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Kegulus satrapa. 



Regulus satrana 

rk4't ■ \MaU%. lC>, 

(fui- ^ t/**- tfjfc/wOl 

7 *L ^2»UA< C43U*, /t»n^ 

£^*«, T ?T> y r i ^-r£. 

Little more can be said in respect to the Golden-crested Kinglet 

(Regulus satrapa,' Licht.). Its range is nearly as extensive, but more 

northerly; it does not descend in winter beyond Mexico.' Nothing 

is known with certainty of its breeding anywhere in the United 

States, although it may be found to do so in the northern moun¬ 

tainous portions. Mr. Thomas G. Gentry is confident that it nidi¬ 

ficates in cavities in the tall trees which crown the heights of Eastern 

Pennsylvania, despite the generally accepted notion that it follows 

its foreign cousin in building a pensile nest and laying white eggs, 

finely sprinkled with buff dots, in size about equal to those of 

Humming-birds. It has also been inferred that this Kinglet raises 

two broods in a season. Mr. Nuttall and Dr. Cooper both found it 

feeding full-fledged young on the Columbia River, on May 21; and 

Audubon observed the same thing in Labrador in August. Mr. 

Maynard found it common at Lake Umbagog, Me., in June; he 

says it breeds there, and that, judging from the condition of female 

specimens dissected, it deposits its eggs about June 1. Several 

pairs were found in the thick woods there, but no nests could be 

discovered; he thought they built, probably, in the long hanging- 

moss so abundant on the trees in those northern forests. Mr. Her¬ 

rick puts it down positively as breeding on the island of Grand Menan, 

and Dr. Brewer in Maine. Mr. Allen informs me that he met with 

young, attended by the parents, the third week in August, 1876, 

on Mount Monadnock, New Hampshire, which he has no doubt 

were hatched in the immediate vicinity. Mr. J. K. Lord states that 

these birds were abundant on Vancouver’s Island and the adjacent 

coast, where he found them building pensile nests suspended from 

the tips of high pine branches, in which they laid from five to seven 

eggs. He does not describe the eggs, which was hardly to be ex¬ 

pected, perhaps, considering the half-use he seems to have made of 
his opportunities. 

Herr F. W. Baedeker has figured the egg in the “ Journal fur 

Ornithologie ” (1856, p. 33, PI. I, Fig. 8), and also in his large work 

on the eggs of the birds of Europe. Dr. Coues observes, in a pri¬ 

vate communication to me, “ The plate indicates a rather roundish 

egg, though the two specimens figured differ noticeably in size and 

shape ; they are spoken of in the text as 1 niedliche kleine Eirchen 

mit lehmgelben ben Flekschen auf weissen Grande,’ and compared 

with those of other species illustrated on the same plate.” 

Regulus cuvieri, described by Audubon from a specimen taken 

near the banks of the Schuylkill River, has remained unknown to 

ornithologists ever since. 
M-nU , BullN.O.C. I, Nov,-18-70. p. 7^7*. 



Re/yulus satraim. 

Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North Am. Bbs. Wm. Brewster. 

8. Regulus satrapa. 

First plumage: female. Pileum (including forehead) dark smoky- 

brown,- line over the eye entirely cut off at its anterior corner by the junc¬ 

tion of the dusky lores with the brown of the forehead ; tertiaries broadly 

tipped with white ; breast strongly washed with pale fawn-color ; other¬ 

wise like adult. From a specimen'in my collection taken at Upton, 

Me., August 25, 1874. A young male taken August 25, 1873, is in 

every way similar. A good series of specimens of various ages shot 

during August and the early part of September illustrate well the 

transitional .stages. First the brown of the pileum darkens into two 

black stripes, while the line over the eye broadens to meet its external 

margin. Next, two lines of yellow feathers appear inside and parallel 

with the black ones, while the orange of the central space (of the male) 
is produced last. 

Bull. N.O.Q, 3, Jan., 1878. p, /</ . 
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Regulus satrapa. 

October I. 
1889, Lake Umbagog. 

Big flock 

Near Oxford Club I saw a mixed flock of fully 100 birds 

They seemed to be mostly Kinglets fR.satrana ) with a few Chickadees 

Myrtle Warblers and Solitary Vireos. 

1896, 
June 2. Pine Point 

Nest. 

y 7/e also followed a Golden-crested Kinglet to her nest 

which was very similarly placed only it was hung beneath the branch 

instead of being on it, like the Blackburnian's. The tree was al¬ 

so a young and slender spruce. Both nests were about 30 ft. above 

the ground. The female Kinglet sat very close. Her nest was full 

of eggs and newly hatched young, Y/atrous said. He could not look 

into it and he tried vainly to count the eggs and young by touch. 

He thought there were 9 or 10 of both. 
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1899. Oxford County, Maine. 

Hegulus satrapa. Oct .2 ,Lakeside. 
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Refgulus calendula. 



Rogulus calendula 

1880. 
May 10. 

Inoo 
OO/v „ 

Oct.8-22 

Maine (Lake Umbagog}. 

A few in a largo flock of Warblers. 

