whofe'party the fettled purpofe of the in-
terview, covered her withi blufhes; and gave
atrémor to her frame that obliged her pre- -
cipitately to feat herfelf, while her joined
hands fupplicated his filence.

.« Well, my dear; well!” faid he, kife-
fing her, ¢ don’t let me vex you; what I
faid having no meaning, except for the
beft; though your coufin might as well
have faluted you before you fat down, I
_ think ; which, however, ¥ fuppofe-may be

out
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out of fafhion: now, every thing changiiig
fince my time ;- which, Lord help me! it
will take me long enough to learn.”

Lynmere noticed: not this hint, and they -
all feated themfelves round the breakfaft

~ table; Sir- Hugh. fearce able to reffain

from erying for joy, and continually ex:
claiming : ¢ This is the happieft day of all
my life, for all P’ve lived fo long! Fo'fee .
w all together, at laf, and my dear boy
eome home to his hative old England ¥
Mifs Margland miade the téa, and young
Lynmere inftantly and almoft voracioufly
begart eating of every thing that was upon
the - table. Indiana, Wwhen fhe faw her
brother as handfome as her coufin was de-
formed, thought the contraft fo droll; ‘the
could Took -ae tieither without tittering 5
Lavinia obferved, with extreme cbncern,
the vifible diftrefs of her fifter ; Dr. Ork.
borne forbore to ruminate ‘upon his work,
in expetation, every moment, of being
called upon to converfe with the leagned
young traveller; but Sir Fugh alone
{poke, thougl hi¢ deligh¢ and his foquacity
- ‘joined



- 118 .CANMILLA

joined to his' pleafure in-renidrkirig the
good old Englith appesite- which ; his-ne-

phew had brought with him from foreign
parts, prevented. his being ftruck with
the general taciturnjty, .

. The entrance of Mr.. Tyrold proved a
relief to all the party, though ‘a pain to
himfelf. He fuffered in feeing the diftrefled
confufion of Eugenia, and felt fomething
little fhort of indignation at the fupercilious
air.with which Clerment ' feemed to exa-
mine her; holding his. head high and
back, as if meafuring his fuperior heighty
while every line round his mouth marked
that ridicule was but fuppreﬂ'ed by con-
tempt.

~When Sir Hu,gh at length, obferved.,
that the young traveller uttered not a fyl-
lable, he exclaimed: ¢ Lord help us?!
what fools. it makes of us, being over-
joyed! here am I talking all- the talk to
myfelf, while my young {cholar fays no~
thing ! ‘which I take to be owing to my-
fpeaking only Englith; which, however, .
1 thould not do, if it was not for the mif-
, fortune

-
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fortune of knowing no other, which I can’t
properly call a fault, being out of no idle-
nefs, as that gentleman can witnefs for
me ; for I’ll warrant nobody’s taken more
pains ; but our heads woni’t always ‘do
what we want.”

He then gave a long and melancholy
detail of his ftudies and their failure.

When the carriage arrived with Camilla,
young Lynmere loitered to a window, to
look at it; Eugenia arofe, meaning to
feize the opportunity to efcape to her
room; but feeing him turn round upon
her moving, fhe again fat down, expe-
riencing, for the firft time, a fenfation of
fhame for her lamenefs, which, hitherto,
fhe had regularly borne with fortitude,
when fhe had not forgotten from indiffer-
ence: neither did the feel fpirits to exhibit,
again, before his tall and ftrikingly elegant
figure, her diminutive little8perfon.

" Camilla. entered with traces of a dif-
ordered mind too ftrongly marked in her
‘countenance to have efcaped obfervatlon, ,
had fhe been looked at with any attention.

: . But
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But Eugenia and Lynmere ingroffed all
.eyes .and all thoughts. Even herfelf, at
firlt fight of the hufband elett of her fifter,
loft, for a moment, all perfonal confider-
ation, and looked at him only with the
interefting idea of the future fate of Eu-
genia. But it was only for a moment ;
when fhe turned round, and faw nothing
of Edgar, when her uncle’s inquiry what
had beconre of him convinced her he was
gotie elfewhere, her heart funk, fhe felt
fick, and would have glided out of the
room, had not Sir Hugh, thinking her
faint for want of her breakfaft, begged
‘Mifs Margland to make her fome frefh tea 5
adding, “ As this is a day in which I intend
us all to be happy alike, I beg nobody will
go out of the room, for the fake of om:

enjoying it all together.”

This fummons to happinefs produced
the ufual effe§ of fuch calls; ageneral
filence, fucceeded by a general yawning,
and a univerfal fecret with of feparation,
to the fingle exception of Sir Hugh, who,.
after a paufe, faid, « Why nobody fpeaks
. ' " but
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but me ! which I really think odd enough.
However, my dear nephew, if you don’t
care for our plain Englith converfation,
which, indeed, after all your ftudies, one
can’t much wonder at, nobedy can be
againft you-and the Doctor jabbering tos
- gether a little of your Greek and Latin.”

Lynmere, ledting fall his bread upon
the table, leaned back in his chair, and; -
fticking his hands in his fide, looked at his
yncle with an air of aftonithment; - -~ |

¢ Nay,” continued the baronet, <1
don’t pretend I fhould be much the wifer
for it ; howewer, if’s what I’ve noe ob;e&mn
tohear : fo come, Do&or! you’re the olds
eft; break the ice I”’ :

A verfe of Horaee with whick Dr Orks
borne was opening his anfwer, was flopt -
fhort, by the eager manner in which Lyn.
mere te-feized his bread with one hand,
while, with the other, to the great difcom-
pofure of the exa& Mifs Margland, he
foretcied’ forth “for the t¢a-pot, to pour
out & bafon,of tea ; not ceafing the litption

tiltithe fmer 1ﬁ'elfJ overcharged, fent his

be\crage
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beverage in trickling rills from the table.
cloth to the floor.

The ladies all moved fome paces from
the table, to fave their clothes; and Mifs

- Margland reproachfully inquired if fhe had
not made his tea to his liking.-

« Don’t mind it, I beg, my dear boy,”

"cried Sjr Hugh ; « a little lop’s foon wiped
up ; and we’re all friends : fo don’t let that
ftop your Latin.”

Lynmere, noticing neither the Latin,
the mifchi_ef, nor the confolation, . finithed
his tea in one draught, and.then faid :
¢ Pray, fir, where do you keep all your
newipapers ** -

“ Newfpapers, my dear. nephew 3 I’ve.
got no newfpapers : ‘what would yoy bave
ug do with -anere_ fet of polmcs, that.not
one of us underftand, in point of what
may be their true drift; now we’re all
met together 0 purpofe to be com~
fortable ?”’

“ No newfpapers, ﬁm ?" cncd Lynme:c
rifing, -and vehemently ringing the bell;
and, with a fcornful laugh, adding, half

between
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between his teeth, ¢ Ha! ha! live in the
country without newfpapers! a good Joke, .
ﬁlth 1144 o

A fervant appeanng, he gave orders for
‘ all the mornmg papers that could be
.. procured. '

Sir Hugh looked much amazed; but
prefently, ftarting up, faid, ¢ My dear
nephew, I believe I've caught your ; mean-
ing, at laft ;- for if you mean, as I take for
granted, that we’re all rather dull com:
pany, why Pll take your hint, and leave
you and a certain perfon together, to make
a better 'acquaintance, which you can’t do
Io well while we’re all by, on account of
mode‘ty » L

Eugenia, frightened almoft to ﬁcknefs,
caught by her two fiters ; and Mr. Tyrold,
tenderly compaﬂionaung her apprehen-
fions, whifpered to Sir Hugh to difpenfe
with"a- #éte-a-téte o early : and, taking
her hand, accompanied her himfelf to her
room, compofing, and re-aﬂ'unng her by
the way. O
N - Sir
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SirHugh, though vexed, then followed,
to iffue fome particular orders; thereft of
the party difperfed, and young Lynmere

‘remained with bis fifter. ~

Walkmg on tiptoe to the door, ke
fhut it, and put his ear to the key-hole,
till he no Jonger heard any footftep. Turn-
ing then haftily round, he flung himfelf,
full length, upon a fofa, and burft into
fo violent a fit of laughter, he was forced
to hold his fides.

. Indiana, tittering, faid, < Well, brother,
how do you like her ?’

¢ Like her!” he repeated, when able
1o fpeak § * why the old gentleian doats !
He can never, elfe, ferioufly ﬁippofe P
marry her.”

¢« He! he! he! yes, but he does, in-
deed, brother. He’s got every thmg
ready.”;

« Hag' he, faith ? » cned Lynm«:re,; aga.m
rolling on the fofa, almoft fuffecated withi
violent }aughter from which, fuddenly
rccovenng, he ftarted up to ftroam to a
: large
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large looking-glafs, and, ftanding before
it, in an eafy and moft aflured attitude,
¢ Much obliged to him, ’pon honour !’ he
exclaimed : ¢ Don’t you think,” turning
carelefsly, yet in an elegant pofition, round
to his fifter, ¢ don’t you think I am,
Indiana .
¢« Me, brother? la! I’m fure I think
- the’s the uglieft little fright, poor thing !
I ever faw in the world, poor thing ! fuch
a little, fhort, dumpty, .hump -backed,
erooked, hmpmg ﬁgure of a. fnght-—-poov
thmg 12
“ Yes, yes,” cried he; ‘chahging hid
pofture, but ftill undauntedly examining
himfelf before the glafs,  he has-taken
amazing care of me,’ I.confefs; -matched
. me moft exalily !’

Then fitting down;- as if to conﬁder the
matter more ferioufly, He'itoek Indiana
by the arm, and, with fome difplealuge,
faid, ¢« Why, what does the old quoz
wean ? Does he want me to tofs him in
a blanket .

Indiana

-
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Indfana tittered more than ever at this
1dea, till her brother angnly demanded
of her, why the "had not written herfelf
fome defeription of this young Hecate, to
prepare him for her fight? Sir Hugh having
merely given him to underftand that ﬂle
was not quite beautiful.

Indiana had no excufe to plead, but that
fhe did.not think of it. She had, indeed,
grown up with an averfion to writing, in
common with whatever elfe gave trouble,
or required attention ; and her correfpond-
ence with her™ brother rarely produced
" more than two letters in a year, which were

briefly upon general topics, and read by
the whole family. :

She now related to him the hxﬁory of
the will, and the vow, which only in an
imperfe&, and but balf-credited manner
Bbad reached him.

. His laughter then gave place toa ﬂ:orm

. of rage. He called himfelf ruined,
blafted, undone; and abufed Sir Hugh
as a good -for-nothing dotard, defraud-

ing
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ing ‘him of his juft rights and expe-
ations. — '

« Why, that’s the reafon,” faid Indiana,
¢ he wants to marry you to coufin Eu-
genia; becaufe, he fays, it’s to make you
amends.”

This led him to a rather more ferious
confideration of the affair; for, he pro-
telted the money was what he could not
do without. Yet, again parading to the
glafs, ¢ What a thame, Indiana,” he cried,
¢ what a fhame would it be to make, fuch
a facrifice? If he’ll only pay a trifle of
money for me, and give me afew odd
hundreds to begin with, I’ll hold him quit
of all elfe, fo he’ll but quit me of that
wizen little ftump.”

A newipaper, procured from the near-
eft public houfe, being now brought, he
pinched Indiana by the chin, faid fhe was
the fineft girl hehad feen in England, and
whiftled off to his appointed chamber.

Clermont Lynmere fo entirely refembled
his fifter in perfon, that now, in his firft
youth, he might almoft have been taken
> VOL. IV. G for
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-for ‘her, even without change of -drefss
but the effet produced upon the beholders
+bore not the fame parallel : what in'her
was bezuty in its higheft delicacy, .in him
- feemed effeminacy in its loweft degrad-
ation. The brilliant fairnefs of his fore-
‘head, the tranfparent pink of his cheeks,
the pouting vermillion of his lips, the
liquid luftre of his languifhing blue eyes,

the minute form of his almoft infantine . -

mouth, and the fnowy whitenefs of his
fmall hands and taper ﬁngers, far from
bearing the -attradtion which, in his fifter,
rendered them fo lovely, made him con-
fidered by his own fex as an unmanly fop,
and by the women, as too conceited .to ad-
mire any thing but himfelf.

With refpect to his underftanding, his
fuperiority' over his fifter was rather in
education than in parts, and in pradtical
intercourfe with the world, than in any
higher reafoning faculties. His charater,
‘like his perfon, wanted maturing, the one
" being as diftinét from intellectual decifion,,
as the other from mafculing dignity. He
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had youth without diffidence, fprightlinefs
without wit, opinion without judgment,
and learning without knowledge. Yet, as
he contemplated his fine perfon in the glafs,
he thought himfelf without one external
- falt; and, early caft upon his own refpon~
- fibllity; was not confcious of one.mennl

.62
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CHAP IX
Q}’.’umd Ons.

;'MR {TyroLD left Eugéma to herﬁﬂ:ers,
unwilling to fpeak of Lynmere till
he had feen fomething more of him. Sir
Hugh, alfo, was géing, for he had no time,
he faid, to lofe in his preparations: but
Eugenia, taking his arm, befought that no-
thing of that kind might, at prefent, be
mentioned. -
¢ Don’t trouble yourfelf about that,
my dear,” he anfwered ; ¢ for it’s what I
take all into my own hands ; your coufin
~ being a perfon that don’t talk much; by
which, how can any thing be brought for-
ward, if nobody interferes? A girl, you
know, my dear, can’t fpeak for herfelf,
let her wifh it never fo much.”

« Alas!” faid Eugema, when he was
gone, * how painfully am I fituated !
Clermont will furely fuppofe this precipit-

~14 ance
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ance all mirne; and already, poflibly, con-
chudes it is apon my fuggeftion he has thus
prematurely been called from his travels, .
- and impeded in his praife-worthy ambition
of ftudying the laws, manners, and cuf-
toms of the different nations of Europe !’

-The wan counténance of Camilla foon,
however, drew all ‘obfervation upon her-
{elf, and obliged her fo narrate the cruel
adventare of the morning. _

Jhe fifters were both petrified by the-
account of Sir Sedley; and their compaf
fion for his expe@ed defpair was -changed
into difguft at his infulting impertinence. "
They were of opinion that his bird, and his
letters fhould immediately be returned; and
their horror of any debt with a charadter
mmglmg fuch prefumption with fuch le-
vity, made Eugenia promif¢ that, as foon
as fhe was miftrefs of fo much money, the
would .fend him, in the name of Lionel,
his two hundred pounds. .

The bird, therefore, by Tom Hodd,
was inftantly conveyed to Clarendel-Place ;
but the letters Camilla retained, till the

G3 . could
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could firft thew them to Edgar,.-if this
event had not loft him to her for ever,.
and if he manifefted any defire of an ex-
planauon. '

/

* . L3 -~

Edgar himfelf, meanwhile, in a pa’r‘
oxyfm of fudden mifery, and torturing
jealoufy, had gallopped f\monﬂy to the
retory gf Cleves.

“ O, Door Marchmont !” he cried,
“ what a tale have I now to unfokd!
‘Within thefe laft twenty-four hours I have
been the. moft wretched-—~the happiefte.
ahd again the moft agonized of human
beings ! I have thought Camilla beflowed
upon- another,-.--I have believed heryoe
oh, Dotor !--~-my own !---..] have con- -
ceived myfelf at the fummit of all earthly -
felicity !----I find myfelf, at this moment:
deluded and undone !* .

He then detailed the account, calling
upon the Doftor to unravel to him the-
ml‘upportable aemgma of his deftiny; to

telk
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tell him for .what purpofe Camilla’ had -
fhewn him a tendernefs fo bew1tch1ng,

the vety time fhe was: carrying on a clan-
deftine intercourfe with another? with -
a man, who, though -deftitate neither of
wit nor good qualities, it was impoffible

*. fhe fhould love, fince fhe was as incapable-

of admiring as of participating- in- his de-..
« fets ? To what incomprehenfible motives
~ attribute fuch incongruities 7 Why accept -
and fuffer her friends to accept him, if:
engaged to Sir Sedley? why, if ferioufly.-
meaning to be his, this fecret corref--
pondence? Why fo early, fo private, fo -
ftrange a meeting? < Whence, Doétor '
Marchmont, the daring boldnefs of his -
feizing her hand ? whence the never-to-be- -
forgotten licence with which he prefumed -
to lift it to his lips,—and there hardily -
to detain it, fo as never man durft do,"
‘whofe hopes were not all alive; from his
own belief in their encouragement! ex-
_plain, expound to me this work of dark-
nefs and amazement ; tell me why, with
every appearance of the moft artlels open-
Gg - . nefs,
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nefs, I find her thus eternally difingenuous
and unintelligible ? why, though T have .
caft myfelf wholly into her power; fhe
retains all her myﬁery----ihc helghtens it
into deceit next perjury ¥’ B

‘¢ Afk me, my dear young friend, why
the fun does not give night, and the moon .
day ; then why women prattife coquetry.
Alas! my feafon for furprife has long been
pafled! They will rather trifle, even with '
thofe they defpife, than be candid even
with thofe they refpe&. The young ba-
ronet, probably, has been making his
court to her, or fhe has believed fuch was
his @efign ; but as you firft came to the
point, fhe would not hazard rejeQing you,
while uncertain if he were ferious. She
was, poffibly, putting him to the teft, by .
the account of your declaration, at the mo- _
ment of your unfeafonable intrufion.”.

¢ 1f this, Dotor, is your ftatement, and
if your ftatement is juft, in how defpic- -
able a lottery have' I rifked .the peace of
my life! You fuppofe then----that, if fure
.of Sir Sedley---.I am difcarded ?* .
I N “ You
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« You know what I think " of your
fituatlon : can I, when to yet more riches
14dd a title, fuppofe that of Sir Sedley lefs.
fecure ¥

“The ﬂmddermg ﬁart, the diftracted look
of Edgar, with his hand clapped to his
burnirg forehead, now alarmed the' Doc-
tor ; who endeaveured to fomewhat foften
hig fentence, diffuading hinr againft any.
immedfate mmfures, and advifing him-to
pafs over thefe-firfl moments of emotion,
#id then coelly to fuffer inquiry totake.
place of decifion.’ But Edgar cotld not
hear him; -he thook bhands with .him,

. Kaintly finiled, as.ast gpology fos notfpakn

mg H and, hquOg; «‘W%h‘)‘b‘ Wa}“@g
for his, fervant, gallopped. towards the
NewForef}: leavipg his abfence from Cleves
tp declare his defeétion, and, bent only to
fly from, Camxlla, anq all that belonged to

A | AU I r).u.'?q., .

i All, however, dhat helosiged:te, Cpuulla
was precifely what followed bite pur-
fued him ‘in every poflible form, clung to
his heart-ftrings, : almoft: maddqned hig.

G5 fenfea.



130 CAMILLA

fenfes.” He could not bear to: raflet 5 5
Tetrofpeftion was torture, anticipation wag
horror.” To lofe thus, without’ negeffity,:
without calamity, the objeét of his dearefl:
wifhes,-to lofe her {totn mere deelenfion
of efteem-—-

. ¢ Any inmmble evnl,” he cned, “ I
could have fuftained ; -any blow' of for-
tane, however: fevere; any firoke of ad.:

verfity] hovever. terrjble jmebut thisrms;

this ‘error of all my fenfRs:.—this. dec
of all my hopes---this extin&ien of cvgry
fecling I have cherithed”’—
¢ He rode on yet -harder; leaping ovest
every thing, thonghtlefs rathés than fear~:
lefs of every-dangét he could: encountey,:
- and gﬂloppmgmth the fpeed and violenvel
of -foine * purfuit, -though wholly without:
view, and almoft without: confcmm(nds«f
a if, hoping by ﬂighf ‘focefeape-frem the
degenerate portralt of Camilla: but:its
painter- was his.. own. nm:gnmmn. 1And
mocked the attempf . e
" From the other ﬁde of a ﬁv&bafrd&
gate, which, with almoft frantic fpeed, he
was

!

1
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was approaching - with a view to clgar, a
voice halloo’d to ftop him; and, at the
fame time; a man wha was leading one
horfe, and riding another, difmounted, and
called out, « Why, as.fureas I'm ahye, lt Y
’Squire Mandlebert " ‘

Edgar now, pérceiving Jacob, . was:
going to turn back to avoid him ; but, re-
fraining this firt movemens, faintly de-
fired -him to ftaid by, as he had not &
moment to lofe. = .

« Good lack!” cried Jacob, with the
freedom of an old fervant; who had known
him from .a boy ; ¢ why, I would net but
have hdppened to-come this. way*for never
fo much ! -why you might have broke your

_ eck, elfe! Leap fuch a gate as this here?
.~ why, T can’t let::yqu do no fuch a thing! .
Mifs Camilla’s like a child of my own, as
one may fay; and fhe’ll mever. hold up
her head again, I’ll be bound for it, if you
thould come to.any harm; and, astd
poor old mafter! ’*twould go nxgh to
break his heart.” -

c6 Struck
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Struck with words which, from fo faith. -
ful an old fervant, could not but be touch-
ing, Edgar was brought fuddenly to him-
felf, and felt the claim of the Tyrold family
for a condu® more guarded. He en-
deavoured to put his own feelings apart,
and confider how beft he might fpare thofe
of the friends of Camilla ; thofe of Camilla
herfelf he concluded to be out of his
reach, except as they nnght fimply relate
to the female pride and vanity of refuﬁng
rather than being given up.

- He paufed, now, to weigh how he might
obviate any offence; and, after firft re-
folving to write a fort of general leave-
taking, and, next, feeing the almoft in-
fuperable obje€tions to whatever he could
ftate, determined‘' upon gaining time
for deliberation, by merely commiffioning
Jacob to carty a meffage to Cleves, that
fome fudden affairs called him, for the
prefent, -to a diftant part of the country.
This, at fuch a period, would create a
furprife that might lead the way to what

- would
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would follow: and Camilla, who_ could
not, he thought, be much aftonifhed,

might then take her own meafures for the
defetion fhe would fee reafon to expeét.

But Jacob refifted bearing the intellix
gence: % Good lack, fir,” he’ cried,
“ what have you got in your head ? fome-
thing that will do you no good, Fll be
bound, by the look of your eyes, ‘which
look as “big as if they was both going to
drop out; you’d better come yourfelf

. and tell ’em ‘what’s the matter, and fpeak

a word to poor Mifs Camilla, or fhe’il ne-
ver believe but what fome ill has betided
you. Why we all knew about it, faft’
enough, before our mafter told us; fer-
vants have eyes as well as their mafters;’
only Mary will have it fhe found it out at
the firft, which an’t true, for I faw it by
the time you’d been a week in the houfe ;

and if you’ll take my word, fquire, 1 don’t
think there’s fuch another heart in the
world as Mifs Camilla’s, except juft my
own old mafter’s.”

Edgar
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+ Edgar -leant againft his horfe, neither.
fpeaking nor moving, yet involuntarily
liftening, while deeply fighing. -

“ What a power of goed fhe’ll do,”
. continued Jacob, ¢ when fhe’s miftrefs of

Beech Park | I warrant fhe’ll go about,
vifiting the poor, ‘and making them clothes,
-and broths, and wine poffets, and baby-.
linen, all day long She has. done- it at
Ethérington quit¢ from -a child; and
when fhe had nothing :to. glve ’em, , the,
ufed to take her thread papers and needle -
books, and fit down and work for them, .
and carry them bits and fcraps of things
to help:’em to patch their gowns. - Why
when the’s got. your fine fortunes, ihe’ll’

bring a blefling upon the whole coun
Edgar felt touched; his wrath was
foftened into tendernefs, and he ejaculated
to himfelf: < Such, indeed, I thought
Camilla! a&ive jn charity, gentle in good.-
works !—-I thought that in putting my
fortune 'into her hands, I was ferving the
unhappy,--—--feeding the indigent,-~-reviv

ing the fick !” .

12 . ¢ Mafter,”
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. ¢ Mafter,”. continued Jacob, “ took g,
,fancy to her from the very. firft, as well as,
I and when mafter, f2id fhe: was coming
to live with us, 1 atked to makae ita holi~
day for all our folks, and mafter was as
pleafed as L. . But nobody’d thmk what a,
tender heart the’s got of her own, w1thour.
knowmg her, becaufe of her finging, and
laughmg, and dancing fo, except when old’
Ml,fs Mar Iand’ Lin ithe way, who s ‘what"
Mr. hon§ calls a]ull-Joy at any time. How-
belt, I'll take fpecial care ‘the thaw’t be by’
when I tell her of my ftoppijg you from
breaking your neck here; but I with you
could be jn a corner yourfelf to pecp at
her, ‘witout her knowing it’; Tl Warrant
you ez’ll give me‘fuch a ﬁmle, you’d be’
. ﬂttocather"’ o
Shaken once more in every refolunon,'
b,ccaufe unceytain in every opinion, Edgar
found the indignant defperation which had
.fclzed him begin to fubfide, and his mind
again become affailable by fomething re-
fembling hope. Almoft inftin@ively he
rcmounted his horfe, and almpﬁ ifivolunta-
. nly--.

>

!
)

. r
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rily~--drawa on by hearKening to the
praife of Camilla, and fafcinated by the-
details made by Jacob of her regard, ac-
compamed him back to Cleves. ’
As they rode iato the park, and while
hq was earneftly endeavouring to form-
fome palliation, by which he might excul-
pate what feemed to him fo guilty in the”
ftrange meeting and its ftrangé circum-’
ftances, he -perceived Camilla herfelf,
walking upon the lawn. "He faw fthe had
obferved him, and faw, from her air, fhe’
feemed irrefolute if to re-enter the houfé,,
or await him. !
. Jacob, ﬁgmﬁcantly pomung her out',,,
oﬂ";red to fhew the effeét he could prodiice’
by what he could relate ;. but. Edgar,
giving him the charge of his horfe, ear-
neftly befought him to retire in qmet, and:,
tg keep his opinions and’ expenmcnts te>’
lumfelf S
_ Each nqw,, feparately, and with nearly’
equal difficulty, ftrove to attain fortitude
. to feck an explanation. They approached
egch other; Camilla with her ‘eyes fixed
upon

4
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upon the ground, her air embarraffed, and -
her cheeks covered with blufhes; Edgar-
with quick, but almoft tottering fteps,
his eyes wildly avoiding hers, and his com--
plexion pale even to indifpofition.

When they were met within a few yatds,
they ftopt; Camilla ftill without courage
to look up, and Edgar ftriving to fpeak,
but finding no paffage for his voice. Ca-
milla, then, athamed of her fituation, raifed
her eyes, and forced herfelf to fay, ¢ Have
you been into the houfe? Havc you feuy.
niy coufin Lynmere [

. % No----madam.”

- Struck .with a cold formality tbat never
before, from Edgar, had reached her ears,
and fhocked by the fight of his eftranged .
and altered countenance, with the cruel
confcioufnefs that appearances authorifed
the moft depreciating. fufpicions, fhe ad- .
vanced,. and holding out. her hand, ¢ Ed-
gar,”” fhe gently cried, « are you il? or
only: angry e

¢¢ O Camilla!”” he anfwered, ¢ can you

deign ta ufe to me fuch a werd ? can you:
diftort
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. diftort my deareft affe@ions, convulfe my-
faireft hopes, eradicate every power of
happinefs-~yet fpeak with fo much fweet-.
nefs-yet look at ime with fuch mildnefs ?

-fuch foftnefs-—F had almoft faid---fiich
kindnefs 7 -

- Deeply affected, fhe could-hardly ftand.
He had taken her offered hand, but in a
manner fo changed from the fame attion

- the preceding day, that fhe fcarce knew if
ke touched while he held it, fearce felt:
tHBe he relinquithed; as almoft mtmedmtely
the withdrew it. . -

But her condefcenﬁon at dns moment
was Father a new torment than any fo-
lace to him. The hand which fhe -pro-'

ferred, and which the day before he had
received as the token of permanent fe-
lidity, he bad now feen in the poffeflion of
another, with every licence, every apparent:
mark of permitted rapture in which he

- had been mdulged himfelf. He knew .

not to whom it of right belonged; and

the doubt not merely banithed happinefs,
but mmgled refcntment with mifery.
.o ¢ fee,”®
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« I fee,”” cried fhe, after a mortified
paufe; ¢ you have loft your good opiniof. -
of me.-.I can only, therefore-~-"> She
flopt, but his melancholy filence was a
confirmation’ of her fuggeﬂixon that of-
fended her .into more exertion, and,‘
with fenfibility’ raifed into dignity, fhe
added, “ only hope your intended tour
ta the Continent may take place thhout
delay !’

. She would then have walkcd on to the,
houfe 5 but following her, « Is all aver ?”.
he cried, « and is it thus, Cam.dla ‘we
mpn ' y

“ Why net "’ ﬁxd ﬂw {uppreﬂiag a:
figh, yet turning bark,'. . ;

¢ What a queftiond: cruel’ Camﬂlp *3
Is this all the explanation you allow me "

% What other do you with?” -

« All '---every other !~--that meetmg-...
thofe letters—--

¢ If you have any curiofity yet remain-
ing---only name what you defire.”

. 13 Are
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“ Are you indeed fo good ?” cned he,

in a voice that fhewed his foul agam melt-
ing;  thofe letters, then----

¢ You fhall have them.-..every one "’
fhe cried, with alacrity; ‘and m{tantly
taking out her pocket-book, prefented h1m ‘
with the prepared packet. )

" Penetrated by this unexpe&ed openm.‘s
and comphance, he *fnatched her hand,
with intent to prefs it to his lips ; but again’
the recolleéhon he had feen that liberty
accorded to Sir Sedley, joined to the fight
of his writing, checked him; helet it go;
bowed his thanks with a look of grateful
rélpe&, and -attempting- no-more to ftop
her, walked towards the fummer-houfc,I
te pem& the ieuerk. -

«
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CHAP X
Refalutions.

ol-\mz found of, the dinner-bell, which
xang in the ears of Edgas before he
reached his intended retreat, would have
been unnoticed, if not feconded by a mef-
Afage from Sir Hugh, who ‘had feen him
.fronr his window. :

f

*Compelled " to ‘obey, though ‘i’ a{tate
‘of fufpenfe almoft intolérable, he’put up
‘the important little packet, and repaired
to the dining parlour ; where, though none
were ‘equally difturbed with Himfelf, ’nb
one was at eafe, Young Erlinre, dider
‘an appearance of mingled affurdrice-and
apathy, the effe@t.of acquired conceit,
playing upon natural infipidity, was fe-
cretly tormented with the rueful neceflity
of facrificing either a noble fortune, or
his own fine perfon; Sir Hugh felt'a
ftrange . difappointment from the whole
behaviour



behaviour of his nephew, though it was
what he would not acknowledge, and
could not define; Mr. Tyrold faw with
much uneafinefs the glaringly apparent
unfuitablenefs of the intended alliance; 3
Eugenia had never yet thought herfelf fo
plain and mﬁgmﬁcam, and felt as if,;"¢ven
fince the moming, the fall-pox had re-
newed its ravages, and the had funk into
being fhorter ; Indiana and Mifs Margland
swere both acutely incenfed with Mandle-
bert ; Dr. Orkborne faw but {mall reafon
to expeét gratitude for his labours from
the fupercilious negligence of the boafted
'young ftudent ; Lavinia was difturbed for
_both her fifters ; and Camilla felt that all
.fhe valued in life depended upon the next
.critical hour or two. .

. In this ftate of general dxfcomfort, Sn'
Hugb who could never be filent, alope
-talked. Having long prepared himfelf to-
Jook upon this meeting as a:day. of happi-
“nefs,” he ftrove to belleve," for a- while,
-the whole family were peculiatly enjoying
themfelves ; but, upon a,dead filence,

which
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which enfued upon his taking a’ copmus
draught of Madeira and water, *“ Why,
my dear nephew,” he cried, putting down-
his-goblet, ¢ you don’t tell us any thing?
‘which I’ve no doubt but you know why
yourfelf. However, as we’re all met ¢’
. purpofe to fee youm, I can’t fay I fhould
~ be forry to hear the found of your voice,
provided it won’t be difagreeable.”

¢ We are not much—converfant, fir,
in each other’s connexions, I believe,” an-
fwered Lynmere, without ceafing a mo-
ment to eat, and to help himfelf, and
" ordering a freth plate at every fecond
mouthful ; ¢ I have feen nothing, yet, of
your folks hereabouts ; and, I fancy, fir,
you don’t know a great deal of the people
I have been ufed to.” '

Sir. Hugh, having good humouredly
-acknowledged this to be truth, was ata
lofs what further to purpofe ; and, imagin-
-ing the taciturnity of the reft of the
to proceed from an awe of the knowledge

~ . and abilities of his nephew, foon became

himfelf fo infected with fear and reverence,
that,
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i thdt, though he could not be filent, he
fpoke only to thofe who were next lnm
and in a whifper.
* When the deffert was ferved, fomething
"like a general reliéf ‘was effected by the
unexpe&ed entrance of Dr. Marchmont.
- Alarmed by the ungoverned, and, in him,
-unprecedented, emotions of Edgar, he
had been to Beech Park; and, finding
.he had not returned there, had ridden on,
in the moft uneafy uncertaihty, to inquire
.for him at Cleves.

Happy to fee him fafe, though almnoft
frmlmg to fee with whom, he was begin-

ning fome excufe for his intrufion, when

-the baronet faved his proceeding, by call-
ing out, ** Well, this is as good a piece
of good luck as any we’ve met with yet !
‘Here’s Dr. Marchmont come to with us
.joy ; and ashe’s as good a fcholar as your-
felf, nephew,: for any thing I know to the
contrary, why you need not be fo afraid

.of fpeaking, for the fake of our not under: -

ftanding you ; which here’s five of uscan
do now, as well as yourfelf.”
‘ Lynmere,
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Lyrmere, readily concluding Mr. Tyrold
- and Edgar, with the two Do&ors, made
four, glanced round the table to fee who
might be the fifth ; when, fuppofing it .
Mifs Margland, he withdrew his eyes with
-a look .of derifion, and, turning to the
butler, atked what wines he might call
Sir Hugh then propofed that they
thould all pair off ; the ignorant ones go-
ing one way, and the leamed ones ﬁaymg‘
another.

It would be difficult to fay which looked
moft averfe to this propofition, Eugenia,
or the young traveller ;. who haftily faid;

. ¢ 1 always ride after dinter, fir. Is your

groom at hand? Can he fhew me your -
horfes?” - . '

¢ My nephew litle fufpe&s,” cried Sir
Hugh, winking, ¢ Eugenia belongs to
~ the fcholars! Ten to one but he thinks
he’s got Homer and Horace to himfelf!

But here, my dear boy, as yeu’re fo fond
of the claflics” -

VoLV - & Clennont,,

LN



946 CAMILLA.

. Clermont, nimbly rifing, -and knock-
ing down a decanter of water in his hafte,
but not turning back to look at it, nor
ftaying to offer any apology, .affeted not
to hear his uncle, and flung hattily out.of
the room, calling upon Indiana to follow
him. . .
- ¢ In the name of all the Diagwvoli,”
-cried he, pulling her into the park with
him, ¢ what does all this mean? -Is the
old gentleman 7on compos 2 what’s all this-
ftuff he defcants upon fo freely, of fcholars,
- and claffics, and Homer, and Horace #*

« O you muft atk Eugenia, not me !>’
anfwered Indiana, {cornfully.

“ Why, what does Eugenia know of
the matter 2’

¢« Know? why every thing. She’s a
great {cholar, and has been brought up
by.Dr. Orkborne; and fhe talks Greek
and Latin.” .
- % Does the fo? then, by the Lord!
fhe’s no wife of mine ! I’d as foon marry
the old Dotor himfelf! and I’'m fure he’d
" make me¢ as pretty a wife. Greek and

o ‘ - Latin!
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Latin! why, I'd as foon tie myfelf to a-
rod. Pretty-fort of dinners fhe’ll give I”” .

" % O dear, yes, brother ; fhe don’t care
what fhe eats ; fhe cares for nothing but
books, amd fuch kind of things.”

¢ Books! ha! ha! Books, and Latin
and Greek ! upon my faith, a pretty wife-
the old gentleman has been fo good as
to find-me ! why he muft be a downnght
driveller !”’

«_Ah; brother, if we had all that for-
tune, what a different figure we fhould cut
with it I S

« Why, yes, I rather flatter mylelf we
fhould. No great need of five thoufand -
a year to pore over books ! Ha! ha! faith,
this is a good hum enough ! ! So he thinks.
to take me in, does he?”

L Why, you know, the is fo rich, bro-
ther.”----

« Rich? well, and what am 17 do you
fee fuch a figure as this,” (fuddenly fkip-
ping before her,)  every day? AmI re-
ducéd to my: laft legs, think- you? Do

H2 you
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you fuppofe I can’t meet with fome kmd
old dowager any time thefe twenty. years 2

¢ La, brother, won t you have her
then ?”

¢ No, faith, won’t I! Is not come to
that, neither. ‘This: learmng is worfe than
her uglinefs ; *twould make me look like
2 duncein my own houfe.”

He then- protefted he had' rather lofe
forty eftates, than fo be facrificed, and
vowed; without venturing a dire refufal, |
he would foon ficken the old gentleman of
his {cheme.

Eugenia, in retreating to her room, was
-again accompanied by her father and her
uncle, whom the conjured now, to name
her to Clermont no more.

"¢ I can’t fay I admire thefe puttmgs oﬁ'
. my dear,” faid the baronet, ¢ in this our
mortal ftate, which is always liable to end
m our dymg. Not that I pretend to te]l
. you
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you I think him over much alert; but
there’s no knowing.but what he may have
fome meaning in it that we can’t under~
ftand ; a perfon having ftudied all his life,
has a right to a little particularity.” :

Mr. Tyrold himfelf now ferioufly inter«
fered, and defired that, henceforth, Cler-
mont might be treated as if his vifit to
Cleves was merely to congratulate his uncle
upon his recovery; and that all {chemes,
preparations, and allufions, might be put
afide, unlefs the youth himfelf, and with a
good grace, brought them forward ; mean«
while, he and Lavinia would return w1thout
delay to- Ethermgton, to obviate all appear«
ance of waiting the decifion of any plan. *

Sir Hugh was much difcomfited by the
exadtion of fuch forbearance, yet could the
lefs oppofe it, from his own internal dif-
content with his nephew, which he.inad-
Vertently betrayed, by murmuring, in his
way to his chamber, ¢ There’s no denying
but what they’ve got fome odd-fangled
new ways of their own, in thofe foreign
parts ; meenng a fet of old relations for

H 3 the
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the firft time, and faying nothing to them;
but afking for the mewfpapers! Lord
_helpus! caring about the wide world, fo,
* when we know nothing of it, inftead of
one’s own uncles and nephews, and kins-
people ! :

* L] E 3 *

| During this time, Edgar, almoft 5go-

nifed by fufpence and doubt, had efcaped

to the fummer-houfe, whither he was fol-
lowed by Dr. Marchmont, greatly to the

‘wonder, almoft with the contempt of Dr.

‘Otkborne; whom he quitted, in anxiety

for his young friend, juft as he had inti-

mated a defign to confult him upon a dif-
ficult paffage in an ancient author, which
had a place in his work, that was now
nearly ready for the prefs.

- <« know well, Docor,” faid Edgar,

"¢¢ that to find me here, after all thdt has
pafled, will make you conclude me the
weakeft of men----but I cannot now ex-
plain how it has been brought about---thefe

" letters
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letters muft firft tell me if Caxmlla and I
meet more than once again.”” " '

"‘He then ha_fhly ran over the letters;
but by no means haftily could he digeft,
nor even comprehend their contents. He
thought them florid, affected, and prefums
ing ; yet vague, ftudied, with little appear~ -
ance of fincerity, and lefs of explicit de-
cifion. What related. to Lionel, and to
aiding him in the difpofal of his wealth,

: fe’gmed leaft intelligible, yét moft like fe-

rious- mealmng ; but when he found that
the interyiew at the Grove was by pofitive -

- appointment, and granted to a requeft

made with a forwardnefs and affurance
fo ‘wide from all delicacy. and propriety,

~ the blood mounted high into. his cheeks,

and, precipitately putting up the packet,
he exclaimed: ¢ Here, then, it ends! the
Iaft little ray of hefitation is extint----ex- _
tin& to be kindled never more !”

