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FROM

MODERN WRITERS.

Firgt Way's Jnstruction,

ASIA.

In the history of the human race, Asia is by far the
most remarkable quarter of the globe. Here it wus
that the omnipotence of the Deity was displayed in the
creation of man: heie was situated the terrestrial para-
dive possessed by the parents of the human race. All
the occurrences in the carly history of ankind took
place n Asia. llcre the ark was formed and rested!
and from Asia it was that the re-population of the
world began. The construction of cities, and the foun-
dation of vast and powerful empires, the institution of
laws and government, the civilization of manners, the
commencement of the arts and sciences, and the culti-
vation of literature, may all be traced to a much earlier
period in this, than in any other quarter of the world. As
Asia was the birth-place of society, so also it was in
Asia that the redemption of mnan was effected. It was
the scene of our blessed Saviowr's ministry; and hence
the light of the gospel has been diffused, ail will still
further be diffused, throughout the most distant regions
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of the earth. It was in Asia, during the seventh cen-

tury, that the impostor Mahomet flourished, and found-

ed a false religion, which, among the ignorant and
. superstitious, has, even to this day, millions of votaries.
Astonishing remains of aucient cities, temples, and
sculpture still exist; and attest the skill, abilities, and
attainment in civilization, of the pcople by whom thicy
were constructed.

"This quarter of the globe is of great extent. It is
estimated to measure about seven thousand six hundred
‘British miles from east to west, and five thousand trom
north to south; and the ancient listorians and geo~
graphers werc wholly ignorant concerning many of its
most important parts.  Alexander the Great pene-
trated somewhat beyond the river Indus, and the course
of his progress has been marked and deseribed; but
beyond this course litde was known.  The Parthians,
a powerful and waurlike nation, which inhabited the
countries bordering upon the Caspian, set bounds to the
Roman ambition.  The Seythinns and Tartars weve
formidable in the northern regions.

Persia and Asia Minor became known by their con-
nexion with important cvents in the Grecian history ;
and the latter also, from having been the neene of the
labours of the carly Christians.  8yria and dssyria are
rendered familiar to us by the Seripturc history.

In the middle ages, the Saracens ov Arabs founded
in Asia, Africa. and Europe, an cmpire more extensive
than that of the Romans in all its splendour.  Jenghis
Khan, in the thirt. :nth century, conquered T'artary and

‘Riberia, a considerable part of Cluna, India, and Per-
‘sia; and it was not until this time that China and India
became known to the inhabitants of the western world.

The first European traveller that penetrated to the
extreme boundsvy of the casfern regions, was Marco
Polo; a native of _Veniee, who flourished in the thir-
teenth “ceptury. Syria, during the crusades, was tra-
versed - Hynany chivalrous adventurers, from the dif-
ferent ‘ediintries of Europe. To the Russians we
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have been chiefly indebted for a knowledge of thosc
northern parts of Tartary which are now called Siberia;
and the Catholic missionaries supplied us with the
earliest descriptions of China. The castern limits of
Asia were first correctly ascertained by the voyages of
Behting, Cook, and Perouse, who accurately examined
and thoroughly explained the coasts of the straits which
divide the Asiatic from the American continent.

The principal countries of continental Asia me, Asi-
ahe Turkey, including Asia Minor and Syiia, Arabia.
Persia, India, Tartary, Siberia or Asiatic Russia, China,
vibet, Ava, and Siam,

‘Though some parts of Asia are barren and desolate,
parched by the burning heat of the tornd zone, and
others are bleak and dreary, from their vicinity to the
pole; yet many of the temperate, and some even of the
warmer regions, are serene and salubrious. These are
fertile, and yicld, i profusion, all the necessaries of
hte. The surfuce of this great division of the globe ia
extremely varied.  Some districts of Tartary, Arabia,
Indwa, and Chma, consist of apparently imterminable
plans.” The mterior of Tibet has a range of mown-
tuins, the loftiest summits of which have recently been
ascertamed to measurc near twenty-eight thousand feet
m perpendicular height above the level of the sea; and
ronsequently to be higher than any other mountains that
are known. An extensne range, called the Uralian
mountains, forms onc of the boundaries of Asia and’
Europe. ‘The Altaian mountains reach nearly five
thousund miles fromn cast to west. The chain of
Mount Taurus, and 1its various branches, range from
Caramania m Asia Mmor, through Armenia and Persia,
even to India. The other principal mountains are
those of Caucasus, between the Black and the Caspian
seas; and the Gauts, which lic along the western coast
of Hindostan.

Asia has not many inland seas; yet, near its wistern
border, there are sbre which are of great importance.

B S
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The Red Sea, or Arabian Gulf, estends, in lengtl,
ucarly fifteen hundred miles, along the western coast
of Arabid, and constitutes the grand natural division
between Asia and Afiice The Persian Gulf is about
half the length of the Red ivei- it divides Persia from
Avrabia, and receives the waters o the united streams
of the Tigris and Euphrates. The Black or Euxine
Sca, has a narrow outlet into the sca of Marmora,
whenee it has a communication with the Mediterrancan.
"The Caspian is an immense inland lake, seven hundred
miles in length, and from one hundied and fifty to two
hundred miles wide. There is 2 communication be-
twixt this sea and the Baltic, through the river Volga,
and a series of navigable canals, which teiminate near
Petersburg.  The sea or lahe of Aial, about one hun-
dred miles east of the Cacpran, is abont two hundred
niiles in length, and scventy in its gicatest breadth,
Another remarkable inland sca 15 that of Baikal, m
Siberia, which is frozen over duing the winter, so that
travellers are able to cross 1t upon the ice, m every di
r(ction. .

The Mediterrancan washes” the coast of Syria; and
along the shores of the Indian Sea, the Bay of Bengal,
the China Sea, the Ycllow Sca, and the sea of Japan,
there are numerous bays and hirbows, wlich hine
geatly tended to increase the commerdial transactions
of the southern coasts, and to facilitate an inter course
with civilizcd nations.

The most crlebrated rivers of Asia are the Ganges,
which fills into the Bay of Bungal; the Euphates,
which falls into the Persian Gult; and the Indus, which
tcrminates in the Arabian Sca.  But those of greatest
extent are the Kianku and Hoang Ho i China; and
the Lcna, Eniesi, and Obi, in Sibcria.  The Burram-
pooter is a well-known stream, which rises among the
mountair Tibet; aund, after an irregular course of
severnl hiidred miles, falls into the Bay of Bengal,
o little distance eastward of the mouth of the Ganges.

It is impossible even to enumerate the principal
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wutural productions of this quarter of the globe. In
the districts, which are blessed with a mild climate
and a luxuriant soil, many delicious fruits arc grown.
Other parts are celebrated for the prodnction of valu-
able gumns, spices, and drugs. Much of the silk and
cotton which is consumed in Europe, is imported froma
different countries of the cast. The mineral produc-
tions have not becn correctly ascertained; but, from
the mountains, considerable quantities of gold and
silver are obtained; and, from the beds of the rivers,
m the rocky parts of India, have been collected many
valuable kinds of precious stones.

Asia s, by no means, <o populous as Europe.  With
the exception of China and some parts of India, Persio,
and Turkey, the population is very thinly scattered.
The principal languages spoken are the Turkish, Persian,
Arabie, Hindostanee, Tartarion. Malayan, Russian, and
Chmese, A considerable potion of the inhabitants
4re Muhometans, others are Pagans; and, hitherto,
very few, in propotion to the whole number, are (nts-
aans.  The Persian and Indian Mahometans are of the
cect of Ali, the son-in-law and successor to Mahomet;
and the others are of the sect of Omar, the second
valiph after Mahomet; but both acknowledge Ma-
homet as theie Jaw-giver, and the Koian as their rule
of faith and practice.  Most of the inhabitants of Tar-
tary and India pay adoration to imaginary deities,
called Brahma and Fo. Some of the ("hinese worship
the latter; and others are worshippers of fire. 'The last
are a very ancient seet: they acknowledge only one su-
preme ruler of the universe; and as this, their only god,
is considered the essence of purity and perfeetion, they
adore him under the emblem of fire; because they con-
sider that element as the clearest and most pure syn-
Dol of the Deity.

European settlements have been formed in different
parts of Asia. The English are possessed of a con- »
siderable portion of lindostan, The Dutch formerly
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had establishments in Bengal, and the French on the
coast of Coromandel; but these now all belong to
the English,

In the deseription of the different countries of this
(uarter of the world, we shall begin with Turkey in
Asia; and after proceeding through Syria, and some
of the most important parts of Asia Minor, and of the
¢ astern governments of Turkey, we shall proceed, from
Sucz, along the eastern coast of Arabia. ‘Thence our
course will lic through the Persian cmpire. After
which we shall return to the Indian scas; and shall
pass through the Mysore, Hindostan, Tibet, Ava,
Siam; and finally through China, Tartary, and
Siherna.

\ TURKEY IN ASIA

(‘omvrchemls the countries of Syria, .\sia Minor, Irak
Arabia or Chaldea, Diarbeck or Mesopotamia, Kurdis-
tan or Assyria, Turcomania or Armema, Georgia, and
part of Circassia. These are subdivided into several
governments, the conduct of which is commitged to vice-
roys or pashas, appointed by the grand signior. Many
of them, however, are ncarly independent of their
master, and most of them act in the most oppressive
and tyrannical manner towards their people. In some
of these countries no individual dare exhibit the appear-
ance of wealth, ? st it subject him to the rapacity of the
pasha; and even the cultivator of land is discouraged
u the improvement of his property, by a dread lest the
pitsha should seize Ins crops at a low valnation, for the
purpose of selling them, at a higher price, to his own
emolument. .

The inkabitents of Asiatic Turkey have been esti-
mated at about ten millions, Besides the Turks who
are resfilent in the towns and villages, and a great num-
ber of Armenian and other Christians, these consist of
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nunerows wandering tribes, who frequent the exteusive
plains of Asia, for the pasturage of therr flocks and
herds; and of others who subsist ehiefly by plundua.
Many af the Kurds, or inhabitants of Kurdistan, extend
themselves, during the summcr-time, from their own
cduntry, through all the adjacent districts, and comumt
depredations on travellers and small caravans, almost
with impunity.

In Syria there is an cxtraordinary race of people,
called Druzes, who have somewhat the appearance of
Mahowmetans, but who profess different religious tenets;
who drink wine and eat pork, both of which are pro-
hibited to Mahometans; and who allow of miange
between brothers and sisters.  They are divided nto
many scets, but have httle or no rehgion.

'The Turkomuns are a tribe who speak the same lan-
guage as the ‘L'urks, but whose mode of life somewhat
resembles that of the Bedouin Aiabs.  Bands of Tur-
homans travel over iinmense tracts of country, to pro-
rure smbsictence for their numerous herds; and cah
horde or camp acknowledges a chief, to whose wuthority
1t submuts, although 1t has no cstablished laws of
government. These people exchange the produce of
their herds for weapons, clothes, money, and corn; and
they are said to be strangers to fiaud and deceit, except
when unned with other classes. Their wowen spin
wool and weave carpets, the use of which is immemo-
rial in the countiies they inhabit. Nearly the whole
occupation of the men consists in smoking, tending
their cattle, and riding about the country. Perpetually
on horseback, with lances on their shoulders, crooked
sabres by their aides, and pistols in their belts, they are
expert horsemen and indefatigable soldiers. The coun-
try around Aleppo and Damascus, is said to coutain
about thirty thousand Turkomans; and a great nunber

of the tribes pass the swnmer in Armenia and ‘Cara-
mania.

The principal merchants of Asiztic Turkey are Arme-
wiuns, By them nearly all the teade of the Levant is
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conducted; and they have connexions through the
whole of this part of Asia, through Persia and India.
‘I'hese people retain many peculiar customs, and are de-
seribed to be a frugal and n.dwstrious race.

‘The Circassians are chiefly nuied for the beauty of
their women. They inbabit the frontiers of the Cau-
rasus, and are subject partly to Turkey and partly to
Russia. They train up their females expressly to such
accomplishments as may render them attractive. With
a view to improve their shape, they sew, round the
waists of their female infants, a wide leather belt.  This
is continued until it bursts, when it 1s replaced by ano-
ther; and the practise is continued until their marriage,
by which their waist is rendered astonishingly small,
while the shoulders become proportionally broad.
When a female is about to be marned, the bridegroom
pays tor her a marriage present, consisting of arms or a
coat of mail : but he must not see her, nor, after mar-
riage, is he permitted to live in the same house with her;
and, whenever he visits her, it must be by stealth.
The Circassians are, in gencral, handsome. The men
are tall, and have a martial appearance; and most of
the women have fair complexions, and dark brown or
black hair. In the wars of this part of Asia, many of
the women are made captive, and are afterwards con-
veyed away, for sale, into T'urkey, Egypt, and other
countries.

In Asiatic "Turkey the commerce is chiefly carried on
by means of car. .ans. These consist of a great assem-
blage of merchants and other travellers, who unite to-
uether for the purpose of mutnal secunity; and the mer-
chandise is conveyed, in immense packages, on the
backs of camels, horses, and asses. The most consider-
able of the ~aravans which traverse the country of
Syria, is that of Mecca, which usually performs a jour-
ney to Damascus and back once in every year. The

JLaravans Bagdad to Damascus perform three or
four jomTi#s in the year. They are generally thirty
days in t¥aversing the country to or from Bagdad; by
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% courier, mounted upon a dromedary, is able to perform
»t1n twelve days.

For the accommodation of caravans and other 1.~
vellers, there are public buildings, called kkans or caia-
vanseras, ncar almost all the towns and willages. A
khan is a four-sided’ edifice, which has, somctimncs,
towers at the angles, and is ¢rowned with battlements,
like a fortress. Its usual size is about one hundred and
thirty-three feet on each side. In the interior it con-
sists, generally, of two courts, surrounded with stables.
Some of the hhans have a mosque or a chapel annexed
to them, 1n which the travellers pray. ‘They are always
open, and caravans and travellers enter and go away,
without either asking permission or taking leave.
Every one may stay as long as he thinks proper, with-
out paymg the smallcst contribution; but he is merely
accommodated with shelter fiom the weather, for he
does not find in them erther finniture or prosisions,

In the general appearance of its surjace, this country
may be considered as mountainous; but, in many parts,
the mountains are intermingled with extensive and
beautiful plains, the herbage of which aflords a
fuxuriant pasturage to flocks and herds. Scveral of'
1ts loftiest ridges have been celebrated from the earliest
periods of lnstory.  Mount Ararat, towards the east of
Armema, has two suinnuts, one of which is covered
with perpetual snow, and 1s believed to have bheen that
on which the ark 1ested after the deluge. Mount
Taurus and the adjacent ndges are mentioned m the |
writings of several early historians.  Mount Tda and
Mount Olynpus are well-know n heights in Asia Minor;
and Mount Lcbanon, i Syna, is rendered fanuliar to us
by the sacred wiitings.

Among the natural productions of Asiatic Turkey
may be mentioned grapes and olives, which abound in
sceveral places; and many of the southern provinces
yield an abundance of dates. Camels are thq chief
beasts of burden; though both horses and asses are oe-
casionally used. Oxen are not very numerous, but

B3 I
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shecp and goats are abundant. The mountains and
forests shelter numerous species of ferocious animals.
In consequence of the oppressive conduct of the
'Turkish pashas, the land is not made to yield one
fourth of the produce which it is capable of supplying,
for human subsistence. No improvements whatever
appear to have taken place in agriculture ; and the im-
plement, of husbandry are all rude in the extreme. In
Asia Minor the plough is frequently not even shod
with iron. The harrow is merely a bunch of thorns
bonnd together, and has a beam or a large stone laid
across it, Lo increase the pressure.  The grain is thrashed
or rather trodden ont, by horses or cattle, placed abreast
of earh other, and driven in a circle; and advantage is
taken of the first windy day, to separate the grain from
the chafil
- The chief manufactures of Asiatic Turkey are those of
silk and cotton; stufts made of goat’s hair, leather, car-
pets, and copper utensils of different kinds; and these,
with rhabarb and some other drugs, are articles of ex-

port.
Syria

Is that part of the country subject to the Turkish

gvernment, which lies immediately eastward of the

editerrancan Sea, and extends thence to the desert of
Arabia and the river Euphrates.  Its name is a corrup-
tion of Assyria, which was first adopted by some of the
Greck colonies, who visited these coasts after the Assy-
rians of Nmeveh had reduced the country to a provinee
of therr empire, more than seven centuries hetore the
Christian eera.  Since that time it has been possessed by
various nations. The Romans held 1t for some time after
the death of Yesus Christ; and, in the seventh century,
it was seized by the Saracens, under the banners of Ma-
homet. Whilst in their possession it was invaded by
the European powers, for the purpose of rescuing the
holy places from the hands of infidels. This was the
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origin of what are called the Crusades. For awhile the
Christians were successful, but, after a long serics of
tremendous conflicts, they were expelled from the
country. In the sixteenth century, Syria.was seized
by the Turks, who still retain it.

Its south-western parts are called, in the Old Testa-
ment, Canaan, from Canaan, the son of Ham, by whose
posterity they were held. They were afterwards called
Palestine, from the sca-coast being inhabited by the
Philistines or Palestines, as they were corruptly desig-
nated by the Greeks and Romans. The appellation of
Holy Land was given to this country from its having
been sanctified by the presence, actions, miracles, and
death of our blessed Saviour.

Syria is at present divided into the five pachkalics or
governments, of Aleppo, I'ripoli, Damascus, Acre, and
Palestine; and, if it were under a wise government, and
mhabited by an active race of people, it might be ren-
dered one of the most flourishing and powerful countnes
in the world. Tts present capital 1s Aleppo.

The inkabitants are chiefly Mahometans; but a great
number of Christians, Asiatic and European, are settled
in the different towns and villages, particularly in such
as have been celebrated for the most important events
of the Gospel history. 'The Roman Catholics have mo-
nasteries in Jerusalem, Ramlé or Ramah, Bethlehem,
Joppa, Acre, Nazareth, Damascus, and some other
places; and these have, hitherto, been supported by
funds supplied from the various countries of Europe,
but principally from Spain.

Asia Minor

Is bounded by the Black Sea, the sea of Marmora, the
Mediterranean, and the river Euphrates. It includes
the ancient monarchies of Troy, Lydia, and Phrygia;
the maritime countrics of Pamphylia, Lycia, Caria, and
the Grecian colony of Ionia; and the kingdoms of Bi~
thynia, Pontus, Cilicia, Cappadocia, and Galatia.
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Its surface 15 diversified by numerons ndges ot
mountains, and many fertile plams and valleys, and 1
watercd by mnumerable stieams The Causasan
mountains torm a ridge, from the mouth of the Kuban
southw ard, to the Jw ton of the Kur with the Caspran
sea  Mount Taurus exter ¥ along the southcrn part of
the country, and many of the en mcnces ne dad with
torests of pmes, oaks, beeches, and othar hees

The province of Liydia was anci ntly famous tor gold,,
but the only mctal now found n 1t 1s coppa

During a long period, Asia Mimor floutished undet
the successive dominion of the Gieehs wnd the Rom ms.
In the <ixteenth century 1t was subjuzuted by the
I'mks, and 1t <tll contimues m thar posscssion S0
much has this country suffaed from the occutience ot
cuthquakes, from mortility occasioned by the plieme,
and {rom the wretched conduct of 1ts government, that
nearly all thosc aties, for which 1t was ccdebrited m
ancient history, have long heen destroyed  The rum
of 'Troy, Sardis, Magnes1y, Paagimus, and numerous
ather places, once admired for then mionitude, and for
the splendour of then edifices, now hic s¢ ittaied upon
the plains  Smyma alone ¢wists, ind this chiefly
conscquence of its adv intagcous sitation for trade So
that, tiom the coast ot the 1) ndanelles, to the banks of
the Luphiates, hittle else 15 to be secn than mant Cwtles
moulderng walls, fragments of buldings, and mis1-hk
peasauts, dispased i hamlets and me i villages, which
are destitute hoth of ornament and dcfunce

Armenia

O~ the northern sidc of thc Euphrates, and betwan
that rmer and the Blach Sca, 1s Atmeaniy, a fine coun
trv, watcred by many strcams Its mhailitants are
nuncipally € wistians, who, by than frugality and en-
rerpuse, are wili quahficd for commercial nansactions.
Lhe head of then spiritnal govonment 1< a patiiarch,
who has other patuiarchs and scver il bishops subject to
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him. The religious opinions and ceremonics of the
Armenians are very different from those of most other
Christians. The capital of the country is Erzerum.

Mesopotamia,

Now called Diarbek, is on the south-cast of Armenia,
and lies between the rivers Euphrates and Tigris. This
is 2 mountainous distriet, but intersected by many fer-
tile and well-watered plains. It formerly compre-
hended the ancient cities of Nineveh and Ilaran; and
now contains several large and populous towns.

Chaldea, "
Or Irak Arabia, 1s a province of Asiatic Turkey, sitn-
ated between the south-eastern extremity ot Mesopo-
tamia and the Persian Gulf. It 18 watered by the
Euphrates and Tigris, and has Bagdad for its capital.
‘The ancient city of Babylon was within its limits.

Kurdistan.

Pur name of Curdistan or Kurdistan, has been given to ,
the ancient kingdom of Assyria, situated between Ar-
wema and Persia.  Its inhabitants are nearly indepen-
dent of the Tuiks, whose power they despise. Some
of thewn live in towns and villages ; but a great propor-
tion of them lcad a wandering life on the plains, and
<ubsist upon the produce of their flocks, or by plunder.
‘They are, in general, withont faith, rude, uncivihzed,
and have no regard whatever for truth. Their usual
dres~ is a long robe of white cotton cloth, or a striped
kind of stuff; and they are subject to chiefs, who cexcr-
ese an almost despotic authority over them.

Georgia and Circassia R

Arc adjacent provinces, which lie between the Black
and the Caspian Scas.  They are diversified withmoun-
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tains and forests, well-watcred plains, fertile valleys;’
and produce, almost spontaneously, many delicious
kinds of fruit. 'The soil, where 1t is properly culti-
vated, yields an abundance of grain and vegetables.
"T'he principal articles ~f commerce are slaves, cattle,
and silks; and the chief town is Tefflis.

We shall commence our account of the topography of
Asia, with the Travels of Dr. Clarke, through that part
of Syria which is usually called the Holy Land. The
omission of some places which he, as a Christian, was
not permitted to visit, will be supplicd by notes taken
from the travels of a Spaniard, whose name was Bahdia.
but who traversed several countries of Africa and
Asia, in the disguise of a Mahometan, and under the
fictitious name of Ali Bey.

Second Pay's Jnstruction.

THE HOLY LAND.

Narrative of a Journey from Acre io Jerusalem. From
Travels by E. D. Crirke, LoL. D,

Dr. Crarks, and a gentlewman whose name was Cripps,
sailed in the Romulus {rigate, from the island of Cyprus
to St. Jokn & Acre; (‘aptain Culverhouse, the com-
mander of the frigate, bemng desirous of obtaining, at
that place, a supply of bullocks for the Bntish ficet.
They had been prompted to make this voyage, partly
by a wish to see the Djezzar Pasha, a celebrated ruler
of Acre, bu. chiefly by a lope of being enabled to
accomplish thence a journey to Jerusalem.

The Djezzar, by his disregard of the Ottoman
governiffént, and the gencral cruelty of his dispo-
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"ition, had long been the terror of all swrounding
nations. More than twenty years previously to
the visit of our travellers, he had been described,
by the Baron de Tott, as a sanguinary tyrant; and
they found him bidding defiance, as usual, to the
power of the Turkish government, though affecting to
veherate the personal authority of the sultan. On
visitmg his castle, they were conducted to an inner
apartinent of it, through an asscmblage of pcrsons
mutilated m the nose, the car, or the eye, in different
chullitions of his rage. The pasha was seated on a
mat, in a little chamber, which was destitute of all fur-
mture and utensils, except an earthenware vessel for
cooling the water which he oceasionally drank ; and he
was employed in drawing on the floor, for one of his
engimeers, a plan of some works which he was then con-
structing.  His age was considerably above sixty;
but us -formt was athletic, and his long wliute beard
enurely covered his breast. e wore a white turban,
and was dressed in the common Arab style, with a
white camlet over a cotton vest. As his badge of
office, he carried, in his girdle, a poignard set with
diamonds. Ihs interpreter kneeling by his side, the
conversation began by a request, from the pasha, that
English captains entering, m future, into the bay of
Acrc, would fire only one gun as a salute, * There can
be no good reason (said he) for such a waste of gun~
powder, i ceremony between friends. . Besides, I am
too old to be pleased with ceremony: among forty-
three pashas of three tails, now living in Turkey, I
am the senior. My occupations are, consequently, as
you may see, very important,” taking out a pair of
scissors, and beginning to cut figures in paper,
which was his constant employment when strangers
were present. I shall send each of you away,” con-
tinued he, “ with good proof of old Djezzar’s ingenuity.
There,” addressing himsclf' to Captain Culveriouse,
and offering him a paper cannon, “ there is a symbol
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of your profession.” As often as the captaiu endea-~
voured to introduce the husiness of his visit, the pasha
affected to be absorbed in these trifling conceits, or
turned the conversation by strong allegorical sayings.
Iis whole discourse v as in parables, proverbs, truisins,
and oricntal apologues. "here was evidently much
cumning and deep policy in 17y pretended frivolity.
‘Apparently occupied in regulating the shape of a
watch-paper with his scissors, he was, all the while,
deeply attentive to the words, and even to the looks of
the strangers; anxious to discover whether there was
any urgency in the nature of their visit. At last they
stated the cause of it, and requested a supply of cattle
for the British flect. Ile agrced to furnish one hun-
dred bullocks; but on the sole condition of net being
offered payment for them in money: artillery or am-
munition being, with lnm, a preferable mode of remu-
neration. He was vamn of the bbdily vigour which he
still retained; he frequently boasted of 1t, and bared
his arm, to exhibit his brawny muscles. Somectimes,
in conversation with strangers, he would suddenly leap
upright from his seat, to show his activity,

The external view of Acre, ke that of all other
towns in the Levant, is the only prospect of it woth
contemplating.  Its interior is composcd of nairow
lanes with wretched shops, and filled with as wretched
inhabitants. 1ts ruins bear the appearance of Gothic
architecture, but these are so intermingled with modern
buildings as to be very diflicult of description.

During nearly two centurics this place, by its part
and its geograpnical situation, was a principal theatre
of the crusades; and therc are still left the reinains of
an edifice, which the English call “King Richard’s
Palace.” [Acre has, latterly, been distinguished by its
vigorous resistance to the attacks of the French. In
the year 1799, Buonapaite, having nearly completed the
conquest of Egypt, marched into Syria, and appeared
before this -town. Sir Sidncy Smith, who commanded
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an Enghsh squadron in the Mediterrancan, landed,
and, wmith the Djeszar, undertook the defence of the
place. Buonaparte attemptid to carry 1t by storm;
but, after repeated assaults, during sixty days, attended

th prodigious loss, he was compclled to abandon
the enterprise, and return to Egypt. Smce this
time the tottifications have been considerably mcreas-
ed; and particulaily 2 new hine of walls has becn con-
structed, m the Europc:m manner.

Acre 15 sitnated on the shore of an extensive bay, at
the southein extremity of which 15 scen Mount Carmel.
The western part of the sumnut of this mountam s
occupied by 2 Greck monastery, dedicated to St Ehas,
At a httle distance, towards the east, 15 a ( itholic con-
vent, ard hilf way up the mountun, below the
monastary, 15 a mosque |

Dr Clirke and M: Cupps, accompamed by s8me
other gentlemen, set out fiom Acie to Jerusalem.  The
party consisted of twenty-thice percons, about half of
whom were Arab guirds, and this number were soon
anomonted, on the road, by pilgnims who were desirons
ot an ¢scort to the Holy City ‘I’ he mode of travel-
lmg w1s on horseback, but thcy experienced great in-
convenicncc {from the heat, the season bcing the month
of July, ind the thctmometer, mn the shide, frequently
standing higher than nmety degrees. They were like-
wise not wholly free from alarin respecting the plague,
although they became less apprchensive of mfection
than they othcrwise would have been, m consequence
of hemg nformcd that many persons had attended the
discased with impumity. In the French army, the phy-
siclans considered the plague as a malignant, and, con-
<equently, a dangerous fever; but, with proper precau-
ao0n, as by no means fatal. Certam 1t 15 that the loss
of hves, by the plague, 1s not so great as we are apt ta
magine. The rumour prevalent around Asiatic tdwns,
of the number carried off, 1s always exaggerated; and
the gazettes of Kurope publsh reports ot whole cities
beng depopulated, when i1t mught he more cgricct to
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say that the inhabitants had retired from their crowded
streets, to pass the season of danger in tents,

The Christians, or rather those who call themselves
Christians, in the Holy 1., are divided into varons
sects; and the most absurd suporstitions are here prg™-
tised, under the name of Christianity. Their general
bad effect, in impairing the general faith of the devout,
but often weak persons, who viat this country, 15
greatly to be lamented. Credulity and superstition,
says Dr. Clarke, are neighbouring extremnes: whocever
abandons the one, is but too often ready to admut the
other; and imvention is here totally unnceessars, as
there is abundant cvidence of the authenticity of the
different places,

Nazareth was the first place of importance at which
the travellers arnved. 1ts situation corresponds, pre-
cisely, with the description given of 1t m the gospel of
St. Luke. [[t stands on the slope of a rocky moun-
tain facing the east, and commands the prospect of a
long valley. 1t is, at present, an open, uufortificd
town, containing about a thousand Mahometans, and
ay many Christians. The houses have nothing remnark-
able in therr external appearance; but, having been
built against the side of the mountain, the whabitants
have availed them~clves of this situation, to make ex-
cavations in the rock; so that cach house has a <ub-
terraneons 1partment,

It was at Nazarcth that our Saviour resided during
the early part of his bfe; and a convent of Franciscan
monks has been built upon the site of the howse in
which it is believed the Virgin Mary dwelt. This
convent is a fine and stately edifice, well distributed,
and so firnly built, that it might serve as a good mli-
tm;{ position . In the middle of the church is a large
and superb staircase of marble, which leads to a grotto,
where it is believed the Virgin was visited by the angel
Gabriel. There are, at the sides, two narrow stair-
cases that lead up to the grand altar, placed upon the
rock which forms the vault of the cave. The choir of



ACRE TO JERUSALEM. 19

the monks is behind; so that the church is composed
of three planes: that of the grotto, which is the lowest;
that of the body of the church, in the middle; and that
of the grand altar, which is the highest. There is even
aourth plane above the choir, in the form of a tribune,
where an excellent organ is placed, and the ascent to
which is by a staircase from the choir. All these dif-
ferent planes are upon the rock. There is, in the
grotto, a squarc apartment, which is magmficently or-
namented ; and in the middle of which is a tabernacle
of white marble, upon four small columns, with an
altar behind. A narrow staircase, hewn out of the
rock, leads to another grotto, which is asserted to have
been the kitchen of the virgin's habitation.

The Mahometans acknowledge the virginity of
Mary, and the miraculous incarnation of Jesus; con-
sequently, the place believed to have been sanctified
by that mystery, is venerated by them, equally with
the Christians.

%o powerful is the influence of superstition in this
country, that, at the time of Dr. Clarke’s visit to Naza-
reth, the monks had heen compelled to surround their
altars with an additional fencing, for the purpose of
preventing persons infected with the plague, from seek-
ing a muraculous cure, by rubbing their bodies with
the haugmgs of the sanctuary, and thus communicating
mfection to all who visited 1t

Among other objects of vencration in Nazareth, are
shown, 1. The workshop of Joseph, which 1s near the
convent, and has been converted into a chapel; 2. The
synagogue where Chuist is said to have rcad the Serip-
tures to the Jews; and 8. A large stone, on which it is
affirmed that our Saviour ate, with his disciples, both
Yefore and after his resurrection, It has had a chapel
crected over it; and no object in Nazareth is so much
resorted to by pilgrims as this. *

The monks enjoy here as much liberty as they could
Jo m any European country. « They are pemntt:ad
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publicly to carry the sacraments to the sick, and are
much respected by the individuals of other religions.]

From the windows of th. wpartment to which Dr.
Clarke was conducted, he saw two women, with a
hand-mill, grinding corn into flour, exu tly in the ?.1)'
that is mentioned by our Saviour. 'They were sedted
on the ground, oppusite to cach other, and held, be«
tween them, two flat stones. In the middie of the
upper stone was a cavity for pouring in the coin; and,
by the side of this, was an upright wooden handle, for
moving the stone.  As the operation hegan, one of the
women with her right hand, pushed this handle to the
woman opposite, who sent it back to her companion:
thus communicating a circular and quick motion to
the upper stone, their left hands being all the while ¢n-
ployed in supplymyg fresh corn, as fast as the bran and
flour escaped from the sides of the machines.

Beyond Nazarcth the travellers reached (‘ava of
.Galilee, cclebrated on account of the miraculous change
of water into wine. Itis a village, containing about
five hundred. families, and situated on a gentle emi-
nence, in the midst of a valley. About a quarter of «
mile from this place is a spung of delicrous limprd
water, which is frequented by pilgrims, as the fountain
that supplied the water which was converted by om
Saviour into wine,

As they journcyed on, they left the road to ascend
the momt, the supwosed scene of Christ's sermon to
his disciples. ITere they had onc of the most interest-
ing prospects in the Ioly Land.  On one side was the
lake, or, as it is called, the sex of Galilee; which, by
its surrounding mountains, reminded them of the lake
of Geneva. The district which lay between them and
the lake consisted of fertile plains. T'o the north aj-
peared many summits, towering beyond a serics of in-
tervening mountains, and appearing ‘as a part of the
great chain of Lebanon. The loflicst summit was
covereil with snow; a singular appearance in a country
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where the spectator in the valley is impaticnt to seek
protection from a burning sun.

North of the lake of Galilec, they beheld an elevated
plain, the milderness to which St. John retired; and,
towards the south-west, at the distance of about twelve
m¥es, Mount T'abor was conspicuous, by its conical
shape and insulated position, on the northern side of
the wide plain of Esdraelon. After they had descend-
ed trom the mount, their journey lay on a descent all
the way to the lake of Galilee. Here the travellers,
turning their view towards the northern shore, saw,
through a beld declivity, the situation of Capernaum,
on the boundaries of the two tribes of Zabulon and
Naphtali. The town of Tiberias stands close to the
alge of the lake, and is foutified by walls, but has no
canmnon. When the party entered the gate, the Turkish
guards were playing at chess. The castle is situated
on a rising gronnd, in the northern part of the town.
T'iherias is a wretched place within, and has no remains
of antiquitics, except an old church. ‘T'he warm baths,
distant about a mile from the town, have long been
celebrated.

Near the middle of the lake, a new current is secn
to mark the course of the Jordan thronghout its ex-
tent. The travellers bathed in the lake ; and, to what-
ever distance they swam, they were able to discern,
through the tiansparent fluid, the shining pebbles at
the bottom.

Leaving Tiberias, they raade an effort to visit Mount
T'abor, but they were obliged to abandon their inten-
tion, on account of the Arabs, who would have shown
no mercy to travellers escorted by the servants of their
bitter encmy, the Djezzar Pasha. The top of this
mountain was desecribed to them as a plamm of great ex-
ent, and, well cultivated.

The next town of importance which they rcached
was Napolose, the ancient Sickem. The view of this
place much surprised them, as they had not expected
to find a city of such magnitude, in the road to eruga-

N N
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lem. It appears to be the metropolis of a very rich and
extensive country, abounding with provisions, and all
the necessaries of life. White hread was exposed for
sale in the streets, of quality -uperior to any that is to
be found elscwhere throughout the Tevant.

The traveller directing his footsteps .owards the gh-
cient sepulchres of this place, as everlasting as the rocks
wherein they are hewn, is permitted, upon the authority
of sacred and indelible record, to contemplate the spot
where the remains of Joseph, of Kleazar, and of
Joshua, were severally deposited. If any thing con-
nected with the memory of past ages be calculated to
awaken local enthusiasm, the land around this city 1~
pre-eminently entitled to consideration. The sacred
story of events, related in the 37th chapter of Genesis,
to have been transacted in the fields of Sichem, is re-
membered from our earliest years with delight; ¢ but,”
says Dr. Clarke, * with the territory before our eyes,
where those events took place, and in the view of oh-
jedts existing as they were described more than three
thousand years ago, the grateful impression kindles into
ecstasy.” Along the valley the travellers beheld “a
ocompany of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, (as in the
days Reuben and Judah,) with their camels bearmng
spicery, and balm, and myrrh.”

The principal object of veneration, among the inba-
bitants, is Jucol’s Well, over which a church was
formerly evected. I'bis is at a little distance from the
town, in the road '~ading to Jerusalem, and has been
visited by pilgrims in all ages; but it has been more
particularly visited since the Christian era, as the place
where our Saviour revealed himself to the woman of
Samaria. )

The travellers left Napolose about an hour after mid-
night, that they might reach Jerusalem the same day.
The road was mountainous, rocky, and full of loose
stones; yet the cultivation was every where extraordi-
nary, and afforded onec of the most striking pictures of
human industry which it is pussible to behold. The
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Iimestone rocks, and stony valleys of Judea, were
covered with plantations of figs, vines, and olive-trees:
not a single spot seemed to be neglected. The hills,
fiom their bases to then utmost summats, were occupied
by gardens Among the standing crops were noticed
millet, cotton, linsced, and tobacco; and, occasionally,
sm 1 helds of bailey. Under a wise and equitable
govcrnment, the produce of the Ioly Land would ex~
cced all calculation.  Its perenmal harvest, the calu-
Liity ot ats atmosphere, 1ts hmpid spungs, 1ts 1ivers,
likes, 1ad matchless pluns, its hills and vales. all
theae, wdded to the serumty of its climate, prove this
land to be indeed *a field wlih ¢ Lord had
blessed *

The first part of then jowney led the travellers
through the valley, which hes between the two moun-
tans ot J hal and Gurmam  They pissed the Sepulchre
of Joseph, and the Well of Jacob, whae the Valley of
Suchem opens mro a frurtiul plan, watcred by a stream.
which 1ses near the town.  This 15 conwidcred, by all
wiitcrs to have been the prece of 1.nd mentioned n the
Acts of the Apostles, as that which Jacob bought “at
the hmd ot the childien ot Emmor,” when he erected an
altat to the God ot Isiael. Afterwaids, as the day
dawned, a cloudless <ky torctold the exceswive heat they
should havc to encounter hefore the cxpnation of their
journcy, and, betore noon, the maxcury m Fahrenhest’s
thcrmometcr, . the most shaded situation they could
find, stood at 102 deg. But no scnsation of heat or fa-
tigue could counterbalance the eagurness and zcal which
ammated the whole paity m their approach to Jerusa-
lem. Lvayindividual pressed forward, hoping to be
the first to announce the joyful mtclhgenee of 1its ap-
peuance At length, ahout five o clock in the after-
noon, 2 Gieek, m the van of the cavalcade, ascending a
hill towards the south, exclaimed * IHagiopolis' the
 Holy cuy,” and, throwmng lhimself from his horse,
was seen bareheaded, upon his knees, facing the pro-
spect he surveyed, Suddenly the sight burst upon all,

F
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The Englishmen had not been prepared for the grandeur
of the apectacle which this city exlubited. Instead of a
wretched.and ruinous town, by some writers described
as the desolated remnant <1 Jerusalemn, they beheld, as
it were, a flourishing and stateiy vuetropolis; presenting
a magnificent assemblage of domc" towers, palaces,
churches, and monasteries; all of which, glittering in
the sun, shone with mconceivable splendour.

Thiro Day's Instruction,

THE HOLY LAND CONTINUED.

A description of Jerusalem and its vicinity. . Chiefly
taken from the Trarels of Dr. CraRkE and Avt Bey.

Ox entering Jerusalem, Dr. Clarke and his party were
eonducted to the house of the governor, who received
them in state. [le afterwards ordered his mterpreter
to conduct them to the Franciscan convent of St. Salva-
dor; a large buildmg, hke a fortress, the gates of which
were thrown open to receive the whole cavalcade,  As
soon as thcy were admitted into the court, with all their
horses and camels, the vast portals were again closed;
and a party of corpulent friars waddled round them,
and heartily welcomed their arrival!  The room allotted
to them was clean; and 1its walls were whitc-washed.
“The beds also scemed to be clean, although the appear<
ance of a few bugs warned them to spread ther ham-
mocks upon the floor. On the substantial door of this
chamber, the roof of which was of vaulted stone, the
names of many English travellers had becn carved.
Amapg others, Dr. Clarke had the satisfaction to notice
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that of Thomas Shaw, the most learned writer who has
ct appeared, in descriptions of the Levant. Dr. Shaw
ad slept in the same apartment scventy-nine years
before,

A considerable part of this convent, surrounding an
clevated, open court or terrace, is appropriated to the
1edeption of pilgrims, for whose maintenance the monks
have considerable funds, the result of donations from
catholics of all ranks, but especially from catholic
princes.  Having ascertained, by long habit in waiting
vpen prigrims, the taste of different nations, they most
hospitably entertain their ¢omers, according to the no-
tions they have thus acquired. If a table be provided
for Knghshmen or for Dutchmen, they supply it co-
prously with tea. 'This pleasing and refreshing bever-
age was served, every morning and evening, to Dr.
#’larke and his fricuds, in large bowls, and they drank
it out of pewter porrengers,

On the ensuing morning, their room was filled with
Armenians and Jews, who brought, for sale, beads,
crosses, shells, and ornaments of various kinds.

The form of the city 1s irregular; but, if the citadet
be excluded, it is nearly squarc. Being built on the
sonthein side of the upper plain of a considerable emi-
nence, it is nearly surrounded by precipices, having
only a small level towards the south, and a larger to-
wards the north. The mountain, on which it stands, is
enurely destitute of vegetation, and is composcd of &
kind of basaltic rock. Jerusalem is surrounded by
walls of considerable height, surmounted by battlement.
with square towers. The whole are well built of free-
stone, but they are not sufficiently thick to resist the
effect of cannon. They contain six gates.

The streefs are tolerably regular, straight, and well
paved. Several of them have footpaths along the
sides; but they are narrow, dull, and almgst all more
or less on a descent. Most of the kouses are two or
three stories high, but have few windows. Their fronts

¢
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arq qv;lgpylmn, simply constructed.of stone, and without

ent; so that,in vsalkmg along the streets,
gMperson mlght fancy himself passing through the gal-
leﬁw of a vast prlson. ‘The doors are so small that it
is geperally requisite to bend the body ncarly double,
in order to enter them. Some of the houses have smpll
gardt,mr but there is no considerably vacant sphce
within the city,

"There is po sc]uare, properly so called ; but the shops
and markels are in the public strects. Provisions are
beré abundant and very cheap. The bread coniiuonly
ealen, is a sort of bad caLe, but good bread is to be had.
Veg(*tables, herbs, and fruit, are in abundauce, though
they are produced rather late in the season.  The meat
is ‘of excellent quality. The inhabitants chiefly drink
rain water, which is presuvod in the cisterns of the
temple and of the private houses. A spring, which i-
nearly at the bottom of the torrent of Kedrou, is used
for-the watering of cutle; and the inhabitants hove re-
course to it, when a scarcity of rain causes their cisterns
to be cupty.

“There is, in Jerusalem, a pre  liversity of cosivme ;
every person adopting that wh el he Lhes best, whether
be be Arab, Syrian, or Turk: Lut o common people
gcnetally wear & rebe o1 shivt of white and l:imk or
white- and Lrown staped stufl; - Arabia, Persens
Su*easy circumstances, and those employed .xbom the
temple, &c. wear the Turkish costume, with a high
turban. The women, cover themselves with a hrgc

mhite cloak or veji..

. The languuge generally spoken in Jerusalem is
Arabic, but the Turkish language is atso msed. It is
asserted that there are, in tlus cuy, about seven thou-
sand Malometans, and upwards of twenty thousand
Christians of dif'trent rites and sects.  These and the-
l&:{vs, as a wmark of distinction, wear a blue turban;

though sarse. few vary the colour. 'The villagers and
eépherds, who reside in'the neighbhourhood, ‘wear white
or stripgd turbans. The Christian women have their
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faces uncovered as in Furope. Some of the females
have handsome features; but most of them have that
vellow and bilious appearance, which is common to the
countries of the cast.

The Christians have here several churches; and the
Roman catholics have two monasteries, one dedicated
to tae Saviour, and the other to 8t. John; besides the
conv. nts of Mount Calvary and of the Tomb,

Although the inhabitants of Jernsalem are composed
of people of different nations and rehigions, who in-
wardly Jdcspiee each other on accomnt of their various
apmwons 3 vof, as the Chostian ar1e most vimerous,
ther g o soerd intareomrec among thom,

O the wormmg aer Dr. Clohe - mveal, he and
hes tread <r ont tc vt what v« led the * Holy
Phaces. Paom the montory o whah they  had
lopt, ther peccedad to the eluach of the holy sepul.
o yatta Tl by oyl pileenas, beaimg with them
rosattes ard cowifises der the parpose of having them
consectut d on the tonn of Jeen st

The ext o app v ool aiice m which this
o we ecatancd, e cubled that of an ovdinary
Rowmetwohe duovo Osar the deor. Die Clarhe oh-
servad ale sorehicdy romeccatng the Viessialt's entey mnto
Jertvsabve wel the - mintade cuonmg paim-branches
tetore har On e voz the ehweh, the finst thing tha
was shown o the ravellons qas a cdab of white marhle, in
the puvceent, cimounded by a rmb. Irseanicd bke one
wf the grave-stones in the floor of our English chw ches,
Thrs they weve told was the spot where onr Saviour’s
hody had heen anomted by Joseph of  Arinathea.
They nevt advanced towards a detached fabric. m the
mudat of the principal anle, and mmwediately heavath
the main dome. Its shape was partdy circular and
partly oblong : and it had a small dome at the tay.  Its
intertor was divided into two parts. Having entered
the first of these, which is ca}led the anti-chapl, the

\guides show, before the mouth of the Holy Scanlchre, 3¢
c?
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block of white marble, said to have been the stone on
which the angel sate. .

Dr. Shaw, speaking of the Holy Sepulchre, says
that all the surrounding rocks had becn cut away, to
form' the level of the church; so that, in his thue, it
was “a grotto aboveground:” Y ¢ there were no ap-
parent remains of any known sepulchre, that Dr. Clarke
could discover. The sides counsist of thick slabs of
verd-antique marble; and over the entrance, which is
rugged and broken, owing to the numerous pieces car-
ried off as reliques, the substance is of the same nature.
All, therefore, (he suys,) that can now be affirmed, is,
that, if the empress Helena, the mother of Constantine
the Great, who erected many sacred edifices in the
Holy Land, and, among others, the church of the Scpul-
chre, had reason to believe that she could identify the
spot where the sepulchre was, she took care to remove
every existing trace of it, in order to introduce the
fanciful and modern work which at this time remained.
The place (says Dr. Clarke) may have been the same
that was pointed ont to her; but he could not see a

, single remnant of the original sepulchre *.

Yorty paces from the sepulchre, beneath the roof of
the same church, and upon the same level, are shown
two rooms, one above the other.  Close by the entrance
to the lower room, or chapel, arc the tombs of Godfrey
of Boulogne, and of Baldwin, kings of Jerusalem, with
Latin dnscriptions, in the old Gothic character. At the
extremity of this chapel is exhibited a fissure or cleft i
the natural rock, said to have heen formed at the cruci-
fixion. If the traveller ascend, by a few steps, into the
room above, he will there be shown the same erack;
and, immediately in front of it, 2 modern altar. This

* Respecting the probable identity of this place, see Conver-
gafious on Cele Travellers, le. 111, 112. In the same
volume, pp- 89—98, will be found an secount of the ceremo-
niey annuilly performed by the monks and pilgrims, ou Good
¥ri kay and Faster-day.
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the pilgrins are tanght to venerate as Mount Calvaty,
the place of crucifixion; exhibiting the marks or holcs
of the three crosses, without any regard to the space
necessary for their erection, After this he will be con-
ducted through a great farrago of absurditics; but if,
instdad of viewing Jetrusalem as a pilgrim, he examine it
(~a15 Dr. Clarke) by the light of history, with the Bible
in his hands, he will find numerous interesting objects
for contemplation.

This writer, exercising his own judgment in investi-
gating the relics of Jerusalem, began by the examination
of the Inll now bearing the name of Sion, and situated
on the south side of the city, He it led to doubt the”
accuracy of the appellauon, and to suppuse it must have
been Mount Calvary, the scene of the erucifixion, In
this opimion he says he was confinmed, by observing
several excavations in the rock, on the sides of the op-
posite mountain, hitherto supposed to be the Rill of
offence.  'These excavations were sepulchres of uniform
workmanship, containing a scries of subterrancons
chambers, cach of which had onec or more 1epository
for the dcad, carved like a cistern, on the side of the
chamber. The doors were so low as to render it neces«
»d1V t0 stoop in entermg, and sometimes even to creep
on the hands and knees.  They eontain inseriptions,
both m Greek and Hebiew, but the latter are much
more effaced than the former*,

After leaving the mountaim, in the side of which these
sepulchres axe hewn, Dr. Clarke regained the road lead-
ing, eastward, to the valley of Jchoshaphat, and pussed
the Fountain Siloa, as well as a white mulberry-tree,
which i» said to mark the spot of Isaiah’s death. Here
he ascended the Mount of Olves, which afforded him so
commanding a view of Jerusalem, that the cye rommed
over its strects and walls, as if jn the survey of a model.
Conspicuous ahove all, was the Mosque ¢f Omar, erceted

On this subject, see che preceding note,
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on’ thé sife of Solomon's Temple. This is indeed a
phoenix, risen from the ashes of its parent, and may,
probably, be considered as the finest specimen of Sara-
cenic or Gothic architecture in the world. The Mount
of Olives is remarkable for vatiou” events in the Jewish
history. It was to the summit of this eminence that
king ]%a.v id ascended, to address his prayers to heaven.
when he was about to be driven from Jerusalem by
Abgalomt’s rebellion: it was on the descent from this
mount that our Saviour foretold the downfall of the
holy city; and, finally, it was on the side of this mount
that the army of T'itus encainped, to accomphish the pre-
diction. T'he view of the conntry, from its top, is cx-
tensive: but the most conspienous object is the wide
expanse of the Dead Sea, or Lake Asphaltites, sur-
tounded by lofty woantains.  Between this lake and
Jerusalemn are secn the fertile pastures of the plain of
Jericho, watered by the Jordan, whose coursc may be
distinetly traced.

On descendmg fiom the mount, Dr. Claike visited
the olive-giound, which is deseribed, and with reason,
as having been the Garden of Gethsemare. Near this
he found a grove of ohve trees of immense size, which
suggested to him the 1dea of cutting off specimens, as
presents to those fiiends who might wish to obtain me-
morials of the Holy Land.

The Mosque of’ Omar or El Haram (the Temple) as
it is called by the Mahometans, was visited by Ali Bey
in the disguise of a Mahometan. It is not, precisely, one
maosque, but is a gronp of mosques and other edifices,
which have been erected at different periods.  The Ma-
hometan religion acknowledges but two temples, those of
Meecea and of Jerusalem; both of which are named ¢ El
Haram,” which strictly signifies a temple or place conse-
crated by the J»:c\lﬁar presence of the Divinity. They

* yre bgth strictly prohibited, by the law, to Christians,
Je: d indeed to all who.are not Mahometans; and
nd ometan governor dare permit an infidel to pass
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mto the territory of Mecea, or into the Temple of Jeru-
salem.

Thus edifice forms the south-east angle of the aity of
Jerusalem, and oceupies the ground on which foimerly
stood the Temple of Solemon. It consists of a large
court or encloscd synare, the length of which 15 one
thousand three hundied and uxty-nine feet, and tte
breadth eight hundied and foity five, and 1t has mpe
gates or entt inces.  I'he east and south sides have no
gites, and are shut m hy the walls of the aity, winch
rise on the brink of the precipices of the torrent ot
Kdron to the cast, and upon the cdge of a ravme,
which scpu ites Mount S on to the sonth. .

"L'he punapal put of the temple 1> composed of two
ruges of mimmhicent buld ngs, which, by thar re-
«prative attuations, m.y be 1egnuded as two distinct
t mples  But they form, together, one symmetrical
and cons tent whole they are called Ll Aksa and
El Sulhaia.

‘Il Ahst s composed of seven naves, or spacious
usles, supported by s and columns, and, at the
extremity of the ccntie nave 1s a fine cupola.  I'wo
other naves branch off tow uds the rpht and ki, at
ught angles with the pumapal bodv of the cdifiee.
The g1t counnal nawve 1, about one hundied and sixtv-
two teet long, wl tlrty-two fcct wide It 15 sup-
ported on erch sule by cven arches, Jightly pontad,
reshug upon columns, but without any mchitcctwial
proportion, and with foliaged capitals which do nor
helong to any ¢rder. “Lle willy contam tno 10ws f
twenty-one windows exrh.  The 100f 19 of timber, aud
not vaulted. The cupola 13 supported by fom large
arches, which rest upon square pilais; the sides of
which are increased by handsome encular columns of
brown marble. It 13 hemispherical, with two rows of
windows, and is ornamented with pamtings and gild-
¥

On the exterior part, of the left side of the Aksa,
and raised aganst the building, are sever tlhou-cs] which
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serve as habitations to the persons employed about
the temple. 1In front of the principal gate of El Aksa
is a causeway two hundred and eighty-four feet long;
about the middle of whick is a fine basin of marble,
with a fountain in the form of @ shell. At the end of
this causeway is a fine staircase, which leads to the
Sahhara, the other remarkable huilding of the temple,

E! Sakhara, by its harmony with Aksa, may be con-
sidered as making a part of the sume whole. It tahes
its ‘mame from a rock, which rises in its centre, and is
much yevered. This edifice is of octagonal form, each
of 1ts sides measuring, on the exterior, about sixty-one
feet. The principal entrance has a fine portico. sup.
ported by cight Corthian columns of marble, 'Lhree
other entrances are swrmounted by fine timber-work,
suspended, and without any columns. From the centie of
the building rises a superb cupola, which has two rows
of large windows, visible on the outside: it is support-
ed by four large pillars, and twelve magnilicent colummns,
placed in a circle.

The central circle is surrounded by two octangular,
concentric naves, separated from each other by eight
pillars and sixteen columns, of the same order «nd
size as those of the centre, and composed of the finest
brown marble. The roofs are flat, and the whole is
covered with ornaments, in exquisite taste, with mould-
ings of marble, gold, &c. The capitals of the eolumns
arc in the composite order of architecture, and richly
gilded. The whole diameter of this edifice is about
one hundred and sixty fect. The plane of the central
circle is raised threc feet above the plane of the sur-
rounding nave, and is enclosed by a high and magnifi-
cent railing of iron, gilt

This central circle encloses the sacred rock called
E! Sakhara allak ; the principal object of attraction
in the temple. It riscs, from the earth, upon a mean
diameter of thirty-threc feet, and in form resembles

the se of asphére; but it is unequal and rugged
on itm& The Maixometans believe that the Sahe
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hara Allah is the place of all others, except Ll Kaaba
at Mecca, whence the prayers of men are most accept-
able to the divinity. They belicve that all the po-
ghot.s, from the creation of the world to the tine of
Mahomet, have come hither to pray: that even now
the prophets and angels come hither in invisible troop-,
to make their prayers on the rock, exclusive of the
ordinary guard of seventy thousand angels, who per-
petually surround it, and who are relicved every day.

On the night, when, according to the tradition, the
prophet Mahomet was canicd away from Meeca, by
the angel Gabricl, and transported, in a moment,
through the air, to Jerusalem, upon the mare called
El Botak,.which had the hcad and neck of a fine -
woman, and a crown and wings; the prophet, after
leaving  El Borak at the gate of the temple, is said to
have offered up his prayer upon El Sahhara. At the
mowment when he stood here, the rock, sensible of the
happiness of bearing the holy burden, depressed itsclf)
and becoming lihe soft wax, reccived the impression
of Ins foot. This is now covered with a sort of cage
of gilt metal wire, worhed in such manner that the
impression cannot be seen, on account of the, darhness
within; but it may be felt by the hand, thiough a hole
made for that purpose. The believers, after having
touched the impression, proceed to sanctify themselves,
by passing their hand over their face and beard.

In the interior of the rock is a cave, into which there
is a descent by a staircase, on the south-cast sides
This cave forms an irregular square of about eightcen
feet, and is cight fect high in the middler The roof is the
natural irvegnlar vault. In desceuding the staircasc,
there is, on the right, at the bottom, a little tablet of
marble, bearing a name signifying the place o/
Solomon. A similar one on the left is named the place
of David. A cavity or niche on the south-west side of
the rock, is called the place of Abrakay. A similar
circular concave step at the north-west angle, 15 named
the place of Gabriel; and a sort of table of stone at

¢ 3 .
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the north-cast angle, is called the place of Elias. The
whole rock is surrrounded hy a wooden fence, about
four feet high; and above this, at an elevation of five
or six feet, i+ a canopy of red and green silk, in alter-
nate stripes, supported by pilia *

The outside of Sahhara Allah 1, *ncrusted with dif-
ferent hinds of marble, to half {ts height. The re
mainder is covered with little square tiles, of different
colours. The windows, of which there are four on
eacli sile of the octagon, are furnished with fine paint-
cd glaws,

QOnu the exterior of the cdifice of Sahhara, at three
or four paces distanc~ towards the east, is a fine ora-
tory. Lt is composed of a roof with cleven angles,
and suppoited by cleven antique colwnns, formed of
a reddish grey marble. Tn the centic of this oratory
is a superb httle cupola, supported by six columins m a
circle.  These, as well as the columas of the Sahhara,
\li Bey considers to have becn remains of the ancient
temple of Solomon. Therc is, m the oratory, a niche
between two  colunuins, where prayers are smd: it is a
place particularly 1eveiod, because tradition reports it
to have been the trebrnal of David. 'There are other
small oratories and detached buildings, chiefly of circu-
lar forn, sowe of which also contain columns that are
evidently of great antiquity.

As the Sahhara has cight sides, there are eight stair-
cases which lead to the platform of the building; and
the whole platform is surrounded by a balustrade.

On the castern wide of the great court of the temple
is a hall, built against the city wall. ~ The floor’ is
covered with several cloths of different colours. It is
believed that the throne of Solomon formerly stood in
thiy plece. In different parts around are several
mosques. At tuc exterior of the northern side of the
temple is sitnated K Seraia, or the palace of the gover-
nor of Jerupalem, built against the wall of the temple,
and havigg windows lmkin%into the grand court.

ehdid cdifite of El Haram has four towers
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or minarets; one at the sauth-west angle of the great
court, a second in the middle of the western side, ano-
ther at the north-west angle, and a fourth at the north-
east angle of the same court.

From Jerusalem, Pr. Clarke and his ‘fidend nade an
excursion to the estraordinary burial-places, about a
mle north-west of the city, called the sepulchres of the
kings of Judah. Tus spacious icpository for the
dead exhibits a series of subterraneous chambers,
which extend, in different directions, so as to form a
sort of labyrinth; and each chamber contains a kind of’
receptacles, which are not much larger than our
coffins.

Lethlchem, the birth-place of Jesus Christ, being only
six miles distant, the party proceeded thither. It
covers the ridge of a hill, extending from east to west,
along the southern side of a valley, and is a town of
considerable extent. The liouses are all white, and have,
a9 is usual in this country, flat roofs; but the town was
at this tune almost deserted by the inhabitants, in con-
srquence of the plague, which was raging theie wuh
fatal violence. They had fled from the contagion. aud
were seen stationed m tents along the sides of the ad-
jacent hlls.  All the inhabitauts are Christians; but
they live m continual mistrust of the Mahometans.,

‘The most consprcuous object, m Bethlehem, 1 a
monastery, crccted over the cave of the Nalwily, on
the east side of the town; and no doubt can be enter-
tamed of the accurate position of the building, with
regard to the reputed spot. Az Dr. Clarke was fearful
of visiting it, on account ot the prevalence af thy
plague, we shall have recourse to the description
which is given by Ali Bey. Ile says that, in its con-
struction, and in the strength of its walls, it resembles
a fortress. 'The only door which serves for entrance,
is so low that it is requisitc to bend the bady nearly
double to pass in byit. The npmber of monks s
about twenty. The Europeans are Roman Catholi¢s;
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the otheis are Greeks and Armenians. Al Bey was
led wto & small, dark vestibule; quitting wluch, he
entered & superb hall.  The roof of tlus was <up-
ported by forty marble columns, having ther bascs
and capitals of the Cormtly » order.  In this hall thae
15, on the left, a door which .o~mmunicates with the
ward mhabited by the Catholic monks. A <econd, on
the nght, lcads to that of the Armenmans; and o third
to that of the Greeks. One of the Gicek monhs,
having opened the door of his ward, Ah Bey passed
through 1t, into another hall, at the extremnty of wlnch
a staircase descended to a hind of grotto.  This 1s the
reputed buth-place of Jesus Christ. It has been con-
vcrted mto a chapel; and over the altaw 15 a fine
panting, of the adoration of the wise men, who are
beles cd to have come to this very place, to offer thoor
homage to the Saviour of mankmd. It 1 cmched
with many enpab oimaments, and has a great monber
of (rystal and sibver Jamps.  Before the place winch .o
represcnted to have been the manger, Al Bey observed
4 silver lamp, m the form of a heart. ‘Lls was sard to
cnclose the {n’dlt of a devout man, whose name 15 cn-
graved upon it; and who left a considerable cndow-
ment, to keep the lamp wontinually burning.

The manufactime of crualikes and beads s1yparts
mary of the inhabntants of Bethlehein, as wdil as of
Jerusalem; but the former claim a kind of exclusive
right to the <mgulu mnvilege of marking the hmbs
and bodies of pigruns with the represcntation of
crosses aud star , by means of gunpowder.

In the mmmediate viemuty of Jerusalem, and near
the bottom of the brook Kcdion, there 13 a de<cent, b
4 handvome stancase, mto a grotto.  About half way
down the <tancise are the reputed sepulchres of Jou-
“ehzm and Ann; and, m a cavity on the left, is
the sepulchie of Joscph, the husband of Mary. At
the bo'tom of the staircase, on the night, 1s a Greek
chureh, the sdnctnary of which is smd to contan the
sepulciire of the Virgin, In every sepulchic theie 1s
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an altar, but without the least ornament. Whilst
Ali Bey was here, he heard, in the church, an harmoni-
ous choir of monks, who sang, whilst the officiating
priest, habited in his sacred véstments, remained in
the >anctuary.

Among the places, in the neighbourhood of Jerusa-
leen, which ure accessible only to Mahometans; and
which Al Bey, in his disguise of a Mahomctan, was
pernitted to see, were the following:

An edifice, distant somewhat more than three hun-
dred yards south-east from the city, having the ap{:ear-
ance of an ancient Greek chureh, and denominated the
scpulchre of Duvid.  On entering this building, a pas-
<ape leads, towards the left, to the sepulchre, which is
¢nclosed by scveral doors and railings of iron. The
tmonument 15 a species of bier, covered with fine silk
~tudl, of difftrent colours, richly cmbroidered.

Another place, designated the sepulchres of Abr akane
and his family, is at some distance south of Jerusa-
}mu, und ncar the town of El Hhalil or IHebron,
about thitty miles south of Jerualem. These scpul-
chres are m a temple, which was formerly a Greek
chmreh, but is now a'mosque. The vestibule ha- two
sooms @ the one on the right is believed to contain the

epuldne of Abraham; and the other, on the left, that
of smah.  In the body of the church, and betwcen tweo
large yllavy, is seen a small honse, in which is the
sepulchre of Isaac; andl in a similar one on the left iy
that of his wife. Another vestibule of this temple is be-
heved to contain the sepulchres of Jacob and his wife.
And, at one cxtremity of the portico is a door which
Ieads through a sort of long gallery to another room,
in whieh is said to he the sepulchre of Joseph. This
patriarch died in Egypt; bnt the Mahometans as-ert
that his ashes were brought hither by the Israchtes:

The sepmichres of the patriarchs are covered with
rich carpets of green silk, ificently embroidered
with gold; and those of their wives with fed silk, simi-
larly embroidered.” "I'he sultans of Constantinople fur-
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msh these carpets, which are rencwed from time to
,tme. The rooms also which contamn the tombs are
covered with rich carpets; and the entrances to themn
arc gumded by wron gatrs and wooden doors, plated
with silver, n,nc{ secured by vclts and padlocks of the

same metal.

The Mahometans pray i all the holy places conse
erated to the memory of Jesus Chnst and the Virgio
Mary, excipt at the tomb of Chust, which they do not
acknowledge. They beheve that Christ did not de,
but that he ascended alive mnto heaven, lcaving the
hkeness of Ius face to Judas, who was condcmincd to
i for him; and that, m consequence of Judas having
been cruafied, Az body might have been contained m
this sepulchre, but not the body of Jesus Christ. Lt s fo-
this reason that they do not perfotm any act of devo-
ton at this monument, and that they ridicule the Chrs

trans for revermg it.

A4 Journey from Jerusalem, through Jaffa, to Gaza.

Tue distrance from Jerusalem to Jaffs 1s about fifty
miles. This road has long heen the pringipal 1oute Of
pilgrims, yet it 1, 10 many paits, a passage ovcr rug-
ged and pathless 1ocks It 15, moreover, mfestcd by
predatory Arabs, who find a retieat in the excavations
of the rocks, which, m former azes, were used as
sepulchres or as dwellng-places.  After several miles of
iregular country, the traveller reaches the valley of
Elak, where David first became known, by his victory
over the campion of Gath. Ile will there see the
mogntains, op the one of which stood the Philistines,
while, on the other, ““ Saul and the men of Israel were
gathered togethe=” The brook, whence Davnid * chose
lum five smooth stones,” has been noticed by many
thirsty pilgnma; for the road leads acrossit. Ile will
W through the town of Remak, situated 1 the

of an extensive plam. This, though probably
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not the place which is mentioned in the gospel of
St. Matthew, is a town of great mtiquitg; dating its
origin, apparently, from the prosperous reign of Salo-
mon. Whatever may have been its condition during
succeeding ages, 1t is ascertained to have been a popu-
lous and thriving city at the time of the crusades; and
the.country a1ound it is so fertile as to rcsemble a con-
tinued garden.

Joppa, now called Jaffa, is a small town, situated on
a hill, near the shore of the Mediterranean, and sure
rounded with fortifications. In ancient times it was
the only sea-port of Judea; and hither the wood, for
Solomon’s temple, was brought by sea, from Mount
Lebanon, previously to its being conveyed, by land, to
the Holy City. As a station for vessels, however, the
haihowr 15 so bad, that ships of burden find it necessary
to anchor at the distance of a mile from the shore.

Forty miles north from Jaffa, and also on the sea-
coast, are the extensive ruins of Cwsarea. This place,
which was no named by Herod, in honour of Avugustus
Casar, rose ripidly to splendour ; but it is now a mere
haunt of jackals and other beasts of prey. Its rujns,
however, are nteresting, as well on account of then
magmitude, as for covering a spot on which the great
apostle, St. Paul, made lus eloqjuent appeal in the pre-
sence of the king 6f Judea,

In a journey, southward, from Jaffa to Gaza, as in-
deed in many other parts of the Holy Land, the tra-
veller will find, at stated distances on the road, small
reservoits filled with water, and having, at each, a pot
for the use of the thirsty pilgrim. These have been
constructed and supported by pious and charitable per.
sons, but 1nost of them are now falling to decay.
is here very abundant. Parttridges are found in large
coveys, and so fat and heavy, thatno other weapon tharm®
a stick is requisite to kill them. But, at the same time,
the traveller meets with an immensé number of lizards,
serpents, vipers, scorpions, &c. The multitude of
flies is such, that sometimes the camels become-almost
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mad; and roll themselves upon the ground and among
the bushes, to get rid of them. “%ut (observes Al
Bey, in the account of his journcy through this part
of the Foly land) what shall I <ay of the ants? Lct
* the reader miagine an immense ant-hill, extending over
the ecarth, for three days' jourrey, and he will have
some idea of what I have absolutely scen.  The 1oad
is a continued ant-hill, covered with the eggs and the
remains of these little animals; and upon the whole of
this space are scen myriads of ants, running in all di-
rections, to complete their daily Jabours.”

All the villages, along this route, are situated upon
heights, The houses are low, covered with thatch, and
smrounded with plantations and finc kitchen-gardens.
The country is hilly, and, in many parts, covered with
olive-trecs and plantations of tobatco. Nearly the
whole district betwixt Jaffa and Gaza 1s baantful. It
consists of round, undulating hills, covered with «xich
soil, and the richest and fincst vegetation imaginable;
yet there is not a single river in all the district.
dcareely a spring is to be scen; and all the water which
the inliabitants have to drink, is collected in tanks and
cisterns, during the rainy scason.

Gaza is a considerable town, advantageonsly situated
on an cminence, and smrounded by gardens. 1t iy
supposed to contain about five thousand inhabitants.
JIhe streets are very narrow, and the houscs, most of
which also have gardens, aie almost all without win-
dows.  El Seray, or the governor's mansion, appears
to be conadere sle; and El Mehkeme, or  the tribunal,”
which is the residence of the kadi or judge, is a vast
edifice. The adjacent country abounds i a coarse
kind of marble, of the finest white colour, of which all
the principal cdifices in Gaza are built. This town
‘eontains miny mosques, the largest of which was
formerly an ancient Greek church, of fine appear-
ance: the Turks have added te it several buildings,
but they are in a bad taste, and do not harmonize with
the other parts of the edifice, ‘LI'he markets are well
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supplied, and provisions are cheap. There are severil
shops for mercbandise, but they do not ?resent any
very favourable idea of the commerce of the town.
Gaza is nearly surrounded, and to a considerable ex-
tent, with gardens and olive-grounds. The inhabitants
arg chiefly a mixture of Arabs and ‘Turks.

I'rom Gaza we myst return, northward, to Acre, for
the purpose of accompanymg Ali Bey, in a journey
thence through Damascus and Aleppo to Antioch.

Fourth ap's Instruction.’

THE I1I0LY LAND CONCLUDED.

Narrative of Avt Bev's Journey from Acre, through
Damascus and Aleppo, to Antioch and Sonvwdia.

I'rom .Icre Ali Bey proceeded, across the plain, to
MNazareth, The road thence to Damascus, led him
through Cana and Tiberias, to the northern ‘coast of
the Sea of Galilee, Here he found a kkan of con-
siderable dimensions, but in a ruinous state; and, in 1ts
vicimity, were several plantations of rice. All the ad-
jacent country is frequented by the wandermng tribes of
Bedouin Arabs, who often commit depredations on ca~
ravans and other travellers, -

The river Jordun, before it falls into the lake, is nei-
ther wide nor decp, but its current is rapid. At
Jucol’s bridge, the usual place of crossing, it§ width is
about twenty-one yards. Its banks arc‘covered with
reeds and other aquatic plants; and there are distdnt
1aountains on each side.

North-castward of the sea of Galilee, the country is
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so barren as to present the appearance’ of volcanic de-
stryction. From Jacob’s bridge to the village of Sassa,
the whole graund is covered with volcanic remains: all
is black and porous. It gave Ali Bey an idea of tra-
velling throngh the infernal regior,~.  As he approached
Sassa he observed nany volcanic mounds and holes, or
crevices, of frightful size. The latter contamed water
as black as ink, and almost always fetid.

On the morming of the 22d of August, he breakfasted
at a khan, not very far distant fyom Damascus. On-
ward fiom this spot may be traced indications of the
near approach to a great city; numerous towns and vii-
lages being sccn on all sides. At half past eight, having
ascended some hills which had bounded the horizon,
he discovergd gn immensc plain which had a runge of
mountains towards the north. Ile particularly 1emack
ed one mountain, which was somewhat insulated fiom
the athers, of pyramidal form and gigantic sizc; and,
at it4 foot, he distinguished, among an infinity of gar-
dens, the minarets of the mosques of Damascus. The
plain, also, was scattered over with villuges embosomed
1n trees and orchards.

After having taken 3 few minutes' reposs at one of
the villages, situated among the gardens of Damascus,
he coutinued his journey, and, about noor, arived at
the city.

‘A Aeséription of Damascus.

The traveller, on approaching this place, believes he
sees, before him, a vast camp of conical tents, each
ﬂ:'ed ten or twelve fect above the surfacle of l:he earth;

oD a pearer oach, he perceives that these appa-
refit tents are ~1:?£g:1ity of coxml cupolas, which sle?vag
as roofi to the houses in the suburbs of the city. 'They
are all smoothly covered with a coat of reddish white
reash, which gives them a neat appearance.