Ono or two soon daily during the early part of our 
stay, usually in rnixod flocks of Warblers. They wore 
found in ovory kind of timber, but especially among 
young thickly-growing spruces. Last soon October 20. 



Regulus calendula. 

L. Umbaeog, Maine. 
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Hy1ocichla mustelina. 



1896, 

Hy 1 o c ichla nius telina.. 
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Turdus mustelinus. cj^\ CP 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. ^After tea we walked to the Pearly White farm. Reach- 

May 14. White's we sat down on a knoll on the edge of a grove of 

young pasture spruces. Then a Wood Tnrush gave his sharp 

rattling challenge rwhit-tit-tit-tit ) a dozen times or more 

within thirty yards or less. No mistaking this call in this 

still evening air. Watrous heard it first and at once ex¬ 

claimed "There's a 'Wood Thrushl". I was making a noise at 

the time and the notes failed to reach my ear. So I replied 

"There are no Wood Thrushes in this region", but the next in¬ 

stant I had to acknowledge my mistake. 

I 



Hy1ocichia fuseescons. 



Hylocichla fucescens 
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Turdus fuseoseons, 
1876 

Juno 11. 

1879. 
.Juno 11, 

'1881. 
-ay 29. 

"aim (Lake Urnbagog). 

y3 A nest plaeod about four foot above tl r id in 
snail Si ruco a;ion . “savins” bohind the mill. Tho fo- 
mlo was sitting on two eggs; upon visiting tho nost 

afternoon I found a third had boon laid. lato in tho 

/ Sot of four oggs ineubatod about two days. Most 
xn tho top of fallen fir, about a !*oot above tho ground. 
Tuo foraalo sat closoly and after being s tar tod off b >r 
°S£S» shov/od much anxioty, coming around and uttering 
her complaining;; hough incessantly. Sv/arnpy woods bor'!or- 
ing Cambridge Kivor. A few othor pairs soon but they 
aro not common anywhere. 

Ono came into tho garden this 8c. ovorung_ 
arid sang for many minutos. His notes sounded unusual! 
clear and tender in tho twilight, with the 
among the trees. 

bout d?W 
unm 

rain dripping 
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Kylocichla fuscescens. 

1888, 
September I 

Las 

Lake Uinbagog. 

Lakeside, 
Heavy migration of Tiirnsha^. 

Last night was still, dark and misty. Thrushes were 

flying in extraordinary numbers all the evening. I heard them for 

nearly two hours as I lay in bed and their calls at times were al¬ 

most incessant. I suppose most of them were T.swainsoni♦ (I now 

feel sure they were Veeries. 1907). 
• • ... . ..... . 



/?>' 

Concord, Mass. 

1907, 

August 20 

x When I awoke this morning the sky near the horizon line 

in the east was glowing with the light of approaching dawn, hut 

the woods still slumbered in almost total darkness. Two birds were 

calling to one another among the oaks on the hillside just above 

the cabin, both uttering a note familiar to me since boyhood but 

concerning the authorship of which I have been hitherto in doubt. 

It is a short, staccato cry, commonly monosyllabic, but not in¬ 

frequently divided into two syllables, given with either a rising 

or a falling inflection, usually clear and resonant but sometimes 

guttural and occasionally even harsh or strident. Although thus 

variable in form and tone it possesses nearly always a wild, almost 

weird quality which makes it a peculiarly interesting and indeed 

attractive sound. It is so very loud and penetrating as to carry 

fully a mile when the air is still and it is positively startling 

in its abrupt intensity when coming from near at hand. I have 

heard it only by night and oftenest at Lake Umbagog, late in August 

or early in September when heavy flights of Warblers were passing. 

Often -mien lying wakeful in my tent at Pine Point have I listened 

to it for hours in succession, studying its alternating variations 

of inflection and intonation and speculating fruitlessly as to the 

identity of its author. On these -occasions it came invariably from 

birds which quite evidently were on wing at no great height above 



the tree tops and moving swiftly southward. During some nightS 

they seemed to be passing in endless procession yet rarely in close 

companionship. 

This I inferred from the fact that it was exceptional to 

hear more than one of them in any given direction at any one time 

and equally so for many minutes to elapse when none were noted. 

Not infrequently the last faint call of one that was just passing 

out of earshot to the southward would be almost immediately fol¬ 

lowed by the first audible cry of another approaching from the 

northward. Plying thus singly, at widely spaced intervals, yet per¬ 

haps within distant hearing of one another, mingling their crisp, 
•» 

incisive voices with the feeble lisping ones of innumerable migrat¬ 

ing Warblers, the mysterious birds would journey almost ceaselessly 

southward along aerial pathways lighted only by the moon or by myri¬ 

ads of twinkling stars. Their calls which were seldom given often- 

er than once every eight or ten seconds and sometimes much less 

frequently, reminded me by turns of those of certain of our waders, 

of the autumnal note of the Rose-breasted Grosbeak and of the loud, 

explosive cry oi the Crested Flycatcher. On the whole, however, 

they resembled most closely the night calls of the Hermit Thrush. 