- The found of thefe laft words caufed him
an emotion of forrow he was unable to re- -
fift, though unwilling to betray, and he
hurried out of the fummer-houfe to. the

ST A H 4 ‘wood, '

2
I3
E
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wood, where he ftrove to compofe his -
mind to the laft leave-taking upon which
he was now determined ; but fo dreadful
was the refolution which exatted from his
own mouth the refignation of all that, till
now, had been deareft to his views and
hopes, that the afternoon was far advanced,
before he could affume fufficient courage
to direct his fteps to the fpot where the fa-
crifice was to be made. *

Accufing, himfelf, then, of weaknefs
unpardonable, he returned to. the fummer-
houfe, to apologife to Dr. Marchmont for
his abrupt retreat; but the Do&or had
already re-entered the manfion. . Thither,
therefore, he proceeded, purpofing to feek.
Camilla, to return her the letters of Sie
Sedley, and to defire her commands in
what manner to condu&t himfelf with her’
. father and her uncle, in acknowledg'ing
his fears that the projected union would
fail of affording, to either party, the happi-
‘nefs which, at firft, it feemed to promife. -
. The carriage of Sir Hugh was in waiting
at the door, and Mr. Tyrold aad Lavinia

: : ' were
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_were in the hall. Edgar in no condition

for fuch an encounter, would have avoided:
fhem; but Mr. Tyrold, litfle fufpetting
his defrre, rejoiced at the meeting, faymg.
he had had the houfe fearched for him in
vain, that he might fhake hands with him
before his return to Etherington. ,
Then, taking him apart, ¢. My dear Ed-
gar,” he'cried, “ I have longloved you as
tenderly, and I may now confide in you as
completely, -as if you were myfon. . I go.
hence In fome inquietude ; I fear my bro.

tlter has been too hafty in making known.

his views with regard ‘to Clermont ; who
does not feem equal to apprecxatmg the .
worth of Eugenia, though it is evident he-
has not been flack in noticing her misfor~
tunes. I entreat you, during my abfence,.
to examine him a8 if you were already the.
brother of that dear child, who merits, yow:
well knew, the beft and tendereft of hufs-
bands.”

He then ’foIlowed Lavinia inté the 'car*v-

_ riage, prevented by his own occupied mind

from obferving the fallen totmtenance of
HS Edgar,

-
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* Edgar, who, more wretched than ever, be-
moaned now the kindnefs of which he had

hitherto been proud, and.lamented the

paternal truft which he would have pur-
chafed the day before almoft with life.

* * * »

Camilla, during this period, had gone
through conflicts no lefs fevere.

Jacob, who had bought a horfe, for
which he had cheerfully advanced 20l
had informed her of the gate adventure of
' Edgar, and told her that, but for his ftop-

ping him, he was riding like mad from
. Cleves, and only fending them all a mef-
~ fage that he could net come back.

Grieved, furprifed, and offended, fhe inn

ftantly determined fhe would not rifk fuch’

another mark of his cold fuperiority, but
reftore to him his liberty, and leave him
- mafter of himfelf. < If the feverity of hig
- judgment,” cried fhe, ¢ is fo much more
potent than the warmth of his affetion, it

jha.ll not be his delicacy, nor his compaffion,
that
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that fhall make mehis. I will neither be
the ‘wife of his repentance nor of his pity.
I'muft be convinced of his unaltered love,
his efteem, his truft--—-or I fhall defcend to -
humiliation, not rife to happinefs, in be-
coming his. Softnefs here would be
meannefs ; fubmiffion degrading-~if he
hefitates----let him go !’

She then, without weighing, or even
feeing one objetion, precipitately refolved
to beg permiffion of her friends, to accept
an invitation the had received, without as -
yet anfwering, to meet Mrs. Berlinton at
Southampton, where that lady was going
to pafs fome weeks. She could-there, the:
thought, give the rejeCtion which' here
its inviolable circumftances made her, for:
Lionel’s fake, afraid to rifk; or the could -
there, if a full explanation thould appeafe.
him, find opportunity to make it with'eq'ual.
fafety ; his diflike to that acquaintance ra-
ther urged than impeded her plan for her
‘wounded fpirit panted to prové its inde-
. pendence:; and dignity. -

HG. " Eugenia



is6 = CAMILLA,

.- Eugenia approved this elevation of fenti
nzent, and doubted not it would fhew he?
~ again in her true light to Edgar, and bring
him, with added efteem, to her feet.

- Camilla wept with joy at the idea:
“ Ah!” fhe cried,  if fuch thould be my
happy fate ; ‘if, after hearing all my im=-
prudence, my precipitance, and want of:
jwdgment, he fhould voluntarily, when
wholly fet free, return to me--I will cone
fefs to him every feeling---and every failing-
of my,heart! I will open to him my whole.
foul, and caft myfelf ever after upon his ge-
nerofity and his goodnefs--—-O, my Euge-
nia! almoft on my knees could I receive--a
a fecond ‘time.---the vows of Edgar Map.
dlebertl”
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-~ CHAP. XL
" Eafe and Freedm. . .

YNMERE, at tea-time, returned from
his ride, with a fixed plan of frighten-

ing or difgufting the baronet from the al-
liance ; with Eugenia, herfelf, he imagined

. the attempt would be vain, for he did not

cornicetve it poffible any woman who had

eyes could be induced to reje&t him, , -
Determined, therefore, to indulge, in

full, both the natural prefumption: and

. acquired luxuriance of his' chara&er, he

conduted himfelf in a manner that, to
any thing fhort of the pardality of Sir

* Hugh, would have rendered him infup.

portably offenfive : but Sir Hugh had fo
long cherifhed a reverence for what he had
himfelf ordered with regard to his ftudies,
and what he 1mphcxtly credited of his at-
tainments, that it was more eafy to him to
doubt his fenfes, than to fuppofe fo accoms

plithed
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plithed a fcholar could do any thing but
what was right.

“ Your horfes are worth nothing, fir,”.
cried he, in entering ; “ I never rode fo
unpleafant a beaft. I don’t know who has
~ the care of your ftud ; but whoever it is,
he deferves to be hanged.”

Sir Hugh could not refufe, either to his
~ juftice or his kindnefs, to vindicate his
faithful Jacob ; and for his horfes He made
. as many excufes, as if every one had been
a human creature, whom he was recom-
mending to his mercy, with a fear they
were unworthy of his favour.

Not a word was faid more, except what
Mifs Margland, from time to time, ex-
torted, by begging queftions, in pra.tfe of
ber tea, till Lynmere, violently ringing the-
bell,~called out to order a fire.

Every body was furprifed at this hber-ty, .
without any previous demand of permiflion
. from the baronet, or any inquiry into the
feelings of the reft of ‘the company ; and
8ir Hugh, in-a low voice, faid to Eugenia,
- «.Jam alitte afraid poor Mary will be ra-

s ‘ ther-
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ther out of humour to have the grate to
polith again to-morrow morning, in the
cafe my nephew fhould not like to have'
another fire then ; which, I fuppofe, if the
weather continues fo hot, may very likely
not be agreeable to him.”

Another paufe now enfued ; Dr. March-
mont, who, of the whole party, was alone, -
at this time, capable of leading to a general
converfation, was feparately occupied by
watching Camilla; while himfelf, as ufual,
was curioudly and unremittingly examined
by Dr. Orkborne, in whom fo much at- .
tention to a young lady raifed many pri-
vate doubts of the juftice of his fcholaftic
fame ; which foon, by what he obferved of
his- civility even to Mifs Margland, ‘were
confirmed nearly to fcepticifm.

Mary, now, entering with a coal fcuttle
and. a candle, Lynmere, with much dif-
pleafure, called -out,  Bring wood; I
~ hate coals.”

Mazy, as much difpleafed, and nearly as -
: much humoured as himfelf, anfwered that -
’ “nothing
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nothing but coals were ever burnt in that
grate. . . T S

« Take it all away, then, and bid my
- man fend me my peliffe. That I made to.
crofs the Alps in.”

“I am very forry, indeed, nephew
faid Sir Hugh, ¢ that we were not better
prepared for your being fo chilly, owing to
the weather being fet in fo fultry, that we
nene of us much thought of having a fire;
and, indeed, in my young time, we were
never allowed thinking of fuch things be~
fore Michaelmas-day; which I fuppofe is
quite behind-hand now. Pray, nephew,
if it is not too much trouble to you, what’s
the day for lighting fires in foreign parts #**

¢ There’s no rule of that fort, now, fir;
in modern philofophy ; that kind.of thmg s
completely out; entirely exploded, I give.
you my word.”

“ Well, every thing’s new, Lord help-
me, fince I was born! But pray, nephew,.
-if 1 may afk, without tiring you too much,
' ~ on
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~ en account of my ighorance, have they
fites in fuminer as well as winter there ?*’
% Do you imagine there are grates and

. fires on the Continent, fir, the fame as in

England? ha! ha!” .
Sir Hugh was decountenanced from
" any further inquiry.
Another filence enfued; broken again
by a vehement ringing of the bell. ‘
When the fervant appeared, * What
* have you got,” cried Lynmere,  that you
. tan bring me to eat I
« Eat, nephew! why you would not
¢éat before fupper, when here’s nobody
done tea ? not that I’d-have you baulk your
appetite, which, to be fure, ought tobe the
beft judge.”
_ The youth ordered fome oyfters.
- There were none in the houfe.
" He defired.a barrel might immediately
be procured ; he could eat nothing elfe.
Still Edgar, though frequent opportuni-
ties ‘occurred, had no fortitude to addrefs
Caumlla and no fpirits to fpeak. To her,
however,
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however, his dejection was a revival ; fhe-
read in it her power, and hoped het prefent
plan would finally confirm it.

.. A fervant _now came in, announcing a
perfon who had brought two letters, one
for Sir Hugh, the other for Mifs Camilla,
but who faid he would deliver them him-
felf: The baronet defired he might be
admitted.

.. Several minutés pafled, and he did not

appear. The wonder of Sir Hugh was
awakened for his letter; but Camilla,
dreading a billet from er Sedley, was in
no hafte.

" Lynmere, however, glad of an opportu-
mty to iffue orders, or make difturbance,
furioufly rang the bell, faying: “ Where
are thefe letters 2’ -

¢ Jacob,” "faid the baronet, * my ne-
phew don’t mean the flownefs to be any
fault of yours, it being what you can’t
help; only tell the perfon that brought us
our letters, we fhould be glad to look at
them, not knowing who they may be
from.”

. - “Why
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¢ Why he feems but an odd fort of fith,
fir; I can’t much make him out ; he’s beent
begging fome flour to put in his hair;
he’ll make himfelf fo fpruce, he fays, we
fha’n’t know him again; I can’t much
think he’s a gentleman.”

He then, however, added he had made :

a miftake, as there was no letter for his
maftér, but one for Mifs Camilla, and the
other for Mifs Margland.

< For me” exclaimed Mifs Margland,

breaking forth from a fcornful filence,
during which her under lip had been bufy
“to exprefs her contempt of the curiofity
excited upon this fubje& ¢ Why "how
dare they not tell me it was for me? it
may be from fomebody of confequence,
about fomething of importance, and here’s
half a day loft before I can fee it "*
" She then rofe to go in fearch of it her-
felf, but opened the door upon Mr. Dub-~
ﬂ:er. .

A ghott, could fhe have perfuaded her.
felf {he had feen one, could not more have
aftonithed, though it would more have dif-

mayed
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* mayed her. " She drew haughtily Back,'
faying : ¢ Is there nobody elfe come ?”

The fervant anfwered in the negative,
and the retreated to her chair.

Camilla alone was not perplext by this
fight; fhe had, already, from the defcrip-
tion, fuggefted whom fhe might expeét,
according to the intimation given by the
ever mifchievous Lionel. -

Mifs Margland, concluding he would
turn out to be fome broken tradefman,
prepared herfelf to expeét that the letter
was a petition, and watched for an oppor<
tunity to fteal out of the room.

Mr. Dubfter made two or three low
‘bows, while he had his hand upon the
door, and two or three more when he had
fhut it. He then caft his eyes round
the room, and efpying Camilla, with a
Teering fort of fmile, faid: « O, you ’re
there, ma’am! I fhould find you out in
a hundred. - I've got a letter for yous
fha’am, and another for the gentlewoman
I tock for your mamma ; and I was not
tnnch out in my guefs, for there’s no

\ great
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great difference, as one may fay, between
a mamma and a governefs ; only the mo-
-ther’s the more natural, like.”

He then prefented her a letter, whxch
fhe haftily put up, not daring to venture at
a public perufal, left it might contain nat -
merely fomething ludicrous concerning Mr:
Dubfter, to which fhe was wholly indiffer-
ent, but allufions to Sir Sedley Clirendel,
which, in the actual fituation of thmgs,
might be fatally unfeafonable.

¢“ And now,” faid Mr. Dubfter, « ] .
mufl give up my t'other letter, afking the |
gentlewoman’s pardon’ for not gwmg it
before; only I was willing to -give the
young lady her’s firft, young ladies being
apt to be more in a hurry than people a

- little in years,” :

This addrefs did not much add to the
benevalent eageriefs of Mifs Margland to
read.the epiftle, and endeavouring ta de-
cline .accepting it :  Really,” fhe faid,
<< unlefs I know what it’s about, I'm not
much yfed to recexvmg letters in that man-

ner" . Y A Lo
. (14 As
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« Ag to what it’s about,”® ctied he, -

with a half fupprefled fimper, and nodding
his head on one fide; ¢ that’s a bit of a
fecret, as you’ll fee when you’ve read it.””

< Indeed, good man, I with you very
well ;. but as to reading all the letters that
every body brings one, it requires more
time than I can pretend to have to fpare,
upon every trifling occafion.”

She would then have retired; but Mr.

Dubfter, ftopping her, faid: ¢ Why, if
you den’t read it, ma’am, nobody’ll be
never the wifer for what I come about,
for its ungain-like to fpeak for one’s felf;
-and the young gentleman faid he’d write
to'you, becaufe, he faid, you’d like it the
beft.”

« The young gentleman ? what young
gentleman ?*

.+ Young fquire Tyrold ; he faid you’d
be as pleafed as any thing to tell it to the
old gentleman yourfelf; for you was vaﬂ'.
fond,-he faid, of matrimony.” :

“ Mammony ? what have I to do with
matnmony ™ cried Mifs Margland, “red-
dening

~

e ahe
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dening and bridling; * if it’s any vulgar

trick of that kind, that Mr. Lionel is amu»

fing himfelf with, ’m not quite the right
fort of perfon to be fo played upon; and
I defire, mifter, you’ll take care how you
come to me any more upon fuch errands,.
left you meet with your proper deferts.”

¢ Dear heart! I’m, not going to offer
any thing uncivil. As to matrimony, it’s
no great joke to 2 man, when once he’s
made his way in the world; it’s more an
affair of you ladies by half.”
¢ Of us? upon my word ! this is a coms
. pliment rather higher than I expe@ed. Mr.
Lionel may find, however, I have friends

~who -will refent fuch impertinence, if he

imagines he may fend who he will to- me
with propofals of this fort.” -

-¢¢ T.auk, ma’am, you need not be in fuch
a fright for nothing! however, there’s
your letter, ma’am,” 'putting it upon the
table ; “ and when you are'in better cue,
I fuppofe you’ll read it,”’ :

Then, advancing to Camilla: - * Nowy

ma’am, let’s you and'I have a little talk to- -

8§ gether;
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gether but firft, by good rights, I oughs
to fpea.k to your uncle; only I don’t know |
which he is ; ’twill be mortal kind if you'll
help a body out.”
Sir Hugh was going to anfwer for him«
. felf, when Lynmere,-fatigued with fo long
a fcene in which he had no fhare, had re.
courfe to his friend the bell, calling out, at
the fame time, in a voice of unpatxence,
% No oyfters yet !” '
Sir Hugh now began to grow unhappy '
* for. his fervants; for himfelf he not only
eould bear any thing, but ftill concluded he
had nothing to bear ; but his domeftics ber
gan all to wear long faces, and, accuftomed
to fee them happy, he was hurt to obferve
~ the change.. No partiality to his nephew
could difguife to him, that, long ufed to
every poflible-indulgence, it was vain. to
hope they would fubmit, without murmur«
ing, to fo new a bondage of continual and
peremptory commands. Inftead of at-
tending, therefore, to Mr. Dubfter, rg
confidered what apology to offer to Jacob 3

who fufpe&mg by whq;n he was fume
moned,

T
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‘moned, did not make his .appearance till

‘Lyninere rung again.
- +¢ Where are thefe oyfters ?’ he then de«
‘manded ; ¢ have’you been eating them ">

- % No,fir,” an{fwered he furlily ; ¢ we’re
‘not fo fharp fet; we live in Old Eng-
land; we don’t come from outlandith
countries.”
"This true John Bullifm, Lynmere had
" neither fenfe to defpife, nor humour to
laugh- at; and, ferioufly in a rage, called
out, ¢ Sirrah, I'll break yourbones "> and
lifted up his riding fwitch, with which, as
“well as his -boots, he had re-entered the
~parlour

¢« The Lord be good unto me!” cried
. Sir Hugh, ¢ what new ways are got into
the world! but don’t take it to -heart,
Jacob, for as 1o breaking your bones, after -
all your long fervices, it’s a thing I fha’n’t ~
confent to; 'which I hope my nephew
won’t take ill.” -
. Affronted with the mafter, and enrdged
-with the man, Lynmere f{troamed petu-
VOL. IV. 1 lantly
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lantly up and down the roem, with loud
and marked fteps, that called, or at leaft

difturbed the artention of every one, ex- .

claiming, at every turning, . ¢“.A .con-
founded country this! a villainous coun-
try! nothing to be had in it! I don’t
know what in the world to think of that
there’s any chance I can get!”.

Sir Hugh, recovering, faid he was forry

he was fo badly off ; and defired Jacobnot _

to fail procuring oyfters if they were to be
had within a mile.

“ A mile ?-~-ten miles! fay ten miles
round,” cried Lfnmere,.* or you do no-

¢

thing ; what’s ten miles for a thing of that

fort

¢ Ten miles, nephew? what? at this
time of night! why you don’t think, with
all your travelling, that when they’ve got
ten miles there, they’ll have ten miles to
come back, and that makes-count twenty.””

« Well, fir, and fuppofe it was forty ;
what have fuch fellows to do better 2’

’ P
LRV

——



CAMILLA. . 17s .

Sir Hugh biefled himfelf, and Mr. Dub-
fter faid to Camilla: ¢ So, ma’am, why .
you don’t read ydu‘r letter, neither, no
more than the gentlewoman; however,
I think you may as well fee a little what’s
in it ; though I fup,pofe no great matters,
being from a lady.”

“A lady' what lady #* cried the, and
eagerly taking it from her pocket, faw the
hand-writing of Mrs. Berlinton, and in-
quired how it came into his pofleffion.
 He anfwered, that happening to meet

the lady’s footman, whom he had known
fometlnng of while in bufinefs, as he was
going to put it to the poft, he told him he
was coming to the very houfe, and fo took
it to bring himfelf, the man being rather
in a hurry to go another way; *fo I
thought "twas as well, ma’am,” he added,
.6 to fave you the poftage; for as to a day
-or fo foener or later, I fuppofe it can break
no great fquares, in you ladies letter-
writing.”

Camilla, ‘haftily running it over, found .
it contained a moft prefling repetmon of’
12 invitation
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invitation from Mrs. Berlinton for the
Southampton plan, and information thait
the thould make a little circuit, to.call and
take her up at Cleves, if not immediately
forbidden ; the time fhe named for her ar-
* rival, though four days diftant. from the
date of her letter, wotild be now the fol-
lowing morning.

This feemed, to the agltated fpirits of
-Camilla, an inviting opening to her fcheme.
She gave the letter to her uncle, faying,
in a fluttered maniier, the thould be happy
to accompany Mrs. Berlinton, for a few
.days, if her father thould not difapprove
-the excurf{ipn, and if he could himfelf have
the goodnefs to fpare one of the carriages
to fetch her home, as Southampton was
‘but fixteen miles off.

While Sir Hugh, amazed at this requeft,
yet always unable to pronounce a nega-
tive to what fhe deﬁred ftammered, Edgar
abruptly took leave.

Thunderftruck by his departure, fhe
looked affrighted, after him, with a figh

lmpof.
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impoffible to reprefs ; fhe now firft weighed
the hazard of what fhe was doing, the
deep game fhe was inconfiderately playing.
Would it funder----would it unite them ?----
Tears ftarted into her eyes at the doubt ;
fhe did not hear her uncle’s anfwer; fhe
rofe to hurry out of the room ; but before
fhe could efcape, the big drops rolled faft
down her cheecks; and, when arrived at
her chamber, I have -loft him !> fhe;
cried, by my own unreflelting precipitance;.
¢ I have loft him, perhaps, for ever |”.
-Dr. Marchmont now alfe took leave;
Mr. Dubfter defired he might fpeak with
the baronet the next morning ; and the fa-'
mily remained alone. . - ,

13
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CHAP XIL
Dilentmas.

‘ VV/Eize the baronet was pondering, in
the moft melancholy maaner, upon
this fudden and unexpefted demand of
. abfence in Camnilla, the grim goddefs of
Envy took pofleflion of the fine features
of Indiana; who declared fhe was im-
mured alive," while her coufin went every
where. The cunoﬁty of Lynmere being
- excited, to inquire what was to be had or
~ done at Southampton, he heard it abound-
ed in good company, and good fith, and
protefted he muft undoubtedly fet out for
it the next morning.

Indiana then wept with vexation and
anger, and Mifs Margland affirmed, fhe
was the only young lady in - Hampfhire,
who had never been at Southampton.
Sir Hugh, concluding Edgar would attend ,

Camilla,




CAMILLA. 175

Camilla, feaved it might hurt the other
mnatch to part Eugenia from Clermont ;
and, after a little paufe, though deeply
fighing at fuch a difperfion from Cleves,
confented that they thould all go together,
Camilla, therefore, was commiflioned to
. afkleave of Mr. Tyreld for Eugenia, as well

as for herfelf, and to add a petition from Sir
Hugh, that he and Lavinia weuld fpend the
time of their abfence at Cleves. The ba~
ronet then, of his own accord, afked Dr.
Orkborme to be of the party, that Eu-
genia, he faid, mlgh’t run over her leflons
with him in 2 mosning, for fear of for-

getting them.-

A breach; however, fuch as this, of
plens fo long formed, and z defertion fo
voluntary of his houfe, at the very epoch
he had fettled for rendering its refidence
+he moft defirable, fent him in complete
-difcomfiture to his bed. But there, in a
few hours, his fanguine temper, and the
kindnefs of his heart new modelled and
new coloured the circumftances of his
chagrin. He confidered he fhould have

14 . , full
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full time to prepare for the double mar-
riages ; and that, with the aid of Lavinia,
he might delight and amaze them all,
with new drefles and new trinkets, which
he could now choofe without the torment
of continual oppofition from the docu-
mentifing Mifs Margland. Thus he re-
ftored his plaftic mind to its ufual fatif-,
fation, and arofe the next morning with-.
out a cloud upon his brow. The pure;
defign of henevolence is to beftow happi..
nefs upon others, but its intrinfic reward:
is bringing happinefs home ! _
‘But this fweetnefs of nature, fo aptly’
fupplying the firft calls, and the firft vir.,
tues of philofophy, was yet more feverely
again tried the next morning : for when,’
forgetting the caution he had folemnly
promifed, ‘but vainly endeavoured to ob-.
ferve, he'intimated to Lynmere thefe pur-’
pofes, the youth, blufhing at the idea of
being taken for the deftined hufband of -
Eugenia in public, preferred all rikks to
being followed by fuch a rumour to:
Southampton ; and, when he found fhe
was
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- 'was to be of the party, pofitively declared
the match to be out of all queftion.

Sir Hugh now ftood aghaft. Many had
been his difappointments; his rage for
forming fchemes, and his credulity in per-
fuading himfelf they would be fuccefsful,
were fources not more fertile of amufe-
ment in their projection, than of mortifica~
tion in their event : but here, the length
of time fince his plan had been arranged,
joined to the very fuperficial view he had
taken of any chance of its failure, had
made him, by degrees, regard it as fo-fixed
and fettled, that it rather demanded con-~
gratulation than concurrence, rather waited:
- to be enjoyed than executed. ~

« Lynmere took not the fmalleft mtereﬂ:

in the difmay of his uncle, but, turning
upon his heel, faid he. would go to
the ftables, to fee if he could find fome-
thing that would carry him any better
than the miferable jade he had aounted:
the preceding evening.-

Sir Hugh remained in a kind of ﬁupe-
fadtion. He feemed to himfelf to be be-
15 .reft
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veft of évery purpofe of life; and robbed
-at once, of all view for his actions, all
fybje&t for his thoughts. The wide world,
he beheved, had never, hitherto, given

" birth to a plan fo fagagioufly conceived,

{o rationally combined, fo infallibly fe-
cure: yet it was fallen, cruthed, re-
jected! .

. *»A gleam of funthine, however, ere long,
efyitted upon his defpondence ; it occurred
to:him, that the learned education of Eu-
genia was ftill a fecret to her coufin ; his
whole fcheme, therefore, might perhaps
yet be retrieved, when Lynmere fhould be
informed of the pecuhar preparatlons made
for his conjugal happinefs.

Fetching now a long breath, to aid the
revival of his faculties and his fpirits, he
confidered how to open his-difcourfe fo as
to render it moft impreflive, and then
fent for -Clermont to attend him in his
chamber. ~
. ¢ Nephew,” cried he, upon his en-

‘trance, “¢ I am now going to talk to you
a little in your own way, having fome~
thing
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thing to-tell you of; that, I believe, you
won’t know how to hold cheap, being a
thing that belongs to your ftudies ; that is.
to fay, to your coufin’s ; which, I hope, is
pretty much the fame thing, at leaft as to
the end. Now the caleqf what I have to!
fayis this ; you muft know, nephew, I had,
always fet my heart upon having a rich
hen' but it’s what did not turn out, which
Iam forry enough for; but where’s the
man that’s fo wife. as to know his own
doom? that is, thHe dc_>om of his fortune.
However, that’s what I thould not talk of
to you, having fo little; which, Ihope,
you won ’t take to heart. And, indeed,
it in’t much worth a wife man’s thinking
of, when he han’t.got it, for what’s a
fortune, at bottom, but mere metal ? And -
fo having, as I faid before, no heir, 'm"
forced, in default of it, to take up with
an heirefs. But, to the end -of making
all parties happy, I’'ve had her brought
up in the I’cyle of a boy, for the fake of
your marrymg “her. For which reafon, I
believe, in' point of the claffics” -~

16 .« Me,
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¥ Me, fir I’ cried Lynmere, recovering
from along yawning fit,  and what have _
Ito do with marrying a girl like a boy?
That’s not my tafte, my dear fir, I affure
you. Befides, what has a wife to do with .
the claffics ? will. they fhew her how to
order her table? I fuppofe when I want
to eat, I may go to a cook’s thop I
Here' fubfided, at once, every particle
of that reverence+9ir Hugh had fo long
nourithed for -Clermont Lynmere. To
hear the claffics’ fpoken of with difrelpect,
-after all the pains he had taken, all the
orders he had given for their exclufive
ftudy and veneration, and to find the com-
mon calls of life, which he had believed
every fcholar regarded:but as means of
exiftence, not auxiliaries of happinefs,
named with preference, diftanced, at a
ftroke, all high opinion-of his nephew, and -
made way, ip-its ftead, for a ddpleafure -
- not wholly free from difdain. :
. Well, Clernront,” faid he, after a -
paufe, ¢ I.won’t keep you-any longer,
now I know your mind, which I with I
had
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had known before, for the account of your
coufin, who has had plague enough about -
it in her bringing yp; which; however,
I fhall put an end to now, not feeing that -
any good has come from it.”’

Lynmere joyfully accepted the permif-
fion to retire, enchanted that the rejetion
was thus completely off his mind, and had
incurred only-fo flight a reproof, unac-
companied with one menace, or even re-
monftrance.’

The firlt confternation of Sir Hugh; at
‘the fall of this favourite projet, was, in.
deed, fomewhat leflened, at this moment,
by the fall of his refpetful opinion of its.
principal obje&t. He fent therefore, haftily,
for Eugenia, to whom he abruptly ex-.
claimed, ¢« My dear girl, who’d have:
thought it ? here’s your coufin Clermont,
with all his Greek and Latin, which I be-.
gin to blefs God I don’t know a word of,
turning out a mere common nothing, think-
ing about his dinners and fuppers! for
which reafon I beg youw’ll think of him

- P P . . ‘No
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1o mote, it not being worth your while 3
in particular, as he don’t defire it.” ‘
Eugenia, at this intimation, felt nearly
as much relieved as difturbed. To. be
refufed was, igdeed, fhocking; net to
her pride, fhe was a ftranger to that paf-
fion ; but te her delicacy, which pointed
out to her, in ftrong colours, the impropriety
of having been expofed to fuch a decifion:-
neverthelefs, to find herfelf unfhackled
from an alliance to which fhe-looked for~
- ward with dread, without offending her
uncle, to whom fo many reafons made it
dear, or militating againft her own heroic
fentiments of generofity, which revolted
againft wilfully depriving her coufin of an
inberitance already offered to him, re-
moved a weight from -her mind, which
his every word, look, and gefture, hae
contributed to increafe fince their ﬂrﬁ:
meetmg : .

s
e

» # - *

Dr. Marchmom had 'ndden to Beech:
Park, where he had fpent the mght, though
uninvited
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uninvited by its agitated owner, whom
the very name of Mrs. Berlinton, annexed
to an accepted party of pleafure, had
driven, in fpeechlefs agony, from Cleves.

« [ wonder not,” cried he, “ at your

| difturbance ; I feel for it, gn the contrary,

more than ever, froth my “obfervations of
this evening ; for Inow fee the charm, the
potent charm, as well as the difficulties of
your fituation. This ftrange affair with-
Sir Sedley Clarendel cannot, in common:
forefight of what may enfue from it, be-
pafled over without the mott rigid ferutiny,
and fevereft deliberation ; yet, I fincerely
hope, mquiry may produce fome palli-.
ation : this young lady, I fee, will net

eafily, for fweetnefs, for countenance, for.

every apparent attralion, be replaced:.

“and, the firft of all requifites is certainly

in your favour; it is evident fhe loves
you.””

% Loves me?” cnedEdgar his arms
involuntarily encircling bim as he re-
peated the magnetifing words : < Ah | Dr..
Ma.rch.mont, could fhe then thus grieve

and
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and defy me ?—And yet, fo too faid Jacob,
—that good, faithful, excellent old fer-
vant”’--..

“ Yes; I watched her unremittingly ;'
and faw her fo much hurt by your ab-
rupt retreat, that her eyes filled with tears
the moment you left the room.”

< O, Dr.Marchmont!—and for me '
were they fhed ?—my dear —dear friend !
withhold from me fuch a pi&ure-—or re-
concile me completely to viewing no
.other !”’

¢« Once more, let me warn you to cir-
cumipeétion. The ftake for which you
are playing is life in its beft part, ’tis peace
of mind. That her manners are engag-
ing, that her jlooks are captivating, and
even that her heart is yours, admit no
doubt : but the folidity or the lightnefs of
that heart are yet to be proved.” -

¢ Still, Doltor, though nearly in de-
fiance of all my fenfes, flill I can doubt
any thing rather than the heart of Ca-
- milla! Precipitate, I know, the has always
been reckoned ; but her precipitance is of
kin
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~ Kin to her nobleft'virtues ; it fprings but

from the unfulpicious franknefs of an'
unguarded becaufe innocent nature. And
this, in a fhort time, her underftanding wxll
correlt.”

¢ Are you fure it.is adequate to the
talk ? Thereis often, in early youth, a*
quicknefs of parts which raifes expe&t-’
ations that are never realifed. Their origin
is but in the animal fpirits, which, inftead
of ripening into judgment and fenfe by’
added ‘years, dwindle into nothingnefs, or
harden into flippancy. The charalter, at-
this period, is often fo unftable, as to
be completely new moulded by every.
new accident, or new aflociate.. How
innumerable are the lurking ill qualities”
that may lie dormant beneath the fmiles-
of youth and beauty, in the feafon of their-
untried ferenity ! The contemporaries of
‘half our fierceft viragos of fifty, may afe-
{ure you that, at fifteen, they:were all foft-.
nefs and fweetnefs. ~The prefent &®ra,
however, my dear young friend, is highly . .
favourable to all you can, judicioufly with ;
namely,
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namely, the entire re-eftablifhment, or tetal -
deftruction of all confidence.--To a.man of
your nice feelings, there is no mvedium,
Your love demands refpedt, or your tran-
quillity exa&s flight from its obje&t. Set
apart your offence-at the cultivation of an
acquaintance you difapprove s be yourfelf .
of  the patty to Southampton, and there, a
~ very little obfervation will enable you to
dive into the moft fecret receﬂ'es of her
charaler.” ‘
- ¢ Steadiridfs, Doétor, I do ot want, not
yet, however I fuffer from its exertian, fors.
titude : but 4 plan fuch as this, requizes
fomething miore ; it cails for an equivocal,
conduc, which, to me, would be impraétiv-
cable, and to her, might prove delufive.
No !--e-the opennefs I fo much pifie to meet :
with, I muft, at leaft, not forfeit myfelf.

¢ The fervour of your mtegnty, my deat
Mandlebert, miftakes caution for deceit.
If, indeed, thiy plan had any other view
than your union, it would not merely be
ctuel, but infamous : tlte truth, however,
is, you muft eitlier purfue her upon proof,
ar
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or abandon her at once, with every chance
of repenting fuch a mieafure.”

« Alas! how torturing is hefitation! to .
believe myfelf the obje& of Hher regard---.’
te think that firft of all human felicities
mine, yet to find it fo pliant-~fo preca-
tlous—-to fee her, with fuch thoughtlefs.
~ readinefs, upon the point of falling into the
hands of another !----receiving-~-anfwering:
~-his letters !---letters too o confident, fo-
daring ! made up of infolent demands and:
imperious reproaclies——tc méet him by his-
own appointment----O, Dr. Marchmont !
all delicious as is the idea of her pre.
ference-all entwined as. fhe is around
my foul, how, now, how ever again, can.
"I be happy, either to quit——or to claim
hel: Pares?? :

¢ This divifion of fentiment is what gives -
rife to my plan. At Southampton, you will
fee if Sir Sedley purfues her ; and, as fhe
will be uncertain of your intentions, you
- will be enabled to judge the firiglenefs of
her mind, and the ftability of her affection,
by the rgeeption fhe gives him.”
’ “ But .
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¢ But if---as Tthink I can gather from
her delivering me his letters, the affair,
whatever it has been, with Sir Sedley, is
over,----What then ?”’

¢ You will have leifure to difcufs it
and opportunity, alfo, to fee her with
other Sir Sedleys. Public places abound
with thofe flutterers after youth and beau-
ty ; unmeaning admirers, who figh at every.
new face ; or black traitors tofociety, who -
feek but to try, and try but to pubh(h their
own power of conqueft.

¢ Will you, then, my dear Doétor, be

alfo of the party ? for my fake, will you,
once more, quit your ftudies and repofe,

- to give me, upon the fpot, your counfel,
according to the varying exigence of vary-
ing circumitances ! to aid me to prepare -
and compofe my mind for whatever may

be the event, and to guide even, if poffible,

~ my wavering and diftracted thoughts?”

- To the importance of the period, and to
a plea {o ferious, every obftacle yielded, and

Dr., Marchmont agreed to accompany him

to Southampton. »
)




CAMILLA. 189 -

CHAP. XIL

Live and Learn.

BEFORE the Cleves party affembled to
breakfaft, after the various arrange-
ments made for Southampton, Mr. Dub-
fter arrived, and demanded -an interview
with Sir Hugh, who, attending him to the
drawing-room, afked his pleafure.

¢ Why, have not you read the young
gentleman’s letter, fir?”’ cried he, fur-
prifed, ¢ becaufe, he faid, he’d put it all
down, clear as a pike ftaff, to fave time.”

Sir Hugh had not heard of it.”

¢ Why, then, if you pleafe, fir, we’ll
go and afk that elderly gentlewoman, what
fhe’s done with it. She might as well
have fhewed' it, after the young gentle-
man’s taking the trouble to write it to

her., But fhe is none of the "good na-
turedeft, I take it.”

Repairing,
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for myfelf at laft.”

190 ' CAMILLA.

Repairing, then, to Mifs Margland, after
his ufual bows to all the company, ¢ I
afk pardon, ma’am,” he cried; ¢ but’
pray, what’s the reafon of your keeping
the young gentleman’s letter to yourfelf,
which was writ o’purpofe to let the old
gentleman know what I come for 2’

¢ Becaufe I never trouble myfelf with

any thing that’s impertinent,” fhe haugh-
4ily anfwered : though, in faét, when the

family had retired, fhe had ftolen down
ftairs, and read the letter; which con-
tained a warm recommendation of Mr.
Dubfter to her favour, with abundant flip-
pant offers to promote her own intereft for
fo defirable 3 match, fhould Camilla prove
blind to its advantages. This.the had then
burnt, with a determination riever to ac-
knowledge her condefcenfion in opening it.

The repeated calls of Mr. Dubiter pro-
curing no further fatisfattion; « Why,
then, I don’t fee,” he faid, ¢ but what I’'m
as bad off, as if the young gentleman had -
not writ the letter, for I’ve got to fpeak

Takmg
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* Taking; Sir Hugh, then, by a button of
this coat, he defired he would go back
. with him to the other parlour: and there,

with mych cizcumlocution, and ungualified
declarations of his having given .over all
thoughts of further marrying, tll the
young gentleman over perfuaded him of
his being particular agreeable to the young
lady, he folemnly propofed himfelf for

"Mifs Camilla Tyrold,

Sir Hugh, who.perceived in this addrefs
nothing that was ridiculous, was fomewhat
drawn from reﬂe&ing on his own difap-

_pointment, by the pity he canceived for this

hopelefs fuitor, to whom, with equal i’
cumlocutlon of concern, he commupicated,
that his niece was on thg point of marnage
with a neighbour.

« T know that,” replied Mr. Dubfter,
nodding Jagacieufly, ¢ the young gentle-
man having told me of the young hare-
night; but he faid,it was all againt her will,
being only your over teafing, and the like.”

¢ The Lord be geod unto me!” ex-

- elaimed the baronet, helding up his haa‘d;s ;;‘
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<’if Tdon’t think all the young bo}'s have
a mind to drive me out of my ths, one
after t’other!” -

Hurrying, then, back to the breakfaft
-parlour, and to Camilla, ¢ Come hither,
~ my dear,” he cried, ¢ for here’s a gentle-
~ man come to make his addrefles to you,
that won’t take an anfwer.”

Every ferious thought, and every melan-
choly apprehenfion in Camilla gé.ve place,
at this fpeech, to the ludicrous image of
fuch an admirer as Mr. Dubfter, foifted
upon her by the ridiculous machinations
of Lionel. She took Sir Hugh by the
" hand, and, drawing him away to the moft
. diftant window, faid, in a low voice, ¢ My
‘déar uncle, this is a mere trick of Lionel ;

the perfon you fee here is, Ibeheve,
tinker.”
“ A tinker ! repeated Sir Hugh, quite
" loud, in - defiance of the figns and hifts !
hifts! of Camilla, “ good fack ! that’s‘a
perfon I fhould never have thought of 1”’
- Then, walking up to Mr. Dubfter, who
was taking into his hands all the orna-
o 7 ments
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. ments from the chimney-piece, one.by one,
to examine, * Sir,” he faid, * yon may
be a very good fost of man, and I don’t -
doubt but you -are, for Pve a proper re.
fpe&t for every trade in its way; but in
point of marrying my niece, it's 4 thing I
muft beg you to put out of your head; it
not being a preper fubje& to talk of to 3
'young lady, from a perfon in that line.”