The kodses in the interior of the city, have geneu]ly
two storics and flat roofs. They have. but few win-
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dows, small doors, and unadorned fronts. This appear-
ance, joined to the silence which rc'ilem in the streets,
gives a dull aspect to the place. Thae streets are well
paved, and have elevated footpaths at the sides. It has
been asserted that Damascus contains four bundred
thousand inkabitanis ; but this calculation is much ex-
aggerated.

The grand mosque is magnificent, on account of its
extent, At the outside of the entrance is a superb
- fountajn, the water of which is thrown to the height of
twenty feet; and around it is a coflce-house, which is
continually crowded with the idlers of the city. In the
mterior of the mosque is a large court, surrounded with
galleries and atches, resting on square pillars; and, in
the middle of this court, is another fountain, with a
grove on each side. From the court is the entrance to
the principal hody of the mosque, which eontaing three
nnmense naves or aisles, each near four hundred feet
long, composed of arches slightl{epointed, resting upon
large columns and pillars.  In the middle of the central
nave are four enormous columns, which supporta mag-
mficent cupola of stone.  The remainder of' the mosque
is roofed with timher. On the left of this  nave is a
small wooden house, which is supposed to contain the
<cpulchre of John the Baptist: itis adorncd with blinds,
gilding, ornaments of gold, and arabesque paintings.
A great number of iron and wooden frames, in the form
of cages, are suspended from all Yarts of the roof of the
mosque; these are destined to hold small Jamps during
the illumination nights. The other mosques are not
worth describing.

Damascus, like other Mahometan towhs, has no
square or public place, The practice of leaving o
spaces in the middle of cities, to ventilate and embe
them, i< entirely unknown to Mahometans, The more
urgent necessity, of guarding againist the rays, of a con«
tinually burning sun, has occasioned them, in genertdl,
10 restrict the width of their stroets. There are, how-
ever, some tolerably wide streets in Damastus, and
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principally in the quarter where the palace of the pasha,
or governor, is situated. This building 15 so completely
surrgunded with houses, that the large gate of cntrance
can alone be seen.  The castle faces the pasha’s palace.
‘Phts fortiess may serve to keep th > people n ane, but
1t would be uscless as a defince aganst a foreyrn enc-
my, becanse 1t 15 situated i the middle of the aity, and
hias only one range of walls, a lhttle lughu than the
houses which surround 1t.

Lhe provisions, as well as merchandise of Damascus,
are s0ld m shops arranged on both sides of the strects.
These are abundantly fuwmshed. Some of thcm are
ahmost encumbcred with merchandise; pamcul'mly the
silk warehouses, wlich contain mmmense stores” In
other warchouses may be found the fine cloths of
India and Persia, but most of she cloths sold 1t Da-
mascus aie manufactured i the place. These artides
are m such abundance, that there aie several streets of
warelouses filled with them. The bazass are, m
general, covered with wooden viandas, winch have
windows open 1n the upper pait. Next to the waie-
louscs of silks and cottons, the shops of the saddlers are
supposed to be the most numcrous, and to occupy the
second degiee of emincnce mn the aty lhose two
bianches of commerce a1e cariied on to'a great (atent
here, because Tukey, Cgypt, Afitca, and Arabiy, con-
sume the silks, and the articles of leather are purchased
by the Arabs, who mhabit the vast deserts, winch
extend as fu as Bagdad and Medina, and who have no
market 1t wlich they can buy mn preference to Da-
inascus,

The armorers form alvo one of the principal bodies
of meichants 1n this place. They were formaly much
celebrated, for the manufacture of sabres; but the sabres
which aré now made herc, aie not of superior tem-
per to those of Tutkey.  Soap-boilers, smiths, and
shoemakars, occngz a great number of streets. A
eircumstanly, which proves the immense commerce
of thi -place, 1¢ the “multitude of carpenters who
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are employed, through the whole year, in making
gacking-cases for the different articles:that are sold
ere.

The crowd which fills the bazars forms a singular con-
trast to the sblitude of the other streets of the city. In
all the bazars there are small ovens, where persons are
cdntinually employed in baking cakes and various kinds
of pastry, The barber’s shops, established near the
bazar, are ornamented with arabesque paintings, look-
ing-glasses, gilt insciiptions, &c. with a view to draw
custom. There are also coffeeshouses filled with peo-
ple at all hours of the day, forming an asscmblage of
whites, blacks, mulattoes, and every cast of colour,
nation, and religion, except Furopeans. The bazars
also contain baths, which have a magnificent appear-
ance.

The provision-markels surpassy “in abundance, tlre
bazars. The quality of the different articles is excel-
lent; and there is prohably no country in the world
supplied with better food than this. The meat is fat
and delicate; the vegitables, herbs, and roots, are ex-
tremely tender; the succulent fruits are sweet, and of
great size. Game of all sorts is abundant. The honey
and milk are declicious; and the bread is whiter and
better than that which is usually made in Europe.

Water 1s so abundant at Damascus, that every house
has several founmtain<. Canals run through all the
stieets, and their ramification is very curious. They are
furnished by two riversy which, after uniting, divide into
seven branches, by means of which the distribution is
effected to all the quarters of the city. One of the
rivers rises at the distance of eight hpurs’ journey west-
ward from the city, in a desert place, now called Bar-
rada, but anciently denominated Arfana. The spring
is abundant, but the water is of bad quality, and would.
not be drinkable if it were not mxxeg with that of the
other river, called Frichée or Farcana, which*rises near
a village at some distance north of Damascus.

The different Christlan cutymunitics in this place



46 A DESCRIPTION OT DAMASCUS.

have each a church. There are a Greek, a Maronite, a
Syriun, and ap Armenian church; and several conventd.
The Greek Cgtholic priests hive m a_singular manner.
They go among the inhabuw ts, who provide them
supper and lodging. In the mornig the§ say M1ss, n
the house where they have passed the might; breakfast
is then served to thewn, and they 1etire, after recerving 1
amall sum of money. Itis by thus gomg fiom house
to house that they are mamtamed.

The number of mosgues and chapels 15 alinost mcon-
ceivable; hut there 1s nothing handsome in any of them,
except m the mosque Zekia, which contains an hospital
for sick poor. In the middle of this edifice 15 a supah
cupola, surrounded by seve1al smaller ones, and accom-
panied by two slender and Jofty minarets.

he cimate of Damas u» 18 1 general mild. It
not too cold m winte: ; and althoagh the heat of swinm »
1> sometimes very great, this heat 1> moderated by the
freshness of the waters, the shade of th» tices, and the
close arrangement of the houses.  There are some ycars
m which snow falls iIn the aty. but it fulls every year
upon the surrounding mouuntams. ‘Fherc 1, hlom any
rain from Apiil to November, but raun {4V, 1cgnlarly
and modcratcly durmg the other months of the yewm

The dress of the inkabitants of Dama cus 152 minture
of the costume of Arabs and ''arks; and the Arab
cloah, with broad stupes, 15 very comunion.  The high
T'urkish cap1s worn only by the 'L'urks, or very rarely
by the Arabs. The "atter wsvally covar thesr heads
with a red cap of a monstivus size, which hangs more
than half a foot behmd them, and covers the back of
sherr nechs. A shaw] of striped muehin or silk, passing
round the head, beneath the pendant part of the cap,

uces a whimsical and awkward bhead-diess. They
also weax a kind of shirt or cloak of striped black and
white stuff, loaded with embroidery of difeient colours.
The women -go out, covered from head to foot with
large coariff gotton veils. They also wear enor-
nmious pantaloons. Women of all ranks wear a hand-

v
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herchief of transparent silk, generally yellow, with
flowers pamnted uponit. This covers the whole of the
fice; and with therr ymmense white veils, gives them
the appearance of walking spectres. But many of
them thiow their handkerchiefs over their forchead, so
that their faces are covered only by their ved, which
thes open and close at pleasme. The women of Da-
mascus are generally metty. some of them are very
beautiful.  They have all a far skin, with a good
tolour  The wmen have a wmasculine aspect, a fine eo-
lour, and are well proportioned.

Damascus 1s sutrounded by awlls, wih towers and
ditches, but these works are halt m ruiny, and are notmn
Ustate to withstand aregublar attack.  he true defence
of the place congists 1 its g udens, whach, forming a
forest of trees, and a labyrmth of hedges, walls, and
dicches, tor more than seven leagues m circumference,
would present no small impedunent to a Hahometan
army.

For the pumipose of avathng himself of the security of
travelling with a caravan, which was stationed at a httle
distance fiom Pamascus, and was about to proceed to
Aleppo, Al Bey mounted his horse, and lelt Pamascus
on Saturd iy, the 29th of August. Having pioceeded,
for morc than an hour, through the nudst ot gardens,
he advanced, towards the north-west, along a plam, ou
wlhich were several villages; and, befote the close of the
day, he atrned at a khan, where he jomned the caravan,
It connsted of about three hundred beasts of burden,
mules, horses, camels, and asses ; and of & gieat num-
ber of travellers, men, women, and children.

On the ensuing marning the party pirocceded, in a
somewhat northerly direction, through a defile, over a
.ange of moantains, and along an extensive plaine  The
country, 1n gencral, was barren. v

[About thirty miles east of the road, and on a Yisng
ground, near the extremity of a plain, stand the remaing
of the city of Balbec, anciently called Heliopolis., 1t
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has now about five thousand inhabitants, of which a
few are Christians; but they are poor, and withont
either trade or manufactures. The present town is cn-
¢ompassed by 2 wall; aad, at its eastern extremity, are
the most considerable ruins. These are chiefly the rc-
mains of a magnificent temple, the portico of which i«
peculiarly grand, but disfigured by two mosques built
upon its ruins. Behind it a six-sided eourt, into which
the portico leads, has been adorned with splendid build-
ings; but they are now in a most dilapidated atate,
though cnough is still left to denote their ancient
grandeur. The walls are adorned with pilasters, in the
Cormthian order of architecture, and with niches fin
statues. The door-ways are finely ornamented, and
the part of the building abeve the pilasters, is richly
adorned with festoons. A colonnade which surround-
ed the whole has been destr’f%ed, and the pedestals
only of the columns remain. e wholc court is cover-
¢d with breken columns, capitals, and other parts of the
buildings. A quadrangular court beyond this, has the
ruins of magnificent edifices, much in the same style.
Beyond these two courts stood the body of the temple;
but of this there are, at present, very few remains,

At a little distance there is another temnple, in a state
somewhat more perfect; and not far from this a third,
whieh has been of cirenlar form. In the south-west
part of the city is a single Doric ¢olumn of considcrablc
height. It is remarkable for having, on its top, a small
basin, whick h~s & communication with a channel cut
longitudinally down the side of the column, and five or
six inches deeps  Tradition relates, that water was for-
merly conveyed from the basin through this channel;
hut {ow the basin was supplied with water, is not
known. :

The smah part of the city which is at present in-
habited, is near the circular temple, and to the south
and sgililiswest of it, Built into the city walls arc many
fra;  of architectutal ornaments, some of which
have,npon'them the remains of Greek inscriptions.]
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The caravan passed through Homs, a town which is
said to contan from twenty-five to thirty thousand
Mahometans, and about three hundred Christians. 1t
has a great number of mosques, with high detached
minatets; two Greek churches, and one Syrian church.
Its bazars or markets are well supplied, and ave _inces-
santly filled with people. This place has a arket for
silk stuffs, and one large and several small khans,
The strects are well paved, but the houses, being bult
of a dark-coloured stone, present a dull appearance.
‘The walls are surrounded by a space forming mnumera-
ble burymg-grounds, which indicate 1ts great popula-
tion.

The country which the caravan traversed, beyond
Homs. was clevated; and the plane of 1t was so extens
sive, that, towards the cast, there was an almost un-
bounded horizon : westward the view was terminated
by the chain of Lebanon, the ascent to which com-
mences at the distance of about two leagues and a half
from the road.

(As Al Bey accompanied a carasan which travelled
in a direct Iine to the place of its destmation, he wa>
unable to visit the splendid rums of Palmyra or Taduwos
m the Desof. These are about a hundred nules
east from Homs, and at the northern extiemity of the
sandy wa-tes of Arahia. It is probable that the sands
must here have encroached upon a territory which once
was ferule; but, as there is no river m its vicimty, the
situation is cqually surprising for a capital of such opti«
lence as this must once have been.

Palmyra is at prcsent approached through a nanow
plain, Imed, as 1t were, w 1&1 remains of antiquity; and,
by a sudden expanse of the view, the eye is presented
with the remams of some of the most splendid objects
;hat can be imagined. The temple of the sun, as it 1
usually denominated, is now in ruis; but the access to
it is through a vast number of Corinthian colwiins of
white marble, the grandeur and beauty of which cannot
be conveyed in any written description. Superb arches,

A
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amuzing columns, a colonnade extending four thousand
feet in length, and terminated by a noble mausoleum,
teraples, porticgs, columns, and numerous architectural
ornaments, all in a fine style of execution, and of the
most beautiful waterials, appear on every side, but so
dispersed and disjuinted, that it 1. impossible to form
trom them any idea of the appearance of the whole
when perfect.  These extraordinary ruins are strongly
contrasted with the miserable huts of the Arabs, who
reside among then.

Nothing but ocular proof could convince any one
that a city so superb as this, formerly ten miles m cir-
comterence, could exist m the midst of what now an
tracts of barren and ummnbabitable sands. It 15, Low-
ever. certain, that Palmyia was once the capital of a
great kingdom, the pride of the eastern would; and
that its merchants dealt with the Romans, and witl
people of other nations, tor the merchandises and husu-
rics of India and Arahia. The Asiatics, Mahometans,
Christians, and Jews, believe that both this city and
Balbee owce therr origin to Solomon; and the 1uns of
both would afford ideas worthy of his power and riches;
but edifices in the Greeian style of architceture, must
be referred to a period posterior to the reign of this
wonarch. Palmyra was destroyed in the wais with
the Romans, under the emperor Awclian; and Jus-
tinian made some efforts to restore its ancicnt splendour,
but without oftcet, for it dwindled, by degrees, to ats
present state.]

After having passed through two or three villages, the
caravan arrived at a city called Hama, in a delightful
sitnation, on the bank of the Orontes.  Part of this city
stands on an elevated plain, and the other part descends,
in the form of an amphitheatre, to the river, on the oppo-
site side of which it encloses, within its preciucts, a
mountain of considerable height.

Many of the houses arc built of stone, but the great-
est number bave only their lower parts so constructed,
whlst the upper parts are of brick, covered with white
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marl. There are several houses in the suburhs,
crowned with conical cupolas, like those in the
suburbs of Damascus. The streets are, in general,
narrow and irregular; but the principal streets, which
form the bazars, are tolerably otraight and wide, and
several of them are covered over.

The bazars are numerous, and abundantly farnished
with provisions and merchandise. ‘I'he crowd of per-
sons in them is sometimes immense. There are several
bandsome and well-frequented coffee-houses, and many
mosques.  Some of the private edifices are built in the
Ewopean style, with large windows.

The 1iver, over which are two bridges, is enclosed
between houses and charining gardens.  [ts water
bounds, in cascades, over numerous dikes, placed one
above another, across the stream, for the purpose of
directing the water upon scveral hydraulic wheels,
which raise it, to its different destinations, by aqueducts
supported upon arches; one of which appeared to be
very bandsome.

The population of Hama is said to be double that of
Homs, and the inhabitants are chiefly Arabs.

The caravan reached Aleppo about three o'clock in
the afternoon of the 9th of Septeraber. This city,
which is called [{aleb by the Arabs, is frequented, on
account of its commerce, by great numbers of Euro-
peans, and by persons from nearly every nation. Ilence
it is almost as well known as an European city.

A description of Aleppo

[Aleppo is usually considered the metropolis of
Syria. Though inferior to Constantinople in magni-
tude, population, opulence, and splendour, it is superior
o that city in the salubrity of its atmosphere, the so-
lidity and elegance of its private buildings, and in the
neatness and convenience of its streets. In commer-
cial advantages it has, of late, much declined; but it
still maintains a considerable tradc. It is encompassed,

D2
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at the distance of a few miles, by a circle of lills,
which, in general, are rocky, scantily provided with
springs, ang totally dew. 'tnte of trees, but which afford
good pasture fbr sheep and goats.

Including its suburbs, Aleppo ~ccupies eight small
hills, the intermediate valleys, and a considerable extent
of flat ground ; comprehending, in the whole, a circuit
of about seven nules; but the cty itself 1s not more
than threc miles and a half m ciremt. It is sur-
rounded by a wall, now nearly in ruins, and has nine
gates.  One of the northern gates is behieved to have
buen the residence of the prophet Elyah; and lamps are
kept continually burning in 1t, in commemoration of
him. 'The castle, which stands on a hill, near the north-
cast corner of the aity, is cncompassed by a broad and
deep ditch. The mosques, minarcts, and numerous
enpolas, form a splendid spectacle; and the flat rvofs of
the houses, on the sides of the lls, present a sucees-
sion of terraces, interspersed with ¢y press and poplar-
trees.

Aleppo is, for the most pazt, a well-built city, The
sty eets arc well paved, and hoader and better arranged
than those of most eastern eitics.  They a1e 1emarkably
clean, and have a commodious foot-way on cach side,
raised abgut six inches. The mosques are numerous,
and sevem or cight of them are magnificent. The
khans or caravanserns are large, and well adapted to
the accommodation of caiavans and travellers. The
bazare arelofty stone edifices, arranged m the form of
tong galleries, and arched above, or roofed with wood,
Those streets which contain shops for the necessaries of
life, are also called bazars: they are defended from the
heat of the sun, by mats spread on wooden rafters,
which project from each side. The bazars are shut at
sun-set, and arc guarded by watchmen, cach furnished
with a pole and a lamp; and there are gates and watch-
men tQ e principal streets, hy which they are se-
cure$dm nocturnal brawls and” depredations. The
husgbrums, or public baths, do not contribute much to the
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embellishment of the city, for their fronts are very sim-
ple; but the coffee-houses, which are spacions und
handsome, attract the notice of strangers. They are
gaudily painted, and are furmshed with matted plat-
forms and benches. Those of the better sort hayé vach
a fountain in the middle, and a gallery for musicians,

‘The palace of the pasha is near the castle, and is an
ancient and extensive bmlding, surrounded by a strong
and lofty wall. The principal part of it contains the
apartments of the pasha, his harem, household, and
pages. The 100fs of nearly all the houses are flat; and
arc plastered with a composition of mortar, tar, ashes,
and sand, which, m time, becomes very hard, These
flat roofs or terraces are separated by party-walls;
and, during the summer, most of the inhabitants <leep
on them,

The_fuel used here is wood and charcoal; and that
employed in heating the baths, consists chiefly of the
dried dung of animals. The latter, both in the drying
and burning, is very offensive.  Aleppo is supplied
with water by means of an aqueduct, fiom two springs
about eight miles distant.

There 15 only one pubhie burying-ground within the
walls ; but, on the outside of the walls, the cemeterics
are of great cxtent, and the white tombs and grave-
stones are visible to a comsiderable distance. The
gardens, in the vicinity of the city, are very cxtensive,
and being well watered, by canals running through
them, or by means of machinery, they supply an
abundance of excellent fruit and vegetables, particularly
olives, grapes, pomegranates, mulberrics, and pistacluo-
nuts; and they contribute both to the health and amnse-
wment of the inhabitants.

The heat is here sometimes almost insupportable.
The spring commences in February. Early in May
the corn begins to appear yellow; and in a few weeks
it is reaped, After this the face of the country has a
barren and desolate appearance. The trees, however,
xetain their leaves till the beginning of December, and



54, A DESCRITTION OF ALEPFO.

no persons have fires till nearly the middle of that
month. The most rigorous part of winter commences
about this time, and lasts forty days; but, though there
is almost always frost, mauy years pass without snow.
Earthguakes are of frequent oc..rrence, but they are
generally so slight as to do no injury. .

The number of inkabitants is supposed to be about
two hundred and thirty-five thousand, of which two
bhundred thonsand arc T'urks, thirty-thousand are
Christians, and five thousand are Jews. 'The language
usually spoken by the natives is the vulgar Arabic. In
stature the people are, in general, somewhat slender;
bur they are neither vigorous nor active. Their com-
plexion is fair, and their eyes are, for the most part,
black: their hair is black, or of a dark chesnut colour;
and they dress in the eastern style.

The Europeans, or Franks, as they are called, who
reside at Aleppo, consist chiefly of Englishmen, French-
men, Venetians, Dutchmen, Italians, or Germans.
They live near each other, and have doors of commu-
nication on the terraces of their houses; and can make
an cextensive circuit without descending into the streets.
The Fnglish factory consists of a consul and ten mer-
chants; a chaplain, chancellor, physician, and an offi-
cer who walks before the consul, carrying a staff tip-
ped with silver, and takes care of all letters and
digpatches.

‘The chief commodities produced or manufactured in
the pldace and ne’ thbourhood, are dried fruits of various
kinds, copper, silk stuffs, and coarse cloths. The
foreign commodities which constitute the commerce of
Aleppo, are the merchandise of India, such as shawls
and muslins; European productions, cdthineal, indigo,
sugar, and coffee.]

On Saturday, the 26th of September, Ali Bey quit.
ted this city, accompanied by a few servants and an
escort of five fusileers. The latter he took only to a
little distance, as a guard against the Bedouins and
other robbers which. infest most of the roads in the
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vicmity of Aleppo. Directing his course towards the
north-west, he passed through a desert country, whoally
composcd of calearcous rock.  Beyond this was a
large and fine plain, stndded with numerous villages.
In all these were to be seen the remains of anesent
edifices. At almost every shop he beheld fragmeuts
ot corpices, colnmns, and other architectural orna-
ments. This plain was succeeded by a rugoed and
mountamous district, containing the Lake of Anteoch,
the waters of which discharge themsclves into the river
Orontes,  Ali Bey followed the banks of the Orontes,
and, not long afterwards, entered the southern gate of
Antioch.

[This city was, anciently, the residence of the
monarchs of Syria, and, from its size and magnificence,
was terined the Queen of the BEast.  Its population, at
one time, is sad to have amounted to ncarly half a
million of persons. It was thg customary i1cadence
of the Roman governors of S¢ria; and was the place
where the emperors usually assembled their armies, in
their wars agamst the Persians.

Modern Antioch, which contains not more than
fifteen thousand Mahometans and three thousand
Chistians, occupies but a small part of the ancient
city. Of that city a vast line of walls still exists.
These are more than half a league in diameter, and en-
compass scveral considerable enuncnces.  They are of
stone, half-ruined ; and have towers at unequal distances.
Along the heights towards the south-cast they are in the
best state; and are about forty feet high, and six or
seven feet in thickness. The space between the walls
and the modern town is occupied by an extensive range
of plantations, of mulberry, apricot, olive, and pom-
granate-trees. Many of the rocks which are contained
in them, are full of catacombs; and in one place there
is an aqueduct of three arches, hewn out of thé solid
rock,

The houses of the modern towr are small, but neatly
built of stone, and tiled, They, in general, cohsist of
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two stories, with a square in the centre; and are light-
ed by small arched windows. The strects are narrow,
hut have elevated font-pavements at the sides. In
various parts of the town and neighbourhood are the
remains of churches and aquedu ts, but none of them
appear to be deserving of attention.

The inhalitants of this place are chiefly employed
in the production and manufacture of silk, which
yields them a considerable profit.]

Fiom Antioch, Ali Bey proceeded, m a westerly di-
rection, to Swedin or Souvadia, a miserable hamlet on
the bank of the Orontes, and about a mile and a half
from the sea. Tt tukes its name fiom the ancient city
of Seleucia; but, at present, it consists only of a small
house belonging to the Aga or governor, and four or
tive hovels which are used as storehouses for merchan-
dise. Tt was anciently enclosed by walls of greas
strength and extent, and adorned with temples and
-other sunmiptuous edifices; but of these scarcely 2 wreck
is now to be scen, At Souvadia Ali Bey embarked in
a vessel for Asia Minor, which country will now de-
mand our attention.

Fiftly Pap’s Instruction.

ASIA MINOR.

Narrative of @ Journcy from Scutaria, on the Straits of
Constantinaple, to Scanderoon; and thence, through
Iconium and dntioch, to Constantinople. From the
Travels of Captain Joux Macooxarp KinwEir,

Cavtary KiNNEIR, an officer in the service of the
English East India Company, left Constantinople on
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the 2d of September, 1813, and crossed the Bosphorus,
for the purpose of exploring some of the most impor-
tant parts of Asia Minor. He landed near Scutari;
and, accompanicd by one servant, and a Tatar or
official messenger of the Turkish government, he pro-
cecded thence to Gebsa, the ancient Liybi.rm. This is
asmall and dirty town, chiefly remarkable for a tumulus,
or hillock, supposed to have been the tomb of Annibal,
who here swallowed poison, to free himself from the
persccutions of the Romans, The nest day he tra-
versed a wooded valley, and on the day following,
gamned the summit of a chain of mountains which bor-
der the Lake .lscanius. This lake appearved to be
shaded by forests and mountains, on all sides except
towards the east, where a plain, cight or ten miles in
breadth, extended, along the foot of the hills, to the
town of Nice, at 1ts south-eastern extremity.

Niee was a city of considerable importance m the
time of 'I'rajan; for Pliny the younger, when preetor
of Bithyma, mentions its theatre and gymnasium, or
edifice adapted for the practice of feats of strength
and agility. It subscquently became an apostolic see,
and 1s famous f{or two councils which were held here;
the first under Constantme, A. D). 325, and the last in
the reign of Licne, 787.

Bemg desirous of examining the place, Captain Kin-
nier was first conducted to the Greeh church; a small
and ancient building, ornamented with a pavement, in
mosaic, of different coloured marbles; and with three
figures upon the wall, exccuted in mosaic, with small
peces of gilded glass. Tt contained a beautiful sarco-
phagus or coffin, of white marble; and there were some
Greck mscriptions and figures.  From this bnilding he
was led aci0ss some tobacco-ficlds, to the ruin ofa palace
or amphitheatre, situated on an emincnce, and com-
manding a fine view of the lake. A small part of the
wall, and nearly the whole foundation, were left, 211 had
the firmness and consistency of rock. There were
twelve subterrancous apartments or vaults, which had,

» 38 .
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probably, been intended for the reception of the wild
heasts that had been exhibited: they were connected
with each other by narrow aperturcs, each about two
feet and a half in width. Near that part of the wall
which runs parallel with the lake, Captan Kinneir
ascended a lofty tower, which . >mmanded a view of
the whole cify. The walls are about four miles mn
circuit, and twenty-five feet high; and ncarly the whole
area within them is covered with gardens of pome-
granate-trees, and fields of tobacco. The present town
consists of about one hundred wretched hovels, built
of timber and mud. He was subsequently conducted
to several mosques, embellished with columns of marble
and granite; the remains of other buildings, the sites of
which are marked by vast and shapeless heaps of 1ub-
bish, secattered over the surface of the ground. Close
to one of the gates is an ancient aqueduct, which stild
supplics the town with water from the mountuins,
Nice contains many ancient monuments ; and, were 1t
under a hiberal government, the beauties and advan-
tages of 1ts sitnation would render it a flourishing and
elegant town,

Immedately on quitting this place, Captain Kinneir
entered 2 narrow and uncultivated valley, through
which he continued to travel for about ten miles.  Be-
yond the village of Khoristan, the 10ad <xtended, over
a range of mountains, into a valley, and thence, upon
an ancient Roman road, about twenty fcet wide, con-
structed of large flag-stoncs. The country, for many
miles, was mo.ntainous; but in some of the valleys,
the gardens of peach, apricot, walnut, plum, and
pear-trees were loaded with fruit.

At Sugat, a small town on the banks of the Sangar,
and famous w8 having been the residence of Othman,
the founder of the Turkish empire, Captain Kinneir
hired a dirty and unfurnished apartment, but could

ocure no refreshment; therefore, hungry as he was,

e was obliged to go to rest without his supper. He liad
provid¢d himself, at Constantinople, with a small car-
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pet, a pillow, and a counterpane, so that he was always
independent, with regard to sleeping; and he never
used the beds or cushions of the natives, which invari-
ably abound with vermmn. On all occasions, he also
carefully avoided the post-houses, where, he says, the
traveller 13 shown mnto a filthy coffee-room, divided
mto small boxes, separated by railings, and frequented
by all the rabble of the place. In Sugat, the houses
are built of timber and mud, and arc, in general, two
stonles lngh, with projecting veiandas, and roofed with
red tiles.

Fiom this place he eontinued his route, through a
vaned country of mountains, valleys, and plains; many
patts of which had ancicntly been covered with towns
and villiges; and he saw, scattered about, many mnte-
resting remamns of antiquuty.

In the cvenng of the 19th of September he sud-
denly bchdd the aity of Angora, distant about twelve
miles. It secemed to crown the summits of a success
sion of small hulls; and its glittering munarets and bat.
tlements, bemg beautifully tinged by the 1ays of the
setting sun, rcheved the hitheito bleak uniformity of
the scencry; but the mght closed fast, and 1t was past
nine o'cloch, before he reached the house of the Eng-
Lish consul, to whom he had letters of introduction.

Angora s situated on several small hills, encircled
by a range of mountuns towaids the north and east.
The castle acenpies the sumnit of a lofty roch, but is
now mn a 1umous condition.  The city walls are also in
a mouldering state. The houses are principally built
of buck and wood, and are, in gencral, two stories
high, with projecting verandas. 'I'hc inhabitants are
about twenty thousand 1 number, of which one third
are said to be Armemans of the Catholie persuasion.
The trade of Angora 13 principally in the hands of the
Armenians, who mmport cloth and colonial produce
fiom Smyrna, and makhe thewr returns m a fine kind of
camlet of different colours, mamifactured from the
silky hair of a goat which 13 peculiar to this province.



60 KINNEIR'S JOURNEY FROM

" Until his arrival at Angora, Captain Kinnewr had
continued his Furopean dress. Here, however, hc
resolved to change it for a Turkish habit, as the latter
is considered absolutcly necessary to the safety and
convenience of Europcan iravellers, through the dif-
ferent governments of ‘Turkey.

Equipped in his Turkish attire, he accompanied the
consul on a visit to one of the most wealthy Armenan
merchants in the place.  They entered, through a
small arched door, into a square comt which had a
fountain in the centre. This conrt was surrounded by
apartments and balconics, and had a flight of steps in
ane corner, which led to the top of the house, where
it is customary to sit after sun-set. An old woman
and four young ladies were here reclming on velvet
cushions, each employed in spinning, with a distaff, the
fleece of the Angora goat. At the entiance of the
visitors, the old lady ordered one of her daughters to
prepate coffee and swectmeats, which she wmnediately
did; and she shortly afterwards seived them up to the
guesta,

In lus examination of the city. Captam Kmnewr wa-
eonducted to the remains of what has been considere
a temple of Augustus, built of wlite marble, and alto

ether an interesting edifice.  He copied here a Gradk
mscription, which oceupied him seven days.  The castle
s a building wlhich apparently owes its origin to the
Tutks. At the top of the rock, on which it stands, arc
the statues of two lions in white marble; on¢ of thou
as large as hfi, and the other of colossal size. An
adjoming mosque ahounds with’ beautiful columns;
and, m one part of the wall, Captain Kinneir observed
ten pedestals of pillars arranged in order; and, in
several other parts of the place, he remarked many 1m-
portant rema’ns of antiquity.

The next town of importance at which he stopped
was Ooscaly the residence of Chapwan Oglu; at this
time the Meést powerful.chief in Asia Minor, and, in
everytg‘espect, independent of the Grand Scignior. Be-
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ing 2 man of great talent and enlightened understand-
ing, all his schemes and entcrprizes had been attended
with success, and, 1n the course of a few years, he had
estabhished his mdependence, and had greatly tncreased
Iis turmtories  These he had improved, by encou-
1agmg agnculture and carefully avoiding such oppres-
<xc measures as have scittered desolation and ruin
throughout the other Aswatic provinces of Turkey
Captam Kmnerr was mtroduced to this cluef, and was
1ecarved by lum, with politeness and digmty, in a mag-
mificent apartment, sutroundcd with sophas of crimson
vedvet, finweed with gold, and opening mto a garden
of orngc-trees  oinan ented with a marble basin and a

utun  Jh counttnmee wis henevolent, and hie
boud w whitc 1 snow  On being informed that his
2ucst mtended to visit Caesarca and Larsus, he rephed
that, 1 th rowd wis, m miny places, wfested by ban-
dittr, he v onld stnd with him a guard, and give hm
Leetess 10 the govarniors of the dufferent disuicts through
which nc shonld pass.

In his 1ambles, one movming, through the streets of
Jos at, om tiaveller met the prince’s youngest som,
o w  going 1 hunting, accompanied by about twen-

horscmen He was a remrkably handsome youth,

it sixtcen v us ol ¢, nehly dressed, and mount-

on 1 white courscr, mgnificently caparisoned, with

U ousimgs of crimson vilvet, embossed with gold  His

w  bo ie by 2 page m his nght hind he held a

va mihe v followed hy scvaral couples of grey-

nol  Inthe v mng, Chapw a Oghe himselt took

vdrve mln state coachy a massy bt superb machine,
urann by siv piebald hoises

Lh pilace 19 a very extcnsive building, divided mto

sw s of apatments, long gallenes, and different
courts wmd oardens, all ot wlich are suroundcd by
high walls It bult of brick and wood, apd 1s only
two stories hgh, but covers an immense arca su the
untre of the town. The apamtments of the prince
and his son> were pamnted and gilded, and richly fur~
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nished. ‘There were four state chambers, one at e¢ach
corner of a long and handsome gallery, hghted by
large windows. The apartments of the haram, Captamn
Kinneir was not, of course, permitted to entci; but
these were stated to surpass, in splendour and mag-
nificence, the 1 oms which he had seen. They were
said to be filled with bheautiful Georgian slaves; and
food for thrce hundred peple was daily prepared m
the kitchen.

Ooscat is situated in a valley, surrounded by naked
and barren hills, and is said to contain sixtcen thonsand
inhabitants, of which the greatest number aie Turks;
and the remander Giechs, Armcmans, and Jews.
The houses, though small, are neatly constiucted of
brick and wood, pamted like those at Constantmople.
The palace occupies a large space in the centre of the
town; and a handsome mosque has lately boen arceted
of hewn stone. The defences consist of a shght wall,
built of sun-dried bricks and wud; and, m certam apen
spots, lnge wooden granaries have hecn ercctrd, to
recenve the contubutions of the neighbourng pro-
vinces.

Captain Kinneir romamed four days at Qoscat, and
had no 1ca.on to complam of a want of hospitaliy,
He was treated with pecular attention; and, on the
day of lus departure, the punce not only gave ki the
letters he had promiscd, but alvo appomtcd a4 conatlen-
tial person to accompany hm as far as Casaica.

He recommenced his jowmney at mne o’doch m the
morning of the 20th. The country, thiough wlich he
passed, was hilly, without wood; but, n some places,
was toleranly well enltivated, and the sides of the hills
were covired with flochs and heids.

About sun-sct of the 22d he entered Cesarea, now
called Kawscrieh, and, having letters of ntroduction to
the Greek bishop, resident there, he was conducted to
the con ent, whete he was comfortably lodged.

This city, the capital of Cappadocia, took 1ts name
from Tiberius Caesar, by whom the province was an-
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nexed to the Roman empire. For some time it was
the royal seat of the kings of Cappadocia; and it con-
tinued to increase, in wealth and splendour, after it
was possessed by the Romrans, It had an amphithe-
atre and many templ(s; and, in its most flourishin
state, is said to have contained four hundred thousand
mhabitants, .

It stands on the south side of a fertile plain, of great
lenpth, and at the foot of a stupendous mountain.  Its
arc1 is inconsiderable; and the houses, though built of
stone, are mcan in their external appearance. 1t 1s the
resort of werchants fiom all parts of Asia Mmor und
Mua, who come luther to purchase cotton, which is cul-
tnated, - great quantitic s, m its vieinity.  The inha-
haants are 1ow about twenty-five thousand in nuwber,
ot whach fitteon hundred me Armemans, three hundred
Grechs, and a hundred and fifty Jews.

Althongh thuae are considerable remains of the
ancient eity, these consist chiefly of mouldering rub-
bish.  Captun Kinneir looked, in vain, for any monu-
ment of addivement or clegance.  There were no
coluinns, no seulptured wmble, nor even a single
Grech or Latin inscription.

Nothmg could cveeed the filth and stench of the
stcets. They wewe hiterally blocked up by dung-
mlls; and no care seemed to be taken to remove dead
Tinses, dogs, aud cats, ot the ollals of anmals butcher-
t« m the market.  The quantity of vegetables expo-ed
tor sale i the bazar was quite extraoudinary ; but no
part of Asia Mmor can surpass the vicnity of Cesa-
rea, for the quality and varety of 1ts fraits. The ch-
mate is healthy, and the adjacent country abounds n
cattle and forage.

The plam of Carsarea is watertd by a river called
the Rarasa, or Black Water. "Cowards the south,
Mount Argish rises, in a peak, from the plain; and,
even at this scason, when the whole surrounding
country was parched with drought, this wountain, half
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way downward from its summit, was enveloped in the
snows of perpetual winter.

Captain Kinneir remained five days at Ceacsarea; and.
during that time, collected several valuable medals,
but they were afterwards taken from him by the Arabs.
On the 28th he departed, and proceeded, in a south-
wester]y direction, thro.zh the province of Cilicia to
Tarsus.

On the mountains, the climate had been mild and
pleasant; and even so cold, as at night, to render fires
absolutely necessary; but the weather sensibly became
hotter as he advanced into the plains; and particularly
when le halted on the banks of Cydnus, about half a
mile from Taisue. This river was here about forty
yards wide; and the water, which was clear and lim-
pid, flowed, with a geutle current and a winding course
towards the south. He crossed it, at a stone bridge of
three arches; and, after baving traversed ebout half a
mile, in the widst of gardens, he entercd the buymg-
ground, by an old gate, and then passed 1uto a mecan
and dirty suburb. He afterwards passed through
succession of filthy strects, so narrow that two horse-
men could hardly ride abreast, to the palace of the
Mutesellim, or chief magistrate, who gave him a Inllet
on an Armenian merchant.  This person desired i
to take possession of his public room; for, m all the
houscs of respectable people, in this part of the world,
there is an outer chamber or hall, unconucctcd with the
interiorof thedwelling. Theseapartmentsare, in general,
of oblong form, with painted walls; their floors are cover-
edwith fine Turkey carpets, and they are sutrounded with
sofas and cushions, raiied about eighteen inches from
the floor. Such peisons as can afford 1t, send to Con-
stantinople for glass; but the poorer classes are con-
tented with paper, or, if near the sca, with transparent
oyster-shells. This merchant was pecuharly hospit-
able; and kept an excellent table for the captamn and
his followers, during the whole time they remained in
his house.
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Tarsus was once a large and wealthy city, the capi-
tal of Cilicia. It was visited by Alexander the Great,
who was nearly killed by bathing in the Cydnus.
Julws Ciesar spent some days here, during his expedi-
tion against Pharnaces; and here it was that Mare
Anthony had his first interview with Cleopatra. Since
the fall of the Roman empire, however, it has been so
often taken and sacked, that scarcely a vestige of its
former magmficence remains,

Captam Kmnneir passed a week here, and employed
most of s time 1n wandermg about the town and its
environs, in the hope of finding something worthy of
attention; but he could not discover a single inserip-
tion, nor any monument either of heauty or art. The
eity stands on the bank of the Cydnus, and in a fertile
plain.  "The houses are separated from ecach other by
gardens and orchards. They seldom exceed one story
in }uighl. are flat roofed, and are, in gineral, con-
structed of stone, to furnish which the more ancient
edifices have been levelled with the ground. There
are here a castle and the remains of a wall and gates;
two public haths, several mosques, and handsome cara-
vanseras; and a church, said to have been founded
by St. Paul, who was a native of Tarsus. This church
1 very small, but some parts of it bear the appearance
of great antiquity; and in the burying-ground, by
which it is surrounded, stands a tree, planted, accord-
mng to tradition, by the apostle’s own hand. The land
in the vicimty of Tarsus is exccedingly fertile; and
yields a great abundance of wheat, barley, sesame,
and cotton. Much of this is exported to Malta, and
thence sent to different countrics of Europe. Copper
from Maden, and gall-nuts from the mountains, are
also articles of export. The port, whence these arti-
cles are shipped, is between seven or eight miles from
the town.

On leaving Tarsus, Captain Kinneir passed through
a luxuriant plain, bounded, on three'sides, by Mount
‘Tarsus, and on the fourth by the sea. It was, at thia
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time, covered with fields of cotton, and contained seve-
ral Greek villages, wlich were distinguishable, at a
great distance, by the gardens and vineyards that sur-
rounded them, His course Jay in an easterly direction,
and at a httle Jistance fiom the sea; and, passing
round an extensive bay, he reached Scanderoon on he
11th of November.

This place, which, a few years ago, was the emporium
of a considerable trade, has now dwindled into a merc
fishing-town, containing about nmety fanihes, of which
sixty are Greeks, and thirty Turks.” Tt 1 situated on a
projecting point of land, fornung a bay, protected trom
the south and east winds by the mountains; but, being
near an extensive morass, 1ts climate, during the swm-
mer, is very unhealthy.

From Scanderoon Captain Kinneir went to Souvadia,

"whence he proceeded to Latakia and the island of
Cyprus. He again reached the coast of Asia Minor,
on the 25th of January, 1814; and travelled to Kalen-
dri, p mserable village, consisting of four or fve
wretched huts, and a large magazme or storc-house,
which, at this time, was occupied by Armentan mer-
chants, who were waiting an opportumty to pass into
Cyprus. There are yet left some remams of the ancrent
Celendiis; particularly the shattered walls of a castle,
and ~cveral small arched buildings of great autiquity,
each enclosing a sarcophagus or stone coffin.  About
the middle of the town stands a small pavilion, appa-
rently very ancient, and entered by four arches: it is
built of stone, and rises in a conical form.

Having hired horses for himself and a servant, he set
out from Kelendri, accompanied by two Turkoman
guides on foot, towards Karaman. ~ The country was
mountainous, aud, in many places, extremely romantic
and beautiful, The district between Kelendri and Ca-
rama. may, with propriety, be denominated an immense
forest of oak, becch, juniper, and fir-trees, It is inha-
bited by a few straggling tribes of Turkomans, who
breed camels, horses, and black cattles 7T'he roads are
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bad, and the ¢ountry, in cvery respect, is difficult of
access,

Karwman was formerly a large and important town.
It is situated in_a spacious valley, connected with the
vast plain of Tconimn., Like most of the plains of
Phrygia, not a tree nor even a shrub is any where per-
ceptible, over an immense expanse of ground as level as
the sca, in some parts fertile, and in others impregnated
with nitre. A very small portion of it is cultivated or
inhabited; and cven the roads are impassable without a
guard. Thicves and assassins are known to quit the
towns in the night, for the purpose of rohbing caravans
and travellers,

This town now covers, with its squarcs and gardens,
a large space of gronnd. The houses are mean, and built
of mud and of sun-burnt bricks. Its population is said
to consist of about three thousand families: and it has
an extensive manufactory of a kind of blue cotton cloth,
which is worn by the lower class of inhabitants.

On the plain, as Captain Kinncir proceeded towards
Konich or Iconium, he saw a great number of Yoorooks,
who are leaders of horses, and whose tents were pitched
on small conical hills, which secmed to preserve a per-
petual verdure, whilst the remaining part of the country
was parched with drought.

From a considerable distance the gardens and mina-
rets of Iconium, now called Koniek, were visible; and, on
entering the place, Captain Kinneir was conducted,
through a suburb ofmud hovels, abont a mile inlength, to
the palace of the mutesellem or governor, alarge, strag-
gling, and rumous building, at the east end of the city.

This town, the capital of Lycaonia, is mentioned by
several of the ancient historians; and, in the Acts
of the Apostles, is stated to have been visited
by St. Paul. ‘The modern city, which containg about
thirty thousand inhabitants, has an imposing appcaranee,
from the number and sizo of its mosques, collcges, and
other public buildings; but most of them arc crumbling
into ruins. There are twelve large, and morc:than a
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hundred small mosques, The madresses or colleges,
are also numerous, but the only one now inhabited is a
large modern edifice, called the Capan Madressa.
Several of the zates of these old colleges are of singular
beauty, being fornid entirely of marble, and adorncd
with a profusion of orn.ment. The houses of the ine
habitants consist of a mixture of small huts, built of
sun-dried bricks; and of wretched hovels thatched with
reeds.

Towards the cast and south the city extends over the
plain, far beyond the walls, which are about two miles in
circuit. Mountains covered with snow rise on every |
side, except towards the cast, where a plain, as flat as
the desert of Arabia, extends far beyond the reach of
the eye. The walls seem to have been built from the
ruins of more ancient edifices, as broken columms, capi-
tals, pedestals, bas-reliefs, and other picees of sculp-
tures, have contributed towardsits construction. T'hey
have eight gates of square form, and several towers,
each embellished with Arabic inscriptions. In the
middle of the town is a small eminence, about three
quarters of a mile in circuit; which appears to have
been fortified, and was, probably, the site of the castle.
Iconium econtains four public baths, two Chrnstian
churches, and seven khans; but it has little or no trade,
and the greatcest portion of the adjacent ternitory 1s per-
mitted to lic waste. The climate, however, is hcalthy,
and the soil is sufficiently fertile to produce an abun-
danee of corn.

On ¢ o morning of the 12th of February, Captain
Kinneir set out for Ladik, about thirty miles distant.
The first part of his journey lay through a plain, along
the base of a range of mountains which skirt it on the
west; and afterwards through a naked, hilly, and un-
inhabited country.

Ladik, the ancient Laodicea Combusta, is now a mud
town, containing only four or five hundred inhabitants.
1t is situated at the foot of a range of hills, and in a
small walley, which opens, towards the north, into an
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immense plain. There are no vestiges of old Laodicea,
except some fragments of marble columns, and a few
capitals and pedestals, which the Turks have converted
into tomb-stones.

From this place he proceeded, over a hilly and irre-
gular country, to Ak Shehr, anciently called Antiock in
Prsidia ; situated at the foot of a lofty range of moun-
wins, which constitute the boundary between Phrygia,
fsauria, and Pisidia, Innumerable torrents rush, from
the mountains, through the streets; and a cold wind
blows here, almost continually, during the winter.
The town is said to contain fifteen hundred houses, and
there are many beautiful gardens in its vicinity; but its
prncipal ornaments are a handsome mosque and ¢ol-
lege. i
The next town of importance visited by Captain
Kinncir was Kara 1lissar; which was a station of con-~
sidcrable importance, before the fall of the Greek em-

ire. It has astrong citadel. 'Thehouses are tolerably
wcll built, but the strects arc narrow, and, in many
places, very steep. It contains twelve large, and a
great number of small mosques; five baths, six khans,
and two Aimenian chapels. Kara Iissar is celcbrated
for 1t> manufucture of black felt; and for a vast quantity
of opiwm, which is grownand prepared in its vicinity.

Winlst he was at ths place, Captain Kinneir expe-
vienced so violcnt an attach of fever, that he resolved to
hasten, without delay, to Constantinople. With this
intention he set out, on the 23d, for Kutaiak, which
he reached in about five days. This city stands partly
at the foot, and partly up the sides of a cluster of moun-
tams, on one of which are the ruins of a castle. The
houses are large, and well furnished; and the streets
are steep, but contain many handsome fountains of
water, brought, by subterrancous :1queduptﬁ, from the
adjacent lills, Kutaiah has thirty public baths, fifty
mosques, twenty of which have lofty minarets, four Ar-
menian and one Greek church, and twenty khans,

About five miles beyond Kutuiah, and at the western
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extremity of the valley i which 1t 16 mituated, he cross-
ed a small river which flowed towards the cast, and,
fiom the opposite bank, bcgan to aseend the hulls  Ife
continued Ins ascent for several milcs, and the weather
gradually becanc colda as he approached Mount
Olympus, the snow, mmt of which ros¢ m fiont, 1m-
mersed m dark clouds of st

Thare hod been a heavy il of now dwmg the
wholc moiming of the 4th of Mardh, and 1t was
not without grcit diheulty that he reachad 1 villag
called 7'w? ba, one ot five woodcn hamlets, situitcd m 2
valley, and on the bank of a small uver, at the font of
the defiles of Olympus  1he mhabiants of these ham-*
lets e oxempt ¢ from «vay kmd of tubute, on con-
dition that thoy protect wd act as gmdes to truddlers
passing the wountuns  Lhey are hedd weonntible that
no pexson hall paish m the snow, antl they have a spe-
acs of blood-hound, which discovars, by the scant, iy
travellcs who hws lost s wiy  They dot uncd Captam
Kimer two day , on weount of the depth of the snow
but, as several otha trwvddlas had collected togethe,
he resolvcd, on the thnd day, to attampt the pissipe of
the mountun  Ife hued about twinty of the vill i rers,
each armcd wah a long pole, to o forward md t1ace
out the 10nd, for the suow 1y <o deep upon the ground,
that no puth ws discanble, mnd the mountun  waie
tull of hollews md decp r viues  With this 1 tire
he passcd, mosafity, over the stucps, wd, aftcr groat
cxertion, and much danga, rcached the verdnt plan
of Bursa, which, contrastcd with the chffs and snowy
summit _of Olympus, ghtterng thiough the woods,
prebenu.d a prospect at once picturesque and mmpres-
sive  In 1ural beauty, mdced, as well as m migmfi-
cence of scencty, diversified with fiwtful fields and de -
lightful solitudcs, the environs of this eity aie not, n
many places, cqualled, and cannot be surpassed

Bursa, or Piusa asit was anciently denominated,
was founded by Prusias, hing of Bithynia, the friend
and protector ot HHanmbal; and was long the capital of
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the kings of Bithynia. It is sitnated near the foot of
Mount Olympus, at the south-western extremity of a
beautiful plain or valley, about twenty miles in length,
and varying from three to five miles in breadih, The
houses occupy the side of the mountain, and command
a fine view of the plain beneath. They are built, prin-
cipally. of wood, on the model of those at Constantino-
ple. and many of them have glass windows. The
streets are, in some places. so aamirow that a person
nmght leap from one house to the other.  Bursais, on
the whole, one of the most populous and flourishing
cities within_the Turkish empire. The caStle standg
on-a perpendicnlar rock near the centre of the town.
and its walls are of gicat sohdity. ‘Une chief orna-
mants of the place are 1ts mosques, <aid to amount to
no tewer than three hundred and sixty-five, great and
small.  The baths and mineral springs are celebrated
over the whole Turkish empire: the former are handsome
structures, containing many different apartments, aud
supplied by hot as well as cold springs.  The bezestein
and bazars are extensive, and filled with silk and cotton
stuff~. The khans and colleges are numerous and re~
spectable; and the population, amounting to forty
thousand persons, is composed of Turks, Jews, Arme-
niuns, and Greeks, who have each their respective
plecs of worship,

Captain Kinneir sct out {rom Bursa, on the morning
ot tie Oth, and, directing lus course towards the north-
west, not long afterwards reached the town of Modania.
"I'hi» is an ancient and durty place, built cluefly of wood,
and sitnated on the shore ot a gulf of the same nirme.
ITere he hired a Turkish vessel, and embarked in it for
Constantinople.

Our next excursion vill be through some of the im-
portant places on the western side of Asia Minor: and
we shall adopt, as our guide, the travels of Mr. pfal-
laway, who, some years ago, was chaplain and physician
to the British embassy at Constantinople. .
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Dixth Way's Ingtruction.

ASTA MINOR CONTINUED.

Narrative of an Excursion along the Western side of
Asia Minor. DBy the Rev. James Davpaway,

M.B. F. 8 A,

Havine embarked at Constantmople in a small Turk-
ish vessel, Mr. Dallaway shortly afterwards entercd ihe
Gulf' of Ismid or Nicomedia. There are many bold
rocks above the surface, and the shores are abrupt to
the water's edge. This gulf resembles a bold Jake,
stretehing, in an oblong divection, mote thau thirty
miles; and contracting, gradually, to a powmt, upon
which stands the city of Nicomedia,* On the left is
Lybissa, celebrated for containing the tomb of Han-
nibal.

Nicomedia was a city which flourished chiefly under
the emperors, after Dithynia became a province of
Rome; but its splendour was imperfect till Dioclesian
determined that it shonld rival Rome. By Ins hounty
and taste it soon became peculiarly magnificenr; and
inferior only to Rome, Alexandiia, and Antwoch, in

~extent and population. ‘

In the year 303, when he commahded the persccu-
tion of the Christians, the great church, which towered
above the palace, on an eminence, in the most beautiful
and populous part of the city, was, in a few hours,
levelled with the ground.

The palace contained the court of several of the em-
perors, and was their chief residence. It was the scene
of these cruclties, and of that infamous lusury, which
disgraced the government of Maximinius and Licinius;
of the baptism of Constantine, and his death. Here
it was, that Julicn was educated under Eusebius, and,
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:}t] tw;nty years of age, read the gospel publicly iu the
urch.

Modern Ismid is of comsiderable extent: it rises,
from the shore, ia a triangular form, almost to the sum-
mit of the hill, where the ancient acropolis or citadel 1s
still marked by walls and fallen towers. Uponan easy
terrace rises what is called the Eski-serai, the palace.
probably, which was built by Dioclesian. Many bro-
ken columns of marble and porphyry lie scattered
amudst a luxuriant grove of cypress.

About two miles beyond Nicomedia, Mr. Dallawa;
halted, for some minutes, at the head of the gulf, whiel{
WaS there seen to expand itself into a vast shcet of
water, environed by hills, A spot, exhibiting a moye
sublime combimation of mountain scenery, wood, and
water, can scarcely be found. On the right the town
of Nicomedia or Ismid was seen stretching, with its
handsome mosque, along the shore, and covering the
swelling bank above it; and, on the left, was the chain
of Bithynian monntains, partly enveloped in clouds.
Behind was a spacious plain, where, during the Roman
government, many legions had been enca;?ed

At some distance south of Nicomedia, Mr. Dallaway
approached the massive walls of the ancient Niceu.
These have many towers, some of which form an im-
perfect square, open on the mside. Three triumphal
gates have been incorporated into them. .

Prior to the reign of Trajan, Nicza had attained a
considerable degree of magnificence. We learn, from
Pliny, that a theatre, or gymnasium, had, in his time,
been begun at a great expence; but that it was incom-

lete, and would require the emperor’s assistance to
gmsh it. After Constantine had embraced Christianity,
Niczea became the apostolic see. That its walls slone
exist, of all the splepdid edifices of its first masters,
strongly excites the idea of devolation. Modern fsuik
is a wretched village of long lanes and mud walls, with
ruins of Greek churches, and even of mosques and
. baths of Turkish architecture, embosomed in gréves of

E .
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aypress-trees. The t mosque, with its adjoining
buildings, exhibits a vmuinai:qthe centre of an area,
now interspersed with plantations of tobacco and me-
lons. Mr, Dallaway observed, in different parts, many
interesting fragn.ents of ancient sculpture, and some re-
mains of Greek insciiptions. .

Pursuing his journey tiom this place, and having
gained the highest point of an adjacent mountain, sub-
lime scenery was displayed in every distance, and the
steeps were covered with shrubs of dark verdure, so
compact as to have the richness of velvet, with bold
craigs of grey granite, in contrast. The Lake Ascanius,
about mne miles in length, appeared beneath him. -

The road now extended through a wide and sterile
plain, encompassed by mountains; and near the foot of
Mount Olympus, Mr. Dallaway entered the city of
Prusa or Bursa, which has already been described.
He thence passed over Mount Olympus to Apollonia.
This, though now a miserable village, was once a place
of great importance. It is pleasantly situated on a
rocky peninsula of the Lake ¢f Apollonia, an irregular
expanse of water, from fifteen to twenty miles in cir-
cwit, but contains very few remains of antiguity,

Mr. Dallaway had entered the province of Mysia;
and he procecded, in a south-westerly direction, over
a harren and unrclieved expanse of plain, towards Mag-
nesia. At some distance on the right of the road, lay
Pergamus, which is endcared to classic minds, as the
place where literature was preserved, by writing, from
the unc rtainty and fluctuation of oral tradition, and
was committed to less perishahle records; and where
such encouragement was extended to the fine arts, that
i;] hecame the repository of all that was excellent in
t em.

The origin of this city is referred, by tradition, to
Pergamys, the son of Pyrrhus, who gave to it his own
name. About the same time Esculapius, the founder
of the medical science, passed over from Epidaurus, in
Pelopannesus, with a second colony of Greeks, who be~
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came more famous than their predecessors: A t
erected to Esculapius, remained in splendour until after
the establishment of Christianity.

It does not appear that, prior to the time of Lysima-
machus, Pergamus was any thing more than a strong
hold; but, when that general had resolved to fix here
his palace and his court, a city so called from the far-
famed Acropolis of ancient Troy, and resembling it in
situation, svon rose under his auspices. The wenlth’
acquired in Persian victories was employed for its
splendour, and, in a few years, it exhibited a magnifi-
cence which rivalled the gradual prosperity of other
citi€s that originated from the same founder.

Subseqently to this, Eumenes rendered it the resort of
the ablest artists, and the most enlightened philoso.
phers; and, inalibrary which he herelived to complete,
were deposited the choicest specimens of every liberal
art, and an important store of ancient learning.

The Roman republic despoiled Pergamus of its orna-
ments. Nor was it restored to a style of grandeur in any
degree to be compared with that which it had previously
boasted, till Augustus had gained the peaceful possession
of theworld. Evenduring his life, thestates of Asia Minor
erected a temple, and appointed games to him, as to a
divinity. Ilis successors in the empire, continued to
patronize this city; and two other temples were “dedi-
cated, one to Trajan, and the other to Commodus.
These were scarcely less splendid and spacious than
those alrcady sacred to Jupiter, Minerva, and AEscula-
pius. But they were all superseded bf the prevailing
progress of Christianity; and the angel of the Revela-
tions, in an address more favourable than those to the
other six churches, laments their beresy and fickleness.

The modern city of Bergamo has nine wmosques, to
each of which a parochial district is attached. It oc-
cupies an oblong circumference of threc miles, at the
foot of a considerable mountain, with A southern aspect,
and has the advantage of two rivulets. Near the khan
are the massive ruins of the church of Agios Theologos,

: E2
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sanjectured to have been one of those which the emperor
Theodosius caused to be erected. Its internal division,
into aisles, was made by two rows of granite columns,
the spoils of former temples, fragments of which
abound. The altar has, on each side, a cupola, which
finishes a room forty feet in diameter, and more than
one hundred fect high. In the strects, and inscrted into
the walls of the houses, are innumerable picces of bro-
ken architecture, Mr. Dallaway was unable to ascer-
tain the exact site of any of the temples.

The situation of Magnesiz is at once singular and
picturesque; upen a gradyal ascent, formed by_apac-
cumulation of earth, which, shelving from the steep, has
left it entirely naked. TItis called the city of Tantalus,
and is now a large and populous place, with numerous
minarets, all lofty, .and many of than picturesque.
Near the road stands the ruined tower of a palace.
But Magnesia has very few important vestiges of anti-
quity; for nearly all the stones of the ancient edifices
have, at different periods, been rehewn and used in the
construction of modern buildings. Upon a cliff;, in the
centre of the town, are some ruinous embattled walls,
the outworks of a fortress of singular strength, crected,
during the thirteenth century, on the site of the ancient
acropolis or citadel.

A mountain, several miles in extent, intervenes be-
twixt Magnesis and Smyrna. On descending this,
into the plain, Mr. Dallaway enjoyed a complete view
&f the Bay of Smyrna, with the town upon a neck of
lanc, stretching into it.  The adjacent lands are richly
cultivated with vineyards, and occupied with well-built
wvillages. The entrance into Smyrna is through spa-
cious cemeteries, and luxuriant groves of cypress-trees.

No city in Asia Minor has, thfough many ages, pre-
s rved so flourishing a state as this; yet it has not
escaped without a share of calamity. It has been
burnt and pillaged by war, overthrown by earth«
guakes, and is annually visited by the plague.

Of the seven cities addressed by the writer of the
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Apocalypse, Smyrna glone retains any comperison with
its orignal magnificence. Its temples and public edi-
fices, are, indeed, now no more ; but its opulence, ex»
tent, and populatjon are increased.

Games were celebrated here every five years; and
thig city was embellished with the temples of Cybele, of
Jupiter, of Apollo, and of Didna. The latter yielded
only to the temple of Ephesus in extent, but was su)
rior to it in clegance of architecture. Under the Ro-
man auspices the former’ magnificence of Smyrna was
exceeded; and the terhples of the emperors, in this
place. were more spacions and benutiful than the tem-
ples even at Ephesus and Pergamus.  Strabo is ditfuse
in his commendation of Smyrna, and objects only ta
the deficiency of those public agcormmodations, which
were always the first object of the Roman architects,
but which were entirely overlooked by their masters of
the Grecian school, The population of this place, is
eomputed to exceed a hundred thousand persons.

Few of the Ionian cities have furnished more reliques
of antiquily, or of greater interest than Smyrna; but
the convenience of transporting them ta other countries,
has nearly exhausted the mine, A few moiths be-
fore Mr. Dallaway was here, in sinking a well, the site
of a temple was discovered, with columns of porphyry
and marble, and a statue of Paris, in an exquisite style
of workmanship.

Mr. Dallaway ascended the hill, “called by the an-
cients Mount Pagus, for the purpose of surveying the
extensive remains of the fortress, at the foot of which
modern Smyrna has been built, This city, from demo-
lition by war and earthquakes, has changed its site; it
is how much nearer to the head of the bay than it was
in ancient times,

On the middle space of Mount Pagus are the ruins
of a temple, the dimensions of which, within the walls,
measure fifty feet by twenty-sf(vgn. The stadium,
when taken to pieces to build a khan, was found tq be
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five hundred and forty feet long. The vaults for the
wild beasts were then discoverable. There is a tra-
dition that Saint Polycarp was here torn to pieces by
ferocious an mals.

From this spot is seen the whole town of Smyrna,
the gulfquite to the sea, and the surrounding mountains.
From the south side 1s a valley abounding 1n marshy
shrubs, which conceal the rivulet of Meles for a con-
siderable distance.

The sireets of Smyrna are so narrow that, by the near
anroaeh of the tops of oppositc houses, they almost ex-
clude both light and atr. Many of the houses beleng-
ing to European merchants are spacious and handsome:
they are sitnated in one of the streets which communi-
cate with the port. Europeans enjoy here, unmolested
freedom; and society is ‘conducted upon a liberal plan.
Many persons live with great hospitality, and even ele-
gance. During the heat of summer, they retire from
the city, to houses in the adjacent villages.

After a week’s tesidence, Mr. Dallaway left Smyma,
Skirting the hill above the Meles, opposite to the castle,
where the cultivation is, on every side, remaikable, he
passed through a country of plawns, abounding n bushes
of Sbylerea and dwarf-oak. He then ascended Mount
Galesus, at a pass rugged and dangerous in cvery part.
Descending into a spacious e5]&(1&, on the side of a
rivulet, he halted, and joined a caravan which was
resting there from the heat. Under a hut built round
the trunk of a large plane-treg, the travellers of which
it was composed were stietched on mats,. sleeping or
taking their refreshments, whilst their camels were dis-
persed around. o

In a few hours more, the plains of Ephesus opened
in front, and Mr. Dallaway soon reached the banks of
the Cayster, full and winding, but not clear. At a
ruined bridge, a view, infinitely grand, extends from
au eminence, crowned with a single tower, and includes
th reliques of ancient Ephesus, around Mount Prion,

ed by the serrated cliffs of Mount Corresus; the
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dilapidated mosque, village, and castle of Awasolui,
standing on a bold fastness; and completing a prospect
of superior mnterest. .

A description of Ephesus and sts vicinity.

. What Ephesus was, when 1t flourished the boast of
lonia, imagination must now supply; nor are even
all the features of nature still the sarbe as they anciently
were. Those which are unaltered are on a magnifi-
cent scale. The branch of the sea which formed the
port no longer exists, It has been succeeded by a vast
morass of tall trees, The Cayster now flows through
sedges, and 13 scarcely visible; and wheever visits
Ephesus, without previous mformation, could not sup-
pose the place ever to have had a freec communication
with the sea.

This city was very early celebrated for its venera-
ble structure, the temple of Dtana, one of the won-
ders of the ancient woild. 'The rude object of
primeval worship, was a block of beach or clm, carved
into the similitude of a female: not what we should
consider, that of Diana the elegant huntress, but an
Egyptian hieroglyphic, which we call the goddess of
nature, with many breasts. The earliest temple was
partially burned, by Herostratus, a philosopher, who
chiose that method to ensure to himself an immortal
name, on the very night that Alexander the Greut was
born; and two hundred and twenty years were spent
in its restoration. The subsequent edifice was in the
Ionic style of architecture; and, lest so grand a struc.
ture should be endangered by carthq » a marshy
site was selected for its foundations, which were laid
on charred piles, and beds of wool. It had a double
row of columns, fifteen on each side; and was adorned
with statyes and paintings by the first artists of Greece,
Its whole length was four hundred and twenty-five
feet, and its breadth two hundréd and twenty-nine;
and it had one hundred and twenty-seven columns,
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the ;l;;ft of each consisting of a single block of Parian
marble. N

Timothy, the colleague of St. Paul, was the first
bishap who established, at Ephesus, the Christian
faith; and, und-r the auspices of Constantine and
Theodosius, new churches were erected, and the pagan
temples were despoiled of tueir ornaments, and accommio-
dated to the Christian worship. An cdict of the latter
emperor, the object of which was the subversion of

ificent piles, which had been consecrated to
the heathen deities, was executed with the most labori-
ous destruction; and, indced, the ruin of the grandest
structures of antiquity originateéd in the zeal of the
cmly Christians. .

Circumstances, not to be attributed to any single
cause, but to those periods of growth and decay, which
await cities as well as men, involved Ephesus m uni-
versal depopulation, even before the Greek empire was
estinct. The Carian princes founded a citadel and
town, now called Aiasoluk, about two miles distant,
and removed, from Ephesus, all the materials that
were requisite for the purpose, so that the ancient city
was totally deserted; and the site is now only distin-
guishable by numerous and confused heaps of rwns,
and dis}ginted fragments of architecture,

M?r. Dallaway carefully examijned these, and, among
other remains, saw the substructions and range of
vaults which once cogmunicated with the harbour as
warghousgs, and formed one side of an ample street.
Noix ‘hein was the stadium, or race-course, partly
raised on vaults, to render it level with the slope of
the hill. The-gate of the left wing is of white marble,
and nearly entire : but it has evidently been made up
of entg in a later age. There are remains of
Gredk inscriptions, but at too great a distance to
be legible. Marny of the blocks of marble are several
tohs, in weight.  Mr. Dallaway saw the founda-
jons of a sumptuous arcade, part of a femgle; and was
able to trace, to a great extent, the bases of the
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columns. There were many other remains, which, to
an antiquary, would be highly interesting; and, close
to the brink of the present morass, upon a rising
groand, are walls of brick, faced with large slabs of
marble, and of sufficient extent to have encouraged many
travellers, in a conjecture that this structure must have
been the far-famed temple of Diana. Every circumn-
stance of description, which we know, accords with
this spot, except the distance from the city wall,
Amongst the fallen masonry are several broken shafts
of porphyry columns, each twelve feet long, and four
in diameter.

Mr. Dallaway pursued a narrow track, up the side
of the fruly-picturesque Corresus, and observed the
out-works of the ancient city; and, soon afterwards,
reached diasoluk, encireled by the range of Pactyas, and
exhibiting, w its castle and mosque, the ruins of a more
modern era. Aiasoluk was an inconsiderable place,
in the early days of Christianity, and one common de-
molition has now overwhelmed the parent city and its
temporary rival. .

He next rode to the caves and marble quarres
on the east side of Mount Prion. These, in general,
are large incisions into the rocks. One of the
caverns is as cxtensive as some of those in Derby-
shire, but not so decp; the le js a hundred yards,
and the height about as many feet. There are cxtant
many curious traditions respecting them.

During a few nights that Mr. Dallaway passed at
Aiasoluk, he was disturbed by the incessant cries qf
jackals; the most distressing imaginable. These ani-
mals collect in packs, among the ruins of Ephesus.
Satisfactory proof has been adduced that the foxes of
Samson were jackals; and that the word ought to be
so translated, whenever it occurs in scripture.

From Aiasoluk, Mr. Dallaway proceeded, in a south~
erly direction, to Miletus, anciently a magnificent city,
am{ remarkable as having been the scene of many im-

ES
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portant events; and, at a little distance from it, he em-
barked for the island of Somos. After visiting that
island, and the islands of Chios and Lesbos, he was
landed on the shore of T'roas, near the ancient pro-
montory of Lectu:r, and about two miles from Narla.
This part of the shoie was extremecly Inxuriant: the
hills rose, on the right, lofty, but gradual, and formed
a succession of wpoded banks with a variety of shrubs,
Mzr. Dallaway followed a devious “aseent to Tchebna, a
pleasant Turkish village. Its mosque and its flat-roofed
houses were grouped in a romantic manner, half’ way
up the mountain, on the summit of which werc vine-
yards and other enclosures. The road afterwards be-
came dull and heathy, till he artived at’ a village on
the plain. Passing through a valley of ferruginous
earth, much like Colebrook-dale, in Shropshire, he
came to drijek. The whole vale of the [road is ex-
panded from this spot; and the Hellespont, including
both its shores, and the island of Tenedos, appear in
the same view. He thence went to Alezandria T'roas,
from which place he commenced an examination of

The plain of Troy.
At Alexandria he d the remains of a temple, a
stadium, a theatre, cations, baths, sepulchres, and

buildings of various kinds. This place had retained
many features of taste and magnificence: even within
the last two centuries, Belon, Sandys, and Pococke, all
deserib. buildings, of which, however, not an atom is
now left. ' .

Mottraye, whose veracity and accuracy are ad-
mirable, visited Alexandria about the beginning of the
last century, He observed columns, sunk in the
grou xd, with capitals of various marble and of incredi-
ble massiveness. Cisterns with arcades, and a basin
and ‘mole towards the séa; pavements of streets, gate-
ways and areas of public places, a temple with a dome
and Cgxinthian ornaments, have all, since that time,
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been irretrievably lost. He says that a hpt bath at
Lidga Hamam, a village in the vicinity, was a small
antique building, with a dome and basin of marble;
but that it is now totally dilapidated. He speaks of
having seen numerous sarcophagi, or coffina of marble.

The total dissolution (if such an expression be allow-
alile) of the remains of this magnificent city, was cffect-
ed by Hassan, €apudan Pasha in the last sultan’s reign.
During the Russian war, he used cannon-balls of mar-
ble, as an expedient for those of iron; and isjued a
command, that all the marble which could be found
near the Dardanelles should be cut in picces for that
purpose.

The inhabitants of Alexandria, originally addicted to
the worship of Silenus, were among the egrliest Chris-
tians, and were honoured by the confirmation of
St. Paul, in person.

Beyond this place the country becomes less woody,
and spreads into a wide heath, whence the whole plain
of Troy is seen. The tomb of Asyetes, according to
Pococke, or, as it is now called, (from the adjacent
village,) Udjek Tepee, is a barrow or tumulus qf
extraordinary hcight and smooth surface. It is be~
heved to have been thrown up, even before the Trojan
war, and to have been the station from which Polites,
the son of Priam, reconnoitred the Grecian camp, and
the opposite island of Tenedos, with its harbour and
promontory. A little beyond this, Mr, Dallaway pass-
ed a village, and a dilapidated mosque, with a cenletery,
full of parts of columns and cornices, set up 63 memo-
rials, the probable site of the temple and city sacred
to Apollo. .

He had crossed the Seamander and the Simoeis;
and, after having travelled abofit three hours, he de-
scended to the sea-shore, and wound round several
bays, till he arrived at the Asiatic castle, known by
the Turks as Charak Kalesiy and by Europeans as
the * Dardanelles, where he remained for several
days. The town of Chanak contains two thousand
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houses, on the worst Turkish model. Mr. Dallanay
surveyed the castle, the citadel or keep of which was
ancient, but the out-works were comparatively moderu.
It has a small park of artillery. Some of the guns
me painted preen, are of an cnormous cahibie, and
have heaps of masLle balls piled near them, each two
feet in diameter. On *he shore of the Hdllespont,
nearly opposite to this spot, was the site of the ancient
town of Sestos

The well-known story of Hcio and Leander, is too
generally known to be repcated.  The distance of the
opposite shores does not destroy the possibility of
Leander’s cnterpnise, for 1t does not cxceed a mle.
Many moderns have swum across, and with induce-
ments mu? mferior to that of Leander; but the
10ughness of the current must have becn at all times
forinidable.