Indeed I was inclined for a time to refer them to that species un¬ 

til I learned that the birds making them habitually departed for 

the South before many, if any, of the Hermits had left their breed¬ 

ing grounds. This consideration ruled out Swainson's Thrush, also. 



Mjfl ge^hl^'%iao-^e ens . p-'6hp^ r dy\M: 
V 

/ 

/*7i V'e. ah-V-ef %a er-y. 

The Veery i did not think of, even as a possibility, for it is the 

least common of the Thrushes which breed about Lake Umbagog and I 

have hitherto had no reason to suspect that it ever occurs there 

numerously in autumn.as a migrant from regions still further north. 

That this must be the case, however, vail appear from what I am 

about to add concerning the experience referred to in the opening 

sentences of this entry in my journal. 

\\m 1 Identified as- that.... aft-..the Vee-rv. 

The two birds heard, early this morning, in the oaks near 

the cabin called almost incessantly for ten or twelve minutes, 

giving practically every variation known to me of the sounds 
k 

which I have just described at such length. As the light increased 

I noticed that their voices were changing gradually and beginning 

to resemble those of Wilson's Thrushes. At length one of them ut¬ 

tered an unmistakeable call of that species - the ordinary pheu, 

so like the sound of a man whistling to his dog, as Burrough puts 

it. This was soon followed, on the part of both birds, by other 

notes equally characteristic of the Veery, among them the low vi- 
% 

brating or jarring cry. Thus the solution of a mystery that has 

puzzled me for many years has at length been vouchsafed me. 
heard 

The birdsAon this occasion became silent before it was 

broad daylight. I think they were migrants that had arrived and 

settled among the oaks just' before I awoke. That they made all 



tlie sounds which I attributed to them is beyond question. Equally 

certain is it that the cries which they gave at first were the 

same as those which I have heard so often at Lake Umbagog and which 

evidently represent the night call of the species. As far as I 

have observed it is uttered by the Yeery only at night and during 

migration, but this rule may be subject to exceptions for the cor¬ 

responding and closely similar call of the Hermit is sometimes 

given by day, even when the birds are still on their breeding 

grounds. x 

r 





Hylocichla aliciao* 

L. TJmbftgog, Maine. 

r • 

t/j oCt jt./c7 Sept, 
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S. 6oL.Ca.cCL. (PCT. ,2Lake Umbagog, Maine. 1890. 

"Urdus alieiao. 

r'aino (Lake* Tfnbagog ). 

1 < ty < .* 
< > i /i> 9 

Juno 3. Took a single s.-ocirnn, evidently a nigrant as 
sovoral other northern-bound spool *s ore found in the 
samo thicket. 



Hyloclchla alicae or a.bicknelli. 

Lake Umbagog. > 

1896, 
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Kvlocichla aliciao. 
1388, 

September 10 
Lake Umbagog. 

As s oon as it became dark a heavy flight of Thrushes and 

Warblers started and continued all night. I heard many T.aliciae 

among the former. Night still, clear, warm. 

Hylocichla alioiae 
1897, 
June 2 

Lake Umbagog 
Leonard's Pond. 

Migrating in numbers. 

' Clouds gathered at sunset and the night closed in dark 

and foggy with light rain. From 8 to 10 P.M. scarce a minute 

passed when I did not hear the calls of one or more Gray-cheeked 

Thrushes. They all seemed to be passing overhead low down. No 

doubt they were migrating. I heard no other birds of any kind. 

32 





Hylocichla aliciae bicknelli. 

1899. Oxford County, Maine. 

Turdus a.bicknelli. Oct.2^ very small birds by 

roadside in Hewry 



1897 
June 7. 

Hylocichla aliciae bicknelli. 
. ..... '■ ' 

Lake Umbagog. 
Outlet Region. 

Near the entrance to the pond (or meadow) a Bioknell's 
r ? ■; 

Thrush was calling loudly. I mistook its shrill peer for a Red¬ 

winged Blackbird's note at first and wondered what a Red-wing 

could be doing back in the woods among some dense young spruces. 

***** 

#$• 

3* 
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Hylocichla1' ustulata swainsoni 

1071. 
Juno 9. 

1072. 
Juno 3- 

14. 

1073. 
July 21. 

1874 
July 20. 

1874,. 
.Aug. 3, 

1874 
lug# 5. 

1070. 
’■ay 20. 

Turdus swainsoni. 

?'aino (Lake IJnbagog) „ 

A nest containing two fresh eggs © 

Abundant and generally distributed. Tho malos 
usually sang from a porch only a few foot above tho 
gr ound and had a habit of flitting , yard or two ir.i 
tho intervals between > eh utterance* Tho song of this 
species is nost nearly like that of Tilson’s Thrush; 
in fact it is essenti illy t] i same : Hie trill short#- 
onod and ending in a fow boll—like notes. either with a 
rising or falling inflection. Those final notes give 
it a sright rosernb lance to the song of tho Hermit Thrush 

They still sing regularly although most other birds 
aro now silent. 

Still singing. 

Shot a young in first plumage. 