% Very well, fir,” anfwered Mr. Dub-
fter, ftiffly, and pouting, * it’s not of much
confequence ;. don’t: make yourfelf un-
eafy. There’s nothing in what I was going
to propofe but what was quite’ gepteel.
P’d fcorn to addrefs a lady elfe. . She’d
have a good five hundred a-year, in cafe
of outliving me.”

¢ Good lack! five hundred a-yw !
who’d have thought of fuch a thing by the
tinkering bufinefs " :
.« The what bufinefs, did you fay, fir?”
cried Mr. Dubfter, ftrutting up to the bae
‘ronet, with a {olemin frown.
« The “tinkering bufinefs, my good
friend. An’t you a tinker *®
VOL. 1V, K “ Sirl”
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. ¢ Sir!”” cried Mr. Dubfter, fwelling, « 1 .
did not think, when I was coming to make
fuch a handfome offer, of being affronted
at fuch arate as this. Not that I mind it.
It’s not worth fretting about. However,
as to a tinker, I’m no mare a tinker than ~
yourfelf, whatever put it in your head.

% Good lack, 'my dear,” cried the ba-
tonet, to Camilla, < the gentleman quxte
denies it.”

- Camilla, though unabie to reﬁ‘am from
laughlng, confefled  fhe had received: the:
information from Mrs. Arlbery at the
Northwick breakfaft, who, fhe now fup-
pofed, had faid it in random fport. _

Sir Hugh cordially begged his par-
don, and atked him to take a feat at the’
breakfaft table, to foften the undeﬁgned
offence.

A note now arrived from Mr. Tyrold
to the.baronet. It contained his confent
to return, with Lavinia, to Cleves, and his
ready acquiefcence in the little excurfion
to Southampton, fince Mifs Margland
would be fuperintendant of the party;

6 and
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% -and finge,”” he added, «_they willlrgve
anqther .guardian, to whom already %
‘confign my Camilla, and, upon ‘her ac~
count, my dear Eugenia alfo, with the fama
fearlefs confidence I fhould feel .in feeing
them again under the maternal wn}g.’s‘

- Sir Hugh, who-always read :his. let;gxq :
aloud faid, when he had done : “ Seﬁwhat
it is to be a good boy! my. brother dopks
upon young Mr. Edgar as thefe young
girls’ hufband already ; that is, of ong ef
them ; by which means the other becomes

-*his ﬁfter which, I'm fure, isa troul?le hc
won’t: mmd -except as-a pleafure E :

Camilla’s diftrefs at this fpeech pa.(t un-
noticed, from the -abrupt-entrance of Lyn
mere, giving orders aloud to his fenaps
to get ready for Southampton. N

Inflamed. with triumph in his- necmt
fuccefs in baffling his uncle, that youtl\
was in the moft turbulent fpmts, and fixedy

- a refolution either to lord it over the whele
houfe, or regain at once his hherty‘for red
turning to'tfe Continent, . i, fi.i s

K2 Foraing



296 @AMILLA,

2 Forcing a chair between Sir-Hugh and
Camilla; he'feized rapidly whatever looked
moft i inviting from every p}ata oit the table,
to place upon his own, Q@ﬁ-murmg the
whole time againft the hérfes, declaring
the flud the moft wretchy he had ever
feerl; and protefting the 6ld gmom muft
be turned away without lofs of time..

«-\What, Jacob #*’. cried the baronet;
¢ why, nephew, he has lived with me from

aboy: and now he’s grown old, I’d fooner.

rub’'down every horfe with my own hand,
than part with him.”

- ¢ He mult certainly go, fir. There
no keeping him. 1 may be tempted elfe

fo knock his brains out-fome day. " Be.

fides, 1 have a very good fellow I can re-
commend to you of my own.’

-1 ’Clcrmont, Tve no doubt of his being
2 ‘good fellow, which 'm very glad of ;
but as’to your always knocking out the
driins of my fervants, it’s a thing I' muft:
beg -you -not to talk of any more, being.
agamﬂ: the law. . Befides which, it dan’t

found
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bund fery kind of you, confidering their
* having done you no harm ; never having
feen your face, as onemay fay, except juft
to wait upon youj which can hardly be
reckoned a bad office ; befides a fervant’s
being a man, as well as you ; whether Ho-
mer and Horace tell"you fo or no.”

To fee Sir Hugh difpleafed, was aﬁght :
new to the whole houfe. Camilla and
Eugenia, mutually pained for him, en-

deavoured, by various little kind offices,
to divert his attention; but Indiana thought
his difpleafure proved her brother to be
a wit; and Cléermont rofe in fpirits and'
in infolence upon ‘the famde -idea: too
fhallow to know, that of all the qualities
with which the perverfity of human ns-
ture is gifted, the power. which is the moff
- ecommon to attain, and-the mioft eafy to
pradtife, is the art of provcking. =~ -

Jacob now appeanng,»Lynmere ordered
fome fhrimps. R T

_ There were none. oy

< No fhrimps ? There’s nothing to be
had' *Tis a wretched county this !’

K3 “ You'll



S CAMILL A
-« You'll get nice thrimps at Southamps

ton, fir, by what I can hear;” faid Mr.
Dubfter. ¢ Tom Hicks fays he has been
fick with ’em many a day, he’s eat fuch a
heap. They gets ’em by hundreds, and
Jundreds, and hundreds at a time.”

¢ Pray, nephew, how long fhall you
ftay ?. becaufe of my nieces comxng back
at the fame time.”

<« A-fortnight’s enough to tire me any .
where, fir. - Pray what do you all do with
yourfelves here after breakfat? What’s -
your mode ¥’*
. % Mode, nephew ? we've got no parti-
cular mode that ever  heard of. However,
among fo many of us,. I think it’s a little
hard, if you can find nothing to fay to us3
all, in a manner, your relations too.”

« We take nso netice of. relanons now,
fir; that’s out.”
! ¢« Pm forxy for it, nephew, for a re-
lation’s a relation, whether you take notice
of him or not. And there’s ne’er an ode
in Virgil will tell you to the contrary, as I
believe.”
: "A fhort
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. A fhort filence now enfued, which was
broken by-a figh from Sir Hugh, who
ejaculated to himfelf, though aloud, « I
can’t but think what my poor friend Weft-
wyn will do, if his fon’s come home in this
manner ! caring for nobody, but an oy&er,
or a thrimp ;-~-unlefs it’s a newfpaper !”*

¢ And what fhould a man care for elfe,

my goed old friend, ina defart place fuch
as this

“ Good old friend !"* repeated the ba-
_¥onet ; * to -be furé, Pm not very young.
»-—-However, as to that--—~but you mean

no harm, I know, for which reafon I can’t
be fo ill-natured as to take it ill. How-

ever, if poor Weftwyn is ferved in thiss---
way.-~He’s my deareft friend that I've

got, out of us all here, of my own kin,"

and he’s got only one fon, and he fent him
to foreign parts only for cheapnefs ; and
if he fhould happen to like ‘pothing he can
get at ‘home, it won’t” anfwer much in

faving, to fend out for thmgs all day(

’ ‘ Iong b 24

k4 f"Odont'
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O don’t be troubled, fir ; Weﬁwyn s
a poor creature. He'll take up with
thing. He lived within his allowance
whele time. A mighty poor créa-
9 - .

I'm glad of it ! glad of it, indeed I"*
I Sir Hugh, with involuntary eagerx
3 ¢ Ithould have been forry if my

' good old friend liad had ﬁlch dxfapl
tment.”

Upor my hofidur,”” . éried Lynmere,
ed; ¢ the quoz of the prefent feafor
>eyond what 2 man ceuld have hopcd
el {22

'Quoz ! what's quoz, nephéw [

Why, it’s a thing there’s no explain-
:0 you fort of gentlemen ; and fome.
s we fay quiz, my good old fir.” -

r Hugh, now, for almoft' the firft time
is life,, felt ferioufly affropted. Hig
>tt lenity could not’ pthate the wilful
fpe€t of this lahguage ;. and, with &
of grave dlfpleafure, he ‘anfwered,
eally, nephew, I can ’t but fay, I think
you've

’
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gou've got rather a particular odd way of |
fpeaking to perfons. As to talking fo much
wbout people’s being old, you’d do well
to confider that’s no fault in any body ;
except one’d years, which is what we can’t
Be faid to help.” - '

~ % You defcant too much upon words,
fir; we have left off, ‘now, ufing them.
thh fach prodigious preaﬁon. It’s qmte
over, fir.”

. 40, my dear Cle,fmong ® cried Sir
Hugh lofing his fhort movement of an.
ger in a more tendet fenfation of concern,
“ how it goes to my heart to fee you turnt
out fuch 2 jackdnapes!” =
" Lynthere, refentfally hahging back, faid
16 more ¢ and Mr. Dubfter, having drunk
feven dithes of tea, with a long apology
between each for the trouble, gladly feized -
the moment of paufe, to atk Camilla when -
fhe had heard from their friend Mrs. Mit-
#n, adding, I fhould have brought you -
2 letter from her, ma’am, myfelf, But that
1 wis rathet out of forts with hér'; fof

happemng to meet her, the day 4s you
K§ went,
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“went, walking on them Pantiles, with fome

. of her quality binding, when I was not
drefled out quite in my beft becomes, the
anade as if fhe did not know-me. Not as
it fignifies. It’s pretty much of 2 much-
nefs to me. I remember her another fort
of perfon to what fhe looks now, before
T'was a gentleman myfelf.”

~ “ Why, pray, what was you then, ﬁr »
cned Sir Hugh, with great fimplicity.

~¢¢: As to-that, fir, there’s no need to
Tay whether [ was one thing or another,

as I know of ; I’m not in the lea.ﬁaﬂxamed
of what 1 was,”’

Sir Hugh feeing him oﬂ'cnded was be-
' ginning an apology; but, interrupting
him, ¢« No, fir,” he faid, * there’s no
need to fay nothing about it. It’s not a
thxng to take much to heart. I’ve been
defamed pften enough, I hope, to be above
minding it. Only juft tlusbne ﬁr 3
Ibeg I may have the favour to’ be\j

duced to that lady as had the obligi efs

to-call me a tinker, when I never wis no
fuch thmg ”

o | Bréakfa{t

C



© ‘Bredkfift now' being dofie, the ladics:
retxred to prepare for- their jourmey. - -~

Lt Well,” cried Mr. Dubftet, Iookmg‘
after Eugema,’ “: that little lady wﬂl thake
1o gréat figure ‘at fuch a place ‘as South-

ton. ‘I would fiot have’ her look out for a
hufband there.”

¢ She’d have been juft the _thing. for
- me!” cried Lynmere, haughtily n(in,g, and
‘ conceltedly parading his fine form up and
down the room ; his eyes catchmg it from
Jooking-glafs to looking-glafs, by every
poffible contrivanee;  juft the thlng :
matched to perfeétion !”* o

f < Lord help me! if I don’t find’ myfclf
m the dark. about’ every thing ! P cried

Sir Hugh; « -who'd have thought of you

fcholars thinking fo much of beauty ;
fhould be. glad to know what your claﬁics
_fay to that paéine 2

« Fanh, my good. fir, I never trouble
myfelf to afk. From the time we begin our
tours, we wipe away all that ftuff as faft as
poﬁ'ble from our thoughts.” .. |

k6 . “ Why,
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< Why, . pray, nephew, what harm
could it do to your tours "

“ We want room, fir, room in the peri-
At:ramum' As foon as we begin to travel, .
we give up every thing to talte.. And then
we want clear heads. Clear heads, fit; for
pitures, ftatues, buits, alto relievos, baflo

relievos, tablets, monuments, maufo-
lc‘lms” . -
« If you go oh at that rate, nephew,
interrupted Sir Hugh, holding his ears,
4 you’ll put my poor head quite into a
whirligig. And it's none of the decpeft
already, Lord help me
Lynmere now, without ceremony, ‘made
off ;. and Mt. Dubfter, laft alone with the
baroet, faid they might as well procedd
- to bufinefs. * So pray, fir, if I may make -
bold, in the cafe we come to a right un-
derftanding- about the young lady, what
do you propofe to give her down #* -*
Sir Hugh, ftaring; mquxred what he
meant.
« Why, I mean, fir, what fhall you give
her at the firlt?* I know fhé's to have is
14 o all
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'ull at ‘your demife; “but that i'n"t the bird
in the hand. - Now, when once I know
that,l. can make my offers, which fhall be
handfome " or not, according.. And that’s
but fair. So how much can you part
with, fir ¥*
*. & Not a guinea!” cried Sir Hugh with
fome emotion; < I can’t give her _any
.thing! Mr. Edgar: knows that.” '
* % "that’s hard, indeed, fir.. What no-
thing for a fetting out? And, pray, fir, what
may the fum total be upon your demife "
¢« Nota pet!!i’,'ﬁi cried Sir Hugh, with
ftill. more agitation: ¢ Don’t you know
Pve difinherited her ?” :
Tk 'Dxﬂnhented her? why tlus is bad ;

B news enough ! And pray, fir, what for ?”

* « Nothing! She never oEended mg

in thought, word, nor deed !” ’

& Well, that’s odd enough A.nd when
did you'do it, fir ‘
* « Thé tery week the was mine years
old, poor thirig ! * which I fhall never for-
get a5 long as I hve, being my worft
aéhon. . .

: “ Welly
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- © % Well, this is particular enough! And
young ’fquire” Tyrold’s never lieard a
word of it : which is fomewhat of = won:
der. top.””

© ¢ Not heard of it ? why the whole fi-
mily know it! I've fettled every thmgl
was worth in the world upon her younger
Kfter, that you faw fitting by her.” .

4 Well, if Tom Hicks de- not as good
as tell me o ever fo long ago, though the
young ’fquire faid it was all to the contrary:
what for, I don’t unlefs to take
me in. But he won’t find that’ qu;te fo
eafy, afking his pardon, . Mat'rimbny"s a
good thing enough, when it’s to helpa
man forward: but a perfop. muft be a~
fool indéed; to put hnnfelf out of his'way
for nothing:”

He then formally withed the baronet a
good day, and haftened from the houfe,
pu&'ed up with vain glory, at his own fa-
gacious precautions, which had thus hap-
pily faved him from being tricked into un-"
proﬁtable wedlock.

' Mrs.

.



CAMILLA. ,. 207

L]
Mrs. Berlinton now arrived, and, as Ca- °
milla was ready, though trembling, doubt-
ful, apprehenfive of the ftep the was taking,
declined alighting. A general meeting was
to take place at the inn: and the baronet,
putting a twenty pound note into her hand,
with the moft tender blefliggs parted with
his darling niece. And'then, furprifed at not
-feeing Edgar to breakfaft, fent his butler
to tell him the hiftory,of the excurfion.
Lynmere was already fet off on horfe-
back: and the party, confifting of Dr.
‘Orkborne, M!I&gland Indiana, and
‘Eugenia, followed two hours after, in the
coach of the baronet, which drove from
the park as the chaife entered it with Mr.,
Tyrold and Lavinia, to fupply their places.

-
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BOOK VIL

CEHAP L
" A Way ta make Friends..

_WHEN C,armIla appeared, at the halI-
door, a gentleman defcended from:
the carriage of Mrs. BEfljnton, with an air
the moft melancholy, and eyes bent to the
earth, .in the mournful bow with whlch
he offered her his hand ;. though, when he
- had affifted her into- the coacl, he raifed
them, and, turning round, caft upon the
manfion a look of defponding fondnefs,
that immediately brought to her recollec-
- tion young Melmond, the Oxford ftudent,.
and the brother of her new friend..
Mrs. Berlinton received her with ten-
dernefs, folding her to her breaft, and de.-
claring life to be now infupportable without

her.
: The
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The affeion-of Camilla was nearly re-
ciprocal, but her. pleafure had no chance
of equal participation ; nor was the fufpen-
five ftate of her mind the only impediment ;
oppofite to her in the carriage, and immes
diately claiming her attention, was Mrs.
Mittin,

Thie agitating events which had filled up ’
the fhiort intervil of her refidence at Cleves,
- had fo completely occupied every faculty,
thiat, /&M the affair of the horfe mvolved her

ifi new difficulties, her debts had entirely
flbwn her remémbrarice§ and the dxﬁreﬂ‘
ing- fcénes which lmmcdtately facceeded
to-thizt forced recolle@ion, made its- duraJ
ion a8 fhort as #t was drkfome; but the
fight of * Mrs. Mittin brought it back with
vislence to her miemory, and flathed it,
with fthame, upon her confcience.

" The twenty pounds, however, juft given

her by Sir Hugh, occurred at the fame

moment to her thoughts; ‘and fhe deter-
mined to repair her negligence, by appro~
priating it into parcels for the payment of

- v
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~ all flre owed, before the fuffered fleep agam
to dofe her eyes.

Mrs. Berlinton mformed her; that both
herfelf and her brother had been fum-
moned to Southampton to meet Mrs.
Eéton, the aunt by whem fhe had been
educated, who had juft arrived there from
Wales, upon fome fecret bufinefs, neceflary
for her to hear, but which could not_be
tevealed by letters.

. Thej journey, though in 1tfelf ihott and
- pleafant, proved to Camilla long-and wea-
rifome ; the beauties of the profpeét were
acknowledged by her eye, but her mind,
dead to pleafure, refufed to give them their .
anerited effect.. To the charms of naturg .
fhe could not be blind ; her fervent imagis
nation, and ‘the leifons of heryouth, com-
bined to do them juftice ; but fhe-thought .
not of them at this.moment ; hill, vale, or
plam, were uninterefting,, however beauti~
ful ;, it was Edgar fhe looked for; Edgar,
who thus coldly had fuffered her to depart,. .
but who ftill, it was poflible, might pur~
' fm;, and hope, ever attive, pamtcd him,,
. ) as

~
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as fhe proceeded, in every diftant obje&t
that caught her eye, whether living or in-
animate, brightening, from time to time,
the rofes of her cheeks with the felicity of
a fpeedy reconciliation; but upon every
near approach, the flattering error was de-

" tefted, and neither hill, vale, nor plain,

could difpel the difappointment. A fine -
country, and diverfified views, may foften

~ -even the keeneft afflitiop of decided mif-

fortune, amd tranquilife the moft gloomy
fadnefs into refignation and compofure; but
fufpenfe rejects the gentle palliative’; ’tis -
an abforbent. of the faculties that fuffers
them to fee, hear; and feel only its own
perplexity ; and the finer the fibres of the
fenfibility on which it feizes, the more ex-
clufive is'its defpotifin ; doubt, in a fervent
mind, from the rapidity of its evolutions
between fear inf its utmoft defpondence,
and hope in its fulleft rapture, is little

fhort of torture.

They drove immediately to an elegant
houfe, fituated upon a fmall eminence, half .
a mile without the town of Southampton,

. which



ai2 ., CAMILLA.

which had already been fecured ; and Mrs.
. Berlinton, as-foon as fhe had chofen the

~ pleafanteft apartment it afforded for Ca«
milla, and fuffered Mrs. Mittin to choofe the

" next pleafant for herfelf, went, accompa-

nied by her brother, to the lodging of Mrs..
Ecton. . :
Left alone, Camilla ftationed herfelf at
a window, believing fhe meant to look at
the profpeét; but her eye, faithful to her
heart, roved up and down the high road, .
- and took in only chaifes or horfemen, till
Mrs. Mittin, with her cuftomary-familiarity,.
came into the room. ¢ Well, my dear
mifs,” " fhe cried, * you’ré welcome ‘to-
Southampton, ‘and welcome to Mrs. Ber~
linton; fhe’s a nice lady as ever I knew ;:
T {uppofe you’re furprifed to fee us fo great
_ together? but I'll tell you how it came
about. You muft know, juft as you was-
gone, 1 happened to be in the book fhop:
when fhe came in, and afked for a book ;:
the Peruvar Letters fhe called it; ;» and. it.
was not at home, and fhe looked quite-
vexed, for fhe faid the bad looked the cas. -
telogue

N
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‘ talogue up and down, and faw nothmg elfe
the’d 4 mind to; fo I thought it would be -
a good opportunity to oblige her, and be a
way to make a prodigious genteel acquaint-
ance befides; fo Itook down the name, and
- 1 found out the lady that had got the book,
~ and I made her a vifit, and I told her it was
particular wanted by a lady that had a
reafon ; fo fhe let me have it, and I took
it to my pretty lady, who was fo pleafed,

fhe did not know how to thank me: So
this got me footing in the howfe; and
there I heard, amongft her people, the was
coming to Southampton, and. wis to cylt
for you, my dear mifs; fo when I found
fhe had not her coach full, T afk’d her to
give me a caft; for 1 told her youw’d be
particular glad to fee me, as we’d fome bu-
finefs to fettle together, that was a feoret
between only ustwo; fo the faid the would

do any thing to give you pléafure; fothen

I made free to afk her to give me a night’s
lodging; till I could find out fome friend to
be at; for Pd a vaft mind to come to
Snouthampton, as I could do it fo reafon-
. able,

N 4



214 CAMILLA.

able, for I like'to go every where. And I
dare fay, my dear mifs; if you’ll tell her .
*twill oblige you, fhe’ll make me the come
pliment to let We ftay all the time, for I
know nobody here; though I don’t fear
making friends, go where I'will. . And you
know, my dear mifs, you can do no lefs by
me, confidering what I’ve done for you ;
for I’'ve kept all the good people quiet
about your debts; and they fay you may
pay them when you will, as I told them you
~was fuch a rich heirefs ; which Mr. Dub-
fter let me into the fecret of, for he had
had it from your brother.” ‘
Camilla now experienced the extremeft
repentance and fthame, to find herfelf in-
volved in any obligation with a chara&er
fo forward, vulgar, and encroaching, and
to impofe fuch a perfon, through the abufe
of her name and influence, upon the time
and patience of Mrs. Berlinton.
" The report fpread by Lionel the imme-
diately difavowed, and, producing her
twenty pound bank note, begged Mrs.
" Mittin would have the -goodnefs to get it .
6 B changed
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changed for her, and fo dxfcharge her ac-

eounts without delay.

Surpnfed by this readingfs, and fruck
by *the view of the note, Mrs. Mittin

‘imputed to mere referve the denial of her
expé‘&ed wealth, but readily promifed to,

get in the bills, and fee her clear..

Camilla would now have been left alone
but ‘Mrs. Mittin thought of nothing lefs
than quitting, her, and fhe knew not how
to’bid her depart. ‘It was uncertain when
Mrs: Berlinton could return; to obviate,
therefore, in fome meafure, the fatigue of

fuch converfation, Camilla propofed :

walkmg L
It was ftill but two o clock and the

‘aweather was delicious ; -every place that

opened to ziny view, prefented fome pro-
fpett that was allurmg 7 - Camilla, notwith-
ftanding her anxiety, was caught, and at
intervils, at leaft, forgot all thhm, from
admiration of all without. -

- Mrs. - Mittin " led, lmmedxately to the

- town; -and Camilla’ was ftruck with its

\

neatnefs, and furprifed by it§ populoufnefs.

Mrs.,
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- Mrs, Mittin affured her it was nothing to
London, and only withed fhe could walk
her from Charing-crofs to Temple-bar,
- juft to thew her what it was to fee a little

| . of the world.

. “ But now, my dear,”’ fhe cried, “ the
thing is to find out what we’ve got to look.
at; fo don’t let’s go on without knowing
what we're about; however, thefe fhops
are- all fo monftrous . fmart, ’twill be a

* pleafure to go into them, and atk the
good people what there’s to fee in the
town.” o

This pretext proved fo fertile to her of
entertdinment, in the opportunity it afford- -
ed of taking a near view of the various
. commodities expofed to file, that while the
entered almoft- every Jhop, with inguiries
- of what was worth fesing, fhe attended
0 no anfwer nor information, but havi
examined and admired all the goods
‘within fight or, reach, walked off, to
obtain, by fimilar means, -a fimilar pri-
vilege further on ; boafting to Camilla,
that, by this clever device they might fee

— . . ' N &
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all that was fmarteft, without the expence:
_of buying any thing. '
It is poffible that this might fafely have .
been repeated, from one end of the town
to the other, had Mrs. Mittin been alone ;
_and fhe feemed well difpofed to make the
_experiment ; but. Camilla, who, abfent
_and abforbed, accompanied without heed-
ing her, was. of a figure and appearance
‘not quite fo well adapted for indulging
.with impunity fuch unbridled curiofity.
. The thopkeepers, who, according to their
feveral taftes or opinions, gave their di-
retions to the churches, the quays, the
market-place, the antique gates,  the town-
hall, &c. involuntarily looked at her as
they anfwered the queftioner, and not fa-
tisfied with the fhort view, followed to the
“door, to look again; this prefently pro-
‘duced an effed, that, for the whole length
.of the High-ftreet, was awmply ridiculous ;

v

* every one perceiving that, whatloever had
" . -been his recommendation, whether to the

right, to the left, or ftraight forward, the
two inquirers went no further than into
VOL. IVe » N the
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the next mop, whence they regularly drew
forth either the mafter or the man to make
--another ftarer at their fingular proceeding.

Some fuppofed they were only feeking to
- attraét nofice; others thought they were
" deranged in mind ; and others, again, ima-
‘gined they were fhoplifters, and haftened
‘back to their counters, to examine what
“was miffing of their goods
Two men of the two laft perfuaﬁons
communicated to one another their opi-
‘nions, each fuftaining his own with a pofi-
* tivenefs that would have ended in a quar-
rel, had it not been accommodated by a
'wager. To fettle this became now fo im-
_portant, that bufinefs gave way to fpecula-
tion, and the contending parties, accom-
panied by a young perfumer as arbitrator,
* leaving their affairs in the hands of their
~wives, or their dometftics, iffued forth from
* their repofitories, to purfue and watch the
-curious travellers ; laying bets by the way
at almoft every thop as they proceeded, titl
~ they reached the quay, where the ladies
made a full ﬁand and their followers
) -8 © -opened
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opened a confultation how beft to decxde
the conteft.

'Mr. Firl, a fagacious old linen-draper,
who concluded them to be thoplifters, de-

"clared he would keep aloof, for he fhould

dete&t them beft when they leaft fufpected
thcy were obferved.

Mr. Drim;-a gentle and fimple habet-
dather, who believed their fenfes. difor-
dered, made a circuit to face and examine
them, frequently, however, looking back,
to fee that no abfconding trick was played
kim by his friends. When he came up
to them, the penfive and abforbed look of
Camilla ftruck him as too particular to be
natural; and in Mrs. Mittin he imme-
diately fancxed he perceived fomethmg
wild, if not infane. In truth, an opinion
preconceived of her derangement might
eafily authorife ftrong fufpicions of con-
firmation, from the contented volubility
with which fhe inceffantly ran on, without
waiting for anfiverers, or even lifteners;
and his obfervation had ‘not taught hxmg

L2 that
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" ¢hat thé loquacious defire only to fpeak.

‘They exa¢t time, not attention.

" M. Mittin, foon obferving the curiofity
‘with which he examined them, looked

~at him fo hard in return, talking the

4

+ ‘whole time,in a quick low voice, to Ca-

milla, upon his oddxty, that, ftruck with
‘a direful panic, in the perfuafion fhe was
inarking him for fome mifchief, he rurned

“fhort about to get back to his companions ;

Jeaving Mrs. ‘Mittin with precifely the fame
-opinion of himfelf whlch he had imbibed
of her.

¢« Well, my dcar,” cried the, “ this is
one of ‘the moft miraclous adventures

“Tve met with yet ; as fure as you’re alive
“that man that ftares fo is not right in the

head! for elfe what fhould he run away
for, all in fuch a hurry, after looking at us

_{o particular for ndthing? I'll affure you,

I think the beft thing we can do, is to get -

" off as faft as we can, for fear of the worft.”

‘They then fped their way from the

quay; but, in turning down the firft paf-

7 fage
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fage to get out-of fight, they were led into
one of the little rooms prepared for the ac-
commodation of bathers.

- This feemed fo fecure, as well as plea~
fant, that Camilla, foothed by the tranquil-
lity with which fhe could contemplate the
noble Seuthampton water and its fine
bankspfat down at the window, and defired,
not to walk any further, :

‘The fright with- which. Mr. Drim had‘
retreated, gained no profelyte to his opi«
nion; Mr. Girt, the perfumer, aflertedy
fignificantly, they were only idle travellers,
of light charaéter ; and Mr. Firl, when in:.
dodging them, he faw they went into a ba-
thing room, offered to double his wager,
that it was to make fome affortment oﬁ
their fpoil. = ’

-This was accepted and it was agreed’
thdt one fhould faunter in the adjoining:
paffages to fee which way they turned upon
coming out, while the two others thould
patrole the beach, to watch their dlfap-
pearance from the windows..

L3 ‘ Mrs.
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Mrs. Mittin, meanwhile, was as much
amufed, though with different objetts, as
~ Camilla. A large mixt party of ladies and
gentlemen, who had ordered a veffel for
failing down the water, which was not yet
ready, now made their appearance; and
their drefs, their air of enjoyment, their
outcries of impatience, the frifky gatety of
fome, the noify merriment of others, -
feemed:to Mrs. Mittin marks of fo much -
grandeur and happinefs, that all her.
thoughts were at work to devife fome coni-_
trivance- for becoming of their acquainit-
ance. o -

Camilla alfo furveyed, but almoft with-
out feeing them; for the only image of her
“mind now unexpectedly met her view; .
- Dr. Marchmont and Edgar, juft arrived,
- had patrolled to the beach, where Edgar,
whofe eye, from his eagernefs, appeared
to be every where in a moment, imme-
- diately perceived her ; they both bowed,
and Dr. Marchment, amazed by the air
and figure of her companion, inquired if

Mrs. Berlinton had any particularly vulgar -
relation
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relation to whom fhe was likely to comumit
her fair gueft.

Edgar, who had feen only herfelf coukd
not now forbear another glance; but the
afpe& of Mrs. Mittin, without Mrs. Berlin-
ton, or any other more dignified or fitting
proteCtrefs, was both unaccountable and
unpleafant to him; he recollected having
feen her at Tunbridge, where the carelefs
temper, and negligent manners of Mrs,
Arlbery, made all approaches eafy, that
anfwered any purpofe of amufement or ri-
dicule ; ; but he could not conceive how
Mrs. Berlinton, or Camilla herfelf, could ‘
be joined by fuch a companion. '

. Mr. Firl, having remarked thefe two
gentlemen’s bows, began to fear for his -
_ wager ; yet, thinking it authorifed him to
feek fome information, approached them,
and taking off his hat, faid: ¢ You feem
to be noticing thofe two ladies up there;
pray, gentlemen, if you’ve no obje&ion,
who may they be ?** ‘

“ Why do you aﬂc Sn' ? cried Edgar,
fternly.
. L4 “ Why,
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- « Why, we’ve a wager depending upon
them, fir, and I believe there’s no gentle-
man will refufe to help another abouta
wager.” Co.

- <« A wager ! repeazed Edgar, wxfhrng,

| _but _vainly, -to ‘manifeft no curiofity;

¢ what inducement could you have to Iay
a wager about them ¢ P
¢ Whys, I believe, fir, there’s nobody’s .
a’ better judge than me what I've laid
about ; though I may be out, to be fure,
_ if you know ‘the ladies; but I’ve feen fo
‘much of their tricks, in. my time, that they
.muft be pretty tharp before they’ll over-
reach me.’ :
“ What tricks? who muft be iharp’
who are you talking of 2’
¢ Shoplifters, fir.”
« Shoplifters! what do you mean ?”
¢ No harm, fir; I may be out, to be
fure, as: I fay; andif fo, I alk pardon;
only, as we’ve laid the wager, I think I
may {peak before I pay.”
The curiofity of: Edgar would have been
converted into ridicule, had he been lefs
: - uneafy
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uneafy at feeing with' whom Camilla was
thus aflociated ; Mrs, Mittin might cery
tainly be a worthy woman, and, if fo, muft
merit every kindnefs that could be thewn
her; .but her air and manner fo ftrongly
difplayed the low bred fociety to -which -
the had been accyftomed, that he forefaw
nothmg but i improper acquaintance, or der
meaning adventures, that could enfue from.
fuch a connettion at a public place.

Dr. Marchmont demanded what had.
given rife to this fufpicion.
~ -Mr. Firl anfwered, that they had .been
into every thop in the town, routing over
every body s beft goods, yet not laymg out.
a penny.

Nothing of ‘this could’ Edgar compre--
Hend, except that Camilld had fuffered her--
felf to be led about by Mrs. Mittin, en--
tirely at her pleafure; but all further in--
quiry was ftopt, by the voluntary and pert.
junétion of Girt, the young perfumer, who, .
‘during this penod had by no means been.
idle ; for perceiving, in the group waiting
for a. veffel, a certain cuftomer by whom:

< L g, he
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he knew fuch a fubject would be well re-
~ ceived, he contrived to excite his curiofity
to afk fome queftions, which could only be
fatisfied by the hiftory of the wager, and
his own opinion that both parties were out.

This drew all eyes to the bathing room ;
and new bets foon were circulated, confift-
ing of every defcription of conjetture, or
even poffibility, except that the two objets
in queftion were innocent: and for that,
in a fet of fourteen, one only was found
who defended Camilla, though her face
feemed the very index of purity, which ftill
more ftrongly was painted upon it than
beauty, or even than youth. Such is the
prevalent difpofition to believe in general
depravity, that while thofe who are debafed
themfelves find a confolation in thinking
- others equally worthlefs, thofe even, who
are of a better fort, nourith a fecret vanity
- in fuppofing few as good as themfelves;
and fully, without refleion, the fair can~
dour of their minds, by aiding that infi
-dious degeneracy, which robs the commu-
ity of all confidence in vmue.

"The
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The approach of the perfumer to Edgar

had all the hardinefs of vulgar elation, be-
ftowed, at this moment, by the recent en-.

couragement of having been permitted to
propagate his facetious opinions in a fociety
of gentlefolks; for though to one only
amongft them, a young man of large for-
tune, by whom he was particularly pa-
tronifed, he had prefumed verbally to ad-
drefs himfelf, he had yet the pleafure to
hear_his account repeated from one to an:
other, till not a perfon of the company

“efcaped hearing it.

¢ My friend Firl’s been telling you, I

. fuppofe, fir,” faid he, to Edgar, ¢ of . hls _}

foolifh wager ? but, take my word for it----"*

Here Edgar, who again had irrefiftibly
looked up at the room, faw that three gen~
tlemen had entered it ; alarmed left thefe
furmifes thould be produétive of jmperti-

‘nence to Camilla, he darted quick from

the beach to her immediate protection.
But the rapidity of his withes were ill

:feconded by the -uncertainty of his foot-

L6 fteps ;
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fteps ; and while, with eyes eagerly wan-
dering all around, he hattily puthed for-
ward, he was ftopt by Mr. Drim, who told
him to take care how he went on, for, in
one of thofe bathing houfes, to the beft of
his belief, there were two crazy women,
one melancholy, and one ftark wild, that
had juft, as he fuppofed, efcaped from their
keepers.

¢ How fhall I find my way, then, to
another of "the bathmg houfes ?”’ cried
Edgar.

Mr. Drim undertook to thew him where
he might' turn, but faid he muft not lofe
fight of the door, becaufe he had a bottle
of port depending upen it ; his neighbour,
Mr. Firl, infitting they were only fhop-
lifters.

Edgar here ftopt fhort and ftared.

Drim then affured him it was what he
could not believe, as nothing was miffing';
though Mr. Firl would have it that it was -
days and days, fometimes, before people
found out what was gone ; but he was fure,

himfelf,
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himfelf, they were touched in the head, by
their going about fo wild, afking every body
the fame queftions, and minding nobody’s
anfwers.

Edgar, convinced now Camilla was
here again implicated, broke with difguft
from the man, and ruthed to the door he:
charged him to avoid. .
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CHAP IL .
b A Rage of Obliging.

AMILLA, from the inftant fhe had pez-
ceived Edgar, had been in the utmoft
emotion, from doubt if his' journey were
to feek a reconciliation, or only to return
her letters, and take'a lafting farewel. Her
firft feeling at his fight urged her to retire :
but fomething of a fofter nature fpeedily
interfered, reprefenting, if now he fhould
join her, what fuffering might mutually
be faved by an immediate conference. She
kept, therefore, her feat, looking fteadily
ftraight down the water, and denying
herfelf one moment’s glance at any thing,
or perfon, upon the beach : little imagining
fhe ingroffed, herfelf, the attention of all »
who paraded it. But, when the infinua.
tions of the flippant perfumer had once
. made her looked at, her beauty, her ap. -
parently unproteted ‘fituation, and the
: ' account
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account of the wager, feemed to render her

an obje&t to_be ftared at without fcruple.

Mrs. Mittin faw how much they were .

obferved, but Camilla, unheeding her re-
marks, liftened only to hear if any foot-

fteps approached ; but when, at laft, fome

ftruck her ears, they were accompanied by
an unknown voice, fo loud and clamor-

" oufly jovial, that, difturbed, fhe looked -

round----and faw the door.violently flung
open, and three perfons, drefled like gen-

. tlemen, force their way into the fmall

dwelling place.

. Mr. Halder, the leader of this triumvi-
rate, was the particular patron of Girt, the
young perfumer ; and, though his fuperior

" in birth and riches, was fcarcely upon a

par with him, from wilful negle&, in edu-
cation; and undoubtedly beneath him in
decency and condu&®, notwithftanding
young Girt piqued himfelf far lefs upon

fuch fentimental qualifications, than upon’

his fkill in cofmetics, and had lefs refpe&
for unadulterated morals, than unadulte-
rated powder.

' The
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The fecond who entered, was, in every
particular, ftill lefs defenfible: he was a
peer of the realm; he had a daughter
‘married, and his age entitled .him to be the:
grandfather of young Halder. In point
of fortune, fpeculatifts deemed them equal ;-
for though the eftate of Halder was as yet
unincumbered with the mortgages that
hung upon that of Lord Valhurft, they
computed, with~ great exaCmefs, the term.
of its fuperiority, fince already he had inx
lifted in the jockey meetings,. and belonged.
to the gaming clubs.

The third, a young man of a ferious,.
but pleafing demeanour, was rather an:-
attendant than a partner-in this intrufion..
He was the only one of the whole party
to whom the countenance of Camilla had
announced innocence ; and when Halder,
inﬁigated by the aflertions-of the facetious -
Girt, propofed the prefent meafure, and
Lord Valhurft, caught by the youthful
beauty of the fair fubjet of difcuffion, ac--
ceded, thisfingle champion ftood forth, and

modeﬁly, yet firmly, declaring his opinion
they
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.they were miltaken, 'accompénied them -
with 4 view to prote&t her, if he himfelf

‘were right.

Boifteroufly entering, Halder addrefled
at once to Camilla, fuch unceremonious |
praife of her beauty, that, affrighted and -
offended, fhe haftily feized the arm of Mrs.
Mittin, and, in a voice of alarm, though
with an air of command that admitted no
doubt of her ferioufnefs, and no appeal
from her refolution, faid, * Let us go-
home, Mrs. Mittin, immediately.” ‘

Simple as were thefe words, their man-
ner had an effe¢t upon Halder to awe and
diftance him. Beauty, in the garb of vir-
tue, is rather formidable than attralive to-
thofe who are natively unenlightened, as
well as habitually degenerate: though,
over fuch as have ever known better fenti-
ments, it frequently retains its primeval
pawer, even in their darkeft declenfion of
depravity.

But while Halder, repulfed, ftood back,
and the young champion, with' an air the
moft refpe&ful, made way for her to pafs ;

Lord
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Lord Valhurft, fhutting the door, planted .
himfelf againtt it.