Mzr. Dallaway took a boat up the Hcllespont, abiout
thice niles, to a jutung point, upon which the aty of
«1bydos once stomf; but its verv site is now obliterated
by the plough, or covercd with vines. Nothing archi-
tectural 1s to be seen; but the surface of the ploughed
fields is strewed with fragments of ancient pottery.

Near a village on the bank of one of the narrowest
parts of the Hellespont, Mr. Dallanay began a sur-
vey of the Plain of Troy. Crossing the Simocis, over
a leng wooden bridge, ncar its mouth, he passed
an extensive plain of ploughed ficlds, and a brook
which empties itself into the sea, near what 15 called
the tomb of djaxr Telamonius. This tumulus 15 now
irregu. uly shaped. Near the top, and almost chokced
up with earth, is a small arched way, which was the
entrance nto a vault; andover it is a broken wall,
where was once a snsall sepulchral fane. The whole,
however, seems to be of much more modern date than
the leath of Ajax. Mark Antony removed the urn and
ashes of this hero into Egypt; but they werc afterwards
restored, with funeral honours, by Augustus, when it is
probable the present vault was formed, and the super-
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structure was erected. The city of Jlium, ahout two miles
distant, near the junction of the Scamander and Simoeis,
owed its origin to Alexander and Lysimachus, who
repnillied the temple of Mincrva, and surrounded it with
a wall, '

From this spot Mr, Dallaway had a most interesting
prospect, independently of its local history; and, at
some distance from 1it, on an easy eminence, facing the
west, he discovered the vestiges of an ancient city.

From the detail of topographical notices given by
Homer, and from « comparison of the circumstances he
mentions, the strongest assurance will follow, not only
of the existence, but of the locality of Troy. 'T'o in-
sist’that the poem should be historically exact, would
be to muke no allowance for the hberty ot a poet.
That it is topographically so, an examination of the
present fuce of the country will amply prove; and it is
equally an object of classical curiosity, whether "Troy
existed or not, since the fable, if c¢ven-such it can be
consudered, is invariably accommodated to the scene of
action,

Mr. Dallaway visited the sowrces of she Scamander,
ouc of which is said to be a hot spring. The hill near
the ancient city is chiefly strewed with loose stones, for
the space of a nule. The first objeet on the hrow of
the hill 15 a stony lullock, which has been denominated,
but with no apparent reason, the tomb of Heclor. It
has been opened and cxamined, but Mr. Dallaway
could not learn the result. ,

‘I'bere me other hillocks, or tumuli, now overgrown with
grass,and appropriated likewise to Trojan heroes. Upon
this area, and upon the intermediate ground to an ad-
jacent village, there is undoubtedly space enough for
such a city as Troy is described to have been, The
level falls abruptly towards the south, with 3 prcci;;i‘-
tate chil, into a deep ravine, forming a wall of rock,
as compact and regular as the walls of Constantinople.
This is now almost covered, at its base, by the stream
and sands of the Simoeis, for the length of forty or
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fifty yards, and completes a fortification, rendcied im-
pregnable by nature, which will account for a ten
years' siege, and the superlative epithet of walls con-
structed by the gods themselyes.

For scveral hours, Mr. Dallaway traced, with the

utmost attention, the couwrse of the Scamander, from
the cold or second source, tn-ough the morass, whete,
for some miles, 1t 15 hidden, till he reachcd the new
canal, and saw plamly the ancient bed. The banhs of
this river, where they are exposed, are verdant and
‘beautiful, and watered to the brink.
* From an emnence near the south-western extremity
of the coast, he Jooked over the plam, the whole sgope
of which he commanded. Its broadest diameter, he
says, may be five or six, and 1ts longest twelve miles,
It is naturally verdant and fertile, and 15 now n a state
of cultivatien, exccpt ncar the mamsh. Ifomer gives
frequent evidence of his having personally visited and
examined this celebiated spot, of which he somctimes
enters intor minute descriptions.  The rivers are par-
ticularly characterised. Simoeis has broad sands, with
a sudden and rapid curient. Scamander 1s transpa-
rent, and regularly full, withm a narrow channel; and
s0 they continue till their junction, at a httle distance
from the sea.

After the completion of his survey of the Tiuad,
Mr. Dallaway embarked for the i1sland of Zentdos,
whence he shortly afterwards rcturned to Constanti-

nople.
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Scbenth Dap's Justruction.

ASIA MINOR, ARMENIA, KURDISTAN,
MESOPOTAMIA, AND CHALDEA.

The Route from Scutari, through Asia Minor, eastward
to Erzerum; and a Nurratwe of Caplain Kinneir's
Journcy thence, through Bagdad, to the Persian
Gulf.

Ix his journey, castward, through Asia Minor, the
traveller passes along an extensive range of mountaing
to Boli. T'he plam in which this town 1s situated ex-
hibits a richness of cultivation that is uot often exceed-
ed. The town 1s sutrounded by a palisade; and, from
the appearance of 1ts streets and bazars, 1t seems to be
wecll peopled.

Betwixt Boli and Geredéh, the country is peculiarly
beautiful.  For many successive wmiles, it exhibirs the
appeatance of a contmued garden of vineyards and
coin fields, shaded by walnut and oak-trees. In seve-
ral places, near the road-side, are scen blocks of stone
and marble, i ditferent shapes; square, oblong, and
columnar; many of which have, upon them, Greek
mscriptions.  These places have, probably, been used
for interment; as they contain many modun tomb-
stones.

Geredéh is a considerable town, which has, in its
vicinity, an extensive tannery. The neat town iy
Tosia, a laige place, situated on the slope of a hill, and
intoymixed with several handsome mosques. In few
parts of Asia is the land more 1ich and fertile than
near this place, The roads are beantifully shaded with

trees. .

7
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. Proceeding still eastward, the traveller passes through
a varied country, occupied, in some places, with groves
of walnut and other trecs; and, in athers, with exten-
sive plantations of ricc. A stcep mountain-pass suc-
ceeds & rich and Iwxuriant plain; and through it rans
a torrent, the banks and hed of which are strewed Wiy 3
immense fragments of rock: A varied country ex-
tends hence fo dmasia. 'This is a town situated on
the recess of an amphitheatre of mountains, which rise,
almost abruptly, from the banks of a beautitul strecam.
The honses are built along each side, on the gradations
of the declivities; and, upon the highest and most con-
spicuous part of the mountains, is a castle, apparently
“in ruins. In a rock near the town are five conspicuous
sepulchmal excavations. The inhabitants are distin-
guished for their hospitality and kindness to strangers;
and the women are celebrated as among the most en-
gaging in this part of Asia.

rom this town the road leads, over a mountainous
country, through a narrow pass, bordered, on each side,
by rocks of stupendous magnitude. Close to the road,
and at the foot of the mountamns, is a deep channel, cut
into the rock. This cxtends at least two mles, and
has been the bed of a catarnct.

Towards Erzerum the country still continues roman-
tic and beautiful. In some places it cxhibits wild pre-
cipices, shaded by shrubs and fir-trees: in others, plams
and valleys intersected by strcams. Westward of
Erzero'n is an extensive plain, almost covered with
villages, and in a state ofp cultivation nearly supcrior
to that o1 most other countries under the dominion
of the Turks. ’

" Erzerum, the largest city in Armenia, is scated in a
fine plain, about four miles south of onc of the branches
of the Euphrates, On a rising ground, in the midst
of the L.ildings, stands the castle or citadel, the walls
of which are of great extent, in good repair, and Have
hattlements and angular towers. These walls have
four gates, which are covered with plates of iron,

»
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The houses are, in general, small and mean; in some
places built of stonc, and in others of mud or sun-
burnt bricks. They have flat roofs, on wlich grass
grows, and on whlc%: even sheep and calves are some-
times fed.  ‘The bazars are numerons. A few of them
have domes; but the others e terraces, hke the
houses, and afford a comnion read for foot-passengers,
,who ascend and descend by fhghts of steps. Wherever
a street intervenes, a biidge is thrown across; and thus
the Ine 15 continued without nterruption. The shops
in the bazars are well stocked, and the place exhibits
an appearance of much industty. A considerable trade
is elnacd on, by the nhalntants, with all the large
cities of Tuikey and” Persia. The principal exports
are leathcr and copper; and the waports are cotton,
rice, ik, sugar, coftee, and European cloths.

This place 15 smd to contam fifteen thousand fami-
liecs of Mahometans, who, with the pasha, reside
cliefly within the citadel. It hkewise contams between
four and five thousand famlies of Armenian, and about,
thrce bundied and fifty of Greek Christians. The
Armenians have two churches, and the Greeks one,
In Erzaaum there are fifty mosques, twenty khans or
caravausc1as, and seventeen public baths. ‘T'he domes
of the mosques are covered with lead, and ornamented
with gilt balls and crescents. Abeout a thousand Per~
sians live in a caravanscra, and managg, by caravans,
the tiade with their own country.

Many rcmains of antiquity are observable in dif-
ferent parts of the city. he inhabitants date its
foundation as early as the time of Noah, and ignorant]
believe that some of their present edifices were built
in the time of that patmarch.

Narrative of Caplain KiNXeIR'S journcy from Erze-
rum, through Bagdad, to the Persian Gulf. ‘

Carrary Kiwnciv, accomponied by a Mr. Chavasse,
was at Erzerum about the middle of June, 1814. As
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the road, towards Betlis and Sert, was said to e in-
fested with banditti,, it was requisite to take with them
several servants, They mounted their horses in the
afternoon of the 22d, and commenced their journey, by*
proceeding over ti ~ hill, beyond the city. At the fifth
mile they descended #utc a bollow, which had a fme
plain on the left hand, and 4 range of lofty mountains
on the right as well as in front. ‘They continucd their
journcy among the mountains, and forded many rapiud
streams, until miduight, when they discovercd, by the
Eosition of the stars, that they had lost their way.

he cold was intense, and the ground was damp and
marshy. Notwithstanding this, and their fear of Tob-
bers, they were compelled to lie down on the wet
grass. At sun-rise, they found themsclves close to the
source of a river, which they afterwards discovered to
be the Araxcs  They then travelled, almost due south,
down a fertile but uncultivated valley, and along the
left bank of the river; which was covered with wil-
lows and tufts of woods, the rcsort of hons, tigers,
and wild boars.

On the ensuing day they arrived at a large village
called Ginnis or Khinsis, the houses of which are built
i every way similar to thosc described by Xenophon,
The inhabitants, who had never before scen an I'nro-
pean, appeared to view the travellers with the numost
astonishment.  They were Armenians, and seemed to
be very poor. Their church was surrounded by many
«uncouth tomb-stones, bearing the shapes of horses,
elephants. and cows,

he travellers pext halted at an encampment of
wandering Kurds, pitched on the banks of a rivulet.
They elighted at the tent of the chief, who gave them
& cordial reception, and who, instead of being an un-
civilised burbarian, as they had expected to find him,
was smooth and polished in his manners. He beckon-
ed them to sit down; and ordered coffee to be served,
and dinner to be prepared, His tent was about fifty
feet in Jength, am{, thirty in breadth, formed of coarse
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woollen' cloth, and supported by nine small poles.
The walls were made with cane bound together by twist-
ed purple silk, and were about four feet high. -Oue end
was allotted to his women, and the other to the chief, who
sat on a silken cushion, having, on each side, long felts
spread for the”accommodation of the visitors. Soon
after they were scated, the chief addressed the Tatar,
or Mahometan servant who accompanied them, desir-
ing to know what sort of a place England was; as he
had heard that the people were wise, and made excellent .
cloth and pistols. The Tatar, with much gravity,
assured him that England was a city two hundred
hours in circumference, completely filled with eme-
ralds, rubies, and all sorts of rith merchandise; an ace
count which secmed td excite the surprise of the Kurd,
“although he did not express a doubt of the T'atar’s.
veracity, He then ordered his horses to be brought
out for the strangers to look at; and the whole
party afterwards sat down to a dinner, cousisting of a
large dish of meat, two plates of cheese, tivo bowls of
sour milk, and an abundance of good bread, served u;
on a large piece of leather instead of a table-cloth. -
On leaving this encampment, Captain Kinneir and.
his party ascended a range of hills south of the tents ;"
after which they again descended into the pldin. * The'
réads, generally speaking, were good ;" and the country
was, for the most part, fertile, covered with fine verdure,
and with great quantities of wild asparagns. The
inhabitants of the villages appeared to be a rude and’
inhospitable race. At some distance beyond this the
travellers had a dclightful ride along the wargin of the
lake of Van, and within about half a mile of.the shore;.
the mountains descending, in a gentle slope, towards"
the water. The day was calni and excessively hot.
The lake, which is near thirty miles in circumference,”,
resembled an immense mirror, reflecting the ‘mountaing™
on both sides. Captain Kinneir perceived the gity of.
Van on the opposite shore: it ,was due east, and aps.
peared to be twenty-five or-thirty miles distans.  ~ .
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The travellers arrived at Betlis, on the $d of July.
This is a city in Kurdistan, in the heart of the mountains
of Haterash, and on the banks of two small rivers
which flow into the Tigris. In form it resembles a
crab, of which the .astle, a fine old building, is the
body, and the ravines, wli~h branch out in many dif-
ferent dircctions, represent the arms. The city is so
ancient, that, according to the tradition of the mhabi-
tants, it was founded a few ycars after the flood, by a
direct descendant of Noah. The houses, which are ad-
mirably built of hewn stone, are flat-roofed, and, for the
-most part, surrounded with gardens of apple, pear,
plum, walnut, and cherry-trecs. The streets, being in
general steep, are difficult of access, and cach house
seems of itself a petty fortress. Many of the houses
have large windows, with pointed arches; and the cas-
tle, which is partly inhabited and partly in rwmns, seems
to be a very ancient structure. It stands upon an in-

,sulated and perpendicular rock, which riscs abruptly
from a hollow in the midst of the city. The walls are
constructed of the same kind of stone as the houses, and
the ramparts arc ncarly a hundred fect in height. This
€ity contains thwty mosques, cight churches, four hum-
mums or baths, and several khans; and the population
is said to amount t6 twelve thousand persons, of which
one half are Mahometans, and the remamder are Chris-
tians of the Armenian persuasion. The rivers are
crossed by upwards of twenty bridges, each of one arch,
‘and built of stone. The bazars are well supplied with
fruit and rrovisions; but most other articles, such as
cloth, hardware, &c. are excessively dear. Meichants
&Qmetimes venture to bring goods to Betlis, in well-
armed caravans: but the state of the country is such,
that they are in inccssant dread of being plundered and
put to death by robbers.

. Apples, pegrs, plums, and walnuts, come to perfection

. &t Betlis; and the vineyards of a village six miles east
*of the town, produce excellent wing, but the lands are
principally used for pasture, The gardens are watered
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by small aqueducts or canals, from the rivers, and
mountains. :

On the morning of the 7th, the travellers set out for
Sert. They entered one of the many ravines in which
the Betlis is situated; the houses being almost hidden
from the view by the luxuriant foliage of the trees. At
the end of the first mile they quitted the suburbs; and,
crossing the river, continued to travel on its leit bank,
over rough and stony ground. A varied but mountein-
ous country continucd all the way to Sert.  This place,
both from its name and position, as well as from the
tradition of i#ts inhabitants, appears to represent the
antient Tigranocer{as, mentioned by Plutaich in his
life of Lucullus. It is now a casaban, or large village,
and 19 situated in a small plain surrounded by lofty
mountains. It contains three small mosques, a college,
and an Armecnian church; and the inhabitants, who
are thrée thousand in number, are patly Mahometans
and partly Christians, of the Armenian, Chaldean, and
Nestorian seets.  The houses aic so constructed, that
the apartments arc arched, and each house has a hall
open at onc end for the reception of visitors, and a flat
root where the inhabitants sleep in summer. Therc are
no remams of antiquity, nor indced can any such be ex-
pected in a country where the buildings are scldom
composed of durable materials.

The adjacens country is, comparatively speaking, in
an improved state of culture; and the people were, at
this time, busily employed in collecting the barvest.
All the produce of the land belongs to the chief, -and is
retailed, by him, to lus followers, whose labour he
commands, and who look up to him for protection and
support.

From Sert, which theyleft onthe 12th, thecourse of the
travellers lay ina south-westerly direction, towards Mer.
din. Before night they arrived at a place called Ooshy,
consisting of a%arge castle, situated®on an eminente,
and surrounded bymudhws. The moon shone brightly,
and the long figures of the Kurds, dressed in white from
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head to foot, were scen gliding along the battlements.
'On the travellers knocking at the gate, it was opened
by five or six persons, who introduced them into a kind
* of outer court. Here a parley was hicld with the chief]
- who spoke to thein from the top of the great tower;

and, by his orders, they were conducted to the roof of
.the gate, where they slept soundly until morning.

In their progress from this place, they followed
a'path which Jled through an undulating country, that
produccd exccllent erops of wheat and barley; and was

. bounded, towards the left, by a’ lofty chain of moun-
tains.  On the ensuing, day they forded a‘branch of the
T'igris, about sixty, yards wide, but very shallow.

Not long afterwards they arrived at a spot wherc
several families of Kurds resided, in caves cut out of
"the sides of the mountains. They then entcred the
Plain of Diarbekr, which was covered with luxuriant
crops of wheat and barley. *Tlis noble plain, one hun-
dred and twenty yards in extent, has a soil capable of
yielding two crops in the year. . .

The travellers now bent their course nearly south-
‘ward, through valleys and dcfiles of the mountains,
where they were in momentary dread of being assassi-
nated, either by banditti, or by their own treacherous
;guards. = At length they joyfully entercd the gates of
Merdin, at four o'clock in the afternioon of the 17th,
and took up their abode with the archbishop, who gave
them a kind and most hospitable reception. The ter-
‘race of his house commanded an extensive view of the
vast. plain of Mesopotamia, once crowded with cities
.and villages, but now a dreary waste, abandoned to the
wandering Arabs.

.2 Merdin, the old Roman position of Marde, is situ-
ated on the southern side of a steep and rocky moun-
tdin, the summit of which is crowned with a citadel now
in ruitis. . The town is surrounded by a stone wall,
about.two nitlés %ind a half in circuit. The houses, for
thoséof #fTurkish town, are well-built, and most of
them aye.very ancient. The.inhabitants are Turks,
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Arabs, Chaldeans, Nestorians, Catholics, Armenians,
and Jews. There are also, as Captain Kinneir was in~
formed, about a hundred families of Guebres, or
worshippers of fire, who hold their mysterics a profound
secret, and expose their dead on the top of a tower, to
be tornin picces by vultures. »

Captain Kinneir was advised to wait, at Merdin, for a
caravan, as the passage of the desert between Nisibin
and Mosul, was attended with much danger, in conse-
quence of the depredations of a people called Zezidees,
who arc said to worship, or rather to deprecate the
devil, This people, who are very numcrous, bave,
withit a few years, attained so much power, as to
threaten all the adjacent territory with subjection.
They dwell in wvillages, or rather m caverns, excavated
in the sides of the mountains, and wage incessant wars
fare agamst the Mahometaus.

Captain Kinneir could leatn but little concern-
ing their customs and religious rites. Ile, how-
ever, ascertained that they are divided into tribes or
imlies, governed by sheiks; and that they are firmly
united in one common bond of union, for the preserva-
tion of their iberty and independence.  In the side of
a great wountain, called Abdul Azcez, thirty hours
distant from Merdin, is a deep cavern, where, on a cer-
tain day in the year, tlus people make offerings to
the devil, by throwing jewels, or picees of gold and sil-
ver into the abyss, which is said to be so deep that no
line ever reached the bottom, and which, as they sup-
pose, leads to the infernal regions. They dress in the
same manner as the Turks, and arc armed with
lances, swords, and pistols.  Their horses areexcellent,
and ¢apable of great excrtion; and, in their plundering
expeditions, they cither murder those whom they attack,
or strip them of the whole of their property, and leave
themn to perish in the desert. :

Notwithstanding the danger of which they had be:3
warned, Captain Iginneir and his friend, heing suppli
with a strong guard, were reaolved to praceed on their
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journey. Mounting their horses about mid-day of the
19th, they descended the Merdifi“mountains, by a rough
and stony road, upwards of two miles in length., At
the foot of the hill stands a village called St. Elijuh,
and so called, because it is believed that the prophet
-Blijah took his ascent to l.e.aven from this spot. ..~

. At some distance -beyond it they arrived at the ruins
of Dara; and the ﬁrst'obljects that attracted their atw
tention, on entering the village, were an immense num-
ber of catacombs, of different sizes and shapes, exca-
vated into the face of a mountain. ‘I'he-slope of the
mountain, for ncarly a quarter of a mile, vwas covered
with them. Captain Kinneir entered a small opening,
where the rock, on threc sides, was smoothly cut to the
height of thirty or forty feet. Here he saw nwnerous
catacombs, some of them twenty feet above the level
of the ground; and two with Greek inccriptions, but so
much obliterated, that he could neither decipher nor
copy them, At the further end was a noblc cave, the
tomb, no doubt, of some_distinguished personage. It
was eighty feet in lcugth, and forty in breadth; had a
polished surface on all sides ; aad was connccted, by sub-
terrancous passages, with the adjoining catacomhs. Tt
appears to have been lighted from above by a lofty
dome. A sort of platform, or gallery, suppori~d by an
arcdde of twelve arches, embraced its three sides; while,
on the fourth, it was entered by a handsome semicir-
cular arch, beautifully ornamented.

. -On quitting the catacombs the travellers proceeded to
visit tue ruins of Dara, once the bulwark of the ecast.
I'he foundation of the walls and towers, built of large
Jewn stones, may be traced across the valley, and over
weveral low rocky hills; and their cireuit appeared to
hé nearly two miles and a half. A small stream,
whi.h flows through the niiddle of the place, had in-
duc¢ed. .several Kurdish and Anncnian families to fix
their residence amidst the ruins.’ .Besides the walls and
¥owers, the remains of many buildfngs attest the former
grandeur of Dira. 'In'the centre’of the place ‘4fe the
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ruins of a palace or chureh, one hundred paces in
length, and sixty in breadth, The foundations consist
of a prodigious number of subterraneous vaulted cham.
bers, entered hy a narrow passage, forty paces in length,
The ground is eovered with broken columns and capi-
taly, all of which appear to have been obtained from the
adjomning quarries,

The rumns of Dare have a fine appearance, wheu
viewed fiom the plain of Mesopotamia; but the situa-
tion possesses no advantage, except an abundant supply
of water. A great number of storks have taken pos-
session of the more elevated parts of the walls. The
travellers slept on the top of the cottage of & Nestorian
priest; and, at sun-nise oa the mornmg of the 20th, they
set out for Nisibin, where they arrived the same day. -
T'ns 15 a miserable village, built atmdst the ruins of the
ancient aty of Nisibis, famous m the history of the
wars of the Romans against the Persians, The 1emains
of several ancient bml{{iings are yet to be secn.

Between Nisbin and Maosul the travellers experienced
many dangers from the predatory disposition of the n-
habitants.  The heat £so was so mtense, and the
fatigucs of the journey were so great, that M. Chavasse,
who had becn taken 1l at Merdin, sank rapidly under
them,

[ Vosul 13 a populous town near the hanks of the
I'enin. It contains many handsome buildings, exclu«
sive of the baths, mosques, and minarets, which are all
af hewn stone. The bazar is large and well supplied,
and most of the articles, except clothing, are sold at
very moderate prices.  Various manufactories ave cht-
ried on here, and in some of them the inbabitants excel
even Europeans. Therr saddles and trappings fpr
horses, in particular, are very elegant. They also make
carpets of silk, embroidered with flowersand trimmings
of various kinds, for the dreas both of men and women;.
and their manufactories of copper and iron are ver

numerous. The town is surrounded 'by a stron, dﬂ{\-
lofty wall, built with hewn stong; The space ymh? the
F



08 KINNEIR'S .mm(%r FROM

wall 1s not entirely occupied with houses, many places
Lemg covered wu{ vuins; which proves that it has
formerly been much more populous than 1t 1s at pre-
sent, These r1ums extend to a great distance on the
banks of the ivea. They are suppnsed to be the re-
mams of the aneient Nmeveh; and the mhabitants
show an artificial tumulus of emth, which they believe
to have been the tomb of the prophet Jonah.

Captain Kinnen had a raft built at Mosul, for the
*rurposo of conveynig Mr. Chavasse, with ap lhttle

atigue as possible, to Bagdad; and, m the evenng of
the 8th of August, they embarked. The 1aft was
about twenty feet in length and fourteen in breadth,
and was constructed of 1eeds and planks bound closely
togethel, and supported on mflated sheep-skins. A
shed or house, formed of Iattice-work, and covered with
thiek felts, stood m the muddle ; and in this two couches
were placed for the accommodation of the captain and
lus filend. Small openings or windows, which had
been made to admit a thorough draught of awr, rendered
1t cool and refreshing. At seven m the evening they
pushed from the shore; and, dunected by two paddles,
they dropped down the sthieam, at the rate of abont four
rules and a halCan hour.

‘The banks of the river, for about two hundred yards
fiom the water, on each side, were covered wich g nden:
of willows and cucumbers, where temporary habitations
had been pitched for the gardeners; but all beyond ths
distance was a sandy and uncultivated waste. Much ot
the coun* y through which they afterwards passed was
dpmert, as far as the eye could reach; but, 1 some

aces, weie seen the remains of ancient edifices.

Before theh arrival at Bagdad, Captan Kmneir had
to lament the death of his friend, who sank exhausted
on his couch, and, at midnight of the 10th of August,
expired wathout pam and without a stiuggle.

At five in the mormng of the. 13th he reached the
vill £ ja, fiom which, thraugh almost the
wholefemainder of the way to Bagdad, both the banks
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of the Tigns were eovered with melon-gardens, He
landed at'a village ahhort ths porth of the town of
Kazameen, and, having hired a'ouple of horses, rode
into Bagdad, leaving baggege, m the raft, to the
cai?ﬂﬁl:dm?t& nd popul he b

is a large a; pulous city on the banks of
the Tanggm. It extends Egout three mules along the
xiver, and is at least two miles in wadth, Its streets
are narrow and dirty; and, though the houses are bet-
ter built than those of any ety in this part of Asia, they
have the general external appeaiance of prmons.
Many of them, however, have commodious apartments ;
and particularly subterraneous rooms, arched and orna-
mented with stuceo-work, to which the families retne,
in the day-tme, during the hot months of June, July,
and August. Many of the public edifices, particularly
the mosques, and hummums or baths, are construeted
of hewn stone, and have a handsome appearance. The
hazar 1s extensive and well supphied with a great va-
riety of articles; but the prices are, in general, high.
The manufactories that aic carried on here are few,
and are chiefly confined to articles of 1mmediate use;
such as shoes, boots, clothes, saddlery, and culinary
utensils,

The Armcnians at Mosul, send great quantities of
voppcr down tlie Tignis, upon rafts of timbai. On
tnar annval at Bagdad the rafts are sold, wood bein
hcre vay scarce; and the copper i shipped on boar
lmge vessels for Bussora.

So intensely hot is the chimate of this place, that,
during the summer, meat which is killed early in the
morning, becomes putrid before mght. The butchers
and poulterets, consequently, kill their meat twice s
day, so that it has secarcely tme to become ¢ool before
it 15 dressed.

On the banks of the Euphratés, about fifty rmules
south from Bagdad, 1s the town 6 Fillah, which stands
uzon the site of the ancient Babylon. Nearly zg
whole intervening country is a flat and uncul¢jva

2
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waste; but it is érassed by the lines of wany canals,
now dry. and negl which itidicate: that it must
formerly have been In a state of cultivation. It is
¢1so0 strewed with broken bricks, and with other build-
ing materials, the 1emains of ancient towns and villages.
'T'he only inhabitants are 4 fow Aiabs, .

The presept ruins of Babylon consist of mounds of
earth, formed by the decomposition of sun-burnt bricks,
of which the city was chiefly built.

These mounds are channelled and” furrowed by the
weather; and their surface 18 strewed with preces of
brick, pottery,and bitumen or mineral pitch, ‘I'he whole
area of the remains, on the eastern side of the river,

- nicasures about twp miles and a quatter in breadth,
fiomn east to west, and somewhat more than two nules
and a half from north to south; and, if some land, ap-
parently gained from the river smce the existence of
Babylon as a aty, be added to its width, tlic area will
form nearly a square. Some of the most important
buldings have been constructed of furnace<burnt bicks,
cemented with hime-mortar, which, at thisday, is extreme-
ly hard and solid. In several patts the mounds have
been peiforated to a great depth, for the purpose of ob-
taming biichs, to be used in modern buldings. Many
of these have msciiptions stamped upon them, and ap-
pear to have been embeidlded mn bitumen, Innumecra-
ble fragments of pottery, brick, bitumen, pebbles, vitri-
fied brick or scoria; and even shells, bits of glass, and
mathet;of-pegrl, are found among the ruins,

O&é.bf he masscs of ruins is eleven hundred yards in
1 , cight Aundred yards wide, and about sixty feethigh
‘h?fve the level of the pldin: and at spme distance north
-ofit is another grand fass, Every vestige that is discos

verable in the latter, indicates it to have been composed

of puildings superior to the rest. The bricks are all of
the finest description; but the operation of extracting
them fat, taodern buildings, has caused great confusion,
3 ibuted much to increase the difficulty of
'the original design of the buildings.
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The workmen have {figrced into the mound in every di-
vection; have holloWed out deep ravines and pits, and,
in so doing, have thrown up the rnbbish in heaps on
the smface, In several places they have boréd mnto
the solid mass, and have formed winding caverns and
subterrancous passages, which, being left without ade~
quate support, have, in some instances, fallen in and
buried the workmen. ]n addition to the substances
generally strewed on the surfaces of the mounds, theré
are here found fragments of alabaster vessels, pieces of
fine earthenware, marble, and great nuinbers of var-
mshed tiles, the glazing and ”co%ouring of which are
surprisingly fresh. Mur. Rich, the British resident at
Bagdad, who very scenrately examined these ruins,
found, in one of the hollows Of};lliﬂ mound, a sepulchral
urn of earthenware; and, near it, some human benes,
wlich fell mto powder on® being touched. He ala
discovered a rudcly-formed coossal figure of a lion,
rut out of caarse ranite,

Ahout two hundred yards north of the mound i 2
ravine or hollow in the ruins, which has been formed m
diggung for bricks; and, alittle to the westward of the
1avine, is a condprcuous object, which is called, by the
natives, *the palace.” Several portions of walls and
piers of this building, are here ta be seen, canstructed
of fine burnt brick, and not obstructed by rubbish. 1n
sonte parts of 1t, Mr. Rich imagued that he could trace
the effects of an earthquake.

Previously to the examination of these rwns by Mr.
Rich, the most northern of the mounds had usual}
been considered as the remains of the fowet of Balbel,
or of Belus, as 1t is called by the Grecian historigns.
It is of oblong shape, and irregular in 1ts height and in
the length of its sides. Its longest sde measures
about two hundred and twengtyaﬂb, and its loftiest
elevation is one hundred and for¢y-one fect, Near the
summit appeats a low wall, built pf unburnt bricks,
mixed up with chup;mi straw or reeds, and cerfiented

egrest thickness; and the' gdath-

with clay-mortar o
with something like a turi¢t

west angle is crown
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All the sides are worn, by the rains, into furrows, some

of which are of great depth. Th® summit is covered
» with heaps of rubbish, among which whole bricks, with

inseriptions upus thems, are frequently dag up.

Theso are the remains of Babylon, on the eastern side
of the Euphrates. Mr. Rich states that the tract of
ground on the western side, is flat, and intersected by
canals, and contains no vestiges of ancient buildings,
exur two small mounds, which do not ¢xceed one
hundred yards in extent. But, on the same side of

sthe river, and at the distance of about six miles south-
west from Hillah, he visited a ruin, by far the most
stupendous of all that had appertained to Babylon. It
is called, by the Arabs, gz’rs Nemproud, and by the
Jews, Ncbuchadnezzar's prison. At a distance it has
the appearance of a eircular hill, crowned by a tower;
and it has a high ridge, extending along its foot. 'The
whole ¢circamference of the mound is seven Lundred
and sixty-two yards: from its summit isgues a sohd
pile of brick-work, thirty-seven feet high and twenty-
eight broad, diminishing, in thickness, towards the
the (top, and pestetrating, in a sloping direction, down-
ward, through the mound. The.nasonry of this ruin
was swuperior to any thing of the kind that Mr. Rich had
ever seen, When perfact, the edifice appears to have
Been a solid pile, comgosed, in the interior, of unburnt
bricks, and perhaps of earth or rubbish. It was con-
structed in receding stages, and was faced with burnt
Yyitksi which, had inscriptions upon them; and it ap-
Jpeary to aave been reduced by violence to its present
‘Woddition, The u stories have been foraibly
broken down; aud fire has evidently been employed as
‘%xmtmmem of destruction, though it is not easy to

¢ither for what purpose or”in what manner. The
whole mound has been surrounded by a four-sided
enclosnre,

- M Rich, after a minnte examination, s inclined to
belighe hunthede are the remains of the fower of Bubel,
ofielus, "He fs also of opinion that the rums of

lon, in their present state, perfectly accord with
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the descriptions whigh have been given of them by
ancient writers; and he says, that the more the subject
i‘s in&njuigated, the stronger will the conformity be
ound. ) -

_. Captain Kinneir embarked on the Tigris about noon
ofthe 15th of August. The river had fallen eonsider~
ably ; but its current was still sufficiently rapid to convey
him to Bussora in seven days. In the evening he pass-
ed the ruins of Clesiphon on one side, and those of
Seleucia on the other. From Scleucia to Koole, a small
Aiab hamlet, half way betwixt Bagdad and Bussors,
the country, on both sides of the river, was an upin-
habited desert; and the intermediate banks, to the
breadth of tWenty or thirty yards, weic covered with
thick brush-woad, the haunt of ferocious animals, As
the vessel floated down the stream, several lions were
observed basking in the sun.

Immediately opposite to Koote is a great canal, call-
ed the Ige, which connects the Euphrates with the
Thgris. uthward of Koote, 2 considerable part of
the desert, on both sides, was under water, in conse-
quence of the overflowing of the river, Half way be-
tween this village and Korna, our traveller passed the
mouth of ariver, which is called, by the Arabs, A1 Hud ;
and, at day-break, on the morning of the 21st, he ar-
rived m safety, at Bussora.

[This 15 a considerable city, on the western bank of
the united streams of the TFigris and Euphrates; aod
is peculiatly celebrated for the extensive plantations of
date-t1ees m its vieinity. It ¢ontains about fifty thou
sand inhabitants; and 1s surrounded a wall of elay,
sad to be twelve miles in circuit. e streets arc
narrow, and most of the buildings are constructed in
the T'urkish manner, As the river is navigeble, from
the Persian Gulf, for vessels of considerable burden,
Bussora has been found & convehient “station for com
merce betwixt India, Turkey, and other countries;
and merchants from Arabia, Turkey, Armenia, Greece,
and India, reside heie, The bazar is nearly twa.miles
long, and is well supplied with goods,

* e
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Cighth Way's Instruction.

ARABIA.

ARABIA 15 a peninsula of great extent. It is hounded
on the north by the Mediterranean Sca and Syria; on
the west by the Red Sca; on the south by the Indian
Occan; and on the cast by the Persian Gulf and
Persia.  Its ancient division was into three regions of
Arabia Pet1ea, Arabia Deserta, and Arabia Felix.

Of these, Arabia Petrea lies towairds the north-west,
One part of it was inhabited by the Edomites, and
another part by the Amalehitcs; and a considerable
district of it constituted the Descrt of Paran. In
Arabia Petrrea are the two mountains of Smai and
Horeb, so well known by the events which are recorded
in the Old Testament. Here it was that Moses recaived
the law and promulgated it to the Israchtes; and in
thig part of Arabia was the wildeiness in which that
people so long wandered before they were permtted
to 1each the promised land. With the exception of
some fertile spots, and a few tracts which are capable
of yielding pasture for flocks and cattle, it 1, ut this
day, a harren, rocky, and desolate region. Nearly the
same character may be applied to Arabia Deserla,
which lies south of Syria, and cast of Arabia Petrzea
and the l.od Sea. Arabia Feliz, or “ Arabia the
Happy,” has its appellation, not so much from its soil
being peculiarly nch, in comparison with that of coun-
tries n more favoured chmates, as from its contiast
with the barrenness of the immediately-adjacent dis-
tricts. Tt extends from Arabia Deserta, southward, to
the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf; and sonme
commmentators on the Old Testament assert, that it was
from this country the queen of Sheba went to visit the
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/eourt of Solomon; but the place of her residence is
not now-known.

Araba is, at present, divided into five govermments,
of which those of Yemen and Ilejaz are the prinapat,
Yemen extends along the coast of the Red Sea, fiom

~the Straits of Babelmandel to Capo Rasalgat; and, fiom
a very remote period, has been famous for the fernhity
of 1ts sojl and the value of its natural productions. [ts
principal cities are Mocha, Aden, and Sanaa. Fejes
15 north of Yemen, and has, for the most part, a sol
so parched and barren as to afford neither water, nor
fruit, nor harvests. The two prmeipal towns me
Megea and Medma.

As a considerable part of this cocuntry lies within
the region of the tornd sone, its climate 1 intenscly
hot.  But, except during the xamy <eason, 1t 1s saxd to
enjoy a pure atwosphere and a serene sk{'. It has but
few rivers, and nonce of them are navigable.

In the most fertile distriets are grow n rice, wheat, bar-
ley, maize, a hind of nullet called duria, heans, tobac-
co, cottony garden vegetables of numerouns kinds, herbs,
and flowers. In Yemen thare is a distizet about fifiy
leagues in length, and twenty leagues broad, which
y«1ds an abundance of coffce, and frankincense, myrrh,
manna, and other valuable gums; beudes fiwt of
varions kmds, honey, wax, aud other wseful piodu -
&ons.  On the plams of Arabia Petraa grow acscia-
trees, which yicld in abundance, the atticle that 1s <old
m our shops under the name of gum arabic. The
annnals produced in these coungries a1e chiefly horses,
oxen, sheep, mules, goats, hogs and camels, Nothing
can exceed the care that is taken by the Arabians m
breeding and in training their horses.  'T'he pedigree nt
these animals is vecorded with the utmost attention,
and, in many cases, is traced as far back as a thousand
years, The Arabs me much addicted to falschood;
but this is a subject of so much importance, that upon
it they have scarcely ever been known to prevaricate,

¥ 3 .
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A horse of bigh birth is sometimes sold at the price of
eight hundred or a thousand crowns.

Domestic poultry, of various kinds, are common in
all the towns and villages of Arala. On the coasts of
the Red Sea are found numerous kinds of sca-fowls;
and the deserts of the interior are frequented bv
ostuches.

Little is known concerning the mineral productions
ot Arabia. In the province of Yemen there are some
lead-wmines and a few iron-mines. A kmnd of agates call-
ed Mocha-stones, cornelians, onyxes and sardonyxs are
fuornd in the same province; and rock-salt and alabas-
ter are known to be productions of this country.

The governmert of Arabia 15 divided among nu-
merous imans and sheiks, The dtle of iman, or
“ vicar,” that is, a representative of Mahomet, is eccle~
mastical. The infurior governments are conductcd by
shcks.  Thrs is a term which sigmifies “old men;”
and is 1arely blended with the ecelesiastical characier,
The govermment of Yemen is harcditary, amd the imen
is an mdependent prince, wha acknouledgswno supc~
vior, etther in spiritusl or in temporal affains.™ e can-
not, however, be considered despotie, for he has not
the power of hfe and death.  If any of his subjects aie
accu-ed of a crime, they mnst be tricd before a sumpeme
tribuual, consisting of several cadis o1 judges, of which
the :man 15 only the president. ‘Lhe govanors or e
taiets are called dolag.

Betore the discovery of a passage, round the Cape
of Good Hope to Indja, the comncree of Arabia was
of great hnportance; for its ports then facilitatcd a

* cagamunication between the eastern and western wonld.
'Fhe productigns of the east were thence transferred
across the Red Sea, and, by cwavans, through Afr.ca,
to the coast of the Mediterrancan; but now they aye
chipped dircetly from the ports of India.

The inhabitants of Arabia are clue fly Mahometans;
kut among them are some Jews and Christians. They
tre, for the most part, low of stature; have slender
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* bodies, swarthy complexions, and dark-brown or black
hair. Several tribes of Arabs unite in clans, and lcad
a wandering life. Some, as the Bedowins, subust als
most wholly by plundef. Others possess extensive
flocks and herds, which they diive about, from place
to place, for the purpose of water and pasturage. 'l hey
tahe their honses or huts to pieces; and, with thewr
domestic utensils, convey them, from place to place,
on the backs of camels. Lvery clan or family has a
species of domestic government, which is perfectly in-
dependent, and somewhat resembles that of the ancient
patriarchs.

In the towns the principal kouses are built of stone,
and* have flat terrace-100f8; but those in the country,
occupied by the lower classes, are small, cirenlar huts,
formed of the stems and branches of date-trees, and
roofed with mats made of rushes.  No person enters a
house without having first put off his shaes. The
men .'m?i women usually occupy ranges of apartiments
distnet from ecach other.

The ians have several modes of sitting, but
that w cy chiefly adopt is with their legs cressed
beneath their body. The habits and amusewaents of
such as reside in towns, much resemble tlose of the
Turks. At their meals they squat themsclves on the
ground; and, as they have no knives nor forks, they
use then fingers in tearing their food te pieces, and
puttmy it mto their mouths. They eat considerable
quantiies of pillaw, or hoiled rice. They bruise their
giam with stones; and, in the deserts, they bake eakes
on a plate or gridiron, upon wood-ashes or dried
camels’ dung.

The head-diess of the Arab chiefs is said to consist
of fifteen ¢dps lid over one another: some of*linen,
aud others of cloth ar cotton, The uppermast iy
richly embroidered with gold; and, over the whole,
they wrap a piece of muslin, ornamented at the ends
with silk or gold fringe. In the lower classés the
men wear only two caps, with 2 sash bound raund

£
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their head. Some of the Arabs wear drawers and a
shirt; but most of them have only a piece of linen
round their loins, a broad girdle, and a picce of cloth
upon their shoulders. In othcr respects they are
noked. In the colder districts the people adopt a kind
of ¢lothing made ~F sheep-shins,  Persons of the mud-
dle rank wear sandals wistead of shoes. Drawers, aid
a wide kind of shirt, constitu > nearly the whole dicss of
the women. The latter, m several of the provinces,
wear different hinds of vals they also weai 1ngs on
their fingers and arms, and m their noses and cars
‘I hey stamn then nails xed, and thar hands and foet of
a browmish yellow, and tinge thar eye-lashes and the
arcle of thar cyes black.

Ah Bey, speaking of the inhabitants of Mecea and
1t3 viennty, states that the womdn thcie enjoy more
Iiberty than those of any other Mahomctan city that
he had seon.  Lahe the women m Egypt, they cova
therr faccs with a piece of cloth, m which are worked
two holes for the cycs, but these holes are so large
that half the face, and, 1n some 1nstances, whols
face 18 exposed. They all wear a sort of I, made
of blue and white striped linen, which they put on with
much grace; but, whcn a sight of then face 15 obtam-
ed, the illusion 18 sgon dispelled, for they are m gone-
ral sallow and ugly. ‘Lhey engrave mdelible maiks
upon thewr sk, ard they stamn then eye-hids bluk,
their teeth yellow, and then hps, fiet, and hands of a
red tile colour, Their dress consists of an unmense

ntaloon, which descends into then shppers, or half-

ts. » These are of ycllow leather, and the panta-
Toon 15 of .uriped cotton. The poorer sort wear boots

blue cloth; and have 2 kind of shift, of extraord:-
naty Mze and form. It 1 composed of*two square
¢loths, each six feet long and five broad, which are
&mted at the upper part, except an opening m the
middle, through which they pdss their head. The
sides remain open from top to bottom,

Theggostame of the men at Mecca, particularly of
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-'the merchants and men of rank, is composed of an ex-
terior caftan, or robe, girded with a belt; a shirt,
drawers, and slippers. ‘The common people have scarce-
ly more than a shirt and drawers.
The Bedouin Arabs uwsuvally wear, over their coat,
large cloak without slceves, and, in general, marked
with altcrnate stripes of brown and white, each a foot
broad. They cover their heads with a handkerchief,
which is striped with ycllow, and red, and black.
Those who are rich wear a picce of muslin twisted
round their head, above the handkerchief, in the form
of a turban; but the poor go almost naked. The
weapons that are most common with the Bedouins, are
a lind of curved knife, a halbert, lance, and mace.
Some of them are armed with guns. The horsemen
carry spears, cach about ten feet and half long, orna-
mented with a tuft of black feathers at the jointing of
the iron.  The end next to the handle is also armed
with a point, which the bearer sticks perpendicularly
into the ground when he alights.

.

[

Narrative of Travels in Arabia, and of a Foyage from

Suez, along the Arabian shore of the Red Scn. By
Cawsrex Nicnunr.

Mg. Nispusir and some other gentlemen were offici-
ally employed, by the Danish goverument, upon a
scientific mission, to explore the most important dis-
tricts of Arabia. On the 30th of August, 1762, they
ariived at Sucz. This town is situated at the northern
extremity of the Red Sca; and has been built since
the end of the fifteenth century, near an ancient city
called Kolzinm, which was formerly an important place
of deposit, for goods from the various countries border-
ing on that sea. The present town is small, and thinly
inhabited: the houses arc chiefly built of unburit.
bricks, and are so close together as to render the
strects extremely narrow, The most important stone
buildings are the mosques, the khans, and the
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houses. The imnhabitants are cmefly Mahometans,
Greeks, and Copts, and, among them, are a few mer-
chants, who have correspondents mn Cawro and 1n the
towns of Arabia. Thr chief articles of tiade are coffee
and coin, T's place labours under the disadvantages
of having no tr b water, exccpt what 19 broughy, »
slans fiom a conside »ble distance, and in bengll-
supphed both with aunnal ‘nod and bread. Near the
town, al-o, the sea 15 so shallow as to be difficult of
access to shipping, except duning the highest tides

At bues, Mr. Nicbuhr was extremely annious to
nbtan mformation 1espicting a mountan called Jibbel
Mokatieh, or * Il of Inscirptions,” which was svep-
posed to exist in some part of the adjacent desert t
first the Arabs profisscd total ignorance of such a hill,
but the offcr of a hbaal 1eward nduced one of tlem
to conduct him and his fivnd Mr, Von I wven to 1t

Accompamed by this mn as a gude, they ttna ol
the <ame desert m which Mosts and the Isiachtes | ed
dwclt for <o many ycns  and, after sorme diy 1 wched
an cmnence, which the Arab pomted out to tha as
the ll of wlich they weie in scarch  On aseending
1t they found sevaal scpulcnal stones that warecovered
with iaoglyploces and busts, all evidently T gyvptian,
Mr. Nicbubr was proeccding to copy the mecnpt ms,
when the Arabs mterposcd to prevent him mt n g
then conviction that these, m the hands of ¥ wioy e ms,
possessed supornatnal powcrs, and weire mtcuad 1 to
draw lnddin trcasures from the bowels of the carth
He, honova, continved puvately to copy somc o
them, but he found them to differ very htue fiom
such as he had before gecp 1n Egypt.

Taom this place the tr.xelle)u dirceted then rowr ¢ to-
wards Mount Sinaz, thiough a country which, m genar al,
s ony, hut, was m some places, was wcll wataaed and
tertale.  LIns mountam, which 18 situated on a promoen-
tory b tween the o noithern extiemities ot the Red
hea, 18 called, by the Airabs, Jiwbel Musa, oo the
% Mountam of Moses.” Itis a rock of rcd gramte,
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-and has numerous ledges and fertile spots, to which
sotl has been ‘carried by human labour. Op its de-
ity stands a convent of Greek monks, det{'icated to
at. Catheune; which, at this time, was so surrounded
by paitics of Arabs, as to have become almost a prison.
Both mcn and provisions were drawn up and let down
w biskets; and an excellent garden belonging to the
convent was cntered by a subterraneous passage.
From the 1ccks above, the Arabs often shoot at the
monks; and 1f they can eize any of the straggling
bicthren, they release them only on payment of a hbe-
ral ransom.  This convent 1s beheved to stand on the
spot where Moses saw the burmng bush. .

At a hittle distance west fiom Smay, stands Mount
Ho b, ‘The a-cont of each of these eminenccs 18

+«p and 10cky, and the space of ground on which
t"+, stand 1s meonsidarable, when compared with ther
Fev nte Mount Smat 15 about one third the higher of
t » two; and 15 ascended by three thousand steps
which have been cut n the 10ck. At some distance
avove the convent 15 a spning of excellent water. b
yond this1s a chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary;
and on 1 small plam still lngher are two other chapels.

Shortly atter the reaun of Mr. Niebuhr and lus
tnd 1o Swuez, they cmbarked n a vessd to prorecd
donn the Red Sea,” 'Lhe ships engaged n this naviga-
con usuiily sul w wnall fleets, tor the purpasc of
w} g « wh other i case of danger, for, as they =al
(ls ¢ 10 the shor, annd reefs and coral rocks, and are
¢ adcd m a2 wost unshilful manner, wany of them
would othtawise be lost. -

‘L he voyagers pasied the ancient town of 7or, but
fornd 1ts port n rums, In the neighbourhood, how-
tve1, thae were some considerable viliages.  Beyond
this town they did not sce any mhabited place, till they
anived at Jambo, the port of Medina. Here the pas-
senen1s, who were destined for that eity, were landed.

[ Medina stands in the mudst of a sandy plam, and
at the distance of about fifty miles cast fiom the shore.
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Though a small and poor town, it is mueh resorted td~
by Mahometan pilgrims, in consequence of its having
been the burial-place of the founder of their rcligion.
The tomb of Mahomet is in a kind of chapel, within
the great mosque, and is surrounded by a gilt copper
grating, to previ.t too near an approach of his votas.

. ries. The building wlich covers it is hung with a
kind of silk stuff, embroidercd with gold. It is guard-
ed by forty cunuchs, placed there, as sorie persons say,
to securc the treasure of precious stomes and other
offerings of rich Mahometans; but, according to Mr.
Niebuhr, to prevent the populace from throwing dirt
upon the tomb, that they may afterwards scrape it oft’
"and preserve it as a kind of relic. ]

Before their arrival at Jidda, the voyagers were appre-
hensive of ill-treatment, from the bigotry of the Ma-
hometan inhabitants; but, on their arrival, they were
agreeably disappointed to find that they attracted httle
notice, and were in no degree molested. ‘The gover-
nor, on bheing informed that the strangets understood
astronomy, (a science which, in the cast, is considered
synonymous with astrology,) earnestly 1equested to
know from them, the success of a war in which he was
about to engage. Mr. Niebuhr candidly proftseed his
ignorance of the future; but one of his compamons
artfully gratified the governor, by a fuvourable pre-
diction.

[lJidda is a neat town, surrounded by a ditch and
walls, and situated in a plam, near the shore of the
Red Rea. The streets are regular; and the best
houses arc built of stone, and two or three stories
high. Tuey have all a great number of windows and
flat roofs. Thé public markets are well supplied, but
the price of provisions is high. As there is no river
not any spring near Jidda, there are no gardens in its
vicinity; and the inhabitants drink rain-water, which

wis presurved in tanks or cisterns. The atmosphere of
this town is constantly perfumed; for, in all places of
public,¥esort, there are men who scll water in glasses
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to drink; and who have a chafing-dish ncar them, in
which they burn incense and other aromaties. A suni-
lar practice is observed in the coffec-houses and shops.
Jidda 1s considered a principal mart of the commerce
of the Red Sea, Ships, from Mocha, bring hither cof-
fee,’and other productions of the East, wiuch are un-
loaded, and re-shipped for the varions ports on the
African and Arabian coasts.  All the manufactures of
Europe, particularly cloth, are receved at this place,
fiom Suez: but these do not serve to balance the cof-
fee and other productions of the East, which arc paid
for in Spamsh coin.] This place also derives consi-
derable support from the employment of 1ts mhabitants
in conveymng pilgrims and provisions to Mecea.

Mr. Nicbub: and his companions beng desnous of
proceeding to [odeida, were recommended to embark
m a Maskat vessel. But this, when they went on board,
arpo.ned more like a hogshead than a ship. The
planks wese thin and without pitch; and it was navi-
gated by a fow naked black slaves. They were, how
ever, advi.ed not to ‘be alarmed at appearances, as the
Mackat Arabs were gnod satlors. Accordingly, though
their accommodation was somewhat dcfective, they
embarked m it, and proceeded, slowly but sufely, along
a coast > desert as that between Sucz and Jidda.  On
arnving at Lokce, Mr. Nicbubr was surprised to find
the mhabitants of that part of Arahia considerably
more polished and courteons than any Arabians he had
hitherte scen. They were peculiarly inquiitive and
mtelligent. Elaving hitherto been acquamted with Ly
ropeans only as merchants, the arrival of a physician,
a botanist, and an astronomer, was, to them, an agree-
able novelty. The governor invited them to continue
some time 1n Loheia; and assured thew that they might
travel, in safety, through every part of the adjacent
country. .

The travellers, mounted on asses, set out, on a joute
ney, along the’ T'ehama, or sea-coast,district of Yemen.
Here they proceeded as safely as they could have done

\
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m England; and were annoyed only by the moving
sand, which covercd some parts of the tract. They
found Bet-cl-Fuhik, a city which had lately 11sen to
importance, thiough the fillng up of the harbour of
Ghalefha. ‘This} st encumstance had rwined Zebid,
once the most comn: 1l eity m the Tehama. Ho-
deda was the port of D el-Iakih, and had a toler-
able habour.  Tiom this place they set out on an e~
cursion to Ralhime and Iadie, among the coffce moun-
tains  ‘Ihe r1ocks Lere were enurely basaltic, and, m
many places, were formed mnto columns, which served
as props to the coffce-trees. The coffec plantat.ons
diffuscd a2 most dehicious perfume; and some of the
plentations, wihich were artifienally watened, yuclded
two crops m the year. In a subscquent excursion,
through another patt of the mountamns, Mr, Nichuhr and
lus companions pas-ed through the small towns of
Udden and Dsjoble, but found the country, on the
whole, thmly nhabited.  Mr. lorskal, the botamst
employed m this expcdition, was supposed, by the
natives, 1o be occupied m scarching for plants, that he
nught emplov them 1n making gold, wiule Mi. Nie-
bubr’s obseivations on the heavens procured tcr 1.m
the fame of 2 magician,

Aftcr these excusions the paity sct out foi Mo 1
On appioaching the Gty thyy were obhiged to disirvur t
from thun asses, and cuter it on foot. Afta thur
arnval they wddicwed thanselves to a merchant c dled
Salch lsmael, whose busmess seems to have heen to
prey upnu strangers; and who, not succcedmg with
them to fus wish, did them all the mjwry m his powes.
On going to the custom-housc, they found therr pack-
ages opened, and all theingoods very roughly handied.
Strong suspicion was excited agamnst them by some
preserved fishes and scapents, which they posscssed
any lawful object tor the colleetng of these, appe ned
wholly beyond the comprchension of this people.
The Wts m which they were preseived, formed an
atclt both profane and odious; wlile the smell, 1s5u-
ng £ om them, and spreading through the house, cx-
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cited the most unfavourable impressions. At length
1t was suggested, that, being doctors, their object nust
have been to porson the dola or governor® When in-
formed of this opinion, the dola flew into a violent
rage, caused them to be turned out of the house, and
the door to be shut against them., At the same time,
they learned that all their books and effects had becn
thrown, from the windows of their lodgings, into the
street. They wandered about for a long time, but
found cvery door shut against them. At length,
tinough the favour of the cadi and an English mer-
chant, they obtained accommodation. Being advised
to wait upon the dola with a present of fifty ducats,
they very unwillingly made up their minds to do so.
They went to s house, and, his wrath having some-
nhat cvaporated, they were kindly received, and had
all then effects restored. They were even raised to
favonr, m consequence of their afterwards successfully
applying surgical aid to a wound which he had re-
cetved in his foot. This, however, led to an mcon-
venient resulf, as the cure proved tedious; and, fill it
was completed, he evaded all their solicitations to pro-
ceed on their journcy. It afforded them much gratfi-
cation, therefore, when a quack came forward, and vn-
dcrtook, an receiving the sole charge, to perfect the
e m ewght days.

Mocha is a town of considerable extent, fortified
~vith walls and towers, and situated in a dry and sterile
country. The houses are built of stone. some of them
are hiandsome; but others are not better than huts.
It. immediate environs have a great number of date-
trees, and some gardens An important traffic is car-
ried on at this place in coff@ and other productions of
Arabra and India.

I'rom Mocha the travellers went to Tias, alarge
city, surrounded by mountuins, and smd to be pecu-
huly productive of plants; but, of these Mr. Forskal had
only u tantalizing view, as the gdvernor of Thas was at

war with the ruling sheiks, and would permit no one
b
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to visit their territories. The travellers next came to
Jerim, a small town, where they had the misfortune to
Jose Mr. Dorskal, who died there. TPassing then
through Damar, Manahhel, and Suradge, they at length
arrived at Sana, the present capital of Arabia. Beng
desired to alight at a « Na belonging to the vizier, With-
out the gates, they exp.'ted to be introduced to
him; but they found that the arrangement was only
with a view to the humiliating procedure of then walk-
ing into the town, while their Mahometan servants rode.
The imam, however, sent a present of five sheep, and
soon admitted them to a public audience. He was
found in a hall, the appreach to which was so crowdcd
with courtiers, officcrs, and horses, that the travellers
could with difficulty pass. Tle was seated, cross-leg-
ged, on enshions, and allowed them, by peculiar favour,
1o kiss hoth the back and the palm of his hand, when
all the persons who were present, eried aloud : “ God
preserve the imam.” The conversation, as « could be
carried on only by interpreters, was not very mteiest-
ing; and they took their departure with the same cere-
Jnonies as were uscd at entering.  On returning home
they received a present of ninety-nine small coms, the
entire value of which was not more than seven shillings
and six-pence.

Sana is not a very large place, for it can be w ilked
Yound in the space of an hour; and withmn this arcuit
there are many gardens. The ordinary houses are
built »f unburnt bricke; but there are several mosques,
and many neble palaces, The neighbourhood abounds
with garuens, and has been compared to Damascus, but
it is not nearly sa, well watered.

From Sana the travelleggreturned to Mocka, whence
they sailed for India.

We must now return northward to Jidda, for the pur-
pose of actompanying Ali Bey in a journey thence to
Mecea, g cify, the approach to which is strictly for-
bidd# all persons known to be Christians.
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fRintlh Day's Instriction, .
ARABIA CONCLUDED.

Narrative of a Pilgrimage from Jidda 4o the city of
Meécca. Frégm‘ the Travels of Avi Bev, VY

Discuisen- as a Mahometan pilgeim, Ali Bey had
arrived at Jidda on the 23d of December, 18065 and,
after a residence of thrce wecks, he set out for
Mecca, with the professed intention of paying his de-
" votions there,  Being in a weak state oF health, he was.
-earricd on a kind of litter, fixed upon’ the back-of a
camel, and was accompanied by several servants. "

Before the close of the day he had passed the plain,
and had cntered the mountains. These were of naked
rock, and scarcely produced any vegetation. Beyond
them the country was again level, but varied, in several
places, with woods and hills of small clevation. - He
afterwards passed a deep and narrow defile, in which
the road was cut, in steps, through the_different, wind-
ings. About midnight of Thursday, the 22d of Janu-.
ary, 1807, he arrived at the first houses of the city of
Mecea.

Around the entrance of the town were collected °
several Mogrebins, or Arsbs of the west; who pre-
sented Ali Bey withy little pitchers of water, taken from
the sacred well of Zemzem, He was also assailed by '
great number of persons offering him lodgings; but a.
house had already been taken for him, near the terple,
and to this he was conducted. C A

Pilgrims, says our traveller, onght to enter n foot.
into Mecea; but, in consequence of his illness, he was.
permitted to remain upon his camel. -The moment he
had entered his lodging, he perforined a general "ablic:

“tion; after which he was conducted; in procession; tos:
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wards the Temple, by a person appomted for that pur-
pose; who, as e walked along, recited different pray-
ers i a loud* vaice, These the whole party who
accompanied him, repeated together, word for word,
the same tone.

In this manner they irrived at thg temple, making a
tour, by the puncipal strecy, to enter at the Bcb-es-clem,
01 “gate of hcalth,” which 18 considercd as a happy
auspice. After baving taken off then sandals, they
passed through tlus gate, which 1s ncm the northein
angle of the temple. When they had traversed the
portal ar gallery, and were on the point of entering the
great space where El Kaaba, oo “the house of Ggd” 1
situated, the gwde arrested their steps, and, pointing
with his finger towards it, said with emphasis, mn the
Turkish language, “Look, look' the house of God!
the prolubited.” The crowd that surrounded them;
the portico of columns half concealed from vicw; the
1mmensge magnitude of the temples the Kauba, o1 house
of God, covered with black cloth from the top to the
bottom, and suniounded by a crcle of lamps or lan-
teins; the silence of the mght, all scrved to foum o
most imposing spectacle,

They entercd the court by a path rased 2 foot lugh,
and on then arival at El Kaaba, they kisscd the
sacied black stone, wlnch the Mahomutans hchicve
to have been brought thithcr fiom hcaven by the
angel Gabriel, and which 15 named Hayr e ol Assouad
or *the heavenly stone.” After thus, headid by
their rude, they performed the first tour round the
Kaaba, reciting prayers during the whole time.

The Kaabn 15 a four-sided tower, covered, cxeept
at the base, with an mumense black cloth, The black
stone 15 discovered through an opemng m the cloth;
and a similar opening, at the southern angle, discovers
another part of 1t.

The pilgrims go seven times round the Kaaba, be-
gmning at the, blach stone, or the eastern angle; and,
passing the prineipal front, i wluch 1s the door. On
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their arrival at the south angle, they stretch out their
right arm; and, having touched the angular marble
with their hand, they pass this over their face
and beard, saying: “In the name of God, the
greatest God, praise be to God.” They then con-
tnng to walk towards the north-east, saying: “Oh!
great God, be with me! Give me the good thinus
of this world, and those of the next.” On their re-
turn to the eastern anmgle, they raise their hands, and
exclaim: “In the name of God, the greatest GGod.”
They afterwards say, with their hands down: * Praises
be ta God,” and kiss the black stone, Thus terminates
the Mgst tour. -

‘T remaining rounds are performed in similar man-
ner, except that, in onc part, the pruyers are somewhat
varied; and the traditional law orders that the con-
cluding rounds shall be wnade in a quick step.

At the end of ¢'.e seventh round, and after having
Lissed the black stone, they recite, m common, a short
prayer, and then proceed to the well Zemzem. Here they
draw buckets of water, and drink as much of it as they
can swallow. Aftar this they leave the temple, and go
up a small street, which forms the hill /' Saffa. This
15 terminated by.a sacred portico called Sqfla, com-
posed of three arches upon columns, and ascended by
steps. When the pilgrung have artived there, they
turn their faces towards the gate of the temple, and
tecite a short prayer standing,

The procession then directs its course through the
ptincipal street of Mecca, and passes a part of the hdl
uf Meroura, the pilgrims feciting some prayers at the
end of the street, which is terminated by a wall,
They then ascend a flight of steps, and,’ turning their
faces toward the temple, the view of which 1s inter-
rupted by intecvening houses, they recite a short
prayer; and they continue to go from the one hill to
the other seven times, repeating prayers, mn 2 loud voice,
as they proceed, . ’

’
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These seven journeys betwcen the two hills being
completed, there are a great number of barbers m wait-
ing, to shave the pilgnms’ heads, an opcration which
they perform very quuchly, the barba at the sune time
saying prayers it 1 loud tvne, which the pilgiims repeat
after them word tor word, This operation tmmates
the first ccremontes of the | *lgrimagc to Mucc

The day havmf begun to dawn when the<c fiist cere-
montes were cnded, Al Bey was told he misht 1ctire
for a hittle while to rest, but, as the hour for morning
prayers was not far distant, he preteried rcturnmg to
the temple, and be did not reach his lodging till the

prayers were ended.

! l'yle went to the tanple agun at noon, to the m)hc
Friday praycr, after having, ¢ sccond time, made the
seven turns round the Kaaba, having reaited s partion -
lar prayer, and drunh lavgcly of the water of Zemzom,

'I.Phe nest day, Saturday the *4th of Janumy, the
door of the Kaaba was opined  This dour 1s shut the
whole yeai, except duting thite days  Oun the fiast ot
these all the men who arc at Mccea may go and say
therr prayers. ‘lhe sccond day 15 dedicated to the
women, who go to pray; and the thnd (ive days after
wards,) 14 appropriated to washing and purifyimg it In
the piesent nstance, on the second apcnmng ot the
Kaaba, Ah Bey rematks that the women enterad 3t i
crowds, and went seven times round it, m the same
manner as the men.

On Thwsday, the 29th of January, the Kaaba was
washed and punfied, with the following coemonics
Two hours after sun-use, the Scherif of Mecea,
went to the temple, accompanied by about thity per-
soun, and twelve negro and Arabian guards, The
door of the Kaaba was already open, and was sut1ound-
ed by ap immense number of people. 'Llie Scheuf
then, .nounting over the shoulders and hekds of the mul-
titude, entercd. All the water-carriers of Mecca ad
vaneed,” with thewr vessels fyll of water. These were
passed from hand to hand, unul they reached the
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gnards at the door, In the same manner were passed
a great number of very small brooms, made of the
leaves of palm-trees.  The negroes began to throw the
water upon the marble pavement of the Kaaba: they
also cact rose-water upon it, which, fHowing out at a
hole under the door, was caught, with great avidity, by
the people,  The Scherif made a sign for Ah Bey to
apptoach: several persons raised him up; and, after
walhmg npon the heads of some others, hie arrived at
the door of the Kaaba, where the negro guards assisted
him to pct m. The Scherif swept the hall himself.
Immediately after Ali Bey had entered, the guards pre-
scnted hin wath a bundle of small brooms, some of
which he took in each hand; they then threw
eater upon the pavement, and he began his duty
by sweeping carnestly with both bands, although the
flour was quite clean, and polished like glass, They
atterwards gave mto his hands a silver cup, filled with
a hind of paste, made of the saw-dust of sandal-wond,
kneaded with essence of roses; and directed him to
spread 1t upon the lower part of the marble, beneath the
tapestry which covered the walls and the voof. 'T'hey
also gave him a large piece of aloe-wood, which he
burned w a chafing-dish, to perfiunce the hall.  Atter
he had fhushed all these things, and had repeated his
prayers, the uegroces helped hin down upon the people,
who alvo assisted him to 1cach the ground; and he
nunt home completely wet.

On Tuesday, the 3d of February, that part of the
black cloth which surroynded the door and the hottom
of the building was cut away. Thns operation come
pleted the ceremony of what is called the Iunfication
of the House of God,  All the assistants of the temnple
tiied to obtain some picces of this cloth, which they
divided into smaller picces, as a sort of relict for the
pilgrims, who were expected to return the favour by
pecuniary acknowledguients.

On the same day, a part of the army of a people
called Wehhabites, entered Mecea, “to fulfil the duties

G
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of pilgrimage, and to take possession of this holy city.
Ah Bey was in the principal street, ahout nine o’cluck,
when he saw a crowd of men approach. But what
nmen! Imagine, says he, a mnltitude of individuals,
thronged together, without any other covering than a
small piece of cloth ronml their waist, except some
few who had, upon .!~ lceft shoulder, a napkin that
passed under the right anw, “~ing naked in every other
respeet; with their match-locks upon their shoulders,
and large knives hung to their girdles. They appearcd
to be five o1 six thousand in number, and were <o press-
ed together, in the whole width of the street, that it
would not have been possible to have moved a hand.
The column was preceded by three or four horsemen,
each armed with a lance twelve feet loug, and followed
by fifteen or twenty wen, monnted upon horses, camels,
and dromedaries, with lances hke the others.

A great number of children belonging to the city,
who generally serve as guides to strangers, camie to
meet them, and presented themselves, suceessively, to
the different parties, to assist them as guides in the
sacred ceremonies,  Alrcady had the first partics begun
their turns round the Kaaba, and were pressing towards
the black stone to kiss it, when the others advauced in
a tumult, mixed among the first, and confusion wa-
o00n at its height. "Twult suceeeded to confision: all,
wishing to kiss the stoue, precipitated themselves npon
the spot.  In vain did their clucfs ascend the base ncar
the stone, with a view to enforce order: their cries and
their signs were alike useless,

The movement of the cirele increased by mutual im-
pulse. The; resembled, at Jast, a swarm of hees; and,
circulating rapidly and without order, round the Kaaba,
by their timultuous pressure, they broke all the lamps,
with the guns which they carricd upon their shonlders.

Af:er the differcnt ceremonies round the Kaaba were
ended, every one ought to have drunk and sprinhled
himself with the watcr of Zemgew: but they rushed to
the well in such crowds, and with so much preeipitation,
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that, in a few moments, the ropes, the buckets, and the
pulleys, were all broken. The chict, and those enmployed
at the Zemzem, abandoned their post; the Wehhabites
aloac remained masters of the well; and, descending to
the bottom, obtained the water how they conld.

The grand day of the Mahometan pilgnmage to
Mount Arafat, was fixed for T'ucsday, the 17th of Fe-
ruary.  Ali Bey left the city in the preceding afternoon;
and, having passed the barracks of the Negro and Mo-
grchin gnards, which are situated at the northern ex-
tremity of the town, he turned towards the ecast, and
saw a large country-house belonging to the Scherif.
Soon afterwards he obtained a view of a celebrated
eminence called Jibhelhor, or ¢ the Mountain of [aght.
Tlis mountain, wlich presents the appearance of a
snyar-loaf, rises above all those by which it is sur-
rounded. There was a chapel formerly upou its sum-
mit, which was an object that the pilgrims visited; but
the Wehhabites had destroyed it,

On turning along the road towards the south-east,
Ali Bey shortly afterwards entered the town of
Mina, which consists of a single street, so long
that it occupied him twenty minates in  passing
through it.  About four o'clock he pitched his tent on
the castern side of Mina, in a httle plain, where there
was o mosque, surrounded by a wall that resembled a
fomtification. A detachment of Wehhabites, mounted
upon dromedaries, arrived and cencamped betore the
door of the mosque. This was followed by several
others; so that, in a short time, the whole plain was
covered. A caravan from Barbary, another from Ye-
men; a great number of nesro pilgrims from Soudan
or Abyssmmia; several lnndred Turks from Suez;
many Mogrebins, who camme by sca; a caravan from
Bassora; others from the east; Arabs from Upper and
Lower Egypt; those of the adjacent country, and the
Wehhabites: all were now assembled, and encainped
together, in this little plain; where tradition relates, that

63 '
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Mahomet himself was accustomed to encamp when he
went to Arafat. )

'On the 17th, at six o'clock in the morning, all the
pilgrims set out towards the south-cast. At seven they
arrived at Mosdelifu, a chapel with a minaret, situated
in a narrow valley. After Jeaving this they pussed
through a narrow passag.. between- the mountains, and
traversed a second valley to the south-cast, which lay
at the foot of Mount Arafut, where they arrived at
nine. This mountain is a principal object of the pil-
grimage of the Mahometans; and it is here that the
grand spectacle of the pilgrimage is to be scen;—an
iinumerable crowd of people from varions distant na-
tions, and of all colours.