Took a young in first plumage. 

i.aoy v.oro in full song this overling although water 
froze last night to the thickness of indov/ glass, and 
there is still much snow in tho woods.^ 

y 

'Hr. ng the nest found on the 6th I found the fe¬ 
male sitting on £ our fresh oggs. She permitted no to 
nearly touch her before flying, and left tho spot in 
silence. 

70 

1876, 
June 11 



Hylociehla ustulata swainsoni♦ 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

15J7C 
Juno 11. 

A nost containing two frosh oggs about six foot 
the round in a fir sapling by tho roadsid#. 

1876, 
Juno 6. 

Tvo nosts just completed. 

1876. 
Juno 12. Six nosts; ono with throo oggs, four with one ogg. 

1876. 
Juno 12, oach, ono empty. ^ (S) 

« 13. *^Tvo nosts, ono with ono, tho oth r ’with throo oggs. 
Tho first was built precisely like tho nost of a Wood 
Thrush, on a prong of a doad birch some four foot above 
tho ground, Tho position of tho second was unique—in 
a hollow scooped in tho north that adhered to tho roots 
of a fallen tree, and perfectly concealed by a portion 
of the bank which projected above it. The situation 
of this nost was in every way similar to that usually 
choson by tho Water Thrush. Tho bird was sitting and 
did not start till I placed my hand on the root directly 
over her head. Two other nests of this Thrush wore ta- 

“ 16. 

kon this morning, oach with four eggs. In the after¬ 
noon I found two : ore in Grafton one in a very slender 
spruce sapling, at least twenty foot above tho ground. 
Tho bird sat closely and contrary to the rulo returned 
while 1 was taking tho oggs and 3*0per. godly alighted -with¬ 
in four foot of my head reiterating her liquid poonk. 
This nost contained four oggs^. 

Found four nests; one with four eggs, one with 
throo, ono -with two, and ono with one. One" of those h u 
nosts was' built about two foot above tho ground in tho 
top of a fallen spruce; another in an arbor-vitae about 
fifteen foot above tho ground; a third about fifteen 
foot above the ground on some twigs that branched out 
from tho trunk of a huge birch. 

“ 16. Four nests; with three, three, four, and four oggs 
respectively. Ono built in an arbor-vitae about ton 
foot above tho ground contained a sot of four oggs, 'which b3- 
are unlike any that I have over seen being nearly, if 
not quite, as largo as Robin’s oggs and very heavily 
blotched arid spotted. 

Another nost was built on a horizontal prong of a < f 
fallen spruce, about five foot above tho ground! ‘ i(*" '' 



Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni 

1375, June 18. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

Host with four oggs. 

(t 

ic 

(( 

<( 

3, 

17. 

18. 

21. 

Harrington-found a last year’s nest containing two 
oggs faded and stained almost beyond recognition and 
thoir contents dried up, but perfectly whole. 

Host in spruce eight foot above ground; female sit 
ting on four oggs. 

Two nests with four oggs, one with throe. 

A nest with throe oggs incubated ate-eut five or six 
days. 

A fomalo sitting on a nest which contained only one 
egg. On the 13th she was sitting on the empty nest; 
on both occasions she sat very closely. 

Purdio took three sots of oggs to-day. 

In full song about the lake shores this evening. 

Throe sots; throe, three, and two oggs respective¬ 
ly; all fresh, or nearly so Ono nost near the ex¬ 
tremity of a drooping fir branch about eight foot from 
tho ground; tho other two in small firs against the 
main stern; tho height of ono ton foot, of tho other 
fifteen feet. Two of tho birds were sitting, and 
neither started until tho branch was forcibly shakon, 
when they glided down into tho tangle of fallen tree—tops 
bonoath and disappeared in silence. All three nests in 
the swampy woods bordering Cambridge River. 

Sot of four fresh oggs; nost in fir shrub noar 
roadside, against tho main stem; height five foot, 
Female sitting; she slid off when I was within about 
twenty foot. 

Sot of throe fresh oggs. Nest in young spruce 
about four foot above ground. 

" 22, 

« 23 „ 

I 
1379, T’ay 24 - 

■ June 11. 

Sot -3. — Fresh. Nost in fir sapling noar the top. 
Height about fiftoon feet. Female absent but as I 
climbed the tree sho came about, making an unusual fuss. 

a Sot Y-3. Fresh. Nost in fir sapling. 



Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. 

1 BOO. 

Juno 9, 

1981, 

May 12. 

Lake Umtoagog, Maine. 

Sot Z-4. Fresh—Fir—height ton foot. 

Dozons singing about the lake shores this >VO LJ g . 



Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni . 

Upton, Oxford Go., Maine. 

Nest /4 (42), June IS, 1375, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

sitting. In fir sapling 12 ft.up. Loc.edge of Forest. 

. . 

Four eggs (44), June 24, 1375, coll.Wm.Brewster. Female 

sitting. Eggs incubated. In small fir by roadside. Firso egg 

laid June 12. Set nearly hatched, jone egg broken and nest de¬ 

stroyed by W.B.] 



Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /s (3052), June 14, 1097, coll.Bn.Brewster. Bird 

started fr.nest & positively identified. Eggs fresh. In Arbor 

Vitae on Pine Point close against the main stem, 30 ft.fr.ground, 

4 ft.fr.top of tree which was of slender, erect habit & growing in 

dense woods 20 yds.fr.Lake. 
• •••••••* 

Nest /4 (3053), June 14, 1097, coll .Win.Brewster. No 

bird on nest. One came flitting about uttering the whining call. 

Eggs fresh. At n.end of Great Island 30 yds.fr.Lake in dense, 

primitive woods, 8 ft.fr.ground, close against main stem of slen¬ 

der spruce sapling 2 ft.below its top. 
• ••••«•••• 

Nest /4 (3054), June 16, 1097, coll.C.H.Watrous. Female 

killed by a Hawk as feathers were found clinging to nest & branches 

Eggs fresh. "On Great Id.in a small Hemlock 20 ft.fr.ground & 6 

ft.fr.top of tree, fastened to branches & trunk". 

Nest /4 (3055), June 15, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. "Bird 

seen on nest". Eggs inc.about 2/3. "On Great Id.in Balsam 10 ft. 

fr.ground & 5 ft.fr.top of tree, fastened to the trunk & branches. 

Nest found by Gilbert". 



Hylocichiajustulata swainsoni 
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Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North. Am, Bbs. Wm. Brewster, 

3. Turdus swainsoni. 

First plumage: male. Above much darker than adult, each feather, 

excepting on rump and tail-coverts, with a tear-shaped spot of rich buff : 

beneath like adult, but rather more darkly and thickly spotted on the 

breast, and with narrow terminal bands of dull black on the feathers of 

the lower breast and sides. From a specimen in my collection shot at 

Upton, Me., August 4, 1874. Bull, N.Q.Q, 3, Jan., 1878. p, /ST, 
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I8S6, 
May 26. 

Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. 
Lake Umbagog. 
Pine Point. 

A familiar bird. 

A Swainson's Thrush after inspecting our fire place 

hopped across the stone flagging between it and the camp passing 

within 8 ft. of me. 

June 2. Lake Umbagog. 
Pine Point. 

Swainson's Thrushes have been numerous ever since we 

came to Pine Pointy May 21) and I believe that on that date the 

local birds had about all arrived and settled in their breeding 

stations, but up to to-day they have been very silent, calling but 

little and singing so very little that as a rule I have heard only 

two or three songs (not singers) each day and these about our camp 

in the early morning and late evening. To-day, however, I heard 

three or four birds singing freely. 

June 7. Lake Umbagog. 
Song. Pine Point. 

The Swainson's Thrushes sang through the greater part of 

the day in the rain. One within twenty yards of camp sang 

during the entire forenoon with only the briefest intervals of si¬ 

lence and apparently in the same place. There was something pecu¬ 

liarly sad or mournful in the expression of his voice as it came 

from out the gloomy, water-soaked forest. It moved me strangely 

and not at all agreeably, recalling old associations with these 

northern forests - associations pleasant enough in themselves, but 

inexpressibly sad as brought back to me by the voice of this Thrush. 

<p For an hour or more he interrupted my work and made me 



Hylocichla ustulatus swainsoni 
Lake Umbagog 
Pine Point. 

1396, 
• June 7. Song. 

(2) 

utterly wretched. At the time I supposed that this effect was due 

to the mood I happened to be in, but next day the same bird sang 

in the same way and with the same effect. The morning and evening 

singing about our camp has seemed to me delightful and I have 

looked forward to it through each day. 

Although the Swainson's Thrushes had apparently all ar¬ 

rived and taken up their summer quarters in the Pine Point woods 

before we opened the camp (May 21), they were very silent for the 

first week. Indeed during the remainder of May I seldom heard 

more than one or two songs (not singers) in any one day and these 

at daybreak or in the evening twilight. General and sustained 

singing began quite abruptly on June 2 after which we heard the 

song everywhere we went and more or less at all hours. But imme- 
* 

diately about our camp the birds were more numerous than anywhere 

else. They invariably opened the bird concert at daybreak and 

closed it in the late evening twilight. I never heard one sing 

during the night. These umbagog Thrushes seem to me to sing dif¬ 

ferently from the White Mountain birds. The song has, I think, 

more variations here. Our camp bird introduced a wee-e-o-wee-e-o 

bar every half minute. 



Kylocichla ustulatus swainsoni. 

1097, 
May 30. 

Lake Umbagog. 
Leonard's Pond. 

Evening singing. 

The singing of the Swainson's Thrushes was remarkably 

fine and impressive, rising and falling in rhythmic cadences all 

around the wooded shores of the pond and lasting ten minutes or 

more after all the other birds had become silent for the night. 



Turdus ustulatus swainsonii. 

Lake IJmbagog, Maine. Nest. 

1897. Returning to the boats (we were on the northern end of 

June 14. Grdat Island) we pulled out of the cove and long the shore to 

a spot where, on June 11th, I had found an empty nest of 

Swainson's Thrush only a few rods back from the water. It wa 

built in a slender spruce sapling close against the main stem 

aboxit 8 feet above the ground, and some two feet from the ex¬ 

treme top of the tree - altogether a typical situation. This 

nest was the most beautiful one of its kind that I have ever 

seen, very large and thick-walled with much Usnea on the out¬ 

side. It contained four handsomely-marked eggs to-day. 