Seeing terror now take pofleffion of every
feature of her face, her determined pro-
teCtor called out : ¢ Make way, my Lord,.
Ibeg!” and offered her his hand. But
Camilla, equally frightened at them all,
fhrunk appalled from his affiftance, and
turned towards the window, with an in-
tention of demanding help frem Edgar,
whom fhe fuppofed ftill on the beach j
but the peer, flowly moving from -the
door, faid he was the laft to mean to dif-
concert the young lady, and only wifhed
to ftop her till he could call for his car.,
riage, that he might fee her fafe wherever
the withed to go.

Camilla had no doubt of the fincerity
of this propofal, but would accept no aid
from a ftranger, even though an old man,
while fhe hoped to obtain that of Edgar.
" Edgar, however, fhe faw not, and fear is
generally precipitate;: fhe concluded him
gone; concluded herfelf deferted, and,

" from knowmg neither, equally fearing both
the
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the young men, inclined towards Lord
Valhurft; who, with delighted furprife,
"was going to take her under his- care,
when Edgar ruthed forward.

The pleafure that darted into her eyes
announced his welcome. Halder, from®
his reception, thought the enigma of his.
own ill fuccefs folved; the other youth,
fuppofing him her brother, no longer
fought to interfere; but Lord Valhurit
exhibited fighs of fuch irrepreffible mortifi-
cation, that inexperience itfelf could not
miftake the difhonourable views of his of
fered fervices, fince, to fee her in fafety,
was fo evidently not their purpofe. Ca-

milla, looking"at him with the horror he -

fo juftly excited, gave her hand to Edgar,

* who had inftantly claimed it, and, without

one word being uttered by elther, haftily .

walked away with him, nimbly accom-
panied by Mrs, Mittin.

- The young man, whofe own mind was
. fufficiently pure to make him give eafy
credit to the purity of another, was fhocked-
_at his undeferved implication in fo grofs
: ~an
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an attack, and at his failure of manifeftc
ing the laudable motive which had made
him one of the triumvirate ; .and, looking
after her with mingled admiration and-
concern, " * Indeed, gentlemen,” he cried,
¢ you have been much to blame. You
have affronted a young lady who carries
in the whole of her appearance the marks .
of meriting refpeét.”

The fenfibility of Lord Valhurft was not.
of fufficient magnitude to feparate into two-
courfes : the little he pofleffed was already >
occupled by his djfappointment, in lofing"
the beautiful prey he believed juft falhng-
into his hands, and he had 'no emotion,
therefore, to beftow upon his young re-
prover. But Halder, who, to want of feel-
ing, added want of fenfe, roared out, with
rude raillery, a grofs, which he thought:.
witty attack, both of the defender and the
" defended. i

The young man, with the proud probity
of unhackneyed fentiment, made a vindi--
catlon of his uncorrupt intentions ; which

'produced but louder mirth, and <oarfer
mcreduhty.
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incredulity. The conteft, however, was
.wholly unequal ; one had. nerves of the
moft irritable delicacy; the other had never
-yet, by any fenfation, nor any accident,
- ‘been admonifhed that nerves made any

part-of the human compofition : in pro-
portion, therefore, as one became more
“offended, the other grew more callous,
.till the chivalry of indignant honour, caft-
.img prudence, “fafety, and forbearance
- away, ditated a hafty challenge, which
was accepted with a horfe laugh of brutal
fenfeleflnefs of danger. - ‘Courage is of
. amother defcription., It rifks life with
heroifm ; but it is only to preferve or pur-
fue fomething, withont which the charm
of life were difldlved # it meets death with

fteadinefs ; but it prepares. for 1mmortahty
“with reverence and emotion.

- * * ® %

Edgar and Caniilla continued their walk
“in a filence painful to both, but which
neither knew how firft to break ; ] each
wdhed with earneftnefs an opemng to-

communica«
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communication and confidence ; but, mu-
‘tually thocked by the recent adventure,
Edgar waited the abfence of Mrs. Mittin,
to point out the impropriety and infuffi-
ciency of fuch a guard ; and Camilla, ftill -
‘aghalt with terror, had no power of any
fort to begin a difcourfe. '
Their taciturnity, if not well fupplied,
was, at leaft, well contrafted by the volu-
bility of Mrs. Mittin, which, as in the ba-
thing houfe it had been inceflant, in de-
claring, to the three intruders,. that both
fhe and the other young lady were perfons
of honour, was now no lefs unremitting
in boafting how well fhe had checked and
kept them in order.

The horror of the attack fhe had juft
efcaped became foon but a fecondary fuf-
fermg to Carnilla, though, at the moment,
it had imprefled her more terribly than any
aCtual event of her life, or any f{cene her
creative imagination had ever painted;
yet, however dreadful, it was now palt;
but who could tell the end of what re-
mained ! the mute diftance of Edgar, her

Y uncertainty

”
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uncertainty of his intentfons, her fufpicions

of his wifhed feceflion, the fevere tafk fhe
thought neceffary to perform of giving

} _ him his liberty, with the anguifh of a total

inability to judge whether fuch a ftep
would recall his tendernefs, or precipitate

his retreat, were fuggeftions which quick -

fucceeded, and, in a very fhort time, wholly
- domineered over every other.

When they arrived at the houfe, Edgar
demanded if he might hope for the honour
of being prefented, as a friend of the family,
to Mrs. Berlinton.

Reviving, though embarrafled, fhe

looked affent, and ‘went forward to inquire
- if Mrs. Berlinton were come home.

- The fervant anfwered no ; but delivered
. her a letter from that lady; fke took it

-with a look of diftrefs whether or not to
invite Edgar to enter, which the, at this

period, welcome officioufnefs of Mrs. Mit-_

tin relieved, by faying,  Come, let us all

"come in, and make the parlour a little com-
fortable againft Mrs. Berhnton comes

home ;

-
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home ; for, I dare fay, there’s nothing as
it fhould be. Thefe lodging-houfes always
want a heap of things one never thinks of
before hand.” .
They then- all three entered, and Mrs.
Mittin, who faw, the fuid, a thoufand ways
by which he might ferve and oblige Mrs.
‘Berlinton, by various fuggeftions, and even
diretions, which fhe hazarded againft her
-return, bufied herfelf to arrange the two
 parlours toher fatisfaltion ; and, then, went
up ftairs, to fettle, alfo, all there ; making
‘abundant apologies for leaving them, and
affuring them' the would be back again as
foon as fhe poflibly could get all in order.

Her departure was 2 moment of extreme
confiifion t6 Camilla, who confidered it as
_an invitation to her great fcheme of rejec-
tion, but who ftammered fomething upon
_ every other fubject, to keep that off. She
looked' at her letter, wandered what it
_could ¢onfain, <could not imagine why
- Mrs. Berlinton| fhould write when they
:muft fo foon meet; and fpent in conjec-
« tures upon its contents the time which
Edgar
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Edgar befought her to beftow upon their
perufal.

Nothing gives fo much ftrength to an
adverfary as the view of timidity in his
.opponent. Edgar grew -prefently coms
pofed, and felt equal to his purpofed ex-
‘poftulation.

% You decline reading your letter till 1
am gone ?*’ cried he ; ¢ I muft, ‘therefore,
‘haften away. Yet; before I go, I earneftly
with once more to take upon me the office
formerly allowed me, and to reprefent;
with fimple fincerity, my apprehenfions
upon what 1 have obferved this morning.”

The beginning of this fpeech had made
Camilla break the feal of her letter ; but
~ its conclufion agitated her too much for
- reading it. '

« Is this fence,” faid he; trying ‘to
finile, % to reprefs me as arrogant,----or to
. difregard me as impertinent ?”’

< Neither!” fhe-anfwered, forcing her-
felf to look towards him: with cheerfulnefs ;
© 4 it is merely-—--attention.”

VOL. IVs M . % You
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< You are very good, and I will try te
be brief, that I may put your’patience to

* no longer proof than I can avoid. You
know, already, all I can urge concerning

. Mrs. Berlinton ; how little I wonder at the

promptnefs of your admiration ; yet how
greatly I fear for the permanence of your
" efteem. In putting yourfelf under her
immediate and fole proteion, you have
fhewn me the complete diffonance. of our
judgments upon this fubjeét ; but I do not
forget that, though you had the goodnefs
-to hear me, you had the right to decide
for yourfelf. Truft indeed, even againft
' warmng, is fo far more amiable than fuf-

picion, that it muft always, even though .

. it prove unfortunate, call for praife rather
than cenfure,” .

The’ confufion’ of Camilla was now
-converted into felf-reproach. What the
thought coldnefs, the had refented ; what
. appeared to her to be haughtinefs, fhe had
refifted ; but truth, in the form of gentle-

nefs, bmnght her inftantly to reafon, and
: reafon

™ i
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. reafon could only refume 1ts iempire, to
 reprefent as rath and 1mpmdent 3n expe-
dition fo repugnant, in its circumftances,
2o the withes and opinjons- of the perfon
_ whofe, approbation was moft effential to
. her happinefs. - Edgar. had ‘paufed; and
- her every impulfe led to a candid recog- -
- nition of what fhe feltto be wrong ;. but
- her precanous fituation with him, the re~
..port of his intended flight by Jacob, the
letters ftill detained of Sir Sedley Claren-
.del, and no explanation demanded, by
. which ihe could gather if his phghted ho-
“nour were not riow his only tie with her,
curbed her defign, depreffed her courage,
and, filently, fhe let him proceed.

s Upon this fubjec, therefore, I muft
fay no more, except to hinta with, thit the
apprehenﬁons which” firlt induced meto .
. name it may, unbidden, occur as timely
heralds to exertion, fhould any untoward
cnrcumﬁances point to danger, ala.rm, or

© impropriety,”

Fhe new, but ﬁrong fncndﬂup of Ca.

mxlla was alarmed for its.delicacy by thefe
. M2 - words,
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“words. The diffidence fhe felt, from-con-
~fcious error, ‘for, herfelf, extended not to
Mrs. Berlinton,- whom, fince "fhe found
guiltlefs, fhe believed to'be blamelefs. She
broke forth, therefore, into a warm eulo-
gy, which- her dgitation - rendered -elo-
quent, while “het own mind and fpirits
~were relieved and revived, by this flight
from her mortified felf, to the friend fhe
’ thought deferving her moft fervent Juﬁﬁ-

cation,

- Edgar liftened attennvely, and His eyes,
" though they exprefled much of “ferious
concern, thewed dlfo an irrepreffible ad-
miration of an enthufiafm fo ardent for a
female friend of fo much beauty. -

« May fhe always merit this generous
" warmth |”’. cried he ; ¢ which muft” have
. excited my beft withes for her welfate,

even if ] had been infenfible to her own
cliims upon every man of feenng But
I had meant, -at this time, to confine my
ungrateful annotations to" another----to
the perfon “who “had ]uﬁ qmttcd the

" room.”
I 3 ) C‘ le )
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%- You do not mean to name her with .
Mrs. Berlinton ? to imagine it pofitble [
can have for her any fimilar regard ? or
any, indeed, at all, but fuch common good-
will as all forts and. claffes of people are
entitled to, who are well meaning ??>° -

¢ Here, at: leaft, then,”  faid’ Edgar,
with a figh half fuppreffed, ¢ our opinions:
may be confonant. 'No ;. I defigned no;
fuch difgraceful parallel fort your. elegant;
favourite. - My whole intention is to- re-
- monftrate~—-can you pardon fo plain a’
.word ?--—-againft ‘your appearing in public:
with a perfon fo il adapted to-imfure. you
the refpeét that is fo every.. way your :
due.’,

¢ I'had not the fmallcﬁ xdea, belw\rer
me; of appearing in public. I merely:
walked out to fee the town, and to be-
guile, in a ftroll, time, which, in this'per-
fonls. fociety, hung heavy upon me -at
home,.in the abfence of Mrs. Berlinton.”®

The concife fimplicity of this innocent:
accouit, banithed, in a moment, all fe~
' venty of ]ndgment ; and Edgar, expreffively,

M3 thankmg
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thanking’ her, rofe, and was approaching
her, though fcarcely knowing with what
purpofe, when Mrs. Mittin burft into the-
room, exclanmng “ Well, my -dear,.
-you’Il never guefs how many things I have'
- done fince I left you. In the firft place,
there was never a wafh-ball; in the next
place, not a napkin nor a towel was'in its
proper place ; then the tea-things were for-
got; and as to fpoons, not one could I
find. And now, I’ve a mind to go
nyfelf to a thop.Itook good notice ofy
and ge!; ‘her a little almond powder for-
her nice white hands ;. which, 1 dare fay,
will pleafe her: I’ve thought of a hundred.
things at leaft. I dare fay I fhall quité,
- wan her heart. :And Pm fure of my money
again, if I lay out never fo much. And I
~ don’tknow what | would-not do for ﬁ;ch a
good lady.”

Dunng this harangue, Camilla, aﬂiamed
of her want of refolution, fecretly voved,
that, if again left alone with him, fhe would
not lofé a moment in reftoring him his li-
berty, that with dxgmty fhe might on¢e more:

recexve,
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receive, or with fortitude for ever refign it.,
She thought herfelf, at this moment, ca-.
pable of either ; but fhe had only theught. -
it, fince his foftened look and air had made-
her believe fhe had nothing to fear from
the alternative.

-Mrs. Mittin foon went, though her con-
tinued and unmeaning chattery made the
fhort term of her ftay appearlong.

Each eager upon their own plan, both™
then involuntarily arofe.

. Camilla fpoke firft, ¢ I have fome-
‘thing,” fhe cried, ¢ to fay---,”’ but her
voice became fo hufky, the inarticulate -
founds died away:unheard;*and blufhing
at fo feeble an opening, fhe ftrove, under
the aufpices of a cough, to difguife-that
the had fpoken at all,” for-the purpofe
of beginning, in a more ftriking manner,.

again. - o .
_ This'fucceeded with Edgar at this mo- .
ment, for he had heard -her voice, not-
her words: he began, therefore, himfelf.
s This good lady,” he faid, ¢ feems bit -~
mth the rage of obhgmg, though not, 1
M4 - - thmk
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think, fo heroically, as much to injure her

intereft. But furely fhe flatters herfelf

' with fomewhat too high a recompence?
The heart of Mrs. Berlinton is not, I fancy,
framed for fuch a conquerer. - But how,
at the fame time, is it poffible converfation
fuch as this fhould be heard under her

“roof ? And how can it have come to pafs -
that fuch a perfon-...”” :

« Talk of her,” mterrupted Camilla,
recovering her breath, ¢ fome other time. -
- Let me now inquire----have you burnt--..I
hope fo !----thofe foolifh~---rtetters--—..] put .
into your hands ?---> | _ .

" The countenance of Edgar was inftantly

overclouded. -The mention of thofe letters -
brought frefh to his heart the bittereft,
the moft excruciating and intolerable pang
it had ever experienced; it brought €a-
milla to his view no longer artlefs, pure,
and fingle-minded, but engaged to, or
trifling with, one man, while fenouﬂy
accepting another. ¢ No, madam,” he
folémnly faid, < I have not prefumed fo
far. Their = anfwers are not likely to
. mect
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meet: thb fo violent a death, and it feemed
to me that one part of the correfpond-
ence fhould be prefervedfor the elucidation:
of the other.” . . .
- Caniilla felt ﬁnng by t’hie reply, and’
tremuloufly anfwered,  Give me. thein
back, then, if you pleafe, and I will take
~ care to fee them all demolithed together, in
the fame flames, Meanwhile~-->*:: .
- ¢ Are you fure,” interrupted Edgar,
¢ fuch a conﬂagratxol‘i “will be permitted ?
Does the man live who would hdve the
philofophy----the infenfibility T muft rather
ﬁyle it—ever to refign, after once poffefi-
ing, marks fo diftinguithing of efteem:? O,
Camilla! ‘T, at leaﬁ could not be that
mm ‘,’ o )
" Cut to the foul by thxs que{hon, whlch,
though foftened by the laft phrafe; fhe
deemed feverely cruel, the haftily exclaim-
éd: <« Phllofophy I have no tight to fpeak’
of----but as to infenfibility-—-who-is the man
that ever more can furprife me by its dif-
play? Let me take, however, this oppor-
tumty---’,’ '

- N

‘ M§ AfOOt\. .
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¢ A footman,  opening. the door, faid, his
lady had fent to beg an - anfwei' to her
letter. . - . R

Camxlla, in whom anger was maﬂwna
thry, but the: Tove- of julftice permarient;, ye-
joieed at, ‘an- itorruption xv]ych ‘prevented:
het froim, fpeaking, with pique and difplea-
fnre, a fentgnce that muft lofe all jits purs,
pofe if not nttered with puldnefs.. . She
wauld write, .{pe faid;, imnrediately ;- and,

. higding, thj man get ber pen and ink; went.

to the window to read her letter ; -with.a
formal bow -of apology to Edgar as the
pafled bim. ,

~¢11-hase made: you angry. P cned he‘
vhen sthe, man was gone; « and I hate
myfelf to have caufed you a moment’s pain.
But-yon muft feel for me, Camilla, in the
wound you have inflicted ! you know not
the diforder of, mind produced by a. fud-
den, - unlook.ed for tranfition from fe-
licity to perpk.xxty,--from feremty,to mi-
fery

. Camilla felt touched yet contmued
readmg, or rather rapidly repeating to

LA }n herfelf
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berfelf thé words of her letter, wifhout
comprehending, or even feeking to coma
prehend, the meaning of one fentence.

He found himfelf quite unequal to en-
dunng her difpleafure; his owr, all his
cautions, all Dr. Marchmont’s advice, were
forgotteri; and tenderly following her,
“ Have I offended,” he cried, * paft for-
givenefs ? Is Camilla immoveable ? and is
‘the journey from which. I fondly hoped |
to date - the. renewal. of every hope, the
termination of every.doubt, the penod of.
all fuffering and forrow---"-

He ftopt abruptly, from the entrance
of the fervant with pen and ink, and the
interruption was critical : it called him to,
his felf-command : he ftammered out that
he would not- impede her writing ; - and,
though in- palpablé confufion, took. his
leave: yet, at the ftreet-door, he gave a
ticket with his name, to the fervant who .
attended him, for- Mrs. Berlinton ; and,,
with his beft refpets, defired fhe might be.

M6 ‘ told :
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told he fhould do himfelf the honour te
endeavour to fee her in the evening.

The recolle@ion of Edgar came too late
to his aid to anfwer its intended purpofe.
The tender avowal which had efcaped him

to Camilla, of the view of his journey, had

firlt with aftonifhment ftruck her ear, and
mext with quick enchantment vibrated te
her heart, whicli again it fpeedily taught
to beat with its priftine vivacity ; and joy,
fpirit, and confidence expelled in a breath
all guefts but themfclves.

.
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CHAP I
. A Pleafant Adventure.

CAMILLA was again called upon for her

note, before fhe had read the letter it
was to anfwer ; but relieved now from the
preffure of her own terrifying apprehen-
fions, fhe gave it complete and wxllmg at-
tention." ¢

It contained four fides of paper, clofely
yet degantly written in the language of ro-
mantic fentiment. Mrs. Berlinton faid fhe.
had fpent, as yet, only a few minutes with |
her aunt; but they had been awfully im-
portant ; and fince fhe had exalted from
her a promife to ftay the whole day, fhe
could not deny her difappointed friendthip
the tranfient folace of a paper converfation,
to footh the lingering interval of this un-
expelted abfence. ¢ My foul pines to un-
burden the weight of its-forrows into thy
fympathxﬁng bofom, my gentleft friend;

: buq
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but oh ! there let them not fojourn ! receive
but to lighten, liften but to commiferate;
and then, far, far thence difmifs them,
retaining but the remembrance thou haft~
difmiffed them with confolation.”” She
then bewailed the time loft to foft commu--
wication and confidence, in their- jour-
siey, - from the prefente of others; for
thiough. one was a brother fhe. fo truly
loved, the found, notwithftanding the ten:.
dernefs of his nature, he had the prejudices
of a man upon man’s prerogatives, and.
her woes called for foothing ot argu-.
" ments ;. and _the other, fhe briefly added,.
was but an accidental paffenger.. « *Tis.
in thee only, O my beauteous friend! I:
would truft,the fad murmurs of my irre--
verfible ‘and miferable deftiny, of which I’
have learnt but this moment the cruel and. E
defperate fecret caufe,”” She referved,,
‘however, the difcovery. for their megting,.
and called upon her pity for her. unfortu--
nate brothe, as deeply involved .in his fu--
ture views, as fhe jn her. paft, by this myf--
.ery “ And have I written this much,”"
‘ _ fhe
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- fre. burfts.forthy <6 withoue fpeaking-of the
cherifhed ‘correfpondent whom' fo often &
have ‘defcribed to thee?. Ah! ‘believe me
not faithlefs to that partner of my chofen
eﬁeem, tHat noble, that refiftlefs’ pofiefion
of my pureft friehdihip! No, charming
Camilla;” think notifo degradingly of hep
whom fate, inits fole pitying interval, hag
caft into thy arms.” ‘Two pages ‘then emd
. fued with his exclufive encomium, painting
him- chief in ‘every virtue, and mafter:of
every grace. She next expreflfed her, ear
neftnefs to. fee:Indiana, whom Camilla had
told her would be at Southampton. ¢:Pre:
fent me, I conjure thee, to the fair and
amiable enflaver of my unhappy brother }
I die tofeej to: converfe with her, to catch
from her dovelp lips' the modeft wifdor
with whichilie tells me they teem ; toread
- in her fpeaking eyes the intelligence which
- he affures me illumines them.” She con~
‘¢cluded with defiring her to. give what or-
ders the pleafed:for the coach, and the fers
vants, and to pafs the: day with-her friends:

- Camilla,
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Camilla, whofe own fenfanons wete dow’
revived to happinefs, read the letter with.

all the fympathy it claimed, and felt her

eyes fill with generous tears at the contraft’

of their fituations ; yet fhe highly blamed

the tendernefs exprefled for the unknown

correfpondent, though its innocence tfhe
was fure muft vanquith even Edgar, fince
its fo conftant avowal proved it might be
pubhfhed to all mankjnd.. She anfwered

her in language nearly as affetionate,

though lefs inflated than her own, and re-. -

folved to fupport her with Edgar, till her
fweetnefs and purity fhould need 'no cham-
pions but themfelves. She was afhamed
of the fpecies of expeation raifed -for. In-
diana, yet knew not how te: interfere i
Melmond’s idea of her capacity, left it
might feem unkind to répreféent its falla«
cioufnefs; but fhe was glad ‘to.find her
foft friend feemed to have a ftri&t guardian
in her brother; and wifhed ‘eagerly ,tp,
communicate ‘to Edgar a circumftance,
which the was fure would be fo welcome
tohim, : -
. Impatient

~
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Impatient to fee Eugema, the accepted
the offer of the carriage, and defirous to
efcape Mrs. Mittin, begged to have it im-
mediately ; but that notable perfon came
to the door at the fame time as the coach,

“and, without the fmalleft ceremony, faid
fhe would accompany her to the hotel, in
order to take the opportunity of making
acquaintance with her friends.

" Courage frequently, at leaft in females, "
becomes potent as an agent, where it has
- been feeble as a principal. Camilla, though
the had withed, upon her own account, to
reprefs Mrs. Mittin in the morning, had
been too timid for fuch an undertaking ;.
* but now, in her anxiety to oblige Edgar,
fhe gathered refolution for declining her
company. She then found, as is generally
the cafe with the fearful, the tafk lefs diffi-
cult than fhe had expeéted; for Mrs. Mit-
tin, content with a promife felf-made, that
the introduétion fhould take place the next ~
day, faid the would go and help Mrs. Ber-.
linton’s woman to unpack her lady’s things,

N . whxch‘
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. which would make a ﬁfefi,xl friend for her

in the houfe, for a thoufand odd matters.

N * . » - * *

The carriage of Sir Hugh was juft driv-
ing off as Camilla arrived at the hotel.

She hurried from Mrs. Berlinton’s
coach, demanding which way the com-
pany was gone ; and being anfwered, by a
paffing waiter, up ftairs, ran on at once,
without patience or thought for afking ‘if
fhe thould turn to the right or left; till
feeing a gentleman ftanding ftill upon the
landing place, and leaning upon the ban-
nifters, the was retreating, to defire a con-
duétor, when fhe perceived it was Dr.
Orkborne; who, while the ladies ‘were
looking at accommodations, and inquiring
about lodgings, in profound cogitation, and
with his tablets in his hands, undifturbed

by the various noifes around him, and un-
moved by the various fpectators continually

paﬂing and repafﬁng, was finithing a period

which.
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which.' hre had begun in the coach for his
great work. _ :
* Camilla, cheerfully greeting him, begged

" to know which way fhe fhould find Euge-

nia ; but, making her a fign not to fpeak
to him, he wrote on. Accuftomed to his
manner, and’ brought up to refpe& what-
ever. belonged to ftudy, from the ftudious
life and turn of her father, fhe obeyed the
mute injunétion, and waited quietly by hig
fide ; till, tired of the delay, though unwil-
ling to interrupt him, the glided foftly about
the paffage, watching and examining if the
could fee any of the party, yet fearing to
aoffend or tnomfy him if fhe called for a.
walter. . . s K

: \Wrhile ﬁraymg about thus, as far off as- -
fhe could® go without lofing fight of Dr.
Orkborne;, a door the had juft pafled was
flung open, and fhe faw young Halder,.
- whofe licentious infolence had fo much
alarmed her.in the bathing-houfe, ftroam
out, yawning, ftretching, and .fwearing.
unmeaningly, - but moﬂ: difguftingly, ati
' every ftep..

o ‘ Terrified
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Terrified at his fight, fhe went on; as the -
could not get to the Doétor without paffing;
him ; but the youth, recolle&ting her im- -
mediately, called out: “ Ah, ha! are you.

there again, you littde vixen ?’ and pur--
fued her.

¢ Dr. Orkborne ! Dr. Orkbome 3 ihe o

rather fcreamed than faid,  pray come.
this way! I conjui’e-—l befeech—I en-.
treat—Dr. Ogkborne !—

The Doétor, catching nothiirg of xhxs.
but his name, queruloufly exclaimed:.
“ You moleft me much !’ but without.
raifing his eyes from his-tablets ; whiler
Halder, at the appeal, cried:- ¢ Ay, ay,.
‘Doltor! keep your diftance, Doétor! you:
are beft where you are, Dotor, I can tell
you, Dotor "7

Camilla, theny too- much feared to be:
aware fhe ran a far greater rifk than fhe:
efcaped, defperately fought refuge by open--
ing the néareft door ; though by the fudden.
noifes upon the ftairs, and in all the ad-.
joining paffages, it feemed as if Dr: Ork--
borne were the only one not alarmed by:

her cries.
Na
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‘No one, however; could approach fo
Toon as the perfon of whofechamber fhe
~shad burft the door ; who was an old gentles
man, of a good and lively countenance,
“who promptly prefenting” himfelf, looked"
at her with fome furprife, but good-hu-
mouredly afked - her what ihe was pleafed
to want in his room.

¢ That gentleman,” the crled pantmg
and meaning to point to L. Orkborne ;
" < that gentleman I want, fir!”’ but fuch a
) medley of waiters, company, and fervants,
had in-a moment affembled in the fpace
" between them, that the Door was no
longer to be difcerned.

4 Do you only open.my door, then,”
Taid he, drily, * to tell me you want fome-
body elfe

- Yet when Halder, vowmg he owed
her an ill turn for which fhe fhould
pay, would have feized her by. the hand
. he protetted with his own arm, faymg
¢ Fie, boy, fie! let the glrl anne’ Idon t
Lf{e v1olence. o

A 2L

A gentle-
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A gentleman now, forcing himfelf
.through the crowd, exclaimed: < Mifs
Camtilla Tyrold ! Is it poffible! what can -
you do here, madam ”’

It was Dr. Marchmont, whom thé af-
 frighted Camilla, fpringing forward, cmﬂd
* only anfwer in catching by the arm. ‘

“« Tyrolﬂ 1 repeated the old gentle-
¢ Is her name Tyrold ?*’
Sorry now to have pronounced it in this
mixt company, Dr. Marchmont evaded
.‘any anfwer ; and, begging her to be com-
pofed, afked whither, or to whom, he
might have the honour of conduing her.
. Almotft all my family are here,” cried
fhe, ¢ but I could not make Dr. Orkborne
" fhew 'me the way to-them.”
The old gentleman then, repeating
"¢ Tyrold! why if her name is Tyrold,
I’ll take care of her myfelf;”’ mvxted her
“'into his apartment.
Dr. Marchmont, thanking hxm faxd
« This young lady has friends, who in

all probability are now uneafily feeking
her;



CAM.ILLA—;. . 263
her; we muft lofe no time in joining
them.” ' <

“ Well, but, well,”” cried the old
ftranger, < let her. come into my room

till the coaft is clear, and then take her

away in peace. Come, there’s a good girl,
come in, do! you’re heartily welcome ;
~ for there’s a perfon of your name that’s
the beft friend I ever had in the world.

‘He’s gone from our parts, now ; but he’s:

left nothing fo good behind. * Pray, my
dear, did you ever hear of a gentleman; an

old Yorkthire Baronet, of your name ** -

¢« What! my unclé ?’

“ Your uncle! why are you niece to
Sir Hugh Tyrold

Upon her anfwering 'yes, he cléppéd,

his. hands with delight, and- faying :
*« Why then I’ll take care of you myfelf,
(if it’s at the ritk of my life”” carridd,
rather than drew her into his room, the
Doétor following. Then, loudly fhutting his
~ door in the fice of Halder, he called out :
 Enter my caftle who dare! I fhall turn

6 a yobng
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ayoung man myfelf, at the-ageof feventy, -
to drub the firft varlet that would attack
the niece of my dear old friend !”’

They foon heard the paffage clear,
. and, without deigning to liften - to the pe-
tulant revilings with which young Halder
folaced his foolifh rage, « Why, my dear,””
“he continued,- * why did not you tell me

* your name was Tyrold at once? I promife - -

you, you n?d carry nothing elfe with you
“into our parts, to fee all the doors fly open -
to you. You make much of him, I hope,
where he is? for he left not a dry eye for
twenty miles round when he quitted us.
I don’t know how many fuch men you
may have in Hamphire ; but Yorkfhire’s a
large county, yet the beft man in it would

- find it hard to get a feat in Parliament,

where Sir Hugh Tyrold would offer him-
"felf to be a candidate. We all fay, in
" Yorkfhire, he’s fo ftuffed full of goodnefs
and kindnefs, that there’s no room left in_
him for any thing elfe; that’s our way of
talking of him in Yorkfhire; if you have
a better way in Hampthire, I fhall be glad
. to
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to learn it ; never too late fof'that‘ I hate
pride.” N |

No poflible difturbance could mike Ca>
milla infenfible to pleafure in the praife of
her uncle, or deprefs her fpirits . from
joining in his eulogy ; and her atteption,
and brightening looks, drew-a narrative
from the old gentleman of the baronet’
good adtions and former kxﬁdne!les,l fo
pleafant both to the fpeaker and the hga{er,
that the one forgot he had never feen her
before, and the other, the fnghtful, a,dven-
‘ture which occafioned their mgeting now.

Dr.” Marchmont at length; looking 3t
tis watch, inquired what fhe meant to dey
to feek-her fiter and party, the anfwered
and, returning her -hoft the waynisit -ac-
knowlédgments for.hig affiftance and good-
nels, fhe was going ;_ but, ftapping her;-
« How .now?” he-qried, #¢:don’t ; you
want- to know who I am2. Now- I, l[w '
. told you I am a friend of: yom' uagle,
don’t you fuppcfe he’ll afk:. you ity
name " - ! S yem e

"+ VOL, IV, "N Camllla.
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much ‘to be informed, but knew not how

40 'trouble him with the queftion.

- % Why my name, my dear, is Weftwyn,
and when you fay that to your uncle, he
avon’t give you a four look for your pains ;
‘take my word for that beforehand. Icarried
over hisnephew and heir, a coufin, I fup:
‘pofe, of yours, to Leipfic with me, about
'elght years ago, along with a boy of my
own, Hal Weftwyn; a very good lad, 1
affure you, though I never tell him fo to
. his face, for fear of puffing him up ; Ihate
@ boy puffed up; he commonly comes to
®o6-good ; that's the only fault of my ho-
noured friend ; he fpoils all young people—
witnigls that fame coufin of yours, that I
‘ean’t fay ¥ much like; no mere does he
me ; but tell your goed uncle you have met
me; and tell kim I love and honour him
28 I ought to do; 1 don’t know how to do
Jnore, or elfe } would ; tell him this, my

dear. And I-have pot forgot what he did .

for me once, when I was hard run and 1

o , " dom’t

’\
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dot’t fatend ity I’mlm fneml '3 Mm
. meémories”. - ¢
Camilla faid, his name, nnd her um:le't
regardfor hxm,hadlong been fammam‘ '
her;. and ‘téld” hfn Clermont Lynmere'
was of' the Jarty to-SoutHampton, though -
fhe knew not how to enter abruptly into-
~ an explanation of his miftake concerning
the inheritarice.. Mr. Weftwyn anfwered hé:
was in not hurry to feé Clermont, who was:
not at-all te his tafte j"but would -not quit:
Hampfhire’ without vifling 'Cleves :! - and:
when he gatliered that-two more nieces of
Sir Hugh weretin the hbufe, he deﬁred to
be'ptefen!ed’to*them.r - o
Upoh ré-enfering - the pa‘ﬂ&ge, to ’the
great amuﬁ;m!nt 5 D Maretiniont, and"-
feridus provocation of Camilla, they per
; ceived Dr. Orkborne, ftanding precifely
. where he had: Gt ftationed hinfelf 5 - at.
tending bo: more ‘toi, the general 'hhbbub:.
thast to heripartitular entreaty, and'as re-:
gt dIey of the various jolts he had received -
darin&’th& tumult, as of the obftruGion he -
cau!‘ed byhis inconvenient: pofitien; to the -
N2 hafte
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haflelof _tlfe gaflers: by, Still fteadily: ve-,
pofing againft the bannifters, he worked.,
~ hard.atirefining hisparagraph, perfyaded,

- figge mos, fummoneq by Mifs Margjand,,
he bad beftaweg wpon is bt g %Wmmtem
though he bad, bm fw@ﬁqﬂw P?t' near..
aphour.

- Mfs Margland receufed Gaﬂ'ulla thh a:
crviluy which, finée. her, pofitive-and pubs:
lipy affiatice s Edgit) the thaught: neceffaryy
to. the. miffxefs. of :Beeth:. Parles ,but; fhe
looked: upex Dr,:Mirchmont, whem fhe.
- concluded to have heen her advocate, with
a_cold ill-will, which,. for M. Weﬁwyn,
the feafoned ftill more fironply by 2 postipn
of,: cqntemptnousﬂhaugqgncfs 3, from-a
‘Teady d:fpoﬁhqn 10 bqhe\s: every. ﬂ:ranger,:

nat farmally  anmounce benmth ber
. The Do&or foon retired, aud found Ed-

gar in his apartment, juft returned from a
long ftrqll,: He secouated to bim the late:
tranfadtion, with reiterated exhortations to .
circumfpection, from.added doubts of the
{ohdxty, though -with new praife of the at-
o traftions

.-
-
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traltions of Camilla. ¢ She feems a cha-
ralter,” he faid, ¢ difficult to refift, and
yet more difficult to attach, Nothing fe-
rious appears to imprels her for two mi-
* nutes together. Let us fee. if the thought-
leffnefs and inadvertence thus perpetually
fer,ule of danger, refult from youth.ful in-
experience, or ha.ve their fource in innate

levity. Time and reafon will retify the .
firlt; but ume, and even reafon, will bm,
harden -and embolden the latger. Pmdence,
therefore,, muft niow mtcrfere or paffion
may ‘ﬂy, when the union it has for’med '
jmoﬁ reqmres m continuance.” = )
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dn Aufbor’: Tme-keeper. ,

Mn W:s‘r*wm, ‘harmed to meei fo
many near rétations of 2 long-valued
" friend, ﬁruck by the extraordmary beauty
‘of Indiana, and by the fenfible anfwers of .
the child, as hecalled Euggma as well a8
caugl‘t by the united tovelinelsof ,perfon
“and of mind which he obferved in Camilla,
could not bring himfelf to retire till thie '
dinner wasupon the table: pladmg,
excufe for his ftay, his former int
with Sir Hugh. Mifs Margland, feeing
in him nothing that marked fafhion, ftrove
to diftance him by a high demeanour : but
though not wanting in fhrewdnefs, Mr.
Weftwyn was a perfeétly natural man, and
only thinking her manners dn.fagreeable,
without fufpedting her intention, took but
little notice of her, from the time he faw
the could give him vo pleafure : while
with
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‘with the young party, he was fo mugh
delighted, that he ferioufly regretted
he had only one fon to offer amongil
them.
. When' the dmner was ferved, Eugema
gréw uneafy that Dr. Orkborne fhould be
fummoned, whofe non-appearance the had: .
" not ventured to mention, from the profeﬂ'ed.
hatred of his very fight avowed. by Mifs
Margland. But Camilla, brought up ta
exert conﬁantly her courage for the abfent,
told the waiter to call the gentleman from
the head of the flairs. ‘ ’
¢ My mafter himfelf, ma am,” he an-
fwered, ¢ as well as me, both told
tleman the company he came with
were ferved; but he as good as bid us
both hold our tongues. He feems to have,
taken a great liking to that place upon,
the ftairs ; though there’s nothing I know,
of parncular in it.’
. ¢ But, if you tell him we wait dm-,
ner— cried Eugenia ; when Mifs Marg-
land, interrupting her faid, ¢ I’m-fure,
then, you won’t tell him true: for Ibeg
i we
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we' may all begin.-' I think it. would be
¥ather moré decorous he fhould wait for’
w2 ~ S -

The waiter, nevertl_]elefs, went ; buf
prefently returned, fomewhat ruffled ; fay-
ing, %" The gentleman does not choofe to -
hear me, ma’am. He fays, if he mayn’t
be let alone one fingle mmute, it will be
throwing away all his morning. I can’t
fay 1 know whathe means ; but he fpeaks
rather' froppith. I'd as heve not go to hurl
again, if you pleafe.” -

Mifs Margland declared, fhe withed hmi
1o better dinner than his pot-hooks ; but
did not doubt he would come juft before -
they had done, as ufual; and he was no
more mentioned : tbough fhe never in her' :
_ life eat fo faft ; and the table was ordered
to be cleared of its covers, with a fpeed -
exallly the réverfe of the patxence with
which the Do&or was iridulged on ﬁmﬂal"
otcafions ‘by the baronet. -

Mifs Margland when the cloth was re-
moved, propofed a fally in fearch of lodg-
ings. -Camiilla and Eugema, defirous. of

a private :
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'pﬁvate confetente,>bégged i gefdairi
mthm s thoughthe latten [ughd to-take -
care. of - her--abfent preceptor, before the;
coultl enjoy tive ‘converfition of her fifter;
antd when. Mifs Margland :and Indiana;’ in. .

 fearet exultation at his dinnerlefs ftate, had.
‘ghddd, " with: filent: fimpering, -paft hint,
flewto befeech his confent m.take fomef

’ ,noimﬂmenn o

Suc’h hoWever, was his prefent’ abforp- -
tion fn what he was writing, thaf the vo- -
luntary kmdnefs of his' pupil was as “uts:
‘wekcoine tas the ‘forced trufion’ of the*,
waiter’; and hie conjured hér to grant him
a litde refpnte from fuch eternal torment-
ing, with the- plamﬂve 1mpanence of dé~
prec‘atfng fome injury. ©

. The ﬁfters, now, egually eager to. ne-
7I;p:e and to liften to their mutual aﬁ'alrs,
‘thut_ themfelves Jup in the apartment, of’
.Eugema ; who, with thegreateft fim-
plicity, began the dlfcour,fe, by, faymg, ;
. Haye yoy heard,,my dear fifter,,’ that
:Clermont has refufed me ! 4 .