Arafat is a granite rock, about onc hundred and
fifty feet high, and is situated at the foot of a
mountain, in a plain about three uarters of a league
in diameter, surrounded by barren mountains. It
is enclosed by a wall, and is ascended by stair-
cases, partly cut 'in the rock, and partly composed
of masonry. On its summit is a chapel; and at
its foot is a platform, which has been erceted for the
" worshippers of Mahomet to kncel upon in prayer.
Near the foot of the monntain are fourteen reservoirs or
basins, which yield a great) abundanee of excellent
water,. i

The Mahomctan ritual commands, that, after having
repeated the afternoon prayer, which the pilgrims did
in their tents, they should repair to the foot of the
mountain, and wait there the setting of the sun.  The
Webh..bitgs, with a view to obey this precept, began to
approach, and, in a short time, an army of forty-five
thousand men passed, all naked, and nearly all mounted
upon camels and dromcdaries. They were accompa-
nicd with a thousand camels, carrying water, tents, fire-
wo d, and dry grass for the camels of the chiefs. Two
hundred men on horscback carried colours of different
kinds, fixed upon lances. The whole mountain and all
its environs were soon covered with them.
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A sermon was preached upon the mountain, but this,
of course, very few could hear. Afterwards the pil-
grims waited for the period of the sun setting. The
mstant this took place, what a tremendous noise! Let
us nmagine (says Ali Bey) an assemblage of eighty
thousand men, two thousand women, and a thousand
children; sixty or seventy thousand camels, asses, and
horses, which, at the commencement of night, hegan to
move in a quick pace along a narrow valley, one after
the other, in a cloud of'sand, and delayed by a forest of
Jances, guns, swords &c.; in short, forcing their pas-
sage as they could, pressed and hurried on by those
behind.  Only an hour and a half weré occupied in
returning to Mosdelifa. g The motive for this precipita~
tion is, a doubt whether'thie prayer of the setting sun
ought to be said at Arafat or at Mosdelifa, at the same
time as the night prayer, which is directed to be said at
the Iast moment of twilight, that is, an” hour and a half’
after sun-set.

The pilgrims set out on the next day, Wednesday,
the 18th of Fcbruary, at five o'clock in the morning,
and returned towards Mina. Al Dey and his party
alighted, after their arrival at this place, and went im-
mediately to what is called the ¢ house of the devil.”
They had each seven sinall stonesof the size of grey peas,
which they had picked up, the evening before, at Mos-
delifi, expressly to throw against the house of the
devil.  Mahometans of the particular rite of Maleki,
which Ali Bey professed, throw the stones one aftex. the
other, pronouncing, after cvery stone, the words: *1In
the nanme of God, very great God.”

Having risen at break of day on Thursday, the 15th,
to say his prayer, Ali Bey perceived that his writing- |
desk, books, papers, and some clothes, had been stolen;
and part only of thesc were afterwards recovered.

Previously to the noon prayer, the pilgrims went to

. throw seven small stones against a stone pillar, about
six feet high and two feet square, which stands in the
middle of the street-of Mina, and is said to have been
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crected hy the devil. They also threw seven stones
inst a pillar similar to it, and about forty paces
distant. . .

Ali Bey returned to Mecca, on Friday, the 20th of
February; and, on entering the town, he went fo the
temple, where he ok seven turns round the Kaaba;
and, after having said the vequisite prayer, and drunk of
the water of Zemzem, he went out at the Safta gate, to
complete his pilgrimage, by taking the seven journcys
between Saffa and Meroua, as on the night of his
arrival. '

A description of the Temple and City of Mecca.

The Temple of Mecca is known to Mahometans
under the name of El Harem, or * the temple of excel-
lTence.” It is composed, among other parts, of La
Kaaba, or “the house of God;” of the well of Zem-
zem; of the Cobba; or * Place of Abraham;” of the
places wherc the four orthodox rites are performed;
two cobbas, or chapels; the arch, called Bab-es-scler;
a spacious court, surrounded by a triple row of arches;
two smaller courts, surrounded with clegant piazzas;
and seven towers, or minarets, five of which are attach-
cd to the edifice, and the other two arc placed between

« the neighbouring houses, out of the enclosure.

La Kaaba, or the house of God, is a four-sided tower,
the sides and angles of which are unequal, but of which
the front is about thirty-scven feet in length. Its height

.is somewhat more than thirty-four feet. In the front
is the eutrance, which has an elevation of six feet from
the ground, and is composed of two folding doors, of
bronze, gilt and silvered; and fastened with an enor-
mous padlock of silver. Th~ basement that surrounds’
the building is of marble, twenty-two inches high, and
has iirge bronze rings fixed in it, to which is fastened
thel lower border of the black cleth that covers the
walls.

Ehc Black Stone, or “Heavenly Stone,” as it is
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- called, is raised forty-two inches above the floor, and is
bordered all round with a plate of silver, about a foot
broad. The part of the stone which is not covered by
the silver, is nearly a semi-circle, measuring about six
inches one way, and cight inches and a half the other.
The Mahometans believe that this stone was a transpas
rent hyacinth, brought from heaven to Abraham by the
angel Gabriel, as a pledge of his divinity; but that, on
being touched by an impure woman, it became black
and opaque. It is, however, nothing more than a
fragment of voleanic basalt, sprinkled throiighout its
circnmference with small pointed crystals, and is varied .
with red felspar, upon a dark ground. The continnal
kisses and touchings of the Mahometans have worn the
surface uneven, and to such a depth, that it has lost
more than an inch of its thickness.

The interior of the Kaaba consists only of a hall,
which is raised above the outside plane, to the same
height as the door, and the roof of which is supported
by two columns; but these, as well as the walls, are
covered, from the top to within five feet of the pave-
ment, by a cloth of rose-coloured silk, sprinkled with
flowers embroidered in silver, and lined with white silk.
Every sultan of Constantinople is obliged to send a
new one when he ascends the throne; and this is the
only occasion on which it is ever changed. The lower
part of the walls is inlaid with finc marbles, some of
them plain, others ornamented with flowers, arabesques
in relief, or inscriptions. The floor is paved with the
finest marble. There are silver bars which extend be-
twixt the columns, and from both columns to the
wall; and an infinite nunber of gold lamps are sus- -
pended one over another. It has already been remark-
ed, that La Kaaba is covered, on the outside, with a
large black cloth suspended from the terrace, and
fastened below by strings to bronze rings that are
fixed in the base. A new cloth is brought, cvery year,
from Cairo, as is also a curtain to cover the door.
The latter is truly magnificent, being embroidered with
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goll and silver, The black cloth is embroidered, at
about two thirds of its height, with a band of gold two
feet broad, in inscriptions, which are repeated on all
the four sides. The Kaaba is entered by a wooden
‘stair-case of ten stéps, which is placed before the door
during the days that it s open to the publie: this stiir-
casc is mounted upon six Jurge rollers of bronze, and
“has rails on cach side.
El Makam Ibrakhim, or “the Placce of Abraham,” i
‘a kind of sarcophagus or stone-coffin, twelve fect ninc
inches in length, in a small building thirty-four feet
" distant from the centre of the wall, in whieh is the door
‘of the Kaaba, The roof is supported by six pilasters ;
and a railing of bronze encloses four of these, and hasa
door always shut, and locked with a lavge silver padlock,
‘The Mahometans assert that the sarcophagus is a large
stone, which served Abraham for a footstool, to con-
v struct the Kaaba, and which increased in height as
the building advanced. To facilitate the labours of
the holy workman, it is asserted that the stones came
out miraculously and ready squared, from the spot
wherc the footstool now stands. Hence the Mahone-
tan ritual commands that a prayer shall be said there by
the pilgrims, after they have perambulated the house of
. God.
The Well of Zemzem is fifty-one feet distant lrom
E] Kaaba. It is about seven feet and a half in diame-
ref, fifty-six feet deep to the surface of the water, and
.the brim is formed of fine white marble, and is five
feet.high. The attendants mount upon the brim to draw
the water; 1nd round the inside of the brim is a railing
of iron, with a plate of brass at the foot, to prevent them
from falling over. ‘T'hree brass pulleys, with hempen
cords, and a leathern bucket to each end of the cords,
serve to draw up the water. Notwithstanding the
" depth’of the well, and the heat of the climate, the water
is hotter when first drawn up than the air; anditis so
abundant, that at the period of the pilgrimage, though
thousands of pitchers are drawn, its level is not' sen-
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sibly diminished. The Mahometans bhelieve that this
~gvell was miraculously opened by the angel of the Lord -
for Agar, when she was in the desert, with her son
Ishmacl. A small house has been constructed round it:
this consists of the room which contains the well; anothex
smaller room, which scrves as a store-house for the
pitchers ; and a staircase to ascend to the roof or ter-
race. ‘The room containing the well is lined and paved
with marble, and is lighted by eight windows. The
number of pitchers belonging to the well is immense:
they occupy not only a room appropriated for them,
but several others around the court-of the temple. ;

These pitchers have each a long eylindrical throat, -
with a body as long as the neck, terminating in a point -
at the bottom.  They are made of unglazed carth, and
are so porous that, in a few scconds, they render the
water singularly cool. Besides that which is furs
nished to the pilgrims, the water-carriers of Zemzem
walk continually in the temple, to sell and distribute
the water. They carry the pitchers upon their left
shoulder, stopped with a kind of dry grass, which
prevents dust or insects from getting to the water, but
which does not prevent it from flowing, when they wish
to ponr some out, without unstopping the pitcher.
They carry in their right hand a small cap, in which
they present the water to those who ask for it ]

El Beb-es-selem, or * the door of health,” is an’ in-
sulated arch, which is constructed of hewn stone, and
terminates in a point. It is considered a good omen
for pilgrims to pass under this arch the first time they
make the tour of the Kaaba. ’

There are several detached buildings, of different
form and arrangement, appropriated as chapels, and for
peculiar prayers and ceremonies.’ ‘

The great court of the temple has four wings or por- *
ticos, supported by columns. It forms an irregular
parallclogram, the longest side of which measures about .
five hundred and thirty-seven feet in length, and the
shortest three hundred and fifty-six., In front of each -

a3
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of the longest sidcs, are thirty-six arches, and of the
shortest twenty-four. 'These are slightly pointed, and
ate supported by columns of greyish warble, of an
order of architecture somewhat resembling the Doric.
Each side is composed of three naves, or rows of
arches; which, w.'h the exception of some partial irces
gularitics, are all supp «wted by columns; so that there
may be counted, in the whel . more than five bundied
columns and pilasters.

The temple has nineteen gates, with thirty-¢ight
arches. Thut called the gate of Saffa is the only one
which has an ornamented front, all the rest being quite
plain.  The walls of the temple are connected, on the
outside, by houses, 5o that it has no external front,
and some of the houses have windows which overlook
the interior of the building.

The principal persons attached to the temple of
Mecca are a chief, called Scheik el Haram; a chiet
of the well; and forty eunuchs, who are negroes, and
are denominated the guardians and servants of the
honse of God. There are also a great number of
attendants and water-carriers; besides lamp-lighters,
lamp-trimmers, servants attached to the various places
of prayer; and also a multitude of porters, who tahc
care of the sandals at the diffcient doors, There are,
besides, public criers of the minarets; imans, for the
various rites; the kadi and his people; the chouisters,
the mafti, guides, and innumerable others: so that
ncarly one hall’ of the inhabitants of Mceea may he
convidered as cuployed about the temple.

The citv of Mecca is the centre of the Maliometan
religion, in consequence of the temple which Abraham
is belicved to have raised here, to the Supreme Bemg.
It is situated in a narrow valley, which winds. irregu-
lavly, between mountains, fromr the north-cast to the
south-west 3 so that the city, which follows the wind-
ings of the valley, and is partly built on the sides of
mountains, is very irrcgular.

The principal sireets are considered handsome, on
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acconnt of the neat fronts of the houses, They are

_ sanded, level, and very convenient, The buildings
vare somewhat in the Indian or Persian style. They have
cach two rows of windows with balconies. Scveral of
them have large windows, quite open, as in Europe;
but the greatcst number of windows are covered by a
specics of curtain somewhat like a Venetian blind.
The houses are of stone, three or four stories high, and
sometimes even more. Their fronts arc ornamented
with bases, mouldings, and paintings, which give them
a very graceful appearance.  The roofs form terraces,
cach sarrounded by a wall about seven feet high, open
at certain spaces, which are oceupied by a kind of rail-
ing, ‘formed of red and white bricks. These, at the
same time that they contribute to ornament the front,
skreen, from observation, the women, when they are
upon the terraces. All the staircases which Ali Bey
saw were narrow, dark, and steep. The rooms were
well proportioned; and, besides the large windows and
halconies, had a second row of smaller windows. Each
room liad a shelf all round.

The public markets of Mecea are held in the principal
strects: indeed the great street may be considered as a
continned market, from one end of the city to the other,
Here dealers expose their goods, in slight sheds, buile
with sticks and mats; or under large umbrellas, cach
supported by three sticks, which meet in the_centre,
The markets are well supplied, and are filled with peos
ple all the day long, particylarly at the period of the
pilgrimage. There are also ambulatory restaura-
teurs, who sell ready-dressed victuals #nd pastry.

Ali Bey saw only onc flower during the whole time
he was at Mecea, and this was on his way to Arafat,
e ordered one of his servants to pluck it, and bring
it to him; but the man was perceived by the pilgrims,
who ran immediately to him, saying that it was a sin
to pluck any plant during the pilgrimage; and he was

obliged to desist,
There is, probably, no Mahometan city where the
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arts are 80 little known as at Mecea, Nota man is
to be found capable of making a lock or a key. All
the doors are locked with large wooden keys; and the
trunks and cases, with padlocks brought from Europe.
No inhabitant of Meeca knows how to engrave an in-
-scription, or any kiud of design upon stone.  There is
not a single gun-suxth or cutler able to make a screw; ox
replace a piece of the luk of an European gun.  The
‘smiths of the country are able to manufacture only their
rude matchlocks, their bent knives, lances, and hal-
berts. The sciences are nearly in the same state as the
‘arts. The whole knowledge of the inhabitants seems to
be confined to rcading the Koran, and to writiug very
- badly. "They learn, from their intaney, the priyers
.and the ceremonies of the pilgrimage, i order to he
able, at an early age, to obtain moncy, by officiating
as'guides to the pilgrims. Children, five or six years
of age, are often seen fulfiling these functions, cavricd
upon the arms or shoulders of the pilgrims, who re-
ypeat, word for word, the prayers, which the children
‘recite, at - the same time that they follow .the path
- pointed out, by theny, 10 the different places.
- The aridity of the country around Mecea, is such
that, when Ali Bey was there, there was scarecly an
herb of any kind to be seen near the city, and no oue
must expeet to find heve any thing like a meadow.
The inhabitants do not sow corn; for the soil weuld
tiog produce any plant to the eultivator.

Tenth Dap’s Jnstruction.
. PERSIA.

- Taus onge mighty cmpire, which, in the ancient periods
of its history, sent forth innumerable legions for the

’
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invasion of other countries; which was ccenpied b
Splendid and wea'thy cities; and the plains of which
Yere vendered productive by the weatth, the ndustry,
and the ingenuity of its inhabitants, has long sunk into
decay.  lts general aspecet, at present, is that of an im-
mense salt and arid plain, that would be nearly unpro-
ductive, were it not for the ranges of mountains by
which it is traversed.  The strcams deseending from
these, communicate beanty and feuility to the valloys;
and have given rise to the vivid and exarzerated dee
scriptions ot this country, which are {owd in the writ-
ings of the Persiam poets. ) '

T'he most irvegular and devared parts of Persia, are
the north-western provinees; and from these extend
two prineipal ranges of” mountains, one i an casterly,
and the other i a “sowh-casterly divection, having
their loftiest swmmits elad, for many successive months
I the year, with snow.  Some of the pluins are seve- ~
ral hundred wiles in extent. The wrtificial canals, hy
which these were formerly watered, are now dried up;
the husbandmen, by whow they were cultivated, have
long since been ruined by war and oppression; and
their place is now occupied: by scattered tribes of wan-
dering Arabs.  In many places, the salt with whigh the
soll is hopreguated har accumulated on the surfacey
and that land, which, tormerly. was productive of an
ahndant supply ot food for human subsistence, now
poduces only soda and other saline plants.  Some of
the northern provinees of Porsia, mauy of the valleys,
and several parts of the plains, near the principal cities,
are, however, still vich and fertile, and yicld excellent
wheat, rye, barley, and millet.  Fruit-trees of varions
kinds, which arc cultivated in European gardens, here
grow wild: amouny these may be cnumerated fig-trees,
wulberry, almond, peach, and apricot-trecs. Grapes,
citron, cotton, sugar, and nsetul drugs of vacious kinds,
arc grown in several of the provinces. '

In no country of equal extent are there so fow navi-
gable rivers as in Persin.  The largest of the Persian
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{akes is that of Urmia, which is about three hundred
miles in circuit, and the waters of which are said to be,
more saline than those of the sea. g '

*As this country extends from about the twenty-sixth
to the forty-second degree of north latitude, and as,
towards the north, its mountains arc of great height,
the clémale is necessarily varied. The mountainousre-
"gions have a cold and prercing atmosphere; whilst the

* plains of the sonuth are hut ana unhealthy. The cen-
tral districts are, in general, mild and temperate,

The govcrmment of Persia is despotic. The king,
who is styled shah and sophi, is under no control. [fe
may confiscate the property of his people, may im-
prison them, or take away their lives: he may éven
depopulate whole districts; and all this without being
subject to the control of any law. The officers of the
government are likewise despots; and the common
people often experience great calamity, from the arbi-
trary extortions of their chiefs.

« By some writers it is asserted that the Persians have
no regular or standing army: others speak of a con-
siderable number of regular troops, some of which are
trained in. the European style. The most important
militagy force consists of cavalry; and it is said that,
in popnlar commotlons, the king's great dependance
is on the cavalry of the wandering tribes, whose chicfs,
whenever they are summoned for the purpose, are
always ready to attend him, with a proportion of their
vassals.” This species of force receive no regular pay;
but, in return for their services, they have ample licence
to plunder. In Persia, rio distinction is made hetween
the civil arl the military professions; so that, if the
king does not take the field in person, the army is
commanded by the prime minister, although he
may never have seen a shot fired.

Extensive as this country is, its whole population
is suppus~d not to cxceed ten millions, The men are,
in general, above the middle size, and well-propor-
tioned. Their general complexion has a tinge of
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+ olive; ‘but, in the southern and eastern provinces, it is

“slark-brown. The most prominent charactcristics of g
Persian, are a high fore-head, an aquiline nose, a large
chin, and black hair: black eyes and arched eye-hrows
are much agmired. The men shave their heads, ex-
cept a tuft of hair on the crown of their head, and two
locks bchind the cars; and they often dye their bear
black. *

In their manners the Persians are pleasant and plau~
sible.  They are polite, hospitable, and inquisitive;
but devoid of honour and good faith.  ¥ew people are
more talkative, or more hyperbolical in their compli-
ments than these; and no reliance ¢an be placed on
their words or their promises. Selfish, passionate, and
cruel, they are mean and obsequious to their superiors
and equals, if they have a prospect of advantage; and
to their joferiors they arc supercilious and insolent.
L'he English denominate them the Parisians of Aksia,

T'hey seldom vary the appearance of their dress, ex-
cept in colour, Over light trowsers of silk or blue
cotton the men wear a shirt; and next to that a vest
ot chintz or shawl; with sleeves which extend to the
wrist. The exterior robe descgnds to their ancles;
and the whole are fastened, with a belt, round the
waist.  On their head they wear a high kind of eap or
honnet.  Merchants are prohibited from the use of
scarlet or crimson in their dress. The-labourers and
Peasantry wear no eap, and few clothes; but, in winter,
they cover themselves with a dress of sheep’s-skin.
Cloth stockings, or woollen socks and slippers, are .
sometimes used. In their houses the women are thinly
clad with loose garments of muslin, silk, or velvet;
and, when they go abroad, they wear a white veil.
Their arms are ornamented with bracelets, and their
heads with pieces of silk and with jewels.

It is customary with the Persians to ecat twice or
three times a day. At their first meal they have coffce.
About eleven o’clock they dine, on fruit, sweetincats,
milk; and other light food; but their chicf repastis’
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supper. Doth males and females are immoderate in
the use of tobacco for smoking: they also chew opiun
in great quantity.

In general the houses of the principal persons are
built of brick, are one story igh, and hawe flat roofk.
The futniture consic's chiefly of carpets; and the beds
are formed of two thick * utton quilts, with carpets under
them. Instead of a chimney, there is usually a round
hole in the middle of cach apartment.

The Persians excel in many manyfuctures, and par-
ticularly in works of ornament and splendour.  Thosc
rich carpets, which, in conscquence of our importing
them from Turkeyy are called Turkey-carpets, are made
by the Iliats, or sandering tribes, in the plains of
Persia. The Persians also cacel in brocade and em-
broidery; in manutactures of silk, of silk and cotton,
aud silk-and wool.  Great works of tapostry, wrought’
in silk and, wool, and embcllished with gold, were
formerly carried on at the Persian court; and the art
-still exists, but it is not now much encowraged. Lea-
ther, paper, porcclain, nearly equal to that of China,
and - shawls, somewhat similar to thosc of Casluncre,
are also enumerated among the manufactures of this
country.

Silk is produced iu several of the provinees, parti-
cularly in those near the Caspian Sea; but the great
export trade in silk, which once occasioned an inter-
course with Persia to be eagerly sought for, by most of
the countries of Furope, no longer exists.  Some of the
provinces supply a great abundance of wool, chiefly
from thie long-tailed sheep, but it is of coarse texture.
The goats of Kerman yield a finc kind of wool, which is
‘used in the manufacture of shawls. Cotton is raised
in'consitlera_ble abundance, but is chictly consumed by
the manufactories of the interior. Sugar-canes are
grown for-thcmanufacture of sugar; but the Persiouns
do nov well understand the art of refining it. Roses are
cultivated on account of the essence which is obtained
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#gom them, and which, in the east, is valued above all
other perfumes.

T'rade, however, is now at a very low ebb in this
country. The Persian Gulf bas no port except that of
Bushire; and the small marine which this country once
naittained, is almost annihilated. The Caspian Sea
never was, nor never could be, the scat of an extensive
trade: for, besides its difficnlt navigation, the only coun-
try with wluch it afforded a communication was Russia.

The established religion of Persia is that of \lnhomct,
bt mixed with sowe Brahmin or [ndian saperstitions,
Ouher religions are tolerated, but with an exception of
the Cinebres, or ancient worshippers of fire; a fow
haodies of these, to the amount of four or five thousaud,
have, however, found refuge in the unfrequented towas
of Kerman. -

In Persia it is enstomary to divide the day ito three
spaces 3 from snuerise to noon, from noon to three
oelock, and trom three o'clock to smu-set. Time is
computed by Junar months; and the day, instcad of
being reckoned from mldmg,ht as with us, is reckoned
from sunset to sunset  The week hegins on Saturday,
and the Sabbath is on Friday, The solar yewr com-
mences @l the vernal equinox, and consists of three
hundred and sixty-five days.

Tor many ages the Pérsians have been celebrated for
their love of Jearning ; but therc are not now uthr S0
great a number of students, or ~0 many opportunities R
for instruction, as there were formerly.. The students
in the madresse or college of [spalian, are reduced from
four or five thousand to as many hundreds. Medicine,
as a profussion, is in great estecin; and some of the Pey-
sian physicians are consrdererd to he aeute and sagacious;
but 1t is considered requisite that every dose should be
administered in a lncky hour, fixed by an astrologor,
History and poetry are both studied with great .1tten-
tion. In science the Persians do not much excel 5 yet
they possess some knowledge of algehra and guometry;
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_and a few of their learned men pretend to be acquainterd
with the writings of Euclid, Aristotle, and Plato.

Narrative of a Journey from Bushirc to Ispahan.
From an accon»t of the Mission of Sir Iarford
Jones to the Cour: of Persia. By James Mo-
RIER, Esq.

Circumsrances conneeted with the views which Buo-
naparte cntertained respecting the British possessions
in India, induced him, in the year 1807, to euter into a
treaty with Fatteh Al Shah, king of Persia; and after-
wards to send, from France, a formal cimbassy to the
Persian court. - To counteract the effects which it was
feared the French influence might produce at this
court, an cmbassy was immediately afterwards- sent
thither from England. Sir Iarford Jones, who had,
for some time, resided in Persia, and who had, in con~
sequence, acquired a correct knowledge of the langnage
and manners of the people, was selected as the envoy;
and Mr. Morier was appointed the secretary.
On the 14th of October, 1808, the envoy and his
suite landed at Bushire, in the Persian Gulf; and,
protected by an escort of Persian soldiers, thcy marche
ed, in procession, through an immense crowd, which
raised clonds of dust, so thick that it was scarcely pose
sible to distinguish an Englishman from an Asiatic,
The streets which led to the house of the sheik or go-
vernor, were scarcely more than six fect wide; and the
"entrancn to his house was so mean and ill-looking, that
it might, more properly, have formed the door of a
, stable. It opened into a small court-yard; on one side
of which was an 'apartment wherc the gentlemen
of the mission seated themselves, on chairs "placed
for theny, After baving been here entertained, in the
Persianggtyle, with kaleouns, or pipes smoked through
gerfu § water, and with coffee, they mounted their
orse.and rode into the country, to the house of
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* Mr. Bruce, the East India Company’s resident at Bue
shire.

This, the principal port of Persia, stands on a penin-.
sular, near the north-castern extremity of the Persian
Gulf; and the town forms a triangle, which occupies
the point of the peninsula. The part of the town next
to the land is fortificd by walls and towers; and two
of'the latter form the town-gate. Near the gate is a
large brass cannon, a sixty-eight pounder, and two or
three others, but all in a very bad condition. Tt is said
that some years ago, during a siege of Bushire, the
large gun was fired, in defence of the place; but thatits
concussion was 30 great and unexpected, that it forced
open the gates, shook down fragments of the towers,
and guve the enemy an easy entrance.

The materials of the town are a soft kind of stone,
which is continnally decomposing; and the dust which
falls from it adds to the sandy ground-work of the
streets, and when set in motion by the wind, or by a
passing caravan, creates a cloud impenetrable by the
sight.  Few of the streets are more than six or eight
feet widey and they display, on each side, nothing but
inhospitable walls. A great man’s dwelling is distine
guished by what is called a wind-chimney. This is a
square turret, on the sides of which are apertures; and
in the Interior are crossed divisions, which cxcite cur-
vents of air, and communicate some comfort to the °
heated apartments of the house.  The whole number of
inhabitants is estimated at about scven thousand,  Bu-
shire contains seven mosques, two hummums or baths,
and two caravanserais; but there is no public edifice
which deserves particular description. The old
English factory is a large straggling building near the
sca. ‘The bazars are similar to those in the provincial
towns of Turkey. Each of the shops -is a little plat-
form, raised about two feet above the foot-path, where
the vender, reserving a small space upon which he
squats, displays his wares. )

The country adjacent to Bushirc is flat, and a- few
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cotton-bushes and date-trecs, with water-melons and
cucumbers, arc almost the only objects which tend to
alleviate the glare of the sandy plain.

After a delay of more than threc months, the mission
set out on its journey from Bushire to Shiraz. The
suite of Sir Harford Jones ~ow consisted of Mr. Mo-
rier, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Bruce, Captain Sutherland,
Cornet Willock, and Dr. Jukes; two Swiss servants,
an English groom, an English and a Portuguese tailor,
about half a dozen Indians, and a great number of Per-
sians, ' .

Not long after they had left the city, they were met
by the Melmandar, who was appoiated to attend them.

. Mchmandars ave o kind of official purveyors to foreign
ambassadors. Under the connuission of their sove-
reign, théy are entitled to demand, from the inhabitants
of the provinces, through which an ambassador passcs,
every article, and in any quantity, which may be deeni~
ed expedient. And, as there are no places of public
accommodation on the roads, the requisitc supplies are
extorted from the private stores of the villagers.

The envoy himself was mounted on an Arabian
horse; and, at his right stirrup, walked a tall chelter,
the chief of his class *: then followed the gentlewen of
the mission. 7o the right and left were pipe-trunners,
who carricd the smoking apparatus, in hoxes fashioned
for the pnrpose.  Behind the gentlemen of the mission
followed a great erowd of Persians on horscback; and
the whole procession was closed by a party of Persian
soldiers. The arrangements of the camp were as fol-
low: there werd two state tents,>one for dinner, and
the other for receiving company.  The latter, with the
envoy's private tent, was enclosed within canvass walls.
Around these were the tents helonging to the gentle-
men f the mission, each person having his own.

* The chattere are a kind of yunning footmen, who, in
fantastical dresses, generally attend the horse of a great man.
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« There was also one tent appropriated to cooking, and
many others, of smaller size, for the servants.

After having passed the swamps which terminate the
extremity of the inlet of the sca, from the port of
Bushire, the soil of the plain was sandy, but interrupt-
ed; here and there, with rocks.  In their progress they
met Mahomet Hebee Khan, who had been rceently ap-
pointed governor of Bushire, and who had formerly
heen the friend and instructor of Sir Harford Jones.
He was preparing to enter the town with all possible
splendour.  From Bushire to the swamps, stages had
been erceted, on which bullocks were to be sacrificed,
and from which their heads were to be thrown beneath
his horse’s feet as he advanced ; a ceremony appropri»
ated solely to princes, and to them only on particular
oceasions, .

In the cultivated parts of the country, the gentlemen
of the mission observed the peasants, in the evening,
when their toil in the fields was ended, walking home,
with their ploughs ever their shoulders.  The villages,
through which they passed, consisted- almost whally
of huts; and there were many small forts, but in a
ruinous state, of square form, with a turrct at each
corner.  Avound the villages were plantations of date
and tamarisk trees. "

On the 23d the mission passcd through an elevated
and itregular country.  From some points of view the
scenery was grand and picturesque in the extreme. "A’
considerable river, which has its tisc among the moun-
tains of Shapour, wound through the diflicult passes of
the steeps.  This part of the country is infested with
robbars, who hive in the deepest vecesses of the valleys,
and who commit their - depredations, on  unguarded
travellers, with impunity. The mission, however, pro=
ceeded through the mountains without the least inolesta«
tion. .

At the distance of about two miles from Kauzeroon
they were met by the governor, with*a numeroys party .
of horsemen; and, afterwards, by ncarly the whole
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mgle popu'lation of the place. A bottle, containing
‘sugar-candy, was broken under the feet of the envoy’s
horse, a ceremony, which is seldom practised in Persia,
to any except royal personages. After this, about
thirty wrestlers, in partv-coloured breeches, (their only
covering,) and each armed. with a pair ot clubs, began
each to make a most curious noise, to move in extra-
vagant postures, and to display their professional ex-
ploits all the way to the place fixed upon for the cn-
campment. It would be difficult, says Mr. Morier, to
describe a crowd so wild and confused as this. The
extreme jolting, running, pushing, and scrambling,
almost bewildered him; whilst the dust, which seemed
to powder the beards of the Persians, nearly suffocated
the whole company. Probably ten thousand persons of
all descripgions were assembled.
On Christmas-day Sir [arford Jones and Mr. Mo-
rier visited” the ruins of Shapour, about fiftecn miles
from Kauzeroon. On two insulated rocks were seen
some extraordinary sculptures of great antiquity; co-
lossal figures of men and horses, for the most part well
executed. There were the remains of a considerable
aqueduct, and of numerous canals., ‘I'he ruins of Sha-
pour are traversed by abeautiful river. After having
passed this, the travellers walked over several mounds
-of stone and earth, which cover the remains of bLuild-
.ings; and which, if they are ever explored, will disco-
ver innumerable scerets of antiquity.  In one part was
a fine wall,. which, in the symmectry of its masonry,
equalled any Grecian work that Mr. Moricr had ever
seen. It had formed the front of a square building,
and had a range of sphinxes on the. top, but much de-
faced. - Behind this building, Mr. Morier traced the
form of a theatre, thirty paces long and fourteen wide,
Therc are distinct mounds of earth scattered over the
wholesite. of the city; these are supposed to be the
ruing bf separate houses. It is said that there are im-
mense subterraneous passages at Shapour; and the most
extraoxdinary stories are related ¢oncerning them.
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The mission left Kauzeroon on the 26th. Their:
course was eastward, up the steep of a mountain, the
road of which was protected by parapet walls along the
cdge of precipices. Beyond the summit of the moun-
tain they descended into a narrow but beautiful valley,
thicklg clad with oak-trees; and they afterwards passed -
over a varied country of mountains, valleys, plains, and
swamps,  On the swamps were innumerable wildfgwl,
ducks, snipes, and divers. In the morning the weatKer
was often excremely cold.

On the road they met the bearer of a letter from the
king of Persia to the envoy. In order to receive this
with due respect, all the oflicers were required to change
their travelling clothes for uniforms: the body-guard
put on their best clothes, and the whole cavaleade pro«
cceded with colours flying and trumpets sounding. At
the approach of the messenger, the envoy and all the
gentlemen dismounted.  The envoy received the letter
i due form, and the accustomed interchange of civili-
ties took place.

During the night of the 29th, a fall of snow very op-
portunely laid the dust for the entrance of the mission
into Shiraz. On the ensuing morning they made their
public entry; all the suite appearing in tull wniforms,
and the envoy wearing a Persian cloak made of shawl,
and lined with fur; a dress permitted only to princes,
and assumed by Sir Harford, as ‘the best means of con-
veying, to the senses of the multitude, the high con-
sideration of the office which he bore.

At the gates of the city the crowd was 30 excessive,
that it was not without great difficulty a way could be
¢cleared for the mission to pass. After a long proces- -
sion they reached a house which had.been prepared for
their reception.  ‘This was neatly built of a pale yellow
brick, and was very spacious, They were introduced
into an apartment, where a large service of swcetmeats
and fruit was laid out for them: and the rémainder of
the day was chiefly occupied in receiving visitors. -

Shiraz has six ggtes: it is divided into twelve.
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parishes, in which are fifteen considerable mosques,
besides others of inferior note; cleven colleges; four-
teen bazars; thirteen caravanseras; and twenty-six
Jhwnmums or baths. The trades, as in Turkey, are
‘carried on in separate bazars. 'The principal of these is”
the Bazar-a-vakeel, a long and spacious building, hav-
ing, in the centre, a rotunda.
In Shiraz and its vicinity are several mausoleums
and tombs. The most distinguished of those without
the walls is the tomb of Hafiz, the celebrated Persian
poet. It stands at the foot of some cypress-trees which
were planted by himself; is in the form of a parallelo-
gram, with a projecting base; and is wholly construct-
_ed of the marble of Tabriz, of a beautiful varied grcen
«colour, and cxqmisitely carved. This is a place of great
resort to the iubabitants. of Shiraz, who go there to
smoke, drink coffte, and recite verses.
The 1st-of January, 1809, was the day fixed tor the
visit of the cnvoy and gentlemen of the mission to a
son of the king of Persia. Preccded by the mchman-
dar, they paraded through the town to the bazar, and
thence mto the outer court of the palace, the hreadth
and Iength of which were of large and fine proportions.
The lofty summits of the walls were crowned with
arched battlements, worked into a species of close lat-
tice. The ission procecded through this court into
.another, the spaciouns .area of which seemed to form a
complete square.  Its magnificent walls were covered,
in regular compartiments, with various implements of
war, arranged: in niches.  Along the range stood sol-
diers in sca.let uniforms.  Sir Harford Jones dismount-
ed, and was followed by the other gentlenen on foot:
the master of the ceremonies then conducted them
through rather a mean passage, into a spacious court,
at the extremity of which appeared the prince. He was
seated i a kind of open room, the front of which was
“supported By pillars clegantly gilded and painted: this
“we§ the' chamber of audience. In the centre of the
couirt'was an avenue of lofty trees, at the sides of whick
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were two long canals, From these, numerous fountains
threw up little spouts of water, to the jingle of the
wheels and bells of their smachinery. QOnall sides of the
court were placed, in closg files, o gveat number of well-
dressed men, armed with muskets, pistols, and swords.
Whaen Sir Harford and his suite entered the court, the
master of the ccremonies stopped and made a low obei-
sance towards the prince. The Englishmen bowed
and took off their hats. These salutations were made
four times, in as many parts of the court, and were re-
peated as the mission entered the chamber of andience.
T'he prince looked at the sttangers, but did not stir a
muscle of his countcnance. The gentlemen then pro.
ceeded forward, till Sir Harford faced the prince, when
he and his suite were directed to sit.  As soon as they
were seated, the prince said, in a loud voice, *“You are
welcome:” this was repeated by his minister, and Sir -
Harford made the requisite compliments. * After a
friendly address from the prince, recommending his
visitors to proceed, without delay, to the court of his
father; and after the complimentary treat of kalcoons
and coffee had taken place, the party retired. -

The prince was an engaging youth, of agreeable
countenance and pleasing manners. His dress was
nlost sumptuous: on his breast he had a thick -coat of
pearls, which was terminated downward by a girdle of
the richest stuffs. In this was a dagger, the head of
which dazzled by the number and brilliancy of its in-
laid diamonds. His coat was of rich crimson and gold
brocadc, with a thick fur on the upper part. . Around
his black cap was wound a Cashmire shawl, and by his
side, in a gold platter, was a string of the finest pearls
that could be putchased. Before him was placed his
kaleoon of state, a magnificent toy, closely inlaid with
precious stones. .

At a visit which the gentlemen of the mission sub-
sequently paid to the minister, they were entertained
with a singular exhibition of rope-daacing, dancing-
boys, water-spouting, fire-eating, singing, and music;

. H o
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which continued till the closc of day, when a display of
fire-works commenced; on a scale more extensive than
any Mr. Morier had seen in Europe. As soon as
the whole were figished, syfras or table-cloths, were
, brought in and spread before the company, On themn
were placed trays of sweot viands, light sugared cakes,
and  sherbet of various dercriptions. After these,
dishes of plain rice were put, each before two guests :
then pillaus, or food prepared with rice; and, after-
wards, a succession and variety which would have suf-
ficed for ten times the present company. The Persians
bent themselves down to the dishes, and ate, in gene-
ral, most heartily and indiscriminately of every-thing,
sweet and sour, meat and fish, fruit and vegetable.
This people are excessively fond of ice; and the minis-
ter had, before him, a bowl of ice, of which he kept
" eating, when the other dishes were carried away. ‘They
are equally fond of spices, and of every other stimulant.
_As the envoy sate next to the minister, he frequently
shared the bounty arising from his particular attention,
which consisted in large handsful of certain favourite
dishes. These he tore off by main strength, and put
before the envoy: sometimes a full grasp of lamb,
mixed with a sauce of prunes; pistachio-nuts, and raj.
sins; at another time a whole partridge, disguised by a
rich brown sauce, and a great piece of omelette thickly
swimming in fat. When the whole was cleared, and
the cloths were rolled up, ewers and basins were
brought. in, and they all washed their hands and mouth.
Till the:water was presented, it was_guite ridiculous to
" see the rigut hand of every person’ (covered with the
complicated fragments of the dishes) placed, in a
- certain podition, ovér his left arm.  The ‘whole enter-
tainmgnf Wwas now over, and the party returned home.
- Aggriplendid feast given by the mchmander, there’
wag axd splay by rope-dancers, water-spouters, dancin g-
. hoys, and fire-eaters; and an cxhibition of wrestlers,
a-combat.'of rams, and a sanguinary scene of a lion
killing’an ox.,



BUSILIIRE TO ISPAIIAN. 147

On the morning of the 13th of January, the mission
rccommenced their journey towards Tcheran.  The
country through wlnch they passed was nlly and open :
scarcely a shrub enlivened the brown appearance of the
monntains, which here and there were varied, by the
caprigiousuess of their stratification, into forins as ex-
travagant as they were inhospitable.  Extensive flochs
of pigeons now and then flew over their hcads; and
near the road were occasionally scen ruined castles aud
caravanseras.

At Nakshi Kustam, not fa¥ from the town of Zergoon,
are several singular ancient tomnbs and sculptures. Some
of thelatter, which are on the surface of “teep and craggy
rocks, are extremely well exccuted ; and, among them,
are a few fragments of Greeh mseriptions.  T'he tombs
are four wm number: there are also two square fire-
altaxs, cach about six feet in height; and the remains
of an ancient five-temple.

From this place Su Iarford Jones, Mr. Morier, and
some of the other gentlemen, rode to the ruins of Per-
sepolis, a few miles distant; and they were astonished at
the immensity. and dehghted with the beauty of the relies
of this celebrated city.  Altheugh there was nothing,
cither in the architecture of the buildmgs, or m the ex~
ecution of the sculptures and reliefs on the rocks,
which could hear a eritical comparison with the delicate
propoitions and perfect statuary of the Greeks; yet
there was sufficient to excite the most lively and en-
raptared emotions. )

By the people of the country this place is called
Takht Jemsheed, or the *Throne of Jemsheed :” it i«
also called Chehel Minar, or the “Forty Pillars.”
The most strikmg featare, on first approaching to 1t, is
a magnilicent starrcase and 1ts  surrounding walls.
Two grand fhghts, which face each other, lead to a
principal platform. ‘Towards the right and left are
immense walls of the finest masonry, and built of sin-
gularly massive stones.  There are portuls, other stair+’
cases, and what may be denominated a small plain,

2
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which has been studded with numerous columns; but
of these only sixteen are now left. Beyond the plain
are numerous and stupendous remains of the frames of
windows and doors, wrought in marble, and of the
most magnificent dimensions. On cach side of the
frames are sculptured figures; and the marble still re-
tains its polish.” These are, evidently, the remains of a
most sumptuous apartment. ‘The forms of other apart-
ments are visible ; and, in the rear of the whole, are
secn the beds of aqueducts, which have been cut out of
the solid rock. It would be of little use to enumerate,
_in description, the parts and appecarance of the walls,
stajrcases, frames, porticoes, portals, columns,” sculp-
tures, bas-reliefs, and other ornaments. On one of the
loftiest columns are still to be seen the remains of a
sphinx; and Mr." Morier could distinguish, on the sum-
mit of every column, a something quite unconnected
with the capital: indeed, the high colomns, strictly
speaking, have no capitals whatever; each being a
long shoft to the very summit, on which a sphinx has
rested. Many of the inscriptions at Persepolis are said
to have been in gilt letters. Near this place, as in the
vicinity of Shapour, and Nakshi Rustam, are some
rocks singularly ornamented by sculptured figures.
Beyond Persepolis, and not far from the road leading
towards Ispahan, other remains of antignity were ob-
served: For a considerable distance the road accompa-
nied the bank of a river; and the adjacent country
abounded in ducks, herons, bitterns, and other kinds of
fowl, which constituted an admirable luxury at the tas
ble of the travellers. On the 19th they passed between
the bases of two abrupt chains of mountains, and after-
wards across ploughed fields, which nearly overspread
the whole of an extensive plain. On the plain they ex-
amired some singular ruins, which the country peaple
believe to have been the “tomb of the mother of Solo-
mon,”-and in the vicinity of which are the remains of a
great citys -

The road now lay in- a northerly direction, over a
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country of ascents and descents; but such as could
scarcely be dignified by the denomination of mountains,
Wood was here exticmely scarce.

On the 31st the travellers entered the plain of Ispa-
han. " The great number of buildings, which stud every
part of this plain, mught induce a stranger to suppose
that he was entering a district of immense population.
Yet nearly the whole view consists of the ruins of towns;
and here and there only arc spots enlivened by the
commuuities of men.

In order to ensure respect in the country through
which the mission passed, it was stated to the governor
of every town that the envoy was the bearer of a letter,
from his mastcr, the king of England, to the king of
Persia.  This letter was conveyed in such a manner to
excite particular attention. [t was placed in a litter,
and was escorted by ten Indian troopers and an officer 3
and it was never cither taken out or replaced without a
trumpet being sounded.  Whenever the party stopped,
it was deposited in a tent of ceremony, under a cloth off
gold: a centinel, with a drawn sword, was placed to
guard it; and no person was permitted to sit with his
back to it. In eastern countrics the letters between
princes are a general object of reverence; and the dig-
nity which, by the present observances, was attached to
the letter of the Bitish sovereign, raised, among the
people, a corresponding respect towards his represent-
ative. -

About four miles from Ispahan the mission was met
by several of the inhabitants.  On approaching the city,
the crowd increased to numnbers, which it baffled the
imagination even to conjecture.  People of all deserip-
tions were collected, on mules, on horses, on asses, and
on foot; and, although the attendants adumnistered the
stick on all sides, and with an unsparing hand, it was
impossible to keep a free xoad for passage.

"he merchants of the city, in number about three
hundred, came out, in procession, to mect the envoy.
‘These were followed by & deputation from the Arme-
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pian clergy, bearing silken bamners, on which were
pamted the passion of om Saviour 5 and the bishop, m
his sacerdotal 10bes, presented to the envoy a copy of
the Evangelists, bo nd in ernmson vilvet.

Cleventl) Pay's Instruction,
- PERSIA CONCLUDED.

Mg, Moriur's Account of Ispahun, and of & Journeu
thence to Tcheran and Erzerum.

Ow approaching Ispakan, which is surroundud, to a
great distance, with gardens, the extent of the city was
such, that the sight could not reach its hounds, The
crowd was now so intensely great, that, at intervals, it
yuite mmpeded the progress of the mission. A tent had
hecn preparcd, by the governor, for the reception of lus
guests. Ttstood in a picce of ground, planted, on one
side, with lofty chenar-trees, (¢ hind of sycamore with
a verdure hke that of the plane-tree,) and beunded, on
the other, by a beautiful river.  After the eeremony of
introduction to the governor had taken place, the gen<
tlemen of the mission were conducted into the city. On
passg the river, they saw three bridges, of singular yet
heauutul construction. The one which they erossed
consisted of thuty-three large arches, above each of
which were ranged three smaller ones. There was a
covered cansenay for foot-passengers; and the whole
surface of the bridge was paved and level.  After they
had crossed, they were conducted, through a gate, into
the Cuahar Bagh, a spacious piece of ground, which
has two 10ws of chenar-trees n the middle, and two
other rows on each side; and the garden of which is
divided into parterres, that are copiously watered by
small canals,
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Oncach side of this sppt are gardens which the Persians
dignifly with an appellation sigmfymg the Eight Para-
dises.  They are laid out mto regular walks of chenar-
lt:ceﬂ, are well-natered, and have cach a pleasurc-

ousc,

Nearly in the centre of the Chahar Bagh is a college.
Its entrance is handsome: a lofty portico, enriched with
fantastically twisted columns, and intermixed with the
beautiful marble of Tabriz, leads through a pair of bra-
zen gates, of which the extremities are silver, and the
whole surface is lughly carved and cmbossed. On the
night'of the square of the colleqr 15 a mosgue, covered
with a cupola, and faced by two mmarets or slender
towers.  ‘The other sides of the square are oceupied,
one by a lofty and beautiful portico, and the remaming
two by 100ms for the students, twelve in cach fiont,
aranged in two stories. These apartments are small
square cells, each spread with a carpet; and they ap-
peared to Mr. Morier to be adnurably calculated for
study.

‘The palaces of the king are enclosed within a fort of
lofty walls, which Mr. Morer conjectmed to be ahout
thice miles in cirewtt,  The Chetel Sttoon, or palace ot
“ Forty Pillas,” is in the middle of an immense squaie,
intersected by numerouns canals, and planted, in differcnt
dircetions, with chenar-trees.  In front is an extensive
s(juare hasin, or reservoir of water, from the furthest
extrenuty of which, the palace appears heautiful beyond
cither the power of language or the cortectness ot the
peneil to delineate.  The first saloon is open towards
the garden, and is supported by eighteen coluinns, Jll
inlaid with mirrors, and appearing, at a distance, as if
formed of glass only. Each column has a marble base,
carved into the figures of four lions, so placed that the
shaft seums to rest on their four united backs. The
walls, whieh form its termination behind, are covered
with mirrors, placed in such a variety, of positions that
the mass of the structure appears to be of glass. The
ceiling is pointed in flowers of gold; and large curtains
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are suspended on the outside, for the purpose of being
occasionally lowered, to moderate the heat of the sun.
From this saloon an arched recess, studded with glass,
. and embellished with paintings, leads into an extensive
and princely hall. Hore the ceiling is arranged in a
great variety of domes and Sgures, and is painted and -
gilded with peculiar elegance. Its finely-proportioned
walls are embellished with six large paintings, thrce on
one side and three on the other. 'The furniture consists
of carpets only. Adjoining to the Chetel Setoon is the
harem. This is considered to be so perfect in its esta- °
blishment, that, if the king were to arrive at Ispahan
without 2 moment's notice, not onc, even the smallest
domestic article, would be wanting, for the convenienco
of his suite; and the whole palace would present all the
comforts which couid be found in a place of constant
.residence. The other buildings, particularly the king’s
apartments or drawing-rooms, are of the most magni-
ficent description, ornamented with looking-glasses,
carved work, gilding, and paintings. The upper win-
dows in one of the rooms are artfully constructed of
" plaster, pierced into small holes in a great varicty of
figures and flowers, 5o as to resemble the open work of
lace, and to admit a softened and pleasing light.
From the interior of the palace, Sir Harford Jones,
Mr. Morier, and some of the other gentlemen, went to
the Ali Capi gale, which has once been extremely mag-
nificent, ornamented with a dome, and many beautiful
kinds .of marble; and, from the summit of this, the
loftiest bu'lding in the ‘city, they had a most extensive
view. Houses, or ruins of houses, appeared to be
.spread over all the plain, and to reach to the very foos
of the surrounding mountains.  There was, however,
no difference in the colour of the buildings: they werce
_ all of a light yellow, and appeared to be varied only by
_ the abundant intermixture of trees. The domes of the

mosques were covered with green, or, in some places,
. with blue-lacquered tiles, or ornaments in yellow, blue,
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and red; and they were crowncd by golden balls and
crescents.

The Maidan Shak, or great public place of Ispahan,
no longer presents the busy seene which it must have
displayed, in the better times of the kingdom. Of the
numerous trees which formerly surrounded it, there is
not one standing. The canals are void of water; the
honses which environ it are no longer inhabited, and
their very doors are blocked up. The great market,
which once spread the whole area with tents, is mow
confined to one corner.  The royal mosque, however,
aﬁ)pears to be a noble building, although the lacquered
tiles on the dome have, in many places, fallen ofl.  The
great bazar is entered by a handsome gate, the paint-
ings on which still exist. The other side of the gate
opens into the fine bazars, called the Bazar Shah. In
Ispahan the rabob shops, or eating-houses, are clean and
well arranged; but the most frequented shops of Ispa~
han scem to be those of sweetmeats, for which there is,
an almost incredible demand, as ingredients in the food
of all classes of Persians.

A century and a half ago the population of this city
was estimated at onc million, one hundred thousand
persons; hat its present population is supposed not to
exceed four hundred thousand.

On the 7th of February, the envoy and his suite left
Ispahan, for the Persian court at Teheran. The soil of
the country over which they travelled was soft and
crumbling, strongly impregnated with salt; and, m
parts, was rendered muddy and swampy by the streamns
which intersected it. The whole pfain was covered
with ruins, from which, here and there, a few miscrable
peasants crept out tv gaze at the strangers.

In different parts of the road are caravanseras, some
of which are magnificent. One of them (described by
Mr. Morier) was of brick, with an ornamented front.
The portico was crowned by a superb dome, and led

H3
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into a square court, along the sides of which were rooms
tor the reception of travellers; and behind these were
vaulted stables for horses and camels. There was
a hainmum or hath, but it was out of repair.

Bc{oml the plam the sou of the country became hard
,and claycy; and av.lley, through which the travellers
passed, was abundantly watered and beautifully wood-
ed. ITere every species of fimt-tree appeared to thiive :
the ficlds were disposed in terraces; and cach sepa-
rate plat of cultivated ground was intersected by small
tidges raised to facilitate the watering of it.  The de-
scent of the travellers into this valley was a work of
labour, from the depth of snow with which the ground
was covered.

The wission crossed the plain of Kashan, bounded on
the Ic{t by a 1ange of distant mountains, and on the
right by the geeat salt desert of Persia, wlich, accord-
ing to the accounts grven by the people of the conntry,
extends evn to the confines of Usheek Taitary. 'L'he
“oil oves which they travelled was strongly impregna-
ted with salt.  Koom, the place which they next en-
tered, is a holy city. 1t contains the tombs of many
saints; and the 1cigning monarch, before he ascended
the throne. wade a vow, that, if he should ever
suceced to the crown, he would enrich this city by
splendid buildings, and excmpt its inhabitants from
paymyg tribute. e had, at this time, in part, fultilled
his vow by crecting here a large college, coverng the
cupola of one of the tombs with gilded plates, und
spending a large sum in embellishments,

At sor  distance beyond Koom the road passed
over a range of mountamns, and afterwards through the
midst of a swamp. The latter, which was about ten
miles in cxtent, occupied the travellers about three
hours to cross. They afterwards came to a kind of
pass, leading through an cxtent of broken country,
which fgrmed a labyrinth of little hills and nooks. In
the dell€were a great nunber of salt-streams; and the
land l‘uﬁéﬂent marks of the action of fire upon it.

%
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On the 12th the mission entered the plain of Tehe-
ran, bounded by lofty wmountains, Clouds rested on
the summits of most them; and snow, at this time,
covered them to the very base. Towards the nght
were seen the ruins of the ancient city of Rey.

When the tiavellers approached the walls of Tekeran,
they were met by an immense assemblage of people;
and, at the gate through which they passed, there was a
guard of soldiers, dressed somewhat like Russians, and
disciplined after the European manner. They proceed-
ed through small streets of miserable buildings; and, at
length, dismounted at the house of the second minister.
‘This was the place of the wmister's usual residence, and
he had removed from it, ouly to make room for the
strangers, but it was much less respectable than any
ho}use which they had occupied, esther at Shiraz or Is-
pahan.

The presentation of the envoy, to the king, took
place on the day after his arrival. Each of the gentle-
men connected with the embassy appeared in green
Ingh-heeled slippers, and in red cloth stockings, the
usual court dress. Ahout twelve o'clock they pro-
ceeded to the palace; the presents, from the king of
Ingland to the Persian monarch, being carricd on a
picce of white satin, laid over a gold dish. These
consisted, among several other articles, of a portrait of
of the hing, set round with diamonds; and of a large
diamond valued at twenty thousand pounds. The let-
ter of the king of England, enclosed in a highly orna-
mented blue morocco-box, and covered with a case of
white satin and an elegant net, was carried, by the en-
voy, on a piece of white satn. The procession march-
ed to the sound of trumpets, playing “ God save the
king.” And, when it had crossed a bridge, and had
entered the precinets of the palace, it passed through
several hines of Pervian soldiers; and thence, along
some dark passages, to a small room, where were
scated a relative of the royal family, the master of the
cercmonies, a deputy lord chamberlain, and some other
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great personages. The presentation was to take placc
in the private hall of audience, for it was, at this time,
the Ashooreh of the month of Mokarrem, a time of
mourning, when all matters of ceremony or of busmess
are suspended at ~ourt.

As soon as the king was announced to be ready, the
envoy and his attendants w-+» conducted into an exten-
sive court, on all sides of which stood oflicers of the
household, and in the centre were soldicrs. Beyond
this a door was opened, and they were ushered into a
court laid out in canals and fountains; and, at inter-
vals, lined by men richly dressed, the grandees of the
kingdom. At the extremity of an apartment, open in
front by large windows, sate the king. When the mis-
sion were opposite to him, the gentlemen all made low
bows, and, after other ceremonics, were presented.
Speeches of congratulation were miade on cach sides;
shortly after which the envoy returned to his quarters.

The king appeared to be about forty ycars of age.
11e was a nan of pleasing manners and agrecable coun-
tenance; and had an aquiline nose, large cyes, and
arched eyehrows. His face was obscured by an im-
niense beard and mustachios, so that it was only when
he talked or smiled, that lns mouth could be discovered.
He was seated on a species of throne, called “the
Throne of the Peacock,” and raised about three feet
from the ground. The upper part only of his hody
was visible, the rest being concealed by an elevated
railing, at the corners of which were placed several or-
nawents of vascs and toys. The back of the throne was
much ra.sed; and at each side were two square pillars,
on which were perched artificial peacocks, studded with

recious stonces, and each holding, in his beak, a ruby.
 The highest part of the throne was composed of an oval
ornament of jewellery, from which emanated a great
numi er of diamond rays. This part was covered with
plates of gold, enriched with a fine kind of enamel work,
which 1s coffmon in the ornamental furniture of Per-
#ia. At this visit the whole court was seen to disad



ISPANAN TO TEMERAN, 157

vantage. The king himself did not wear his magnifi-
cent and celebrated ornaments of precious stones: he
appeared in a dark-coloured robe, embroidered with
larae gold flowers, and trimmed with dark fur over the
shouldets, down the breast, and on the sleeves. Onhis
head he wore a species of cylindrical crown, covered
with pearls and precious stones, and surmounted by a
light feather of diamonds. On the left of the throne
was a basin of water, in which small fountains played;
and along its borders were placed vascs set with pre-
cious stones. On the right stood six of the king’s
sone. Bchind the basin with fountains, stood five
pages, richly attired in velvets and silk. Onc of them
held a crawn similar to that which the king wore: ano-
ther held a splendid sword; the third a shicld and a
mace of gold and pearls; the fourth a bow and arrows
set with jewels; and the fifth a crachoir similarly orna-
mented. .

Afier many tedious and unpleasant discussions. with
the Persian mimsters, which were continued, at inter-
vals, for more than a month, the envay succeeded in
accomplishing the object of his mission. Ou the 15th
of Marcl, treaties of amity, between Great Britain and
Persia, were signed and exchanged; and the French
ambassador was subsequently dismissed from the Per-
sian court.

Some days after this the envoy and his suite, were in-
vited, by the king, to an cntertanment at the palace.
"They passed through the great court, and were thence
conducted through many passages, and up many intri-
cate flights of steps, till they reached the roof of some
buildings. Over this, which, in many places, was diffi-
cult of access, they scrambled, tll they came to a little
tent that had been prepared for them, on the summit of
a door-way, close to the room in which the king was
soated.

In the court beneath them, which appeared to be
about two hundred feet square, exhibitions of various
kinds took place. Of these the first was the introduc-
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tion of presents from the governors of provinces, con-
sisting of long trains of wen, cawels, and mulcs, bear-
mg shawls, stufls, firc-arms, precious stones, fruit,
sweetmeats, and various other articles.  When the pre-
sents bad passcd, a rope-dancer, a hoy about twclve
years old, exhibited t1: feat of walking, from the court,
by a rope, to the roof of tha apartment where the king
was seated. The next part ot the exhibition was a man,
in a kind of petticoat, who danced in the most extrava-
vagant attitudes imaginable. A large clcphant was next
brought forward, made to give a shrick, and to hneel be-
fore the king. A company of wrestlers suceceded, one of
whom combated with a bear.  Then rams were brought
out to fight with cach other; and a kind of combat took
place between an ox and a young lion. "L'he whole wus
concluded with fireworks.

On the subsequent day the king desired the strangers
to be present at the races; but no exhibition could be
more miserable. The objeet of races, in Pursia, is ra-
ther to ascertain the strength or bottom of the horses,
than their speed.  On this occasion there were two sets,
which had come from a distance of from twelve to
twenty-one miles, Horses arc thns trained for a very
obvious reason: the fortunes, not only of the state, but
of every individual, are here exposed to such sudden
changes, that every onc likes to he prepared with some
mode of escape, in case of pursuit; and horses thus
enured to running, though many of them are ill-looking
animals, will continue to gallop, for several hours, with~
out interniission.

Teheran, the present capital of Persia, is walled
round, and is betwecen four miles and a half, and five
miles in circuit. It has six gafes, cach inlaid with
colaured bricks, and with figures of tigers and other
figures in rude mosaic: their entrance is lofty and
dowmeu. The town itself is nbout the size of Shiraz,
but it has not so many public edifices; and, as it is
built onlyof sun-burnt bricks, it has a mud-like appcar-
ance. It has two maidans or open squares; one prin-



ISPAHAN TO TEHERAN. 159

cipal mosque; six others small and insignificant ; three
or four collcges; onc hundred and fifty caravanseras;
and one hundred and fifty hummuins or baths,

The harem is extensive, and contains a female esta-
blishment as numerous as that of the public honschold,
All the officers of the king's court are here represented
by females; and the king’s service, in the interior of the
harem, is carricd on with as much regularity and eti-
quette as the exterior cconomy of his state.  The king's
family, at this time, consisted of sixty-five sons; and,
as it wap supposed, of about an equal number of
danghters.

I’ consequence of its sitnation at the foot of lofty
monntams, backed hy the Caspian Sca, the climate of
Tcheran 15 vanable. The country in which 1t situe
ated s unhealthy: during summer the heat is said to be
s0 mufferable, that all who can do it quit the town and
Iive in tents ncater to the mountains, where the teme
perature is comparatively cool.

Two miles north-cast from the city is a royal plea-
sme-house called Tahht-a-cadjar. At a distance 1t
presents a grand elevation, apparcutly of several sto-
ries; but these, on a nearer view, are seen to be the
fronts of sueccssive terraces.  The entrance is through
an indifferent gate, over which is a summer-house.
‘I'ms entrance leads into a spacious enclosure; in the
mmddle of which is the prinempal walk, bounded, oneach
sude, by cypress and poplar-trees, and mtersected, at
right angles, in the centre, by a stone channel, which
conducts a stream of water to several small cascades.
The principal edifice, like all other Persian houscs, cone
sists of a square comt, having around jt rooms of va-
rious dimensions, and adapted to various uses. The
building which stands on the first terrace is of octago-
nal form. and is apen, by arches, on all sides.  Its ine
terior is arranged with a great variety of water-chamnels,
On another terrace is a grand pleasure-house, through
which, also, water is introduced. Two terraces above
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this bave small reservoirs, from which water continually
falls into basins on the successive descents,

Narrative of Mr. Monwsr’s Journey from Teheran to
Erzerum.

Tux 7th of May, 1809, w1 fixed for the departure of
the mission; Sir Harford Jones being left in Tcheran
as the British minister at the Persian court; and Mirza
Abul Hassan, the nephew of the late prime minister,
having been appointed to accompany Mr. Morier, as
envoy cxtraordinary from Persia to England.

On crossing the plain of Teheran, in a westerly
direction, they remarked it to be covered with villages.
Mr. Morier counted twenty, to the right and the lett of
the road, Some of those through which they passed
had conspicuous tombs, the mausoleumns of eminent per-
sons.

About two miles from Casvin, the travellers proceed-
cd through the midst of ficlds and gardens, which are
considered to produce the best grapes in Persia, This
part of the country, however, labours under great in.
convenicnce from a want of water; and, indecd,
through the whole extent of the immense plain which
they traversed on the day of their arrival at Casvin, they
did not see one natural stream.

Casvin, though a city, was alniost one mass of ruins.
Aun carthquake had, not long before, thrown down many
of the buildings, and had made cracks in almost every
wall. A large mosque had been rent in many places,
in its thick /alls, and totally ruined.

Beyond Casvin the road was peculiarly beautiful. Tt
was a fine hard gravel, and the plain, on cach side, was
in high verdure, and cxhibited the appearance of an
immense grass-plot, on which thousands of cavalry
might m~nocuvre. The villages were still nunierous,
and, in general, defended by square walls, with towers
at the angles.

. Sultani¢h lies near the southern hills of the plain,
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and spreads over a considerable extent of ground,
coutaining the present village, among the ruins of the
ancient eity.  The principal object of antignity in this
place, 1= an immense structure, called the tomb of Sul-
tan Mohamed Khodabendeh, and said to be six hun-
dred ycars old. A cupola rests upon an octagonal
base, on cach angle of which formerly rose a minaret;
but only one of these is now entire. The Persians, to
illustrate the ancient splondour of Sultaniéh, say that
when the army of Jenghiz Khan plundered the oy,
there were found in it six hundred thousand golden
cradles. It still contains the remains of several
mosques, one of which seems to have been a fine edi-
fice. The present king of Persia had undertaken to
found, in this place, a new city, to be called Sullana-
had.

‘The travellers next procecded to Zengan. The
plam now became hilly and broken; and, in some
places, tho s;il, which bhefore had been hard, was soft
and swampy. Zengan is a large town, the capital of a
ditrict containing a hundred willages.

From this place, westward, the Turkish language
is the language spoken by the iphabitants of the vil-
lages.  The whole region, from Zengan, is intersect-
ed by valleys.  Beyond it the country hecomes moun-
tamous; but, owing to a scarcity of wood, the inhahi-
tants, i many parts, are extremely distressed for
fucl. 'They are also miscrably clad. The children had,
at this time, scarcely any thing to cover them, except a
shirt of coarse linen; and the women wore only a shirt,
a parr of drawers, a jacket, and a veil.

After a journey of fifteen days from Teheran, the
travellers arrived at Tabriz. The road across the
plain was very fine, and the mud-walls and mud-brick
houses of the aty, interspersed with trees, had a very
pleasing appearance. Close to the walls, near the
gate by which the travellers entered, is the ruin of «
mosque, which, though six hundred years old, must
once have been a fine edifice.
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The situation of Tabriz is considered peculiarly
healthful, This was orice a magnificent city: but all its
large buildings have heen destroyed by carthquahes,
The walls are suppo ~d to be about three miles in cir-
cuit; and three of the ¢ ‘tes are ornamentcd with
columns inlaid with green-tac wered buchs.  The
place is currounded by gardens, and produces a groa
abundance of fruit, particularly apricots.

North-west of the city is an cxtensive bural-ground
over the whole of which are strewed large durk-colom
ed blocks of carved stone, some of which have npor,
them Arabic characters. The substance calléd tt
marble of Tabriz, which is used m many of the me
splendid edifices of Persia, is not procured nea 1
city, nor taken from a quarry; but it is found, w1
men<c blocks, on the borders of a luhe scveral m
distant. This marbles tales a peeuhacly fine pol
and is employed for the interior of haths, for the colemns
and pilasters of buildings, for tomb-stones, and
every purpose where ornamental marble is necessar

There are, in Tabriz, twelve pablie batks, son
which are bandsome. T bazar extends through .
whole length of the city, but is mean and duty. 1
danger of earthquahes has taught the inhabiane
build their hot es, generally, as low as posstble, o
to cmploy, in the construction of them. more v o «
than brick or plaster. Ilence also the bazars
only woodvn roofs, and are not arched like those 1
the better eities of Persia.  Tabriz is said to contain
about two hundred and fifty thousand mhabitants; but
this number is, probably, much cxaggerated.

Mr. Morier and his party recomnenced their jour-
ney on the 1st of June, Westward of Tabriz is a
conspicuons hill, which abounds in several kinds of
game,  Tle industry of agriculture was visible on the

lain, and the crops of barley and other grain were
uxuriant and promising, In their progress, they tra-
versed a country, which, in its conformat.on, was most
picturesque; and in its productions most luxuriant.
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Nu one, in any scason, conld pass these scenes without
admiration; but Mr. Morier saw them in all the rich-
s of spring, contrasted with a winter in Persia; and
alter the harren and leafless region he had lately tra-
versed, he doubly enjoyed the wild prodigality of
vegetation, which is displayed in this part of Asia.

The travellers passed through Shebester, a large
wwn surroanded by several villages, near the beauti-
tal laho of Shahkee. the waters of which are as salt as
thuse of the occan.  Khnt, the next town, is situated
ina parrow plain, and surrounded by a wall, having
tonr <.aies and a sort of triangular towers.  Within the
vl aec twenty mosques and six baths.  'The popu-
Voiu s estimated at fifty thousand pessons, of which
1L _uatest number are Armemans.  The territory of
ta o and of the surroundmg villages is extremely

nesunset of the 7th of Jane the clouds cleared
" wmatds the north, and exhibited, to the view of
the v vellers, the sublime and venerable mowntain of
1 . . The Persiaus stated to Mr. Morer that this
ol sentam was distant abont eight hours’ journey; and
they rddated many wonderful  stories respecting it.
Aruing others, they said that no« who had attempted
oo ¢ ity had ever retarned; vk th o hundredimen
w' Ul been sent from rizow s to effect that uns
Jero mg, had all dicds An N rmeiuan priest assured
Mi. Morier, with a grave countenance, that the urk
was - ll there.

A little distmee heyond this spot the travellers
passtd the boundaries of Persin, and entered  the
Turkish dominions. ‘I'hcse boundarws are marked,
near the road, by a ruined tower, in the centre of a
valley.

From ouc part of the road the mountain appearcd,
before than, a sublime and almost terrific object. Tt
rose from an hnmense variety of lands, was covered
with snow, and was said to be alniost always surround«
ed with clouds, ‘FThey, however, afterwards saw it
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divested of clouds at the summit, but encircled with
them below,

. On the 10th they traversed a conntry which yielded
grass, but had not bec: much sabjected to enltivation.
The western branch of wy viver Fuphrates accom-
panied them for a considerable Jistance; and much of
the country beyond 1t, was in a state of absolute devas-
tation, in consequence of incursions of rchels from some
of the adjacent districts, They now crossed the Tarkish
frontier, and, on the 15th of June, reached Erzerum® ;
whence they continued their journey, through the cen-
tral part of Asia Minor, to Scutari and Coustantinople,

Twelith Way’s Instruction.

HINDOSTAN OR INDIA.

Tue appellations of Hindostan and India me given,
somew hat arbitrarily, to the whole of that extenaive
region, which is bounded, on owe side, by the nvcr
Indus, and stretches, on the other, beyond the Burrim-
pooter. Modern geographers have divided it into four
districts, of Gangetic Hindostan, which comprehends the
countries in *he vicinity of the Ganges; Sindetic Hin-
dostan, or the éountrics bordering on the river Smde
or Indus; Central Hindostan, comprehending the mid-
dle provinces; and Southern Hindostan, which is alsa
called the Deccan and the Curnatic, and which cx-
tends, southward, from the river Kistna, to the ocean,
Thic vast region consists chiefly of extensive plains,
watered by innumerable rivers; and is environed, on

* For an account of this city see page 88.
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three sides, by lofty mountains. Towards the west are
the ridges of Sistan and Sigistan; on the north are
those of Tibet; and on the east the mountains of
Araccan. Besides these, a range of cminences, callcd
the Gauts, or Indian Apennines, extends along the
western shore of the peninsula, from near Cape Como-
rin to the Gulf of Cambay. The plains of Hindos-
tan are sandy; but are capable of tillage, and, in
many parts, are extremely productive, Along the
banhs of the principal rivers the land is so fertile
as to require little manure, except that which is con-
veyed to it by the overflowing of the water.

From its geographical position, chiefly within the
tegion of the torrid zone, the climafe of the central
and southern districts is necessarily hot.  During the
months of March, April, and May, no rain falls, ex-
cept a fow showers, accompanied with thunder and
hghtning: and the hcat gradually increascs, towards
summer, untl it becomes almost intolerable. At this
tim » the surface of the earth, in the plains, resembles
a desert; and is destitute of every thing green, ex-
cept those trees which never lose their verdure.  But,
in the Legiming of June, as soon as the rains com-
menee, the whole appearance becomes changed ; and,
in a few days, the ground is covered with a luxuriant
vegetation.  During the first twvo montbs, the rain is
incessant; but in August and September there is a
considerable intermission.  Towards the heginning of
Angust, many of the lower parts of Bengal, contignous
10 the rivers Ganges and Burrampooter, are inundated ;
and nothing is to be seen: but water, villages, trees, and
the higher grounds. In August and September, the
air becomes moist, sultry, and stiffing; but the three
last months of the yecar are dehghtful.  In January
and February the whole country is frequently envelop-
ed in dews and fogs. Among the mountains of the
northern provinces, the weather is somatimes intensely
cold.

‘I'he most important productions of the soil are rice,
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corn, cotton, sugar, indigo, tobacco, and opium. In
many parts of the country are cultivated a kind of
solanum or potatoe-plant, called * brinjaal,” the fruit
of which is a» large as a baking pear, and is exccllent
for the table, when either stewed or broiled. The
natives cat it plain, bou 4, or made into curry. The
“ bendy"” is another useful ¢Iwt: it rescnbles a dwarf
holyhock; has a fruit abont the length and thickness
of one's finger, with five cells full of round sceds, and
is a common ingredient in soup, curries, and stews,
Gourds of all kinds, and cucumbers, are in great abun-
dance. ‘T'he common and sweet potatoes are both ex-
cellent. Tcas and beans arc very indiflerent in nearly
all parts of India; and cabbages, carrots, and turnips
are scarce. 'The forests produce several kinds of wse-
ful tinber-trees, particularly that called teak, which is
in great request by ship-builders., But no natural
production of this country is so remarkable as the
“ banyan-tree,”  Its branches cxtend, horizontally, to
a great distance, and, from them, descend strong
woody fibres, which, on rcaching the ground, take
toot. After a few years these become so thick as
themsclves to resemble trees; and they send forth
other branches, fiom which descend other fibres; ull,
at last, onc tree covers an almost incredible space of
gronnd. The llindoos are peculiarly partial to the
banyan-tree; for, in consequence of its long duration,
its out-stretching arms, and its overshadowing benefi-
cence, they consider it «n ¢mblem of the deity. Near
these trees they build thelr most esteemed pagodas or
temples; aud, under their shade, many of the Bramins
spend their lives in religious solitude.  The “ cocoa-
put-tree” is an extremely valuable production of India,
During several months of the year its fruit constitutes
a chief article of food to’ the natives; and from it a
consider ble quantity of oil is expressed.  The fibrous
covering of the nut is steeped, and, though more harsh
than hemp, it is used for making cordage. Toddy or
tarry is a juice obtained from the tree, by making an
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masion m the bark near the top, or cutting off one of
the Jeaves, and applymng an eaithern pot to the aper-
twie mn the batk, The leaves of the cocoa-nut-tree
are wsed for covering houses, and two of themn plated
togethar, form a hght hind of cloak, wluch the pea-
sants wear m the rainy scason.  When no lenger capa-
ble of yuldmg fruit or tarry, the wood makes excel-
lent wate1-pipes and beams tor houses.