Neither bird was near the nest when we first reached it but 

one of theni afterwards came flitting about us, making a low, 

whining call. 



Upper Megalloway River, Maine 

Turdus u.swainsonii 

1898 (Camping on the river bankJ^At daybreak this morning a 

Sept.20. small party of Thrushes circled over us and finally pitched 

down near the tents. The experience of the past four weeks 

has convinced me that the nocturnal flight calls of the Rose¬ 

breasted Grosbeak and the Swainson’s Thrush are practically 

indistinguishable. Early in September I heard Grosbeaks come 

over Pine Point and alight near my tent gradually changing 

the night call into one of the diagnostic day notes. One of 

the Thrushes heard this morning changed the same call in the 

same way into the unmistakable t_ chur-r-r of Turdus swainsonj 



Lake Umbagog# 

t/. 

Swainson's Thrushes are quite as numerous in the woods SAfOL^nj)mLd 

lrm-v, ®“v 4: 

j were whan -I firsirknew bordering the southern end of the lake as they 
Qzcf) ..... w A 

# 
dispite the diaappearance of so large a part of their favorite 

evergreen trees* They are singing now at all hours but most freely 

at morning and evening^ earlier and later than most other birds. I en£ 

joy their songs exceedingly and am inclined to rate them higher than 

% 

any other Thrush music except that of the Hermit. There is a peculiar 

rich, guttural, rolling quality to their voices. Besides the song I 

hear the te-cha-a-a-a call (which I cannot certainly distinguish from 

that of the Veeryjtthe >eenk or pink and a 

high-pitched, rather woodeny, piping note/given at short regular inter*- 

vals and not so very unlike the peeping of a Hyla^but less clear and 

musical. The last-named call is seldom given except at morning and 

evening . 

I am having a fine opportunity here to study and compare 

the song4of th Hermit, the Swainson‘s and the Wilson's Thrushes. The 

Swainson's is much the more persistent singer of the three, being 

often heard at all hours of the day when the other two species are 

nearly always silent save at morning and evening. Slowly but surely 

I am coming to the conclusion that the Swainson's is the finest sjng- 

^/4TaxrnAc^ 

Cvyv^JjJlJtDC>l£ 

'cOulcIj 

ST 



Lake Umbagog* 

ster, also. It is undeniable that his best notes do not equal the S 
i . - 

^Ury^-/3’ best that the Hermit can produce, but unlike the Hermit he never at- 

tempts what he is not certain of achieving, and he utters no notes 

which are not musical# Hence his song, as a whole, la? tp my e$rs, 

yf/VtjtxjlijLj 

the more finished and flawless of the two* Moreover, there is much 

less difference in individual merit amon# different individuals ©f 

Swainson*s Thrush than those of the Hermit* Very many Hermits are de¬ 

cidedly inferior performers, and some are almost trying to listen to* 

a 
Scarce more than one bird out of an average dozen isAwholly satisfac¬ 

tory musician but he, of course, is worth going far to hear* Swainson'v? 

Thrushes, on the other hand, sing so nearly alike that it is difficult 

to distinguish <kne from another, and all are delightful and impressive 

vocalists* Two males regularly answer one another across the placid 

waters of our little cove at morning and evening, and more or less 

often throughout the day* Their rich contralto voices fill me with 

delight, they are so perfectly controlled and midulated and so full of 

^ dignity and calm* When the only Veery in the cove Joins in the con¬ 

cert, his voice sounds thin and trifling by comparison* On the whole 

I am inclined to conclude that while the very best songs of the Hermit^ 

are undeniably much more beautiful and thrilling than anything that 

5<c 



Lake Umbagog* 

Swainson*s Thrush ever achieves, the latter bird is, nevertheless, a $ 
U^~ 

better average songster* Certainly I should prefer him to an average 
IXToLA/yO^^^S 

Herrait-and infinitely to any Veery*. to have near me alwayss / 
jjJcAXcry\_y / 

Shru-j-J UeJ 

Ctryu^foc 

51 



Hylocichla guttata pallasii. 



1871. 
'i'urduo nallasl 

Juno 2, 

« Q 
O a 

“ 9. 

1873. 

Juno 3-14 

11 

1873. 
Aug. 19, 

1874. 

July 28, 

Aug. 8. 

Sept. 9. 

Maine (Lako Umbagog). 

A nost containing throe frosh oggs built on the top 
of a mossy log, 

A nost cont re© oggs far advanced in incuba* 
tio was sunk in the side of i i — hillock. 

A nost containing thro© newly hatched young. 

<^Not very common and found only in certain localities 
chiofly pastures on tho stooply sloping hill-sides, os- 
pociallv whore young firs and spruces are growing up, 
Tho males sang usually Just inside tho edge of tho woods 

Nost fount to-day and one Juno 3; each contained 
throe nearly frosh oggs. Both were built at the foot 
of fir shrubs in opon pasture fifty yards or more from 
the woods. 

Hoard several males singing on the Nogalloway. 