N § " Camilla
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tomed herfelf to the face and form of Eu-
gema, which, ta her. innocent ‘affeGion,
prefented alwiys the image of herm
migd and cultivated underflanding, fhe
'ad not prefaged even- the- poffibility of
fuch an event; and, thmighﬁe had feem
. sith concern the inequality of their out-
ward appearance, Clermont had feemed to
her, in all elfe, fo inferior to her fifter,
that fhe had repined at _his unworthinefs,
but never dotbted the alliance.

_ She was dxﬁreﬁ'ed haw to oﬁ'er any con-
folation; but feon found mone was re-
quired. Eugenia was,compofed and con-
tented, though penfive, and not without
fome feelmg of mamﬁcam,m. th an-
ger and refentment had found ng place in
‘the tranfation; Her equity acknowledged
that Clermont had ‘every right of choicé's
. but while her candour induced her to
“even "applawd his. difintereftednefs in re-
Tinquithing the: Cléves eftate, her capacity
pointed out how terrible muft' be the
, perfonal defe&s, that fo fpeedily, without
. one
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ane word -of converfation, one trlal ‘ofy
any fort how their taftes, tempers, or chae
raters might accord, ftimulated him to-
fo decifive a rejection. This view of her.
unfortunate appearance caft her, at firft,
into. a train of melancholy ideas, that,
would faft have led her to unhappinefs,
though wholly unmixed with any regret:
of Clermont, had not the naturat phila:
fophy of her mind come to her aid ;. or had.
her education been of a more woxldly fort,.-

When Camilla related her own hiftory,-
her plan of making Edgar again come
pletely matter of his own proceedings met;
the entire approbation of Eugenia, who,
‘with a ferious fmile, faid, ¢ Fake warn-.
ing by me, my dear fifter! and, little ag
you have reafon to.be brought into any,
qomparifon with fuch a one as me, anticia
pate the difgrace of defeétion !’ .

Camilla, much touched, embraced her,
fincerely withing fhe were- half as ﬁ'mltlcfa
as her excellent felf.

The return of Mifs Marglmd and In-
diang obhged them to quit their retreat »
. . N 6 ’ (SN and .
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and they now found. Dr. Orkborne .in

the dining-room. Having finifhed his pa-:
-ragraph, he had l'ought his party of his’
own accord ; but, meeting with no one,’
had taken a book from his pocket, with
which he meant to beguile the appetite’
he felt rifing, till the hotr of dinner, which
he had not the fmalleft fufpicion was over :

for of the progrefs of time he had no-
Knowledge but by its palpable paffage from
the fun to the moon ; his watch was never
woiind up, and the mérning and the even-
ing were but announced to him by a fum-
mons to breakfaft and to fupper.

“The ladies feated . themfelves at - the
window. Indiana was enchanted by the
concourfe of ‘gay and well-dreffed people’
pafling by, and far from infenfible to the
vifible furprife and pleafure fhe excited in
-thofe who caft up their eyes at the hotel.

' Eugema, to whom a great and populous
town was entirely new, found alfo, in the’
diverfity as well as novelty 'of its objeds,’
nirch matter for remark-and contempla-
tion ; Mifs Margland cxpenenced the ut«
‘ 10° moft
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moft. fatisfaCtion in feeing, at laft, fomei
" faces and fome things lefs ruftic.than had.
been. prefented to her in Yorkfhire. or at’
Cleves ; and Camilla had every hope that.
this ‘place, in Edgar’s own expreflion,-
would terminate every perplexity, and give
local date to her life’s permanent felicity. :

In a few minutes, a youth appeared on
the oppofite pavement, whofe aif was new
to none of the party, yet not immediately’
* recolle@ted by any. It was ftriking, howa
ever, in elegance and in melancholy. Eus
genia recollefted him firft, and ftafting
back, gafped for breath ; Indiana the next¢
moment called out, ¢ Ah!-—it’s Mr, .
Melmond !’ and blufliing high, her whole
- face was bright and dnnpled with unex-

. petted delight,

He walked on, without lookmg up, ami
Indiana, fimply piqued as well as chas
grined, faid fhe was glad he was gone.

But Eugenia looked after him with a.
gentle figh, which now firtt: the thoughe
blamelefs, and a pleafure, which, though

. half
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half mournful, fhe now fuffered herfelf to

encourage. Free from all ties that made

her fhun this partiality as culpable, the . -

fecretly told herfelf fhe might now, with

out injury to any one, indulge it for an

. objeft who, littlé as he was known to her,

_ fhe internally painted with all the fanltlefa

qualities of ideal excellence. .

* From thefe meditations the was roufed
by Dr. Orkborne’s looking rather wifhfully

"round him, and exchiming, * Pray—-
don’t we dine rather late ?*

The miftake being cleared up, by Mf‘
Margland’s affuring him it was impoffible
$o keep dinner waiting all day, for people
who chofe to ftand whole hours upon a
faircafe, he felt rather difcomforted : but
when Eugenia privately ordered him.a re-

in his own chamber, he was amply

confoled, by the unconftrained freedom

with which he was empowered to have

more ,books upon the table than plates ;

and to make more ink -fpots than he eat
mouthfuls.

' ' * Camilla
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Camilla had the mortification to find,
upon her return home, that Edgar had
made his, promifed yifit, not enly in her
abfence, but while Mrs. Berlinton was fill
with her aunt, -

, That lady then commumcated to Ca-
xmlla the fecret to which, while yet in ig-

B noraxmce of its ex:ftence, fhe now found

{he had been facnﬁced Mrs. E&on, two
years ago, had given her hand, in the moft
folemn privacy, to.her butler, who now
~attended her to Southampton. To avoid
dxfobhgmg a fick old relation, from
whom fhe expetted a confiderable legacy,
the had prevailed with. her hufband to
con.fent that, the marriage, fhould not be
dlvulged but certain that ‘whatever now
might be her fortune, fhe had no, power

to bequeath it from her new conn
the terrar of leaving utterly deftitutea -
beautiful young creature, who believed
herfelf well provided for, had induced, her
to nearly force her acceptance of an al-
12 moft
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moft fuperannuated old man of family;
who, merely coveting hter beauty, inquired
not into her inclimation. The fame latent -
caufe had made her: inexorable to the
pleadmgs of young Melmond ; who, co:‘r-
ceiving his fortune’dependent upon ‘the
pleafure - of ‘his dunt, his ‘cer'fain i income
bemg trifling, thought jt his duty to
fiy'the fair obje€t of his adoration, wherr
he difcovered the deceit of “Lionel’ thﬁ
regard to the iheritance of Sir H.ug
~This fick old, relation was now jult -
dead, and had left t& her fole difpofa] &
conﬁderable eftate. .' The hufband natu.
rally refufed to be kept any longer. from.
his juft rights ; but the fhame fhe felt of
making the dﬂ'covery of a marriage
contrated clindeftinely, after, the was
fixty - years of age, with a man undqr
thxrty, threw her into a nervous fever..
And, in this ftate, unable to reveal to her
nephew an event which now affe@ed him
alope,’ the prevailed with Mr. Ulft, who
ras willing to-'revifit ‘his ‘original home,
Southamptorr, to accompany her thxther
in
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in his ufual capacity, ‘till-fhe had fom-
moned her nephew -and niece, and’ ac<"
quainted theny with the affair. :

‘To herfelf, Mrs. Berlinton faid, the evil "
of this tranfattion’ had been over, while.
yet it was unknown; fhe had heard it,’
therefore, in filence, and forborne unavail-
ing reproach.- But her brother, to whom_
the blow was new, and, the confequences
were {till impending, was ftruck’with ex-

tremeanguifh, that w‘hﬂe thus every poffible’

hope was extinguithed with regard to his;
love, 'he muft fuddenly apply himfelf to°
fome bufinefs, or be reduced to the moﬂ:
obfcure poverty.

Camilla heard the account with fin.
cere concern for them both, much height.

~ened for young Melmond, upon finding
that, by his exprefs defire, his fifter now
relinquithed her defign of cultivating an
acquaintance with Indiana, whom he kad
the virtue to determine to avoid, fince his
fortune, and even his hopes, were thus
irretrievably ruined.

, They
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. ‘They converfed together to a late hour ;.
and Camilla, before they parted, made the
maft earneft apologies: for the liberty taken
with her houfe by Mrs. Mittin : but Mrs.
Berlinton, with the utmoft fweetnefs,
begged fhe might ftay till all her bufinefs
with her was fettled ; fmilingly adding,’
* bufinefs alone, fhe was fure, could bring
them together. :

"Much relieved, fhe then determined to.
prefs Mrs. Mittin to colle@t and pay her -
accounts immediately ; and to avoid with
Ner, in the meanwhﬂe, any further tranfs-

om.
7.
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CHAP. V. -
.dn agreeable Hearing.

ARI.¥ the ne‘xt moming, Camilla went

to the hotel,’in the carriage of Mrd,
Bérlinton ; eluding, though’ not without
Wifficulry, the company of Mrs. Mittin.
- She found the party all in good fpirits;
Jndiana, in partieular,. was completely
elgted; {jomed to'the ‘admiration fhe bee
Hieved ' awaiting " hér ‘in this large and  f.
dhionsble tows, fhe now knew fhe might
'meet there the énly perfon who had ever
‘esicied in her youthﬁd, and nearly vacant
Dreaft, any appropriate- pleafure, fupen
%dded to the genefal zeft of being adored.
Bhe did not, indeed, thivk 'of marrying
any one who cotild net offer her a coach
and four but fo little was fhe difturbed
by thimbing’ at all, that the delight of being
adulated by tha man fhe preferred, carried
Wxth it.no idea. ofydanger. Eugenia tog,
foothed
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foothed with the delufions of her romantie-
but ‘innocent fancy, flattered herfelf fhe
might now fee continually the object fhe
conceived formed for ‘meriting her ‘even
reverential regard;. and Mife Margland .
was impdrtantly occupxed upon “affairs beft
Juited to her tafte apd ancxent habxts, in

deliberating how firft .to brmg forth her
fair charge with the moft brilliant effect.. -

... Cami]la was much embarrafled how to
parry an introduétion .to Mirs, Berlintqn, -
aipon: which al) the' females built as the
Soundation: of: their Southampton, profpe-
3ityt; 1 the young epes, ralready mfosmed
dhe was the fifterof Mslmond, Janguithing

“ to know her for his fake ;. and Mifs Marg-
dand, formerly acquamwd with the noble
family of her hufband, being impatient.tp
tefume her claims i in fimilar circles ; ‘but
an awkward begxnmng apology was fet-
afide, by the entrance; of Edgar and Dr.

Mzrchmont. .

1. Indiana now poured forth mumerable ,
queihons upon what fhe’ might look for-
md to with refpett to-balls and public

places ;
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places;., Eugenia afked - nqarly 3. many,
concerning the buildings, antiquities, and
profpects ;. and Mifs Margland more than’

-etther, relauvc to the company’, ‘their ge-

ne;ﬂogles' and . connexxons The " two
Doctors foon’ fat_aloof, conferring’ upon’
lefs familiar matters; but Edgar. only
fpoke i in reply, and Camtlla uttered not a
word

: Soon aftcr, a voice on the ftairs’ c'zﬂl‘cd

Qut,. “ O'never, ‘mind fhewmg me the way ;,

1f I come to a wrong room, rn go on till
I,ceme to a right ;”” and the next mmute
young: Lynmere fallied into the apartment

1- 4 I; could not get to you,laﬂ: mghg,,,”z .

cried he ;74 and I can oaly ftay 2 moment,
now. I have a pretty ferious bufinefs upon,

my hands; fo if you. can give me a.py

breakfaft, don’t lofe time.”

: Mifs- Margland wnllmg to. plafc the
hmther of Indiina, readily ordered for hjmy

. whatever the ian could; afford, of, which

he failed not heartily to partake, faying,

« I bave met with a good .comic fort of

D2t ool Ly e adventure

1)

-
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adventute here already. Guefs wbat it.
s .

Indiana comphed but his own with to!

' cotqmumcate was fo much ftronger than’
that of any one to hear, that, before fhe.
could pronounce three words, he cried:
-« Well, if you're fo exceffive curious, I'll

tell it you. I'm engaged in-a duel.”

. Indiana . fcreamed ;. Mifs Margland
echoed her cry Eugema, who had looked
down from his entrance, raifed her eyes.
with .an air of intereft; Camilla was fur-

prifed out of her awn conccrns' ; and Ed- - _ .

gar furveyed him with an aftonifhment-.
. aot wholly uhmixt with contempt ;! but

* the two Doftors went on: with thcn' own:
difcourfe. '

¢« Nay, nay, Dye, don’t be fnghtened
*tis not a duel in which I am’ to fight my~
felf ; Y am only to be fecond. . But fuppofe
? were firft? what fignifies?! thefe ianei
things we have in hand fo ofteti; weldon’t
shink of them.” -
© « La! brother! you' don’t fay fo”'
cried Indfana. “La! how droll!” He
. then
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then pretended that he would tell nodung " O

morc

Camilla mqmred if he had feeu Mr,
Weltwyn, whom fhe had met with the pre-
ceding day.

“ Not I, faith! but that’s a-propos
enough ; for it’s his fon that has afked me
to be his fecond.” * ’

“ O, poor good old Mr. Weﬂ:wyn 1"
cried CamiHa, now much interefted in this
hiftory ; ¢ and can you not fave him fuch a
fhock? can yow not be mediator inftead
of fecond ! he feems fo fond of his fon----"

«.0, as to him, it’s no matter; he’s’
fuch a harth old huncks, I fhall be glad to
have him worked alittle ; I’ve often wanted
" to pull him by the nofe, myfelf, he takes

fuch liberties with me. But did you ever
hear of fuch a fool as his fon ? he deferves
“to 'be badgered as bad as his father; he’s
going to fight with as fine an honeft fellow
as ever I met with, fornodnngatall' ab»
folutely nothing !

¢ Dear! how droll ! faid Indiana, -
“Bnt‘
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. ¢ But- why can you not interfere ¥’
eried Camilla: “ poor Mr. Weﬁwyn will
be made fo unhappy if any ev1l befals his
fOH m " -

e O, faith, as to him, he m'ay' take it as
he will; I fhan’t trouble my head about -
him ; he has made free enough with me, I
can aﬂ'ure you'; it’s only to have ‘him out
of the way, that the bufinefs is put off till
noon ; it was to have been ixr the morning,
.but the old tyrant took it into his pate'to
make poor Henry, who.is one of your
- good ones, and does nothing to vex him

_on purpofe, ride out with him; he has

romifed; however, ‘to get.off b)j twelve
o’clock, when four of us are to be at 3
ccrtam {pot that 1 fhan’t name.’

‘Camilla again began to plead the merits
' of the father ; but Indiana more urgently
demanded the reafon of the combat. <1
*dare fay, brother, they fight about being
. in.love with fomebody? don’t thev bro-
ther? now do tell me?”"

“ Not a whit! it’s for a girl he don’t

care a ftraw for, and néver faw but once
Y | in_
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in his life, and don’t care . - farthing if he
_ dever fees again.” "

*" ¢ Dear, how droll, brother! 1 thought
. le always fought about being in loye
' t£ fomebody they wanted to marry; and
never but when fhe was' excefhive prétty.”
% O, faith, marriage feldom deferves a
fighting -match; but as to béing pretty, .
that’s all Harry has in his excufe, fo he
pretends’ he’s as divine as an angel.”’

« Dear' well, and dort you know any
th,mg more fh:in that about it -

~ % No, nor ke neither ; he only ‘faw her

“at a bathing houfe, Where a fine jolly
young buck was paying her a few compli-
ments, that The- affected not to like; and
PE efently, in aﬁlly difpute whether fhe was
agirl of chara&er, they had a violent quar-

' xel, and Hagry.was fuch a fool as to end it
witha challenge. ‘

. At the words.a h;lbmg koufe, the bleod
"forfopk the cheeks of Camilla with fudden
;perional, algrm ; but it mounted high inte
.them again, upon, hearing the pature of the

XOL. 1V, .o difpute;
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difpute ; though yet again it funk, and left
them wholly pallid, at thebrief and final
conviction fhe was the fole caufe of this
duel, and upon fo difgraceful a difpute.

The emotions of Edgar, though lefs:
fearful, were not. lefs violent nor painful.
That Camilla thould be the fubjeét of any
challenge was thocking, but of fuch a one
he thought a dithonour; yet to prevent,
and with the leaft publicity, its effect, was -
the immediate occupation of his mind.

A fhort paufe enfued, broken prefently
by Clermont, who, looking at his watch,
fuddenly jumped up, and calling out,
¢ Faith, I fhall be too late !’ was capering
out of the room; but the fhame of Ca-
milla in the difgrace, was overpowered by -
her tertor of.its confequenccs, and ftarting
up, and clalping her ‘hands, .« O coufin !
O Clermont ! fhe cried, * for Heaven s
fake ftop this affair 1"’

Clermont; fatisfied that a fufficient alarm
was raifed to impede the tranfattion, with-
out any conceffion on his part, declared
himfelf bound in honour to' attend the

.- appoint-
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appointment, and, in extreme feeming
hafte and earneftnefs, walked off ¢ ftop«
ping, however, when he came to the door,
not to liften to the fupplications of his
coufin, but to tofs off a freth cup of choco«

.~ late, which a waiter was ]uﬂ: carrying to

the next room.
Camilla now, her face varying in colour"

_twenty times in a minute, and her whole

frame fhaking, while her eyes were caft,
confcious and ‘timid, on the floor, ap-
proached Edgar, and faying, * This young
man’s father is my dear uncle’s fnend‘
burft into tears. :

Edgar, wholly diffolved, took her hand
preﬂ‘ed it to hislips, befought her, in a low

voice, to difmifs her apprehenfions, in the

confidence of his moft ardent exertions;
and again kiffing her hand, with the words,
¢« Too----O, far too dear Ca,nul.la B ha{ten
ed after Lynmere.

AffeQed in a thoufand ways, fhe dropt,
weeping, upon a chair, Should the duel

“take place, and any fatal confequences fol-

low, ‘the felt fhe thould never be’ bappy
i 02 again ;



- 292 CAMILLA.

‘.agam., and even, fhould it be prevented
jts very fuggeftion, from fo horrible a doybt
of her charadter, feemed a ftain from which

. it coyld never recover. The inconfider-
ate. facility with which fhe had wandered
about with a perfon fo little known to her,
fo underbred, and fo forward, appeared
now to herfelf mexcufable and fhe de-
termined, if but fpared this dreadful pu-
nithment, to pafs the whole of_her futurc
life in unremitting caution.

. Eugenia, . with the kindeft fympathy,
and Indiana and Mifs Margland, with ex-
treme curiofity, fought to difcover the
reafon of her emotion ; -but while begging
. them to dxfpenfe with an explanatxon, old
. Mr. Weltwyn was announced and ap-
peared

. The horrars of a culpnt, the moft
- eruel as'well as.criminal, feemed inftantly
the portion of the felf-condemned Ca-
milla; and, as he advanced with chearful
kindnefs, to inquire after her health, hig
ignorance that all his happinefs, through
,her means, was that moment at ftake,
pierced

i
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pierced her with a fuffering fo -exquifite,
that fhe uttered a deep groan, and funk
back upon her chair. .

-An inftant’s recolletion brought her
more of fortitude, though not of comfort
and fpringing up and addreffing, though
not looking at' Mr. Weftwyn, who was
ftaring at her with aftonithment and con.
cern: < Where, fir,” fhe cried, “ is your
fon? If 'you have the leaft knowledge
‘which way he is - goné—-which way he
may be traced---purfue and: force him
back this moment !----Immediately !----

¢« My fon !”’ repeated the good old gen~
gleman, wanting no other word to partice ,
pate in any alarm; ¢ what, Hal Wefl

L« Follow hlm---feek him----fend for
lmna--and do not, a ﬁngle inftant, lofe
fight of him.all day !—

¢ My dear young lady, what do you
. mean? Pll fend for him, to be fure, if
you defire it ; but whatmakes you fo
good ‘as to think about my fon? did you
03 ever
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ever fee my fon? do you know my fon?
do you know Hal Weftwyn ?*’
¢ Don’t afk now, dear fir! fecure him

firft, and make what mqumes you pleafe
afterwards.”

. Mr. Weftwyn, in evident conﬁernatton,
walked out, Camilla herfelf opening the
door; but turning back ‘in the paffage,
ﬁrongly faid: < If the boy has been guilty
of any mifbehaviour, I won’t fupport him ;
I don’t like mifbehaviour; it’s a bad
thing; I can’t take to it.””

“ Ono! no! quite the contrary !”” ex-
claimed the agitated Camilla, he is good,
kind, generous! I owe him the greateft
obligation! and I defire nothing upon
earth fo much, at this moment, as to fee
him, and to thank him!”

.. The old gentleman’s eyes now ﬁlled ‘
with ‘tears, and coming back, and moft
affeGtionately fhaking hands with her, « I
.was afraid he had mifbehaved,” he cried ;

« but he was always a good lad; and if hc
has done any thing for the niece of" my
dear Sir Hugh Tyrold, I-fhall hug him to
o , Sy
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‘my heart !”” and then, in great, but pleafed
‘perturbation, he hurried away, faying to
himfelf, as he went:- ¢ Pll take him to
‘her,  to-be fure ; I defire nothing better !
God blefs her! If fhe can fpeak fo well of
my poor Hal, fhe muft be- the beft girl
Hiving! and fhe fhall have him----yes, the
fhall have him, if fhe’s a mind to him;

and I don’t care if the I’n’t worth a groat ;

¥hels nigce to my old friend ; that’s better.”’

* Camilla fpeeding, . but not hearing him,

retiirned to her feat; yet could not anfwer
one queftion, from the horrors of her

fears, and her ﬂlame of  the detaxl of the

buﬁnefs '

When the breakfaft. was over,, M)f:
Margland defired every one would get
" ready to gob to the lodgings; and,’ with
,Indlana, repaired herfelf to vifit them,
and give general orders. “Dr. Marchmont
had glided out of the room, in anxiety’ for
Edgar; to the great diffatisfation, and al-
‘mof} contempt of Dr. Orkborne, with
‘whom' hig¢ was jult difcuffing fome contro-
verted points upon the fhield of Achilles ;
‘ 04 : whxch
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which, that he could quit for the light con~
cerns of a young man, added again to his
furmifes that, though he had run credi-
tably the ufual {cholaftic race, his reputar
tion wag more the effet of general ability
and addrefs, than of fuch found' and conr
' fummate learning as he himfelf paflefied.
Ruminating upon the ignorant injuftice of
mankind, in fuffering fuch quacks.in Litera-
ture and philology to carry the ‘palut_of
fame, he went to his chamber, to colle&,
from his bolfter and bedfide, the hoard of
books and papers, from which,. the pre-
~ceding night, he had difencumbered his
coat, waiftcoat, and great coat pockets, in-
fide and out, to review before he could

Noee . and whi : . .
IICEp § wewa: woiCh NOW Were again to- en-

circle himy, to facilitate their change of
abode. - o K
~ But Eugenia would not quit herafflicted
fifter, who foon, in her gentle brealt, de-
pofited the whole of her grief, her appre-
henfions, and her plans; charging her in-.
ftantly to retire, if Edgar fhould return,
that whatever might be the event he fhould
o * " ‘unfold,.
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* unfold, The might releafe him immediately
from an engagement that his laft words
feemed to avow did not make him happy,
and that probably he now repented. The
defign was fo confonant to the native he-
‘roifm of Edgema, that fhe confented, with
applaufe, to aid its execution. -

About half an hour, which feemed ®
be prolonged to twenty times the duration
of the whole day, pafled in terrible expect-
atien ; Edgar then appeared, and Eugenia,
fufpendm‘g her earneft curiofity, to com-
‘ply with the acute feeﬁngs of her fifter,
retreated.

Camila could fcarce breathe ; 'fhe ftood

~ up, her eyes. and mouth open,' her face

- pale, her hands_uplifted, waxtmg, but not
daring to demand intelligence:

Edgar, entering'into her difttefs with 2
. tendernefs that drove from him his own,
eagerly fatisfied her: « AlL” ‘he cried,
¢ is fafe ; the affair has been comprormﬂd
_no duel has taken place ; and the partics
havé mutually- pledged thcmfelves to for-
get the difpute.” , A

, 05 Tears
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- Tears again, but no longer bitter,
.flowed copioufly down. her cheeks, while
her raifed eyes and clafped hands ex-
prefled the fervency of her thankful-
nefs.

. Edgar, extremely touched, took her
hand ; he withed to feiz¢ a moment fo-
nearly awful, to enforce upon her mind
.every ferious fubjet with which he moft
.defired it to be imprefled ; but forrow was
ever facred to him; and defiring only, at
this period, to confole her : ¢ This adven. -
ture,” he cried, ¢ has now terminated fo
well, you mutt not fuffer it to wound you.
Difmifs it, fweet Camxlla, from your me-
mory '--at leaft dll you are more come
pofed.”

¢ No, ﬁr 1 cried Camill, to whom ln;
{foftnefs, by reﬁormg her hope of an ulti-
mately happy conclufion, reftored ftrength ;
¢ it ought never to be difmiffed from my -
memory ; and what I am now going to fay
'will fix it there indelibly.”

Edgar was furprifed, but pleafed ; his
moft anxious withes feemed on the poinz

Q
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of being fulfilled ; he.expetted a voluntary
explanation of every perplextty, a clear~
ance of all myftery.

«T am fenfible that I have appeared to
you,” the refumed, “ in many points re- -
‘prehenﬁble ; in fome, perhaps, ipexcuﬁ-

 -able.-..’
'« Inexcufable? O no! never! neveg' b

¢ The letters of Sir Sedley Clarendel I
know you think I ought not to have re-
cexved----. . _
’ Edgar, bmng his naxls, looked down. ;
. And, 'indeed, Iacknowledge myfelf
m that affair, a moft egregious dupe !---~
. Sheblufhed ; but her bluth was coIour:

* “lefs to that of Edgar. Refentment againft
i8ir Sedley-beat high in every vein ; while
.difappointment to his delicacy, in the idea
‘of Camilla duped by any man, feemed, in
one blow, to detach him from her perfon,
. bya fudden diffolution of all charm to h:s
‘mind in the conneftion. | N

Camilla faw, too late, the had: been tos

haﬁy in a -confefion which fome apolo-
06 gifing
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gifing account fhould have preceded;
but what her ‘courage had begun,: pnde
naw aided. her to fqpport, and the-conti-
aued.

. For what belpngs to that cet;reqund'
ance, and even for its being usknown. 4o
my friends, I may oﬂ’er, perhaps, heneaftqr,
domething in exculpitmn s—~hereafter, I
fay, building upon your Iong family re-

' gard; for though we partee—it will be, I
‘truft, in amity.”

- ¢ Part!” repeated Edgar, recovermg
from Hiis difpleafure by amazement.

.« Yes, part,? faid the, with affuitned
firfinefs ; < it would be vairi to palliate
what I camnot difguife from myfélf-sl am
'&eﬂ'ened in your efteem.” She: could nat
‘go on; imperious jhame took poffefion
«of her voicey crimfoned her very forehead,
bluthed even in her eyes, demolithed her
_#rained energy, and enfeebled her genumc
fpirit.

But the confcious taaturmty of Edgar
recalled her exertions ; ftruck and affliéted
by the truth fhe had prqnounced, he could

‘ 6 not
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ot ceptrovert it ;- he -was mute; bat his
-look fpoke keen dxﬁurbance and bzttqr
regret. . .

.% Not fo low, howeier, am I yet,
m:{t, &allen-in youriopindon, that you can

* swohder ‘at'the ftep I now take. I am:
:aware of many errours ; I know, too, that

appedrances have often cruelly mifrepre-
-fented me ; my errours you might have the

-candour to ferget, and falfe appearances 1
~ tcquld eafily clear in my own favour:x-

1but where, snd what is the talifian. which

. rcan erafe from my own remembrancg that

you have thought me unworthy P2

Edgar ftarted ; but fhe: would not give
!nn{ tithe- to fpeak; what /the had hft ut-
“téred was too painful to- her to dwell upen,
-or hear anﬁvered and rapidly, and in an
elevated manner, fhe went -on.

«“q here, thérefore, foleninly releafe you.
fromi'dll tie, all engagémeht whitever with
 Clrilla ‘Tyrold!" T fhall ‘rhiAediately ac-

“quaint ‘my- friends th;t henceforth---v/e

Botli are Free it
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She was them retiring. Edgar, cori-
founded by a ftroke fo "utterly and every
way unexpeited, neither anfwering nor
“interpofing, till he faw her hand upon'the
lock of the*door. ~In a voice then, that
fpoke him cut to the foul, though without
attempting to ftop: her, « This then,” he
.cried, “ Camilla, is your final adiew.” -
- She turned round, and with a face

glowing, and eyes gliftening, held out to
-him her hand : ¢ I knew not if you would
accept,” the faid, * a kinder word, or I
thould have affured you of my unaltered
regard--—~and have claimed the continuance
of your friendfhip, and even--~if your pa-
_tience. is not utterly exhaufted, of your
watchful counfel----Farewell ! . remember
me without feverity ! my ownglteem muft
be permanent as my exiftence !I” -

. The ‘door, here, was opened by Mlﬁ
" Margland and .Indiana, and ‘Camilla
haftily fnatched away the hand which Ed-
.gar, grafping with the fondnefs of reng-
vated paffion, fecretly meant t0 part wﬁh
no more, till a final reconcxhatxon once
. again
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again made it his own ; but compelled to
yield to circumftance, he fuffered it .to be
withdrawn ; and while fhe darted into the
chamber of Eugenia, to hide her- deep
emotion from Indiana, who was tittering,
and Mifs Margland, who wa fneering, at -
the fituation in which fhe was furprifed,
he abruptly took leave himfelf, too much
imprefled by this critical fcene, to labour
for uninterefting difcourfe. | '

k
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CHAP VL

Ideas upon Marriage.

HILE, in the bofom of her faithful
fifter, Camilla repofed her feelings
ard her fears, alte'nately rejoicing. and
trembling in the temerity of the refolution
the had exerted; Edgar fought his not
lefs faithful, nor honourable, but far more
worldly friend, Dr. Marchmont.
He narrated, with extreme emotion, the
" {cene he had juft had with Camilla ; affert-
~ ing her poffeffion of every fpecies of excel-
lence from the noblenefs of her rejeétion,
and abhorring himfelf for having given
her 2" moment’s doubt of his fulleft
efteem. Not a folicitude, he declared,
now remained with him, but how to ap-
peafe her difpleafure, fatisfy her dlgmty,
-and recover her favour.
« Softly, foftly I faid the Doétor s
& meafure your fteps more temperately,
ere

4
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ere you run with fuch velocity.. If this
refufal is the refult of an offended fen-
fibility, you cannot exert yourfelf too
warmly in its confolation; ever if it is’
from pride, it has a juft claim to your
conceflions, - fince fhe thinks you have in~
]ured it; yet paufe ‘before you aét, may
it not be merely* from a confidence: of
power that loves to tyranrize -over -its
flaves, by playing :with their chains? - or
a'lurking fpirit of coquetryy that defires to
regain-the liberty of trifling withd{dme new
Sir Sedley Clarendel ? or, perhaps, .with
Sir Sedley himfelf ?’
- ¢ Dr. Marchmont ! how wretchedly 111
. you thmk of women !
. <1 think of them as.they are! Ithmk .
pf them as have found them. They are
artful, though feeble; they are lhallow,
yet fubtle.” -
. “ Yop have been unfortunate in your
‘copnexions
y ¢ Yet who had béttar profpeébs ? with
enorgies-as warin, with hopes as:alive as
yaur own, twice have I.conduéted to the
P : altar
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altar two beings I thought framed for my
peculiar felicity ; but my peace, my hap-
pirefs, and my honour, have been torn -
up by the root, exaétly where I thought
I had planted them for my whole tem-
poral exiftence. ‘This heart, which to
Yyou appears hard and fufpicious, has been
‘the ‘dupe of its fufceptibilities; firlt, in
- a creature of its' own choice, next, where
it believed ‘itfelf chofen. . That firft, Man-.
diebert, - had you feen her, you would
have thought, as I thought her my-
felf--—an angel! She was another Ca
milla,”
-« Another Camiila 1

. ¥ Grace, fweetnefs, and beauty vied in -
her for pre-eminence.  Yes,. anotherCa.

‘milla! ‘though ¥ fee your incredulity ; ‘I
dee you - think  my comparifon althoft
profane ; and ghat grace, fweetnefs, and
beauty, waited the-birth- of Camilla to be
made known to the world." " Sieh, héow-
ever, the was, and I faw.and:loved at
conce. L knew her' charater: fair, ¥ pre-
cipxtately ‘made by addrefles, andcon-
: cluded
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¢ ¢luded myfelf beloved in- retutn.-—be-
caufe I was accepted ¥’

Edgar fhrunk back, and caft down his
cyes.

. % Nor was it ull the moment--heart-
breaking yet to my recolleition leeeof her
fudden death, that I knew the lifelefs,
foullefs, inanimate frame was all the -had

. beftowed upon me. ‘Inthe private drawer

_of her bureau, I then found a pockets
book. In the firft leaf, I faw a gentle.
man’s name ;----I turned over, and faw it

again; I looked further, and ftill it met

my view ; I opened by chance,----but no-
thing elfe appeared :----there it was fhll
traced in every hand, charaltered in every

form, fhipe, and manner, the wayward, - -

wiftful eye could dehght to fathion, for
‘varying, yet beholding it without end :

“while, over the intermediate fpaces, verfes,

_quotations, fhort but affelting fentences,

‘were every where fcattered, bewailing the

. mifery of - difappointed hope, and unre-

quitdd love ; of a. heartlefs hand devoted

at ‘the altar H of vows enchaining liberty,

© .not
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not factifying affetion ! I then----alas, tod
late! dived deeper,*with, then, ufelefs in-
veftigation,-----and difcovered .an‘ early.
paffion, néver erafed from her mind ;----
difcovered-----that I had never made her
‘happy ! that fhe was merely enduring,
fuffering me--~while my whole. confiding
foul was undividedly hers !”~--

Edgar fhuddered at this piture ; * But
why, then,” he cried, * fince ‘the feemed
ainiable as well as fair,. why did {he acs
.cept you :
. % Afk half the married women in the
nation how they became wives : they will
tell you their friends urged them ,---that
thcy had no other eftablithment in view 3
» ~==-that nothing is fo uncertain as the re
petition of matrimonjal powers in women ;
++and that thofe who cannot Tolicit what
they with, muft accommodate themfelves
to. what offers. This firft adventure, how-
ever, is now no longer ufeful to you,
‘though upon its hard remembrance was
- founded my former- caution :, but Iam
even myfelf fatraﬁed, at prefent, that the
carlieft
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earheﬂ: parnahty of Camilla has been
yours ; what now you have to weigh, is
the ftrength or inadequacy of her charac- -
ter, for guiding that partiality to your
mutual happinefs. My fecond melaicholy
hiftory will beft illuftrate, this difficulty.
You may eafily believe, the laft of my
intentions was any further effayin a lottery
I had found fo inaufpicious ; but, while
cold even to apathy, it was my in¢vitable
‘chance to fall in the way of a pleafing
and innocent young creature, who gave
me, unfought and unwifbed- for, her
heart. The boon, neverthelefs, foon
caught my own: for what is fo allurm‘g
- as the voluntary affetion of a vmuous'
“woman {”’

“ Well,” cried Edgar, « and what -

now could difturb your tranquillity 2**-
¢ The infufficiency of that heart to its
‘own decifion. I foon found her apparent
prediletion was fimply the refult of the
. cafualty which brought me almoft exclu-
fively into her fociety, but unmarked by
any confonance of tafte, feeling, or under-
Randmg
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ftanding. Her inexperience had made her
believe, fince fhe preferred me to the few

who furrounded her, I was the man of J

her choice: with equal facility I con-
curred in the fame miftake ;----for what
is fo credulous as felf-love? But fuch a
regard, the child of accident, not felec-
tion, was unequal, upon the difcovery of
the diﬂimilarity of ‘our difpofitions, to the
fmalleft ‘facrifice. My ‘melancholy re-
tyrnied with the view of our mutual de-
lufion ; - laffitude of pleafing was the
precurfor of difcontent. Diffipation then,
in the form of amufement, prefented it-
felf to her aid: retirement and books came
to mine. My refource was fafe, though -
folitary ; her’s was gay, but perilous,
Diffipation, with its ufual Proteus powers,
~ from amufement changed its form ta-
temptation, allured her into dangers, im-
peached her honour, and blighted her
with difgrace. . I juft difcerned the preci-
pice whence fhe was falling, in_time to
avert the dreadful neceflity of cafting her
off for ever :---—but what was our life
) thence
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then¢e forward? Cares unparticipated,
griefs uncommunicated, ftifled refent-
ments, and unremitting wearinefs! She is
now no more; and I am a lonely indivi
dual for the reft of my pilgrimage. '
- ¢¢ Take warning, niy dear young friend,
by my experience. The entire poflefion
of the heart of the woman you marry is
not more effential to your firft happinefs,
than the complete knowledge of her dif-
pofition is to your ultimate peace.”
. Edgar thanked him, in deep concern: to
have awakened emotions which the ab-
forption of ftudy, and influence of litera<
ture, held generally dormant. The leffon,
however, which they inculcated, he en-
gaged to keep always prefent to his con-
fideration ; though, but for the ftrange
affair of Sir Sedley Clarendel, he fhould
feel confident that, in Camilla, there was
not more of exterior attraltion, than of
folid excellence : ahd, with regard to their
concordance of tafte and. humour, "he had
never feen her fo gay, nor fo lovely, as in
fcenes of attive benevolence, or domeftic
I'4 . life.
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Iife. She had promifed to cléar, here-
after, the tranfa&tion with Sir Sedley ; but
he could not- hold back for that ex-
planation : hurt, already, by his apparent
{fcruples, the had openly named: them-as
the motives of her rejeftion: could-he,
then, fhew her he yet demurred, without
forfejting all hope of a future accommoda. ~
tion ? N SN :
* ¢ Delicacy,” faid Dr. Marchmont;
« though the quality the moft amiable we
ean pradife in the fervice of others, muft
not take place of common fenfe, and. found'
judgment, for ourfelves. Her difmiffion
does not difcard you from her fociety;
on the contrary, it -invites your fnend-
L Ah Do&or} what innocence, what
fweemefs does that very cxrcum&ancc
difplay !”’ -
T Leam, however, thexr concomitante,
ere you yxeld to their charms: learn if
their fource is from a prefent, Vet acci-
* dental preference, or from the nobler:
fpring of elevated fentiment. The meet-
C  ing
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ing you furprifed with Sir Sedley, the pre.
fumption you acknowledge of his letters,
and the confeflion made by herfelf that
~fhe had fubmitted to be duped by
him.”

¢ O, Dr. Marchmont ! what harrowing
drawbacks to felicity! And how much °
muft we rather pity than wonder at the
errors of common young women, when
a creature fuch as this is fo eafy to be
mifled P
.« You muft not imagine I mean a cen-
fure upon the excellent Mr. Tyrold, when
I fay fhe is left too much to herfelf: the

‘purity of his principles, and the virtue of . -~

his charaCter, muft exemipt him from
blame ; but his life has been both too
private and too tranquil, to be aware of
the dangers run by Female Youth, when
ftraying from the mother’s *careful wing.
All that belongs to religion, and .to prin-
ciple, he feels, and he has taught ; but the
_impediments they have to encounter in a_
¢ommerce with mankind, he. could ot
point out, for he does not know. Yet there -
YOL. 1V, P is

~
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is nothing more certain, than that feventeén
~ weeks is not lefs able to go alone in a
nurfery,. than feventeen years in the
world.”

This fuggeftion but added to the bias
of Edgar to take her, if poffible, under hlS -
own immediate guidance. '

« Know, firft,” cried the Door, ¢ if

" to your guidance the will give way ; know
'if the affair with Sir Sedley has exculpa-
tions which render it fingle and adventi.
tious, or if there hang upon it a light-
nefs of charater that may inveft caprice,
chance, or ficklen®fs, with powers of in.
volving fuch another entanglement.”
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"How to treat a Defamer.”