Lattle 1~ known 1espectng the mincral productions
of Hindostan. It has not, hitherto, been ascertained
whetha ather silver m copper exist here, m a native
state P audes ot gold, kowever, are oceasionally col-
lected.fiom the sands of the rivers which flow from
the mountams of Tibet. Diamonds are obtammed at
Vispour, Goleonda, and a few othur places; and some
of the streams wash down, from the mountamns, pre-
aous stones of other species, and of considerable
value.

L'ew of the countries which lie within the regions of
the toud zone are forulized by <o many and such exe
tenstve reers as this. The Ganges has ats sources
amoug the mountams of Tibet. It unaverses, for
ncatly tomteon hundied miles, an extent of dehghtful
pluns, 1cceves, 1n ats course, cleven riers; and
35, thiough several channels, mnto the Bay of Ben-
gl Its width vaties, m different places, and accord-
iy to the season, fiom ouc fourth of a mile to three
miles, and, at the distance of five hundred miles from
the «a, 1ts channel 1 thntvsces deeps  The Butish
nation, and 1ts allies and tibutanes, now possess the
whole course ot this rival, fiora its entrance into the
pluns of Hindostan, to the sea. I'he dinde or Indus,
which was huown to the ancients, flows along the wes-
"tcin bonder of Ihindogtan, and 1s navigable, for large
vessels, as Ingh as Lahote. I'he Sanpoo or Butran-
pooter, has 1te source about forty miles eastward of’ the
sources of the Ganges, and 1uns, with a rapid current.
tlnough [ibet; and thenee. for g considcrable dige
tance, castward: when, suddenly turn ng towaids the
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west, it enters the province of Bengal; and, after a
course of more than two thousand miles, falls into the
Ganges, .

The diffcrent districts of India which nre subject to
Britain, are cstimeted to contain about fourteen mils
lions of inhabitants ; and the rcnaining parts, about
forty-five millions. These ¢ mist of Hindoos or Gen-
toos, as they are sometimes calied; Moguls, Persians,
Patans or Afghans from the mountains adjacent to
Persia, Tartars, and numerous other races. The /in-
doos, in the southern and hotter parts of the country,
are dark-coloured: some of them are nearly black,
but they bave neither the woolly hair nor the flate
tened features of negroes. In women of the supe-
rior classcs, who are not much cxposed to the wea-
ther, the tinge is a decp olive, sometimes agrceably
mixed with a ruddy hue, Few people are more mild,
humane, and docile than the Hindoos. They are deli-
cate of constitution, and temperate in their habits;
cool and dispassionate, but bigoted to many peculiar
notions, practices, and customs. . They are strict pre-
destinarians, and many of them believe in the trans-
migration of souls. These assert that, in order to
effuce the stains of impurity, with which a soul, during
its residence in the human body, has been defiled, by
thre indulgence of sensual and corrupt appetites, it must
pass, in a long series of transmigrations, through the
bodies of different animals, until it shall be so tho-
roughly refined from all pollution, as to be rendered
fit for being absorbed into the divine cssence, when it
will retury,, like a dmp, into that unbounded ocean,
from which it originally flowed.

The IHindoos have some confused notions respect-
ing a Suprcme Being, the ercatipn of the world, and a
future statc. Among many others, they worship three
princip | deities, Brama, Vishnu, and Siva; of whom,
Brahma is supposed to have been the immediate agent
of the Supreme, in the creation of the universe;
Vishou is called the preserver, and Riva the destroyer;
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and the figures of all these are frequently united intp
one image. '

The preesthood are denominated Bramins; and have
a language peculiar to themselves, called sanscrit. It
is in this language that their ancient &ooks are wntten,
These avre the Beda or Veda; the Shaster or Hindoes
Bible; and the Puran or Pourane, a history which is
also deemed sacred, and which contains an explana«
tion of the Shaster. These sacted books are kept in
close custody by the Bramins, and therr contents are
not communicated to, the people atlarge. The Shas-
ter comprises a summary of their moral and ceremo-
nial laws; with an account of the distribution of man-
kind mto tribes and classes, and of the roles of cone
duct appropriated to each. From this book it ap-
pears that the ceremonial part of their religion cone
sists (hiefly in  ablutions in their nivers, and more
especially in the Ganges; uttcring prayers under the
banyan and other trees, and 1 their temples; in pro-
cessions, tinkling of bells, offerings to images, unctions,
the observance of fasts and festivals, pilgrimages, in-
vocations of saints, and divers strange and unaccount.
able penances.

The Bramins have numerous privileges: among
others, they have a right to demand, without bem,
rcqured to give, alms; and they me never pumshefl
with death, even for the most cnormous crimes.  Their
pecular office 15 to teach reading, writing, arithnietie,
and the prmeiples of their religion. As a recompence
for their tune and labour, the rajahs or native princes
assign, for their support, the revenues of certain vile
lages; and they receive contributions from the inhabi<
tants of the countries in which they reside. They are

*likewise permitted to act as merchants, and to practise
physic; but ave strictly forbidden (o employ thewselves
m tillage or any handicraft trade; or to perform any
servile office, even for the king. They can, however,
officate as secretaries, ambassadors, or counscllors to.
their soverciens. ¢ v
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It is a part of the Hindoo superstition to paint on
the forehead, checks, or some other parts of the hody,
Keculiar hieroglyphical characters or marks, which in-
«dicate their attachment to certain classes or ecasés, as
they are called, or iheir veneration for seme particular
deity. Of these classes und their subdwisions, the
principal are 1. The bramins u.' priests, who are di-
vided fnto many sects, which ncither interniariy, nor
eat, drink, nor even associate together, except during
their worship; 2. Miltary wcn, including rajuhs or
suvercigns; 3. Merchants, bankers, shop-keepers, and
farmers; * 4. Common séldiers and menial servants.

There arg, in India, a kind of devotees called Fakirs.
Some of these are Mahometans, and others wdolaters.
Several of them are penitenty, whose mortification and
Ppenance consist in very strange observauces.  dHome,
.for instance, remain mght and day, and tor many
ireats. in certain uneasy postures. Others never sit or

ie down to sleep, but sustain themsclves by a rape,
duing down for that purpose. Others he on beds of
iron spikes. Others lay fire on their heads, und burn
the scalp to the bone; and others keap their arms lift-
ed up towards heaven so long that they cannot let
them down again, if they would.

The manncrs and custoqs of the Hindoos are clocely
wconnected With their religious practiscs, and their laws
admit of little varicty; for almost cvery action is per-
formed according to cstablished rules. They have
rules for dict, and for the manner and time of cating;
Jod reguldting e posturc’in which they are to sit, and
the quartér towhich their face must be turned winlst
they are eating; and of precaugion to insilate thcir per- |
son, lest it be touched by any thing that is mmpume,
Afier weshing his hands and fect, and sipping water,
the Hindbs must 5it'down en a stool or enshion, before
his plate, which is pat on a plain spot of ground,
wiped and smoothed. The sipping of water is neces-
g il all céremonics and religious gets. .

Amang thede religiéus rites there are some, inter-
Higods gl with acts of courtesy, which are practised by

£l
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way of formal hospitality, These consist in offeri

£0 a guest a stool to sit oh, water for ablutions, an
honey mixed with other food for refreshment. Itap. .
pears that, anciently, & cow was sometimes killed on
the reeeption of a distinguished pérson or a particular
friend; but now the host contents himself either with
rcleasng a cow that has been hotnd for the purpose,
or in repeating the ancient formmlary which accom-
panied the ceremony.

In the ccremony of marriage, after the performance
of oblations to the ancestors of the man and woman, a
cow is tied up on the northern side ot the apartmént;
and here also is placed a stool, on which the jewels and
budal ornaments are arranged. At the approach of
the bridegroom, a prayer of consecration j» uttered,
when he sits down and reccives water for ablution.
An offering in a boat-shaped vessel is then roade to
hitn, after which he accepts of food: this he eats while
praycrs are 1ecited over him. An interchange of pre-
sents, suitable to the rank of the-parties, is next made: '
the bride is formally presented, by her father, to the
bridegroons, and the cow is at that moment let loose
when a barber, who attends for the purpose, exelaims,
% The cow! the cow!” The bride next bathes, while
texts of the Shaster are recited over her: the hands,
hoth of the bride and bridegroom, are thén smeared
with turmerie, or some other drug; and a matron
“binds them together, to the sound of cheerful music,
with 2 kind of grass called cusa-grass. This ended,
the priests begin joyful acclamations, while the hride’s
father pours water and grain upon their hands, blesses
them, and, pfoclaiming their names, solemnly gives them
to each other. Bemg thus affianced they walk out,
and ‘the bridegroom, addressing the bride in eertan
preseribed sentences, presents her with a waistcoat and
mantle. These she puts on, and the father ties the
skirts of his daughte: and her husband together. The
bridegroom now goes to the principal chamber, where
he prepares a sacrificial ﬁr;.‘, and hallows the sabred

l A
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utensils, while two of his friends walk round the fire
with jars of water, and place themselves on the south
side. e then puts four double handsful of ricg,
niixed with a particular kind of leaves, into a flat bas-
ket, near which he places a stone and mullar for grind-
ing; and, causing th. bride to be ncwly clothed, he
leads’her to the sacred ti-r where, with wmany cere-
monies, texts and prayers, up.ards of [ifty oblations,
chiefly of rice and butter, are made. DBut the most
important part of the ceremony is the bride’s taking
seven stepss for, afier the seventh, and no sooncer, the
wmiérriage is completed, and the guests me disnissed.
In the evening the young couple are scated on a red
bull’s hide, and the bridegroom points ont to his bride
the polar star, as an, emblem of stability: they then
artake of a mcal together. The man remains three
ayb in the house of his father-in-law, aftex which he
conducts his bride ome; where she is weleomed by Lis
#indrcd, and the cereinony ends with an oblation to
re.

Some of _the Ifindoos bury their dead; others burn
them, aud':ﬁ'iﬁers throw them into the rivers. A Hin-
doo, when dying, is laid, in the open air, upon a bed
of ensa-grass. If it be practicable, he is brought to
the hank of the Ganges, or some other sacred stream,
where he first makes donations, to the priests, of cattle,
Jand, gold, silver, or whatever clsc he mnay posscss.
His head is sprinkled with water, and sincared with
mud from the river. Vcrses from the sacred books
are sounded in his ecars, and leaves of a consecrated
species of plant are scattered on his hend.  When he
dies, his body is washed, perfumed, and decorated with
golden ownamients: a picce of gold is put into his e
mouth; and a cloth, perfumed with fragrant o, is
thrown over him.  The body is carried, by the ncarest
relatives, to some holy spot, in a forest, or near water.,
preceded by fire, and by food borne in unbaked
earthen vessels, and followed by various musical in-
struments. « Tt must not pass through any inhabit-
ed ‘plice; and, on its arrival at the spot appointed :
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for the funeral, it is laid o1 a bed of cusa-grass, with
the head towards the south, while the relations wash
and prepare themselves for the ceremony. After
adorning it with flowers, they placé it on the funeral
pile, with the head towards the north: if it be the body
of a woman the face is turned downward, Butter and
perfumes are now thrown upon the wood; after which,
the ncarest relation, taking up a brand, and walking
three times round the pile, invoking the gods, sets fire
to it near the head. After the burning, all those who
have touched or followed the deccased, repair to a
river or other water, and perforin various ablutions;
after which they sit down on the turf, and, refraining
from tears, alleviate their sorrows by 1eciting sentences
from therr sacred hooks. So long as the mourning
lasts. the kinsnen, to the sixth degree, are permitte

to eat only onc meul a day, and even that must be pur-
chased ready dressed; and, until the ashes of the de-
ccased are collected, the kinsmen may not.slecp on a
bedstead. On the eollecting of the ashes, the nearest
relatives of the deccased carry into the burying-
ground eight vessels, as.offerings to Siva and other
deitics.  They walk round the place where the fune-
ral pile stood, and place two vessels at cach of the
cardinal points. ‘The bones are sprinkled with cow’s
milk, and then put into an earthen jar, lined with yel-
low cloth and leaves, and covered with a lid. The
whole are wrapped in mud and thorns, mixed with
moss, and blu'icJI; and a tree is planted, or somg other
memorial is erected over’ the place. The spot where
the pile stood is cleansed, and the deities convoked are
divmnissed with an oblation, which is thrown into the
water.

A shocking practice still prevails, in many parts of
Hindostan, of women consigning themselves to the
flames, on the funeral piles of their husbands.  This
dreadful kind of sacrifice is not imposed upon them
by the law, for they may refuse to make it; but, in
such case, they lose their character, are held in dis-

’
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homouy, and deprived of their east. If a widow re-
solve to swvive her husband, she must pass her hfe m
chastity, piety, and mortifications. She must cat but
one mcal a day, and ncver sleep upon a hed; must
abstain from o1naus nting her person, or eating out of
wagnificent vessels, or vt dehicions food.  The efficacy
ascribed to this affectionate su~mifice 15 wonderful* not
less than purifying the husband fiom all his crimes,
and msuring himi en existence of bliss, n which she is
to partapate.  The Hindoos believe that, in the hea-
vens, there are six different spheres, and that, m the
"highest of these, reside their god Brahma and his par-
ncular favourites; such women as have voluntarily
sacrificed themselves to the memory of their hushunds:
and all such incn as have nevcr uttered a falsehood .

The pagodas or temples erected in honow of the
Hindoo deities. are, in general, stupendous stone build-
ings, and highly, though rudely-omamented.  Most of
them are of a somewt:‘at pyramudal shape, and some of
them are of great extent. In many parts of India
there are caverns or excavations in rocks, the sides and
columns of which afford ‘extracrdmary specimens of
Indian sculpture and architccture. Of these, perhaps
.the most remarkable are the caves at Elephanta and
Salsette, near Bombay, and at Cali, in the Mahratts
mountans,

An European, on his first arrival in India, is gene-
rally much surprised by the appearance of the inhabi=
tants, which is very different from any thing he has
ever befor¢ observed. Those of the highest class wear

¢y long robe of mmslin, but the common ople have
* little other dress than a picee of cotton ¢loth bound
round thew loins, The wives and daughters of the
Brahmips cover the upper part of their body with a
pigce of ti'no cotton cloth or muslin, one ¢nd of which

sl : _

.#'% A description of ope of these sacrifices will be found in
the Nirration of My, Hodges's Travels,
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they thiow over then shonlder. [hev bmnd then han
m a 10l on the top of the head, pamt on then torehead
some sacred maik, and wear bracelets, necklacss, ¢ ar-
rmgs, md othu ormmments People of the lowna
tlasses go barcfooted, but the higha ranks wear shp-
pars thatare pethed at the toes

The houses of the common Hindoos are constincted
ot cuth, of sun-biked bricks, rovered with mortar, or
of bimboos plastacd over,  Thwe s«ldom exceed ane
storv i haght, ind hive sinall apaitnes i the walls
for the wnission of light; but the prnacipal houses
consist of two stonies, and e dinvuded nto apartments
turrished with carpets, sofas, and mnrors, }l):ho chiet
kitchen neensils ue a few dishes of biass or copper,
¢ uthen pots, gpd 4 kettle m which ree 15 boiled — IF
my st1nza touch an earthen vosscl, 1t 15 conaidered
to be pollutcd, and 15 instantly destroyed, but a brass
vesscl thns polluted may be cJeanscd and agam used.
The Hmdoos shed no blood, conscquently they do not
cat flcsh and they abstun from intoxieating hquors,
Iben food consists chiefly of 1iec, herbs, ro00ts, and
nulk, dressed an vanous ways, and they have only two
meals a day, n the morming andscvemng.  ‘Lhe nuddle
of the day they dovote to relivation and sleep. In
«atm, they it on vinat cross-legged, and put the foud
inte thar mouth with thar fingars only  Fhen wsual
hevitare s water, but they occasionilly use cordsals,
and drink a kind of wme made fiont the juice of the
palm trce. lThe men cat by thumsdves, and, when
they hive finshed their meal, they arc succeedcd hy
the womcen,

1 be amusemants of the Hindoos are various. Women
are tramcd for the purpose of danemg in pubke, and,
m some funulics, buffoons, and bards or rcutcrs of
poums are kept  Lheatical exhibitions are not much
m request, but comedies are sometimes wtcd m the
open air by torch-hight, and the (xhibtion of shight of
hand and of trcks by jugglers 1s very common. .

In tins country there 18 & great vanety of languages
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or dialects; but thé Sanscrit is considered the mother
tongue of all. One dialect, the Bengalese, is spoken
bg the native inhabitants of Bengal; ahd another, call-
ed Ilindustance, is the usual language of the common
people throughout I¥ndostan.  T'he Bramins are gene-
rally understood 10 have rule considerable proficiency
in literature; but the science + hich they chiefly culti-
vate is that of astrology, or the art of foretelling futare
events by the appearance of the heavenly bodies. They
have some hnowledge of logic and of rhetoric, but this
is very superficial. They have not studied anatomy or
physic as a science; and they prepare nearly all their
wedicines from vegetables, having hitherto made but
little progress in the knowledge of mineralogy. The
ancient scat of Braminical learning was Benares, where
the ruins of an observatory still exist.

The Europeans in India live wholly distinct from the
natives. Nearly all those who are resident in the dif-
ferent presidencies, are officers vinployed under the
government, military men, or merchants; and, in all
companies, there are at least three men for one woman.
Mrs. Graham, deseribing the entertainments given by
the English residents 3t Bombay, states that they arc
the most doll and nnconmifortable mevtings that can be
imagined. JVorty or fifty persons assemble abont
seven o'clock, and stare at one anvother till dinncr is
announced : the ladies are then handed to the dinner-
table, according to the strictest rules of precedency, by
gentlemen of rank corresponding with their own. At
table therc an be no gencral conversation; but the dif-

"ferent couples, who have been paired off, and who, on
aceount of their rank, invariably sit together at cvery
great dinner, amuse themselves with remurks on the rest
of the company, as satirical as their wit will allow. After
dinner similar topics continue to occupy the ladies, with
the addstion of lace, jewels, intrigucs, and the latest
fashigns. The repast itself is as costly as possible, and
in syith profusion that no part of the table-cloth is un-
copd, Bat the dinner is scarcely touched, as every
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person has eaten a hearty meal, called:¢iffin, at two
o'cluck. Each guest brings bis own servaat, and some-
tunes two or thiee: these arggither Persces or Mussul-
mans, Strangers are surp to sec, behind cvery
white man's chair, a dark, long-bearded, turbaned
man, who usually stands so close to his master, as (o
tnake no trifling addition to the heat of the apart.
ment.  Indeed, were it not for the punka, a large frame
of' wood covered with cloth, which is suspended over
the tuble, and is kept constantly in motion, for the
purpose of freshening the aiv, it would scarcely be pos-
sible to sit out the melancholy ceremony of an Indian
dinner. ,

Before the subjugation of this country by the Eng-
lish, the whole of its various and exicnsive distriets
were subject to a monarch, called the Great Mdgul, whe
ruled with despotic authority. Throughout his domi~
nions, all the lands were considered as his property, ex-
cept a few provinces, the hereditary possession of certain
Hindoo princes. The vizier was gencrally the first
minister of state, and to him the inferior officers were
responsible; and there were no other written laws than
those contained in the koran. Dut, since the annihila-
tion of the Mogul empire, the govermmeut of Hin.
dostan has been wholly changed.  This country is now
divided into five principal states; the Driush posses-
<ions, the two Mahrattas, the Nizam, and the Seiks;
and to these all the inferior states arc tributary,

The British dominions and influence now extend over
the greatest part of Hindostan. These dominions are
governed from the three presidencies of Calentta,
Madras, and Bombay, of which Calcutta is the seat

ot the supreme government.

18
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»  Khicteenth RGY's Instruction.

HINDOSTAN CONTINULD.

An decount of Bombay, and’ of the places in s vy,
Chi [y taken from the Narratwe of u Residince i ”
India, by Manaa Grana

Mus. Graran landed at Bombay in (he larter end of
May, 1809. Onleaving the ship, the passengers found,
npon the pier, several of the natives, with palangnins,
waiting to convey them from the shore.  These pelan-
qums are hitters, Iy which a perdon may either lic down
or sit upright.  They have windows and sliding doors,
The modein ones are a kind of little cauiages, without
wheels.  Those that were formerly used were ot a dif-
ferent shape, and consisted of & bed or sofs, vver which
was an arch, just high enough to admit of a peison sit-
ting upright. They were decorated with gilded or sil-
ver ornawents and figures, and had a cuttan ta draw
over the whole. The palanquin-beavers, for the mnost
part, wear only a turhan, and a cloth wrappcd round
their loins; hut this degiee of nakedness, says Mrs.
Graham, does not shock even fewnale deheary. 1 con-
sequence of the dark colour of their skin.
On leaving the pier, the passengers crossed the es-
anade, which presented a gay and mteresting scene,
Leing crowded with peaple m carriages, on horscbadk,
and “on foot. At the tanks or wells, were groups of
.men and women, cmployed in beating amF washing
linen; wihile a better sort of native women, m graceful
codtume, reminding the stranger of antique sculptures,
wete employed jn dyawing, filling, or carrying water.
{When%he entered the Black Town, which stands in a
cocoa-nutgwood, Mrs. Grabam was astonished at the
' ampzi ulousness of the place. , The streefs were
80 ‘with men, women, aud children, that 1t
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«eemed impogsible for the quict bullock hackrays. or
native éarriages, to proveed, without doing mischiefs
much less the furiously-driven coaches of the rich na- »
tnes, v

Bombay, which is indebted, for its origin, to the Por«
tuguese colomsts, is said new to contain more than
two hundred thousand inhabitants. The Europeans
are but tew in number: the Persces, or descendants of
the ancient Persians, are from six to eight thousand:
the Mahometans are nearly of the same number, and the
remamder are chiefly Hindoos and descendants of
Portuguese. The houses of the rich natives are sur-
rounded by virandas, equally nceessary to guard theiv
mtenior against the intemperate heat of the sun, and
agamst the rams.  They are generally painted in flow~
crs and leaves, of a red and green colour; and those of
the Hindoos have usually some ‘of the fables of their
mythology represented upon the walls. They are of?
Jreat extent, because, if a man has twenty sons, these
all conunue to hive under the same roof, even afier they
arc marned; and uncles, brothers, sons, and grand-ons,
usually remain together unul the ncrease of numbers
actually forces part of the family to seek a new dwell~
ing. ‘I'be lower classes content thcmselves with small
huts, mostly bult of clay, and roofed with a kind of
naat, made of the leaves of the palmyra, or coeor-nus
tree.  Some of these huts are so low and small, tha¢
they only admit of a man sitting upright in them, and
harely shelter his feet when he hes down. Round each
house there is usually a small garden, in which are
grown a few herbs and 1ogetables, a plantain-tree, and
a cocoa~nut tree or two. .

In the outskirts of the Black Town the fields were .
at this time, alrcady flooded for rice. They are
ploughed m this state. The plough comsists of 3,
crooked stick, or of two straight pieces of timber joined,, "
>0 a3 to form an obtuse angle. It is sometimes shod
with 1ron, but most frequently not; dnd is drawn by an
0% or a ¢ow, or sometinies by botls,
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, . As there is but onc tavern in Bombay, and as that is

. by no means fit for the reception of ladies, the hospi-
tality of the British inbabitants is always cxercised to-
wards new comers, until they can provide a place of
residence for themselves,  Mrs. Grahawn had the guod
fortune to be receivea under the hospitable roof of Sir
James and Lady Mackintost.. at Tarala, a villa about
three miles from the town.

The rainy season had set in before her arrival, and it
continued till after the beginning of August, but with
some intervals of fine weather,

The fort of Bombay is too large to be capable of de-
fence, if' an European enemy should eftect a landiug on
the island, and no part of it is bomb-proof; besides
which, the native houses within the walls are closely
crowded together, are very high, and are, for the most
part, built of wood. The fort is dirty, hot, and disa-
greeable ; particularly the quarter near the bazar-gate,
owing to the ruins of houses, which had been buint
down some time before Mrs. Graham was there, and
had not been removed. But new buildings were, in
many places, rising on the broken fingments of old
ones, 50 that the streets had become very meven and
disagreeable, if not dangerous, for carriages to pass
through them. ‘[he most important and interesting
object connceted with the fort is the dock-yard ; where
a new dock was, at this time, nearly finished. It con-
sisted of two basins, in the inner one of which was a
seventy-four gun ship on the stocks. Bomlay is the
only place in the cast where the risc of tide is suflicient
to permit th construction of docks on a large scale:
the highest spriug-tides having never been known to
tise more than seventeen fect, and rarely moie than
fourteen.. Near the docks is the castle, now used as an
arsenal. It belongs to the king; and the governor of
Bowbay ie styled “ the governor of the king's castle of
Pombay.” |

When Mrs. Grabam was at the fort, she was con-
dncted to the screwing houscs, where the bales of cot-
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ton are pached to besent on board ship. Fach of the
presses consists of a square frame, in which the cotton
1s pliced, and of a Jarge beam of great weight, winch
15 ixcd to the end of a powerful screw  This serew 13
worhed by a capstan or windlass, in 4 chamber ahove 3
and to cach bar of it there are often tharty men, <o that
Jiere would be about two hundied and f(;rty men to
cvay saew.  These, at first, twin the screw with
feat  swiftness, shoutmg the whole tine; and the
shoute end 1n something Jike loud groans, as the labour
Lecomes heavier.  Flemp s pached m the same man-
ncr, but 1t requres to be carelully laid n the press, {or
the fibres are apt to b hioken if they are bent,

Lhe only Enghsh chaveh at Bombay 1 m the fort,
[he Portngugse and Armeman chuarches are muneions,
both with and without the walls  there are thnee or four
synagngues and mosques, and pagodas or temples n-
muimcrable.  ‘The lagest pugoda at Bombay 12 i the
Black I'own, about & nulc and a hudf fiom the fort.

Within an cxtensive square,enclo ed by high walls, 19
a bewtiful tank, constructed of ticcstone, with st ps to
wcommodate the bathas, according to the height of the
watct  Round the tank are houscs for the Bramins,
choultuies, or a knd »f cuavanscias, for the reception
of ttwellers, and tomples to a varicty of desties,  One
of the Dittcr contans a well-cuved Lrimurts, or threge
tormed God.  Itis a colossal bust with thiee faces, or
rithct three heads jomed together.  The centre head
repiescnts Brabma, the cieator; the face on the right
hand Swva, the destroyer; and that on the left Vishnu,
the prescrver.  Offermgs of 1ice, frmt, milk, and flow-
ere, arc datly made to thom, and they are constantly
sprihlcd with watar. The priests who attend i all
these temples, are of an olive compleion, for they are
very httle exposed to the sun,  Their dress consists of
a lmen searf, wiapped 10und the loins, and reaching
nearly to the ancles. Their heads are shaved, except
on the crown, where a small lock of hair 1 lett; and
over then shoulder hangs the bramimcal thicad or
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genaar. This must be wade by a Bramin. It is com-
osed of three cotton threads, each ninety-six cubits
forty-eight yards) long: these are twisted together,
then folded in three, and again twisted; after which
they are folded again in three without being twisted,
and a knot is wmade « ¢ each end. The zenaar is put
over the lef-t shoulder, and hangs down upon the right

thigh.

I%}‘I he govcrnment house at Bombay 1s a handsome
building, with several good apartments; but it has the
great inconvemence of the largest apaitment on both
floors being a passage-room to the others. Most of
the merchants and government officers live in country-
houses. This is & circumstance attended with some in-
convenicnce, for as all business is carried on at the fort,
evay person is obliged to go thither iPthe morning,
and to return at night. ]

In order to ufford some idea of an Indian dwelling,
Mprs. Graham desciibes that of Sir James Mackmtosh,
Tt was pleasingly situated on the side of 2 hill, at a -
tle distance from Bombay, and commanded a view of
the greatest part of the island. On the summit of the
hill were sonie ruins, which, with the clefts i the sur-
rounding rochs, afforded shelter to a fow half.starved
hyenas, and to innwmnerahle jackals, whose barking in
the mght was the greatest mconyenience of this <itna-
tion. 'The bases of the rocks were conccaled by a woad
that reached quite down to the plain, while, here and
there, a little space had been cleared for a garden, in
which were usually two or tlnee gardener’s houses.
The house of Sir James was enfered at one end of a vi-
_vanda, which passed round fbur sides of a square hall,
where the company dined; aud on each side of the in-
ner apartent werc large glass doors and windows,
The veranda was about twenty feet wide, and one side
of 1t was a hundred feet long. The roof was sup-
ported by low arches, which were open to the garden.
At angle ‘of the square, formed by the viranda,
was drawing-room. The offices were connected
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with the house, by a covered passage, and were conceal-
td by a thick shrubbery, Most ot the country-houses
m Bombay have only one story, but this had two.
The bed-100ms above were well highted and aned, and
had glass windows within she V(ncuan shutters but
these were used only in the ramy season, or during the
land-winds, which here a1e cold and diy. The garden
was debghtful  The walks wae cut in the wood on
the side of the lully and were covered with small scu-
shedls, matead of giavel  On cach side of the walks
were ledges of biick, covered with chunam or cement,
to prevant thaatrom being destroyed by the raurs.  The
walks were sheltered fiom the sun, by the fan-like
heads of the palmyra-trees, whose tall columnar stems
aftorded a fice passige to the arr, and served to support
an wmnumcrible vauety of pmasitical and creepmg
plints, which decorated their 10uch bark wath the gay-
est hacs, viemg with the beautitul shrubs winch fou-
n hed heneath, and affording shelter to birds more
beatdul thn thanselves  One ot those, small as the
humnunz-bud, fives its curtons nest te the ponted tips
of the palmyra-leaf, tor the purpuwse of sieurng s
young tiom the tree-snake; \\ﬁﬂv flghts of perroguets
dailv visit the hhmt-trees, At the lowest part of the
girdon was a long broad walk, ou each side of which
quew s, pamplamonses, figs, and  other  frusts,
anong which was the juinboo, a speetes of r0sc-apple,
with flowcrs, hke camson tasscls, covermg every part of
the siems.  he grapes were excellent. At one end of
this walk were seats under fine spreading trees; with
the hut-walk to the right hand, and to the left tloner-
beds filled with jasmine, roscs, and tubcroses; while the
plumbago-tosca, 1ead and white 1x01as, with the searv |
let-mulbeny, and tlie olcander, mingled therr gay o«
lows with the dcheate white of the moon-flower and”
themozrce.  The beauty and fertibity of tlus (harmmq
garden was kept up by constant wateting iom a wel
near the house; and 1t would be a httle Paradise, were
it not for the reptiles peculiar to thy chmate. Snakes-
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glide about in every direction. Here the cobra-capella,
whose bite js, in almost every instance, fatal, lifis his
graceful folds, and spreads his large and many-coloured
crest: here too lurks the small, bright-speckled cobra-
manilla, whose fangs convey instant death.

Mrs. Grahan, sps . ¥ing of the climate of Bombay, in
the beginning of Novembe+ says that the weather at
this season was extremely pl-asant. The mornings
and evenings were so cool, that she could take long
walks; but the middle of the day was still too hot for
her to venture into the sunshine, [Not many of the
great towns of India are more uvhealthy than this.
Persons who expose themselves to the land-breezcs,
which, during the autumn, set in every evening, are lia-
ble to suffer from fever, and sometimes lose cven the use
of their limbs. ]

The sarket at Bombay is supplied with beef, which
is tolerably good, though not fat.  After the rainy sca-
son, that of the Buffalo is the best, though it appear-
ance, before it is cooked, is unfavourable, and Europe-
ans are, in general, strongly prejudiced againstit.  ‘I'he
mutton is often lean and hard; the kid is always good,
and the ponltry both good and abundant, Prawns are
here peculiarly fine, of excellent flavour, and as large as
craw-fish. The island of Bombay is too small to fur.
nish much game, but the red-legged partridge is not un-
common, and snipes are sometines seen.  Anlong other
articles of food arc frogs, which are larger here than
Mrs. Graham had ever before seen them.

In the country around Bombay are several neglected
Portuguese churches, Mahometan tombs, and Hindoo
temples. _ Therc are also numerous large tanks or re-
servoirs for water, surrounded by trees. These arc a
source of great luxury to the natives: people may be
scen bathing in them from morning till night; all ages,
and hoth sexes; but they wear as much clothing in the
wager as out of it, .

During her residence in this part of India, Mrs, Gra-
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hum visted the famous cave of Elephanta, sitvated in
an adjacent mountamous sland, wlich has o double
summit, and 15 wooded to the top. Opposite to the
landing-place, 15 a colossal stone Eleplant, fiom which
the 1nlind has 1ts name  Tlns must have been carved
out of the 100k on which it st inds, as 1t appcars much too
Iarge to hwe been canud to ats prescnt situition.
Aftcr pasmz a willage, Mrs. Gritham and her party
ascended the ll, through romantic passes, somctunes
ovastadowed with wood, and sometimes walled by
rock, tilt they mrved at the cave,  Its opamng fifty~
five foot wide, and eigbteen fect hugh, appeared all dark-
ness, whilst, on the il bove, below and aroand, shrubs
ond flowars wae waving m the full sunshine The
Inzth of the eave 15 about eqnal to 1ts width,  Ttsyoof
15 supportul hy rows of maswive pillms, carved in the
sohidyock, and its sides are sculptured i compartments,
reproscntmg the pasons of the Indian mythology.  In
the mddle, 15 the mg ntic bust of the thice-formed god,
Biahma, Vishny, and S1va These faces would all be
beautiful, but for the under hips, which ate rcmarhably
thik  The lengh, trom the ehin to the erown of the
head 1s sidcdece, and the caps measure about three tout
mm Concealed steps, naar 8nas hand, lead to a
convs awnt ledge o bondh bohind the m‘p of the bust,
whir 1t 15 possible for 2 Branm to lude Imnself tor any
purposs of pricstly mposition.  On cich side of the
bast i+ 1 prhaster, the hont of which 15 filled up by o
figarc tourtyen fcct ngh, leamng on a dwarf, "'his im-
mense civan has heen cut out of the sohd roch; as
hove also two smaller Jhunbers, which aie entered from
1ts mtertor.  One of these 1s lighted from above, the
whole thickness of the lull bemg cat thiough for that
purposc.

The cawve or tanple of Elephanta, and other cqually
wonde1ful e wains m its neighbourhood, must have been
thewourk of a people far advanced 1n the _art of uvitised
life, and possessed of considerable wealth and power.
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. But )ib"iraees. cithér of their origin or their history now
remain, :
. . “'Salseite, another small island near Bombay, has seve-
~tefnples, cut out of the solid rock, which contain muny
“lighly, but rudely onamented figures of Iindoo
deities.’ o0
~ On the southern bank.of a river, about one hundred
" and sixty miles, north from Bombay, and not far dis-
tant from the sca, is the city of Suraf. This would be
a place of great. commeycial importance, were not
its harbour much, gbstructed by sand-banks, Surac
is environed by, t#wd, brick walls, which divide it into an
outer and an inner town; and the ecitadel stands within
- the inner,wall, on' the shore' of the viver. The space
that is enclosed between the walls has a few houses, but
is chiefly occupied by gardens and corn lands.  There
are, ins this place, some extensive squares; but the streets
.are, in general, uapaved, narcow. and frregalis, wal
* projecting corners and shops.  In dry weather the dost
- is almost suffocating; and, during the rainy scason, the
streets are covered with inud.  Indeed, so little atton-
tion do the inhabitants pay to cleanliness, that many of
them throw every deseription of filth into the wnddle off
the road, and seldom or never remove the aecumnlating
dung-hills.
This place has long been under the dominion of the
:Mahometan Moguls; yet it-has no handsome mosques
Jlike those in most of the Turkish and Arabtan towne,
"The ]a“rgzk't hauses are flat-roofed, and have courts be-
“forc them; but the houses of the common people are
s gither high-roofed, or are huts forined of bamboo trames
“and plastered over with mud, Kach street has its own
gates; and these are always closed in times of popular
‘commotion, which are not unfrequent. The principal
edifice i » Suratds the citadel or castle, a strong building,
.constructed of hewn stone, and well furnished with ar-
tillery; and, about two bundred yards from the castle
" is the conrt or palite of the Nabob, . Factories or com-
‘mercial establishrients bave been formed here by seves
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tho ' jaen natons, puticulady by the Lnglish, Portu-
%, 11 nchy and Duteh.  These ave all in the muey
n v 1wl each nation hes its separate wharf. Lhe
pisns aic numerous and mnch bogqueonted, and, m o
I s and open plun south of the castle, called the
Meadan, the Dutch and Dnghsh compames have tonts
or wumngs, swmroundad by palings of bamboos  Here
bales ot merchandine and’ preee-goods are lodged wntil
th vy e shipped tor rxportabion At St thae were
futniily several en oo aas, hibonlly suppo ted, bat

of theyt two only ne lede,
It s a remauh ble arcamstance, that, although there
v gn Sunat, Wy hospitol for humm pungs, yet that
A byt oextnsve st bllunont for the teeeption of
1! ad sooaded qomualse s, medudmg ity various
VO, 0w o mond thn twenty s of ground W
v dall ot pfiin wd deacpd aven, horses,
y oud that winob u dbas rconudarablc wnual
S TE O A Wo pnysi 21 vegaluly ap-

§ nrad toattenl o

Prov tons 0 hore dhumd ot and i e wal, o
¢ ahcp buothe mbabitwr <nncone, expe-
voac scuw reenveniener from v woantof water ‘Llns
e u o 2d abo o o't doon the uny scas
) s dy Boton dje o pups e, o1 tn
hes b tham i upeo oy el o oven, tiom o
cons e tst o Ehe water sfthe rieer as tou salt
tw « sadue The cuo i of Suarat 1. (steemcd
o bt e hoat s sometimes mtensely gieat,
Some of the gudens m the vienity of the town, are
pucaliuly boautitul - One of them v formed at an
ammous ¢xpencd by a late N hob, and, among s
baldings, it has 2 bath and saleons ornnmentcd with
much Indim ongmficene o Thae wo also buldinge
which werd appropriated as harems for the Nabubs
Wites, the paitinents v¢ o paratcd from fach otha by
narrow ard winding pacsages, <o bloched up by doors
as to afford a stitking Mustration of the state of dintrust
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with which great persons, in despotic countrics, regard
even the individuals of their own household, .

This city formerly constituted part of the dominions
of the Great Mog!+ who, to keep it more cffectually
in obedience, gave it 1t the government of two nabobs,
independent of cach other. 'efore the dissolution of
the Mogul empire,’it was placed under the protection of
the English: and it is at this time subordmate te the
Presidency of Bombay.

Surat is chiefly important as a place of deposit for
the commercial productions of Hindostan; which are
sent thence, up the Arabian and Persian Gulfs, to the
ports of Malabar and Coromandel; aud cven to China
and the various islands m the Eastern seas.

An account of the most cmportant plices on the sca-coast,
between Bombay and Tanjore.

Tur whole country, southward, betwixt Bombay and
Cape Comorin,is bounded, towards the cast, by the moan-
tains called the Gauts. These lie at an average distance of
from sixty to a hundred nnles from the shore; and much
of the intervening space is intersccted by rivers and ra-
pid streams.  The climate, though moist, is, iv general,
considered healthy: but the heat, particularlv towards
the sonth, and in the months of April and May, 1 in-
tense. Much of the coast is infested hy pirates.

About two hundred miles south from Bownbay, and
upon a small island, separated from the continent, by a
river called the Mandova, stands Goa, the ancient capi-

. tal of the Porruguese settlements in India. The island
is about twenty-two miles long and six miles broad: is
partly hilly and barren, and partly level and fertile. On
the declivities of the hills are many pleasant seats and
villas: the trecs are always covered with Ieaves, flowers,
gﬁ;l fruit, and numerous springs of water issuc from the

5. .

The port of Goa is considered one of the best in
India, and is protécted by walls, ramparts, and battle-



BETWELN ROMBAY AND TANJORL. 189

ries. The town is in the form of an amphithcatre, is
environed by a wall uearl{1 twelve miles in circuit, and
contuins many public edifices, which indicate its hay-
ing formerly been a place of great importance. OFf
late years it has gone much to decay, and its popula-
tion has gradually dinsinished; but the number of its
inhabitants is still estimated at more than twenty thoii-
sand. These conwist chiefly of Portuguese, various
1ixed races, and the native inhabitants of' the country.
The latter are as black as jet, but have long black
hair and fine features. In the year 1806, it was ésti-
mated.that, at Goa and in its vicmity, there were resi-
dent no fewer than six thousand wmonks and Catholic
priests.  The houses are large, and many of them are
fine structures. The bazar occupies more than an
acre of” ground; and in the shops all the most im-
portant produce of Furope, China, and Ifindestan may
be purchased. It 15 said that only one of the churches
has glass windows; and that, in all the others, a thin”
and semi-transpavent hing of shell, obtained from the
pear] oyster, supplies the place of glass. Provisions
of most kinds, both animal and vegetable, are very
abundant.

‘I'he old town of Goa is an the banks of the river, about
eight miles distant; but has long been nearly deserted,
on aceount of the unhealtduness and inconvenience of
ite sitnation. About haif way betwixt the pew and
old town is a palace which was formerly oceupied by
the Portuguese viceroy, but which now serees as a
barrack tor the troops of the garrison.

Forty miles south-cast from Goa is a small maritime
town, ealled Carmwar, in which the Iinglish Fast India
Company have long had a factory; but of Jate nearly
the whole trade which was transacted at this place. has
been transferred to Bombay. Most of the adjacent
country is an immense forest, abounding in ()ostrncti\ze
animals, From plantations in the valleys, Carwar is
supplied with great quantities of corn and pepper.

‘urther south, the English have another sea-port
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town, called Mangalore. This is a small and ill-built
place; but it has « spacious and conveuient harbour,
capable of adnutting vessels of fivé hundred tons bur-
«den, The town is constructed along the sides of a
peninsula; in fue ~levated contre of which are the re-
mains of a fort. Muwralore, in 1783, was besieged
and taken by the late suhan Tippoo Saib, and by his
ordeys, the fort was demolished. It has, at present, o
considerable tiade m rice, pepper, sandal wood, cina-
mon, and turmeric, most of which are grown in it
immediate vieinity.

The coast (ff Malabar commences near the month of
the river Dilla, and extends thence, southward, to
Cape Comorin.  The greatest pat of this country con-
sists of low hills, separated by nanow valley~, which
extend from the Gauts nearly to the tea. Many of
these hills are clarl with woods of cvergieen-trees;
and, when their declivities are eleared for cultivation.
they are found to have a rich aud fertile worl.  Lbe
valleys, in general, yield a luxuriant vegetation, for
most of them are well watered by streaws fromn the
mountains. Towards the sca-coast, how: ver, the conp-
try is more level, and consists chiefly of sandy o
marshy plas, many of which aie harren and uupro-
ductive, and others are adapted only wo the culture of
riee. .

"The inhabitants of this part of India are supposed
to have béen converted to Chinistianity so early as the
#ime of the apostles.  Tradition relaies that St. Tho-
mas, havirk travelled through Arabia, landed on the
coast of Malabar, and there preached the Christian re-
Higion. In the year 1806, several parts ‘bt Malabar
wete visited by the Rev. Clandius Buchanan, who dis-
covered there many churches of Syrian Clristians, who
professed to derive their onigin from the ancient church
of untioch, and whose doctrines, in many cssential
points, agreed with those of the church of Fngland.
At Cefianore there was an archbishop, who had,

‘under His superintendance, forty-five churches, 1n this
¥ N ’
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countrty Mr Buchanan saw manusenpts of several
puts of the sacrcd wntings, which were of very ancient
ditd,

Cunanorc and Tellcherry are two small trading
towns on the coast of Malabar, and both now in the
posscssion of the English - They are bout thirty imlcs
distant fiom each other, me wach defendcd by strong
torts, nd base some good howses.  The situation of*
[«Ihcheny s very dchghtful, for it 15 backed by
wouded Ills, 1aterspersed with vallcys, and watcred
by 1 fme rnvar, and, on acconnt of its extrane healtn-
nese 1t v much resorted to by invalids,

About fitty mules south of Tellicherry stands Calicut,
~eifinkable from 1t~ having been the fist Indian port
which w1 11 ited by the Portugues, after thewr disco-
1ory of 1 pissgr cwntw ird, r10und the C e of Good
Hope It wis then the 1eadine of v powe rful Ma
hometan punce, was the cipital of am extensive king-
dom, and 1 place of considaablr m ignitude and mm- |
portance  In 15 present state at 13 4 large and
stragghng town, of hve or.six Tundred houscs, bwlt
ductly ot teak-wood, m ot sun-burnt bricks 1t 12
thice loagues m enceuit, and its wall, mclude several
hoautitul g ndens.  The adjacent coast 1s low, and at-
fords no rotection for shippng, and, h wing no har-
hom, vedacls of heavy burden arc obliged to lie m the
opcw ser 1t the distance of three or four miles from
the ~hoe  Some years ago the Tugliuh Last India
Compmy had here v tactory, but it has becn removed
to Lellichary  1he pmapal arueles of cxport, frem
( ahcut, are teak-wood, cocod-nuts, sandal-wood, pepe
per, gueer, and turmane  The town ws razc d almost
to the ground, by the Litc sultan, Lippoo Saib, who, for
wom¢ tme, destroved its trade, by cwwing all the
cocon nut and sandal-wood-tices 1 its vicinuty, and all
the prpper-plints thionghout the surroundmg distict,
to be cut down

Ihe town, and fort of Cianganore, which arc some-
what morc than on¢ hundred mles south fiom Calicut,
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were possessed by the Dutch, who, in the year 1789,
sold them to the rajah of Travancore. Tippoo Saib dis-
puted the right of the Dutch to disposc of 1t; and ther
contests involved the English in a war, wluch ended by
the latter ohtaining possession, not only of this town,
but of the wholc . Hacent cowt, though an extnt of
more than one hundrea wd twenty miles.

Among otha places that were taken was (Cuchin,
once a fine city, but now a small mattime town, defend-
ed by an incgular fortification, and advantageously
situated for trade. The neighbounng country abounds
in teak-wood, and produces great guantities of pepper
and cotton. v

The next important town, towards the south, 15
Travancore, the capital of a province wich (xtends to
the extreme sonthern point ot Hindostan. "L soil of
Travancore is, in general,mmshy. Many of the districts
are so thickly covcred with forests, as scaicely to he
habitable; and others are watered by Tohes and innu-
merable streams. The town stands at some di-tance
from the sea, and was once a royal residence.  About
the year 1730, the king or 12jah of the province, suf-
fered the woods around it to grow until they had
formed an impenetrable belt of fofest. e then caused
them to be cut mto a great number ot laby nnths, which
afforded casy egress to us people, but which 1endered
all attack fiom his enumies nnpracticable.  Protected
by these natural fortifications, he encowmaged, within his
city. the arts and sciences.  H¢ mvited men of wlents
and knowlgdge to reside there: e cultivated the friend-
ship o the Bramins, and was himsclf adinitted into
their society.  "T'he province 1s now sabject to a rajah,
who is an ally of the English,

The exticme south point of [lmdostan is.called Cape
Comorin ; and the country mamediately adjacent to the
sea-~oast is so low, that, althongh 1t 1s covered with
trecs, it'is not visible, fiom the deck of aship, to the dis-
tance of morc than four or five leagues. The Gaut
mountains termijnate a few miles north from the Cape,
and are hes.  moath and vadant to their summiite
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Fourteenth Way’s Instruction,

HINDOSTAN CONTINUED.

Nurrative of a Jonm‘xly Srom Tanjore to Mady
Fram the Travels of Gooran ViscouNT VALeN1IA

Lorp Varxnria, accompanicd by Henry Salt, Esq. the
prescnt British consul in Rgypt, anived at Tunjore, on
the coast of Coromandd, about the end of January.
180+. The rajah, to whom his lordship had letters of
intioduction, spoke the English language with fleency.
and was strongly attached to the British government.

In uo part of India dues the Iindoo religion preserve
»0 much power or splendour as on the ecoast of Coro-
mandel.  The places of worship rewmain in their original
state, and their vast endowments are untouched. In
almost every village 1s a pagoda, with its lofty gate-
ways of massive, and not melegant architecture, where a
great number of Bramins are maintained, cithex by re-
venucs formerly established, or by an allowance from
the government.  The great roads which Icad to these
edifices, have many choultriey, a kind of caravanseras,
built for the accommodation of pilgrins.

Lord Valentia was shown the small fort at Tanjor..
Tt s a mile round, strong, and in good repar. The
walls are lofty, and built of large stones; and the ditch
is broad and deep, and cut out of the solid rock. It
joins, on one side, to. the principal fort, which is con-
structed in a somewhat similar manner, and in whil
the rajah lives.

Within the small fort is a pagoda, the chief buil¢-
ing of which is considered the finest specimen ol
the pyramidal temples in India. The 1ajah bensy
extremcly anxious that Lord Valentia should not re-
quest to enter it, his lordship went only to the door, t.
view a remarkable figure of a bull, sculptured in black
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graaite.  Previously to the treaty between the present
1ujah and the Madras government, the British garrison
had possession of the pagoda. But, after its restora-
tion, the rajal had cansed it to be purified at a great
cxpence, and sentinels s mow placed to prevent any
one from entering.  The Brain'»s met Lord Valentia
and his party at the gate, and preses ted them with fiuit
and flowers, Opposite to the gateway of the pagoda is
a pyramidal building, which, at present, serves as a place
of deposit for stores.  After his Jordship had inspected
the pagoda, as well as he was able, through the gates, he
ascended the ramparts; and these, being higher than
the surrounding wall, he had from them a full view of
the interior.

Lord Valentia having been mvited to visit the rajah,
he praceeded to the great fort, aud, on enteving, was <a-
Inted by a discharge of seventeen guns, and found the
guards drawn out to receive him.  These were ueatly
dressed, and iu a good state of discipline. The palace
i> an ancient building, with several lofty towcrs, and
surrounded by a high wall. The great square, into
which his lordship was first conducted, had never been
finished, The passages that fed to the durbar or ball of
audience, were marrow.  The moment his lovdship was
within sight, the rajah rose from his musnud o throne,
and met him at the door. He then took his hand and
led him to a chair on the right of the mnsnud, the
numerous attendants being arranged behind and around.
‘T'he rajah was dressed in the Mahratta fashion, with
few jewels, bt a bunch of handsome pearls hung over
his turban.  The room was not large, but very cool: it
formned one side of a square, nearly filled by a tank, in
the centre of which was raised a small apartment, that
connnunicated, by steps, with the durbar. The man-
rers of the rajah were excellent; and good-nature
beamed from Eis countenance. fle was young, fat,
and hand.sorqe, with a full black beard, and a somewhar
falr complexion.

He proposed to shew Lord Valentia some part of the
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palace, and conducted him into a very large and cveellent
room, up stairs, where he said he generally lived, Tt
was caipeted, and had English chairs. Opposite 10
cach other were four book-cases, filled chiefly with
English hooks. One side of the room opened to a ve-
randa; the opposite side was covered with portraits of
the Tanjore princes of the Mahratta dynasty. The pic-
turcs were in handsome gilt frames, painted on canvass
by a native artist, from drawings which had been made
ou the walls of the pulace.  'The upper part of the walls
was ornamented with carved figures of Indian desties.
Lord Valentia was next conducted to a room, which the
rajah called his drawing-room. Its sides were cos
vered with prints and pictures of various kinds. It was
furnished with English chairs and tables; wnd on the
fatter were paper, colours, and every implemnent of
drawing, an amusement of which the rajali was very
fond.

On returning to the durbar, Lord Valentia proposed
to take leave. Flowers were brought by a servant,
ond the man put a large wreath of yellow flowers,
mwixed with green, round his lordship’s neck, smaller
ones round his wrists, and a nosegay of the <ame co-
lonrs into his hands. These were all profuscly wetted
with 1osc-water. A string of small pearls, to which
was suspended a jewel or ornament formed of uncut
emcralds and rubies, was also put round his neck.
The same ceranony then took place with Captaw
Blachburn, by whom Ford Valentia was accompanied.
Some shawls and dresses of Kincaub, or silk, emibroi-
dered with gold, were laid at their feet, and carried
away by their servants. Mr. Salt had no jewels, but, in
other respects, he was treated in 2 similar manner. T.ord
Valentia was now conducted over the other principal
apartments of the palace; after which he left the fort.

On the 1st of February the rajah returned his lord-
ships visit, Ile went on horseback, ‘and attended by
lus cavalry and other troops.  His gencral was at their
head, distinguished by a steel glove, which reached up

K¢
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t0 his elbow. THis highness's chicf mark of dignity was
a white umbrella, wiich, in this country, gues a par-
ticular title of honour. Hus horses were fine, and his
servants very nort e had several red fags with
him: some of s courtiers had perpendiculas shades
that kept off the sun, and w.hers had coloured umbrel -
las. His bund, also, and tom-toms were with him
Lord Valentia tecencd his highness at the steps, and
led bn to a couch, placing him on hiv right hand.
'The rajul requested to see M1, Salt's drawings, which
were shown to him, and he expresscd himsdlf highly
pleased with them.  Ile sat nearly an hour, and, at hi
departure, 1eceir ed exactly the sawe preseats which he
had given to Lord Valenua the day bife.  Hic
courtiers had prewents according to then ravk,

At three in the morning of the 2d of February, Lord
Valentia and Mr. Salt set out fiom Tanjore: and, by
half after seven, bad passed  Comboconum, distant
twenty-three mules. 1l was the ancient capitol of
Tanjore, which accounts for the many remains of its
splendowr that are «till left. At present it is chiefly
occupied by Bramine, Their habitations were near,
and many new houses were building.  Some of the
pagodas and tanhs were very fine.

By half aftcr twelve they reached Cutallum, a village
fourtccn miles from Comboconum, having, on the road,
passed several pagodas.  The country was rich, and m
a higliostate of cultivation.  In the evenng they arrived
at Chelambrum, aud were conducted (o view the celc-
bratcd pagadas of this place, which were illnminated,
in eonsequence of the Bramins having had neuce of his
lordship’s visit.  "The masses of deep gloom, partally
relicved by the light of the tovches, had a very soleon
effect.. The side pieces of the gateway were each of one
stone, foity fect highy und ornamented with carving
Op) ¢ to the entiance the Bramms were eiecting a
portilo of one bundred fluted colmnns; in some paits
three, in otbers five columns decp. The party pro-
ceeded, m & winding dircetion, to the entrance of
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the most holy temple. This building is more ancicnt,
and the style is much purer, and even the carved
figures exhibit the appearance of more correct propor-
tions, than those of the others. There is a great pro-
fusion of gold and jewels about the image of the deity.
The strangers were permitted to approach only the
door of the anti-rcom. In this was a brazen pillar,
which reached above the roof. On the exterior was an
immense figure cut in.black stonc, and clevated on a
lofty square pedestal of many steps; and over it-was a
canopy, supported by pillars, that rose from the ground
without pedestals. A small temple, facing the travel-
lers, on their return, was-of similar architecture, and the
carved figures had considerable merit.

Earlyin the morning of the 3d of February, Lord Va-
lentia sct out for Pondicherry, where he arrived the
same day. This, once the most splendid city in the
east, aud the capital of the French possessions when
they held the greatest part of the Carnatic, has not
recovered its destruction by the DBritish troops in
1761. 'The yprivate houses, however, have been re-
paired, and it is still one of the handsomest towns in
India. In the middle of a large square are lying the
pillars and other ornaments of a pagoda of blaek stone,
richly ornamented with carving. -

Bonaparte seems to have formed cxpectations of
raising this place to its ancient importance; otherwise
he would not have sent out, to a httle territory of five
miles of sea-coast, and eontaining only ‘twenty-five
thousand inhabitants, so splendid an establishment as
arrived under Captain General de Caen, which consist-
ed of seven generals, a proportional number of inferior
officers, and fourteen hundred regular troops, including
a body-guard of eighty horse, and one hundred thou-
sand pounds in specie. He directed the goverpment-
house to be repaired, and-to be furnished with articles

.

sent from France, at an expence of eigliteen thousand "

pounds more. So great a number of generals and other
officers must have been intended for a wider field of
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action than the little territory of Pondicherry; but his
projeets, whatever they were, wholly failed, and both
the place and territory are now possessed by the British
government.

Pondicherry has 1.~ natnral advantages, as a commer-
aal town ; and the inl! itants of a sctidement, cut off
from the parent country, can never be very polished.
Many of them also are poor and uneducated. The ac-
complishments of the females are limited to dancing,
and playing a few tunes on the piano-forte. "The mind
15 left negrly a blank; yet thereis a vivacity of manner
that is pleasing.

At two m the morning of the 7th of February, Tord
Valentia set oft in a palanquin, and. by a quarter before
eleven, reached AlMum Parva, distant twenty-seven |
nmilcs,  The country was more full of jungle, with le-s
population and fewer pagodas than that which he had
alveady passed.  'I'he sea was, all the way, about @ nmle
on the right, and the mountains were visible on the loft.
The paity passed a salt-water lake, which was very
wide, but not more than two feet deep; and, on the
cnsuing day, they arrived at Madras.

A description of Medr as *

Tur whole extent of the coast of Coremandel is cven,
Tow, and sandy; and about Madrus the land 1iscs so
hittle and so gradually from the sea, that, from the deck
of a vessel, the spectator 1s scarcely able to mark the
distmictior between the land and water, till heis assisted
by the appearance of the differont objects which present
theunselyes upon the beach. ‘T'his is crowded with peo-
le of all colours, whose busy motions make the earth
itself seem alive.  The public ofices and store-houses,
which Jine the heach, are fine buildings, with colonnades

* Drawn up from the Travels of William ITodges, R. A.;
rd V Jeatia; Wnd @ Residence in India by Maria Girahar,
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to the upper storics, supported by rustic bases archid,
all of the finest Madras chunam or cement, smooth,
hard, and polished like marble. Ata little distonce
Fort George, with its lines and bastions, the gov in-
ment-house and gardens, backed by St Thowmads
Mount, form an interesting part of the picture ; winle
herc and there, in the distance, minarets and pagodas
are scen rising from among the gardens. The clear,
blue, and clondless shy; the polished white houses,
with {lat roofs and open porticoes; the bright sandy
heach, and dark green sea, present, to the cye of'an
Fuglishman, a combination totally new, and such as he
cannot but contemplate with delight,

Some time before a ship arrives at her anchoring-
gronnd, she is hailed by the boats of the country, fillod
with people of business, who come, in crowds, on board.
This is the moment in which an Enropean feels che
great distinetion between Asia and his own country.
The rustling of fine linen, and the general hum of un-
usual conversation, presents to hus mind, for a moment,
the idea of an assembly of females, When he ascends
upon the deck, he is surprised at the long muslin dresses
and blach faces, adorned with Jarge gold carrings, and
white turbans.  The first salutation he receives from
these strangers, is by bending their bodies very low,
touching the deck three times with the back of the
hand, and with the forehead.

The natives first seen in India, by an Furopean
voyager, are Hindoos, the original inhalntants of the
peninsula.  In this part of India they urc delicately
framed; their Liands, in particular, are more like those
of females than of males, and do not appear to be
in proper proportion to the rest of the body, which is
usually above the middle size. Correspondent to this
delicacy of appearance are their wanners, mild, tran-
quil, and sedulously attentive: in the last respect they
are indeed remarkable, as they never interrupt any
person who is speaking, but wait paticntly until he ha.
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concluded, and then answer with the most perfect re-
spect and composure. i

From the ship the passengers are conveyed on shore
in boats of curious construction, and well calculated to
vlude the violent shw ks of the surf, which here beats
with great violence. ‘I1 ~ boats are formed without
a keel, are flat-bottomed, have their sides raised high,
and are sewed fogether with the fibres of the cocoa-nnt
tree, and caulked with similar materials: they are re-
markably hght, and are managed with great dexterity.
‘T'he passengers are landed upon a fine, sandy beach.

On landing, the stranger is surrounded by dubashis
and servants of all kinds, who solicit employwent. The
duba-his undertake to interpret, to purchase ull he
wants, to change money, to provide him with servants,
tradesmen, and palanquins. 1 shoit, to do every thing
which a stranger finds it irksome to do for himsclf.

T'he settlement of Fort George or Madras was form-
ed, by the English, about the middle of the seventrenth
century, and in a situation which 1s very unfavourable
for a capital. It stands on the extreme point of a
voast, wheve the curvent is rapid, and wlere a tre-
mendous surf- breaks, even in the finest weather,
But, however inconvenient it may be, particulmly now
that the whole peuninsula belongs to us, the espence of
removal would be so great, that no alteration will o~
hably ever take place.

"T'he streets are spacions and handsome, and the houses
may be considered clegant. The inner apartments are
not highly decorated, for they present to the eye only
white walls; but these, from the marble-like appearance
of the stucco, give a freshuess whieh' is grateful in so
hot a country as this. Celings are very unconmmun,
for it is 1mpossible to find any caling which will resist
the ravages of that destructive insect, the white-ant.
These inscets are so formidable, from the immensity of
their nambers, that, in a single mght, they would be
able to gnaw in picces and destroy a ceiling of any dj-
mansions.
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Nearly all the principal inhabitants of Madras reside
1 what are called garden-houses, in the country; but
the offices and counting-houses of every deseripuon,
both public and private, are cither in the fort or the
town, ‘The garden-houses are usually of only one
story. Most of them are in a pretty style of architectnre,
having porticos and verandas, supported by pillars of
chunam. The walls are of similar materials, either white
or coloured, and the floors are covered with matting,
They are, in general, surroutided by a ficld or compornd,
with a fow trees and shrubs; but it is not without
almost incredible pains that flowers or fruit can he
raised.  During the hot winds, which are here preva-
lent at certain scasons, a hind of mats, made of 2 grasy
v hich has a pleasont smell, are placed against the doors
andwindows, and are constantly watered ; so that, as the
air blows throush them, it spreads an agreeable perfume
and fieshness through the house.

Many of the houses on the level district near Madras,
called Choultry Dlain, are beautiful specimens of archi-
une, and have apartments both spacious and magmSi-
cant, The roads are broad, and shaded by noble
avenues of trees. .

The gorernment-house of Madras is sitwated near the
edge of the esplanade, and has the advantage of a pleas-
mg view of the sca and Fort St. George.  'I'he house
iteell' s lmge and handsome; the loors, the wally, and the
coluums are of the most beautiful chunam, of different
colours, and almost equal, in splendour, to marble,
The fort is handsome and strong, and not too large.

The naval hospital is a capacions ind well-arrange d
building, which has, on the top, an extensive platfor,
where the convalescents take exercise, and enjoy the fresh
air. It counmands a view over all Madras, the Black-
wwn, the garden-houses, and to the shipping in (he
roads, In this place there are a female ond a male
orphan usylum, both of which appear to be admuably
conducted.  In the latter the boys are brought up to
a huowledge of different trades, in which they may

K3
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carn a comfortable subsistence; and it was< in the
school of this asylum, that the Rev. Dr. Bell first put
into practice the present national system of educution.

In Madras the mou-servants are all Hindoos, and
the women-servants arce chietly Portuguese. The palan-
quin-bearcrs are remarkable for their strength and
swiftw ss.  They huve a peculiar song or ay, with
which they amuse themee, * while on a journey: this
at first sounds hke the expression of pain and weai-
neas, but it presently breaks out into sounds of ex-
Litation.

The manner of living, among the English in this city,
has more of external clegance than at Bombay; but the
state of saciety is mueh the same.  Mrs. Graham vays
that she was at a public ball in_the pantheon.  Thi< s
o handsome building, and, besides a Dall-room, cout 1in-
a theatre, card-rooms, and verandas. During the eold
season, monthly assemblies are held here, and there are
occasional balls throngh the whole year.

St. Thomas's Mount, at a little distance from Madras,
is a place of public and daily resort.  This mount js as
smooth as a howhng- green, and 15 planted, on cach <le,
with banyan and yellow tulip-trecs, ‘The aontlemen and
laslies of Madras, ncarly every day repair, in their gay-
est equipages, to the Mount Road 5 and afta furionsly
driving along it, they laiter away an hour or two at the
Mount, and then return howe,

‘T'he usnal visiting hours, at Madras, arc from nine
o'vlock till eleven, At two, ull the principal inhabit-
ants cat what is called fffn: this, in fact, ts the real
dinner, at which wines, and strong beer from Englend,
are frecly lrunk. The ladies then retire; and, for the
wnost part, undress, and lic down with a novel in their
hands, over which they gencrally slecp.  About five
o'clo-k, the master of the family returns from his office:
the lady dresses for the Mount-road; returns, again
dr sses, dines, and goes from table to hed, unless there
be a ball, when she dresses once more, after which ahe
dances all night,
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There are fow objects near Madras which serve to
illustrate the history or characters of the original inl-
bitants of India. One, however, is too curions to he
omitted: this is a beautitul Hindoo temple, or purguda,
at Zeplecane, two miles south of the town. 1t is of’
considerable magnitude; and the top of the building,
rising considerably above the trees, it is scen over all
the neighbouring country. Adjoming to the temple
a large tank, with steps descending to the bottom, filled
with water. The whole is of stone, and the masonry
is excellent.  On the surfare of the temple are wany
fizures in bas-rclief, illustrative of the religion of the

1Lindons,

SFittecntl) Pay’d Instruiction,

INNDOSTAN CONTINUED.

Narralive of the Travels of Lozn Varcxria and Ma.
Saur, fiom Madras, through Seringapaten, to Muan-
aalore.

Lorp Varenria left Madras in the evening of the

«3d of February. He travelled in a palanquin, and

the first set of' bearcrs oarticd him twenty-sin miles in

five hours. The country, after he awoke in the morn-
ing, appeared to be flat and sandy, with frequent jun-
gle, ull he approached Conjeveram.  Here the inhabit-
ants were oceupied in cultivating the rice or paddy-
ficlds. The pagodas, at this place, are large, and of
the same shape of those at Tanjore. The principal
cofrance to the great pagoda is very lofty. On the
left, after passing through it, is a large cdifice, which
contams, as the Bramins assert, a thousand pillavs,
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Many of thesc are handsomcly and curiously carved,
with figures of Hindoo deitics. some of which have a
kind of hulo or glory 1 omrd their heads. The sides of the
~teps leading up to 1t ane formed by two well-carved cle-
phants drawing a car. An elevated musnud or throne
occupics the centre. Opposite to this bulding arc a
tauk, and sceveral page o5 the side of ouc of theif 1,
vovered with aheient und v, nown characters.  On un-
other is carved, in reluct, some curious designs, in com-
partments.  The sceond court, or mner square, 15 cunsi-
dered holy, and Christians are not permitted to enter it.
This temple is decicated to Siva.  Mr. Salt ascenddd,
by seven flights of steps, to the top of the large gate-
way. The view fromn it was extremcly fine, consisting
of” extensive woods, inteisected by a large sheet of
water: numerous pagodas appeared to rise amoug
the trees, and a magmficent range of retirmg monn-
tams closed the distance. ‘To the west of Conjeve-
ran, and about half a mile distant, 15 a <mgulmly-
shaped pagoda, of rude and massive sculptme. At ate
entrance are four monstrous lions, and a bull formed of
clay, evidently modern.  On the nght of the entrance
are seven small (neular huildings.  The pagoda st
15> pyrainidal, and teyminates, at the top, in a dome.
Tts mterior consists of two gloomy apaitinents; in the
first of which are two small gilded statues, with only
their heads visible.  This pagoda is at present entnely
deserted.

The tanhs at Conjeveram are lined with stone, and
are in good repair.  The sticets are wide: they eros.
vach other at vight angles, and have a range of' cocon-
nut-trees on vach side.  The whole town has a pros-
perous appearance,

Lord Valentia was much struck with the charot«
that were employed m cairying the chicf deity of the
place, on Iis annual visitation to auother pagoda.
These hariots were of large mize. and, though dispro-
portioggd in shape, must be handsome, when they ae
decorifed with eoloured ornaments.
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In passing the great pagoda, the priests and nuraer<
ous dancing-girls were drawn ‘out to pay his lordship
their compliments. The dancing-girls at this place
were very numerous, and some of them were pretty.

Beyond Conjeveram, villages are thinly scattercd.
The jungle is more frequent; and the soil, being a dry,
gravelly sand, was raised by the wind, and nearly suf-
focated his lordship.  The choultries or caravaunscras,
crected by pious natives, to afford shelter to travel-
lers, are numcrous, but many of thém are falling
into decay. They are much injured by the banyan~
trees, the seed of which 15 often carvied by.birds to the
top of these buildings. Here, in the rainy scason,
it finds nourishment between the large stones, where
it gradually takes root. As the plant inereases in
thickness, it separates the stones, and, at last, shatters
the. building into ruins. .

[Betwixt Conjeveram and Arcot there is a tank or
artificial reservoir for water, about cight miles long
and three miles broad, which fertilizes a great extent
of country. Vew public works supply the people with
more important comforts than this. -

Arcot is the nominal capital of the Carnatic
Payengaut, or * Carnatic below the Passes;” and the
nahoh maintains a garrison of his own troops in the fort,]
It was once a large and populous place; but it bears
strong marks of the devastation of war, for the greatest
part of it is now in ruins, The inhabitants are chiefly
Mahometans.

A lefty chain of hills commands Pelloré; and the
road winds among these, through vast masscs of rock,
and groves of wikl date and pslmyra-trees, with here
and there a small pastare. It was about two o'clock.
in the morning when Lord Valentia reached the outer
works of Vellore, which here descend from the lofty
ridge, and wind along the valley. Having passed the
town, and reached the gate of the fort, the sentinel ré-
fused to admit him, He was consequently obliged to
write a note with a pencil;. by the light,of the moon, to
Colonel Campbell the commandant; and, after the
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dilay of an hour, he was admitted. The guards were
turned out, and the colonel received his lordship at the
steps of his house,

After hroukfast he took a walk with Major Marriot,
10 see a palace or pagoda, now converted into 4 maqea-
zine. It forms e side of the public square, iu which
are also the palacts o the prinees, the commandant’s
house, and the houwses of the cluef inhabitants.  In the
frontis alofty gateway, of inelegant hut imoposing archi-
teeture, having, on cach side, a statue, with four arms,
and formed of a kind of blue stone. After he had
passcd the gateway, Lord Valentia was conducted into
i noble apartment, suppotted by pillars, singularly hut
beautifully carved.  Nothing but the paticnt labour of
a Hindoo could have finished so minute a work.  The
musnud, or throne, was at the back part of the build-
ing. It was ebout twelve feet square, and restcd
on the back of a prodigious tortoise.  Opposite to this
apartment, is another, similar in size, but of different
architecture, and morve plain.  Facing the great mate-
way are severul small pagodas, smrounded by 2 wall,
These seem thuch more ancient than the others.

The fort of \ellore had, at this time, Leen chosen as
a place of security for the family of Tippoe. A deep
and wide diteh, chicfly eut out ol the solid reck, sur-
rounds it; and, in addition to the wnsual detenee, the
ditch is filled with alligators of very large size.  With
these a serjeant of the Scotch brigade, for a trfling
wager, engaged in battle.  Ile entered the water, and
was several times drawn beneath the surface by the
ferocious animals. Ile, however, at last eseaped, but
not withnue several severe wounds.  This fort re-
‘minded Lord Valentia of the architecture of the ancient
English haronial ¢astles.

"I'be reason was now so far advanced, that the niglt
was the only time in which travelling was supportable.
Lord Vilentia, therefore, determined to take advan-
tage of (lie night to reach the Gants, hoping that,
when bewas on the higher land. the heat would not

andy
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be so great as in the plains.  The gentlemen of the
fort lent hnn fificcen palanquin-boys: and, at mne
o'dock, in the cvening of the 25th of February, he
proceeded on his journey.