Listened to a grand concert of those Thrushes at 
Tyler Gove this evening. 

Shot two young in speeklod plumage; they wore 
clucking like old birds. 

I heard them passing overhead last night in great 
numbers, uttering tho peculiar note -which is seldom 
hoard except at night. 



Hylocichla guttatajpallasii. 

1876, 

Juno 7, 

12. 

1879. 
Juno 1. 

g< 
.. f . v. 

A nos & containing four eggs, in the same pasture 
‘‘ '' ’ took <>no in 1872, was placed oft t mound among ■ 
spruco shrubs not over t?ro foot high. Tho locality was 
al elevated opon pasturo growing up to young firs and 
sprue os. Tho nost was about twenty yards from tho odgo 
of tho woods \rhoro tho malo was singing perhaps fifty 
yards • ■ • Tho female was sittii : rose about fif¬ 
teen foot ahead of no. /, 

A nos i, in rather opon socond—growth birch woods con¬ 
tained lour oggs which had boon incubated about five 
days. 1 stepped within a few inches of it when the fo- 
malo, vn licit sat unusually closely, glided off, running 
several yards before U : ig. T1 is nest was sunk 

tho ::rounc? prettily canopied by branches of throe 
little fir shrubs. 

, ; i"''- : ■ ! dee i ravine oft Upton Hill, 
The woods dripping after a slower. 

1880. 

May 16. 

Juno 9. 

1882. 

Oct.8-22 

Turdus palIasi. 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

One sr.r.g a fov/ bars of his superb song. 

Sot h-8, — Prosh—burnt land on ground undor fir 
shrub. Pound Juno 6 when the fomalo vras sitting, to4day 
tho eggs cold apparently deserted. 

(§> 
Common. Pound everywhere but especially partial 

to tJiic.hots by wood paths and along Cambridge River 
places vhoro it never occurs during tho brooding season 



Upton, Oxford Co., Maine. 

i chi a fcmt t at a i >al 1 no i i ♦ 

Nest /4 (50), June 12, 1876, coll.m.Brewster. Female 

sitting. On ground under a drooping fern neaT the Tyler road, on 

sioping hi11 side among birches. 



Hy 1 oc i clila guttata pallasii . 

Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Nest /4 (2835), May 16, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Bird 

seen on nest. Incubation several.days. Brown Farm (near Lakeside), 
found 

Watrous, May 13, in low mossy mound, near small willow in old pas- 

ture grown up to thickets. Female sat close till we came within 

5 or 6 feet, clucked as flew off. Once male came and 'whined. Did 

not hear him singing, tho' we often passed. 
*•••••••••••••• 

Nest /4 (2836), May 18, 1896, coll.Wm.Brewster. Bird 

seen on nest. Eggs slightly incubated. Sargent Farm (near Lake¬ 

side). 3 photos.taken May 17, 2 of sitting bird. Substituted 4 

S.Sparrows eggs May 18. Bird sitting 5 hrs.later. Nest on ground, 

among poplar sprouts 15-18 ft.tall, and 12 ft. from edge of open. 

Female sat close. (3 photos, made at 12 ft.). Male singing 150 

yds.off on May 18. 

Nest /4 (2839), May 19, 1896, coll. C.H.Watrous. Bird 

flushed from nest. Eggs fresh. Geo.Abbott farm, Upton. Bird 

flushed at 12 ft., disappeared in silence. Nest on ground in pas¬ 

ture near woods,among spruces about I ft.high, four of them grow¬ 

ing close around nest. 

Nest /4 (3028), May 30, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. Female 

on nest and well seen. Eggs all about l/3 inc. Placed between a 

little spruce (4 ft.high) and a balsam (7 ft.high) about 12 in. a- 

bove the ground and supported between the two tree stems which were 
about the width of the nest apart, the edges being attached to both. 
It was well concealed by the evergreen foliage. Locality a pasture 
(above Peaslee spring, Upton) growing up to young balsams & spruces. 
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Descriptions of First Plumage of Cer¬ 
tain North, Am. Bbs. Wm.Brewster. 

2. Turdus pallasi. 

First plumage: female. Remiges and rectrices as in adult, but darker 

and duller; rump and tail-coverts bright rusty-yellow; rest of upper 

parts, including wing-coverts, dark reddish-brown, each feather with a 

central tear-shaped spot of golden-yellow : entire under parts rich buff, 

fading to soiled white on abdomen and anal region ; each feather on jugu- 

lum and breast broadly tipped with dull black, so broadly, indeed, that 

this color covers nearly four fifths of the parts where it occurs; rest of 

under parts, with exception of abdomen and crissum, which with the 

central region of the throat are immaculate, crossed transversely with 

lines of dull black. From a specimen in my collection shot at Upton, 

Me., June 20, 1873. This bird was very young, — scarcely able to fly, 

in fact, — yet the color of the rectrices is sufficiently characteristic to sepa¬ 

rate it at once from the corresponding stage of T. swainsoni, which it 

otherwise closely resembles. Another specimen of apparently nearly 

the same age, taken at Rye Beach, N. H., July 25, 1872, differs in having 

a decided reddish or rusty wash over the entire plumage, and by the spots 

on the breast being brownish instead of black. 