As the lodgings taken by Mifs Marg-
land could not be ready till the afters
noon, Camilla remained with her fifter; a
fojourn which, while it confoled her with
the fociety, and gratified her by the appro-
bation of Eugenia, had yet another allure-
ment ; it detained her under the fame
* roof with Edgar; and his manner of lift-
ening to her rejection, and his undifguifed
fuffering before they were parted, led her
to expet he might yet demand a confer-
ence before the quitted the hotel.

In about an hour,as unplea.fantly as une
ceremonioufly, they were ‘broken in upon
by Mrs. Mittin. N

« How monftrous lucky, my dear,”
cried the, to Camilla, ¢ that I fhould find
you, and your little fifter, for I fuppofe this
is fhe, together! I went into your dining-

P2 room
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room to afk for you, and there I met thofe
other two ladies ; and I've made acquaint-
ance with ’em, I affure you, already; for
I told them I was on a vifit at the Honour-
able Mrs. Betlinton’s. So I've had the op-
portumty to recommend fome fhops to
’em, and I’ve been to tell fome of the good
folks to fend them fome of their niceft
goods for ’em to look. at; for, really,
fince I’ve been buftling a little about here,

"P’ve found fome of the good people fo

vaftly obliging, I can’t but take a pleafure
in ferving ’em, and getting ’em a few cuf-
tomers, efpecially as I know a little civility
of that fort makes one friends furprifingly.
Often and often have I got. things under
pnme coft myfelf, anly by helpmg a perfon’
on in his trade. So one can’t fay good na-
ture’s always thrown away. However, I
come tiow on purpofe to put a note into -
your own hands, from Ms. Berlinton ;

* for all the fervants were out of the way;

except one, and he wanted to be about
fomething elfe, fo I offered to bring it, and

ihe was very much pleafed ; fo T fancy it's
about
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about fome fecret, for the never offered to
fhew it me ; but as to the poor man I faved
from the walk, I’ve won his heart down.
right ; 1 dare fay he’ll go of any odd errand
for me, now, without vails. That’ the
beft of good nature, it always comes home
to one.”

The note from Mrs. Berlmton contained
u tender fupplication for the return of Ca-
milla, and a preffing and ﬂattermg invita-
ton that her fifter fhould ]om their little
party, as the motives of honour and dif-
cretion which made her, at the requeft
and for the fake of her brother, facrifice
her eagernefs to be prefented to Mifs Ly
mere, operated not to impede her acqumnt-
ance with Mifs Eugenia.
" This propofition had exquifite charms
for Eugenia. To become acquainted with
. the fifter of him to whom, henceforward,
fhe meant to devote her fecret thoughts,
‘enchanted her imagination, Camilla,
therefore, negotiated the vifit with Mifs
Margland, who, though little pleafed by
‘this feparate invitation, knew not how to
P3 - refufe
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refufe her concurrence; but Indiana, in-
dignant that the fifter of Melmond fhould
not, firft, have waited upon her, and foli.
cited her friendfhip, privately refolved,. in
pique of this difrefpe, to punith the bro-
ther with every rigour fhe could invent,

Camilla, upon her return, found Mrs,
Mittin already deeply engaged in propofing
an alteration in the drefs of Eugenia,
which the was aiding Molly Mill to accom-
plith; and fo much fhe found to fay and
to do, to propofe and to objeét to, to con-
trive and to alter, that, from the fimplicity
of the miftrefs, and the ignorance of the
maid, the one was foon led to conclude fhe
~ fhould have appeared improperly before
_ Mrs. Berlinton, without fuch ufeful advice 3
and the other to believe the muit fhortly
have loft her place, now her young lady
was come forth into the world, if fhe had
not thus miraculoufly met with fo good a
friend. 1
" During thefe preparations, Camilla was
fummoned back to the dining-room to re- -
ceive Mr. Weftwyn

She
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+ She did not hear this call with ferenity.

The danger which, however unwittingly,
the had caufed his fon, and the fhocking
circumftances which were its foundation,
tingled her cheeks, and confounded her
wifhi of making acknowledgments, with -
an horror that fuch an obligation could
be pofiibie.

: The door of the dmmg-room was open,'
and as foon as her fteps were heard, Mr.
‘Weftwyn' came fmiling forth to receive
her. She hung back involuntarily ; but,
pacing up to her, and taking her hand,
% Well, my good young lady,” he cried,
® I have brought you my fon; but he’s
. fio boafter; that I. can -aﬂ'ure"'you, for

- though I told him how you wanted him to -

come to you, and was fo good as to fay»
you were fo much obliged to him, I can’t
make him own he has ever feen you in his
kife’; which I tell him is carrying his mo.
deﬂ:y over far; I don’t like affetations-.
I have no taIte for it.”’ '

~ Camilla, ‘difcovering by this fpeech, as
well as by his pleafed and tranquil manner,
. P4 that
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that he had efcaped hearing of the intended
duel, and that his fon was ftill ignorant
whofe caufe he had efpoufed, ardently
wifhed to avert farther thame by concealmg
herfelf ; and, ftep by ftep, kept retreating
. back towards the room of Eugenia ; though
fhe could not difengage her hand from the
‘old gentleman, who, trying to draw her
on, faid: ¢ Come, my dear! don't go
away. Though my fon won’t confefs what
he has done for you, he can’t make me
forget that you were fuch a dear foul ag
~ to tell me yourfelf, of his good behavloux,,
and of your having fuch a kind opinior:
of him. And I have becn telling him, and®
I ¢an affure you I’ll keep my word, that if
né has dane a fervice to .the niece of my
dear old friend, Sir Hugh Tyzold, it fhalk
value him fifty paund a-year more to thig
"income, if I ftraighten myfelf néver fo
much. For a lad, that knows how to be«
have in that manner, will never fpend his
‘money fo as to make his old father athamed.
of him. And that’s a good thing. fora
man to know.” '

“ Indeed,
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- % Indeed,- fir, this is fome miiftike,”
faid the young man himfelf, now advancing
into the paffage, while Camilla was ftam~

mcring out an excufe froin entering;
* it’s fome great miftake ; I have not thc

Honour to know----"*

- He was going to add Mifs Fyrold, bui

he faw her at the fame moment, and i
ftantly recoliecting her face, ftopt, blufhed,
and looked amazed. -
. The retreating effort of Camilla, hel’
fhame and her pride, all fubfided by his
view, and ‘gave place to the mmore generous:
feelings of gratitude for his intuitive good'
opinion, and emotion for the rifk he had

sun in her defence: and with an expreffion -

- of captivating fweetnefs in her eyes and:

manner, “ That you did not know me,””

fhe cried,  makes the peculiarity of your

. goodnefs, which, indeed, I am more fen-*
fible to than ¥ can exprefs.”

« Why, there! there, now! there!*
. €ried Mr. Weftwyn, while his fon, en«

chanted to find whofe charatter he had -
fuﬁamed, bowed almoft to the gfound with

Ps5 - vefpetfu)
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refpe@ful gratitude for™fuch thanks; .
< only but liften! fhe fays the very fame
things to your face, that the faid behind
your back! though I am afraid it’s only
to pleafe an old father ; for if not, I can’t
for my life find out any reafon why you
fhould deny it. Come, Hal, fpeak out,
ml 199 ,

Equally at a lofs how either to avow or
evade what had paffed in the prefence of Ca-
milla, young Weftwyn began a ftammer-
ing and awkward apology ; but Camilla,
feeling doubly his forbearance, faid : « Si-
lence may in you be delicate---but in me it
would be gracelefs.” Then, turning from
him to old Mr. Weftwyn, ¢ you may be

.proud, fir,”” fhe cried, ¢ of your fon! It

was the honour of an utter ftranger he
was prote&mg, as helplefs as fhe was un.
known at the time fhe excited his intereft ;
nor had he even in view this poor mede he
nqw receives of her thanks !

o« My deareft Hal!” cried Mr. Weft-
wyn, wringing him by the hand ; * if you

, have but one fmall grain of xegard for me,

7 . ~don’t

PRI -
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don’t perfift in denying this! I’d give the

laft hundred pounds I had in the world

to be fure it was true !”’

« That to hear the name of this Jady,”
faid the young mam, ﬂloﬂ_d not be ne-
~ cefary to infpire me with refpeét for her,
. who can wonder? that any opportunity
could arife in which fhe fhould wart de-
fence, is all that can give any furprife.”

6 Youlown ity then, my dear Hal?
you own.you’ve done her a kindnefs?
why then, my dear Hal, you ve done one
to me! and I can’t help giving you a hug
for it, let who will think me an old fool.”

~He then fervently embraged his fon,
‘who_ confufed, though gratified, ftrove .
vainly to make difclaiming fpeeches. “ No,
no, my dear Hal,”, he cried, you tha’n’t
let yourfelf down with e again, I promlfe
you, though you’ve two or three times
tried to make me think nothmg of .you;
but this young lady here, dear foul, {fpeaks
. another language ; fhe fays I may be proud
of my fon! and I dare fay fhe knows why,
for ihe s a charming girl, as ever I faw; .
- PO , o
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fo T will be proud of my fon! Poor dear
Hal! thou haft gota good friend, I can
tell thee, in that young lady! and fhe’s
niece to the beft man I ever knew; and I
value her good oplmon more tha.n any
body’s.”

. “ You are much too. good *? cried Ca-
milla, in an accent of tender pleafure, the
refult of grateful joy, that fhe had not
been the means of deftroying the paternal
happinefs of fo fond a father, joined to the
dreadful certainty how -narrowly fhe had
. elcaped that mifery; * you are much too
good, and I bluth even to thank you,
when I think—"’

What the meant to add was in 2 momcn{
Jorgotten, and that the bluthed ceafed to
be metiphorical, when now, as they alf
three enteved the dining-room together,
the firfk objet ‘that met her eyes. was
:Edgar

. Theit eyes met not’ agam, delighted
and confcious, fhe “turned hers Haftily
away. He comes,, thought fhe, to reclaim

me! he will not fubmit to the feparation ;.
he
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he comes ‘to re-affure me of his efteem,
and to receive once more ‘my faxthful

. heart!

Edgar had feen, by chance, the Weft-
wyns pafs to the room of the Cleves party,

and felt the moft ardent defire to know if
they would meet with Camilla, and what
would be her reception of her young
chanipion, ‘whofe fword, with extreme
trouble, he had himfelf that morning
fheathed, ‘and whofe gallantry he attri:
buted to a vehement, however fudden:
paffion. Dr. Marchmont acknowledged
the epoch to be highly interefting for ob-
fervation, and, prefuming upon their oid
right of intimacy with all the.party, thcy
abruptly made a fecond vifit.
. Mifs Margland and Indiana, who were
examining fome goods fent by Mrs. Mittin,
had received them all four without much
mark of civility; and Mr. Weftwyn im-
mediately defired Camilla to be fent for,
and kept upon the watch, till her ftep
made him haften out to meet her. ‘
AT Edgar
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Edgar could not hear unmoved the dia-
logue which enfued; he imagined an
amiable rival was fuddenly fpringing upin
young Weftwyn, at the very moment of
his own difiniffion, which he now even
thought poflible this incipient conqueft had
urged; and when Camilla, walking be-
tween the father and the fon, with looks
of fofteft fenfibility, came into. the room,
he thought he had neyer feen her fo
lovely, and that her moft bewitching
fmiles were purpofely lavifhed for their
captivation.

‘With this idea, he found it 1mpoﬁible to

fpeak tq her; their fituation, indeed, was
too critical for any common addrefs, and

when he faw that fhe. tumed from hxm, he

attempted to converfe with the other ladies
upon their purchafes ; and Camilla, left to
her two new beaux, had the unavoxdable

‘appearance of being engroffed by them,

though the fight of Edgar mftantly robbed
them of all her real atte,ntxon ' -

Soon after, the door was. agam opened,

‘and Mr, Girt, the young perfumer, caine,

fmirking
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“ready difeovered, by having dodged her .
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finirking and fcraping, into the room, with

a box of various toys, effences, and cofe.

metics, recommended by Mrs. Mittin,
. Ignorant of the mifchief he had done

her, and not even recolleting to have feen-

him, Camilla made one to look at his

goods ; but Edgar, to whom his audacious:

affertions were immediately brought back

by his fight, would have made him feet the
effe@s of. his refentment, had not- his
paflion for Camilla been of fo folid, as well
as warm- a texture, as to induce him to
prefer guarding her delicacy, to any poffible
difptay he could make of his feelmgs to
others, or even to herfelf.

Mr. ert, in the midft of his exhibition
of memorandum books, fmelling bottles,

_tooth-pick cafes, and pocket mirrours;
~with wafhes to immortalize the fkin,
powders becoming to all countenances, -

and pomatums to give natural treffes to
old age, fuddenly recolletted Camilla.
The grofs miftake he had made he had al-
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to the hoafe of Mrs. Berlinton; but
all alarm at it had ceafed, by finding,
through a vifit made to his thop by
Mrs. Mittin, that fhe was uninformed:
he had propagated it. Not gifted with-
the difcernment to fee in the air and man-
ner of Camilla her entire, though unaffum-
ing fuperiority to hér accidental affociate,
~ he concluded them both to be relations of
fome of . the upper domeftics ; and with a
look and tene defcending from the meoft
profound adulation, with which he was .
prefenting his various articles to Mifs:
Margland and Indiana, into a g
the moft facetious, * O dear, ma’am,” he-
cried, “ I did not fee you at firft ; I hope
t'other lady’s well that’s been fo k.md as
to recommend me? Indeed I faw her ]ufE
now.”’

You Weflwyn, to whom, as to Edgar,.
the boid defamatxon of Girt occurred with.
his prefence, but whom none of the name-
lefs delicacies of the peculiar fituation, and
pecuhar charalter of Edgar, . reﬁramed
info filence, felt fuch a difguft at the pre-

B ¢ fumption
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fumption of effrontery that gave Mim cou~
rage for this facetious addrefs, to a young
lady whofe innocence of his ill ufage made
him think its injury double, that, unable to

reprefs his jndignation, he abruptly whif-
pered inhis ear, ¢ Walk out of the room,
flr ]”

The. amazed perfumer, at this haughty
and unexpeSed order, flared, amd cried
aloud, “No offence, I-hope, fir t”’ .

Mr. Weltwyn atked what : was the
nirtter § while Camills, erim{oned by the
familiar affarasce with which fhe had bcdl
addrefled, retired to a window. -

. % Nothing of any moment, fir,” an-
fiwered Henry; and: agam, in a low but
fill more pofitlve voice, he. :cpeamd ind
command to Gn-t. :
" % Sir, Pm'not ufed tobe ufed in ‘this.
manner !’ anfwered the, hardily, -and
. hoping, by raifing his tone, for the favour-
able intervention of the company. '
Indiana, now, was preparing to fcream,
and Mifs Margland was looking round to
“fe whom fhe fhould reprehend; but

young



330 CAMILLA.

young Weftwyn, coolly apening the door,
with a ftrong arm, and ‘'an able jerk,
twifted the perfumer into the paffage, fay-
ing, “ You may fend fomebody for your
goods.”

Girt, who éqhally ftrong, “but mnot
equally adroit as Henry, ftrove in vain to-
refift, vowed vengeance for this affault.
Henry, without feeming to hear him, oc- .
cupied himfelf with looking at what he had
left. Camilla felt her eyes fuffufe with
tears ; and Edgar, for the firft time in his
life, found himfelf vifited by the baleful -
paffion of envy. - ;
~ Mifs Margland could not comprchend'
what this meant; Indiana :comprehended
but too much in finding there was fome..
difturbance of which fhe wasmot the ob.
jeft; but Mr, Weftwyn, lofing his look.
of dehﬁht faid, with fomething of feverity,
“ Hal! what did you turn that man out
of the room for ?”* - :

, © He is perfectly aware. of my reafon,

fir,” faid Henry; and then added it was
along
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a long ftory, which he begged to relate
another time.

The blank face of Mr. Weﬂ:wyn Ihewed,
. difpleafure and” mortification. He lifted
the head of his cane to his mouth, and
after biting it for fome time, with a frown- '
ing countenance, muttered, ¢ I don’t like -
to fee a man-turned out of a room. If
he’s done any harm, tell him fo; and if
it’s worfe than harm, foufe him in a horfe-
pond; I've no objetion: But I'don’t like
~ to fee a man turned out of a room; it’s
. very unmannerly; and I did not think
. Hal would do fuch a thing.” Then fud-
denly, and with' a fuccin& bow," blddmg
them all good bye, he took a hafty leaves
ftill, however, muttering, all the way along
the paflage, and down the ftairs, - loud
enough to be heard : « Kicking and Jerk-
mg a man about does not prove him to'be
in the wrong. I thought Hal had been
more of a gentleman. If I don’t find the
man turns out to be a rafcal, Hal fhall beg
his pardon ; for 1 don’t like to fee a man
turned out of a room.”” '

Henry,
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Henry, whofe fpirit was as irritible as it
was generous, felt acutely this public cen~
fure, which, though fatisfied he did not de-
ferve, every fpecies of propriety prohibited
his explaining away. With a forced finile,
therefore, and a ﬁlcnt bow, he followed
his father.

Mifs Ma:gland and Indiana now burft
forth with a torrent of wonders, conjec-
tures, and queftions ; but the full heart of
Camilla denied her fpeech, and the carriage
of Mrs. Berlinton being already at the
. door, fhé called upon Eugeni ', and fol-
lowed, perforce, by Mrs. , left the
hotel. - :

. Edgar and Dr. Marchmont gzve neither
furprife nor concern by retiring inftantly
to thejr own apartment.

¢ Dr. Marchmont,” faid the -former,
in a tone of affumed moderation, ¢ I have:
loft Camitla! I fee it plainly. This young
man fteps forward fo gallantly, fo ingenu-
oufly, nay fo amiably, that the contraft-—._
chill, fevere, and repulfive----muft render
me----in this deteftable I’cate---mfupportable
to-
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to all her feelings. Dr. Marchmont! I
have not a doubt of the event!”
- ¢ The jun&ure is, indeed, perilous, and
the trial of extremeft hazard; but it is
fuch as draws all uncertainty to a, crifis,
and, therefore, is not much to be lamented.
'You may fafely, I think, reft upon it your
deﬁiny. To a general female heart a duel
- is the moft dangerous of all affaults, and
the moft fafcinating of all charms; and .3
duellift, though precifely what a woman
moft fhould dread, as moft expoﬁng her
_ to. public notice, is the perfon of all
others fhe can, commonly, leaft refift.
. By this teft, then, prove your Camilla.
Her champion feems evidently her ad-
mirer, and his father her adorer. Her
late engagement with you may poflibly not
réach them; or reaching but with its dif-
folution, ferve only to render them more
’ eager ” .

* Do you fuppofe hxm," cnedEdgar |
after a paufe of ﬁrongdaﬁurbance, “da
you fuppofe him rich#” \

« Certalnly

]
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~ © ¢ Certainly not. That the addition of
fifty pounds a-year to his income fhould
- be any obje&, proves his fortune to be
very moderate.”’
¢ Clear her, then, at leaft,” faid he,
with a folemnity almoft reproachful;
% clear her, at leaft, of every mercenary
charge! If I lofe her----”” he gafped for
breath----¢¢ fhe will not, you find, be
bought from me! and pique, anger, in-
juftice, nay inconftancy, all' are lefs de-
bafing than the fordid corruption of which
you fufpected her.”
< This does not, neceflarily, prove her
difinterefted ; fhe is too young, -yet, to
know herfelf the value fhe may hereafter
fet upon wealth. And, independent of that
inexperience, there is commonly fo little
ftability, fo little internal hold, in the fe-
male charatter, that any fudden glare of
adventitious lure, w:ll draw them, for the
moment, from any and every regular plan
of fubftantial benefit. It remains, there.
fore, now to be tried, if Beech Park, and
_ its
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its mafter-united, can vie with the bright
and intoxicating incenfe of a life volunta-
rily rifked, in fupport----not of her fair
fame, that was unknown to.its defender---«
but fimply of the fair countenance Wthh
feemed its pledge.”

- Edgar, heartlefs and fad, attempted no
further argument ; he thought the Doctor
prejudiced againit the merits of Camilla ;
yet it.appeared, even' to himfelf, that her
whole conduc, from the fhort period of
his open avowal, had feemed a wilful fe-
ries of oppofition to his requefts and opi-
nions. And while terror for furrounding
dangers gave weight to his difapprobation
of her vifiting Southampton, with a lady
the knew him to think more attrattive
than fafe or refpe&table, her fufferance of
the vulgar and forward Mrs. Mittin, with
whom again he faw her quit the hotel, was
yet more offenfive, fince he could conceive
for it no other inducement than a carelefs,
if not determined humour, to indulge every
impulfe, in equal contempt of his counfel,
and her own refletion.

All
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All blame, however, of Camilla, was
thort of his felf-diffatisfation, in the dif-
tance impofed upon him by uncertainty,
and the coldnefs dictated by difcretion.
At a period fo fenfitive, when her fpirit
was alarmed, and her delicacy was
wounded, that a ftranger fhould fart for-
ward, to vindicate her innocence, and
chaftife its detraftors, was fingular, was
unfortunate, was nearly intclerable ; and
he thought he could with thankfulnefs,
have renounced half his fortune, to have
been. himfelf the fole protettor of Ca-
milla,
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CHAP VIL
" The Power of Prepoffefion.

Tnz' two fifters were filent from the
hotel to the houfe of Mrs. Berlinton,
--From the height of happieft expe&ation,
raifed fby the quick return of Edgar, Ca-
‘milla was funk.into the loweft defpond-
-ence, by. the abortive conclufion of the
me'etmg ‘while Eugenia was abforbed in
aute joy, and wrapt expeftation. But
Mrs. Mittin, undifturbed. by the pangs of
-uncertainty, and unoccupied by any. ro-
mantic perfuafion of blifs, fpoke amply,
with refpe& to quantity, for all three.
Mrs. Berlinton, though fomewhat ftruck
" at firlt fight of Eugenia with her ftrange
- contraft to Camilla, received her with all

-the diftinguifhing kindnefs dye, to the fiftet
~ of her friend. ) R

She had the poems of Colhns in hqr
thand ; and, at their joint defire, inftead of

vvox.xv. R < T puttmg
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putting the book afide, read dloud, and
‘with tendereft accent, cne of hxs ‘moft
~ plaintive odes. ‘

Eugenia yyas enraptured. Ah' thought
fhe, this is indeed the true f{ifter of the
accomplithed Melmond !-~-She fhall thare
mth him my adoration. My heart fhall
be devoted----after my own dear family—
to the homage of: their perfeéhons‘ ‘
. The ode, to her great delight, Jafted
till the dinner was announced, when Mel.
mond - appmed but her prepoffeflion
. could alone give any charm to_his fight :

- he could barely recollet that he had feen . .

her, or even Camilla before ; he had con-
verfed with neither ; his eyes had ‘been
devated to Indiana, 'and the defpondence
which had become his: portion fince the
news of the marriage of his aunt, feemed
but, rendered the more peculiarly bitter,
by this intimate conne&ion with the famxly
_ of an objet fo adered. ‘
. Yet, though nothing could be more
{pmtlefs than the hour of. dinner, Eu-

gcmz dxfcovered in it no deficiency ; the:
. had
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‘had previoufly fettled, that the prefence
of Melmond could only breathe fweets
and perfection, and the niagic of preju-
"dice works every event into its own en‘cle
of éxpeQtation. .

Melmond did hot evén accompany
them back to the drawing-room. Euge-
nia fighed ; but nobody heard her. Mrs
Mittin faid, fhe had fomething of great
confequence to do in her own*room, and
Mrs. Berlinton, “to divert the languor fhe
found creeping upon them all, had res
courfe to Hammend's elegies.

" Thefe were flill reading, when a fervant
brought in the name of Lord Valhurft,
<« O, deny me to him! deny me to him !”
- cried ‘Mrs. Berlmtop 3 ’tis-a relation of *
M. Berlinton’s, and I hate him.”

The order was given, howe\q:r, too
"late ; he entered the room. .

The name, as. Camilla knew it not, the
had heard unmoved ; but the fight of a
perfon who had fo largely contributed to
thock and terrify her in the bathing-houfe,
firuck her with horrar.  Brought up with

| w e
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.the refpe of other times, the had rifen
at his entrance; but the turned fuddenly
round upon recollecting him, and inftead

- of the courtfie the intended making, invo-
luntarily moved away her chair from the
part of the. room to which he was ad-

. vancing.
 This was unnoticed by Mrs. Berlinton,
whofe chagrin at his intrufion made her
with to walk away alfo; while with Lord

. Valhurft it only pafled, Jomed to her rifing,
for a mark of her being but little accuf:
tomed to company. That Eugenia rofe
too was not perceived,- as fhe rather loft
than gained in height by ftanding.. .

- Moft obfequioufly, but moft unfuccef-
-fully, the peer. made his court to Mrs.
Berliriton ; inquiring after her health,
with fufome tendernefs, and extolling her
good looks with nearly grofs admiration.
Mrs. Berlinton_ liftened, for fhe was in-
capable of mcmhty ; though, weary and
difgufted, fhe feldom made - the fmalleft
anfwer. ‘

The two (fifters mxght, with eafe,
equally have efcaped notlce, fince, though
Mrs.
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Mrs. Berlinton occafionally addrefled -
them, the peer never turned from her-
felf, had not Mrs. Mxttm, abruptly enter- .
ing. in ‘fearch of a pair of fciffars, per-
ceived him, and hattily called out, ¢« O
lauk, fir, if it is not you! I know you
again well enough ! . But I hope, now you

" {ee us in fuch good company as this good o

lady’s, yow’ll believe me another time,
when I telt you we’re not the fort of per- -
fons you took us for! ‘Mifs Tyrold, my,
dear, I hope you ve fpoke to the gentle.
mand”® .

Lord Valhurft with dxﬂiculty recol-- -
lected Mrs. Mittin, from the very curfory
view - his otherwife occupied. eyes had
taken of her ; but when the concluding
words made him look at Camilla, whofe -
youth and beanty. were not fo liable to be
forgotten, he knew at once her affociate,
and .was aware of the mea.nmg of her
~ harangge. -

. Sosry to:appear before hié fair hnfwo-v
man' to any difadvantage, though by no
- means difpleafed at an opportunity of
. Q3 : agam
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again feeing a young creature he had -
thought fo' charming, he began an apo-
logy to Mrs. Mittin, while his eyes were .
fixed upon Camilla, vindicating himfelf
‘from every intention that was not refpeQ-
ful, and hoping the did not fo much in-
jure as to miftake him.

. Mrs. Mittin was juft beginning to an-
fwer that fhe knew better, when the
words, ¢ Why, my Lord, how have you
‘offended Mrs. Mittin P> dropping from
Mrs. Berlinton, inftantly new ftrung: -all
her notions. To find him a nobleman
" was to find him innocent ; for, though fhe
did not quite fuppofe that a peer was not.

- a mortal, the had never fpoken to ‘one

. before; and the power of title upon the:

éar, like that of beauty upon the' eye, is,’

in its firt novelty, all-commanding ;

- manifeld as are the drawbacks to the in-

fluence of either, when awe is loft by

fanuhanty, and habitual refletion takes

‘place of cafual and mothentary admiration.

. “Title then, as well as beauty, demands

mental auxiliaries ; ‘and thofe who poflefs -
cither,

-
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¢ither, more watched than the common
race, feem of higher: refponfibility 3 but.
proportioned to the cenfure they draw |
where they err, is the veneration they in-
Ipire where ‘their eminence .is complete.
Nor is .this the tribute of prejudice, as
thofe who look up to all fuperiority with
snvy love to aver ; the impartial and can-
‘did refleCtors upon human’ frailty, who,
in viewing it, fee with its elevation its
furrounding temptations, wxll call it but
the tribute of juftice.. - ‘

To Mrs. Mittin, however, the "mere

‘ found of 3 title was enough the felt its

afcendance without examining its claifns,
and, droppmg the loweft cotirtfie her kmees
could fupport, confufedly faid; fhe hoped
his lordfhip would. excife hér fpeaking fo
quick and. improperly, whith fhe only
did from not knorwmg who he was'; for;

been fure he was too much the gentlemar} 2

to do any thing with an ill defign..
His. lordthip courteoufly accepted the
apology ; and advanced to- Camilla, to
L4 exprefs-
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exprefs his hopes the had not participated
in fuch injurious fufpicions.

She made no anfwer, and Mrs. Berlinton
inquired what all this meant.
¢« ] proteft, my dear madam,” faid the
peer, “ Ido not well comprehend my.
felf. I only fee there has been fome mify
underftanding ; but I hope this young
Jady. will believe me, whenl declarc, upon
my honour, that I had no view but to
offer iy proteétion, at the time I faw her
under alarm.”

This was a dec]aranon Camilla could
not. difpute, and even felt inclined to
credit, from the folemnity with which it
was uttered ; but to difcufs it was every
wiy impoffible, and therefore, coldly .
bowing . her head the feemed acqui-.
efcent.

- Lord Valhurft now pretty equally di
vided his attcntxon between thefe twe
beautiful young women ;  looking at and
complxmemxm them alternately, till a- -
fervant came in and faid, ¢ The two Mr.
Weltwyns.defire to I'ce Mifs Tyrold ”

Cannlla
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Camﬂ]a ‘did not with to :flvoxd perfons -

t6 whom fhe was'fo much’ obliged but

begged fhe- mlght receive them in the .

next apartment, that Mrs. Berlmton mxght
not be difturbed: i :

The eager, old gent!eman ftood ‘with the

door ‘in one hand, and" his fon in_ the :

other, awaiting her. ¢ My dear young

lady,” he cried, ¢ T° have been hunting . ;:
you out for hours. - Yourgood governef§ .
had not 2 mind to give me your dire&ibm; .

thmkmg me, I fuppofe, but a troublefome

old- fellow; and I did not kmow which

way to turn, till Hal found it out. - Hal’s

pretty quick. So now, my dear young

- lady, let me teld you my. «etrand ;- which I
won’t be tedious in, for fear, another
time, you may rather .net fee me. And

the more I fee you, the lefs I like to think

fuch a thing. However, with all my
good will to make hafte, I muft premife
one thing, ‘as it is but fair:- . Hal was quite
againft my coming upon- this bufinefs.

But Fdon’t think it the lefs right for that;;
-and fo.I come. I never yet faw-any good -

QS v of

4|
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* of a man's being ryled by -his child:zn.
It only ferves to make them think their.
old fathers fuperannuated. . And if once
~ 1 find Hal taking fnchathmgasthatmto
his head, I'll cut him off: with a fhilling,
well as I love him.”
- . % Your menace, ﬁr,” fa,ld Henry, co-
Jouring, though Imiling, “ gives me no
alarm, for I fee no danger. . But--fhall.
we not detain Mifs Tyrpld too long from
her friends ?”’
. % Ay now, there comes in 1 what T take
notice to be the-tafte of the prefent day !
@ Iad can hardly enter his teens, before he
ﬂﬁnks himfelf ;wifer than his father, and
gives'him jhis counfel, and tells .him what .
“he thinks beft. - And,xfamanlntupon
his guazd, he may.be rom down for an
ol dotard, before he knows where he is, -
and fee his' fon fetting up for a member
of parhamem, makipg laws for - him.
Now -this is what I doa’t like ; fo I keep
a txght .hand upen Haj, that he maynt
doit.  For Hal’s' but a boy, ma’am,
:thowgh he’s fo clever. .Not that ] pretend
: , - . rd
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rad. change him neither, for-¢’r an old

. fellow in the three kingdoms. . “Well, but,

-now I'll tell you what I come for.  You.
- know how angry I 'was about Hal’s turn..
ing that man out of the room ' well, I
took all the pains I could to come at the
bottom of the ﬁ'ay, mtendmg, all the-
time, to make Hal afk the man’s pardon ;.
- and now what do you think is the end ?:
- Why, Pve found out Hal to be in the
right! The man proves to be a worth-
lefs fellow,. that has defamed the niece of
'my dear Sir Hugh Tyrold; and if Hdl
had lathed him with' a cat-0’nine-tails, T
fhiould  have been glad of it. I can’t fay
- I'thould’ have found fault. So you fee,.
“my" dear. young Jady; I was but a crofs :
' old fellow, to be fo out of forts with. poor
. Hal (1 0 BN o
Carmlla, with mxngled grautude
ﬂlame, offered her acknowledgments ;
though what the heard aftonifhed, if pof--
fible, even mare than it mortified her..
How in_the. world, thought fhe, can I
have provoked this flander ?.

v o~6 ' ~ She
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She knew not how little provocation is.
neceflary for calumny ; nor how? regularly
the common herd, where appearances ad-
mit two interpretations, decide for the
worft. Girt defigned her meither evil .
" mor good; but not knowing who nor
what fhe was, fimply filled up the doubts
in his own mind, by the bias of his own'
charadter.

Confufed as much as herfelf Henry
propofed immediately to retire; and, as
Camrilla did not invite them to ftay, Mr.
Weftwyn could not refufe his confent :
though, fending his fon out firft, he ftopt
to fay, in a low voice, “ What do you
think of Hal, my dear young lady ? I'n’t
he a brave rogue? And did not you tell
me 1 might be proud of my fon? And fo
Tam, I promife you! How do you think
- my old friend will Eke Hal? I fhall take
him to Cleves. He’s another fort of lad
to Mafter Clermont! I hope, my dear
young lady,. you don’t like your coufin?
He’s but a fad fpark, I give you my word,
Not a bit like Hal.”

. 13 When
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R * * L J

. When the carriage came for Eugenia,
who was felf-perfuaded this day was the
moft felicitous of her life, the went fo re-
lu@antly, that Mrs. Berlinton, caught by
her dchght in the vifit, though unfufpi-
" cious of its motwe, invited her to renew
it the next morning.

At night, Mrs. Mittin, followmg Ca-
milla to her chamber, faid, ¢ See here,
my dear! what do you fay to this? Did
. you ever fee a prettier cloak ? look at the
cut of it, look at the capes! look at the
mode! And as for the lace, I don’t think
all Southampton can produce its fellow ;
what do you fay to it, my dear ",

¢ What every body muft fay to it,
' Mrs Mittin ; that it’s remarkably pretty. ?

% Well, now try it on. There’s a fet !
there’s a fall off the fhioulders! do but
-look at it in the glafs. I'd redlly give
fomething you could but fee how it be.

. comes
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comes you. - Now, do. pray, only tell. me:
what you think of it ”’ :

¢ Always the fame, Mrs. Mxttln tha.t ‘
it’s extremely pretty.””

* % Well, my dear, then, now comes: -

out the fecret! I’s your own! you may

‘well ftare ; but it’s true; it’s your own,,
‘my dear!

)

‘She demanded an explanation; - and-

"Mrs. Mittin faid, that, having taken notice

that her cloak looked very mean by the.
fide of Mrs. Berlinton’s, when fhe com--+

pared them fogether, the refolved. upon.
furprifing her with a new one as quick as.

poffible. She had, therefore, got the.
‘pattern of Mrs. Berlinton’s and cut it out,

.and then got ihg mode at 'an: haber-
dafher’s, and then the lace at a milliner’s,

and. then fet to work fo:hard, that fhe had:
~_got it done already

Camilla, feeing the materials were all in-

-finitely richer than any fhe had been accuf--

“tomed to wear, was extremely chagrined

.. by fuch officioufnefs, and gravely inqyired
~how imuch this would add to her debts.

% I don’t
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P | don’t ‘know yet, my dear; but}
had all the thmgs as cheap as poﬂible 5

- but as it was net all at one {hop, I can’t
be clear as to the exact fum.”

Camilla, who had determined to avoid
<even the fhadow of a debt, and to for-
bear every pofﬁble expence till fhe' had
not one remaining, was now not merely -
vexed, but angry. Mrs. Mittin, how-
¢ver, upon whofe feelings that moft

troublefome of all qualities to its pof- =~

. feflors, delicacy, never obtruded, went -
on, extolling her own performance, and
~ praifing her own good nature, without
difcovering that either were impertinent ;
and, fo far from conceiving it poffible
they could be unwelcome, that fhe attri-
buted the concern of Camilla to modefty,
“on account of her, trouble; and miftook -
her difpleafure for diftrefs, what fhe could -
do for her in return. And, indeed, when

fhe finifhed her double panegyric upon - o

‘the cloak and its maker, with confeﬁing
fhe had fet up the whole night, in order

to get it done, Camilla confidered herfelf
' . . as
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as too much’ obliged to’ her mtennon to
reproach any further its' want'of “judg-
ment; and concluded by merely intreat-
ing the would change her note, pay for it
immediately, difcharge her'other accounts
with all fpeed, and' malke: no future pur-
chafe for her whatfoever, -+

1
< ’ ' 1

1)

I . I
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*

c H A P. IX'~
A Scuffle.

' ELGFNIA failed not to obferve her ap'- '
pointment the next morning, which
was devoted to elegiac poetry. A tafte f5
fimilar operated imperceptibly upon Mrs,
Berlinton, who detained her till fhe wa$
compelled to - return to prepare for a
great ball at’ the  public rooms; thé
profound deliberations of Mifs Margland,
how to exhibit her fair pupil, having
finifhed, like moft deliberations upon fuch
* fubjets, by doing that which is done by
every-body elfe upon the fame ‘occafion. °
Sir Hugh bad given dire@ions ‘to Mif§
Margland to clear his three nieces equally
of all expences relative to public places,
Camilla, therefore, being entitled to a
ticket, and having brought with her
whatever was unfpoilt of her Tunbridge
apparel, thought this the moft feafonable
opportunity -

'
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opportunity fhe could take for again fee.-
ing Edgar, who, in their prefent delicate
fituation, would mo longer, probably,.
think it right to inquire for her at a..
ftranger’s.

Mrs. Berlinton had not purpofed ap- .
pearing in public, till fhe had formed her
, own party ; but an irrepreflible curiofity -
to fee Indiana induced her to accompany
Camilla, with no other attendant than
~ Lord Valhyrit.

_ Mirs. Mittin fought vamlytob:of the:
party ; Mirs. Berlinton, though pcnmmng
her ftay in her honfe, and treating ber
with conftant ciyility, had no idea of in-.
gludmg her i in her own fociety, which fhe
aimed to have always diffinguithed by
either rank, talents, or admirers: and:.
Camilla, who now felt her integrity
involved in her economy, was firm
againft every hint for affifting her with &
;xcket. ,
" Lord Valhurft, who alone, Of the fa-
fhionable fojourners, had. yet difcovered:

o _thc arrival of Mrs. Berlinton, was highly

gratified

’
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gratified by this opportunity of attending

- two fuch fair creatures in public.
Mrs. Berlinton, as ufual, was the laft to

- enter the room ; for fhe never began the

duties of the toilette till after tea-time. Two
fuch youthful beauties were not likely to
pafs without obfervation. Mrs. Berlinton,
already no longer new to it, had alter-
nately the air of receiving it with the moft
winning modefty, or of not noticing fhe
received it at all: for though, but afew
months, fince, fhe had fcarcely been eyen -
feen by twenty perfons, and even of thofe -
had never met a fixed eye without a blufh,
the feehngs are fo often the mere con.
comitants of the habits, that fhe could ",
now already know herfelf the principal
_-obje& of a whole affembly, without’ any
fenfation of timidity, or appearance of
confufion. To be bold was. not in her-
- nature, which was foft and amiable ; but
admiration is a dangerous a.(faulter of
- diffidence, and familiarity makes almoft
. any diftintion met unmoved. -

Camilla was too completely engrofied by
ker heart, to think of her appearance.
. Lord
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Lord Valhurft, frcm his time of life,
feemed to be their father, though his adu-
lating air as little fuited that charalter as -
his inclination. He fcarce knew uport
which moft to lavifh his compliments, or’
to regale his eyes, and -turned, half ex-.
- piring with extafy, from the foft charms
of his kinfwoman, with fometh‘iﬂg, he
thought, refembling animation, to the
more quxckemng mﬂuence of her bnght.
eyed compiénion. . o

But the effect produced upon thc comv
pany-at. large by ‘the raiant beauty o£
Indiana, who had entered fome time, was
ftill more ftriking than any immediate
powers from all the bewitching graces of
Mrs. Berlinton, and alf the mtelhgen_;
lgvelinefs of Camilla. - Her fault._cfs ,
her perfe& form, raifed wonder in one fex,
and overpowered envy in the other. The
meR looked at her, as at fomething al:
molt too celeftial for their devoirs; the
women, evep the moft charming among§
them, faw themfelves diftanced, froms all
pretenﬁons to rivalry. She was followed,

~ but

-
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bat not approached; gazed ‘at, as if a
ftatue, and inquired after, rather as a pro-
digy than a mortal.