At a quarter-past six, in the morning, he awoke, and
found nmeelf at Suuighur, thirty miles beyond Vellore,
"Lhe situation of this place 15 picturesque, being sur-
rounded with rocks, covered, in part, by brachwoaod.
As the next stage, up the Gaut, was a laborious one,
Ins lordsbip had sent on bearers from Madras, They
were roady, bat the cooleys or porters, who were to
cany the haggage, could not he found.  As, therefore,
he wiys obhged to wait, he amused himsclf by visiting
the garden of the nabob of the Carnatie.  "This s con-
sidered the hest in the conntry; but, hke all other
< tern gardens, it has ne beauty.  The trees are plant-
ed reqularly, and water 13 conducted, by small chan-
nels, to the 100ts of each, At a ¢uarter~past tcn the
cooleys avuived; and his lordship now proceeded acros
4 plain, whete he was nearly suffocated with duet,
Thence asendmg a slight hill, ke came within sight
of the Gaut sself. ¥le advanced to the foot of 1t,
and, atter 1cstmg, for a httle while, at a mosque near
the diy bed of a river, he began to aseend. The thist
pat of the aseent was extremely steep; but the pass
lad been widaned and levelled sinee the conquest of
My.ore by the Brtish.  An eady commumeation has
thus been effeeted between the Carnatie and the My-
sore, an ohjeet of great importance, by the izeil ty
whieh it gives to trade.

‘The seenery was now completely ehanged.  In-tead
of a plam <imlar to that vver which his lod<dip
had passed from Madras, the whole conntry was undie-
lated, with @ fow lofty desolate peaks before himn, It
appeared 10 he cxtremely barren; and he was disap-
pomted at not sceing extensive forests, as he had ex-
peaed. At six o'clock, in the morning of February
the ¢5th, the town of Bangulore was n view., ‘lLhe
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count:y was here more naked than any his lordship had
yet scen

[Bangalore 1s a place of considerable celebrity, hav-
ing had a strong fort, which w1 ¢ structcd by Hydea
Aly, after the best style of Malon tan mbtary archi-
tecture Duimg  he judicrione  vornment of  this
punce 1t became a ploc ot imp 1+ e Tts trade was
then graat, and its manudac e w 1c numaous, but
his son, Iippoo Sub, dwing 2 va with the Butish,
destioyed the tort, and otherwico ereatly ijuicd the
placc  Within the town there are hand<ome gardens,
m the Asiatic style.  Thosc of Ilydcr and Tippoo are
extensive, and dinided into plots, sepnated by walks,
the sides of winch arc ornamented with finc ¢y press-
trices It 15 wsual, o gwdans of Mussulmans, to
have « «piritc pice of ground for cach kind of plant
Thus onc plot 15 (ntirely fllcd with 10sc-tices, another
with pomegrm tes, md so forth  The cypress and
vine grow luxurintly, and apple and paich tices both
produce fimt  The dimate of Bungalore 15 sanl to be
both healthy ind ple 1sant |

1he countiy from Bingaloie was wild and uneven
Lord Vilinur was mfoimed that HEas 4610 Viry
numaons m some ot the jungles throuzh which he
pa std, but the numcrous hichts, carred by his scr-
vants, securcd him from any attack

Ihe view of Seringapatam wmuch disappon ted his
expcetations  Ihe only conspicuous objects were the
mmarets of the mosques, which are natha lofty nor
elegant. At 2 villige about two mules from the town,
he was et by an officer, who delivered to lnm 1 Ietter,
informmg hmn that the commandant of the placc had
fitterd np the palace of the late Tippoo Sab for lus 1¢-
ceptmn

The Lolmah1l, o1 puvate residcnce of 1ippoo, con-
sists of a squud, thice sides of which wie divided mto
t40 stuites, with 4 ver wda of unpanted wood m hont,
Belhind arc mary small rooms, that ware uscd by
Fim as warehouscs, but are now pamted and fitted up
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for the English resident. The fourth side consists of a
single room, the height of the whole building. This
had been the durbar .or hall of the tyrant, in which he
sat and wrote, or received his ministers, It is a hand-
some apartnent, about seventeen feet wide in front,
and forty feet deep. The walls arc painted red, and
have a gile trellis-work running over it, formed by the
tiger's scratch, the favourite ornament of Tippoo. Sen-
tences from the Koran, in letters of gold, on ared
ground, cach about a foot high, extend round the room
as a cornice. Three rows of pillars sustain the roof,
which’is coloured like the sides of the room; and each
pillar is of a single piece of wood, painted red, and
highly varnished. The shape is fantastic, bulging to-
wards the bottom, but narrowing till they join a base
of black marble. Behind the durbar is 4 small room
where the tyrant slept, when fear or anger would per-~
mit him. It has only two windows, both of which are
grated with iron; and the door is strongly secured.
The only entrances into the lolmahal were through the
harem that adjoined; and by a narrow winding pas~
sage, in which Tippoo caused some tigers to be chaingd
as an additional defence.

Lord Valentia "found Seringapatam much inferior to
any capital which he liad visited in India. The palaces
of the sultan had neither the imposing massive dignity
of the Hindoo architecture, nor the light airy elegance
of the Mussulman buildings at Lucknow. The public
apartments of Tippoo were handsome, but those of
Hyder were plain in the extreme. The zenanas, or
apartments for females, of both, were extremely bad.
They consisted each of a guadrangular building, two
stories high, with verandas all round. Some of the
rooms were large, but wnornamented, and the coluns
were of wood.  All these buildings are now appropri-
ated to public purposes. Hyd%x‘-)’s palace. is the resi~
dence of the surgeon; and bis zenana is an European
hospital. Tippoo’s zenanais a barrack for artillery: his
private apartments are occupicd by the resident, and
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his public apartments by the European troops. These
buildings, from their want of windows, have, exter-
nally, 4 heavy appearance.

Lord Valentia v, *ted "Fippoo’s arsrnal, whicl., for-
merly, was a choultry d pagoda annexed to the
rajul’s palace.  The architecume of the whole i< as-
sive, and much*more ancient than that of the other
buildings. The pillars are square, and covered with
sculpture; but the spaces between them lhave been
filled up to adapt it for its present pmposes. In this
place are kept vast numbers of matchlocks, spears,
eresses, nair-knives, and coats of chain mmour, which
helonged to Tippoo, but whieh are uselses 1o the
British, and only valuable as curiosities or old iion.
The most singular articles are several picees of artil-
fery, cast by Tippoo, and each ornamented with the
figure of a tiger devounng the head of an European,
an emblem of the fcrocity ot the tyrant, and of his hu-
placability towards his Christian enemies,  "The arsenal
now contains a considerable magazme of European
muskets and field-picees,

* M. Salt,who had sct out fiom Madras some days he-
fore Lord Valentia, and who traselled along a <omewhat
different route, reached Areol on the 17th of Februmy.
On the ensning day he passed through Vellore, and, on
the 19th, arrived at Ainbonr. ‘'he whole of the coun-
try, from Arcot, too evidently shawed that it had not
recoverc " ity popudation, since the wars with "Tippuo.
Many parts wluich had before been cultivated, wete
row barren and waste, The village of Amluor 15 neat,
and regularly built. Tts inhubitauts are industrions,
and make a considerable quantity of castor-oil, which
they ~xport. Near it is a lofty and isolated mountam,
on which stands a fo:gt, almost impregnable by nature;
the only approarh t6 it being by a narrow and very
steep path, through a smaller fort at the base. Mr.
Salt ascended to the top, and found there a plain, (snffi-
wiently Jarge to have rendeved its cultitation’an obji et of
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some importance,) and two tanks, near which the barrarks
had formerly stood. The view from it was noble and
extensive, and the air was cool and pleasant, in com-
parison with what he had expetienced below.

Larly in the morning of the 25th he reached Ossonr,
where the Hindoos were celebrating one of their festi-
vals, The scene was extremely gay: and, while they
were oceupied in conveying, in procession, the idol
which they worship, Mr. Salt made a drawing of his
chaiiot.

At Mahavilli he saw some large bats flying about in
the middle of the day; and thousands were clinging,
bv therr feet, to two trees,  His attendanrs shot three
of than, They cach measared about four fect from
wing to wing. Their heads were not much unbbe
that of a fox, and their hair was fox-colourcd.

I the evenine, My, Salt went, about three miles, to
ee a garden which bad belonged 1o Tippoo Saib. It
was of great extent, laid out in strait walks, and filled
with mango, gnava, line, orange, and pomcgracate-
trecs.  ‘The guavas and pomegranates were ripe, 2nd
the niango-trees were beautifully in blossom,  Nealy
all the adjacent eountry is flat,

He arnived at the village of Talicul, carly in the
morming of the 29th of Febrnary, [t was covered
with a fog <o dense and unpleasant, that he shut hna-
solf nup in lis palanquin until ten, by which tinie the

“oun had dispersed it. From the great care which the
_mhabitants appearced to take, to guard themselves
again-t its influcnce, Mr. Salt imagined that this Lind of
forr was very injurious. They were all waapped in
coar~e black ‘mantles, with their mouths cantiously co-
vered ; and they lovked more like spirits of the mfir-
nal reqions than human beings.  The tulls aronnd weee
scare: [y visible at mid-day; and, to add to the wiscry
of its sitmnation, thcre was a range of sand-hills at the
back of the town, which reflected an infcnse heat into
the place. Talicut contains a pagoda of ancient strne-
ture; and, on the top of a sall steeple, within the
wall *«hich surronnds it, is the statue of a bull, abont
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twelve feet in length, and eight feet and a half in
height. It was, at this tinie, adorned with garlands of
flowers, and with rich trappings. .

Mr. Salt pass.d through Sattigul; and, after having
visited a celebrated caty.net, called the Falls of” Caus
veri, he proceeded 9 Narsipaor. On an 1sland, near
this place, is a pagoda filled with monkeys, which are
regularly fed and much reverenced. In the ensuing
night he arrived at Seringaputam.

On the 4th of March, Lord Valentia and Mr, Salt
set off togcther from Seringapatam for Mangalore,
The road was extremely rough and bad, and before
they reached Chirconally, the first stage of five wmiles,
the bearers had fallen sevcral times, though they took
three hours to perform it. On the cnsuing day they
veached Keelary, which has a wmud fort. In an open
space near it, is a small pagoda, bencath the shalde of
which Lord Valentia received presents fromn the chief
man of the town, and took his breahfast. Beyond this
the country was finely undulated, but cultivation had
taken place only in the valleys, where numerous tanks
secured a constant supply of watcr. At a distance
wmany hills were seen.  Fle stopped to dme at a very
beautiful spot, near a village which had a mud wall and
a sinall fort. A this place were two tanks, o large
that they appearcd hke natural lakes. Many sicc-
fields were in the greatest lusurianee; and near them
were éxfensive groves of arcca, banana, mango, and
€ocoa-nut-us ces.

"The travellers passed through the town of fHusana
by torch-light: it appeared to be strongly forufied,
Thy next passed through the }icturesque little town
of Paliam; and, on approaching the hlls, the Jungle
was see) to be very thick, and was said to be the haunt
of tigers. The tops of the mountains were bare; but
the lower parts were shaded by timber-trees and jun-
gle.  As they advanced the scenery beeame peculiarly
wi.d, and the road was so uneven, that the bearers were
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frequently ebliged to rest.  They had now entered the
defiles of the chain of mountains which separate the
table-land of Mysore from the low country of Mala-
bar. The road, acress this part of the Gauts, had
been formed, with great labour, out of & bed of loose
rock, over which the torrents, in winter, had run with
so much force as to wash away all the softer parts,
and, iv several places, to leave 10cks, fonr or five feet
in diameter, standing in the muddle of the road, and
ot more than two feet asunder.  T'o relieve the palan-
quin-bearers, Lord Valentia was obliged 10 walk the
whole way. The descent of the travellers. on the wes-
tern side of the Gaut, was mmpeded by meeting numer-
ous droves of oxen, wlieh were asecendmz of, laden
with salt fiom Mangalor At the foot of the moun-
tain the vegetation was pecuharly rich and Juxwuiant,
aud the scenery extremcly pietaresque and beautiful.
The country, even through the last srage to Manga-
lfore*, was very uneven: the road, however, was good,
o1 1t was a perfeet pavement of large stones

Sixteentl) Wap's Instruction.

HINDOSTAN CONTINUED.

1 desi ription of the most important places in the inlerin:
of Hindoslan, betwizi Mangalore and Calcutta.

Lirrrk is hnown to Europeans respecting the intetioy
of Hindostan. The accounts that, itherto. have been
gwen of it, are, m general, brief and unsatisfactory:

See an account of Mangalore, page 130,
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taken eithcr from the deseriptions of the natives, or
from those of persons who have traversed it in come
mercial pursuits, and, consequently, whose attention has
been occupied with other’ subjeets than those illustras
tive of tapography. )

Respecting Bejapour o1 Misiupowr, once the capital
of an important distriet, and about three hundred miles
north-cast from Mangalore, we hnow nothing morce
than that it is a fortified town, of considerable estent
and population; that it is sitnated in a well-watered, but
naked country; and that it was formerly a city of great
splendour, filled with palaces, mosques, and nagnifi-
cent buildings, both public and pivate, but of which
few vestiges now remain.

Hydrabad, the present capital of the Nizoms of
the Deccan, was twice visited by Dr. Iteyne, in the
years 1798 and 1809. Ii is a large and pepulous
place, bounded, on the north, by a small river called
the Musy, and surrounded by a low wall. In 1798,
Dr. ITeyne, could not, without grcat diffienlty, procure
adwmittance, as no European, not even au oflicer of the
East India Company’s detachment, was permitted to
enter it. The streets are, in general, narrow, badly
paved, and far from stiaight.  Most of the houses arc
built of wood, and have a very wretched appearzuee.
Few women arc secn in the streets; but, in one part
of the town, Dr. Heyne observed great numbuos off
dancing-girls. The streets arc incessantly crowded
with raen and horses. As castern pomp requires a
great numbc  of attendants, and large sums of money
to support them, it is easy to sec why this capital is
very populous: all the money collected in the pro-
vinees is spent here. The bazars, however, which
Dr. Heyne visited, were ill-supplicd with goods:
the china-shops contained a miserable collection of
articles, and the other shops were not much bet-
ter. The buildings, in Hydrabad, best worth sece
ing, are the large mosque and the palace. The former
isa grand edifice; and has two domes, which arc so
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high as to attract the attention of the traveller at a
great distance.  The street leading to it was, by no
mneans, such as to prepare him for the sight of so mag-
niticent an edifice. It eonducts to a gate, where he was
ordered to dismomt from his horse, and take off his
boots. Frowm this spot he ascended a flight of steps,
and suddenly found hiinsedf on the esplanade before
the wosque.  Not, however, being permitted to enter
it, he could only see, through the gate, that the inte-
rior consisted of a great nwmber of beautiful and regu-
Iar porticoes, vound a spacious eentre, where, before a
burning taper, were several Mahometan doctors upon
their carpets,  The pillars were very lofty, and each ap-
peared ta he composed of one sohd picce of granite,
the surface of which was beautifully polished, Near
the entrance of the mosque is a tank or rescervoir of
wauwcr for ablutions. It is square, and has steps dea
sceuding into it.  On the side of the mosque, near the
reservoir, Dr. Heyne was shown a siall mausoleura of
coarse marhle, very artificially cut. It contained the
body of' the other of the then rcigning nizam, and
was ahvays covered with Howers, He had no oppor-
tunity ot visitine the palace, which, including the
7¢nana, or apartments and gronwds appropriated to the
women, is said to be several miles in eircuit. 'The
.nizam had hcre more than six himdred temales, among
whom were many Circassians, and Georgians, aud even
some Jtulians.  He was an old and cmaciated eripple.
The strects of lydrabad were crowded with beggars,
some of whom were »0 insolent as even to seize the bri-
dle of Dr. Lleyne’s horse, and not suffer him to proceed
until he had satisfied their demands.  On the northern
bank of thre Musy is a kind of suburb called the Beghetu
Bazar; and so called because the duties levied on all
" sorts of merchundise in this bazar, belong exclusively
t0 the beghum or queen.  The streets of this suburb
are very narrow, and the houses mean, Dr. Heyne
went only into the shwps of the druggists, but he found
in these as grent a variety of articles as in many of the

3
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druggists-shops that he had seen in Europe. Inthe
course of ten years afier this visit, so great a change
had taken place here, that, in 1809, he rode through the
suburbs without intervuption, and without insult.  The
gates were now wi'* open, Christians were freely ad-
mitted, and English scj s were seen parading the
streets in every dirveetion,

Six miles north-west of Hydrabad, und joined to it
by a wall of connmumication, 18 a strong and eclebrated
fortress called Goleondn,  T'his fortress is surionnded
by stone walls and deep ditches, and is of so great
an extent that it might be denominated a city. Nea
the middle of it is a hill. which rises in shape like «
sugar-loaf, and the sides of which are encompassed by
a royal palace. The province of (lolconda has long
becn famous for the diamouds which have, at diffirent
times, been obtained from jt. But the most impor-
tant diamond-mines of Hiundostav are near Ruvlconde,
a town about a hundred and five miles south-west
from Hydrabadl.

Beder is a fortified city within the territory of the
nizam, and cighty miles from Hydrabad. e was
formerly the capital of a considerable kingdom, and 14
now celebrated for its nuerous and magnilicent pagn-
das. In a north-westerly direetion, beyond Beder,and on
a plain nearly surrounded by wountains, stands Auwrua-
gabad, 'This is a modern city, of large size, and very
populous; andis indcbied, both for its name and ovi-
gin, to the emperor Aureng-zebe, who cncompassed it
with walls and bastions, and, for some time, made it
the place ot his residence.  Ilis palace was strrounded
by walls and other fortifications.  'Thc adjacent coun-
try is extremely fertile,

Nagpour, the capital of a district which is subject to
a chief of the eastern Mahratias, is situated in a fertile
and we.d-caltivated country, about a hundred and
eighty miles from Aurungabad, and is a town of mo-
dern date. It is extensive and populous, but is meanly
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built, and guarded only by a small citadel of inconsi-
derable strength,

Eastward from Nagpour, in the province of Oriwsa,
and near the shore of the Bay of Bengal, 1s the town of
Jugarnaut, famous for three of the richest and most
frequented pagodas in India, These are immense ese-
cular structures, and objects of peculiar veneration
with the Ilindoos. One of thawn is a hundred and fitiy
feet high, and is a well-known land-mark to ariners.
In therr vicimty are several small pagodas, each of
which 15 a sanctuary containing an idol. Jagarnaut is
now the fountain-head of Flindoo superstition in India,
and is annually visited by many thousands of pilgrims
from all the adjacent countries. Gieat nwmnbers of
these, from heat and exhanstion, die on the road; and
their boches generally remain unbuned. Hence, on
approaching Jagarnaut, the r0ad may, for many miles,
be traced by the human bones which are strewed along
it; dogs, jackals, and vultures seem herc to subsist
on human prey. The Rev. Claudius Buchanan,
who wisited thas place m the month of June, 1809, says
that the road, in all ducctions, as far as the eye could
reach, seemed covered with pilgrimg; and that, nca
the outer gate of the town, a host of them, like an
army, was encamped. "They were prevented, by #* guard
of soldicrs, fiom entermyg, until they had pawd what is
called the pilgrim’s tax, or a cortamn sum of money
cach, towards the support of the temples. Mr. Bu-
chanan passed one devotee who laid hmmself down at
cvery step, and thus measured the road to Jagarnaut
by the length of s budy: this he did, as 2 penance of
nerit, to please the god.

Jagarnaut or Jaganath is a name of the Hindoo god

* Vishnu, and also of Krisna; but it is chiefly apphed to

“the latter, as lord of the universe. 1'wo other idols,

besides Jagarnaut, are worshipped herc : these are call-

ed Boloram and Shubudra, and are considired as lus

brother and sister. The temple of Jagarnaut is a stu-

pendous fabrie, having its walls and pates covered
L
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with indecent embleins, in massive and durable sculp-
ture; for the worship of this eastern Moloch is con-
ducted with rites that are accompanied by the wost dis-
gusting obseenity.

The town is pearly ence mpassed with <and-hills; and
the adjacent country is almos. wholly destitute of ver-
dure. The sandy plains' near the sea, are, m some places,
whitenedd by the bones of the pilgrims; and the offen-
sive effluvia of the town is extremely noisome.  EHere
the scnses are also assailed by the squalid and ghastly
appearance of the famished pilgrims; many of whom
die in the strovts, of want or discase.

Mr. Buchanan was at Jagarnaut on the 18th of June,
during the time of a grand Hindoo festival, when the
idol is exlnbited to the people. At twelve o'clock it was
brought out from the temple, amidst the acclamations
and tremendons shontings ot thonsands of” its worship-
pers, and was placed upon a throne, un a stupendous
car or tower, about sixty feet high, which rested on
wheels,  Attached to this car were «ix cables, of the
size and lepgth of a ship’s cable; and, by these, the
muliitude drew it along.  Upon the cu were the
pricsts of the idol, snrromnding his throne, and other
persong, to the number of about a hundied and twenty,
The Mol is a block of wouod. pamnted bleck, with a
frighttul visage, and a disteuded mouth of bluody colour,
Its arms are of gold, and it s dressed in goracous ap-
parel.  The other two wdols ae of a white and yellow
colour. "we clephants preceded the three towers:
these animals bore flags, were dressed in erimson capa-
risons, and had bells hanging to their eaparisons.

Mr. Buchanan accompamed the procession elose to
the tower of Jagarnaut, which grated harshly on its
whieels, deeply indenting the ground in its progress.,
Several times it stopped; and obseene songs, which are
considered grateful to the god, were sung to urge 1t
on. ‘:f%uit had procceded to some distance, a pil-
grim ed himsclf a sacrifice to the idol, by lying
Jown en the road, with his arms extended, and suffer-

.~
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g the wheels of the car to pass over and crush him
to death. The people threw cowries or small money,
upon the body, in approbation of the deed; and it was
afterwards carned away, to a place beyond the town,
were the dead bodies are wsually cast forth, to be di-
voured by dogs and vultures.

The <olenmuties contmued for several days; but
Mr. Buchanan was glad to cscape from the place, and
no longer to witness rites 0 horrid, and superstitions
s0 humihating and dreadful as are practised here,
Jagainaut 15, at present, subject to the Briush gos ern-
ment, but 1t has not hitheito been considered safe to
abolish thrs bane ful Wdolatry.

About fifty nulcs noith trom this place is the town
of Cuttack, sinated m alow wland, formed by two
branches of the 1iver Mabanuddy, and about forty
mlce iom the sua-coast. It once contamed a fort,
many megmficent buildings, a palace consisting of nine
distinet edifices, and a splindid Hindoo temple, At
present it 1~ an open town, and contams no building
desciving of notice

Dotwint Cuttack and Caleutta 1s Balasore, a sea-
port ot Orissa, and a town of considerable trade.  As
t?s place ships generally take m pilots, to conduct
them up the Ganges.  The adjacent country is flat,
and paduces a great sbundance of rice and other

ylail.

4 description of Caleutia.  Chiefly taken from Mrs
Granaw's account of that city, mritten in the autumn

of 1810.

I~ passing up the Ganges, the appearance of the coun-
try, near the mouth of the river, is somewhat un-
promusing : a fow bushes, along the water’s edge, form
a dark line, which just marks the distinction between
shy and water, and aie the only objects seca.  As the
ship approaches Calcutta, the copital of Bengal, the
rver narrows; and, fromn a part of 1t, called the Gar.
1%
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den Reach, presents a view of handsome buildings, on
a flat; sarrounded by gardens. These are villas be-
onging to the opulent inhabitants of the place. The
vessel has no sooner gained another reach or bend of
“the river, than tin whole city bursts upon the eye.
T'his capital of the Brivish dominions in the East is
marked by a considerable fortress, on the south side of
the river, which, for ‘strength and correctness of de-
sign, is allowed to e superior to any in India. In the
foreground is the water-gate of the fort; and the
glacis and esplanade are seen, in perspective, bounded
by a range of beautiful and regular buldings.

Close to Calcutta is the busiest scene that can be
imagined. The river is crowded with ships and boats
of overy form: liere a fine English East Indiaman,
there a grab or a dow from Arabia, or a proa from
some of the eastern islands. On one side are seen
the picturesque boats of the natives, with iheir floating
hats; on the other, the bolios and pleasure-boats of
the English, with their silken strcamers, and their sides
ornamented with green and gold.

Calcutta extends from the western point of Fort
\Yilliam, along the banks of the river, almost to the
village of Cossipoor: that is, about four English milgs
and a half; but its width, in many parts, 15 inconsls
.derable.  The sireefs, in that quarter of the town
which is occupied by the English, are broad. The
line of buildings, surrounding two sides of the espla-
nade of the fort, is magnificent; and it adds greatly to
the sup.cb appearance, that the houses are® detached
fromieach other, and insulated in a great space. The
buildings are all on a large scale, from the nccessity of
having a free circulation of air, in a climate, the heat of
which is extreme, The general approach to the houses
isby a flight of steps, with great projecting porticos
and’ seme of them are surrounded by colonnades or
arcades; which give them somewhat the appearance of
Grecian temples.  But the rest of the city has narrow,
confined, and crooked strects, which are interspersed
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with innmmnerable reservoirs, ponds, and gardens.
Some few of the streets are paved with briek. The
houses are variously built; some of brick, others of
mud, and a still greater number with bamboos and
mats; and these different kinds of edifices, being inter-
mixed with one another, form a motley appearance.
The bamboo-houses are invariably of one story, and
covercd with thatch: the brick-houses have seldom
more than two floors, and have flat terraced roofs.

Like London, Caleutta is, of itself, a swmall town;
bat its suburbs swell it to a prodigious city, peopled by
inhabitants from every conntry of the world, and more
than half a2 million in number.  Chinese and French-
meR, Persians and Germany, Arahs and Spaniards,
Armenians and Portnguese, Jews and Dutchmen, are
seen wixing with Hindoos and FEaglish, the original
inhabitants, and the actual possessors of the country,
This mixtare of nations ought, perhaps, to weaken
national prejudices; but among the English, at least,
the contrary seems to be the ease; yet, in all serious
affuirs, and in questions of justice, every man is on the
same footing, The busy scene of coaches, phatons,
anfl single-horse chaises, intermixed with palanquins,
aud hackceries or snall covered carriages, drawn by
oxen; the passing ceremonies of the Hindoos; and the
diflerent appearances of the fakirs, form, altogether, a
sight perbaps more novel and extraordinary than any
other city in the world can present to a stranger.

Of the public edifices in Caleutta, the Government-
house, constructed under the direction of the Marquis
Wellesley, is the most important. Tt is in the Ionic
order of architccture, its lower story forming a rustic
basement with arcades. On the north side is a hand-
some portico, with a flight of steps, under which car-
riages drive to the cutrance; and, on the south, there
is a circnlar colonnade with a dome. The four wings,
one at each corner of the building, arc connected with
it by circular passages, so as to promote a free circv-
lation of air all around, from what quarter soever the



92 A DESCRIPTION OF CALCUTT 4.

wind may blow. These wings contam all the private
apartments. In the north-castern angle is the council-
room, decorated, like the family breakfist and dinner-
rooms, with }, “trais. The centre of the buldiug 15
gIven up to two roow s of peculiar magufieence.  The
lowcr roown is paved wi dak grey marble, and sup-
ported by Doric eolmons, covaed with chunam or
cement, and pohished so as to appear hike Pasian mmn-
ble. "Over the hall 1s the ball-room, floored with dark
polished wood, and supported by Ionie colmnns.  Both
these are lighted by a profusion of cut-glass lustres,
suspended {rom the painted cerhngs, where excellent
taste is displayed in the decorations.

The other 1mportant public buildings are the fonn-
house, a handsome edifice; the cowrl-house, and two
churches. The largest of the churches bas a fine por-
t1ico, and both have handsome spues, The hospriul
and jail are to the south of the town, on that part of
the cyplanade called the Course, where all the equi-
pages of Calcutta asscmble every cvening, as those of
Madias do on the Mount-road. The wters’ hueld-
ings, on the north-side of the government house, ap-
pear like a hospital er poor-house. Tlcy contam
apartments for the writers newly eome hom Butain,
and who are students at the ecollege 1 ort Wallham.,
‘The latter is in the centre of the bmldings, and con-
tains nothing important except lecture rooms. At
state] times there are gencral enammations m the
college; and public disputations are held, by the
siudents, mn the Persian, Ilindoo, and Bengalee lan-
guages.  ‘These disputations take place in the presence
of the governor-general, who usually wnakes a speech
on the oceasion; and medal are distubuted to such
of the students as distinguish themselves.

Nc.ching can be more beautiful than both the outside
and inside of Fort Wilham. The barracks are hand-
some buildings; and the trees, in the different squares,
render the whole dclightfully cool. There are no
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private houses within the fort; and the public build-
ings seem all in excellent order. Mrs. Graham was
particularly pleased with the forndery and the machine
tor boring cannon. Ncarly opposite to Fort William
is a private dock-yard; and about a mile below it, is
another. .

In the middle of the city a large open space has
been left, in which there is a funk or reservoir, that
covers more than twenty-five acres of ground. It was
dug, by order of the government, to furnish the inha-
bitants of the place with water; as, in the dry season,
the water of the Ganges becomes brackish by the in-
flux of the tide. The numerous springs which rise in
it, prescrve the water always nearly at the same level :
it 1s railed round; and no person 1s sutfered to wash
in i, but all are atliberty to take from it as much
water as they please.

The English society, in Calcutta, is more numerous,
and affords a greater variety of character, and a
greater portion of intcllectual refinement, than that
ot the other presidencies of India.  During the wintér
monthks, Mrs. Graham says, therc are many private
balls and wmasquerades, besides dinner and other par-
tics innumerable. The public rooms are very pretty;
but are too small for the climate, and for thé number
of persons who assemble in them.

Near the city is a cemetery, consisting of several

acres, and called the English burying-ground. 'This is
so closely covered with columns, urns, and obelisks,
that it seems like a city of the dead, It extends on both
sides of the road, so that nothing can be seen beyond it ;
“and the greatest aumber of persons huried there have
dicd under five-and-twenty years of age! It is painful
to consider the number of young men who are eut
oft' during the first two or three years of their re-
sidence in this climate. Multitudes, who had been ac-
customed, in every trifling illness, to the tender
solicitude of parents, of brothers and of sisters, have
died here alone, and have been mourned by strangers.
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Mrs. Graham was shown the dofanical garden, which,
at this time, was under the management of Dr. Rox-
burgh; and she was delighted with the order and ncat-
ness of every part, as well as with the great collcction
of plants, which ha! been here assembled, from every
quarter of the globe.  il’s garden is beantifully situa-
ted on the banks of the Hoogly, and gives the name of
(Garden-reach to a bend or angle of that river. Above
the garden is an extensive plantation of teak-trecs,
which thrive very well here.

The latter part of the month of October is a season
of festivity among the Hindoos at Calcutta. " Mrs.
Graham, ‘under the date of October 25th, says she
heard tom-toms, drums, pipes, and trumpets, in every
corner of the town; and saw processions, in honour of
a Hindoo goddess called Kali, going to a place about
two miles distant, where there hds long been a temple
dedicated to her. In all the bazars, and at every shope
door, were suspended weodcn figures, having human
heads, and the neck stained blood colour; referring, no
doubt, to the human sacrifices, which were formerly
offered to her, the tutelary goddess of Calcutta. ‘Three
wecks before this, the festival of Kali, under the namne
and attributes ot 1)oorga, had been celebrated; and her
images, with those of some other divinities, had been
carried in procession, with great pomp, und bathed in
the river Hoogly, which, being a branch of the Ganges,
is also considered sacred. 'The figures were placed
under canopies, gilded and decked with gaudy colours,
and car..ed upon men’s heads. Several of these mov-
ing temples went in succession, preceded by musical
instruments, banuers, and bare-headed Bramins, They
were followed by cars, drawn by oxen or horses, gaily
caparisoned, bearing the sacrificial utensils, accompa- _
nicd “y other Bramins ; and the procession was closed
by an innumerable multitude of people of all casts,
This feast lasted several days.

Calcutta is the chief mart for the commerce of Ben-
gal, and the residence of the governor-gencral of Inda.
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It is also the scat of justice, and has four judges, who
dispense judgment according to the laws of England.
The police of the city is committed to a superintendant
of police, and to several justices of the peace, who have
certain stated salaries, and by whom all petty delin-
quencies are tried. “ Tannahs” or "guard-houses are
crected in the different districts of the town; and the
3&_rcets are patrolled by a few companies of native sol-
iers. .

Along the Ganges, beyond Calcutta, the scenery is
placid and beautiful. 7The trecs extend to the water’s
cdge, and even into the water, and conceal half the pa-
godas and villages with which the banks of the river,
on cach side, are covered.  Near the bank of the river,
and at the distance of ahout sixteen miles from Calcutta,
is the park of Barrackpore. The Marquis Wellesley
began here the construction of a palace, but was obliged
to discontinuc it, jn conscquence of the frugality of the
East India Company. This spot is peculiarly beautt-
ful. Tamarind, acacia, peepil-trees, and numerous
others, flonrish in great luxuriance; and, as the park
occupies the site of an ancient village, the ruins have
ocrasioned an irregularity of surface, which has beent
improved into little knolls and dells. A small rivulet
supplies several fine tanks in the park: these embellish
the scenery, and furnish food for many aquatic birds
kept in the menagerie.  There is something in thf,':
scenery of this place which reminded Mrs. Graham of
the banks of the 'Thames: similar verdure, similarly
rich foliage, and a similar majestic body of water.
Here too are villas along the banks of the river; but
there are no villages, nor any cottages which could re-
mind her of those in England.

The Danish town of Serampore is immediately op-
posite to Barrackpore. It is now in the hands of the
English, and is the great resort of missionarics, under
whose direction there is a press, where the Seriptures
arc printed in all the castern languages.

L3
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Seventeentl) Pay's Instruction.
HINDG3TAN CONTINUED.

Narrative of a Journey from Calcutta to Agra. From
" Travels in India, by WiLriam IloneEs, R. A.

Mr. Hopees, an artist of distinguished talent, who had
accompanied Captain Cook, in one of his voyages round
the world, was at Calcutta in the beginning of the year
1781. Dwring his residencé there, the governor-
general of India, Warrcn Hastings, Tsq. resolved to
make a tour through the interior of the country, and
Mr. ITodges was permitted to accompany the expe-
- dition,

> On the 25th of June he emharked on the Ganges, in
a kind of boat called a budgerow. The periodical
rains had commenced, and the whole country presented
such a freshness of verdure, and so much vigour and
heauty of foliage, that all nature appeared in the utmost
Tuxuriance.

At a little distance above Caleutta, the vessels passed
the Danish town of Serampore, and beyond it the
Dutch settlement of Chinsurah. ‘The latter is distin-
guishable at a considerable distance, and has a hand-
some appearance. Mr. Hodges next saw the town of
Hoogly. 'This, though now ncarly in ruins, possesses
many vestiges of foriner importance.  In the beginning
of the last century it was a great mart for the export
trade from Bengal to Europe.

In his progress up the river he was shown the great
wilitarystation of Burhampoor, where there are barracks
ior ten thousaud men; and, above it, the island of Cos-
simbuzar. 1n the latter there is a factory, belonging to
the Fast India Company, where a commercial resident
s constantly stationed.  Not far fromm Cossimbuzar is
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che city of Moorshedabhad, [the capital of the provinces
of Bengal, until the cstablishment of the British power.
It is a large but ill-built town, irregular in the construc-
tion of its streets and houses, and wholly destitute of
magnificent buildings, either . public or private.] On
each side of the river were scen numerous villages, and
the country was in a high state of cultivation.

When the vessels arrived at Patna, the shores of the
river were lined with people, and the windows and tops
of the houscs, and cvery wall were crowded. The
governor-general went on shore, but it was with the
utmost difficnlty he could proceed through the multi-
tudes-which surrounded him.  After he had passed, all
seemed to be surprised at the simplicity of his appear-
ance, and at his ready and constant attention to prevent
any injury even to the meanest individual, from the
irascibility of his servants, who endeavonred tokeep them
from pressing upon him. The inhabitants could not
but contrast this appearance and conduct with those of
their nabobs, whom they had never scen except mounted
on lofty clephants, and glittering in splendour, follow-
ed by the soldiery to keep oft’ the multitude- from of-
fending their arrogance and pride.

'The city of Patna, the principal seat of the province
and government ol Bakar, is long but not wide, and
contains a great nmnber of inhabitants. This is the
residenee of the political and commercial chiefs; and
the courts of justice for the province are held here.
‘The buildings are lofty, and the streets narrow, and far
from clean.

Frora Patna, Mr. Ilodges wade an excursion
mnland, about seven wiles, to view the mosque ¢f
‘Moonketr, on the river Sowune.  This  building,
though not large, Is very beantiful, It is of square
torm, with pavilions rising from the angles; and,
“in the centre, s a majestic dome, the top of which is
tiuished by what Indian srelutects call a cullus, that is,
the curve of the dome is not broken, but is continued

Ve

by an inverted curve, until it finishes in a crescent,
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The outer surface of the dome is covered with orna-
ments cut in stone, and in the shape of plantain-leaves.
The great entrance to the mosque is similar to the en-
trances of many of our large Gothic cathedrals, having
columns dimipishing, as it were, in perspective, to the
inner dour. It has 7 large tank, with several buildings
rising from the water, a.1 containing pavilions. The
whole, however, is much decayed.

Mr.,Hodges returned to Patna, and, following the
fleet, he passed the mouth of the river Caramnasia,
and on the 12th of August arrived at Buxar., Thisisa
fort and small. military station. The expcdition pro-
ceeded from this place to Gazipoor, on the eastern
shore of the Ganges, where he saw the ruins of a fine
palace. It stands upon a high bank, and on a point of
land which commands two great reaches of the river,
From the bank, which is at least thirty fect from the
water, is raised a basement of brick and wasonry, fif-
teen feet high. On this is the palace, which is of an
oblong square shape, with pavilions at the angles, and
in the centre of each sidc. The whole has an open
space, supported by colonnades, surrounding it. Within,
on the ground-floor, is a chanuel for water, about four
feet wide ; and, at equal distances, there formerly were
fountains. About two miles inland from the river are
the remains of a serai or caravansera, and, nearly ad-
joining to it are scveral tombs. ‘These buildings are in
a fine taste of Moorish architecture, and in good re-

air.

P From Gazipoor, Mr. Hodges proceeded to Renares,
a dista.ce of twenty English miles, and arrived there
on the day after the governor-general had reached it.
At this.place he anticipated great pleasure, in being
able to contemplate the pure Hindoo manners, arts,
buildings, aad customs, undepraved by any interwix-
turc with those of the Mahometans; and he laid hiy
plans for observing them with the utmost attention.
But an wnhappy rupture with some of the native
powers, which immediately succceded, frustrated, for
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the present, those designs, aud induced not only Mr.
Hodges, but the whole party, to hasten to Chunar, a
place of security, about twenty miles distant.

The Fort of Chunar is situated on the Ganges, ncar
twenty miles ahove Benares. It is built on a rock,
which is fortified all round by a wall, having towers at -
various distances. Near the extremity, which overlooks
the river, is the citadel, of the highest antiquity, and
said to have becn originally built by the Hindoos. In
it is an altar, consisting of a plain black marble
slab, ou which the tutclary deity of the place .is tra-
ditionally supposed to be at all times seated, except
from sunrise until nine o’clock in the moruing, when he
is at Benares, and daring which time, from the super-
stition of the Hindoos, the only attacks can be made by
an encmy with any prospect of success. In various
parts of the fort are old sculptures of Hindoo divinities,
now nearly defaced by time.  There are likewise, on
the gates, some ancient Persion inscriptions, which
mention in whose reign, and by whom, the fort was re-
paired and strengthened.  Chunar has always been con-
sidercd a post of great importance. It was ceded to
the Fnglish East India Company in the year 1772.

The war was soon concluded ; and the whole party
returned to Benrares on the 28th of September.  This
city, being the capital of an extensive district, and par-
ticularly marked as the seat of the Bramin learning, is
an ohject of peculiar interest, especially, sincé the
sahe manners and customs now prevail among the in-
habitants, as prevailed at the remotest period that can
be traced in history; and, in no instances of religious
ot civil life, have they admitted of any innovations

*“from foreigners.

Benares is about four hundred and sixty miles from
Calcutta, and stands on the north side of the river, which
‘is here very broad, and the banks of which are high.
Several Hindoo temples embellish its shores, and are all
ascended by flights of steps from the water.  Many
other public and private buildings possess also consi-
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derable magnificence. Nearly in the middle of the
city is a considerable Mahometan mosque, with two
slender towers or-minarets. The streets are narrow,
and not kept in.good repair, The houses are very
high: Mr. Hodges observed some in which he counted
five stories, each ~tory inhabited by a different family.
The more wealthy Hinl~os, however, live in detached
houses, with open courts, surrounded by walls,
During the hot mouths of the year, from the beginning
of April till the end of June, the heat, in this place, is
very great.

Surrounding the city are many remaing of buildings,
the effects, says Mr. Hodges, of Mahometan intolerance.
One is a large circular cdifice, which'has evidently been
a Hindoo temple, or part of one: there are still vestiges
of some of its ornaments, and on one part Mr. Hodges
found a Grecian scroll.

While this gentleman was pursuing his professional
labours in Benares, he received information that a cere-
mony was to take place on the banks of the river, which
greatly excited his curiosity.  He had often read, and
had repeatedly heard of that horrid custom mnong the
Hindoos, the sacrifice of a wife on the funeral pile of her
husband. Many instances of this practice have, he says,
heen recorded by travellers: Mr. Howell, ina work enti-
tled “Historical Iivents relative to India,” thus accounts
forit. At the demise of Brahma, the great Hindoo
lawgiver, his wives, inconsolable for his loss, resolved
not to survive him, and offered themselves victims, on
his funcral pile. The wives of the chief rajahs, the
first o.licers of the state, being unwilling to have it
thought that they werc deficient in fidelity and aflec-
tion, followed the example set them by the wives of
Brahma. The Bramins, a tribe then recently cstablish-
ed, having pronounced that the spirits of those heroines
had immediately ccased fromn their transmigrations, and
entered the first state of purification, it followed that
their wives clairaed a vight of making the same sacrifice
r0 God, and to the mancs of their deceased hushands.
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At length the wives of other Hindoos canght the enthu-
slastic flame; and thus the heroic acts of a few women
brought aboutageneral custom. The Bramins gave it the
stamp of religion, and instituted forms and ceremonics
that were to accompany the saerifice; subject, however,
to restrictions, which leave it a voluntary act of glory,
prety, and fortitude.  Mr. Howell mentions that he
was present at many of these sacrifices, and particu-
larly records one on the 4th of February, 1743, near
Cossimbuzar, of a young widow of high rank, between

" scventeen and cighteen years of age.  This -infaiuated

woman was strongly urged to live, for the future care
of her cliildren; but, notwithstanding the entrcaties of
her fricnds, and though the agonies of death were
painted to her in the strongest tevms, she, with a calm
and resolute conntenance, put her finger into the fire,
and held it there a considerable time; after which,
with oue hand, she put fire in the palm of the other,
sprinkled incense on it, and fumigated the Bramins.
She was told, by some of her friends, that she would
not be permitted to hurn herself.  This intimation ap-
pearcd to give her decp affliction, and she resolutely re-
plicd, that death was in hier own power; and that, if she
was not allowed to be burnt, according to" the principles
of her east, she would starve herself to death.  Her
fricuds, finding her thus peremptory, were obliged, at

- last, to consent to the dreadful sacrifice.

T'he person whom Mr. Hodges saw was of the Bhyse
or Mcrchant cast.  On repaiving to the spot, on the
banks of the river, where the ceremony was to take
place, he found the body of the man lying on a bier,
and covered with linen, already brought down and laid
Jdar the edge of the river. At this time, about ten in the
morning, only a few people were assembled, and these
seemed to be wholly destitute ot feeling at the catastrophe
wlhiich was to take place.  After waiting a considerable
time, the wife appeared, attended by the Bramins, and
music, with some few relations, The procession was
slow and solemn: the victin moved with a steady and
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firm step; and, apparently, with a perfect composure of
countenance, she approached close to the body of her
husband. She then addressed the persons who accom-

ied her, without the least trepidation of voice or
change of countenwi~e,  She held, in her left hend,
a cocoa-nut, in which ar . colour was mixed np; and,
dipping into it the fore finge» of her right hand, she
marked those who were near her, and to whom she
wished to show the last act of attention, She ohserved
Mr. Hodges attentively; and, with the colour, marked
him on the forehead. She appeayed to be four or five
and twenty years of age. Iler dress was a loose robe
of white flowing drapery, which extended from her
head to her fect. The funeral pile was composed of
dried branches, leaves, and rushes: it had a door on
one side, and was arched and covered at the top; and
by the side of the door stood a man with a lighted
brand. From the time the wowan appeared, to the
taking up of the body to convey it into the pile, about
half an hour was occupied: this was employed in
prayer with the Bramins, in attentions to those who
stood near her, and in conversation with her relatives.
When the body was taken up, she followed close to it,
atteuded by the chief Bramin; and, when it was de-
posited in the pile, she bowed to all aronnd her, and
entered without speaking.  ‘L'he moment she enrered,
the door was closed, and, shortly afterwards, fire was
put to the combustibles.  They iunstantly Hamed, and
immense quantities of dried wood and other matters
were thrown ugion the funeral-pile.  ‘T'his last part of
the ceremony was accompanied with the shouts of the
surrounding multitudes, which prevented their hearing
any scremns that the vietim might have uttered.

Whilst he was at Benares, Mr Hodges received the
. commands of the governor-general to proceed to Bidje-
gar, for .he purpose of making drawings of that place,
and of the fort of Lutteefpoor on the road. After
passing through an open country, the cultivation of
which had not suffered much from the recent disturb~
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ances, he entered the jungles or woods which surround
Lutteefpoor. These consist chiefly of barboos: they
extend close to the walls of the fort, and arc so thick, as,
in some parts, to be impenetrable.  The fort is built of
stone, and has round towers in the walls. It is now in
a ruinous state. ‘

Two miles from this place is a high and difficult
rocky pass, at the top of which the country continues
level and Hat, until within three or four miles of Bidje-
gar, when it sinks, and a natural fosse appears to sur-
round the extremity of the mountains; and the view is
terminated in a low, swampy country. Bidjegar is
fifty miles from Benares, and the fort stands on the top
of a mountain, covered, from the base to the summit,
with wead.  This is the last of a long range of cmi-
nences, which, at this place, rudely decline to the plain,

Mr. Hodges rcturned to Benares; and, not long
afterwards, preparations were made for the departure
of the governor-general, He set out about the end of
December, and, early in the month of January, 1782,
the whole purty arrived at Bauglepoor.

Having obtained permission to visit Agra, and some
other important places in this part of the country, he
procceded thither in a palanquin.  Passing through the
fertile district, known by the name of Dovab, he arrived
at Alluhabud, which stands at the point of confluence
between the two great rivers, Jumna and Ganges,  ‘The
fort of this place, which is of stone, was constructed by
the emperor Acbar; and, from its situation, it com-
mands the navigation of both rivers. Tt is flanked by
round and square towers, and covers so considerable a
space of ground, that a great number of men must have
been requisite for its defence.  Within the walls are
some large arcas, but these are now little more than
beaps of ruins, chiefly covered with the remains of the
crumbled buildings., At the exterior of the fort stands
what is called the city : it, however, consists merely of
thatched huts, and has scarcely a vestage of any con-
siderable house, Allahabad was, at this time, in the
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possession of the nabob of Oude. It had once been the
residence of the Great Mogul.

After continuing there three days, Mr. Hodges pro-
ceeded to Camnporr, a military station on the Ganges.
This is a cantonment v a brigade, amounting, on the
war-cstablishwient, to ten ti~nsand men; and it may be
considered as a great encampment, for all the mnen
have their families with them.

Crossing the Ganges at this place, he continucd his
progress to Lucknomw, now the capital of the province of
Oude, and the residence of Asoph ul Dowlah, the nabob,
who was also vizier of the other part of the cmpire of
the Great Mogul. Jacknow is an extensive city, but
meanly built: the houses consist chiefly of mud walls,
covered with thatch; and many of them are formed of
mats and bamboos, and are thatched with leaves of
palm-trees, and sometimes with straw.

The streets are crooked and narrow. Dnring the
dry season, the dust and heat are intolerable, and
during the rains, the mire is so deep, as to be scarcely
passable. There were, at this time, a great number of
elephants belonging to the nabob and his court, which
were continually passing the streets, either to the palace
or to the river, and occasioned great danger and apnoy-
ance, both to the passengers and the shopkecpers.

" The palace of the nabob was on a high bank, near
the river, and commanded an extensive view. It had
becn greatly extended by the reigning prince, who had
erccted large courts within the walls, and a durbar or
hall of audience, in which he received publicly all per-
sons who were presented.  This durbar consisted of a
range of three arcades, parallel to each other, was sup-
ported by columns in the Moorish style, and was
ascended by steps from a tlower-garden.  The exterior
of the palace reminded Mr. Hodges of what he had
imagined might be the style of a baron’s castle in Eu-
rope, about the twelfth century. Close to the palace,
and separated from it by a narrow, dirty, or dusty road,
was a garden, walled round, and having, at each angle,
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a grand pavilion of brick, covered with chunam or
stuceo, and painted with ornaments, which, at a little
distance, had a rich effect.

I'rom Lucknow, Mr. ITodges made an excursion to
Fyzabad, distant, in a south-easterly dircction, about
eighty wmiles, Having letters of introduction to an
officer in the service of the nabob, he was reccived, at
his cntraiice into the city, by a person who was ordered
to conduct the palanquin-bearers to a house in a large
gavden, which was appropriated to his accommodation.

Fyzapad is a city of considerable extent, and appears
1o contain a great nuber of people, but chicfly of the
lowest elass; for the court, hmving removed to Tuck-
now, drew after it ull the great mceu, and most of the
merchants, banhers, and shroffs or money-changers.
These last. are persons in all the towns, and even vil-
Jages of India, who wmake large sums by their know-
ledge of the exchange, which, in India, is in a state of
constant fluctuation.

There are, in Fyzabad, the remains of many hand-
some brick buildings. That in which Mr. Hodges
resided, had a large and beantiful pavilion over the
gateway or principal entrance.  The ascent to it was by
a narrow staircase, which led to three open rooms, com-
manding a view on one side of the city, and on the
other of the garden and a vast extent of couutry, with
the river Gagra, which is not far distant, and which is
here of considerable width.  Opposite to the gate was a
mosque, with three domes, the centic one very large.
The form of these domes was that of an cgg set on s
point; and the apparent want of firmness at the base,
had a very unpleasant cftect on the eye.  Mr, Hodges
visited the remains of the palace which lad been built
by the late nabob Sujah ul Dowlah. He found it a
vast structure, covering a great extent of gronnd, and
having several arcas or courts, and many scparate
buildings. In the inner court are the remains of a dur-
bar or hall of audience, an elegant edifite, on the same
planas that of the palace at Lucknow, but much richer,
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The grand entrance to the palace is through a large and
handsome gate, which is a place of arns, and at which
a guard is kept.

Nearly adjoining t» Fyzabad are the remains of the
ancient city of Oude. 1i: Colonel Dowe's translation of
Feritsha's history, this is me.tioned as the capital of a
great kingdom, even at so carly a period as one thous
sand two hundred and nine years previously to the
Christian era. But, whatever may have been its former
magnificence, no traces of grandeur arc left. It is,
however, considered a place of sanctity ; and the Hin-
doos perform pilgrimages thither from all quarters of
India. At this place and Fyzabad Mr. Ilodges re-
mained a few days, after which he returncd to Luck-
now.

‘The country through which he had passed; from
Allahabad to ?ucknow, and thence to Fyzabad, had
the same general character; there were very few cone
siderablc elevations to be seen in it. It was ina mo-
derate state of cultivation; and, where it had been
neglected, the negleet had evidently been occasioned
more by a want of capital, than by the natnral sterility
of the soil.  Some of the villages, of which there were
many, were comfortable in their appearance; but the
-inhabitants of others seemed to be in great disivess.

Mr. Hodges returned to Lwckrow, and thence pro-
ceeded to Kfuya,alarge but.wretched town, situated on
a lofty bank ot the river Jumna, and having the remains
ofa for which overlook the stream. Seven days after
he had left Etaya, he reached the Skak Darah, near the
eastern shore of the Jumna. Fere nearly the whole
space, as far as the eve could reach, was a continued”
scene of ruined buildings, tomhs, walls, arches, and
parts of domes,  Along the western bank of the river
were obscrved the ruined palaces of the great omrahs,
A little further the city of Agra presented itself to the
sight, with the great fort and palace; and the prospect
was terminated, towards the south-west, by that vast
monument of eastern elegance, the Tajd Mahel. Mr.
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Hodges pitched his tent in a walled garden, near a spot
on which was encamped an omrah of high rank, the
nabob Mirza Shufteh Khaun, with an army of several
thousand men. This encampment extended over a
great space of ground, and more resembled a city than
a camp. It had shops of every denomination; and
every soldier, and every tradesman and artificer had his
family withhim. I'he tent of the nabob was of crimson
velvet, embroidercd with gold and lined with silk: it
was, however, much torn and moth-eaten, and had,
therefore, no very splendid appCarance.

The weather at this season (about the end.of Febru-
ary) was delightful : the mornings were clear, and so
cool that several of the tanks were frozen over; but, in
the middle of the day, the air was generally hot.

Agra is on the south side of the river,  T'he present
city was raised by the emperor Achar, about 1566. It
was named, from him, Acharabad, and was the princi-
pal seat of bis government. The fort, in which is con-
tained the imperial palace, is of vast extent. Ttisof a
red freestone, and originally had a double wet ditch, of
great width and depth.

Shah Jchan, the grandson of Acbar, disliking the
situation of Agra, in conscquence of the vxcessive heats
to which it was exposed during the smmmer months,
and desirous to raise & metropolis which should bear
his name, built (ahout the year 1631) a great city ad-
joining to the old city of Declhi, and named it Jehana-
bad; but the name, like that of the empire, is now
nearly lost. ‘To people the new city, he is said to have
transported thither one half of the inhabitants of Agra;
and the ruins which immediately ensued in Agra, ren-
dered it necessary to erect, for the sccurity of the people,
another wall, within the old one.

*"T'he whole space between these two walls is now onc
mass of ruins. ‘Towards the Delhi gate of the fort, is
the great mosque, of red stone, but in a state of de-
cay. Adjacent to this is the choke, .or exchange, a
mere ruin; and even the fort itself is going rapidly to
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desolation. In the castern front of the fort was the
imperial residence, built of white marble, covered on
the top with plates of copper, gilt. which to this day
retain their fuli Yistre; aud, at no great distance, is a
mosque, constructed of the same beautiful materials,
and adorned with copper wod gilded ornanents, It is

impossible to contemplate the ruins of this grand and

venerahle city, without feeling the deepest impressions

of melancholy. Mr. Hodges was informed that its.
remains extend, along ghe banks of the river, through a

distance of not less than fourtcen miles. It is dangerous

even to walk among some of them; for, at evéry step,

unless great care be taken, the passenger is liable to

sink, through holes, into covered vaults, which are

now the habitation of poisonous reptiles. The streets

are very narrow,

About six miles from Agra, on the great road lead-
ing to Delli, stands the lomb of the Emperor Acbar.
‘T'his enormous building is in a garden of twenty acres,
regularly planted, with forest and fruit-trees, and many
flowering-shrubs, and walled round. The monument
stands in the centre of the garden. It is a square
building, with gates in the middle of each side, and
pavilions at the angles and over the gates. It con-
sists of five stories, which gradually diminish, and
which also have pavilions at the angles. The domes
of the pavilions are of white marble; but the remain-
der of the building is of red stone, i:* parts intermixed
with wrrble. The fifth or upper story is entirely of
white marble, and has a range of windows extending
round each side. ‘Its interior is curiously inlaid with
black marble. On cach story of this building are
large terraces, which, in the times of the emperors
Jehanguire and Jehan, had coverings' of gold cloth,
supported by pillars of silver. -

From the summits of the minarets or slender towers,
in front of the tomb, the eye ranges over a prodigious
extent of cgtintry, not less than thirty miles in a direct
line, the ;whole of which is flat, and filled with rning
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of ancient grandeur: the river Jurona is scen at a dis«
tance, and the glittering ‘towers of Agra. This fine
country exhibited, in its present state, a mclancholy
proof of the consequences of bad government, of wild
ambition, and the horrors attending civil dissensions.
Surrounding the monument of Acbar are many tombs;
said, by tradition, to have been thosc of his wives.

Along the high road from Agra to Delhi are many
small buildings, each in the form of a square pedéstal,
having a cone, nbout eight feet high, rising from it.
The cones contain a great number of square niches,
in which were formerly placed the heads of malefac-
tors, in terrorem.  ‘These buildings, likewise, served the
purpose of marking the distances on the road.

Two wmiles south-cast of Agra js a beautiful monu-
ment, raiscd by the emperor Shah Jehan, for his be-
loved wife Taje Mahel. It bears her name, and
is called the 7aje Makel. Adjacent to it was
formerly a great bazar, or market, for the richest
manufactures of India, and of forcign countries. This
bazar consisted of six courts, and was encompassed
with great open porticocs; but scarcely u vestige is
now remaining. The Taje Mahel rises immediately
from the river; itis founded on a basc of red froe-
stoune, at the extremity of which are octagonal pavi-
lions, consisting of three storics each.  On the same
hase are two large buildings, each crowned with three
domesof white marble, and having the centre dome
considerably larger than the others. One of these
buildings is 2 mosque; and the other was designed fo*
the accommodation of any great personage who might
visit the tomb. The body of the principal edifice is
octagonal, and, in the middle of each of the sides, is.
raised a vast and pointed arch: and the top, ahove this
arch, rises considerably higher than the other parts of
the building. Those faces which form the octagon,
on cither side of the great arches, have two stories of

inted arches, with recesses, and a low ‘balusirade in
R%nt. Within the several arches which extend round
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the building, are windows, formed, by an open fret-
work, in the solid slab, te give light to the interior.
Beyond this octagonal front, and rising considerably
higher, are four octangular pavilions, with domes; and,
in the centre of the whole, and rising as high as the
domes of the pavihus, is a cone, whence springs the
great dome, swelling frons its basc outwards, and ters
minating on two balls, one above the other, of copper,
gilt, surmounted by a crescent, from the centre of
which a spear-hcad terminates the whole.

The bascst material that has been used for the cen-
tre-part of this building is whitc marble, and the orna-
ments are of various coloured marbles. The fine
materials, the beautiful forms, and the symmetry of
the whole, with the judicious choice of its situation,
far surpassed any thing that Mr. Hodges had ever be«
held.  This tomb, with the adjacent mosque and
buildings, and an highly-ornamented garden, of vast
extent, is said to have required the cmployment of
twenty thousand men, constantly at work, tor twenty-
two years.

Cightentl) Pay's Fnstruction.
HINDOSTAN CONTINUED.

A description of the city qf Dellii*.

Derny, formerly the capital of the Mahometan
sovereignty in Hindostan, and the metropolis of the
Moqul emipire, stands on the western bank of the river

® Trom a paper by Licutenant W. Fraoklin, inserted in
the fourth volume of Asiatic Rescarches.
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Jumna, and about a hundrcd and twenty miles north-
west from Agra. So great was once its exient, that
its ruins arc supposed to cover a space nearly twenty
miles in circuit; and in its environs, towards the north-
west, arc the remains of wany spacious gardens and
cotntry-houses of thic nobility. These were abun-
dantly supplied with water, by a fine artificial canal.
which once fertilized, in its course, a tract of more than
ninety miles in length. ..

The present city (as already stated*) was founded,
about the year 1631, by the emperor Shah Jehan. [t
is abont seven miles in circumference, and has, on
three of its sides, a wall of brick and stone, with a
parapet, and loop-holes for musketry, but no eannon.
In this wall arc seven gates,. with handsome arched
entrances of stone. Near one of these, and in the
centre of a spacious quadrangle, is a madressa ox * col-
lege;” but now shut up, and withont inhabitants.
The apartments for the students are on the sides
of the square, and divided into separate cham-
bers, which are small, but commodious. At the upper
part of the quadrangle is a mosque, built of red stone,
and inlaid with white marble; and, in one corner, is
the tomb of the founder of the college, surrounded by
a shrine of white marble, pierced with lattice-work.
Near the Cabul gate is a garden, in which are twe
tombs; one of the wife of the emperor Mahommed
Shah, and the other of the daughter of Aurung Zebe.

Within the city of New Declhi are the remains of
many splendid palaces, surrounded with high wails,
and oceupying a considerable space of ground. Their
entranccs are through lofty arched gateways of brick
and stone, over which are galleries for music. Before
-each palace is a spacious court-yard, which has been
intended for the reception of the elephants, horses,
and attendants of the visitors. Each palace had a
harem or seraglio, separated by a partition-wall, but

. » See page 237,
. M
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having a communication by private passages. They
all had gardens, with capacious stone-rescrvoirs, and
fountains in the gentre. An ample terrace extends
round each; and, within the walls, were houses and
'.npartments f'or scrvants and followers of every de-
scription. They were, Lkewise, provided with baths,
some of which had beautitul reoms, lined and paved
with white marble, and consisting of five distinct apart-
ments, into which light was admlttcd by glazed win-
dows, at the top of the domes. .

There ave, in Delhx, many finc mosques, some of
which are still in repair, and extremely beantiful.  One
of them, the Jama Musjed, *“ Great Cathedral,” stands
upon a rocky eninence, and is ascended by a Hight of
stone steps, through a handsowe gateway of red stone.
The doors of this gateway arc covered throughout with
plates of wrought brass. The terrace on which it is
situated, is a square of about one thousand four hundred
yards, having, in the centre, a fountain for peiforming
the necessary ablutions previous to prayer.  An arched
colonnade of red stone surrounds the whole terrace,
which is adorned, at convenient distances, with octago-
nal pavilions, accommodated with scats.  The mosque
is of oblong form, and has three magnificent domes ot
white marhlc, intersected with bluck stripes; and two
wmarets, one hundred and thirty fect high, lormed of
bluck marble and red stone alternately.  Lach minaret
has three projecting galleries of white marble, and has
its surmit crowned-with a light octagonal pavilion of

“the sa.ac pubstance.  The whole ijont of the mosque
is faced with large slabs of white marble. Tbe inte-
vior is extremely delicate and beautiful, and has the
pavement, walls, and roof all covered with marble.

The modern city of Shah Jehanabad contains many
goc 1 houses, chiefly built of brick. The sireets are, in
general, natrow; but there, formerly, were two noble
strects,  One of thesé had handsome houses an_cach
side, and wmerchants’ shops, stoved with’ the richest

acticles of all kinds, and supplied with water by
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an aquednct of red stone.  The bazars are, at present,
but inditferently furnished;. for the population of the
city has, of late ycars, been very much reduced.  Some
cotton-cloths are manufactured here, and the inha-
bitants export indigo. They reccive their chief i~
ports, by weans of the northern caravans, which arrive
once a year, and bring with them, from Cabul and
Cashmere, shawls, fruit, and horses,

Among the most splendid cdifices of this city is the
palace, erected by the ecmperor Shah Jehan, It is
situated on the western bank of the Jumna, and is sur-
rounded, except on the sidevnext the river, by a wall
of red stone.  The cireuit is about a mile, and ipeludes
several public buildings; particularly two halls of au~
dicnce, one for the nobility, and the other for people
of every description.  Of these, the former has been
adorned with excessive magnificence; but it has been
much despoiled by invaders. It is one hundred and
titty fect long, and forty feet broad, and, in the cornice
around its interior, arc the following lines, engraved,
in letters of gold, upon white marble: ¢ If there be a
paradise upon earth, this is it:—'tis this, ‘tis this.”
“T'he royal baths consist of three very large apartments,
surinounted by marble dowmes, and admirably finished
within.  The floors, throughout, are paved with mar-
ble, in large slabs, ond there is a fountain in the centre
of cach. Targe rescervoirs of marble, about four fect
deep, arc constructed in different’ parts of the walls.
Light is admitted through the roof by windows of
party-coloured glass.

The royal gardens, constructed by Shah Jeban, were
laid out with adinirable taste, and are said to have cost
the enormous sum of one million sterling; but most of
their valuable and costly materials have long been taken
away. The cntrance to them is through a gateway of
brick; and a canal, lined with stone, and Having walks
on cach side, leads to the Hall of Audience. From
the hall a noble’ canal conducted water to the apari-
ments of the harem. In the front is an open hall, hav.-

M 2
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ing adjoining apartments, the itcrior of which is de-
corated with a beautiful border of white and gold
painting, upon a ground of the finest chunam or stucco.
At the upper =nd of the hall was formerly a marble
throne, elevated abeut three fect from the ground.
The gardens .are suppos.! to be about a mile in cir-
cumference. Surrounding the whole is a lofty brick
wall, which, in niany parts, is now destroyed, and the
extremities of which are flanked with octagonal pa-
vilions of red stone. )

The prospect, southward, as far as the eye can
rcach, is covered witlr the remains of exténsive
mosques, pavilious, gardens, and burying-grounds, all
desolate and in ruins. The environs of this once mag-
nificent and celebrated city appear now nothing more
than a shapeless ieap of ruins; and the country around
is equally forlorn. The best land in its vicinity is on
the banks of the Jumpa; and here considerzble quan-
tities of .corn, rice, millet, and indigo are produced.

Narrative of a Journey from Delhi into the kingdom of
Cabul. By the ITon. Mouxrtstuart ELPHINSTONE,
late envoy to the king of Cabul.

T'ne British government at Calcutla, fearing Jest Buo-
naparte should attempt to penctrate, by land, into
Hindostan, deemed it requisite to congiliate the esteem,
and obtain the 8oloperation of the different princes,
through whose territories it was supposed the troops
of the modern Alexander might endeavour to march,
Among’ these independent sovereigiitics the court of
Cabul held -a high rank;_and, as its konown character
was haughty, and it was suspected of undervaluing the
Epropean nations, it was determined that .a mission
should be fitted out to it, in a style of great splendour.
The chict preparations for its equipment were made at
Delhi; gng Mr. Elpbinstone was placed at the head of
it, in the charactér of envoy to the king of Cabul.
Every thing being completed, the embassy left Del4i
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onthe 13th of October, 1808; and, passing through
Canound® a bundred miles westward, guitted the British
dominions on the 21st. At Cheooroo, six hundred camels
were Jaden with water, in leathern bags; and the mis-
sion, with thirteen elephants, entered the dry conntry.
In these deserts, however, copper-vessels, two of which
formed a load for a camel, were found to answer better
than the bags, which cracked, and spilled much water.
So great was their dread of the desert, that servants of
all descriptions abs¢onded, in great numbers, until the
march was so far advanced that the return became as
difficult as the progress. ‘ .
The first place of importance which the travellers
reached, was Bikaneer. 'This town, which is surround-
ed by a wall, strengthened with roind towers, and
cronwned with jugged battlements, stands in the midst
of a plain of more than ordinary nakedness. Some
Yofty houses, and conspicuous temples, and, at one cor~
ner, an eminent and showy fort, give to it an impos-
ing coxterior; but its: beauty is merely external, and
mud walls, painted red or white, constitute the mass, of
building within. In consequence of a great difficulty
in obtaining water, the wmission was obbiged to halt at
this place eleven days, SN
At Pooggub, where rain-water could be purchased,.
the travellers arrived on the 19th of November, at
dark ; and, on the 21Ist, they reached the froptier of
the king of Cabul’s dominions. Here they were met
by one hundred and fifty soldiers, on camels, belong-
ing to Bahawul Khaun, the governor of this eastern
rovince, who had sent four hundred skins of water,
ﬁ\den on a hundred camels; and four brazen jars,
filled with water from the Hyphasis, and scaled with
the king's signet, for the private drinking of the envoy
and his friends. .
At each successivé stage, on the road to Moujhur,
additional presents of water, brought irom that city,
announced the attention and hospitality of the sove-
reign. The embassy arrived there on the night of the
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22d, A conspicuous mosque stands over the gateway ;
and a.tomb, of which the cupola is ornamerfted with
painted tiles, alse attracts the notice of travellers at
a considerable distance. .The Persian language and
manners here chiefly pr- vail.

After a residence of two (lays, the embassy proceed-
ed; and, in the desért, on the 25th, it witnesscd the
singular phacnomenon of a most magnificent mirage,
which looked like an extensive lake or a very wide
river. 'The water scemed tlear and beautiful, and the
figures of two gentlemen, who rode along it, were re-
flected as distinctly as they would have been in real
water. On the 26th of November, the caravan 1cached
the banks of the Gharra. This river includes the
Hyphasis, or Begah, and the Iysudrus, or Sullege:
ind the Europeans gazed with interest on a stream
which had once bornce the fleet of Alexander the Great.

The governor of Bahawulpoor, preccded by noble
presents, came to pay his respects to the envoy; and, to
the convenient progress of the mission he gave every
facility of information and active service,  Polite,
frank, intelligent, independent, and gencrous, thiy
officer would have done honour to the best Euro-
pean society. Bakawulpoor is four wiles in circuit,
but it includes many gardens of mangue-trees.  The
houses are of unburnt brick, with terraces of mud;
and the city wall is of mud. The soil of the surround-
ing district is a kind of slime, deposited by the river,
and is verv fertile.

On the 11th of December the mission reached
Moultaun, which stands about four miles from the left
bank of the Chenaub, or Acesines. It occupics nearly
five miles in its ciremnference;; and is encompassed by a
wall more thig forty feet high, with towers at regular
distanecs; and has a citadel on a rising ground, Two
magnificent tombs, having high cupolas, covered with
"glazed and painted tiles, form conspicuous ornaments
of the city. The country around it is fertile, well
cultivated, and amply watered from wells.
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The mission lingercd, during many days, in the neigh-
bourhood of Moultuun, waiting the arrival of a wch-
mander, or official person from the king of Cabul, "t
welcome it into his dominions. In the mean time
the gentlemen amused themselves'in shooting, hunting,
and hawking, and were not negligent of statistical ob-
servations, At length the envoy ventured to proceed:
on the 21st of Deceember, he crossed the Acesines,

und on the 7th of January the Indus. At Dern
Lsmael Khaun a delay of 2 month occurred ; the envoy
still waiting for a mehmander. This town s situated
in an extensive wood.(')f date-trees, within an hundred
yards of the Indus, and las a ruineus wall of uaburat’
bricks, a mile and a half in civcumference.  On the 8th
of January the Jong-expeeted mehmander arrived:; and,
under his guidance, the mission left Deva Ismael Khaun, |
and proceeded to ascend the right. bank of the Indus,
towards the metropolis. In the progress of the jowrney
it appeared that the road bad, in many places, been
widened and repaired, for the express accommodation of
the embascy, and hence had arisen the delay of its re-
ecption.

At Calla-bangl the rcad quits the plain cowntry,
and ascends, mmnong successive stages of mountans, into
an Alpine climate. ‘The Indus is here compressed, by
mountains, into a decp channel, only three hundred and
fifty yards broad. The mountains, on each side, have
an abrupt descent into the river, and a road is cut alon
their base for upwards of two miles. This road had.
been widened for the embassy, but it was still so nar-
row, and the rock over it wag so steep, that no camel,
with a bulky load, could pass. To obviate this incon-
venience, twenty-cight boats had been prepared, to con-
.vey, up the river, the largest packages belonging to the
mission. The first part of this pass is actually over-
hung by the town of Calla-baugh, which is built, in a
singular manner, upon the face of the hill. As the
strangers passed bencath, they perceived windows and
balconies at a great height above them, crowded with
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.women and children. The road beyond this was cut
out of solid . salt,. at the foot of cliffs composed wholly
of that mineral, and, in some places, more than cne

- hundred feet high alave the river. The salt was hard,
clear, and almost pure. I+ would have appeared like
‘erystal, had it not been somc vhat streaked and tinged
with red. All the carth, particularly near the town,
was almost blood-red, and this, with the strange and
Beautiful spectacle of the salt rocks, and of the Indus
flowing in,a deep and clear stream, past this extraordi-
nary place, presented such a scene of wonders as can
scldom be witnessed. The camp of the mission was
pitched beyond the pass, in the mouth of a narrow
valley, and in the dry bed of a torrent. Near it were
piles of salt in large blocks, (like stones in. a quarry,)
lying ready for exportation, cither to India or Khoraus-
saum. . !

. Beyond this, at a place called Colaut, the gardens
were observed to abound with plants similar to those
which grow in England, and which are strangers to the
climate-of Hindostan. At Budabeer, six miles from the
metropolis, the mission halted, for the purpose of ar-
ranging several cercmonies of introduction.