Bull. N.Q.Q, 3, Jan. .1878. p, /!-!$■ 
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Tardus a.uaJLIasii. 

^aKe Umbagog. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. Watrous found this morning a Hermit's nest on the Knoll 

May IS. behind the -school house. I saw the nest this afternoon. It 

contained four eggs of which one was slightly spotted. The 

nest is in an opening among some little balsams (about a foot 

high) deeply sunk in the ground - a typical situation. We 

did not disturb the eggs. 

^FU 1898. / Just before daybreak I heard the flight call of a Trush 

Sept.9. or Grosbeak in the distance. The bird approached rapidly and 

circled low over the Point as I could tell by the distance of 

its notes. Finally it alighted in the bushes very near the 

tent and began making the whining e.-e-.e cry of a Hermit. Up 

to this time I had not been able to make up my mind whether 

the bird was a Thrush or Grosbeak; the night calls of the two 

are really almost indistinguishable I fear. 

1899. Oxford County, Maine. 

Turdus 'pal Iasi i . Sept. 23 '® 25 28 29 , Beth¬ 

el ; 30® ; Oct .2 \ between Bethel and Upton. 



Hylocichla g.pallasii 

1896, 
May is. 

Lake Umbagog. 
Lakeside. 

Nest. 

In a thin growth of young poplars and birches with a few 

young spruces and balsams intermixed, Watrous found a Hermit 

Thrush's nest containing four fresh eggs. The nest was in the 

side of a mound covered with last year's brakes most of them brok¬ 

en down, some pertially overarching the nest which, however, was 

so exposed that W. found it without flushing the bird which, in¬ 

deed, he did not see at all. 

May 14. Lake Umbagog. 
Lakeside. 

Photographing nest. 

I took . . . one (photograph) of the nest of the Hermit 

Thrush which w.found yesterday. The bird was sitting to-day. I 

put up my camera within three feet of the nest and she came back 

to her eggs three or four times, but she flew off the nest each time 

I returned before I could spring the shutter. After the first 

failure I built a booth of pine boughs about the camera. This did 
1 

not deter her from resuming her place but it also did not secure 

me sufficiently from her keen eyes. 

1897, Lake Umbagog. 
June II. great Island. 

The nest (found by Watrous yesterday with four young) 

was placed on the top of a little knoll, deeply sunk in the mossy 

ground and surrounded by a rather scanty growth of yew which was 

not over 12 inches in height. It is unusual to find a Hermit's 

nest in heavy old growth forest far removed from any opening or 
clearing. . .... 
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Turdus ra: rataim^us. 

1873, 
Sopt,18. 

Turdus .migratorlus. , 

Maine (Lake Umbagog). 

'^Goorgo Maywarcl, one of the trappers, tolls me that 
Robins '..'inter hero nearly every so as in in small numbers 

1876. 
June 4. Four nests in the firs behind the mill, three of 

1879, 
Juno 10. 

them containing young. 

'^Breeds everywhere throughout these forests, often 
miles from any clearing. Song identical vrith that ox 

1882. 
Oct.8-22 

the Massachusetts bird. 

Common. In largo flecks, feeding on the berries 
of 111e mou;.tain ash. 

1883. 
Oct. 19, Soveral. 
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1890, 
October 6. 

Lake Umbagog. 
Leonard Pond. 

Sa# fill by 10$ Robins in one flock evidently migrants 

just in frg® th$ north. There was a Flicker and a Rusty Blackbird 

with ..them. 

)(jP 
October 3. Shore of Leonard*s Pond. Lake Umbagog. 

There were about 50 Robins in the woods and along the 

water's edge. There was much singing among them chiefly by young 

birds. All this time the snow was falling thick and fast. 
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f Lake Umbagog. 
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^ zzo, Z*— ** 

^VV, ^Cv, 

1871. 
May 30- 
June 10, 

1873, 
Aug. 11. 

1874, 
Sopt.10. 

1879. 
.Juno 1. 

1882. 
Oct.8-22 

Sialia stalls 

Maine (Lako Umbagog). 

Found sparingly in tho clo rings, whore it broods 
in hollow stubs and martin boros. 

They arc getting numerous, a sure indication that 
"•■ - migrations ar b winning as tho species is rare hero 
in tho brooding season. 

Saw a brood of young near tho upper ?’o galloway 
sottlemont. 

Two males, one near tho top of Upton Hill, tho other 
in brown’s clearing; another hoard flying over the lako 
yesterday. 

Frequently soon during tho early part of our stay, 
when it was much more numerous than X have over known 
it to bo in spring. Usually observed in small flocks 
in tho stubs along the river. 

One passing high overhead towards tho South; nono 
wore noted aitor October 12 when I hoard a single bird. 
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1893, 
October II 

-Sialia sialis 
Lake Umbagog 
Pine Point. 

* 

A flock of 12 Bluebirds and one of 16 Robins passed high 

everhead at sunrise heading due south and doubtless migrating. 

1899. 

Sialia sialis. 

Oxford County, Maine. 

Sept.30 a few, Newry. 
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