‘This awful homage fpread not, how-
ever, to her party ; the watchful but dif-
dainful eyes of Mifs Margland obtained
for herfclf, even with ufury, all the.
haughty contempt they -beftowed upon
others : Eugenia was pr'onounced to be
a foil, brought merely in ridicule: -and
Dr. Orkborne, whom Mifs Margland ’
though detefting, forced into the fet, in
_ preference to being without a man, to
hand them from the carriage, and to call
it for them at night, had a look fo for-
lorn and dl[h'cﬁld while obliged to pa-
~rade with them up and down the room,
‘that he feemed rather a pnfoner than an
_efquire, and more to require a guardian -
to prevent his efcaping himfelf, than to-

ferve for ene in fecuring his young charges -
from any attack.

Mifs Margland augured nothmg ihort
.of half a fcore propofals of marriage the
next day, from the evident brilliancy of
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this firflt opening into life of her beautiful
pupil; whofe own eyes, while they daz-
.zled all others, fought eagerly thofe of
Melmond, which they meant to vanqmlh :
 if not annihilate.

The firft care of Mifs Margland was |
to make herfelf and her young ladies
known to the mafter of the ceremonies.
Indiana needed not 'that precaution to
be immediately the choice of the moft
elegant man in the room; yet.fhe was -
piqued, not delighted, and Mifs Marglnd
felt ftill more irritated, that he proved to
be only a baronet, though a nobleman,
at the fame time, had prefented himfelf
to Eugenia. It is true the peer was ruin-
ed; but his title was unimpaired ; and
though the fortune of the baronet, like
‘his perfon, was .in its prime; Indiana
thought herfelf degraded by his hand,
fince the partner of her couﬁn was of
fuperior rank.

" Eugenia, infénfible to this honour,
looked only for Melmond ; not like In-
duma, {plendidly tofeeand kill, but ﬁleﬂtly

15 te
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%o view and venerate. Melmond, how-
ever, was not there; he knew his little
‘command over his paffion, ‘in prefence of
its objeét ; he knew, too, that the expence
of public places was now beyond the pro-
priety of his income, and virtuoufly de-
voted his everiing to his fick aunt. ’

‘Fdgar 'had waited impatiently the en
trance of Camilla. His momentary fight
‘of Lord Vathurft, at the bathing-room,
did ‘riot bring him to his reinembrance in
* his "prefent more Ihewy apparel, and he.
‘was gratified to fee only an old beau in
‘her immediate fuite. He did not deem
it proper, . as they were. now circumi-
ftanced, to afk her to dance; but he
‘quietly ‘approached and bowed to her,
and addrefled fome civil inquiries to Mrs.
Berlinton. The Weftwyns had wait_ed'fo‘r

her at the door ; arnd the father had im-
- mediately ‘made “her give her hand to
Henry to join the dancers.

 That’s a charming girl,” cried old
‘Mr. Weftwyn, - when fhe was gone; “ a

very cha.rmmg girl, I promifg you, 1Ihave
. taken
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taken a prodigious liking to her ; and fe
has Hal.”

Revived by this open fpeech, which
made him hope there was no ferious de-
fign, Edgar fmiled upon the old gentle-
man, who had addrefled it -to the whole
remaining party; and faid, “ You have
not known that young lady long, I be-
Tieve, fir !’

« No, fir; but a little while; but that
I don’t min_d. A long while and a fhort
‘while is all one, when I like a perfon : for
I don’t think how many years they’ve
got over their heads fince firft I faw them,
but how many good things they’ve got
_on the infide their hearts to make me want
‘to fee them again. Her uncle’s.the dear-
eft friend I have in. the world ; and when
I go from this place, I fhall make him a
vifit ; for I'm fure of a welcome. But he
has never feen my Hal." However, that
good girl will be fure to fpeak a kind
word for him, I know; for fhe thinks
very well of him; fhe told me herfelf,
I might be proud of myfon. I can’t
. . - . . fay
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fay but P've loved the girl ever finge for:
lt ” . -
: Edgar was fo mucll pl:afed mth the
perfecly natural charater of this old’
gentleman; " that, ‘though alarmed ‘at' his.
intended call - upon the favour of Sir '
Haugh;: through the influence of Camilla,
for Hénry, he’ wpuld yet 'ﬁavé remained
in his focxety, had he not been driven
from it by the Jun&xon of young Lynmere,
whofe fhallow’ mfolence he thought in-
fupportable. -

Mrs Berlinton, who declined dancmg, '
had arrived fo late, that when Henry led
‘back Camilla, the company was fum-
moned to the tea-table. She was lan--
guifhing for an introduion to Indiana,
the abfence of Melmond obviating all
prefent obje&tion to their meeting; fhe
therefore gave Camilla the welcome tafk to
propofe that the two parties fhould unite,

Many. . years had- elapfed . fince Mifs
Margland had received fo fenfible a gra-
tificadon 3 and, in the coalition which
took place, the difplayed more of civility

VOke IVe R in
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in a few minutes, than fhe had exerted
during the whole period of her Yorkfhire
and Cleves teﬁdence. ;

Notwithftanding all fhe had heard of
her charms, Mrs. Berlinton ftill faw with
furprife and admiration the exquifite face
and form of the chofen of her brother,
whom the now fo ﬁnccrely bewailed, that,
had her own wealth been perfonal or tranf-
ferrable, the would not have hefitated
in fharing it with him, to aid his ,better
fuccefs. }

. Lord Valhurft adhered tenacioufly to
his kinfwoman ; and ‘the three gentlemen
who ‘had danced the laft dances with In-
diana, ‘Eugenia, and Camiilla, afferted the
privilege of attending their partners at
the tea-table.

~In a few minutes, Lynmere, coming
up to them, with ¢ Well, have you got
any thing here one can touch ”’ leant his*
hand on the edge, and his whole body
over the table, to take a vmw at hls eafe
of its contents.

~ “ Suppofe
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~ «-Sappofe there were nothing, -ir 7
. Maid. old Weftwyn; *’lock round, md
*fee what you could want.”

¢ Really, fir,” ‘faid Mifs'Margland, be-
tween whom and Camilla -Lyamere had
Jquieezed  himfelf- a- place, ‘- you don’t
-ufe much’ceremony :
. Haying wuken fome tea, he. found it
intolerable, . and faid he muft lnvea glaﬁ
.of Champaigne.

<« La, brother ! cried Indiana, < i
you bring any wine,.I.can’t bear:to’ ftay.”

Mifs Margland faid the fame; but he
swhiftled, and.looked ‘round him witheut
anfwering. ' -

" Mirs. Berlinton, .who, though fhe ‘had
thought his uncommonly fine perfon ah
excufe for his intrufion, thought nothing
could excufe this ill-breeding, propofed

they fhould lw,ve the m-tablc, -and
walk.

¢« Sit fhll ladm,” fmd Mr. Weﬁwyn,
«¢ and drink your-tea in peace.”” Then,
gurning to Lynmerc, “ I wonder,”" he
cried, ¢ you a’n’t.athamed of yom'felf !
R2 Ir -
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'If you were a fonof: nihey" ¥t tell’ you -
what;- I'd lock yol up1 I'd fcﬁe?oﬁras ,
I did when I carried you ever:té. Leipfie,
eight, ypars ‘ago. I always  liated :pert

boys. -k sanft fancyem,: 1.0 0 naen

* Lynmeré; affoflings not 0! hiear hiim,
though inwardly fitingy called. vislenely
-after a*waiter ; .and, in mere futile “Yen-
' geance;, -.not only gawe. an. order for
: Champaxgne, but demanded, fame Stilton
cheefg LTl FOTVR T NN

. % Cheefa!™ mlhmwd ‘Mifs Margland,
“ xf you cofder’ ady :chesfy, .I can’t fo
‘muth.as ftay in the room. Think what
2 naufeous fmell it will make!”

. The- man anfwertd, , they’ had no Sul.
tpn cheefe in ‘the! houfe, but the very beft
of every other fort. - v

Lynmere, who had only g:ven thls
command to thew his defidnce of control, |
feized, with equal avidity, the opportunity
to abufe the waiter ; aﬂirmmg he belonged
to the worft ferved hotel in Chriftendom.

" The man walked off in. dudgeon, and
Mr. chtwyn, loﬁng his anger m his

- aftonifhment /
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affonifhment at this, eﬁ'rdntéry, faid, * And.
- pray, Mr. Lynmere, what do you pretend .
to kiow of .Stilton kheéfe ? do they, make:
&t atLeipfic?,. did . yon evex ifQ much &
tifte umyoux’hﬁe%” oL 1

€0, 1yeb | extellent: cxcellenniﬁmo |
l'catreatna other.” - y oo A
irfee - Relt wieobttien.! 1£'u‘weil my*Hﬁl don’t
fit this faske b & clowesl v to aschieney
Mmicifiafiihedid £lAnd pray,. Mr, Lynd
l!éfb”@éfo:ghdl tis 20 det mic Reow lmk' ,
yaufgwierﬁmam CHDTI S
«“ Ways and means, ﬁr H ways and-
poddes Breonov ]l et e o)

1246 AWy you did imot: &hd acrofs. thefﬂt»
' ﬁmﬁw fplu 1 vl by
bas rpavelled: m&;fﬁrt, thmks‘no mor¥
BF whiv§oweall actofe thie fea, than’ youj
tﬁat HyeaRiiys over iyour own fire-fides
ﬁhﬂktbf'!bcppmg derofs-a kennel.?t .
tORTR, fir, I - faid the - ‘old? gerté
eei‘nin ncé\k ‘very fatich piqued «“can’t

ut Igy I fe&t fome *éoncetn for my old
Ehencf to “havé his money doufed about
R3 at

A
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at fochia rantipole rate.. .A ‘boy to Ba

fending over out of Germany into. Englandg
for Stiton cheefe!' I with it:had beem
Hal'with all my heart ! F-promife ;you I’d:
have given him enough of it.: If the leaft
Btdle theught of the. kind was but ancé*to.
. have got in his head, Id have taken myl
bk ozken flick, andi have' done -hit the
good. office g0 have - helped .it.: out fop
_ himt.aad. beve made bim ithark me
aftex tao!. I hate: daintinefa ;. efpecially
in boyss. I. ha.ve no great m w;d}

e, L P N A T
Only more mcenfed, I:ynmcre alled
" aloudi:for: his Champaigne.. The . waiter-
<ivilly told. him, it was not ufual to: bring
wine . during tea:. but- be. perfifled ; and:
Mr. Weftwyn, who faw _the  Jadies -al
rifing, .autheritatively, told the wajter: to
mind ne.fuch diredions. -. Lynmex;,,wbq
had entered: the. ball-yoom ja’ his. riding--
drefs, raifed afw:.tc)h at the man, whlch
he durft. not raife at, Mr. e&yyn, gu}
protefted, in a threatening’ atnr\;nde,"hé
would.
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would lay it acrofs his fhoulders, if he
obeyed not. The man, juftly provoked,

thought himfelf authorifed to fnatch it-

from him :_Clermont refifted; a fierce
fcuffle enfued ; and though Henry, by
immediate intervention, could have parted
them, Mr. Weftwyn infifted there fhould
be no interference, faying, ¢ If any body’s
helped, let it be the waiter ; for he’s here
to do his duty : he don’t come only to
behave unmannerly, for his own pleafure.

And if I fee him hard run, it’s'6dds but.

I lend him my own fift 'to- rxght lnm.-—
1 ike fair play.”

. The female party, .in very ferious alarm
at this unpleafant fcene, rofe-to hurry
away. Lord Valhurft was ambitious tq
fuffice as guardian to both his fair charges;
but Henry, when prohibited from ftopping
the affray, offered his fervices to Camilly;
who' could not refufe them; and Mrs,
Berlinton, adive and impatient, flew ‘on
foremoft ;. with mere fpeed than- his loxds
ﬂup gould follow;, or-even keep in fight.

R4 - Indiana
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Indiana” was handed out- by het new
adorer, the. young baronet; and Eugenia
was affificd by her new-affailer, the young
mblerﬁan
Edg"tr, who had hurfied to Camilla at
the firft tumult,,was ﬁung to the heart to
fee who handed her away ; and, forcing 2
paffage followed, ‘till Henry, the envied
H'enry, ' depofited hér P\ the carrxage of -
ﬁrd. Berlinton, Dt :
sél‘%{zonfuf on in tﬁe, room, mcanwhxlq:,
wasrrxig h‘kc‘ly fqon to decreafe, for old
Mr.” Weftwyn, delighted by this mortify-
mg chaftifement to Clermont, would per-
init neither mediation nbr affiftance on his
Kde; fayihg, with great glee, < It will do.
him a gretit deal of good! My poor old .
friend will blefs me for it. This is a bet-
ter leflon than he got in all Leipfic; Let
him feel that a Man’s a Man ; and not
take:it into his head a perfon’s to ftand fill
to be fwitched, when he’s doing his duty,
according to. his calling. - Switching a
man is a'bad thmg I can’t fay I like it.
A geatles



‘CAMILLA: - - 369

A gentleman thould always ufe good
" words; and then a poor man’s proud
to ferve him; or, if he’s infolent for
nothurg, he may trounce him and wel-
_ cofpe.: Pve nq objection.”

Mifs Margland,” meanwhile; had . not-
been temifs. i what fhe efteemed a.moft:
cétpital- feminine accomplithment, fcream-
ing ; - though, .in its exercife,. fhe "had
failed of - any. fuccefs; : fince, while' her
voice called remark, her countenance re.
pelled its effet. Yet 4s-the faw that not
one lady of the group ‘retreated unatténd-
ed, fhe thought it adlfgrace to feem the .
only female, who, from internal courage,
or-external - negle@, fhould retire alone § .
the' therefore called upon Dr. Orkbome,
con_;m’mg, ina fhrill arid pathetie- voice,

meant more for all who fiurrounded than .
for himfelf, that he would protec her.

“The Doétor, ‘who had kept his place in
defiahce of*all Tort of i inconvenience, eithef
to himfelf or to Others ‘and who, with
fome )cunoﬁt‘y‘, was viewing the combat,

© RS which

va's
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which he was mentally comparing with
certain pugiliftic games of old, was now,
for the firft time in the evening, receiving
fome little entertainment, and therefore
compofedly anfwered, ¢ I have a very
good place here, ma’am; and- I would
rather not quit it till. this.feene is over.”

. ¢ So you won’t come, then, Do&tor "
cried fhe, modulating into a foft. whine
the voice which rage, not terror, ren-
dered tremulous.”

Dr. Orkborne, who was any thing ra-
ther than loquacious, having given one
anfwer, faid no more..

‘Mifs Margland appealed to all prefmt
wpon the indecorum of a lady’s being kept
to witnéfs fuch unbecoming violence, and
upon the unheard-of inattention of the
Doftor :, but a fhort, ¢ Certainly ! —**

¢ To be fure, ma’am {—"" or, * It’s very

fhocking indeed !”” with a hafty decamp-
ment from her neighbourhood, was all of

fympathy fhe procured.
The entrance, at length, of the mafter

of the houfe, ftopt the affray, by calting
' 6 off

]
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off the waiter. - Clermont, then, though

withing -to extirpate old Weftwyn from

the earth, and ready.to eat his own fleth

with fury at the double difgrace he had

endured, affe@ed a loud halloo, as if he

had been contending for his amufement;

and protefting Bob, the waiter, was a fing
fellow, went off with great apparent fatif-

fattion.

¢ Now, then, at leaft, fir,” cried fos
Margland, imperioufly to the Do&or, who,
ftill ruminating upon the late conteft, kept
his feat, < I fuppofe you’ll condefcend to
take care of me to the coach

¢ Thefe modern clothes are very much
in the way,” faid the Do&tor, gravely;
« and give a bad effet to attitudes.” He
rofe, however, but not knowing what #o
take care of a lady to a coach meant, ftood
refolutely ftill, tll the was forced, in def-
peration, to- walk on alone. He then
" flowly followed, keeping many paces be-
hind, notwithfhnding her continually
Jooking back ; and when, ‘with a heavy
: RG . figh
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ﬁgh at her bard fate, fhe got, nnaﬂiﬁe&, .
into the carriage, where her young
ladies were waiting, he tranquilly mounted
after her, tolerably reconciled to the lofs
of his evening, by fome new annotations
it had fuggefted foi his werk, relauve to
the games of anuqmty

.
s [
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CHAP X
A Youthful Effafion.

CAM!LLA now thought herfclf fafe m
.harbour ; the- ftorms all over, the
dangers all paft, and but a light gale or
two wanting to make good her landing on
the bofom of permanent repofe. .This
gale, this propitious gale, fhe - thought
ready to blow at her call; for fhe deemeg -
it no .other than the breath of jealoufy.
She had:feen Edgar, though he knew her

" to be prote&ed, follow her to the coach,
ind the had feen, by the hght aﬂ'orded
from the lamps of the .carriage, that her
fafety from the crowd and tumult was not
the fole obje& of - his ‘watchfulnefs, fince
though that, at the inftant fhe turned
round, was obvioufly fecure, his counte-
nance exhibited the firongeft marks of dif-
turbance, The fecret fpring, therefore,
.the
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fhe now thought, that was to re-unite
them, was in her own pofleffion.

All the counfels of Mrs. Arlbery upon:
this fubjet occurred to'hew; and imagin-
ing the had hitherto erred from a fimple
facility, fhe rejoiced in.the accident which-
had pointed her toa fafer path, and thewn
her that, in the prefent difordered ftate of
tlie opinions of Edgar, the only way to a
Jafting accommeodation was to alarm his
fecurity, by afferting her own independ-
ence, . o
* Her difficulty, however,. was-{til confi-
derable as to the means:. - The fevere pu-
nifhment fhe had received, and the felf
blame and pcnitence {fhe had incurred,
from her "experiment with Sir- Sedley
Clarendd, all rendered, too, abortive, by
‘Edgar’s contempt of the obje&, deter-
mined her to fuffer no hopes, no feelings
of her own, to engrofs her ever more from-
weighing thofe- of another. The end,
therefore, of her deliberation was to thew
general gaiety, without appropriate favour,
: ' and
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and to renew. folicitude on his part by a

difplayed eafe of mind on her own.

* Elated with this idea, fhe determined

upon every poffible public exhibition by
" which fhe could execute it to- the beft ad-

- wantage. Mrs. Berlinton had but to ap~
- pear, to fecure the moft fathionabsle perforrs

at Southampton for her parties, and foon

renewed the fame courfe of life fhe had .

Yved at Tunbridge, of feeing company
either at home or abroad every day, ex-
cept when fome aecidental plan offered a
kheme of more novelty.

.. Upon all thefe oeeafions, young Weft-

, though wholly unfought, and even
unthought of by Camilla, was inftinQively
and incautioufly the moft alert to fecond
her plan; he was her firft partner whem
fhe danced, her conftant attendant when
fhe ‘walked, and always in wait to converfe
with her when fhe was feated ; while, not
Purpoﬁng to engage him, .fhe perceived
not his faft growing regard, and-intending
tobe op&to all alike, obfexved not the
thwartng
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thwarting effet to her deﬁgn of this petuq
liar affiduity.

By old Mr. Weftwyn this mtercourfe
was yet more urgently forwarded, Bes
ratched with Camﬂla, he: camed ‘his fon
aloud to every body but. lqex:felf.' « If the
boy and girl like one- another, they fhalf
bave one another; and I won’t imquire
what fhe’s worth 3 for fhe:thinks fo well of
my (on, that I'd; rather he)d bave her thay
an emprefs. ;Money:gges byt 3 listle way-tg
make people happy 3 #9d - txue love’s not

3 thing to be got gvery day; f? if the
a mind to myHal and Hal has 2 mind to
het, vbhy, if they’ h#re ot éndugh, he uft
wotk hard and get wore.* I'don’t Iike to
crofs yéung peoplé. “Better Kt 4 man la-
bour With his hands, than fret’ away his
fpirit. ~ Neither 4 boy nor.a girl ‘are good
for much when ’ they ve got thelr hearts
broke” 2 A

- Thxs new e cx;nnent of C hké
cvery “other de?:lcéd from i eafo,mn,g,
and formc:dl upod” falfe” prmc:ples,\ was
1§ S flattering
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flattering in its promife, .pernidious in its
progrefs, and abortive ih its performance.
Edgar faw with-agony: what he conceived
the afcendanee bf a‘new attachniént built
upon the declghflon of:ull regard: for Him-
{elf and in the fitrft hopebr ofihis appre-
" hehficns, “would: have réffted <hé fup-
plinter by ehforcxdg his own final: deim
but Dr. Marchmhot¥: reprefentell * thar,
fince he' Hddhdrd in’ filence’ his right to
thit? chaidf Bléninty Withdrdwr, ha had -
better firft afcertain. if this apparent’ion-
nedtion with’young Wk wyw were the'mo-
tive; or only the ‘confequenke of Itharse- .
fumption : ¢:If el firftbeothe cafdy” he
_ added, « you miuft’truft Her-hotmordy

a heart fo inflamymable as to be kindled ineo
paflfon by a mere accidemal blaze of' galu
lantry and valour; .can have nothing i
confonance with the chafte purity and £t
delity your charaéter requires and merdts ¢
If the laft, inyeftigate whether the netin
which the is entangling herfelf is that 'of
levity, dchg?tmg in change, or of pique,
. difguifing itS” own agitation in_efforts to
. agitate others,”

« Alas i*
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+ % Alas!” cried the melancholy Edgar,
¢ in either cafe, fhe is no more the artlefs
Camilla I firft adored! that fatal connec-
tion at the Grove, formed while her cha-
ralter, pure, whité, and fpetlefs, was in
its enchanting, but dangerous fate of firft
-duéility, has already broken into that clear
‘tranfpareat ﬁnglenefs of mind, fo beautiful
in its totak ignorance of every fpecies of
fcbeme, every fort of double- meafure,
every idea of fe.aet view and latent expe-
dlm[”

. “Repmenot, howem,,attheoonnec-
tion till you know whether fhe owe to it
her defects, or only their manifeftation.
A man- fhould fee the woman he would
amarry in many fituations, ere he can judge
what chance he may have of happinefs
with her in any. ‘Though now and then
tis a blefled, ’tis always a perilous ftate;
but the man who has to weather its ftorms,
fhould not be remifs in ftudying the clouds
which precede them.”

“ Ah, Doltor! by this dejay~by thefe
experiments--~fhould I lofe her !--—"
9 ’ «If
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*¥ by finding her unworthy, wherc is.
the lofs

- Edgar fighed, but ackriowIedged thxs
queﬁlon te- be unanfwerable.

-« Thisk, my dear’ young fnend‘, What
would be your fufferings to diftover’ any-
radical, inherent failing, when n'remedxabiyn
her’s! run notinto the very common extor
of depending upon the gratitude of your
wife_after marriage, for the mequahty,of
her fé’rtun'e beforge your’ umon She who
has no fo - at all, owes you nio morefor
your, alhance, than {he who has ‘tRoufands’; £
for you, do not marry her -ufe ‘he hias,
no fortune !’ . you marry her ecmfe you,
" think fhe hag fore endowment; mental or,
Ecrfemi, wluch o chc}u&e mfl conducc
to your happlp 53 and. fhe, on her | part,
accepts you, becaufe fhe fuPpofes jou or,

ouy fituation will conmbute to her’s. The
o} jeét ) may be different; But neifher fide is
mdpbted to the other, fince edch has felf,
enly, in gontemplatlon ; and thus, in fal,
rlch or poor, high or low, whatever be the
gt—evxons daﬁméhon between the parties, on

. . ‘the
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the hour of marriage they bégin as’ equak.
The obligation and the debt of pratitude
can only commence when the knot is tied :

felf, then, may give way-to fympathy ; and
whichever, from that. moment, moft con-
fiders the other, becomes immediately the
creditor in the great account of life 3nd

haplem&-
- uﬂ_*'),"' !"'-"
thle Camxlfa, in ‘ga 2 of"
danger, and ‘awake only '{o ho e \u}

hér ‘new c‘ourf% Eugema hadt e inﬁmt’e
del:ght of i mprovmg daily and even liourly
in the good graces of Mrs. l?erﬁntbn,
wflé foon (ilfcoveredx ﬁow wxde from Ju{hc
to that exce ent Youn cr@tu € ~'wa¢
all Judgment eg t could’be formed' from
her appearanc‘e. ke foind’ ti‘xat the was as
tin’ her tafte for’ §etter$ as- heérfelf,
g@ﬂ fir' more- decply cultlvated m‘ﬂfw«
knawledge 3 that hér manners wct‘e gpnde,
Br fentiments wére elevated, yet thaghier
mind was humble the fame auftiors dé-
lighted and the fztme paﬁ'ages firitk them; ;

they met evcry morning; theythduglte every '

mommg
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 shemihg>evo fhork, and their friendfkip, id

a very few days, kaf'by fo frany bands of

* fympathy, "was as-fullyfeffablifhed as that
- which already Mrs:Berlnton :hid formed
Jﬂitﬁl Comiliol: 0 - x4 d weninli
T Tomiggatid thio Regy oF aliity was 2
deticioey:poifory wicH]WhAe Traec Hatieed
ReE ERAGRISHY Miyy  Preyet Hpoh® hit
Bitaléoy phie! YOS freduently faw- Mett
mond 5t Bbush Faectarcdly botr was
@inofboal] oth 38 bt v he neter "ok tained
siohobslenitdunm daad itk which he
ol €0y R o Ri 9 HotherhiftGbe il his
iér PAIORIRERAN InWahihe Belbdsved
uort hér cehpred™sth et thatlits hll the
SN Ak, Snglond tictheb ¥ on
i an@ WA I0omis s ol e

3 't the
dep: @, at the
wer) to favour
his ot of this
part v merz e weevoud to deli-

derating upon fome ‘lucrative ‘fcheme of
Fature life, which his'litérary turn of mind
sendered difficuk of fele&tion, and which his
- e ' - refined
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- zefined love of ftudy and retirement made
'bateful to him to undertake. .

‘He was kind, however, ard -even con-
fohng to his aunt, who faw his nearly de
folate ftate with a compunétion bisterly in- |
creafed by finding fhe had thrown their
joint properties, with her own perfon, inte
the hands of a rapacious tysant. To foften .
her repentance, and allow her the foothing |
of .dll ‘the ceuld fpare of her own time, '
Mos. Berlinton invited her to her. own
houfe. Mr. UlR, of courfe included in
themvmmadethemﬂmhah-'
crity, ‘net.for the pleafure it procuned his
wife, but fotthemnqnhvnd-hn&lf
and Mrs, Mittin voluntarily refigned to
them the apartment the had chofen for, her
-own, hy way of a Jittle peace-offering for
her undefired length of fay; for ftill,
though inceffantly Camilta. ‘inquired’ for
her account, fhe had received no anfwer
from the creditors, -and was oblxged to
wait for another and another goﬁ'

Mrs. “Ult, though not well enough a{

prefent, to fee company, and at all times,
fanatxcally
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“fahatically averfé-to every fpécies of recrea-

don, :could not entirely avoid Eugenia,
whofe vifits were conftant every morning,
and whofe expe&ed inheritance made a
fimilar with occur for her nephew, with
that which had difpofed of her niece; for
fhe Hattered herfelf that if once fhe could
fee them both in poffeflion of great walth,
her mind would be more at eafe.

She communicated this idea to Mr. Ulft,

who, moft willing, :alfo, to get rid of the

reproach -of the poverty and ruin of Mel.
mond, dmparted it, with ftrong exhortation -

for 'its" promotion, to the young man;
but he heard with difdain the mercenary.
projed, and proteﬁed ‘he would daily Ja-
‘bour for his bread, in preference to profh,

-tuting his probity, by foliciting a regard he

~,

.could never return, for the acquirement of
.a fortune which he never could merit.

Mr. Ulft, much too hard to feel this a; -

any refle@ion upen himelf, applxed for th,e
intereft of Mrs. Berlxnton ; but fhe fo
completely thought with her brother, that

, the

~

™~

~n
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fhe would not interfere, %ill Mr. Ulit made
fome obfervations upon Eugenda- herfelf y
that inclined her to waver. . . *

He foon remarked in that )oun and -
art.lefs chara&cr, the fymptqms of the par-
tiality The had concew;ed in f favour of Mel-
mon Wthh when. once ; pointed out,
&ould ot - be mxftaken by Mrs )Berhnton,' -
who, though more thari €qually fufceptible
with' Eugenia, w 4s Hf-occupled and faw
neither her éiotion at &is’ name, nor her'
umxd "aif-dt: Bis ‘apppeach, - “tift - Mr. Ulft; -
whofe difcetiirnent Hald'héeh quickened by
his wx{hes, told hex‘ whbn, andv for what,
to look

I\ ouched now, her.{'elf d}e Qouble '
fla inefs that" might efifue, ¥rom 2 'grati-
iiesychmce to Eugerﬁa, ‘and a nobl for-
tune to her brother, fhe took’ up " thie
caufe, with delicacy, yet mth pity 5 repre-
fentinig all the charniing mental and intel- -
leftual accomplithments of hxgema, and
beféeching: him not to facrifice *both his-
intereft and his peace, in fubmitting - toa

hopelefs
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hopelefs paflion for one obje, while he
mﬂx&ed all its horrors upon another.

Melmond amazed and _foftened, -
liftened and.fighed; but proteﬁed fuch
a change, from all of beauty to all of
deformity, 'was impraticable ; and ‘that
though he revered the charalter the
painted,and was fenfible to the honour of

. fucha preference, he muft be bafe, double,
and perjured, to take advantage of her
great, yet unaccountable goodnefs, by '
heartlefs profeﬂions of fexgned participa-
tion. :

Mrs. Bcrlmton, to whom fentunent was
irrefiftible, urged the matter no longer,
but wept over her_brother, with compaf-
~ fionate admiration,

Another day only paﬂ'ed when Mrs.
Mittin picked up a paper upon the ftairs,
which fhe faw fall from the pocket of Eue -
genia, in drawing out her handkerchief,
but which, determining-to read ere fhe re. -
turned, fhe found coptained.thefe lines.

VOL. IV. 8 “ O Reafon !
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* ¢ O Reafon! friend of the troubled
¢ breaft, guide of the wayward fancy,-
<" moderator of the flights of hope, and
‘9 ﬁnkmgs of defpair, Eugema calls thee !

~ %« O1 toa fecble, fuppliant Maid,
« Light of Reafon, lend thy aid !
_¢¢. And with thy mild, thy lucid ray,
¢ Poiat her the way .
¢ To genial calm and mental joy ! -
¢ From Paffion far! whofe flathes bright -
¢ Startle—affrighte— ,
“ Yetah! invite!
.. % With varying powers attrad, repel,
N " 4¢ Now fiercely beam, :
¢« Now foftly gleam,
, ¢ With magic fpell
*¢ Charm to confume, win to deftroy !
¢ Ah! lead her from the chequer’d glare
e« So falle, fo fair !—
¢¢ Ah, quick from Paffion bid her fly,
- ¢ Its fway repulfe, its wiles defy ;
*¢ And to a feeble, fuppliant heart
* Thy aid, Q Rcafon 8 lxgkt, impart!

. ¢ Next, Eagenia, point thy prayer
¢« That He whom all thy withes ble(s,
¢¢ Whom all thy tendereft thoughts confefs, -
‘¢ Thy ealm may prove, thy peace may fhare.
s O, if the griefs to him affign’d, , -
 To thcc might pafs~—thy firengthened mmd
¢« Would
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T * Would meet all woe, fupporra!l pam. o
7 ¢ % Sufferiifg defpife, complaint difdain,-

« . ¢ Brac’d with new nerves each ill would brave,
. «¢.From Melmond-but ane-pang to fave ! .

‘OVerjoyed by the poﬂ'efﬁon of the im=
'porfant fecret. this little juvenilé effufjori of
teridernefs betrayed, Mrs: Mitfin ran‘with it
to'Mrs Berlintén; and withiout mendioning
the had-feen-whence thie paper came, faid
the kad found it upon the ftairs: foreven
thofe"who have too little delicacy té attri-
Bute t6 treachery a clandeftine indulgefice
of cufxoﬁty, have a certain inftintive fenfe
of its unfairnefe, which they evince withe
* out avowing; by. the care with which they -
fofterr their motives, or their mannér, of
according- ﬂ'lem.(élves thxs fpec:es of gmu.
ﬁcanon

" Mrs. Berlinton, who ferupuloufly would
hdve withhield' from looking mto a lerter,
could not fee a copy of  veiles, 'and recogs
nife the hand of Engenia, already know ..
to her by frequent notes, and’ refrain
reading. That fh¢ fhould find any. thing
) perfonal, did not occur to her; to perufe;

: 82’ therefore,
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therefore,, a manufcript ode or fonnet,
which the humility of Eugenia might -
never voluntarily reveal, caufed her no he-
fitation; and fhe ran through the lines
- with the warmeft delight, till, comnﬂg fud.
denly upon the end, fhe burft into tears,
and flew to the apartment of her brother.

She put the paper iato his hand withent
a word. He read it haftily. - Surprifed,
confounded, difordered, he looked at his
“fifter for fome explanation or comment;
the was ftill filently in tears; he read it
again, and -with yet greater emotion; .
when, holding it back to her, “ 'Why,
my fiter,” he cried, “ why would fhe
give you this? why would you deliver it ?
Ah! leave me, in pity, firm in mtegnty,',
though fallen in fortune !
- ¢ My brother, my dear brothet, this
matchlefs creature merits not fo degrading
"an idea; fhe gave me not the preaous
paper---{he knows not I poflefs it; it was
found upon the ftairs:  Ah!-far from thus
openly confefling her unhappy prepofief-
fion, fhe conceals it from every human
. : being ;
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~ ‘being; even her beloved fifter, I am con- -
vinced, is untrufted ; upon paper only fthe
has breathed it,-and breathed it as you.
fee----with a generofity of foul that is equal
“to the delicacy of her conduét.”

Melmond now felt fubdued. , To have
excited fuch a regard in a mind that
~ feemed fo highly cultivated, and fo natu-
rally elegant, could not fail to touch him;
‘and the concluding line deeply penetrated
‘him with tender though melancholy grati-

tude. He took the hand of his fifter,
returned her the paper, and was going
‘to fay : “¢ Do whatever you think proper ;*
but the idea of lofing all right to adore
Indiana checked and, filenced him; and
“mournfully telling -her he required a little
- time for refle®tion, he entreated to be left
to himfelf. :
- He was not fuffered to ruminate in
- -quiet ; Mrs. Mittin, proud of having any
thing to communicate to a relation of -
Mrs. Berlinton’s, made an opportunity to
fit with Mrs. Ulft, purpofely to commauni«
fcate to her the difcovery that Mifs Eugenia
s 53 Tyrold
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‘Tyrold:-wag in love with, and wrote verfes
apon, her nephew. Melmond. was inftantly
fent for ; the important fecret was enlarged
upon thh remontftrances fo pathetic; not
to throw away fuch an “invitation to.the
auoft brilliant good fortune, in order to
caft himfelf, with his vainly nourithed
paflion, upon immediate hardfhips, or
lafting penury; that reafon’as well as in-
tereft, compelled him to liften; and, after
.a fevere confli@t, he gave hisrelu@ant pro-
mife to fec, Eugenia upon her next vifit,
‘and endeavour to bias his mind to the

connexion that feemed likely to enfues
Camilla, who was in, total ignorance 6f
ithe whole of thig bufinefs, rgecived; during
-the ditner, an incohérent note from ber
fifter, conjuring that the: would fearch im=
medlately, but privately, in her own cham-
ber, in the drefling-room of . Mrs. Berlin-
“ton, in the hall, and upon the ftairs, for a
- paper in ber hand-writing, ‘which fhe had
fomewhere loft, but which fhe befought
ﬁler, by all that {he held dear, not to read

.when fhe found; proteﬂ:mg fhe fhould .

thut

- a - .
-
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thut herfelf up for ever from the whole
world, if a fyllable of what the had written
on that paper were read by a human being.

Camilla could not endure to keep her
fiter a moment in this fufpenfive ftate,
~ and made an excufe for quitting the table
that fhe might inftantly feek the manu.
feript. Melmond and Mrs. Berlinton
Both conjeétured the contents of the billet,
- and felt much for the modeéft and timid
Eugenia; but Mrs. Mittin could not con-
fine herfelf to filent fuggeftion; fhe rofe
alfo, and’ running after Camilla, faid:

. % My dear Mifs, has your fifter fent to you
to look for any thing

Camilla afked the meaning'of her - -

quiry ; and fhe then owned fhe had pickeﬂ h

up, from the ftairs, a fort of love letter, i
which Mifs Eugenia had wrote couplets
upon Mr. Melmond. )
Inexpreflibly aftonifhed, Camilla dé-

manded their reftoration; this foon pro-
duced a complete explanatxon, and while,
with equal furprife and concern, fhe learnt
the fecret of Eugenia, and its difcovery to

s4 - ) its

-
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-its objet, fhe could not but relpe& and

. honour all fhe gathered from Mrs. Ber-

linton of she behaviour of her brother

. upon the detetion ; and his equal freedom

from prefumptuous vanity, or mercenary

projets, induced her to believe her fifter’s

.choice, though wholly new to her, was

well founded ; and that if he. could con-

‘quer his early propenfity for Indiana, ke
feemed, of all the charalters fhe knew,

_ Edgar alone and always excepted, the moft

e e

pecuharly formed for the happinefs of Eu-
genia,

» She. begged to have the paper, and en-
treated her fifter might never know into
.whofe hands it had fallen. This was
cheerfully agreed to; but Mrs. Mittin,
‘during the conference, had already flown

" to Eugenia, and amidft a torrent of offers

of fervice, and profeffions of power to do
any thing fhe pleafed for her, fuffered her
to fee that her attachment was betrayed to
‘the- whole houfe.

The agony of Eugenia was exceﬁive,
and the refolved to keep her chamber till
' the
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fhe returned to Cleves, that fhe might
" neither fee nor be féen' any more by Mel-
~ mond nor his family. ~ Scarék.could fhe

‘bear to be broken in upon even by Camilla,
who tenderly haftened to confole her.
She ‘hid. her bluthing confcious face,
“and protefted fhe would inhabit only
_her own apartment: for the refl of her
Kife. .