On the morning of the 25th of February, after some
confusion respecting the mode of reception, it was per-
mitted to enter Peshawer. There was a great crowd
all the way. The banks, on cach side of the road, were
covered with people, and many persons climbed up
trees to e it pass. The. crowd increased as it
approached he city; bnt the persons accompanying it
were put to no inconvenience, for a party of the-king’s

“horse soldiers, which had come out to meet it, charged
the mob most vigorously, and used théir whips without
the Teast compunction. One nan attracted particular .
notiée. He wore a high red cap of conical shape, with
some folds of cloth round the bottom, and a whitg
plume: he had a short jacket of skin, black pantaloons,
and brown hoots; and was an uncommonly fine figure,

,tall and thin, with a high nose, and an anusated coun=
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tenance. ‘This man, who was mounted o a fine grey
horse, carried a long but pointless spear, and’ with /it
he charged the mol, at full specd, shouting withi a lond
and deep voice. He not only dispersed the mob, but
rode, with the greatest apparent fury, at quiet people,
who were sitting on terraces, and he kept all clear
wherever heewent.  * - .

Near the town the roads were so nartow, and the
progress of the wmission became so slow, that the persons
who accompanied it had time to hear the remarks of
the spectators: these were expressive of wonder at the
procession, and of good will towards the English; but
the crowd and bustle were too great to admit of any
distinct obscrvations. At length the mission reached
the house prepared for it; and the cnvoy and his suite
were ushered into an apartment spread with carpets and
felts, for sitting on. Here they were scated on the
ground, in the Persian manner, and trays of sweetmeats
were placed before them.

On the day of their arfival, their dinner consisted
of dishes sent them by the king, and which they formd
excellent. Afterwards they had English meals; but
the king continued to send breakfast, luncheon, and
dinner, and provisions for two thousand persons, and
for two hundred horses, besides elzphants, &c. nor was
it without great difficulty that the envoy could prevail
with his majesty, ‘at the end of a month, to dispense

_ with this expensive proof of his hospitality.

The first week after the arrival of the mission passed
without the envoy being introduced to the king.  This
delay was occasioied by a dispute respecting the forms
of presentation, which, to Englishmen, appeared to be
somewhat unrcasonable. T'he person to be, introduced
is brought into a court, by two officers, who hold him
firmly by the arms. On coming within sight of the
king, who appears at a high window, he is made to run
forward, for a certain distance, whon he stops for a
moment, and prays for the king. He is then made 1o
run forward again, and to pray once more; and, after

M3 e
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another run, the king calls out, *“khellut,” (a dress,)
which is followed by the Turkish word, * getsheen,”
(hegane,) from an officer of state; @nd the unfortunate
ambassador is'made to run out of the court, and seeés no
more of the king, ur!~«s he is summoned to a private
audicnee in his majesty . closet.  Mr. Elphinstone,
however, afler some difficuity, prevailed with the
ministers of the king to dispense with these humiliating
forms, and he was reccived in the most gracious man-
ner.

_ 'T'he king of Cabul was a handsome man, about thirty
years of age, of an olive complexion, with a black
beard. The expression of his countenance was digni-
fied and pleasing ; his voice was clear, and his address
princely. The Englishmen at first thought that he
wore an armour of jewels, but, on close inspeetion, they
found this to be a mistake, and that his real dress con-
sisted of a green tunic, with large Howers in gold, and

.precious stones, over which were a large breast-plute of
diamonds, shaped like two flattened fleur-de-lis, an or-
nament of the same kind' on each thigh, large emerald
bracelets on the arms, above the clbow, and many other
jewels in diffcrent places,  There wercalso some strings
of very large pearls, put on like cross belts, but loose.
His crown was about’nine inches high, not ernamented
with jewels, as Tinropcan crowns are, but, to appearauce,
entirely tormed of those precious materials.

It scemed to be radiated, and behind the rays ap-
peared peaks of purple velvet: some small branches,

“with penc ats, seemed to project from the crown, and
the whole was extremcly complicated and dazzling.
The throne was covered with a cloth, adorned with
pearls; and, on the cloth, lay a sword and a small
mace, set with jewels. The room was open all round,
and, ir the centre were four lofty columns, and a mar--
ble fountain. The floor was covered with the richest
carpets imaginable, and round the edges of it were slips
of silk, embroidered with gold, for the khauns to stand
o, The view from the hall was beautiful, Iinmedi-
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ately below it was an extensive garden, full of cypresses
and other trees; and, beyond, was a plain of the tichest
verdure imaginable: here and there were picces of water
and shining strcams, and the whole was bounded by
mountains. When the envoy left the king, he was re-
conducted to the Kishik Khaunch, where all the gent
tlemen of the mission received rich dresses of honour.

Deshawer stands in the midst of a circular plain,
about thirty-five miles in diameter. It was now the
inonth  of March, and the distant mountains were
cavered with snow, whilst the plain was clad with the
brightest verdure, and the climate was delicious. The
treex were Just beginning to put forth their leaves.
Many streams ran through the plain: their banks were
fringed with willows and tamarisks. The orchards
vontained 4 profusion of plam, peach, apple, pear,
qnince, and pomegranate-trees, which afforded a greater
display of blossoms than the strungers had ever before
witnessed.  The greatest part of the plain was highly
cultivated, and was irrigated by many artificial canals.
It is almost impossible for a spot of the same cxtent tn
be better peopled.  T'rom one height, Lientenant Mas
cartney took the bearings of thirty-two villages, all
within a cireuit of four miles. These were gencrally
Iarge, remarkably clean and neat, -and almost all of
them were interspersed with trees.  Over the streams
were little bridges of masonry, which had, at each end,
two small towers for ornaments. Except a few pic-
turesque groupes of dates, the only tall trees were the
Jicus religivsa or peepal, and the tamarisk. The leaves
of the latter, being like those of the cypress, and very
thick, the groves that were composed of it were ox-
tremely dark and gloomy. -

The town of Pcshawer stands on an uneven surface.
It is npwards of five miles in circuit, and contains
about one hundred thousand inhabitants. The houses
are built of brick in wooden frames: they are usually
three stotics high, and the lower story is generally oc-
cupied by shops. The strcets are narrow, as might he
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expected, where no wheeled carriages are used : the
are paved, but the pavement slopes down to the kennel,

-which is in the middle, and occasions them to be slip-
pery and inconvenient. Two or three brooks run
through differcnt pac.- of the town, and even these are
skirted with willows and n. ttberry-trees.

There are in Peshawer many mosques; but none
either of them, or ofthe nther public buildings, deserve
notice, except the Balla Iissaur, and the caravansera.
I'he: former of these is a castle. situated on a hill, north
of the town: it contains some fine halls, commands a
romantic prospect, and is adorned with some wery
pleasing and spacious gardens; but, as it is only the oe~
casional residence of the king, it is now much neglected.
Some of the palaces of the great are splendid, but few
of the nobility have houses here.

In the middle of the day, the streets of this town are
crowded with people of all nations and langnages, in
cvery variety of dress and appearance.  Dried {ruits
and nuts, bread, meat, boots, shoes, saddlery, bales of
cloth, hardware, ready-made clothes, hvoks, and mnu-
merable other articles, are either disployed m tiers in
front of the shops, or arc hung on hooks fiow the 100f,
Among the handsemvst shops are those of the fiuit-
erers, and the cook-shops.  Ta the former Indian fruits
are arranged in piles, and in the cook-shops every thing
is served on earthen dishes, pamnted and glazed, so a5 to
look like China. Tn the streets are people ecrying
greens, curds, and other articles, and men corrying
water in lc thern bags at their backs: the latter an~
nounce their commodity by beating on a brazen cup.
With theve are mixed people of the town, in white tur-
bans, some in large white or dark blue frocks, and
athers in sheep-skin cloaks; DPersians, and Afghauns,
in brown woollen tunics, or flowmg mantles, and caps
of black sheeg-.sl\in or coloured silk; Khyberces, with
the straw sandals, and the wild dress and air of their
wountains ; Ilindoos, uniting the peculiar features and
manners of their own nation, to the long beard, and the
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dress of the country; and Hazaurehs, not more Yoo
markable for their conical caps of skin, with the wool,
appearing like a fringe round the edge, and for their
broad faces and little eyes, than for their want of beard,
which is the ornament of every other face in Peshawer.
Among these may be seen a few women, with long white
veils that reach to their feet; and some of the king's
retinue, in the grotesque caps, and fantastic habits, that
mark the class to which each belongs. Sometimes a
troop of armed horsemen passes, and their appearance
is announced by the clatter of their horses’ hoots on the
pavement, and by the jingling of their bridles. Some-
times, when the king is going out, the streets are chok~
ed with horse and. foot; and dromedarics bearing
swivels, and large waved red and green flags. And, at
all times, loaded dromedaries, or heavy Bactrian eamcls, -
covered with shaggy hair, make their way slowly
through the streets; and mules, fastened together in .
circles of eight or ten, are seen by the sides of the road,
going slowly round and rouund, to be coaled after their
labonr, while their keepers are indulging at an eating
liouse, or smoking in the street. - ,
During the residence of the mission at Peshawer, an”
alarming rebellion took place against the king of Cabul.
And the king’s minister, Akram Khaan, who was
known to be on good terms with the English, was sin-
gularly ‘unsuccessful against the enemy. Before the
fivst alarm, excited by the bad news, was over, a Hin-
doo letter-carrier was seized, in one of the passes on
the way to the capital; and areport was spread that he
was charged with a treacherous correspondence between
the English and the rebels.  This story was accompa-
nied by a rumour, that the king of Cabul meant to give
up, to plunder, the quarters and property of the em-
bassy. The whole town of Peshawer was, consequently,
in a ferment. People were scen running up and down
in all directions, preparing their weapons, and”lighting
their matches; and a great mob angrily assembled at
the gates of the caravansera. The gentlemen of the
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embassy continued, however, to sit quictly i the hall,
and to reccive company, but the guards wae donbled,
aud other mesures of dofence were tihen, At length
the kings munstcr made v it to the cuvoy, whiech ter-
mnated il the  <nans of disloyalty that hid heen
weeited  Phoaowd  wased, wd the Tng hsh, after
hwng bocs theaitaned win mass e hoeme the hope
of the maiton  ln thc mcm time, the streneth of the
1 bels contivumg to merease, the hing was adsrsed to
quit Pe lmcar, which was indetcnsaible, md to mudh
for Cab1l  IThis determmation bung tihen, nocessi-
nly micrrupted the negotrtion and doewded the massion
to rctmn without hbanr able to vict the capat il

[€ dul stnds m  romwntic healthy, and pleasant
situshion ontle bk «f 1 conader 1hle 1iver, md w n
the toot of w cxtensinve 1me¢ of mountuas, eallad the
Indim Cmcrus Ity bhout twowmke  m araut s
willid tound  md s detended by two fnnt 1k
houses we chicy bw't of rouszh stonc , el md e
bunt bucks, wd «xhibit v mem appenance 11
Pluc s v constdable tde m cortton doths  Tunt
non, laxd oy hor o md cattle ol 15 moted for s
sast furs which e ficquented by mad mts 11om
Pasy, Chuy and 1 atay |

On the 1 1th of Turc the nvoy md i s ¢ cona
racncd thon retwn, wd procceded, through Cuonl u y,
to ok, 4 fort nen the junction of the tiver Cabul
md Indus - Haco many pasons weorc seen m the 1t
of aessing tho iner o Hoting down sty sittin |, stnde
on nfl¢ d hides of oxen o conturvance wlhich w S
ulopred so long o 1 the time of Mexander the
Gioat Bovend this place they descanded the ngher
Fuds  wmd quatted the climate which 1eccmbled that of
} uope, tor the more sultry 2 mosy hare of the low dis-
f1icts.

The rainv scason hd now set i, and on the 19th of
July « smgulwr wadent occmred  The ren gund
and some of the rantlanen were separated from the
others by the suddan swclling of ¢ brook, which had
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not been a foot decp when they bégan to cross. The
water came down with such surprising violence, ag even
to carry away some loaded camels that were passing at
the time, It rose ten feet within a minute. Nothing
could be grander than this torrent: such was its force,
that it ran in waves like those of Jthe sea, and rose
against the bank, in a ridge, like the surf on the coast
of Coromandel.

Near Banrda was seen a very remarkable building,
At a distance it had the appearance of a cupola; bur,
when approached, it was found to bea solid structure
of hewn stone, on alow, artificial mound, Its height
is seventy feet, and its circumference about one hundred
and fifty paces.  Steps lead to it, and pilasters of great
simplicity, which support a cornice, decorate the base-
meat, and eneircle the whole,  Nothing of the Hindoo
character appeared in the architecture; and the gentle-
men of the mission seem to have been inelined to con-
sider it a Greeian mausoleum,

The Hydaspes was passed at Jellulpoor; and, with-

‘wut any other important occurrence, the mission, not
lung atterwards, reached Delfi,

fRincteentl) Way's Instruction,

TIBET.

¥xw countries have excited more curiosity than Tibet,
whether considered with regard to its local situation,
the peeuliar manners and features of its inhabitants, or
.their religious and civil establishment; yet, until the
embassy sent thither by the goverument at Calcutta, in
the year 1783, under the direction of Captain Turner,
there was, perhaps, no country, similarly circumstanced,
of which our information had been less accurate, or
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our means of observation more limited. It is, how-
ever, now ascertained, that the country is mountainous,
and about sixtecn hundred miles in length, but of un-
cqual breadth. Its mountains arc supposed to be the
- Joftiest in the kuuwu world, some of them measuring
near twenty-eight thousand feet in perpendicular height
above the level of the sea.

Much of the lund js incapable of cultivation. I con-
sists chiefly of low and rocky hills, with scanty vegetgs
tion, or extensive arid plains and stony valleys, of the
most stern and stibborn aspect.  But what is wanting
in fertility on the surface, is compensated by the-rich~
ness bencath; for the tountains abound in valuable
mines and minerals. The principal productions of
Tibet are gold-dust, silver, tincal or borax, rock-salt,
musk, goats’ hair and woollen cloths,  The summits
of the mountains are covered thronghout the year, with
snow; and a practice is here adopted of preparing meat
for carriage, by the action of extreme cold,

During summer the dryness of the atmospherc in
Tibet is very remarkable. It has an effect resembling
that of the scorching winds, which blow over the saudy
soil of Hindostan or along the shores of Coromaudel.
Vegetation is dried to brittleness, and every plant may
be rubbed between the fingers into dust. Hence the
inhabitants, during its continuance, adopt the precan-
tion of covering the ornamental parts of their buildings
with a kind of coarse cotton cloth, which, in some de-
gree, prevents the wood-work from being rent asunder,

‘The spring, from March to May, is marked: by a va-
riable atmospherc; heat, thunder-storms, and, oceasion-
ally, refreshing showers.  From June to September, is
the scason of humidity, when hcavy and continued
rains fill the rivers to their brink, and, in many places,
inundate the country.  From October to March, a clear
and upiform sky succeeds, scldom ebscured either by
fogs or clouds. For three months of this season, a de-
gree of cold is felt, far greater than is known to prevail
in most paris of Europe. ‘
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The inhabitants of Tibethave no distinction of sects or
casts, like the Ilindoos, but are divided into two general
classes. The form of government is a despotism, modi-
ficd by certain usages.  'I'he sovercign has the name of
L.ama, aud is considered to be immaculate, iinmortal,
omunipresent, and omniscient.  He is esteemed the vices
gerent of the only God~the mediator between mortals
and the Supreme Being. The inhabitants view him
ouly in the most amiable light, as perpetually absorbed
in religious duty ; and, when called to bestow attention
nn mankind, as employed only in the office of distribut-~
mg comfort and censolation by his blessing, and in cxer-
cising the first of all artributes, forgiveness and merey.
He is alsn the centre of civil government, which derives,
frow his authority, all its influence and power¥,

The tribute of respeet is paid, in this region, to the
remains of the dead, in various ways. The sovereign
Lamas are deposited entire, in shrines prepared for their .
remains, which, ever afterwards, are considered sacred,
and are visited with religious awe. The bodies of in-
fevior Taamas are usnally burnt, and their ashes are pre-
served, with great care, in little metallic idols, which
have places assigned to them in sacred cabinets,  Com-
mon persons are treated with less ceremony: some of
them are carried to lofty emincnces, and there, after
being disjointed and having the limbs separated, they -
arc left a prey for ravens, kites, and other carnivorous
birds. Others, with less respeet, are committed to the
isual receptacle of the dead, ‘The last, but less fres
quent wode of disposing of the dead, is committing
them to the waters of the river.  Oa onc side of the
nmonastery of T'eshoo Loomboo, Captain Turner was
shown a place, to which the inhabitants convey their
dead. It was a spacious arca, enclosed, on one side, by
the perpendicular rock, and on the others by lofty walls,

* Fqr a further account of the sovereign J.ama, sce the
narrative of Captain Turncr’s Xmbassy.
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raised,. probably, with a view to seclude, from public
obscrvation, the disgusting objects contained within
them. At the top it is uncovered, so as to be open to
the birds; and, at the bottom, a narrow passage is
left throngh the w.''s, necar their foundation, for the
purpose of admitting dug.: or other beasts of prey. On
the rock above, and overhanging the enclosure, a plat-
form had been constructed, for the convenience of pre-
cipitating the dead bodies, with greater easc, over the
walls, into the area.

The Tibetians, in all the coneerns of life, are govern-
by an awful regard to the dictates of superstition, and
place impliciv confidence in what they consider Jucky
and unluchy ddys. Devoted to astrology, they yield a
willing homage to its professors; and, among their
pricsts, some have great eelebrity tor skill in this pre-
tended science,

'T'he religion of 'Fibet séems to be the schismatical
offspring of the Hindoo religion, deriving its origin
from one of the followers of that faith, a disciple of
Budl, who fivst broached the doctrine which now pre-
vails over the wide extent of Tartary. ‘T'he worship
of the Tibetians, however, differs mauch from that of the
Hindobs,  The former assemble in chapels, and auite,
in prodigious numbers, to perform their veligious ser-
vice, which they chaunt in alternate recitative and cho-
rus, accompanicd by a numerous band of loud and pow-
erful instrumeits. ‘The instruments used are all of
enormous size.  The trumpets are more than six feet
long: th - drums arc of parchnient ‘or vellum, stretched
over a copper cauldron, such as, in Hindostan, are call-
ed nobut.  The gong is another of their instruments:
the rest arc chiefly cymbals, hautboys, a kind of double
drums, and conchs, formed ot a large species of shell
called buccinun,

In Libet the very strange practice of what may be
denominatgd polyandry, or of the females having several
husbands, prevails. According to the custom of this
country, one female is permitted to associate her fate
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and fortune with all the brothers of a famil without -
any restriction of age or numbers; but the choic of
the wife i3 the privilege of the cldest brother. When
he has fixed s affections on a female, he makes 2
proposal to her parents.  If his suit is approved, and
the offer is accepted, the parents, with their daughter,
repair to the house of the snitor, where the male and
fomale acquaintance of both parties assemble, and
carouse for three days, with mnsie, dancing, and every
kind of festivity. At the expiration of this time the
marriage is complete.

Narrative of an Embassy ‘/'rmn Calveutla fo the court
of" Teshoo Loumboo in Tibet, By Cayraix Samusin
Terner.

.

Previovsey to the expedition sent out under the‘com-
‘mand of Captain Turner, the only anthentic account of
‘Tibet that had ever appeared, in this country, was a par-
tial deseription, in the Philosopbical Transactions, of &
journcy by Mr. Bogle, who had been sent thither from
Bengal, te explore the country, and to ascertain what
productions of art exr nature wight be of importanee to
Eurgpean commeree; and above all, to facilitate,
through it, a communication with China. 'These obh-
jcets were, however, {for a while, defeated by the death
of Mr. Bogle, and of Teshoo Lama.  As soon, howe
ever, as the Lama, according to the language of the
received prejudices of the inhabitants, had re-appeared
m ‘Tibet, Me. Hastings, then the governor-gencral of
India, resolved to send, into that country, a sceond de-
pntation; and Captain “Turner was appointed to con-
duet it.

. Hesctout, from Caleutta, in the early part of the
veur 1783,  After having left the city, he pagsed
through  Plassay 10 Moorsacdabad ;. then, crossing
the Gunges. he arrived at Rungpoor, a town distant
about two hundred and sixty miles from’Calentta,  He
was accompanied by Licutenant Davis, as draughts-
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man, and®Mr, Saunders in the capacity of surgeon; and
their mode of travelling was in palanquins. The road
lay through an open, level country, inferior to no part
of Bengal in ccltivation and fertility. Its chief produce
is rice, of which it y’~lds two harvests in the year, and
somctimes an intermedizt> crop of mustard-seed: a
great quantity of good tobacro, and some indigo grow,
also in this district. About noon they reached Celu-
matly, a pliin of wide extent, sixteen miles from Rung-
ore. :
Half an hour afterwards they passed Saflobarry,
erossing a wide creek, over which was thrown an ele-
vated bamboo bridge, constructed upon forked props.
Bambhoes, resting in the fork, and covered with split
hambeos, woven into wats, composed the platform,
It wgg strong enough for foot-passengers, but appeared
to be unsale for carriages or cattle.  They continued
their way to Mungulhaut, a large manufacturing town,
twelve miles-from Calamatty, sitnated on the south
side of the river Durlah, which divides the district of
Cooch Buhar frow that of Rungpore. The inhabitants
of this place scemed to pay more attention to the com-
forts and convenience of living, than those of any
town Captain Turner had secu in India.  Their houses,
composed of mats, inserted between frames of bamboo,
were neatly thatched, and each house had a portion of
land encireled with a_hamboo palisade. The streets
‘were spacions, and the principal street conducted the
travellers to the river side, whence they were ferried
across. They saw, upon the river, many boats of large
burden, which, added to the peculiar neatness and regu-
Jarity of the town, gave an air of industry and traffic.
C}zarse catton cloths are the staple commodity. of this
lee. % . - .
P Th > country of Cooch Bahar or Cuskbehur, which
they soqr%afterwards reached, has a most wretched ap-
pearancej¥dnd its inhabitants are a miserable and puny
race. ‘'Fli¥ lower ranks dispose of their children for
slaves, :fo any purchaser, and that for a very trifling
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consideration.  Nothing is tnore common than to-see
a mother dress up her child, and bring it to market,
with no other hope, and no other view, than to enhance
the price she may procure for it. Indeed, the poverty
and wretchedness of these people will forcibly appear,
when we recollect how little is here necessary for the
subsistence of a peasant. The value of this can sel-
dom amount to more than onc penny per day, even
allowing him to make his meal of two pounds ol boiled
;iice, with a due proportion of salt, oil, vegetables, and
<h.

At six o'clock on the morning of the 11th of May, the
gentlemen of the embasgsy departed from Cooch Bahar,
and travelled, near the banks of the river Loorsha, for
upwards of three wiles. Theland was low and marshy,
interspersed with thick woods, and with many shallow
rivulers,  ‘T'he whole face of the country was dreary and
unpleasant, being thinly inhabited, and sparingly cultis
vated. The vegetation was coarse; the gronnd being
almost every where clothed with rank grass, reeds,
and fern,  They crossed some creeks, whose water was
chin-deeps; and  afterwards entered the dreary region
which divides the district of Cooch Bahar, the present
fronticr of Bengal, from the country of Bootan.

Near a-small village, which they passed rthis day,
they saw some clusters of wild pine-apples. That these
grew wild, their condition, and the sitnation in which
they were found, Jeft no room for doubt. : :

At three in the afternoon they arrived av Chiche~
colta, and were conducted to a habitation, situated in
the centre of a large square, formed by a strong em-
hankment, with a double row of bamboos: this was
termed a fort. ‘The house was of a totally different
construction from any in Bengal,  The first apartment,
-which was uscended by a wooden ladder, was elevated
ahout cight fect trom the ground, and sup-orted on
forked props. Bamboos, resting on the forks, served
ag beams. The floor of ane rpom was form.d by mats
of split bamboo, and that of the other by pieces of
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plank, from three to six fect long, and a foot and half
broad, hewn by the axe, and laid on beams of fir. A
prop rose from the centre of the ground-floor, to the
roof, which was of thatch; and the sides of the -room
were encompasst.1 by split bamboos, interwoven lattice-
wisc, £6 as to leave norstices for the admission of light
and air. The apartments ~ere divided by reeds _placed
upright, confined at the top betwcen two flat pieces
of bamboo, and resting at the bottom in a groove.
There was no iron whatever in the whole fabric.  ‘l'he
thatch was very low, and it projected considerably be-
yond the walls, so that the rooms were equally defend-
ed from the rain and the sun.

The first part of the road, from Chichacotta, was bad,
until the travellers came upon a raised causeway, hav-
ing, on either side, high grass, which abounded with
tigers and wild buffaloes.  They continued their course
through this dreary country, for more than cight miles,
and then entered a wood of large and lofty trees, in
which were elephants, rhinoceroses, and bears without
number, though they saw none of these animals. The
country was still flat, until they reached the foot of
the Buxadewar hill. Hcere the road became more
steep, narrow, and rugged, and was perpetually inter-
sected by large masses of coarse marble. The pro-
spects between abrupt and lofty prominences were
inconceivably grand.

At the foot of the Bootan mountaing extends a plain,
which, for about thirty miles in breadth, is choked,
rathér than clothed with the most luxuriant vegetation
imaginable. The exhalations which arisc from the
mnltitude of springs, that arc collected and confined by
these almost impervious woods, ‘gencrate an atmo-
sphere through which no traveller ever passed with
impunity; yet even this spot is not without inhahi-
tants, although its influence has wholly dehased, in
them, th.&wform, the size, and the strength of human
beings gL '

- After baving commenced the ascent of the moun-
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tains, the first place which presented itself to their
view was Buradewar, consisting of ten or twelve
houses, ‘situated upon a level rock, bounded on three
sides, by lofty mountains,” and open only to the south,
which affords a narrow prospect of Dengal. In this
part of the country the vegetable productions of Ben-
gal réquire cultivation; and the appuarance of rasp~
berry-bushes indicates an entire change of clunate.
Continuing their ascent, surrounded by lofty moun-
tains, which were covered to their sunnnits with trees
clothed with moss, the travellers reached a village,
consisting of five or six houses, supported on bamboo
props; und, beyond it another, of about twenty honses,
built of stone, with clay, as a coment.  Raspberries,
strawbernies, peaches, and oranges, were the spontane-
gus productions of the adjacent hills.  Here they
veached  the Z'ekinchu, foaming at the bottom of
high mountains, which frequently alter its ‘course, and
sometinws throw it over stupendous precipices.
Pursumng their ascent, they crossed a bridge of
chains, which extended over the river to Chuka. On
tle Gve chains that support the platform, are placed
several layers of strong coarse mats of bamboo, loosely
put duwn, so as to play with the swing of the bridge;
and a funice on each side, of the same waterials, con~
tributes to the security of the passenger, The castle
of Chuka, a large, square building, on elevated ground,
afforded thein a lodging for the evening. )
From this place the country opens, and presents to
the view many well-cultivated fields, and distant villages.
Lunugga is ten miles distant: the mountains which
cnviron it are covered with fir-trees; and there is
searccly a plant to be seen, which is not similar to those
of Enropean growth. Much of the ro¢k in the neigh-
hourhood cousists of limestone. Eleven miles further,
the castle of Pauga, a square stonc tower, stands on
the side of a rocky eminence. The road to the vil-
lage of Nomnoy led, by the river, along the sides of
the mountains; over which hermitages and villages
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were scattered,r with many portions of cultivated
ground. An orchard in the vicinity of Nomnu yielded
vgalnuts, apples, peaches, pears, apricots, and barber-
ries, e

 As the embaasy approached the capital, the country
became more popuiaus, and better cultivated; the
Tehinchu ran with less rapidity, watering a beautiful
valley, in which not a spot of laud was nncultivated.

Waugoca Jay ten miles from Nomnu, and beyond it the
travellers entered the vale of Tassisudon, the residence
of Budtan raja. On their arrival at the city, they
were conducted to a house at po great distance, from
the palace, and on an eminence high above the viver.

- Early on the morning of Tuesday the 34 of June,
a messenger came to Captain Turner, with notice that
the raja proposed to receive the cmbassy in the course
of that day. 'T'he necessary preparations were accord-
ingly madc{ and, at the appointed hour, the gentlemen
composing it procceded to the palace. Abont noon
they entered, and their appearance excited the asto-
nishment of multitudes, who bad filled the balconies,
crowded about the doors, and occupicd the avenucs,
to gaze at them. ~They were first conducted to a large
apartment on the west side of the great square of the
palace. ‘Thence they were conducted, by the officers
of state, through several passages, and up a great num-
ber of ladders, which counect the different Hoors, till,
at Jength, thcy arrived at the clevated station, occu-
pied by the raja, near the summit of- the citadel.
After a short pause upon the landing-place, the door
was thrown open, and they were ushered into a small,
but well-proportioned room ; which had, on the west
side, an arched balcony, with sliding curtains. This,
the only aperture for the admission of light, was im-~
mediatcly opposite to the door, by which they had en-

. tered ; -and, before it, a screen projected nearly one-
third the breadth of the room. The remaining space
-on the wall, beyond the skreen, was decorated with
portraits, wrought in silk, as stiff and formal as those
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of any heroes that ever appeared in tapestry, The

calls of the room were covered with blue; and the
arches of the balcony, the pillars, and doors, were painted
with vermilion, and ornamented with gilding. The
rajah was habited in a decp garnet-colourcd eloth; and
sat cross-legged, upon a pile of cushions, in a remote
part of the room. At Jus left stood a cabinet of di-
minutive idols, and a varicty of consecrated trinkets,
On his right was an escrutoir, for the deposit of papers;
and, belore him, was a small painted bench, to place
his tea-cup on, and which answered all the purposes of
atable. The several persons of the embassy advanced,
cach (according to the custom in this country) present-
ing to the rajah a white silk scarf, fringed at both ends.
The rajah kept his seat all the time, took them in his
hand. and passed themn to his zempi or master of the
cercoonies.  Captain: Turner delivered also to him
the governor-gencral’s dispatches, which he received
with a smile; and, nodding, with a slow motion of the
head, several times, he laid them upon the beneh be-
fore him. On the other side of the room were placed,
immediatcly opposite to the rajah, three separate piles
of cushions.  "L'he rajah, extending his arm, pointed to
thom, and. with his hand, directed the gentlemen of
the embassy to be seated.  After some time he ad-
dressed Captain Twrner, with many earnest and par-
ticular enquiries, respecting the governdr-gencral, ind
he congratulated the gentlemen on their safe arrival
at I'asisudon. Before the conclusion of the visit, tea
was introduced. This liquor, exiwremely unlike what
they had been used to drink, under the same name, in
LEurope, was a componnd of water, flour, butter, salt,
and bohea tea, with some other articles, all boiled, beaten
up, and intimately blended together. The rajah took
-frequent occasion to converse with the gentlemen; and
treated them with the utmost urbanity. He invited
them to dine with him. “ My food (sajd be) cousists
of the shmplest articles; grain, rvoots, and fruit. T
never cat of any thing that has had breath; for I

N
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should be the indirect cause of putting an end to thc
existence of animai life, which by our religion is strictly
forbidden.” 'T'his prohibition, bowever, may extend
only to the priesthood ; possibly only to the supreme
pontiffs, for u.at, both dressed and raw, is every
where eaten, both iu 'notan and "Libet. ’

The inhabitants of Boyan have invariably black
hirir, which it is their fashion to cut close to the head.
Their cyes are very remarhable: small, black, with
leng pointed corners, as though stretched and extended
Ly artificial means. Their eye-lashes arc so thin as
to be scarcely perceptible; and the eye-brow is but
Luhtly shaded.  Below the cye, is the broadest part
of the taee, which is rather flat, and which narrows,
from the cheek-bone to the chin.  Their skin is re-
markably smooth, and most of them attain a very ad-
vauced age betore they bave ¢ven the rudiments of a
beard,  Captain Tarner says he never beheld a more
florid picture of health than was exhibited in the com-
plesion of the mountaineers of Bootan. The women,
in particnlar, with their jet black hair, and clear, brisk,
Liack vyes, had a ruddiness which tlie most florid Eng-
$isk rustic would, in vain, attempt to rival.

Tasisudon stands in a parrow slip of ground, three
or four miles in length, and its widest part does not
exceed one mile in breadth. Theve is no town, nor,
indeed, is there any house, except that which way al-
fottd for the anbassador, within a mile of the palace:
bt a few clusters of houses are distributed in different
parts among the fields.

The palace of Tasisudon is near the centre of the
valley, and is a building of quadrangular form. The
walls are lofty, and slope a little, from the foundation
to the top.  Above the middle space, is a row of pro-
jeeting halconies, to cach of which are curtains made
o' black hair, that are always drawn at night. Below
these the walls arc pierced with very small windows,
intendedy” apparently, for the purpose of admitting
air ¥ather than light.  There are two entrances; onc
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by a flight of wooden steps, edged with plates of ivon:
and the other, the grand entrance, is by a flight of
stone steps.  After passing through this gateway, Cap-,
tain Turner says he {found himsclf opposite to a cen-
tral squave building, which he denominates the citadeol :
this is the habitation of the sapreme lama. [t con
tains also the chiet of the Beotan idols, called Ma-
Lhamoonie, amidst a multitude of others of interior note.
The ecitadel is seven storvies high, and is covered with
a roof of fir-timbers, sheathed with hoards of dJeal,
which project, on each side, a great way beyond the
walls.  From the centre rises a square piece ot maso-
ry, which supports u canopy of copper, vichly gilt: this
is supposed to be immediately over the great idol.

Near every religions cdifice, in Boutan, a small,
synare temple, containing i bnage, is seen, placed,
like 2 sentinel, by the road-side.  These remples have
cach one small deorway. which always remains closed;
and travellers wicover their heads, and dismonnt {from
their horses, as they pass.

A fow kinds of fruit are tound here in great perfec-
tion. The oranges are exquisite, and the peaches and
apricots are very good. So also is the pomegranate:
walnnts cannot he better.  Captain Turner obseeved
that the corn-fields were neatly eultivated; but. in
in this, the men can clatm but hittle merit, for by fay
the greatest labour fulls upon the women.  They plant,
they weed; and 10 them, eventually, the task falls, of
applying the sickle and the flail. .

Ou the 8th of Septemiber, 1783, after a residence ofe
three months, the travellers Jeft Tasisudon, to prose-
cute their journey to the court of 'F'eeshoo Lima, in
Tibet.” Lofty mountains still impeded their progress ;
and at Paibesa, these appeared as it they were fashion-
cd into hanging gardens, Parois is twenty one miles
from Tasisudon, and the seat of a viceroy, [t stands’
in a valley, and is intersected by thie river Pachu.
This place boasts the ouly market in Bootan, and is
famous for the manufacture of idols, and the forging

N2
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ing of arms. Dekka-jeung or Ducajung, nine miles
_further, is a fortress, built en the crown of a low and
rocky hill. The Pachu rolled its waters at the foot of
the mountains+ and, on the ospposite bank, grazed a
herd of choury tatici! eattle, called “ Yaes.” "The chief
cssential difference betwe ' the vac and an English
bull, consists in a thick coat of long hair, which covers
the former. The tail has so prodigious a quantity of
long, flowing, glossy hair, that it has much the appear-
ance of being set artificially on, These animals are
universally esteemed throughout the cast. They are
useful as beasts of burden, and the cows yicld an
abundant supply of rich milk.

On the sunmiit of Scomoonang, in latitude twenty-
eight degrees, a long row of little inscribed tlags, fixed
m rude he'\pb of - stones, was fluttering in the wind.
These marked the boundarics of Bootan and Tibet.

Bouvtan preseuts to the view nothing bw irregulari-
ties; mountains covered with verdure, and with
forests of large and lofty trees. Almost every fa-
vourable spot, coated with the smallest quantity of
soil, is cleared, and adapted to culuvation, by being
formed into horizontal beds.  Not a slope nor a nar-

- vow slip of land between the ridges, Lies unimproved.
Hence this country combines, in its extent, the most
extravagant traits of rude nature and laborious art.

Tibet, on the other hand, at first sight, appears to
De one of the least favoured countries under heaven,
amd to be, in a great measure, incapable of culture,

dt exhibi.a only low, rocky hills, without any apparent
végetation; or extensive arid plains, of the most stern
and stubborn aspect. Its climate is cold, and bleak
in the extreme; and, tfrom the severe cfvcts of it, the
nhabitants are obliged to seck refuge in sheltered vil-
liys axd hollows, or amidst the warmest aspeets of
th(. rocks s¥ct, perhaps, Providence, in its impartial
‘of blessings, has bestowed on each country
f equal share. ‘The advantages that one of
Bssesses, in fertility, and in the richness of its




CALCUTTA TO TIBET. 269

forests and its fruits, are amply compensated, in the
other, by its multitudinous flocks and invaluable niines.
The variety and quantity of wild-fowl, game, and
beasts of prey, flocks, droves, and herds, in 'l'ibet, are
astonishing. In Bootan, except domestic unimals,
nothing of the kind is to be seen.

Near the castle of Phari, in a valley, at the foot of
Soomoonang, Captain Turner saw a great number of
musk-decr.. A ridge of mountains, that are covered
with snow during the whole year, surrounded the tra-
vellers, after they left Phari.  T'his they concluded to
be thie lottiest part of Tibet, perhaps of all Asia; for
the rivers, on the south side, How, in a southerly di-
rectivn, towards Dengal; while those which origmate
on the north side, run towards, T'eshoo Loomboo, and
augwent the volume of the Burrampooter.  Flere the
travellers saw a great number of’ wild horses, but they
were very shy, and kept at a great distance.

Beyond Phari the country is almost a desert, swept
by impetuous winds, which, during summer, involve
the traveller in clouds of dust, and, in winter, produce
an intense degree of cold.  Shookoo, sixty miles from
Phari, exhibited the first trees which Captain ‘T'urner
had observed in Tibet.  Beyond this place, the country
improved.  The valley of Junsu had the appearance of
having once been a lake; and tradition aflirms that
the whole land of Tibet was covered with waters, till
a native of Gya, in Iindostan, opened a passage toc
them to the sea, through Bengal. Tehukku is situ=
ated in the vale, two wiles from the castle of Jansn.
Tts environs are populous, and a manwtactory of coarse
woollen cloth snpplies the Tibetians with much of their
winter raiment.  ‘The travellers passed through Ducat -
and T'sondue, and not long alterwards, entercd Tesiuo
* Loembov, K
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Thocuticth Dap's Iugtruction.
TIBET CUBTINUED.

description of Feshoo Loombuo, the capital of Tibel.
LA description of Feshoo Loombhoo, the capital of Tibel

Ir the magnificence of Teshoo Loonboo, says Captain
'T'urner, could have been inereased by any external cause,
none could more superbly have adorned its mamicrous
silded canvpies and turrets, than the sun rising in full
splandour, directly opposite to the travellers, as they
entered it. - They were condnceted, through a narrow
stiect, aud, afterwards, throngh the middle of the mo-
nastery, to splendid apartments, bright with gay velours,
and situated, amudst a profusion of gorgeons fiuery, in
the centre of the palace. At the instant of their en-
trance they heard the deep tone of many sonorous in-
struments, which were swnmoning the religious to
their morning ovisons.

No sooner had they entered the apartments allotted
for their accommodation, than messages of complunent
and congratulation were received from the regent, the
brother of the late Lama. and from his cup-bearer, ac-
companicd by «u white silk scarf from cach.  These at-
tentions were followed by an ample supply of refresh-
ments, consisting of large vessels of warm tea, parched
grain, dried Jruits, and various articles of provision.
Captain Turner did not omit to return, by the messen-
gery his due acknowledgments for the attentions of
the regent and cup-bearer, sendirg, at the same time,
a white sille searf’ to cach; for thisis an offering in-
variubly attendant on every intercourse, both in Tibet
and Bootan. A similar piece of silk is transmirted,
under cover, with letters, cven from the most distant
places, whether they are merely complimentary, or re-
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Jate to public business. Of so much hnportance is
this obscrvance considered, that the rajuh of Bootan,
once returned to Mr. Goodlad, the resident at Runp-
pore, a letter which he had forwarded to him {rom
the governor-gencral, merely because it came unat-
tended with a searf, to testify its anthenticity, .
In the morning after Mr. 'Lurner’s arrival, the co-
gent admitted him to an audience.  Accompanied by
bis snite, he was ushered into the presence-chamber, o
Yarge and lofty hall in the palace, of obloug shape, s~
rounded by a colonnade, and lighted by an opcuing
over the centre. The pillars of the colonnade wore
painted with vermilion, and richly ornomented with
sold; as were also the edges of the scalloped arches,
and the mouldings over them.  Various symbolical de~
vices were likewise represented in the gilding above the
arches.  The walls were painted blue, skirted by two
Hroad filiets of red, and one of yellow, ‘'The floor was
mottled with brown and white flint, intermixced with
some kind of composition, which admitted a high
polish. No window nor door opened into this hall,
except that of the entrance. At the end immediately
apposite to the entrance, stood the throne of the Jate
Teshoo Lama, in a recess, elevated aboui five feet
above the floor, surmounted with cushions of yellow
satin, and decorated, on cach side, with lumgings ot
varinns-coloured silks, and rich brocades. At the foor
of the throne were thin tapers, of the same hind of
composition as the incense which is hurot in the fera-
ples; and vases filled with aromatic wood, which, con-
suming slowly, powerfully perfumed the hall.  From
this seat the 'I'eshoo Lawa dispenses justicr, and con-
fers his solemn benedictign upon the people.
Advancing to the upper end of the hall, Captain
Turner found the regent and his cup-bearer seated on
elevated satin cushions, hencath the colonnade, and on
the left side of the throne. White silk scarts were
presented by him, and the gentleman who accompanied
bim, Captain Turner also, on dclivering the gover-



72 - A DESCRIPTION OF

nor-general's dispatches into the regent’s hands, dex
livered, at the same time, a string of pearls and coral;
and other presents, which he had brought, were placed
before the regent.

.The regent assuscd Captain Turner that the present
and the late Teshoo Lama were one and the same:
that there was no other dihivonce whatever between
them, except that the present Lama was yet merely.an
infant, his spirit having but just returned into the
world. He was at present, thercefore, incapable of ac-
tion, and unable to comfort them with his voice. The
thoughts and time of his ministers and attendants, the
regent said, were; as yet, solely employed in the care
of his person, under a hope that he would scon be able
to- confer upon them his blessing. T'he regent lament-
ed the misfortune of the late Lama’s decease, which
had taken place at Pekin; and he assured Captain
Turner of the firm and unshaken attachment which
‘the Lama had entertaincd for Mr. Hastings, the gover-
nor-gencral. He said that the emperor of China, on
receiving intelligence of the Lama's regeneratior, had
sent ambassadors with letters of congratulation, en-
joining, in the strongest terms, that care should be
taken to conduct his education in the strictest privacy,
and not to suffer any strangers to be admitted into his
presence:  Both the regent and cup-bearer said much
respecting the sad calamity they had experienced by
the Lama's baving withdrawn himself from the world,
in conséxjucnce of their offences; nor did they omit
strongly to cxpress their sense of the blessing, that he
had been pleased to appear again so early in the
flesli. .
" Captain Turner was informed that' the infant Lama
still continued to reside in the dwelling where be was
first ‘discovered, in the valley of Painom; but, that it
was propused to convey him, within a few days, to a
monastery prepared for his reception, near the summit
of a mountain, distant about two days’ journey from
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Teshoo Loomboo, and that all the court was to attend
his rcemoval.

On the ensuing day, Cn{)tain Turner, according ta
an invitation which he had received, paid a visit of
ceremony to Soopoon Choomboo, the cup-bearer. He-
was by birth a Mantchieux Tartar, and had held the
second rank in the court of 'Teshoo Laomboo. Tlis
office was to receive and communicate the Lama’s com-
mands: he made all the arrangements necessary for
the celebration of the great festivals of religion; was
always personally attendant on the Lama; was his
cupzbearer; had the charge of the wardrobe; and to
his immediate care was entrusted all the wealth of the
sovereign. It was also his duty to bring and place
before the Lama all his food, and, in particular, to
pour out his tea, of which it was requisite for him first
to taste, .

The grand ceremony of removing the Tama com-
meneed on the 28th of September.  He was attended
by a very nunierous conconrse of people, and was fol-
lowed with every possible display of enthusiastic -
homage. So great was his retinue, and so frequently
was it impeded by successive crowds of votarics, who
threw themselves before him, in humble prostration,
that, although the distance was not more than sixtcen
miles, it became neccessary to form an intermediate
camp for the night. On the ensuing day, alter having
placed him in the monastery, together with his father
and wother, to whose carc he was still very properly
committed, the regent and his retinue returned to
Teshoo Loombhoo. :

Captain T'wrner had been extremely desirous of view-
ing the interior of some of those magnificent edifices, in
the midst of which he had taken up his abode; and
which continually excited his curiosity, by the profuse
and costly ornaments bestowed upon’ their exterior.”
The frequent recurrence of solemn sonnds, from a
great variety of deep-toned instruments, after short
pauses of profound-silence; the low hunrof invocation,

o N 3 : ' '
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during both night and day; and occasionally the morc
vociferous clamour of crowded congregations, joined
with a full choral band, left him no room to doubt
that he was close to the scene of some of the most
soleran and mysterious ceremonics of the Tibetian reli-
gion. From varweu: enquiries, he at length collected
that the chapel in which -he gylongs (or priests) met
to ofler up their daily prayers, was but a little distimec
from the place in which he resided. Their stared
periods of devotion were the rising of the sun, noon,
and sup-set.  Of two thousand five hundred gylongs,
appointed for the servicc of the monastery, the greater
number were expeeted to be present on cach occa-
sion. )

"T'he suite of apartments aHotted to Captain Turner,
and the companions of his travels, had been erected
by the late Teshoo Yiama, for his own private resi-
dence, whenever he close to retire into wnintervupted
solitude.  In an adjacent building, on the right hand,
were now lodged his mortal remains; and in another, on
the lett, were those of au preceding Lama.  Captain
Turner obtained permisssion from the regent to visit
the former of these edifices.

ITe was’ conducted to it through a private passage;
and entered, Ly a small gate, into the enclosure of the
mausolemm,  Three sides of the .building were sur-
rounded with a colonnade; for the occasional accoms
modation of pilgrims, and other devotees. On the
walls of this colonnade were rudely painted many em-
blematic figures, in gigantic proportions: two of these
were of emormous -size, depicted with hideous coun-

. tenances, and coloured blue and scarlet.  ‘I’he columns
were painted with vermilion, and ornamented with gild-
ing. In the centre of the colounade was a large gate,
which opened to a principal avenue of the monastery.
Immediately opposite to this gate was the portico of
the mansoleum.  Bencath the portico sat a priest, who
vead from a hook which was before him, apparently
regardlcss of the presence of the strangers, It was the
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duty of this and of other priests, to relieve each other,
in praying incessantly upon the same spot, and in keep-~,
ing alive the sacred fire, that burns betore the shrine.
Two ponderous doors, painted with vermilion, and
cmbossed with huge gilded knobs, closed the entrance
to the mausoleum. When these were opened, the
huilding was secn to contain a most beautiful pyramid,
the sides of which were encased with plates of solid
silver.  On each step of its formation, from the base
to the vertex, were arranged innwmerable kinds of
raritics, and articles of curious workmanship, which
hid been presented, at different times, as oflerings to
the late Lama. Among these, were various costly
snufi-boxes, and valuable trinkets; with choice speci-
mens of China, large jars of old bluc Japan, und
masses of lapis Jazuli, variously arranged and disposed.
Ahout breast-high, from the basc of the pyramid, was
one step considerably deeper than the rest; and, in
front of this, were represented two lions, rampant, carv-
cd in relievo, and between them a buman figure, play-
ing upon a stringed instrument. Other musical in-
struments were placed upon ecach extremity of the
step.

At the foot of the pyramid, the body of the Lama
was deposited in a coffin of pure gold, made by com.
mand of .the emperor of China; and in this it
had been conveyed, with the utmost solaipnity and
state, from Pckin to Teshoo Loownbao. It is cus-
tomary in Tibet, to preserve entire the mortal remains
of the sovercign Lamas only: every other corpse is
either consumed by fire, or is given to be the promis-
cuous food of beasts and birds of prey. Immediately
after death, the body of the Tama is placed upriglu,
sitting in an attitude of devotion, the legs folded be-
neath, the instép resting. under cach thigh, and the=
soles of the feet twrned upward, The late Teshou
Lama is represented in any cifigy of gold, which
crowns the pyramid, and is placed within the coneave
of a large shell, radiated alternately with white and
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red; the edges being scalloped, and projecting so far
as to form a canopy, which cncloses, within its hollow,
the whole body of the figure. [tis represented sitting
upon cushions. Round the borders of the canopy are
suspended all the vorious rosaries, of the richest gems,
which had been usea Ww the Lawma during his life:
these consist of pearls, en valds, rabiwes. sapphires,
coral, amber, crystal, lapis lazuli, and other articles,
intermixed, and hanging in festoons.  On the right of
the pyramud is another mmage of the Lama, as Lage as
Jife. It 1s placed in a sort of pulpit, beneath a eanopy
of silk, and in an attitude of devotion.  This image s
said to be of solid silver, gilt.  In front of the pyra-
mid, on an altar covered with a white cloth, arc spread
the common objects of daily oblation: snch as fruit
and flowers, with various kinds of corn and oil; and,
interimxed among the offerings, Captain Twminer ob-
served several Limps burning.  On cach side of the
pyramid, suspended by one end from the ceiling, hung
whole picces of the most beautiful silks and satine

Close to the pyramid were two picees of black velvet,
cmbroidered all over with pearls, in squates, hke net-
work, and finished with a border of the same, On
the surrounding walls, fiom the hottom to the top,
were painted many rows of gylongs, in the act of pray-
ing. Upon the floor, and on all sides, were high piles
of sacred books, appertaining to the religion of the
Lamas.

The buflding which constitutes the exterior of this
mausolenny, when viewed at some distance, is.geen to
be of considerable magnitude and beauty. It stands
on the side of a rocky hill, and towers ahove the mo-
nastery, The walls are built so much thicker at the
base, as to give them a very perceptible slope; and the
middle ot the building has a window above the por-
tico, furrished with curtains of black mohair. On the
suunmit is a’‘spacious tented canopy, richly gilt, which
is supposcd to stand immediately over the remains of
the Lama and the centre of the pyramid. Its ridge is
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decorated with the Chinese dragon, whose convolu-
tions fill up the whole of that space; and round the
canopy arc hung a great number of small bells, which,
as well as those that are distributed about all the pro-
jections of the buildings, make an inconccivable jingle,
with every breeze that blows.,

Captain Turner, deseribing Teshoo Loomhoo, says
that it 15 a large monastery, consisting of three or
towr hundred houses, the habitations of the gvlongs;
besules temples, mawsoleums, md the palace of the
sovereign pontiff.  In the latter are comprised the
redndences of the regent, and of all the subordinate
ollicers, both rcelesiastical and envil, belonging to the
court, The palace 1s meluded within the hollow face
of a lofty rock, and has a southern aspeet.  Its buld-
mes are all of stone, Hlat-roofed, and cach is crowned
with a paapet, which rises considerably above the |
root.  Tn the formation of the 100f, heath and brush-
wood are mserted betwixt frames of tunber, to the
depth of thiee or four feet; having the ends, cxternally,
made even with gieat eare, s0 as, at a distance, not to
be distinguishable from masonry.  These roofs are
stamcd of a deep garnet colour. a tinge which the cus-
tom of Tibet has vwmversally adopted, to distinginsh
places of rehgious establishent,

All the houses have windows, of which the centre,
or prineipal window, projects beyond the walls, and
forms @ haleony. They are not closed with shutters, but
with blich mohair cwtams.  The principal apartment
in the upper story has an opening ovcer it, covered
with a moveable shed, which serves the purpose of
sometumcs adnutting the hght and air; and, in wintcr,
the grateful vwarnth of the sun.  The tops of the wally
are adoincd with a kind of eylindrical ornaments, some
" of which are plain, covered with black cloth, crossed
by a white fillct; whilst others arc of copper, burnish-
ed with gold.  And as, m this article, the Tibetians
have been very proluse, particularly about the palace,
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and all the mausoleums, the view of the monastery, on
approaching it from the plain, is pecu]iarlly~splendid.
The plain of Teshoo Loomboo, which iy perfectly
iével, is ‘encompassed by rocky hills. Its direction is
north and south; its extreme length about fifteen
iniles, and its greates: breadth from five to six miles,
It narrows towards the notth; and the rock, upon the
southern face of which the rionastery is situated, oc-
cupics nearly the whole width of the valley. The
abruptness with which the hills rise from this plain is
very remarkable, They are all of a rocky texture,
and of the colour of rusty iron, '

Narrative of the return of the Embassy from Teshou
Loombuo to Bengal.

Arovr the end of November, all the important objects
of his mission having been completed; and Captain
Turner having had his final andience with the regent,
he prepared dor his return to Bengal.  Ile left Teshioo
Loomboo on the 2d of December.

IHuving leisurely travelled through the valley, he
halted, for the night, at Z'sondue, ten miles from Te-
shoo Loomboo.  Near this village was a shallow
brook, the waters of which were frozen over. e
sent for his skates; and, to the cxtreme astonish-
ment of the inhabitants, he and Mr. Saunders amused
themselves for two hours, by skating upon a narrow
piece of ice, more than a wile in length. They were
perhaps the first Englishmen who had ever signalized
themselves by skating in the parallel of twenty-seven
and twenty-eight degrees of north latitude. .

From this village the travellers passed through a
narrow defile, in the midst of roeks and hills, until
they reached the foot of- a mountain, on the sunmit of *
which is situated the monastery of Terpaling. The
road, to-the gates of the monastery, was of stecp ass
cent. The T'eshoo Lama, at this time, resided in a
palace; in the centre of this monastery. ’
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On .the morning of Tuesday, the 4th of December;,
Captain Turncr was permitted to visit him.  He was
placed, in great form, upon a scat of silk “cushions,
clevated to the height of about four feet above the
ground. A picce of embroidered silk covered the top
of the seat, and the sides were decovated with picees. of
silk, of varions colours, suspended” from the upper
edge, and hanging down, On the left side stood his
father and mother; and, on the other, an officer who
was particnlarly appointed to wait upon him,

Atter the ceremony of introduction, a multitude of
persons, all those who had been ordered to escort Cap-
tain Lurner, were adinitted into his presence, and al-
lowed to make their prostrations, The Lama, thongh
quitc an infant, turned towards them, and received
them all with a cheertul look of complacency. During
the whole time that the strangers were in the room,
Captain Turner obsevved that the Lama’s eyes were
scarcely ever turned from the Englishmen; and, when
ther cups were empty of tea, he appeared uneasy? and,
threwing back his head, and contracting the skin of his
brow, continued to make a noise, (for he could not
speak,) until they were filled again. [le took some
burnt sugar out of a golden cup, and stretching out
his Iittle arm, made a motion to his attendants to give
it to Captain Turner.  He sent some, in like maunner,
to Mr. Saunders.

Captain Turner, thongh visiting an infant, found
bimself under the necessity of saying something; for
it was hinted to him that, notwithstanding the Lama
was unahle to reply, it was not to be inferred that he
could not understand.  During the short speech made
by this gentlemen, the little creature turned, and looked
stedtastly towards him, with the appearance of mnch at-
tention; and nodded, with repeated but slow movements
of the head, as though he understood and approved of
cvery word, but could not .utter a reply, His whole
attention was dirceted to the Englishmen: he was si-
lent and sedate, never once lookihg towards his pa-
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rents, as if under their influence at the time; and, with
whatever,pains his manners might have been so cor-
rectly formed, Captain Turner says that his behaviour,
- on this oc¢asion, appeared perfectly natural and spon-
taneous, and not directed by any external action or
sign of authority.

He was, at this time, only ¢izhteen months old; and
though unable to speak a word, n> made the most ¢x-
pressive signs, and conducted himself with astonishing
dignity and decorum.  His mother, who stood by him,
appeared to he about twenty-five years of age. She
was richly dressed, low in person, but somewhat hand-
some, though possessing a true 'Fartar countenance.
The father of the Lama was habited in a yellow satin
garment, wrought with gold, and emblazoned with the
imperial dragon.

After some subsequent intercourse with the parents
of the Lama, and also with the Lama himself, Captain
Turner and his party once more set out on their jour-
ney ehomeward. They quitted the gates of the
monastery, and descended to the valley. erossing
a narrow watercourse, which divided the hill they
had left, from another on the opposite side.  Having
ascended this, they came down, soon afterwards, upon
a wide plain, boundedon all sides by naked emincnces;
upon the summit of oné of which, and on its southern
side, was a large religious settlement of female devo.
tees. This kind of edifice is called Annee Goomba.
Like the gylongs of Terpaling, the annees rise to their
orisons, chaunt their mid-day mass; and, after they
have concluded their vespers, retire to their solitary
cells, The party halted for the night, and pitched their
tents near a small and solitary village.

On the following morning, they again proceeded on
their route. 'l‘ibet\ docs not exhibit, at this scason
of the year, either a rich or a varied aspect. It is all
a leafless, dreary scene; not a blade of grass, and
scarcely any remains of verdure are to be discerned.
One uniform russet-brown covers alike the valleys"and
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the Lills. On the summits of the latter, in some sita=
ations, springs are seen arrested in their fall, and con.
verted into solid monuments of ice, firmly fixed, until
the genial warmth of summer shall return to make
thenmt flow. Some of them now in view, were of pro-
digious bulk and altitude, resembling immense columns,
and they greatly contributed, with the universal naked.
ness of both hills and valleys, to impress the tra-
veller with an idea of the bleakness of the region, and
the severity of the season.

The atmosphere, indeed, was now, in an extreme de-
grée, keen and pure, and was clear even to brilliancy.
Duaring three months that Captain Turner had passed
in Tibet, he had not witessed three cloudy days. The
dryness of the soil, and the scantiness of vegetation,
contribute little towards charging the air with humidity,”
The dust, indeed, was, for a time, extremely trouble-
some; but, in this country, it is the practice of the
husbandman, at the approach of winter, to cover the -
low lands in the vaileys with water. 'This encases
their surface, as it were, with a sheet of ice, and pre-
vents their being stripped of the soil by the winds.

Nothing afterwards occurred, in the course of theix
journey towards Bengal, which merited particular re-
mark, except the extreme severity of cold, of' which
they soon became thoroughly sensible, and the extra-
ordinary circumstance of finding large lakes, frozento a
great depth, in so low a latitude as twenty-cight de-
grees, They saw great numbers of the species of
goat, whosc coat affords materials for that exquisitely
fine and beautiful manufacture, the shawl. ‘These
werce feeding in large flocks, upon the thin, dry herbage
that covers the hills,

On Captain Turner’s arrival at Rungpore, he re-
ceived orders, from the governor-general, to proceed
without delay, and join him at Patna, in the provinee
of Bahar. There he had the satislaction to meet him,
and to be honoured with his entire aporobation of the
canduct and execution of the mission,
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BIRMAX EMPIRE AND SIAM.

Twentp-first Dap’s Instruction,
BIRMAN EMPIRE AND SIAM.

Tue Birman empire, which eouprises the two kingdoms
of Ava and Pegu, lies betwecen Hindostan and China.
Its southern provinces are finely watered, and produce
as luxuriant crops of rice as the finest parts of Bengal.
The northern districts partly consist of rnde mountains;
but these are interspersed with rich plains and valleys,
in which wheat, of excellent quality, is raised. This
part of the country yicldg some gold and silver, and a
considerable quantity of diamonds and precious stones;
but teak timber is the commercial staple of the empire.

The salubrity of the climate is attested by the health
and vigour of the ¢nhabitunts. ‘These, who are said to
be not fewer than seventecn millions in number, arve a
bold, cheerful, and enterprising pcople, full of activity
and curiosity ; always in scarch of armusement, and not
fastidious in the choice of it. The feinales, though cx-
cmpted from that restraint which is usual in the cast,
are, nevertheless, subjected to severe labour, and are
often hought and sold, almost as slaves.

In this, as in other countries cast of India, the csta-
blished religion is that of Boodh or Buddha. Under
the name of Gaudma, Goutama, or Goduma, this
imaginary being is the nniversal object of worship.
He is, howevep; supposed 4o administer the athiirs of
the world onﬁm‘ing a certain period, having had pre-
decessors, and being expected to have successors.  He
ig represented as young, with a placid countenance, and,
usually, as sitting cross-legged on a throne. The Bir-
man temples éfe generally of pyramidal form. Gilding
is the orn.ment most studiously employed in them, and
many devotees undertake to gild a patch, without any
regard to the incangruous appearance it makes. The
images are sometimes of gigantic magnitude, Dr, Bu-
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chanan ’%aw, in Ava, one thit was composed of a single
block of white alabaster, and of magnitude so great
that each finger was equal in size to the leg and thigh of
alarge man. Kioums or monasteries, the inmates of
which devote themselves to celibacy, and protess abs
straction from all worldly concerns, are characteristic of
the religion of Gaudina; and some of thew, from their
magnitude and their inimense profasion of gilded co-
lumns, have a truly magniticent appearance,

The constitution of the Birman empire does not appear
much to ditfer from that of the other monarchics of Asia.
In principle it is entirely despotic; the will of the sove-
reign being the supreme law. The Birmans are cone
sidered to be a nation of soldiers, yet, with the exeep-
tion of the royal guards, no regular army is maintained,
When the king wishes to raise an army, he sends an
order to his viceroys and governors, fixing the number
of men whieh cach is to furnish.  The soldicrs reccive
arms, and a certain proportion of grain, but no pays
and, when the campaign is over, they arc dllowed to ve- .
turn home.  The most imposing foree of this people
consists of their war-boats. These are ecach hollowed
out of the solid trunk of a teak-trec; and some of them
are from cighty to one hundred feet long, and carry
from fifty to sixty armed rowers, besides thirty, soldicrs.

The Birmans are not a people destitute of literalure.
They have manuscripts written even upon thin sheets of
ivory, stained black, with the characters enamelled or
gilded ; but their connmon books are written, with an
iron pen, on palmyra canes. The more clegant kinds
have their boards lacquered and ornamented with gild-
ing, dnd are wrapt in silk cloth, bonnd round with a
fillet, into which the title of the hook is woven. In the

,royal library the books arc deposited in large chests,
lacquered and gilded ; and having the contents of cach
chest marked, in letters of gold, upon the lid,  The
greatest pumber of books, in the royal library, appear
to relate to the mysteries of the Birmvon religion; but
there aré also treatises on history, music, medicine,
painting, and romance.
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This people have very little knowledge of medicine.
Dr. Buchanan, who accompanicd Major Symes in his
embassy to Ava,"was consulted by scveral of the prin~
cipal persons, respecting their diseases; and he found
that he was expcvted to cure them by supernatural
means, and even to gv - medicines which would render
them invulnerable. When « Birman physician is called
to attend a young lady, seriously indisposed, it is not an
uncommon stipulation that, if he efiects a cure, he shall
reccive her as a wife. .

Narrative of an Embassy from Caleutta o the kingdom
i of Ava. By Masor Symes.

Somz delinquents of the Birman empire had taken refuge
within the boundary of the British territories; and the
Birman monarch, too haughty to solicit their being given
up, marched an army abruptly into the East India Com-
pany's districts, with orders to his generals, to bring back
the fugitives, dead or alive. By the discreet conduct of the
British commander, the dispute, however, was amicably
adjusted ; but to prevent the occurrence of future acts
of hostility; to impress the sovereign of Ava with
suitable idcas, both of the power and friendly disposition
of the English nation; and to accommodate matters of a
commercial nature, the governor-general, Sir John
Shore, (the present Lord Teignmouth,) thought it expe-
dient to send a formal dcputation to the Birman court.
For thi« purposc a mission was dispatched, composed of
~Major Symes, Dr. Francis Buchanan, and Mr. Wood,
who set sil from Caleutta on the 21st of February,
1795 ; and, about the middle of March, landed at Ran-
goon, the principal sea-port of the Birman dominions.
" Thisis a considerable town. containing about five
thousand houses, and thirty thousand inhabitants. The
streets . re narrow, and annoyed with swine and dogs;
but they. aré clean and well-paved. T'he houses of the
princjfig inhabitants are within a fortified space, the de-
fences of which, however, are very weak. :
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Fron?Rangeon the cmbassy procceded, by water, to
Pegu, distant about ninety miles, and through a conntry
bearing marks of former culture and population, but
almost reduced to a desert hy a long series of wars.
Pegu, once a place of great extent and population, had
been plunged into a state of ruin, froma which it was
just begiuning to emerge, An clegant plan for a new
town had been formed, covering about half the former
site; but there was a difficulty in finding inhabitants.
It, however, still retained its brightest ornament, a
building called the Temple of Shoemadoo, or the Golden
Supreme. Itis raised on two terraces; onc side of the
exterior terrace being one thousand three hundred and
ninety-one fect in length.  The bedy of the edifice is of
pyramidal form, rapidly diminishing in breadth as it
ascends. At the top is an ornamented spire, surmounted
by a tee or umbrella of stone, fifty-six feet high. The
whole structure has much the appearance of a large
speaking -trumpet.  Its ornaments are light and showy,
and its height, from the ground, is threc hundred and
sixty-onc feet. ‘This building is solid, without any
aperture or excavation.

The embassy was well received, both by the viceroy
and by the inhabitants of Pegu. The latter showed an
extreme but courteous and peaccable curiosity. Those
of the higher classes came to visit Major Symes, with
very little ceremony, sometimes requesting permission
at the door, and sometimes not. They, however,
wercly cntercd the outer ball, and scated themselves,
cross-legged, on the floor, without attempting to pene-
trate into the inner apartiments, or touching any thing;
and,®vhen asked to depart, they always cheerfully ac-
quiesced.

Major Symes happened to £ in Pegu at the time of
‘a great annual festival, whichis held at the close of the
year, and which many persons come from a great dis-
tance to attend. The amusements, on the first day,
consisted of wrestling and pugilism. ,On the second
day they consisted of fire-works ; chiefly rockets, en-
<losed in hollow trunks of trees, six or eight feet long.
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which madc a very grand display. The crowd was im-
mense, and the hilarity unbounded; yet there was not
the least disorder, nor was a single instance of intoxica-
tion observed. Sowic days afterwards a drama was
performed, exhiLiiing scenes from an epic poemn in the
Sanscrit language, celelrating the loves and misfortunes
of Raina and 8ita.  Major ."vines highly extols both the
dialogue and acting, and thinks that one of the per-
forincrs could have rivalled any in Britain,

'On the L:2th of April, being the last day of the Bira
man year, the gentlemen of the crnbassy were invited to
the house of the may-woon or viceroy, to pass through
the appropriate ceremony of that day.  This consisted
in @ sort of contest, maintained between the sexes, by
copiously bedewing each other with cold water. On
arriving at the palace, the strangers found, standing in
the hall, three large ehina jars, provided with bowls and
ladles.  The may-woon’s lady stated that it was not her
intention to take any part in the proceedings; but, in
her stead, there issued forth about twenty damsels,
who surrounded the party, and sprinkled them, to their
own infinitc amusement, with the most copious libations.
The Englistmen endeavoured to return the compli-
ment, but they could make little impression on the nu-
merous band of assailants. In rcturning home, they
found the streets filled with parties, engaged in the same
amusement. The whole, however, was conducted with
perfect deceney and good-humour,

Atter a residence of three weeks at Pegu, the cmbas-
sy retwried to Rangoon, where a letter was reccived,
containing the intelligence that an imperial mandate had
arrived, directing preparations to be made for cdhvey-
ing the English ambassa*)r and his suite, hy water, to
Uwmmecrapoora, the capital; and that the viceroy of
Pegu should accompany them. They accordingly left
Rangoonon the 30th of May, and, two days afterwards,
entered the viver [ramaddy. 'The rapid current of the
stream rendered the voyage up it extremely laborious.
The banks of, the river presented a great variety of
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sconery?  Nomctimes an urproductive waste of desolate
country, sometiines large citics, with their gilded tem-
ples and grotesque architecture, extended along the
sides; sowectimes commodious villages combined the
labours of the husbandman with the more lucrative
occupations of commerce; aud frequently the banks
were shaded by groves of pipal and mango-trecs, while
the distunt mountains of Araccan appeared, covered
with fore-ts of lofty teak-trees.

Near Yainangheam, ox Pelroleum Creek, the face of
the country was stertle, and the trees were stunted in
their growth. The pits which supply the Birman em-
pire with petroleam or mineral oil, are some miles in-
land; and the ground which yvields this substance, is
farmed by the goveinment,  The pit which Major
Symes inspeeted was thirty-seven fathoms deep, but the
depth of the petro}eum could not be ascertained.

At i upmen (Chinese town) the Keendewm joins the
Iranaddy.  As the distance o1 the travellers from Ume
merapoora diminished, towns and villages recurred at
such short intervals, that it was in vain to enquire the
name of cach assemblage of houses; each, however, had
its nume, and was, for the most part, inhabited by one
particular elass of people professing some scparate
trade, or following some peculiar occupation,

I'n passing along, the travellers took a hasty view of
Arr, the former capital of the empire.  This onee
splendid city presented now a complete picture ot deso-
lation. On the first order to transfer the seat of goa
vernment to Ummcrapoora, the inhabitants took up
their houses of wood and bamboo, and carried them
thither; and Ava beeame immediately a desert.  The
walls, the palace, the council-hall, and many of the
streets, could be traced, but all were in ruins,, The tra«
“vellers looked into two large buildings, which had been
destined for the reception of strangers: bats flew in their
faces, and a noisome smell issued from the apartments,
‘I'horns, bamboos, and plantain-trees, accupicd most of
the arca of this once great capital. The temples only,
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‘through the reverence invariably paid by the 3irmans
_to their sacred edifices, had been left untouched, but
time was rapidly working their decay.

At some distance beyond this gloomy scene of de-
parted greatness, the eyes of the travellers were greet-
ed with the magnificent spires and turrets of Uminera-
poora, which appcared, ~n the opposite side of an
extensive but temporary lake, formed by the overflow-
ing of the river. The king happening to be absent,
they were accommodated with lodgings in the village
of Tounzemahn, on the southern bank of the lake, and
on the side opposite to that on which the capital is
situated. The wide watery scene, the furious dashing
of the waves, the numerons hoats moored to the banks,
the fort and city of Uminerapoora, surrounded by an
amphitheatre of lofty mountains, formed altogether a
very extraordinary scene.  Their wants of every de-
scription were liberally supplied; and, at the retarn of
tlic king, a day was fixed for their public audicence,

One the day appointed, the gentlemen of the em-
bassy went to the lake, where they found three war-
boats, which conveyed them, in twenty minutes, to the
city. Ilcre an elephant was ready to reccive Major
Symes; but, as he had stated his inability to mount,
according to the custom of the country, en the neck,
and take hjs seat between the ears of the animal, a
wicker basket had been placed on its back, and fas:
tened with iron chains, The two other gentlemen
were mounted on Birman horses, well caparisoned.

They entered a broad and handsome strcet, paved
with brlk, and having, on each side, low wooden
houses, which, in honour of the occasion, had been
white-washed, and decorated with branches of trees
and flowers. The streets and tops of the houses were
covered with a’vast multitude of people, who, however,

kept the gtrictest order; those in the street leaving
room fo ‘procession to move, and. as it came in
pight, s g on their hams, in token of respect.

The ‘embassy proceeded, through the city, for two
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miles, Wwhen # arrived at the fortress, which encloses
the royal palace, and the abodes of the principal gran-.
dees.  Being defended by a thick rampart, twenty feet
high, this place is considered by the Birmans as im-
pregnable; and Major Symes did not choose to mor-
tify their pride, by telling them that half a dozen canmon
would, in a few hours, batter it into ruins. The gen-
tlemen were introduced into # kind of outer saloon,
where they were instructed to remain till the princes
of the blood had entered.  The king's five sons suc-
cessively passed, the youngest first, and the heir-ap<
parent last; cach with a train more numecrous and
splendid, according to his bicth and razk. The em-
bassy was detained two hoars, which appeared some-
what tedious.  Bemg then invited to enter, it passed
through auv inmer court, where bands of tumblers and
dancing-girls were exhibiting their feats. It was then
ushered, by a flight of staivs, into the great hall, where
the court was assembled, in all the pomp of Birman
grandeur. ‘This hall was supported by seventy-seven
gilded pillars, arranged in eleven rows; and, at the
end, a high, gilded lattice extended quite across the
building. In the centre was a gilded door, which,
when opened, displayed the throne. All the prinees and
grandees of the empire were seated, cross-legued, on
the Hoor of this magnificent saloon, A place was re-
served for the strangers; bat they, in vain, strove to
comply with the request to place themselves in the
proper Birman posture, and not to protrude the soles
of stheir foet towards the seat of majesty.  They were,
however, seriously disappointed by the king not at all
making his appearance.  An oflicer wmcerely went Dbe-
tween them and the roval seats, and put several ques-
tions, as from his majesty : when they had answered
*this, a dessert was brought in, consisting of about a
hundred snall dishes, several ot which they tasted,
and found very palatable. The court then brohe up,
and the princes successively departed, in the same
pomp as they had entered.
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After this, the ambassador was invited to wait upon
the different princes of the blood. The ceremony and
pomp at the court of the heir-apparent were almost
equal to thosc at the court of the monarch. He ap-
peared at a window, and sate, for a quarter of an hour,
crect and motionless; when, suddenly, the shutters
were closed, and he was ».~u no more. The courts
of the younger princes were less ceremonious and more
gay. The strangers were led through files of ele-
phants, and ecatertaived with exhibitions of tumblers
and dancing-girls.