© ‘The aftive Mrs. Mittin failed not to carry
back. the hiftory of this refolution; and
Melmond, to his unfpeakable regret in be-
ing thus precipitated, thought himfelf called
upon in all decency and propriety to an
" immediate declaration. He could not,
‘however, affume fortitude to. make it in
perfon ; nor yet was his mind fufficiently . -
compofed for writing ; he cammiffioned,
‘therefore, his fifter o be the bmer of his
.overtures- ‘ P )
He charged her to make no mention o
- the verfes, which it ‘was fitting fhould, om
‘his part, pafs unnoticed, though fhe.could -
aot but be Tenfible his prefent addrefs: wag
tlmt oonfequence, he defired. her .finiply
oo 55 10

v |
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:to frate Mis high, reverence for. her wirtals
and talents; amd: his ‘conicioufnefs of
-the. mad*zqof his pretenfions to any
.claim. upon.them, except what.arofe from
.thé' grateful integrity of eltedm with which
her happinefs thould become the fitt .ob-
-6 of hisifiituné life, if fhe forbade not his
-apiploathn foh theé. confent. of Sir Hugh
and Mr. Tyrold to folicit her favour. .~ °

1+ Withirefped: 2a:Indisna; he begged her,
unlefs queftioned, 1o he whollyfilept. - - Fo
. faf his-flame fof . that, aderable creature
wils-£singuiftied . would: be “utterly falfe’;
dnt his_peare; 34 raych,-2 this. hopour,
wonld Jead hils to gosnbat; henesforth, by
all ‘the means sh lis- power, his: ll!-fated
ind\woavtebmmg paffion. , 1 -
L s doiniffion “Was” if perfedt &)nﬁ;-
‘lnif ik (ke féelings of Mrs. Berlintor,
-who, though with difficulty fhe gained ad-
Imiflion;-exocutetl it with the. mofb terder
deliddey to; i -tersifidi Pugends;, mhibs,
bluazad laddardmiingy  pale.and incredu-
sy follirtle undeyibod d wWhavThe hinddy fo
. 1ictle was abie;aofbdmvzv&l!miamhd;
that,

4
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that, when Mrs. Berlinton, with-an affeg -
tionate embrace, begged her anfwer, fhe
afked if it was not Indiana of whom fhe
was fpeaking ! "

. Mrs. Berlinton then thought it nght to'
be explicit; fhe acknowledged the early
paffion of her brother for that young lady,
but -ftated that, long before he had ven--
tured to think of herfelf, he had detexj- .
mined its conqueft; and that what originally
was the prudence of compulfion, was now,
‘from his altered profpe@s in life, become
choice: ¢ And believe me,’* added the,
« from my long and complete knowledge'
~of the honour and the delicacy of his ‘opi- -
nion, a¢ well as of the tendernefs'and gra--
titude of his nature, the woman who fhall
‘once receive his vows, will find his life de-
. voted to the ftudy of her happinefs.”” -
~ Eugeria flew into her atms, hung upen
_her bofom,. wept, bluthed, fmiled,. and
‘fighed, altemately ; -one moment withed .
‘Indiana in poffeffion of- Her. fortune, the
next thought fhe herfelf, in all butbeauty, -
more formed for his felicity, - and' ulti. -
s6 mately
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mmately gave her tacit but tranfported con.
fent to the application.

Melmond, upon receiving it, heaved
‘what he fondly hoped would be his laft
figh for Indiana; and ordering his horfe,
fet off xmmed}ately for Cleves andEther-
'ington; determined frankly to ftate his
fmall income and crufhed -expeations ;
and feeling almoft equally mdzﬁ'erent to ac-
ceptance or rejetion.

" Camilla devoted the afternoon to her
agitated but enraptured fifter, who defired
Ter fecret might fpread no further, till the
‘will of her father and uncle fhould decide
ts fate; but the loquacious Mrs. Mittin,
- having fome cheap ribands and . fine
sedgings to recommend to Mifs Margland
and Indiana, could by no means refrain
from informing them, at the fame time, of
~ “the difcovered manufcript.
"« Poor thing !” cried Induna, “I
wally pity her. I don’t think,” imper-
“ceptibly gliding towards the glafs ; «Idon’t
‘thipk, by what I have feen of Mr Mel-
\ °  mond,
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.mond, fhe has much chance ; I'vea notnfn
he’s rather more difficult.”

- ¢ Really this is what 1 always ex-
peted !” faid Mifs Margland ; * It’s juft
exatly what one might look for from one
of your learned educations, which I always
. defpifed with all my heart. Writing love

verfes at fifteen! Dr. Orkborne’s made a
fine hand ofher ! I always hated him, from
-the very firft. Howevyer, I've had nothing
to do with the bringing her up, that’s my .
confolation ! I thank Heaven I never made
averfe i mylife! and I never intend it.””
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. CHAP XL,
Fhe Compusations of Self-Love.

Crwea lefe her fifter to accompany
Mrs. Berlmton to the Rooms ; no
‘other mode remammg for fecing Edgar; .
"who, fince her- ‘rejeCtion, had held back-
. from repeating his attempt of vifiting Mrs. .
‘Berlinton.” *

In'mutual foliditude, mutual watchful..
nefs, and mutual trials of each other’s
hearts and efteem, a week had already,
paﬂ'ed, without one hope being -extirpat- -
ed, ‘or one doubt allayed. This evening -
was fomewhat more, though lefs plmfantly
decifive.

Accident, want of due conﬁderatlon,.
and fudden recolleGtion, in an agitated -
moment, of the worldly do&rine of Mrs.
.Arlbery, had led Camilla, once more,

" into the femblance of a chara&er, which,
' 13 - without



LANMMEL A . @99
-without thinking of; fhe was atting. Born
’ﬁmple and, iggenuous, and bred.to hold
in horror ‘every fpecies.of art, all idea of
coyiewy was foreign 1o hér mammg, A
though an untoward contrariety- of cir-
‘cumftances, playing' upon " feelings too
“potent” for “deliberations,  had’ gfuded het
into -a ¢condu@ as mifchievous in its
effe@s, - and. as “wide from artleflnefs in
its appearance, as . if .fhe had been.
btouglhit . up:. and nounﬂ;ed in’ faﬂnonable
gonfma
. Such, however, 'was‘ not Camxﬂa her
éVer’y ‘propenfity was pure, and, when
refle®tion came to ‘her aid, her condudt
was ag éxemplary as her wilhes. - {But
the: ardour of her imagination,’ a&ed
‘Gpon . by every pa.ﬂing' idea, - fhook et
Judgment frem its’ yet unfleady feat, and
Jeft her at ‘the mercy of wayward Senﬁl
Ylity—tha¢' delicate, but- m'egula‘
which now impels to all that is moft- cllfY
inserefted,for otliers, now forgets dll man-
kind; to watth the pnl.famm of xts own
ﬁlmet..'u~"': ~_
S . This



Py CAMILL A

This-evening brought her back to" re-
colle&tion.— Young Weftwyn, urged by
what he deemed encouragement, and
prompted - by his impatient father, fpoke
of his intended vifit to Cleves, and intro-
duttion to Sir Hugh, in terms of fuch

animated pleafure, and with a manner of -

fuch open admiration, ‘that fhe could not

miftake the ferious purpofes which he '

meant to imply.

Alarmed, fhe looked at him ;- but the
expreflion of his eyes was not fuch as to
© ftil her fufpicions. Frightened at what
now fhe firft obférved, fhe turned from
him, gravely, meaning to avoid cenverfing
with him the reft of the evening; but her
caution_came too late ; her firft ciyilities

“had flattered ‘both him and his father into
* @& belief of her_favour, and this fudden
drawback he imputed only to virgin mo-
defty, which but - added to the fervour of
his devoirs. ~

Camilla now perceived het own error ¢
the perfeverance of young Weftwyn not
merely ftartled, but appalled her. . Hi§

er"
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charalter, unaffuming,; though fpirited,
was marked by a general decency and
propriety of demeanour, that would not
prefumptuoufly brave diftancing ; and
awakened “her, therefore, to a review of.

_her own condu&, as it related, or as it
might-feem, to himfelf.

"And here, not all the guiltlefinefs of
her intentions could exonerate her from
blame with that finely fcrutinizing moni-
tor to which Heaven, in pity to thofe evil
propenfities that law cainot touch, nor
fociety reclaim, has devolved its earthly
" jurifdi®tion in the human breaft. With"
her hopes fhe could play, with her wifhes
fhe could trifle, her intentions fhe could
defend, her defigns. the could relinquifh
—but with her coafcience fhe could not
- .combat. It pointed beyond the prefent
moment 3 it took her back to her im- .
prudence with Sir Sedley Clarendel, which
fhould have taught her more circumfpec-
tion; and it carried her on to the difap-
pointment of Henry and his father, whom
_ while heedlefsly the had won, though with-

‘ out
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Sut the moft remote view to beguile,” fhe
might- feem artfully to have caught, for -
the wanton vanity of reje&ting.

‘While advice and retrofpeéhon were
thus alike oppreflive in accufition, her
petfive air and withdrawn fipiles proved
but more endeanng to young Weftwyn,
whofe internal interpretation was fo litrle
adapted to render them formidable, that
his- affiduities were but more tender, and
kllowed her no repofe. '

Edgar, who with the moft fuffering
fufpenfe, obferved her unufual ferioufnes,
and its effe& upon Henry, drew from it,
with the cuftomary ingenuity of fenfitive-
‘minds to torment themfelves, the fame
§nféerence for his caufelefs torture, as
proved to his rival a delufive bleffing.
‘But while thus he contemplated Henry:
as the moft to be envied of mortals, a.
‘new fcene called forth new furprife, and-
* ‘gave birth to yet new doubts in his mind.
‘He faw Camilla not merely turn. wholly
‘away from -his rival, but. enter into con-:
-verfanon, and give,, apparently, her.whole

. attention
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- wttention to Lord Valhupft, who, it was
palpable, only fpoke to her of her charms, -
which, alternately with thofe of Mrs, Berlin-
ton, he devoted his whole time to wors

fhipping.

Camilla by this a&ion, : meant ﬁmply to
take the quickeft road fhe faw in her
power to fhew yopng Weftwyn his mifs
take.  Lord Valhurft. the held nearly in
averfion ; for,’ though his vindjcation of
his npright motives at the bathing-houfe,

_joined to her indifférence in confidering
him ecither guilty or -innocent, wmade her
‘conclude he might be blamelefs in that
tranfaction, - his perpetual compliments,
_enforced by' flaring- eyes . and. tender

nees; wearied and difgufted her. But
: wag.always by her fide, when not in
the fpme, pofitign . with Mrs. Betlinton 3

.and while his. readinefs to engage her .
made this her eaﬁeft expedient, his time-
of :life perfuadcd her «it..was .the fafef}t,
Lx;t,l& aware of the eﬂ'e& thls produced,
upay Edgar, the imagined he would nat
more qotwe ber in any gonverfation with

S - Lord

e v =
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Lotd Valhurft, than if fhe were difcourf -
“ing with her uncle.

But while fhe judged from the fincerity
of reality, fhe thought not of the mifchief
of appearance. What in her was defigned

.with innocence, was rendered fufpicious to

the obfervers by the looks and manner of
her companion. The pleafare with which
he found, at laft, that incenfe received,
which hitherto had been fighted, gave:new
geft to an adulatien which, while Camilld
endured .merely to fhew her coldnefs to
young Weftwyn, feemed to Edgar t¢ be
offered with a graofs prefumption o wel-
come, that muft refult from an opinion it
was addreffed to a confirmed coquette.,

Offended in his inmoft foul by this idea,
he fcarce defired to know if the were now
fimulated’ moft by a with to' torment
'Henry, or himfelf, or only by the general
pleafure fhe found in this new mode of
amufement. ¢ Be it,”’ cried he, to Dr.
Marchmont, ¢ as it may, with meall is
equally over ! I feek not to recall an at- -
tachment liable to fuch intermiffions, fuch

: commonons.
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commotions. What would be my peace,
. ‘my tranquillity, with a companion fo un-
ftable ? A mind all at large in its purfuits 2
~—a diffipated wife !—=No !—I will remain

here but to let her’know | acquiefce inher

difmiffion, and to ‘learn in what form
the has commumcated our breach to her
friends.” '

" Dr. Marchmont was filent, and they

- walked out of the room together ; leaving
the deceived Camilla perfuaded he was fo

“indifferent with regard to the old-peer, that

all her influence was loft, and all her late - -

exertions were thrown away, by one even. ..
ing’s remiflnefs in excmng his fcars of 2
young rival. =

’

Melmbhd' returned to Southarﬁptén the

- next morning with an air of deep and fet-

tled melancholy. He had found the two
brothers together, and the candour of his
appearance, the plainnefs of his declaration,
the opennefs with which he ftated his fitu-

ation,
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ation, and his near relationfhip to Mrs;
Berlinton, procured him a courteous hear-
ing ; and he foon faw that:both ¢he father
and the uncle, though-they défired time for
confideration and inquiry, weté difpofed
to favour him. -Mr.Tyrold,: though; to
his acknowledged receht difappointment
of fortune, "he attributed his addrefs, had
- fo little hope that any man at once amiable

and rich would prefept. himfelf-to his un-'

fortunate Eugenia, :that;- when-be faw a
gentleman well' ednicated; well allied,  of
pleafing manners, asdwith every extetnal
promife of a good: and- féeling charaéter,
modettly, and with' no profeffions. but of
efteem and refpe&, feek her of her friends,
he thought himfelf not even entitled to
refufe him. He told him, bowever, that
he could conclude upon nothing in a
matter of fuch equal intereft. to himfelf
and his wife, without her knowledge and
concurrence; and. that during the time
~he demanded before he gave a final an-
fwer, he required a forbearance of all in-
tercoutle, beyond. that, of 3 common acs

: " -quaintance.

L]

~.
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quaintancé; His firft’ defign was iinme-
diately to ferid for Eugenia home ; but the:

_ young man appeared f{o reafonable, fof
mild, fo unlike a fortune-hunter, that,
conftitutionally mdulgent where he ap-,
prehended nothmg ¢riminal, he contented.

** himfelf with writing to the fame effe@ to

“Eugenia, fully fatisfied of her fcrupulous

pun&tuality, when once his will was
known. -

Melmond thougb thus well recewed,
returned ‘back to Southampton. with any.
air rather than that of a bridegroom..
-The order, not to..wait upon Eugenia in-
pnvate, was the only part of his tafk he
performed with fatisfattion ; for though a.
mind really virtuous made him with to
conquer his repugnance to his ﬁxturepart -
ner, he felt-it could not be by comparing.
her with Indiana. :

Eugema received the letter of her fa-
ther, written-in his own and her uncle’s’
name, with tranfport ; and; to teftify her -
grateful obedience, refolved to name the.

- impending tranfation to rio one, and even
. to

k]
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to relinquith her vifits to Mrs. Berlinton,
and only to fee Melmond when accident:
brought-him before her in public.

But Mrs. Mittin, through words cafu«
~ally dropt, or converfations not very de-
licately overheard, foon gathered the par-
ticulars of her fituation, which “happily
furnithed her with a new fubje for a gof-
fipping vifit to Mifs Marglarid and In-
" diana. The firft of thefe ladies received
the news with unconcern, rather pleafed -
than otherwife, that the temptation of an
heirefs fhould be*removed from any
rivalry with the charms of her fair pupil ;
- swho, by no means, however, liftened to’
the aecount with equal indifference.* The
fight of Melmond at Southampton, with
the circumftance of his being brother to
the Honourable Mrs. Berlinton, had awa-
kened all the pleafure with-which fhe had
firft met his impaffioned admiration ; and
while the haughtily expefted from every
public exhibition, ¢-to bring home hearts
by dozens,” the fecret. point fhe had in
view, was fhewing Melmond that her
14 power
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power over others was as mighty as it had
been over himfelf. She had not taken the .
trouble to afk with what end : what was

pafled never afforded her an obfervation
what was to come never called forth an

idea. Occupied only by the prefent mo-

ment, things gone remained upon her:
memory but as matters of fat, and all her
expettations fhe looked forward to but as

matters of courfe. To lofe, therefore, a

conqueft the had thought the vitim of
her beauty for life, was a furprife nearly

incredible ; to lofe him to Eugenia an

affront fcarcely fupportable ; and fhe

waited but an opportunity to kill him with

her difdain. But Melmond, who dreaded

nothing fo much as an interview, availed

himfelf of the commands of Mr. Tyrold,

in not going to the lodgings of Eugenia,

and lived abforbed in a melancholy retire-

‘ment, which books alone could a little

alleviate.

The conclufion of the letter of Mr. Ty-
rold gave to Camilla as much pain as
every other part of it gave to Eugenia

VOL. IV. T pleafure :
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pleafure : it was an earneft and parent-
ally tender prayer, that the alliance with
Melmond; fhould his worth -appear fuch
ag to authérife. its taking place, might.
prove the counterpart to the happinefs fo
fwently promxfed from that of her fifter
with Edgar.”

*While Camilla ﬁghed to confider how .
wide from the certainty with which he -
mentioned it was fuch ari event, fhe bluthed
that he fhould thus be uninformed of her
infecurity : but while a reconciliation was -
not more her hope than her expeation
with every rifing fun, the could not en-
dure to break his repofe with the know-
ledge of a fufpenfe fhe thought as dif-
graceful as it was unhappy. Yet her pre-
fent fcheme to accelerate its termination,
became difficult even of trial. -

“The obvioufly ferious regard of Henry
was a continual reproach to her; and the
undifguifed approbation of his father was
equally painful.  Yet fhe could now only
efcape them by turning to fome other, and -
that other was neceflarily Lord Valhurft,

- 6 : whofe
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'whofe clofe fiege toher noﬁcc fored oﬁ‘ :
every affailant but himfelf.” ‘This the de-
luded Camilla thought an expedient the
moft innozious ; and gave to him fo much’
of her time, that his fufceptibility to the:
charms of youth dnd beautx was put to.a,
trial beyond his fortitude ; and, in avery
fEW days, noththﬁandmg theJr difpropor-
tion in age, his embarrafled though large
eftates, and the little or no fortune. which,
the had in view, “he determined to marry
her : for when aman of rank and riches re- }
folves to propofe himfelf to. a woman who
.has neither, he. conceives his acceptance ,
<hiot a matter of doubt.

‘In any ‘other foc1ety, has admu'atlon of

» Camilla’ might eafily, like what he had -
- already experienced ~and forgotten for
thoufands of her fex, have efcaped fo
grave or decidéd a tendency ; but in
Mrs. Berlintort he faw fo .much of youth
.and - beauty beﬁowed ~upon a man whom
~he knew to be his own fenjor in age, that
. the idea of 'a handfome young wife was
perpetually prefent to him. He weighed,
. Te like
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like all people who feek to entice them-
felves to their own withes, but one fide of
the queftion ; and rifked, like all who fuc-
ceed in fuch felf-fedu@ion, the inconve-
nience of finding out the other fide too
late.- He faw the attrations of his fair
Kinfwoman ; but neglected.to.confider of
how ittle avail they were to her hufband ;
he thought, with exultation of that huf-
band’s age, and almoft childifhnefs ; but
forgot to take into. the fcales, that they
had obtained from 'his youthful choice
only difguft ‘and avoidance. -

While he waited for fome trinkets,
which he had ordered from town, to have
ready.for prefenting with his propofals,
Edgar only fought an opportunity and
courage to take his laft farewel. When-
ever Camilla was fo much engaged with
others that it was impoffible to approach
her, he thought himfelf capable of utter=
ing an eternal adieu’; but when, by any
-opening, he faw where and how he might
addh efs her, his feet refufed to move, his
tongue became parched, and his pleadmg

7 heart
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heart feemed exclaiming : O, not to-night!
yet, yet, another day, ere Catmlla is parted
with for ever!
~ But fuddenly, foon after, Camilla ceafed
to appear. . At the rooms, at the plays, at
the balls, and at the private affemblies,
Edgar - looked for- her in vain. Her oM
'adulator; alo, vanified from public ‘places;
while- her young admirer and his father
hovered about in them-as.ufual, bu fpirite
tefs, comfortlefs, - and as. if m- thefame
%ch has himfelf, : :

At ey
al
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'M”‘ Nomzw, ¥ lady w0, cmm-
flances hag brought intg fome inti~
wasy with ‘Mrs. Rexlinton wpen. her_mas- .
siagg, had endeavoured; dropvdbd 6rik cof
beviansrianes iatokighnlife, 0! dedw- ber inte
a love of play; not with doiided of dlaing
her any mifchief; for the was no more her
enemy than her friend; but to anfwer
her own purpofes of havxng. a Faro table
under her own direction. She was a wo~
man of fathion, and as fuch every-where re-
ceived ; but her fortune was fmall, and
her paﬁion for gaming inordinate; and as
there was not, at this time, one Faro
table at Southampton, whither fhe was or-
dered for her health, fhe was almoft
_ wearied into a lethargy, till her reiterated
intreaties prevailed, at length, with Mrs,
Berlinton to hold gneat her own houle.
: - The
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Fhe fitigue of life withaut View, the
vgcnl of talents witheut prudence,. and the
.fatiety of pleafure: withqut. intermifitod,
:were dlready dangeroufly aflaulting the
- early independénce and prematuse power
.of -Mrs: ‘Berlinton; and the moment of
-vacancy and wéarinels was feized by Mre.
- Norfield, to prefs the éffay of a new mode
~of amudement. 1

Mre. Berlinton’s houfe opencd faﬂed
‘not "to be_filled ; and epened for a Faro
‘table, to be filed with a peculiar fet.
AT o game has, . unfortunatc}y, always its
attraéhom to game witha perfeét novice

3 not what will render it lefs alluting;
'andto fee that novice ‘rich .and - “beautifil

“is ftill fefs Tkely to berepeihng "- ':m
“Mr. Berlinton, when he made this mar-
riage, fuppofed he had engaged for lifé'a
"fair nitrfe to his mfirnfities ; but wﬁ'eh he
‘ faw her fixed avérfion, he had not fpirit fo
cope with it ; and when fhe had always 2n
excufe for a feparauon, he had not tHe
- fenfe fo- acquainit himfelf how fhe pafled
: her time in his abfenée] A natural inbe-

T4 - y cility



. 436 CAMILLA.

-eility of mind was now nearly verging
upon dotage, and as he rarely quitted
his room but at meal times, the made a
point never to fee him in any other part
of the day. Her antipathy rendered her
obdurate, though her difpofition . was
-gentle, and fhe had now left him at Tun-
‘bridge, to meet her aunt at Southamp-
ton, with a knowledge he was too ill to
‘follow- her, and a determination, upon
. various pretences, to ftay away from him
for fome months. Theill fate of fuch un.
equal alliances is almoft daily exemplified
.in life; and though few young brides of
.old bndegrooms fly their mates thus openly
vand decidedly, their retainers have feldom
much caufe to rejoice in fuperior happi-
.nefs, fince they are generally regarded but
s the gaolers of their young prey.
Moderation was the laft praife to which
Mrs: Berlinton had any claim; what the
entered upon through perfecution, in an
interval of mental fupinenefs, the was foon

rawake to as a pleafure, and next purfued -

as a paffion. Her beloved cqrrefpondent
was negleCted ; her favourite authors were
fet
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fer afide ; her country rambles were:given
- up;- balls and the: rooms’ were forgotten 3

and Faro alone" engroflfed her faculties by
day, and her dreams during the thort epoch’
the referved. for fleep.at_night.. She loft,
as might be expetted, as conftantly as the
. played ; but a3 smaoney was'not what. fhe
paturally valued, the difdained to. weigh -
that circumftanee ; .and fo long as fhe had
any to pay, reﬁgned it with more gm;q
than by others it was won.- .
- That Camilla was not caught by thxs rué
inous falcination, was not fimply the effe®
of neceffity.. . Had: the ftate of her-finances
beén as flourithing as it was decayed, theg
would have been equally fteady in this
forbearance : her reafon was fair, though
Ber feelings frequently chaced it from thé
field, She looked on, therefore, with
" fafety, though not wholly with indiffer.
ence ;. fhe had too. much fancy not to be
aniufed by the. fpirit of. the bufinefs,. and
was too ahimated not to take part in the-
fucceflive bopes and. fears. of ‘the feveral
.competitors ; but though her quick fenfa-
TS tions:
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tions promptsid’ a- readinefs,-Uke; shat of
Mrs. Berlintop, to enter dmimly info -alk
thit was prefented to her, die refemblancs
went no further ; what the wes otice gone
vibeed: was. vmong ﬂ:’e "was mmpnble nﬁ
pta&ﬂng. D .

*- Upor Ganihg, the ﬂ#& feeling and the
'lateﬁ re@ection are- commonly one ; both
point its “hazards ko“be unneceﬂ'ary its
frarpofes rapdcious, and'ifs end defperate
lofs, or deftruéive geifi; fhe not only;

" thenefore, held back ;: fhye. taok the hbetty,
wpon the privilege of their avowed friends
fhip, to remonftraté againit this dangerous
paftine with- Mrs. Berlinton. But that’
kdy, though. eminemtly defigned td be
amiable,. had now contra&ed the fearful
habit of giving way to every. propenfity ;
and finding her native notions of happinefs
were blighted in the bud, concluded tlrat all
which now remained for her.was the indul-
gence of every luxury. . Shethgirtl. with
fuieetnefs the expoftulation.of! ker yoang
friend ; ‘but The purfued her qum cousfe.. .



CAMILL Ay . L3N

*,le-# very few days, however, while thet
bluth of fhame died her beautiful cheeks,;
fhe inquired if Camilla could lend her a
a little ready money. -

© A bluth of no lefs unpleafant feclmg@
overfpread the face of her fair gueft, in
being compelied to own the had -none to:
lend ; but the eagerly promifed to procure
fome from Mrs. Mittin, who had a note in
her hand to exchange for the payment of

. fome fmall debts contracted at Tunbridge.

Mrs. Berlinton, gathering, from her confu+
fion, how ill {he was ftored, would not hear .

of applying to this refource, ¢ though I
hate,” fhe cried,  to be indebted to thag
odious old coufin, of whom I was obliged
to borrow laft night.”

Glaring imprudence in others is a leflon

even to the moft unthinking; Camilla,.
when -fhe found that Mrs. Berlinton had:
loft every guinea the could command, ven--
tured to renew flill more forcibly her ex-.
hortations againft the Faro table ;. bup
Mrs. Berlinton, notwithftanding fhe pof--

feffed an excellent capacity, was fo little

TG6 fortified

-

-
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fortified with any pradtical tenets either of
religion or morality, that where fentiment
did not take the part of what was right,
fhe had no prefervative againft what was
wrotig. The Faro table, therefore, was
ftill opened; and Lord Valhurft, by the
fums he lent, obtained every privilege of -
intimacy in the faxmly, except that of being

Welcome.

Againtt this penlous mode of proceeding -
Caxmlla was not the only warner. Mrs.
Ulft faw with extreme repugnance - the
mode of life her niece was purfuing, and
reprimanded her with fevere reproach;
but her influence was now loft ; and Mrs.
Berlinton, though fhe kindly attended
her, and fought to alleviate her fufferings,
afted as if the were not in exiftence.

It wias now Mrs. Mittin gained the
higheft point of her ambition ; Mrs. Ber
linton, tired of remonftranees the could not
controvert, and woald not ebferve, was |
extremely relieved by finding a perfon who
would fit with her aunt, comply with her
bumours, hear her lamentations, fubfciibe
. ot to

A
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to her opinions, and beguile her of her
rigid fretfulnefs by the amufement of gof--
fiping anecdotes.

* Mrs. Mittin had.begun life as the ap-
prentice to a fmall country milliner ; but
had rendered herfelf fo ufeful to a fick,
elderly gentlewoman, who lodged in the’
houfe, that theleft her a legacy, which, by
finking into an annuity, enabled her to quit
her bufinefs, and fet up, in her own con.
ception, for a gentlewoman herfelf ; though
with fo very fmall an income, that to’
fuftain her new poft, the was frequently
reduced .to far greater dependence and
hardthips than fhe experienced in her old
one. She was good-humoured, yet labo~
rious ; gay,_yet fubfervient; poor, yet
~ diffipated. To be ufeful, - the would fub-
"mit to-any drudgery ; to become agreeable,
devote herfelf to any flattery. To pleafe
was her inceflant defire, and her rage for
pop\ﬂa.nty included every rank and clafs
of fociety. ~ Fhe more eminent, of courfe,
were her firft ebjechs, but the fame aim
defcended to the loweft. She would work,
wtd, g -of errands, or cook a dinner ;. be

a panﬁte,
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. parafite, 2 fry, am attendant; 2 dmdge 3
keep 3 faczet, or {pread a report ; incite a.
quarrel, or coax contending parties into
peace ;. invent any expedient, and execute
any fcheme----all with the pretext to ablige
others, but all, in fad, for ﬁmple egotifin’;
as preya,lent in Ber mind as in that of the’
mgre, highly ambmous, though meaner
and lefs dangerous. .

Camllla was much reheved when the
fpux_xd. this offigioys perfon was. no longer
refained folely upon her accoynt; hut fadl.
fim could heither obtain her bills,, no an-
fiwers ever arriving, nor the maney for her
twenty pound note, Mrs. Mittin always
evading to deliver it, and affemng the was
fure fomepody would come in the . flage
- the next day fior the payment fhe had pro~
mifed ;- and when Camilla wanted  cath for.

any of the very few articles the now allowed
herfelf to.think md&fpenfable inftead of re~
foring it.ingp her.hands, he few out herfelf
ta purchafe- the goopds that - were requiteds
aml ajways byought them home witl{ affur-
agces they were cheaper than the-fhope
kaepe:s wouldlet Rey have them for berfelfe

Camilla
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S apila-vefifked ll -imcitoments to- ngw
Gishy 2ne e, STameaipy with 2 fartinude:
which muft; net. be judged by the: ageds
nor.the retired, ho.weighing ?nly the fri-
voh’,tjy of, what Jhe mthftood, 3re nof quali~
g& fo appreqxate the metit of. tlns fort’ of
reﬁ natlop i t e (young, the gay,. :he Dew
fg,, who kDQW that, amongft rmnpr cas

-]ammes, none are more alar,mmg to the ju- - -

venile brea{( than the fear. of not appcarmg
initiated, in. the reigning modes, can-along
;10 jyﬁxce to. tfle prefent ph;loforahx of C.a.
mxﬂa in l'eemg, at all the wore, by thf
quic Ql‘lang}es o faﬂuon, feeme,d already
out of date ; in refufing to 160k ‘at'the per-
‘perdaF/digerfity of apparel daily brought,
by variotd dfefs modellers, : for the appro-
bation vf M. Berlinitttl, and 't fcemg
- Yat Tady blways newly;: Hrighﬁy, and'ift 4-
‘drfbngmﬁled' mannes attired,”yet appcar-
ing by her- fide in exadlly the fame array
¥hat-fhe Rad conflantly-worn at 'funbndge.
Wor wis ‘Ciwfiki indifferentto this cont
ralt'; but e fubmitted to it as the futy
of! her prefent: imvolved fituation, which
exa&ed ’ﬁom’ her every pnvatxon, in pret
. - - ference

-
-1
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ference to beftowing upon any’ new ex-

pence the only fum fhe could command
towards clearmg what was pait. :

" But, after'a very fhort time, the littlé
wardrobe exhibited a worfe quality than
that of not keepmg pace with the laft de-
vices of the fon ; if loft not merer its new-
nefs, but its delxcacy ‘Alas’! thought the,
how long, in the ¢areful and rare wear of
Ethermgton and Cleves, all this would
have Yerved me, whﬂe herc, in tl’us d;u]y
ufe, a fortnight js ‘fcarce paﬁ'ed, yet all is.
fpoilt and deﬂroyed. 4h' ‘public pla.ce§
are only for the nch‘ i I,

Now, thercforc, M'ts. Mittin;' was.
ferious utility ; fhe; fndcd net. to ob(er.vq
the declining Rate of her attire; and
though fhe wondered at the parfimony
which fo refolutely prohibited .all .orders
for its renewal, in a young lady fhe confi-
dered as fo.great an hexrefs, fhe was yet
,proud to difplay her various -powers of
proving ferviceable.  She turned, changed,
rubbed, cleaned, and' new made up-all the
feveral articles of which hep drefs. was com, -
poled; to fo much advantage, and with

fuch




CAMILLA.  4dy
-fuch friking effe, that for yeta few days
.more all feemed renewed, and by the arts.
of fome few alterations, her appearance

:was rather more than lefs fathionable than
-upon her firft arrival. S

But this could not laft long ; and when
- ‘all, again, was fading into a ftate of decay,
Mrs. Berlinton received an invitation for
Therfelf and her fair gueft, to a great ball
‘and fupper, given upon the occafion of a
‘young nobleman’s coming of age, in which
‘all the dancers, by’ agreement, were to be
"habited in uniform. - ’

This uniform was to be clear fine lawn,
with lilac plumes and ornaments.

. Camilla had now,with eonfumm regret,

paffed feveral days without one ﬁght of |

.Edgar. This invitation, therefore, which
.was general to all the company at South-
ampton, was, in its firft found, delicious;
but became, upon confideration, the re-

wverfe. Clear lawn and lilac plumes and

‘ornaments fhe had none; how to go the
Jenew. nat ; yet Edgar fhe was fure would
be there ; how to ftay away the knew lefy.
U This
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. This was 2 feere. moment t6 "her .eait-
rage; fhe' fek it faultering, and purting
«down the.card of Mivitation, without the
dorce of defiring Mrs. Berlinton to make
her excufe, repaired to her-own room, tes
nﬁed by. the preponderance of her withes
‘to a confent which the knew her fituation
mnder.ed unwarrantable. - '

: There, hawever, though fhe gained time
Jor reflection, fhe gathered not the refolu-
gion the fought, . The flay at Southampton,
- by she ge,ﬁrenf Lynmere, had been lengthi-

ened ; yet only a week now- remained, be-
fore fthe muft, retym to her father and her
GrickeS-But how' retun ? feparated from
Edgar ? Pdgar' whortt the ftill helieved e
Maﬂy :to:feeagain in fome more dufpi-
“clous moment, to re-conquér and fix fop
dife ! Bt whexn'ind where might that aafpli-
-cicus moment be Jooked for ? not at Mrs.
Berlinton’s ; there he no more attempted

- +t6 vilit: not at the Rooms; thofe now

‘were decid¢dly relinquithed, and all general
dnvitations. were smdequate to draw Mrs.
Berlinton: froin her new purfuit: where,
then, ‘was this bappy explanation-to pafs ?.

' When
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o mpur»;wﬁhﬁ&wedy§bﬁ:gmﬁﬁed
yich dhitficnity, we conclude; in the ardowr
@f combating their obftacle, that..to -lofe
Ahems i 4o lofe.every thingy to ghtain then
4 to.venfure pll gead. © A9 this Hadl; and
6*!1!‘&191% Camilla painsed. Edgat comr
ml;rmﬁmﬁ 0 :her 3 ﬁhwmfeem be
ould dance .with® her; ‘the 4s- fore he
viswald Gt by no-ene elfe dwring thetepalts
#be.wapy.days fince they had maf;, wonld
sedear. ta him; ey mmment 5bqyx wyld

Revifpaid iogesher, aadi hap,adive § imagh-
nation foon wo;lg;d #B-fcsRes fg, PR

frqn% this ever aﬁl that ‘Ibfe‘ ext Pe;fuiéled
8 e i '

arice 0 recwoncxha on

un. Fvl)o‘l!;yr “pbh ;hé mee%ﬁ"f oﬂ’ered“
ié‘g}k@ ky MW’}» yet, w;em
ey 30l inggmiprabl, . e dusne

moned Mrs. Mittin, and’ mtreated e
!vo 1d makq fuch i mqume,s concerping the
tie o * the ball-drefy. umfonn as would
‘gﬂb % tiettb eftthdite'i 1ts, &'mf’e ﬁf}f)éngq
Her hours pafled now in extreme difs
ﬁux dlaw}ﬂf vb‘h;leca'}f Bex Hopes céntred
8.5 ﬂac"’approachmg feihvai‘ the- eftimaté
HHicH Vs mdemnﬂnc%er poiwer of \en
8 joying
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joying it was by ne means eafy to procure.
‘Mrs. Mietin, though an adept in fuch mat-
ters, took more pleafure m the parade than
in the performance of her tafk ; and abways
-anfwered to her inquiries, that it was.im-
“poffible to fpeak-fo foon ;- that.the muft go
to fuch another thep ﬁrﬁ that fhe muft
-confult with fuch and fuch a perfon ; and
that fhe muft confider over more clofely
‘the orders given by Mrs. Berlinton, which
bwere to be her direieri,’ though-with the
fipulation of having mateﬂall muci
‘¢heaper and more common,” * -

At length, however, the burft into hef
. Yoom, one.mormng, before fhe was drefex
faying:  Now, my dear mifs, 1 hope'
thall make you happy;"” and dxfpiay‘ed,
upon the’ bed a beautiful pxece bf
fawn. N

'. Camilla examined and admxred 1t, aiked

what it was a yard, and haw gmch woulc}
fuﬂice for the d;-efs

“ Why, my dear, I’ll anfw:m for it
there’s enough for three-whele dreﬂ'es,
whyu sa whole,pwce H andlda:g{py Ican

get
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geta handkerchief and an apron out of it
into the bargain.”

< % But I want neither handkerchlef nor
apron, nor three drefles, Mrs. Mittin ; 1
fhall take the fmallélt quantity that is pof-
fible, if I take any at all.” '

_ Mrs. Mittin faid that the man would not
~cut it, and the muft take the whole, or
none. ' -

- Camilla was amazed fhe could fo far
have mifunderftood her as to bring it upon

. fuch terms, and begged fhe would carryit
back.

. “ Nay, xf you don t take tlns, my dear,
there’s nothing in the fhops that comes
near it for lefs than fifteen fhillings a-yard ;.
Mrs. Berlinton gives eightcen for her’s,.
and it don’t look one bit to choofe; and
this, if you take itall together, you may

" have for ten, for all its width, for there’s
30 yards, and the piece comes.to but fifteen.
Pound;”

Caxmlla protefted fhe would not, at this
pay ten fhillings a-yard for any gown
in the world.

Mrs.
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Mrs. Mittin, who had-flattered heffelf’
that the handkerchief and apton, at leaft, if:
not.one of the-gowns, would have fallen to
her fhare, was much difcompofed. by this.
unexpc&ed declaration ; and difappointed,
murmuring, ‘and eonceiving her the;moft:
avaricious of mortals, was. farced away ;
leaving Camilla in complete defporidence
of any power to effeft hér wifhi with pro-
prxety

" Mrs. Mittin' camte back fate, and with
# look of difmdy; the man of whom fhe
had had the muflin, who Wwag a traveller,
whom fhe had met at a friend’s, had not’
waited her return; and,as the had left the
“fifteen’péunds with him, fora pledge of the
fecurity of his goods, -the fuppofed he: had
miade off, td get rid of the whole piece at
once.’ ' .
" Camilla felt petrified. No pofiible plea-
fure or defire could urge her, deh'berately,
to Wh‘at fhie deeined an extravagange,; yet
here, in one moment, the was defpoiled of
thrée parts of all fhe poflefled; either for
her own ufe, or towards the reflitution of
her juft debts with others.

C- ‘Obferving
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"Obferving. her. diltrefs,  though: with
more difpleafure than pity, from believing
it founded in the moft extraordinary co-:

v'etoufnefs, Mrs. Mittin propofed meafuting

the piece in three, 2nd difpofing of the twe’

gowns fhe did not want to Mrs. Berlinton,’

of her fifter and Mifs Lynmere.

" Camilla was a little revived ; but the’
refpite of difficulty was fhort; upon open-

ing the picce, it was found damaged ; and’
after the firft few yards, which Mrs,"
Mittin had feduloufly examined, nét a°

breadth had efcaped fome rent, fray, or
mifchief. |
The ill being now irremediable, to make

up the drefs in the cheapeft manner pof’

fible was the only confolation that re-
mained. Mrs.- Mittin knew a mantua-
maker who, to oblige her, would undertake
-this for a very fmall payment; and fhe
promifed to procure every thing elfe that
was neceflary for the mereft trifle.

. Determined, however, to rifk nothing
more in fuch hands; the now pofitively
demanded that the refidue of the note
~Ihould be reftored to her own keeping.

Mrs.

>
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" Mrs.. Mittin, though much affronted,

honeftly refunded the five pounds. The

little articles fhe had occafionally brought .
were ftill unpaid for ; but her paffion for

detaining the money was merely with a

view to give herfelf confequence, in boaft-

ing how and by whom fhg was trufted, and

now and then drawing out her purfe, be-

fore thofe who had lefs to produce; but.
wholly without any defign of impofition or

fraud ; all fhe could obtain by hints and

addrefs fhe conceived to be fair booty 5 but

further fhe went not even in thought.

Three days now only remained before
this event-promifing ball was to take place,
and within three after it, the Southampton
expedition was to clofe. Camilla fcarce
breathed from impatience for the import-
ant moment, which was preceded by an i
invitation to all the company, to take a
fail on the Southampton water on the
morning of the entertainment.

END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME.
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