Some representations wcre made by Major Symes,
desiring a more respectful trcatment of the embassy
than it had hitherto received. He urged his claim to
be considered as the representative of a sovereign
power, and, in that capacity, to be honoured with a
personal audience of his majesty. These represent-
ations had the effect he desired.  Deing now assured
of a proper reception, he sct out on a second visit to
court; and on this occasion was received, not in the
great hall, but in the royal saloon of ceremony. In
about a quarter of an hour, the folding-doors, which
concealed the throne, were opened, and the king was
scen walking up the steps which led to it from be-
hind. He appearcd to move with difficulty, and to
want the frec use of his limbs; but this they were as-
sured was occasioned solely by the immense weight of
gold which he had upon his person, amounting to upe
wards of fifty pounds. All the courtiers bent their
bodies; but the English were only required to bgnd
a little fo.ward, and to turn in their seat, so that the
soles of their feet might in no degree be directed to-
wards his majesty. The king remained only a few
minutes, and uttered a few indistinct words, investing
some onc with an order of nobility; after which he
departe 1, without addressing any words to the em-
bassy. On recciving the official reply to his demands,
Major Symes, however, found that he had achieved
all the important objects of his mission; the various
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commercial arrangements that he had proposed being
all agreed to. After this, having nothing to detain
him in the country, he left Ummerapoora on the 25th
of October; and veturned to IRangoon, after a resi-
dence in the Birinan dominions of ten months, Thence
he embarked for Calcutta,

SIAM.

SsaMm is a country of eonsiderable extent, bownded on
the north-west and north by the Birman empire. It is
traversed through its whole extent, from north to south,
by the river- Menam., The plain through which this
river flows is Jevel and fertile; but, at a little distance
on each side, the ground rises into mountains, forests,
and uncultivated lands, overrun with wild beasts. It
contains some mincs of gold and silvey, and a mine of
loadstone or magnetic iron-ore,

The government of Siam is despotic. The king is
under no control: he is considered the proprietor of
all the lands in the country, and no one can purchase
any merchandise, until he has had the choice of it.
The Siamese arc all held bound to military service. A
register is kept of the whole male population, cvery
individual of which, when called upon, must join the
army for six months in the year. No salary is attach-
ed to any officc of the state; but the emoluments are
derived from land, from slaves, or from edifices as-
signed for the support of the particular office, and re-
maining attached to it. But the mode of enriching
themselves, to which the officers chiefly trust, is ex-
action: this is winked at by the sovereign, and is car-
ried to a vast extent in every department. In the
.Siamese tribunals, though composed of several mem-
bers, the power of decision rests wholly with the pre-
sident; but he is dirceted by an authoritative book of
law, in three volumes. In all intricate cases of accu-
sation, the chief dependance is upon the trial by ordeal.
This is administered in various forms; such as walking

o 2
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over red hot iron,. putting the hands into . boiling oil,
and being obliged to pass through a den of tigers.

The religion of Siam is that of Boodh, Buddha, or Fo;
the same that is established in Ava and several other
castern countrics. There are monks of an order de-
nominated Talapoins. ‘f'h: e reside in spacious convents,
and profess rigid celibacy. They preach with a dili-
gence perhaps unknown in any other country ; for a Tala«
poinwill harangue his congregation fromn six in the morn-
g till dinner-time, and will begin again in the afternoon.
The people, if satisfied, not only express their feelings
by murmurs of approbation, but by solid gifts; so that
a Talapoin preacher, if popular, soon becomes rich.

Loctry is much estcemed, and is extensively culti-
vated among the Siamesc; though both their versifica-
tion and sentiments are very different from those which
are 1clished in Europe.  This people have some know-
ledge of mathematics and astronomy. Medicine is in
a very low state: the rudeness of their practice may
be inferred from one of their favourite cures, which
consists in laying the patient upon the ground, and
trampling him under foot.

The Siamese are not distinguished as artjsans, and
for a very suflicient reason; as, whoever attains emi-
nence in any art is immediately liable to be sent for by
the king, and to work, during the remainder of his life,
for the royal family only. ‘I'hey manufacture a small
quantity of woollen and cotton-cloths; cmbroider well,
understand working in gold and silver, and are skilful
founde.s; for which occupations ample scope is found
in the embellishment of temples, and the manufacture
of idols. TIn general, the Siamese character appears to
be snch as despotism usually forms. The people are
mild, polite, and courtcous; but artful, deecitful, timid,
ava icious, proud towards such as they consider in their
power, and 'Eringing towards such as treat them with
contdpt. Tley are, however, said to be honest in
their dealings, and so kind to their relations, and bene-
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volent ih their dispositions, that beggary and pauperism
are scarcely known in the country.

COCIIIN CHINA.

East of Siam lies Cochin China, which is bounded on
the east by the gulf of Tonquin, and extends abont
seven hundred miles in length, from north to south,
This country, with its bordering territories of Cambo-
dia and Tonquin, bears ncarly the same relation to
China, that the Birman empire and Siam bear to Hin+
dostan. Jt was once included within the Chinese
empire, and was severed from 1w about the end of the
fourtcenth century. .

The people of Cochin China have very little of the
Chinese character left.  They have ceased to wear the
thick shocs, quilted stockings, and stuiled petticoats,
with which the motions of the Chinese are encumbered.
They are open, familiar, gay, and talkative; while the
Chinese are reserved, grave, and thoughtful. They
pay little regard, either in words or in practice, to
those precepts of morality which the Chinese ostenta-
tiously display, in golden letters, on all their streets
znd public places. Women are not confined, and are
wholly exempted from that artificial diminntion of feet,
which, in China, forms an effectual impediment to their
gadding abroad. They are as gay and unrestrained
as the men; but are ungenerously treated, in being
doomed to perform all those labours which require the
greatest bodily strength.  Besides the usual domestic
tasks, all the occupations of tillage, carrying of goods
to market, steering boats, and cven the repairing of
cottages, fall to their lot.  Indeed, so excessive is the
toil they undergo, that the natives usually remark of
them, as we do of cats, that they have nine lives, and
bear a great deal of killing,

T'he religion of Cochin China appears to be a moditi-
cation of the widely-extended system of Buddha or
Fo, though its ccremonics are carried on with less
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gomp and formality than in China. The figures of
o are, in many places, put into cages, and fastened to
the branches of the banyan-tree, and to these the priest
ascends by a ladder, and presents offerings. Other
figures are kept iu Jittle caskets, which may be carried
cven in the pocket. Uliristianity is allowed, and even
favoured by the present kinz, who has derived consi-
derable advantage from the French missionaries; and
all other religions are tolerated.

Twenty-gecond Wap’s Instruction.

CHINA.

Ix most parts of China, the face of the country is level
and open, and in some districts it is so covered with
swamps and morasses as not to admit of cultivation.
In such; however, the Chinese exhibit great industry
and ingenuity. They form rafts on hurdles of ham-
boo, which they float upon the water, or 1est upon the
morasses; and on these rafts they spread a layer of
soil, from which they raise vegctables of various
kinds. ’
There is scarcely a town or a village, in this
country, which has not the advantage either of a river
or a canal. The great canal is one of the wonders
of art. It extends, in a direction north and south,
from Canton to the cxtremity of the empire; and, by
it, ali kinds of forcign merchandise, entered at that
city, are conveyed to Pekin, a distance of eight hun-
dred and twenty-five miles. It is to her numerous
canals that China owes the greatest part of her wealth;
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for fow people are so unskilled in the art of maritime
navigation as the Chinese. They keep no reckoning
at sca, nor have they any means of ascertaining cither
the latitude or the longitude of a place. Their system
is to sail as near to the shore as possible, and never to
lose sight of land, unless in voyages that absolutely
require it. A trading-ship generally belongs to several
merchants. It is divided into as many compartments
as there are partners; and cach merchant fits up his
own part as he pleases.  He ships his goods, and either
accompanies them in person, or sends his son, or some
“héar relation, to take the charge of them. The Chinese
trade with Japan, Manilla, Siam, Batavia, and other
parts of the East Indics. They likewise derive con-
siderable advantage from their traffic with Luropeans,
t0 whom they annually sell great quantitics of tea, silk,
drugs, and poreelain,

In the government of China, the power of the em-
peror is absolute; but examples of tyranny are rare.
He is taught to regard the people as his clildren, and
not as slaves; and is invested with the exercise of the
same authority over his subjeets, as the father of a
family has over his household. He seldom shows him-
self to the public, and is never spoken to but on the
knees. It is a singular circumstance in the Chinese
government, that the emperor has the right of choos-
ing his suceessor; whom, if he please, he may select,
not only from the royal famnily, but from among his
other subjects. .

To assist him in the affairs of the state, he has
two councils. One of these, called the ovdinary coun-
cil, consists of his principal ministers, of which there
are six. The other, or extraordinary council, consists
entirely of the princes of the blood; and, for the ad-
ministration of the affairs of government, there are
six boards or departments.

'T'he ancient religion of China, or that which pre-
vailed in the time of the famous lawgiver, Confucius,
who flourished about five hundred years before the
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time of Christ, was extremely simple. It prescribed
reverence to a Supreme invisible Being, who, from
heaven, distributed Happiness and miscry among man-
kind. About sixty-five years after the birth of Christ,
the scct of Fo, whose chief tenets are those of the
Iindoos, was introduce! from Ilindostan; and, since
the fifteenth century, a tew of the literati of China
have embraced a new system, which acknowledges an
universal principle, under the name of Taiki. The
gencrality of the Chinese worship "a great varicty of
images. ‘They have no Sunday or stated day for re-
ligious exercises; but their temples are always open,
and devotees resort thither to pay homage to any idol,
and in any way that they prefer.  Their most popular
religious opinions arc involved in allegorical allusions
and types, the origin of which is unknown. There
is a class of priests, called Bonzes, who have no emolu-
ment or preferment, from the state, and who subsist by
voluntary contributions and legacies.

The civil laws of China are founded on the hasis of
filial picty. The laws which concern marriage ave very
extensive. A man can have only one lawful wife, and
her rank and age must be nearly equal to his own;
but he may reccive into his house, on certain condi-
tions, several concubines, or inferior wives. These,
however, are wholly subject to the lawful wife. Their
children arc considered as hers: they address her as
mother, and can give this title to her only. Every
father of a family is responsible for the conduct of his
children, and he is accountable even for that of his
‘domestics. According to the custom in China, the
clild is obliged to provide for the maintenance and
comfort of his parents, and the brother for the brother
ard the sister, who are in waut; and a failure in this
duty would be followed by such detestation, that it
is not necessary to enforce it by any positive law.

With regard to the Chinese army: this may be con=
sidered as a kind of militia, which never has been, and
whieli: probably never will be embodicd. Every sol-



CHINA. 297
dier seationed on the different guards, has a certain
portion of land assigned to him, which he cultivates
for bis family, and for which he pays his portion of
the produce to the state. 'The dilferent kinds of troops
that compose the Chinese arm‘y, consist of, 1. Tartar
cavalry, whose only weapon is a sabre, and a few who
carry bows; 2. Tartar infantry, who are bhowmen, but
carry dlso large sabres; 3. Chinese infantry, who carry
the same kind of weapons; 4. Chinese matchlocks;
5. Chincse tigers of war, who bear large round shields ot
baskat-work, and long swords.  On the shields are paint-

.&d monstrous faces of some imaginary aninal, intcnded
to frighten the enemy, or to petrify the beholders.  The
military dress varies in almost every provinee: some of
the soldiers wear blue juckets edged with red, or brown
jackets edged with yellow.  Somec of them have long pan-
taloons, some have breeches, and others petticoats and
Loots.  The bowmen have long loose gowns of blne
cotton, stutfed with wadding, studded with brass knobs,
and bound round their waist with a girdle, from which a
sabre is appended bebind,  On the head they wear a
tunnel-shaped helinet, with flaps on each side, which
cover the cheeks and fall on the shoulders.  The Clhi-
nuse have artillery, butit is very bad.

The conduct of the Manchoo Turtars, whose race is
now on the throne, was a master picee of policy, not to
have been expected in a half-civilized people.  They
entered the Chinese dominions, as auxiliaries agaiast
two rebel cliefs, and, in a short time, placed their own
leader on the throne.  But, instead of endeavouring to
establish themsclves as conquerors, they became inter-
mixed with the mass of the conquered.  They adopiwd
the dress, the manners, and the opinions of the people;
and, in all the civil departments of the state, they 2p-
pointed the ablest persons of China, in preference to Tai-
tars. But, in proportion as the Tartar power increascd,
they became lcss solicitons to conciliate the people
whom they had subducd. All the heagds of depart-
ments now are Tartars: the ministers are Tartars, and

03
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most of the offices of high trust and power are flled by
Tartars. B

In this country it is considered disgraceful for a
soman to be scen abroad. Ifa female of rank should
have oceasion 'to visit a friend or relation, she must be
carried in a close sclan-chair. Even the country la-
dies, who do not posses: the luxury of a sedan, suffer
themselves to be carricd on « sort of covered wheel-
barrow. The wives and daughters, however, of the
lower classes, are neither confined to the house, nor ex-
cmpt from hard and slavish labour.  With regard to the
management of children: in the higher classes the boys,
at the age of nine or ten years, are entirely separated
from girls. T'hey somctimes mix together in schools,
but the stiff and ceremonious behaviour, which consti-
tutes no inconsiderable part of their education, throws
a restraint upon the little playful actions incident to
their time of life, and completely subdues all spirit of
activity and enterprisc. Daughters, when marriage-
able, may be said to be invariably sold. The bride~
groom must always make his bargain with the parents
of his intended bride. She bas no choice, but is dis-
posed of to the highest bidder. The man, indeced, has,
in this respeet, no great advantage, as he is not per-
mitted cven to see his intended wife until she arrives,
in formal procession, at his gate. If, however, on open-
ing the door of the chair in which the lady is shut up,
he should dislike his bargain, he can return her to her
parents: but in this case the articles are forfeited which
constituted her price, and even a sum of money may, in

* addition, be demanded.

The genéral ckaracter of the Chinese is a compound
of greatness and meanness, afticted and real frivolity,
apparent simplicity and great cunning. ‘L'heir extcrior
deportment is decent, mild, and engaging; but they
have little sense either of justice or of honour, for in-
terest is the moving spring of all their actions. With
strangers they are unfair in their dealings, and they use
everyaxt to impose upon and defraud them. They are
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vindictive and cowardly.” Attached to their own man-
ners and customs, they have an avowed contempt of ail
other nations, anid scarcely can believe that there is any
thing great or good out of China. -The characteristic
Jeatures of the males is a large forchead, short nose,
small eyes, broad ears, square face, black hair, and
somewhat olive complexion. They have great venera-
tion for long beards, and for a long tuft of hair growing
from the buck of their head. . )

In China nothing is known of the friendly associations
and intercourse which afford so much comfort and satis-
faction in more civilized countries. Whenever a few

" “@hinese mect together, it is generally for the purposce of .
gaming, or to eat boiled rice, or drink a pot of tca, or
smoke a pipe of tobacco. If a person, invited to a
feast, should be prevented from attending, the portion
of dinuer that was intended for him is sent, in proces~
sion, to his house. .

The horrid practice of infanticide is here tolerated by
enstomn, and even countenanced by the government.
J'he Taws of the country have left the child entirely to
the disposal of its father; concluding, thatif his feelings -
will not prevent him from doing it an injury, no other
consideration will. It is considered part of the duty of
the police of Pekin, to employ certain persons to go, at
an carly hour in the morning, with carts, to pick up
such. bodics of infants as may have been thrown into the
streets during the night.  No enquiries are made, but
the bodies are carried to a common pit, inte which ajl
those that may be living, as well as those that are dead,
are said to be thrown promiscuously.

Men in the higher ranks wear a sort of velvet cap, 2
short jacket, close buttoned round the neck, and folded
across the breast, the slecves remarkably wide. The
naterials of this ate cotton cloth; black, blue, or hrown
silk; or European camblet. They also wear quilted
petticoats, and black satin boots. The common people
wear large straw hats, blue or black cotton frocks,
wide cotton trowsers, and shocs made ,of straw. The
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faces and necks of the women are daubed with, white
paint; the eyebrows are blackened, and, on the centre
of the lower lip, and at the point of the chin, are two
spots, cach about the size of a small wafer, and of a
deep vermilion colour. A blue frock, like that of the
men, reaching, in sgiae, to the middle of the thigh, in
others to the knee, is ainst wniversal,  Wide trowsers
extend a little below the calt . f the leg, and are there
drawn close, the better to display an ancle and a foot
which, for singularity at least, may challenge the whole
world. The foot has been cramped, in its growth, to
the length of four or five inches, and the ancle has
gencrally swollen in the same proportion that the foot is
diminished. The little shoe is as fise as tinsel and
tawdry ornaments can make it, and the aucle is ban-
daged round with party-coloured cloths, ornamented
with fringe and tassels. The Chinese sleep at night in
the same clothes which they wear during the day, and
the comfort of clean linen 1s wholly unknown to them.
At their mezls they have no table-cloth; and a pair ol
small sticks, or the quills of a porcupine, are their sub-
stitutes for knives, forks, and spoons.

The Chinese reccive no visits, excent in a particular
hall, which is sitnated in front of their house.  Its or-
naments consist of lar:se lanterns, made of paiuted silk,
and suspended from the cciling, tables and other furni-
ture, which are generally covered with a heantiful var-
nish. Paoor people have the walls of their apartments
white: others cover them with that gort of paper which
is sometimes bronght from China into Europe. 'T'he
beds of “he rich are furnished, in winter, with double
curtains of satin; and, in summer, with eartains of
plain white taffety, ornamnented with flowers, birds, and
trees : sometimes the curtains are of fine ganze, to

" keep out musquitoes, and yet leave a free passage for
the air, '

The language of China is very extraordinary, and has
no relation whatever to any known language. It has
no alphabet, and the words which compose it consist of
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one syllable only. It contains not more than three
hundred and thirty primary words; but the sense of
these is nultiplied almost without end, by the abandance
and varicty of accents, inflections, and aspirations, which
are used in pronouncing them.

In the written language there are, at least, cighty
thousand characters or diftcrent forms of letters. These
are divided into six sorts. ‘The first exhibit the shape
or image of sensible things; the second the object, by
some visible addition to the shape; the third associates
two characters, to express an ohject which neither will
denote separately; the fourth expresses a sound, to sup-
Ply the defect of the figure; the filth is a metaphorical
application of their characters; and the sixth extends
the primitive sense of a character, so that the same cha~
racter may denote a verb or an adverb, an adjective or a
substantive.

The Chinese perform all the operations of arithmetic
by a machine called a “ swan pan.”  This consists of a
series of beads strang on brass wires, and divided by a

~cross picee in the nuddle: so that, in the upper row,

cach string has two beads, which are cach reckoned for
five; and, in the lower row, each string has five beads
of different value, the first being reckoned as 1, the
second as 10, the third as 100, the fourth as 1,000, and
the fitth as 10.000.

Little can be said in praise of the fine arts in this
country. Music docs not scem to be cultivated as a
scienee, nor to be learned as an clegant accomplish<
ment, nor practised as an amusement of genteel life,
except by females, who are edueated for sale. These:
play generally upon wind instruments, such as pipes and
flutes, while the favourite instrument of the men is one
shaped like a guitar, Persons of the lowest class are
hired to play, and the merit of their performance ap-
pears to consist in the intenseness of the noise they are
able to produce. The gong is an instrument of metal,-
adwirably adapted for this purpase.  Kettle-drums and
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different-sized bells constitute part of their sacred
music.
As painters the Chinese are unable to dclineate a
" correct outline of objects in perspective; to give body
. to them, by the application of proper lights and sha-
dows; and to Jay o the nice shades of colour, so as to
resemble the tints of natusrc  But the gaudy colouring
of certain flowers, birds, and inscets, they imitate with
much clearness and brilliancy. The whole of their ar-
chitecture is unsightly and unsolid, without cither
clegance or convenience of design, and even without
any settled proportions. Their pagodas or temples arc
constructed in many different stories, and are coveréd
with projecting roofs. The gates of their cities are
generally square buildings, carricd several stories above
the arched gateway, and covered like the pagodas.
- But the most stupendous work of the Chinesc is the
Great Wall, which divides it from Northern Tartary,
and which consists of a mound of earth cased on each
side with brick or stones. This astonishing fabric ex-
tends through the immense distance of fifteen hundred
miles, over mountains two and three miles in height,
and across deep valleys and rivers.

The art of prinling is of great antiquity in China ;
but, with the Chinese, this art consists in nothing more
than cutting on wood and in relief, the forms of written
characters, afterwards daubing these with a black, glu-
tinous kind of ink, and pressing the differeut sheets of
paper upon them,

In this country the husbandman is considered an
honouraule, as well as a useful member of society : he
ranks next to men of letters and officers of state. The
emperor is considered as the solc proprictor of the soil ;
but the tenant is never turned out of possession, so long
as he continues to pay about the tenth part of what his
farm is supposed to be capable of yiclding. The col-
lecting of manure is here an object of so much impor-
tance, that a great number of old men, women, and
children, incapable of much other labour, are constantly



CHINA. 308

emploged about the streets, public roads, banks of ca-
nals and rivers, in picking vp the dung of animals, and
offals of any kind, that may answer the purpose of ma-
nure; this, after being mixed sparingly with a portion
of stiff loamy earth, is formed into cakes, and dried in
the sun, for sale. It sometimes becomes even an object
of commerce.

The Chinese have many customs that are peculiar to
themselves.  One of the most singular of thesc is the
Durning, at funerals, of picees of tin-foil, cut into the
shape ot human beings. At the funerals of emperors it
was formerly the practice to bury the royal slaves alive;
‘ut this practice, so revolting to humanity, has given
way to the burning of their representatives ent in tin-
{oil.

In China the burying-places are usnally planted with
evpress-tress, and are at a distance from any church or
temple.  The people preserve these sacred repositories
with oll the care they can afford to bestow upon them.
They visit them annually, repair any breaches that may
have been made, and remove any weeds that may bave
grown. ‘T'he funeral processions of the great officers of
state sometimes extend nearly half a mile in length,
In front marches a priest uncovered, next follow a
group of musicians, with flutes, trumpets, and cymbals:
after these the male relations of the deceased, in long
white frocks; and, behind them, the chief mourner,
supported by two friends, who usc great apparent ex-<
ertions to prevent him from tearing his checks and
hair. Next follows the coftin, covercd with a magnifi-
ficent canopy, and borne, gencrally, on the shoulders of
men. After the canopy, the female relations proceed in
chairs, or in little covered carts: they wear white frocks
like the men, have their hair dishevelled, and broad
white fillets bound across their foreheads. Over the
mourners arc carricd umbrellas, with deep curtains at
the cdges. Several persons are employed to burn cir-
cular pieces of paper, covered with tin-foil, as they
pass by burying-places and temples, - :
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Among the religious ceremonies of the Chincze must
be noted their festivals, Of these the most cclebrated
is the feast: of the lanicrns, when the whole country,
from one cxtremity of the empire to the other, is lighted
up, in every possihble way that fancy can suggest.  This
is an ancient religious vsage, of which. at the present
day, the inhabitants can _ive no plaugible account.
Daring the time of this festival, the Chinese not only il-
luminate their houses, but they excercise their mgenuity
in making transpareacies, shaped like diffirent hinds of
amimals, in which they run through the strecets by night.
The eftect, when perfectly dark, is whimsicil enough,
Birds, beasts, fishes, and other apparent animals, are
seen darting along and contending with cach other;
some with squibs in their wouths, breathing lire, some
sending out sky-rockets, others rising into pyramids of
party-colowred fire, and others bursting, like a mine,
with violent explosions.

Throughout the whole empire, also, a grand feast,
called the Fernal Festival, is celebrated on a particnlar
day. In the morning of this day, the governor of
every city comes forth from his palace erovwned with
flowers, and enters a chair, in which he is carried,
amidst the noisc of dificrent instruments which precede.
The chair is surrounded by several litters, covercd with
silk carpets, upon which are representcd perzons itus-
trious for the support they have given to agrieulture;
or some historical painting oo the subject. The streets
are hung with carpcts: trinmphal arches are erected at
certain distances 5 and the houses are every where illu-
minated. A large figure, made of haked carth, repre-
genting a cow, comes next. A clild, with one foot na-
ked and the other shod, to represent the spirit of labour
and diligence, follows, beating the image to make it ad-
vance. Labourers, furnished with implements of hus-
bandr,, march behind; and the rear is closed by
comedians and people in masks, whose appearunce and
attitudes afford great amusement to the populace. The
governor advances to the castcrn gate, as if he intended
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to meet the Spring, and then the procession returns to
the palace in the same order. After this the cow is
stripped of its ornaments, and out of it are taken several
earthen calves, which, as well as the figure itsclf, when
broken to pieces, arc distributed among the crowd.
The governor terminates the ceremony by making a
short oration in praise of agriculture, in which he en-
deavours to excite his hearers te promote so useful an
art by all the means in their power.

Another Cliinese festival is that at the commencement
of the new year, during which all affairs, both private
and public, are suspended; the tribunals are shut; the
posts are stopped; presents are given aund received;
the inferior mandarins pay their respeets to their supe-
riors, children to their pareots, and servants to their
masters. This is called taking leave of the old year.
In the evening the individuals of each family asscmble,
to partake of a grand repast, and no stranger is adinit-
ted; but, on the following day, they become more so-
ciable, for the whole of it is employed in diversions and
fersting, and the evening is concluded with illumina-
tions.

Tioentp-third Way's Instruction.
CHINA CONTINUED.

Narrative of Lorp Macartyey's Embassy to China, in
the year 1793 From the publications of Sir George
Staunton, Bart. and Jokn Barrow, Esq.

In conscquence of many vexations, and much illiberal
treatment, to which the commanders and crews of
English merchant-ships had been subjected at the port
of Canton, the British government was induced to send
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out a mission to China ; ostensibly for the purpose of
congratulating the emperor, but really to effect some
.important political arrangement, and to acquire a more
accurate knowledge of this-extraordinary country and
its inhabitants, than h2 before been possessed. For
this purposc the mission 1-1s composed, not only of
diplomatic characters of the lighest distinction, but of
men of science and intelligence in every department.
The Earl of Macartney was the ambassador, and the
principal subordinate stations were filled by the late Sir
George Stannton, John Barrow, Esq. the present Secre-
tary of the Admiralty, and Dr. Dinwiddie. The vessels
appointed for this service were the Lion, a ship of the ’
line, commanded by Sir Erasmus Gower; the Hindos-
tan, a vessel in the Kast India service; and the Jackall
brig: and, at Batavia, Lord Macartney purchascd a
vessel, which he called the Clarence. The expedition
sailed from England on the 1st of October, 1792,

On its arrival in the Chinesc seas, the port of Canton
was studiously avoided, in order to preclude any inter-
ference of the government of that place, with the views
of the embassy; and the vesscls proceeded along the
eastern coast of China, till they reached the great Archi-
pelago of Chu-san or T'chusan, consisting of not fewer
than four hundred islands. This was the utmost boun-
dary of previously-recorded navigation by Europeans.
A vast number of hoats came off from the islands to
view them. The ambassador and his suite landed at
Chu-san, where they were reccived, by the governor,
with great courtesy.  In the hall of audience they were
surprised by abserving, on the tables, a singular orna-
ment, consisting of pines, oaks, and other forest-trees,
the growth of which had been so much constrained, by
an art peculiar to the Chinese, that none of them were
morc than two fect high, yet some of them bore the
marks of age. They were intermingled with stones to
imitate rocks; and with earth and mosses, so as to have

. the appearance of a forest in miniature.
From Chu-san, the vessels proceeded into the Yellow
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Sea, aiid the Gulf of Pekin. They doubled the pro-
montory of Shan-tung; and, not long afterwards, an-
chored near the town of T'en-choo-fvo, the governor of-
which scnt a present to the ambassador, and then went
on board the Lion. A person in his suite having occa-
sion to speak to him, as he was passing along the deck,
threw hinselt on his knees. So great is the distance
between the ranks of society in China, that this-appear-
ed to be nothing more than an usual mode of expressing
respecet,

After leaving Chu-san, the vessels sailed to the mouth
of the river Peiho. On their arrival they found that
provisions and fruit, in vast quantitics, had been pre-
pared for them; and that more than thirty vessels, of
about two hundred tons burden cach, had been provided
for their conveyance up the river. Among other arti-
cles of provision were twenty bullocks, one hundred and
twenty sheep, one hundred and twenty hogs, one hune
dred and sixty barrels of flour, one thousand water-
melons, and three thousand musk-melons. Two man-
darins, or officers of state, one a civilian and the other a
military oflicer, named Vantazhin and Chowtazhin,
came to congratulate the ambassador on his safe arrival,
They stated that they were appointed to attend him to
the nnperial court, and that it was the express direction
of their sovercign that they sould render his journey safe
and agrecable. The civilian possessed grave but not
austere manners, He had been preceptor to some one
of the royal family, and bore the honorary distinction of
a blue globe vpon his bonnet.  The military manddvin
had a red globe, was honoured with another mark of
distinction, a peacock’s feather pendent from his bonnet.

Thesc mandarins, at ditferent times, expressed an
anxious desire to be informed respecting the contents of
the letter from the king of England to the emperor of
China, but more particularly respecting the presents
which had been brought. The former, they were in-
formed, was locked up in a gclden box, to be delivered
into the emperor’s hands; but of the latter it was neces-

.
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sary to make out, somewhat in the oriental style, such a
general description of the nature of the various articles,
as appeared most likely to render them acceptable.

On the 5th of August, 1793, Lord Macartney and
his svite quitted the Lion and Hindostan; for these
vessels drew too u:neh water to pass over the bar of the
Peilio river.  The piesmits and haggage, accompanied
by the scrvauts, musicians, and other attendasts, were

" shipped on board other vessels, wlile the gentdemen of
the embassy cmbarked in the Clarence, Jackall, and
Endcavour brig. Proceeding, with a favourable breeze
and a spring tide, they crossed the bar in a few hours, -
The river immediately within the bar, is about five hun-
dred yards wide.

On its southern bank is the village of Tuncoo, where
a great mumber of troops were drawn up in compliment
to the ambassador. The vessels, in their progress,
passed another village, and reached, on the smne evene
ing, the town of 'wcoo. Most of the Lonses in these
places were little better than huts with mad walls, and _
thatched roofs. A few buildings were, indedd, large,
elevated, painted, and richly ornamcented; but there
were scarcely any which indicated the existence of mid-
dle ranks, or the various gradations between abundant
wealth and absolute indigence.

At Tacoo, large covered barges were provided to
convey the embassy up the river, towards Pekin, The
barge destined for the reception of the ambassador con-
tained an antichamber, a saloon, a bed-clamber, and a
closet. Boats attended with provisions and cooks.
Sixteen yachts, most of them of a larger size than that
of the ambassador, conveyed his suite.  Many of these
vessels were eighty feet long, and very cupacious; yet
they were built of such light wood, and were so con-
structed, that they did not draw more than eightcen
inches of water, though they were high aboveit. A
kind of boats, resembling our river lighters, were em-
ployed in conveying the baggage and presents. The
flags of the vesscls bore, in black characters, the follow-
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ing inscription: The English embassy carrying tribute
to the emperor of China.”

Inferior mandarins attended all the vessels, for the
purpose of distributing provisions; and they proceeded
from yacht to yacht, in small boats, so constructed that
they could neither be sunk nor overset. The meats
most plentiful were beef and pork.  Among the
most expensive articles were the nests of a particular
species of swallow, and the fins of sharks; both of which
afford rich and fattening juices.  Boiled rice was used
instead of bread.  The wiae was somewhat muddy, of
little flavour, and soon became sour; and the tea was
too fresh for an English palate.

The banks of the Petho were elevated considerably
above the adjacent plains, which were all in a state of
cultivation, and extended as far as the cye could reach.
Most of the fields were covered with a kind of corn
called ¢ Barbadoes millet,” ten or twelve feet high,

When night came on, the banks of the river were il-
luminated by lanterns, the transparent sides of which
were made of difterently-coloured paper; while the num-
ber of lanterns hoisted on the mast-heads of the numer-
cus vessels in the river, denoted the rank of the pas-
sengers on hoard.  The whole of these produced a
moving and party-coloured illumination, which was
very amusing.

On the cnsuing day the vessels passed a consi-
derable enclosure, resembling a ocntleman’s park. It
was the residence of the Ta-whanyr, or chief of
the district, and was distingnished by treble gates,
and by two poles erccted near them, destined to bear
casigns of dignity, and in the night to support lanterns
for usc and ornament.  Secveral sheep and horses were
seen within the enclosures. On one side of the river
was a large grove of high and "widé-spreading pines;
and the other was crowded, near the town of Tien-sing,
with pyramids or stacks of salt. This substance is
brought annually from the socthern provinces, in ves-



310 MACARTNEY'S EMBASSY TO CHINA,

sels of two hundred tons each, and sufficient for the
annual consumption of thirty millions of people.
Tien-sing is situated on an eminence, at the conflu-
ence of two rivers, and is the general emporium for the
northern provinces of China. The crowd of spectators
was immense; yet, in all \e ardour of curiosity, the
people preserved order and reg.larity, without the aid
of soldicrs or constables; and for the sake of mutual
accormmodation, none of the conmon Chinese, who
usually wear straw-hats, kept them on their heads,
though, by taking them off, they were exposed to the
beams of a scorching sun. The vessels anchored nearly
in the centre of the city, opposite to a pavilion, in which
the viceroy of the province waited for the embassy.
On its arrival the ambassador was informed that the
emperor was at his country residence of Zhc-hol in Tar-
tary, where he intended to celebrate the auniversary of
his birth-day, on the 17th of September. It was, in
consequence, proposed, that the embassy, after Laving
reached Tong-shoo, within twelve miles of Pekin,
should thence proceed, by land, directly to Zhe-hol.
Among other instances of the viceroy’s atteution to
the ambassador, a temporary theatre was erccted, oppo-
- site to his excellency’s yacht. Its outside was adorned
with a great variety of brilliant and lively colours, by
the proper distribution of which, and sometimes by
their contrast, it is the particular object of an art among
the Chinese, to produce a gay and pleasing effeet.  T'he
interior was managed, in regard to decorations, with
equal success; and the company of actors, successively
exhibited, during the whole day, several differcnt panto-
mimes and historical dramas. The dialogue was
spoken in a kind of recitative, accompanied by a variety
of musical instruments; and each pause was filled up
by a loud crash, in which the loo or gong, a sort of
brazen kgtle, struck with a mallet, bore no inconsider-
able part.. "The band of music was placed in full view,
immediately behind the stage. Each character, on his
first entrance, announced what part he was about to
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perforni, and where the scene of action lay. Unity of
place was apparently preserved, for there was no change
of scene during the performance of each piece.  Female
characters were played by boys or eunuchs.

As he passed through Tien-sing, the ambassador had
an opportunity of observing that city, which appeared to
be ncarly as long as London. The houses were of
brick, of a leaden blue colour; and many of them, con-
trary to the usual mode of building, were two stories
high.

During the progress of the embassy, Barbadoes millet
was frequently scen planted in alternate rows, having,
between them, rows of other kinds of corn. A species
of dolickes, or bean, not unlike our kidney-beans, is
sometimes set, in vacant spots, necar the edges of the
bank; and sometimes the travellers beheld whole fields
of beans. No wceds were any where observed, So
flat was this part of the country, that the travellers
did not see even a hillock, between them and the
horizon, until the fourth day of their departure from
Tien-sing, when some blue mountains were observed
towards the north-west.  These indicated the approach
to Pekin, beyond which they were sitnated.  Two days
afterwards, on the 16th of August, the yachts were an-
chored oft' the city of Tong-choofvo, at the distance of
about twely e miles from Pekin,

As there was no navigable communication for vessels.
of the size of yachts between Tong-choofoo and Pekin,
a temple and monastery near this city were prepared for
the reccption of the persons landing from the vesgels,
The baggage and presents were secured in two temporary
buildings, each about two hundred feet in length, formed
of bamboos, and of' a close matting impervions by rain.
T'hey were surrounded by a strong fence, and shut in
with gates at the extremities, Guards were stationcd
round them, and notices were posted up, forbidding all
persons from approaching them with fire. These ex-
tensive store-houses were finished in a few hours, and
every thing brought by the embassy was' taken out of
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upwards of thirty vessels, and safely lodged, in the
course of a single day.

The temple and monastery, occupied by the arbas«
sador and his suite, had been founded for the mainte-
nance of twelve priests of the religion of Fo. One
priest only remained i it, to watch the lamps of the
. shrine, and to receive th: ambassador's conmmnands:
the rest had retired to a monastery in the neighbour-
hood. 1'he apartments which these priests had quitted,
were desirable, in this warm season, on account of their
coolness. At onc end of each room was a platform
of boards, raised upwards of a foot above the floor;
such as arc sometimes scen in military gnard-rooms in
Europe. A thick woollen cloth, not woven, but work-
ed into a firm substance, like felt for hats, was spread
upon the platform; and, with the addition of a cushion,
formed the whole of the bedding, on which the priests
reposed.

‘The separate apartments belonging to the superiors
of the monastery, were allotted to the principal per-
sons of the embagsy. In some of the other rooms, the
priests, through neglect, had suffered scorpions and
scolopendras to harbour. These noisomne insects had,
hitherto, heen known only by description, to some
gentlemen of the cmbassy ; and the sight of them, for
the first time, in the bed-chambers, and upon their
clothes, excited a great degrce of horror. But the
apprehension was greater than the danger, for no ac-
cident happencd from them. :

The assemblage of people, upon the broad, sandy
_beach, beuween the temple and the river, was so great,
that booths were erceted, in which a variety of articles,
but principally fruits and liquors, were exposed to sale.
The stands were shaded by four-sided roofs of eanvass,
supported, from the centre, by a single pole stuck into
the grcand.  Fives for the cooking of provisions, were
made in the open air; and fire-engines were at hand,
in case of accidents arising from them,

As the gentlemen belonging to the embassy were
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desirous of purchasing a few trifles in the city, and also
of vi<iting it from motives of curiosity, some of the.
mandarins accompanied them, particularly Van-ta-zin,
He conducted them through a large suburb, which
denoted  the increase of Tong-choo-foo, since the
crection of the walls that cncompass the original
buildings. ‘I'he walls are of brick, substantially built,
and higher than the houses. 'T'hey are washed by the
river on one side, and defended by a broad, wet ditch
on the other. There were no guns upon them, but
a few swivels were placed upright near the gates. The
principal streets of Tong-choo-too were straight, paved
with broad flag-stones, and had a raised footpath on
cech side; and an awning  across them shaded the
inhwabitants from the scorchung heat of the sun,  Many
of the labouring people were naked from the waist
upward.  Scveral extensive buildings contained grain
ot difterent kinds, of which it was said, a provision
for several years Is always kept in store, for the con-
sumpgion of the capital.  Maost of the houses are built
of wood, and have shops or working-rooms in tront: and
an industry was displayed, such as the neighbourhood
of Pckin was likely to excite. 'The ontsides ot the
shops were painted with a variety of lively colours.
Many ol them were gilded, and liad rvich ensigns before
then, and long labels, inviting customers,  I'he chief
articles exposed for sale were tea, siltks, poreelain, and
furs of different kinds. Among other goods were
LEnglish cloths.

The appcarance of Englishmen in the strects, in-
terrupted, for a while, the usual occupations of the
people.  Their short coats and smooth faces formed a
spectacle quite new. DBut the greatest surprise was
excited by a Llack servant, who attended one of the
gentlemen.  The jetty hue of his complexion, his
woolly head, and ncgro features, like nothing which
they had before scen, led some of the spectators abuost
to doubt whether he belonged to the hyman species,

P
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“As the party passed along the streety they observed,
in seyeral places on the sides of houses, the projection
of a lunar cclipse, which was to happen soon after-
wards. In the shops, where they went to buy some
trifles, regular eutries were made of the articles dis-
posed of;; and the severs! prices were affixed in Chinese
characters, equivalent to the ~ords which express num-
bers, in other languages. Tea, like beer in England,
is here sold in public-houses in every town, and along
public roads, and the banks of rivers and canals.

Around Tong-choo-foo the couatry is level and fer-
tile. Seme of the Englishmen were supplied with
horses to ride about the ncighbourhood.  These were
strong and bony animals, but the breed does not
seem to have been much improved by care. Mules
bear a greater price than common horses, as they subsist
on less food, and are capable of sustaining more labour.
Many of the horses arc spotted.

The cottages of the peasants seemed to be clean and
comfortable; but they were without fences, gates, or
other apparent proteetion against wild beasts or thieves.
The wives of the peasantry arc of great assistance to
their families, in addition to the rearing of their chil-
dren, and the care of their domestic concerns; for they
carry on most of the trades which can be cxerciscd
within doors. They not only rear silk-worms, and
spin cotton, but are almost the only weavers through-
out the empire. Yet most of them injure their active
powers, by compressing their feet, in imitation of fe-
males of superior rank.

A considerable number of the labouring men of
Tong-choo-foo, were employed to convey to I{oong-
ya-yuen, close to the emperor's autumnal palace, be-
vond Pekin, the presents and the baggage of the em-
bassy. The weight of these bad, hitherto, been of
liztle cunsideration, as they had come by sea, or upon
a river. But they were now to be carried by animal
or human labour, Such of . the presents as wereliable
to be injured by, the Tough movement of: carriages
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without springs, could be entrusted to men only. On
a calculation of the necessary means for conveying all
the baggage and presents, the mandarins were obliged:
to order near ninety small waggons, forty’hand-carts
or barrows, upwards of two hundred horses, and nearly
thrce thousand labouring men to serve in different cu-
pacities. .

The ambassador and three gentlemen of his suite
travelled in sedan-chairs, the usual vehicles for per-
sons of high rank in China, even on long journies.
The other gentlemen went on horseback, as did all the
mandarins. The principal among the latter rode
near the chair of the ambassador. Chinese soldiers
were cn foot and cleared the way, The servants and
privates of his excellenc{r's guard were in carriages or
waggons. The chairs, the wheel-carriages, the horse-
men, the presents, and the baggage, filled up the road
for a considerable space.

"T'his road forms a magnificent avenue to Pckin, 1t
is perfeetly level, and the centre, to the width of about
twenty feet, is paved with flags of granite, brougln
from a considerable distance. 'The road is bordered,
in many places, with trees, particularly with willows
of very uncommon girth.

Tioentp-fourth Way's Instruction.
CHINA CONCLUDED.

A description of Pekin and sis vicinity.

Ox approaching the capital of China, no gentlemnen's

houses were seen scattered around: no villas announced

its vicinity. Lord Macartney and his suitcentered it at
e 2 :
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one of the castern suburbs. - The street through which
they passed was paved, and full of people. It ex-
hibited a busy scene of manufacturers, shopkcepers,
and buyers. 'These were diverted, for a while, by the
passing spectacle; Lo they soon returned to their re-
speetive occupations. L. traverse this suburb occu-
pied about fifteen minutes, wi~u the party arrived at
the walls. The approach of the ambassador was an-
nounced by the firing of guns; and refreshinents were
made ready for all the gentlemen, at a resting-place
within the gate. The cily walls were of considerable
height, and their thickness, at the base, about twenty
feet, They were flanked, on the outside, by square
towers, sixty yards distant from cach other. Few of
the houses in Pckin arc higher than one story, nonc
higher than two; and the principal street was consis
derably more than one hundred feet wide. It was
airy, gay, and lightsome, but unpaved, and water was
sprinkled on it, to lay the dust.

The multitude of moveable workshops of tinkers
and barbers, coblers and blacksmiths; the tents and
booths, where tea, and fruit, rice, and other catables
were exposed for sale, with the wares and merchan-
dise arrayed before the doors, had contracted this spa~
Ccious street to a narrow road in the middle. The
cavalcade of officers and soldicers that preceded the
cmbassy; the processions of men in office, attended by
their numerous retinues, bearing umbrellas and flags,
painted lanterns, and a variety of strange insignia of
their rank ~nd station; different trains that were accom-
panying, with lamentable.cries, corpses to their graves,
and with squalling music, brides to their hushands;
- the troops of domedaries laden with coals from Tar-
tary; the wheel-barrows and hand-carts stuffed with
vegetables, occupicd nearly the whole of this middle
space, m one continucd line, leaving very little room
for the cavaleade of the embassy to pass. All was in
motion. The sides of the streets were filled with an
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mfiénsce concourse of people, buying and selling, and
bartering their ditferent commodities. The buzz and
confused noises of this mixed multitnde, proceeding
from the loud bawling of thosc who were aying their
wares ;5 the wrangling of others, with every now and
then, a strange twanging noise, like the jarring of a
cracked Jew’s harp; (the barber’s signal made by his
tweezers ;) the mirth and the laughter that prevailed in
every group, could scarcely be excceded.  Pedlars
with their packs, and jugglers, conjurers and for-
tnue-tellers,  mountebunks  and  quack-doctors, co-
medians and musicians, left no space unoccupied.
The Tartar soldiers, with their whips, kept, with ditfi-
culty, a clear passage for the persons composing the
embassy, to move slewly lorward; so slowly, indeed,
that although they entered the eastern gate at half-
past nine, it was nearly twelve before they arrived at
the western part of the city.

As soon as they had arrived at the eastern side ol
the yellow wall, (a wall of the imperial palace, so called
from the small roof of varnished tiles with which it is
covered,) they turned along it, to the right, and found,
on its northen side, much less bustle than ia the former
street.  Instead of shops, all were private houses. These
were not conspicuous in the front; as before each house
wus a wall or curtain, to prevent passengers from see-
ing the court into which the strect-door opened.  This
wall is called the wall of respect. The cavaleade halted,
for a little while, opposite to the treble gates of the
northern side of the palace-wall.  In the interior, the
gromnd was not level, like all the lunds without the
wall; but several parts of it were raised into hills off
steep ascent; and the places from which the earth had
been taken to form the hills, are now broad and deep
hollows, filled with water. Out of these artificial
lahes, of which the margins are diversified and irregu-
lar, small i-lands rise, ornamented with a variety of
fancitul edifices, and interspersed with trees. On the hills
of different heights, stood the principal.palaces of the
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emperor. The whole had somewhat the appearance of
cnchantment. “On the summit of the loftiest eminences
were trees surrounding summer-houses, and cabinets
contrived for retreat and pleasure.

After this glance, through the gates of the palace
wall, the route 'was continued westerly along the
city. Some Mahometans weve scen, distinguished by
red caps; and among the spectators were several wo-
men, but chicfly cither natives of Tartary, or of a Tar-
tar race. Their feet were not cramped, like those of
the Chinese ; and their shoes, with broad toes, and with
soles more than an inch in thickness, were as clumsy
-as thosc of the Chincse ladies were diminutive. A few of
them were well dressed, and had delicate features, and
their complexions heightened with the aid of art, Some
ol them werc sitting in covered carriages, of which, as
well as of horses, there were several exposed for hire in
different parts of the town. Such of the Tartar ladies
as were secn on horseback rode astride Iihe men.
Tradesmen, with their tools, cnquiring for cmploy-
ment, and pedlars, offering their wares for sale, were
every where to be scen. Several of the sfreets were
narrow, and, at their entrance, gates were erected, near
which guards were stationed, for the purpose, it was
said, of quelling any occasional disturbance in the
neighbourhood.  The train of the embassy crossed
a street which extended, north and south, the whole
length of the Tartar city, almost four miles. They
passed many temples, and other capacions buildings,
and magazines; and, in little more than two hours from
‘their entrance on the eastern side, they reached the
-western gate of -the city. Hence their course was con-
tinued to the open town of Hui-tien. 'I'his place con-
tains few other buildings than those intended for the
sale of goyds, and for the accommodation of artificers,
near ti.e gutumnal palace of Yuen-min-yuen, which
lics a littl;g}ay beyond it.

Between' Hai-tien and Yuen-min-yuen, was a villa
iatended for the accommodation of the ambassador and
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his geite,  Tts walls enclosed at least twelve acres of
ground; and contained = garden, laid out in serpentine
walks, a rivulet winding round an island, a grove of
carious trees, interspersed with patches of lawn, and
diversified with artificial inequalities, and rodks rudely
heaped upon cach other. 'The buildings consisted of*
several separate pavilions, crected round small courts,
T'he apartments were handsome, and not ill contrived,
Reveral ol them were adorned with landscapes, painted
in water-colours, but, like other Chinese paintings, ex~
ccuted with total negleet of Jight and shade.

The emperor being at his hunting-palace, within the
frontiers of Tartary, the ambassador and his suite, after
a littde while, returned to I'ckin, for the purpose of
waiting a proper time to set out for that part of the
country. The principal part of Pekin is called the
Zurtar city, from its having been laid out during the
time when China was first possessed by the Tartars.
It is of a sumewhat square form; and the walls inelude
an arca of about fourteen square miles, in the centre of
which is the imperial palace, oceupying, within the Yellow
Wall, at least one mile, The whole is about one-third
larger than London, on its present extended scale.
This city is merely the seat of government. It is not
a_port, nor a place either of inland trade or manutacture,
vet its population is estimated at about three iillions.
Its low houses seem searcely sufficient for so vast a popu-
lation; but very little room is occupicd by a Chinese
family, at least in the widdling and lower classes ot
life. They have no superfluous apmtmnents. A Chi-
nese dwelling is generally surrounded by a wall six or
seven feet high.  Within this enclosure, a whole family
of three generations, with all their wives aud children,
will frequently be found. One common room is nused
for eating; and one small bed-roem is made to seyve
for the individuals of cach branch of the family, their
beds being divided only by mats hanging from the éeil
ing:

“I'he crowds of people at Pekin do not prevent the
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place from being healthy. The Chinese live, irdecd,
mnch in the open air, increasing or diminishing the
quantity of their apparel, according to the weather.
‘The atmosphere is dry, and does not engender putrid
discascs;* and cxcesses productive of such discases
are seldom commmed. Great order is preserved in
the government of the wity.  Every tenth housckeeper
is answerable for the conduct of the nine neighbouring
families, as far as.he may be supposed capable of con-
trolling it; and the police within the walls is observed
with particular strictness,

Christian missionarics of different nations have
heen permitted to build, in Pckin, four convents, with
churches annexed to them. 'They have lands in the
neighbourhood ; and the society of Jesnits is assertcd
to have been proprictors of many houses in the city
and subwrbs, ot which the revenues served, and served
only, to prowote the purposes of the mission.

While the ambassador remained at Pekin, some of
the gentlemen had occasion often to pass from the
city to the imperial palace in the country, and return-
ing at different times through different suburhs, gates,
and strcets, they had opportunitics of viewing most
parts of the capital. His excellency rode in an Eng-
lish carriage, drawn by four Tartar horses, and con-
ducted by postilions, scleeted from persons in his
guard, who had followed that occupation formerly in
England. It was a new spectacle to the Chinese, ac-
customed only to their own low, clumsy, two-whecled
carriages, fixed without springs, immediately to the
shafts, an little better than common European carts.
When a splendid chariot, intended as a present to the
emperor, was unpacked and put together, nothing could
be more adwmired; but it was necessary to give direc-
tiogs for taking off the box; for when the mandarins
found that so clevated a seat was intended for the
coachman, .they expressed the ntmost astonishment
that it shgld be proposed to place any man in a situ-

<gbove the emperor. So casy is the delicacy of
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thispcople shacked by whatever relates to the person
of fheir sovereign.

On the the cvening before the dop'\rture of the em-
hassy from Pckin, a mandarin of high rank waited
upon his exeelleney, with a message from the emperor,
recommending him to travel, by easy murmes, into
Tartary; and stating that he and his suite should be
accommodated at the palaces, erccted at several sta-
tions, where his imperial majesty was accustomed to
stop in his way to Zhe-hol.

A Narrative of Lorp MacartNey’s Journey from Pekir
* into Tartary, and subscquently to Canton.

Tt embassy left Pekin on the 2d September, 1793,
Lord Macartney travelling in an English post-chaise,
the first probably that ever rolled on the road to Tar-
tarv, and which was drawn by four Tartar horses, con-
ducted by two persons of his excelleney's guard, who
had formerly been  accustomed to that occupation.
1le took, occasionally, some of the mandarins into his
carriage. At first they were startled, lest the earriage
should be everturned; but, heing assured ot its perfect
safety, they became inexpressibly delighted with s
cusiness, lightness, and rapudity.

About twenty miles bevond Pekin, the level of*the
country began to rise A few miles further on, the
wrav cllers sloppod for the day, at onc of the emperor’s
palaces, which was surrounded with a park and plea-
sure-grounds.  On the morning of the fourth day, a
prominent line was descried, strutchmg over the whole
extent of a mountain horizon. ‘This, on a nearer sur-
vey, pssumed its real form of a wall wuh battlcmcnts.
1t was the famons wall ¢f China, which is not so re~
markable for its anuqmty,(havmn' been constructed three
centuries before the Christian era,) nor for its extent
of fiftcen hundred miles, as for its wonderful appear-
ance on the mountains, over which it is ecarried, the

r-3 .



323 MACARTNEY'S JOURNEY INTO TARTARY.

lbcifticst elevations of which are apparently inaceggsi-

e.

*  As the travellers advanced into Tartary, the roads
became more rugged, the mountains less richly clothed,
and the trees (hesides different sorts of pines of no
great size) were chietly stunted oaks, aspin; elm, hazel,
and walnat-trees, auninished to the size of shrubs,
During the seventh, and last day’s journey, the moun-
tains, receding a little fromn each other, opencd to the
view of the travellers the valley of ZAe-kol.

To this valley his imperial majesty retires, from his
Chinese dominions, during the summer. [t contains a
palace and pleasure-grounds; the former called the
“ Seat of grateful coolness,” and the latter the * Gar-
den of innumerable I'rees.”

The embassy was received with military Lonours,
amidst a crowd of spectators on horseback and on foot;
and the cdifices destined for it were situated on the
gentle slope of a hill, at the southern extremity of the
village of Zhe-hol. Soon aftcr its arrival, two manda-
rins of rank waited on the ambassador, with compli-
ments from his imperial majesty, and from the colao,
or first minister. "The ambassador being indisposed,
Sir George Staunton, as winister plenipotentiary in
his ahsence, waited on the colao, whom he found in a
small apartment of the imperial palace, seated on a plat-
form covered with silk, between two Chinese and two
Tartar mandarins of state. A chair was brought for
the English minister. The colao then demanded to
know the object” of the embassy. This demand was
easily satisfied, by Sir George delivering a translation
into the Cainese Janguage, of his majesty’s letter to the
emperor. Difliculties arose rvespecting the cerernony
of introduction to the emperor; and, after much dis-
cussion, it was settled, that instead of the servile pros-
tration which is customary at the court of China, the
empere.: should he satisfied with the same forin ol re-
spectful obeisance from the Fnglish, which they were

- accustopied to pay to their own sovereign; and the
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tith of September was fixed for the reception of
thé embassy.  In the interval, such of the presents as
had been brought to Zie-hol were carried to the pa-
lace, and civil messages, implying the satisfaction they
gave to his imperial majesty, were conveyed to the am-
bassador. ‘

On the day of presentation the embassy assemble |
before daylight, in the garden of the palace. In the
middle of the garden was a spacious and magnificent
tent, supported by gilded, painted, or varnished pillars,
The ecanvas of which it was composed, did not follow
the obliquity of the cords, along their whole length, to
the pegs fastened in the ground; but, about midway,
it was suffered to hang perpendicularly down, while the
upper part of the canvas constituted the roof.  Within
the tent was placed a throne, and oppuosite to the throne
was a wide opening, from which a yellow fly-teut pro-
Jected to a considerable distance.  T'he furniture of the
tent was elegant, without glitter or afteeted embellish-
ments,  Several small round tents were pitched in fronr,,
and one of oblong form, stood immediately belind,
The latter was intended for the emperor, in case he
should choose to retire to it from his throne,  Of the
small tents in front, one was for the use of the embassy,
wlile it waited for the arrival of the emperor.  Some of
the others were destined for the tributary prinees of Tar-
tary, and for delegates from other tributary states, who
were assembled at Zhe-hol on the occasion of the em-
perors birth-day, and who attended, on this day, to grace
the reception of the English ambassador.  Some tents
also were placed for the male branches of the emperor’s
fimily, and the principal ofticers of state. In the grear
tent, his imperial majesty was to receive, on his throne,
the delegate from the king of Great Britain. .

Soon after daylight the sound of several instruments,
and the confused voices of men at a distance, announced -
the emperor’s approach. e soon appeared from be-
hind a high and almost perpendicular mauntain, skirted
with trees, asif from a sacred grove, preceded by a
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great number of persons, proclaiming aloud his virtues
and his power. He was seated in a sort of open chaify or
triumphal car, born by sixteen men, and was accompa-
nied and followed by guards, officers of the household,
high flag and wmbrella-bearers, and music. He was
clad in pla¥a dark silk, with a velvet bonnet, in form
not much difterent from the bonnet of the Scoteh high-
fanders; on the front ol it was placed a large pearl,
the only jewel or ornament he seemed to wear.

On his entrance into the tent he immediately ascended
the throne, by the front steps, consecrated to his use
alone. The prime minister and two of the principal
persons of his houschold, were close to him, and always
spoke to him upon their knecs. The princes of his
family, the tributaries and great officers of state, being
alrcady arranged in their respective places in the tent,
the president of the tribunal of rites conducted the am-
bassador (who was attended by his paze and Chinese
interpreter, and accompanied by the minister plenipo-
tentiary) nearcst to the foot of the throne, en the left
side, which, according to the usages of China, is ac-
counted the place of honour. The other gentlemen of
the embassy, together with a great number of manda-
rins and officers of inferior dignity, stood at the prin-
cipal opening of the tent, from which most of the ce-
remonics that passed within it could be observed.

Ilis excellency was habited in a richly embroidered
suit of velvet, adorned with a diamond budge and star,
of the Order of the Bath. Over the suit b wore along
mantle of the same order, sufliciently ample to eover
the limus of the wearer, Insurncted by the president of
the tribur~l of rites, he held, between both hands,
above his head, a large and magnificent box of gold,
adorned with jewels, in which was cnclosed lis
majesty’s letter to the emperor. Ascending the few
steps that led to the throne, and, bending on one
knec, he presented the box, with 2 short address, to
his imperial majesty; who, graciously recciving the same
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with his own hands, placed it by his side. He then ex«
préfsed the satisfaction he felt at the testimony which
his Britannic majesty had given to him, of his esteem
and good will; and said that he entcrtained sentiments
of the same kind towards the sovereign of Great Bri-
tain, and hoped that harmony would always be main-
tained among their respective subjects,

This mode of reception of the representative of
Great Britain, was considered, by the Chinese court, as
particularly honourable,  The emperor, after some
further conversation with the ambassador, gave, as the
first present to his Britannic majesty, a gem or precious
stone, as it was called by the Chinese, and accounted
by them of high value. It was upwards of a foot in
length, and curionsly carved into a form, intended to
resemble a seeptre.

The Chinese ctiquette requiring that ambassadors,
hesides the presents brought in the name of their sove-
reiun, shonld offer others for-themselves, bis excellency
and the ninister plenipoteutiary, Sir George Staunton,
respectfully presented theirs, which his imperial majesty
received; and he presented gifts in return to thewn,
During the whole of the ceremonics the emperor ap-
peared pertectly unreserved, clicerful, and uwoaftocted.

"Uhe attention ol his imperial majesty to his Buropean
guests, eontinned  throughout the day. A banquet
being served, he sent to them several dishes from his
own table.  The ambassador, soon after his rveturn to
his lodgings, received, from the cmperor, presents of
silks, poreelain, and tea, for himsclt” and a1l the gentle-
wen of his snite.  The next instance of civility was an
invitation of his excellency and his suite to see the
pleasure-grounds of Zhc-hol.  The appointment of
any courtier of rank to attend the ambassador inghie
tour, might have appeared a suflicient honour; bu¥ he
was not a little surprised, when he found that the prime
minister himself had been ordered to give up some por-
tion of his time, from the calls of government, to accom-
pany them in a tour of pleasure and curiosity.
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The imperial gardens of Zhe-hol, besides displqiing
the wealth and pomp of China, exhibit even its tast in
a favourable point of view. The visitors first entered
through magnificent woods and lawns, resembling an
English park: after having travelled through these for
about three miles, they came to a lake so formed as'to
appear to lose itselt' iu he distance. Luntering a mag-
nificent barge, they sailed .'~ng this fine picce of water,
which presented, at every turn, such varied features of
shore, bay, rock, and wood, that it appeared the grand-
est specimen of ornamented nature they had ever
beheld.  They were landed at numerous pavilions,
filled with vases, porcclain, spheres, orreries, clgeks,
and other instruments, of excellent workmunship, and
in great profusion. And they were assured that these
were greatly surpassed by what were preserved in the
apartinents of the ladies, which they were not allowed
to approach.

"I'he emperor’s birth-day was kept with greac solem-
nity, and constituted a festival, which, accerding to a
Tartar custom, was distingnished by the assemblage of
great lords and officers of state, from cvery part of the
empire. T'welve thousand mandarins are said to have
been present at the great review; and the troops re-
viewed are stated to have amounted to eighty thousand.
For several days afterwards, games of various kinds,
pantomimes, dances, and firc-works, continued to be
exhibited.

Some of the contrivances for the latter were new to
the Erglishmen.  Awong others, a large box was litted
up to a considerable height, and on the bottom falling
out, as if vy accident, a multitude of paper lanterus,
folded flat, issued from the box. These untolded
themselves; and, as cach lantern assumed a regular
form, a‘light was suddenly perceived, of a beautfully
.coloured flame, burning brightly within it. The
strangcrs were astonished, and could not imagine by
what delusion of sight these lanterns had appeared, or
by wlgfproperty of combustible naterials they had be-
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compe lighted, without any communication from the out-
side, to produce the flame within. 'This unfolding and
development were several times repeated, with a differ-
ence of fizure and colours every time. On cach side
of the large box was a correspondence of smaller boxes:
these opened in a similar manner, and let down a kind
of net-work of fire, with divisions of various forms,
which shonc like burnished copper, and flashed, like
lightning, with every impulse of the wind. The whole
was terminated by a kind of voleano, or eruption of ar-
tificial fire.  All these entertainments were exhibited on
the lawn before the emperor’s tent, and in the open air.

The gentlemen of the embassy were afterwards spec-
tators of a kind of pantomime, exhibited in a small but
handsome theatre, which had three open stages, one
above another.  'The performance was in several acts,
and lasted a great part of the afterncon.

After the celebration of his birth-day, the emperor
returned to Pekin, and the ambassador preceded him
thither. The expdfiices of the embassy, from the time
of'its landing, had been supported at the public cost;
for, in this conntry, all foreign ambassadors are con-
sidered as guests, whose expences the public must
defray.  Hence Lord Macartuey was sensible that his
continuance ought not to he prolonged. Tle conse-
uently solicited permission to depart; and, after a lietle
while, a day was fixed tor his andience of leave.  This
took place in the great hall of Yuen-min-yuen, an
apartment one hundred and ten feet in length, and
forty-two in breadth.  The answer of the cmperor of
China to the king of Great Britain was contained in a
roll of paper covered with silk, and was placed on a.
chair, in the middle of the hall, for the purpose of being
conveyed to the ambassador’s apartments. :

The departure of the embassy from Pekin took place
on the 7th of October. Early in the morning of this day”
the prime minister, and other great officers of state, came
to a pavilion within the gates of Pekin, to go through
the ceremonies of taking leave of the ambassador.
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Several gracious expressions were communicatcd to, the
latter, on the part of his imperial majesty; and the Tull
ctiquette of Chinese civility was observed by the minis-
ter who represented him,  T'wo tubes of bamboo-wood,
covered wth yellow cloth, were placed upon a table.
These contained 10lls of yellow paper, resembling vel-
lum: on one of them « 25 written a list of the imperial
presents, and on the other an answer to the demands
-which had been made by the ambissador.  Both rolls
were tied, with yellow ribbons, behind the shoulders of
a mandarin of the fifth order, to be carried by him on
horseback, as far as the river on which his excellency
was to embark, -

After leaving Pekin, by one of the castorn gates, the
ambassador and his retinne proceeded towards Tong-
choo-foo; and ncar Tien-sing they cutered the Great
Canal.  Beyond this place they passed an extensive
morass, which, being below the level of the canal,
could be used as a drain for its superfluous waters. It
contained nwnerous lakes, some ol®wlich weve nearly
covered. with fishing -vessels. Many ot the fish are
caught by a species of corvorant, well known in China,
by the name of lue-tze.  These birds, which are not
much larger than ducks, and are trained {or the pur-
pose of fishing, dive into the water, and svmctimes
bring up fishes nearly as heavy as thonselves,

The vessels in which the gentlemen of the ambassy
were conveyed, subsequently passed through a delight-
ful country, almost every part of which was cultivated.
As they approached the Yellow River, the canal pre-
sented a grand spectacle. 1t was one  thousand
fect broau; was bordered with quays of marble and
granite, and had a continued range of Louses on each
side. The canal itself, aud the various mmor canals
which branched from it, were neurly covered with ship-
ping. The Yellow River was thick and muddy, and
flowed at the rate of seven or cight miles an hour. A
voyage of about one hundred miles, brought the cn-
bassy to the Yang-tse-kiang. ‘The appearance of the
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country was now superior to that of any which they had
yet seen. The fleets of vessels of every description,
moving to and fro; the continued succession of cities,
towns, and villages; the varicd aspeet and high culti-

- vation of the lands, prodnced an extraordinary and

pleasing combination.

On arriving at Soutchoo-foo, they sailed for three
hours through the suburbs, before they veached the
city, The inhabitants of this part of China appeared
to be more opulent and cheerful than those in the
northern provinees, and were usually well dressed in
silk.  The ladies were handsomer, and showed them-
sclves without much reserve.

The next great town at which the embassy arrived,
was Han-choo-foo.  In magnitude it appeared almost:
to rival Pckin.  Here the TIuperial or grand canal
terminates in a large irregular basing which is increas-
cd by the waters of a considerable lake.  Han-choo-foo
is situated between the basin of the grand canal, and
the river Chen-tang-chaung, which, at high watcr, is
four miles wide. At low water there is a fine level
strand nearly two miles broad. Although the population.
of this city is supposed to be not much inferior to
that of Pckin; yet it has nothing grand, in its appear-
ance, except the walls. The houses are Jow; none
of them being more than two stories high.  The streets
are narrow, paved in the middle, withlarge flags,and on
cach side with small flat stones.  ‘The chief streets eon-
sist entirely of shops and warchouses; many of them”
not inferior to the most splendid of those in London.
A brisk and extensive trade seems to be carried on in
sitks, in furs, and even in English broad-cloths. It
was difficult to pass along the streets, in consequence of
the vast concourse of people. In the shops several
men, but no women, were behind the counters: most
of them were gaily dressed, and appeared to be in com-
fortable circumstances.

After leaving Ilan-choo-foo, the embassy ascended
a river, through the pebbly strean of which the barges
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were dragged along by main force. The ambassador
and his suite were then conducted overland to the river
Peikiangho, which flows to Canton. The stream of
this river was at first so shallow, that it conld be navi-
gated onlty by barges; and the surrounding country
was, in an extraordu.ovy degree, wild, mountainous,
and barren. The rocks wpuvroached so close to the
shores, that, in some places, their summits appeared
almost to touch each other across the stream. The
vessels thus appeared to sail through the midst of im-
mense caverns. Extensive mines of coal were worked
in this part of the country.

On entering (uang-tong, the ambassador and the
gentlemen who accompanied him, experienced a morti-
fying change fromn that respectful courtesy with which
they bad hitherto been treated. They were now sub-
jected to an extremely rude and insolent behaviour,
even from the peasantry. This contempt of strangers,
which continued to increase as they approached Canton,
was considered to emanate from that city, and tv be a
consequence of the habits of rudeness and insolence
which are prevalent there, 'T'he official conductors of

.the cmbassy were, however, uniformly respectful and
attentive,

They arrived at Canton on the 19th of December;
and peculiar honours were paid to the ambassador by
a viceroy, who had recently been appointed.  The in-
habitants of the place were thus taught to consider the
Englizh as no longer destitute of protection,.or unwor-

thy of respect. .

"+ The ciy and suburbs of Canton are situated chiefly
on the eastern bank of the Pe-kiang river. The em-
bassy was lodged on the opposite side, in gnarters, con-
sisting of separate buildings, which were spacious and
convenient. Some of them were fitted up in the Eng-

. lish s'yle, with glass windows and firc-grates, The
latter, though in a country bordering upon the tro-
pic, werg; found to be very comfortable. A large
garden;®with ponds and parterres, surrounded the
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lmild.ings. On one side was a temple, and on the other
a lofty edifice, the top ot which commanded a view of
the river and the shipping, as well as of the city and
adjacent country.

+ Canton bears many marks of the mixture offoreign-
ers with natives. ‘L'lie bandsome factories of the dif-
ferent nations of Europe trading to it, situated in a line
along the river, outside of the walls of the city, each with
its national flag flying over it, are strongly contrasted with’
the Chinese buildings, and are an ornament to the whole,
The number of strangers to be seen in the suburbs,
while their ships are loading and unloading in the river;
their Tarious languages, dresses, and characteristic de-
portment, would leave it almost a doubt, if a judgment
were to be formed from that part of the town, to what
nation it belonged. The vicinity of the foreign facto-
ries is filled with store-houses, for the reception of Fu~
ropean goods. The front of almost every house is
a shop; and the shops of one or more strects are
adapted chiefly to the wants of strangers. All pur-
chases are made cither by individuals belonging to
the ships, or by agents of companies in Lurope.
‘Though the exports from Canton consist of many arti-
cles, their comparative importance is almost absorbed
in that of teca.  On the ambassador leaving this place, .
the same honours were paid to him, as had been paid at
his arrival in China.

T'he final departure of the embassy from the conntry, .
took place in the beginning of March, 1794,  Its whole
expencee, to the emperor of China, is estimated to have
been not less than one hundred and seventy-three thou-
sand pounds sterling; and, to the British government,
zbout eighty thousand pounds.

A few Notes from the Narrative of Lorp AyMmuEeRst's
Embassy to China, in the Year 1810.

NorwirisTANDiNG the arrangements which had been
made by Lord Macartney, the impositions and miscon-
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duct of the local authorities at Canton, continued to be
50 vexatious, that, towards the end of the year 18135, it
was resolved to send another embassy from Great Bri-
tain to the Chinese eapital.  Lord Amherst was selected
for thetoflice of ambassador; Sir George 'Thomas
Staunton, son of the: .. ‘cretary of embassy to Lord Ma-
cartney, bore the rank of sceond commissioner; and
Henry Fllis, Esq. accompanied it as third commnissioner.
T'he naval part of the expedition consisted of the Alceste
frigate, commanded by Captain Murray Maxwell; the
Lyra brig, Captain Basil Hall; and the General Hewitt
Indiaman; the latter of which carried out the presents,

When the ¢xpedition had arrived off' the Ladrone
islands, the ambassador reecived, from the emperor of
China, a message, stating his pleasure that the embassy
should be received as on the former occasion; and add-
ing, that the requisite orders had been sent to the ports
of the Eastern und Yellow Seas, for that purpose.

On the 28th of June, 18186, die vesscls anchored not
far from the mouth of the river Peifio; and, six days
alierwards, two authorised mandarins, the one of civil
rank and the other a military officer, went on hoard to
pay their respects to the ambassador. This was a
visit of ceremony, and business was only incidentally
introduced.  But, among other things, they mentioned
the ceremony called ko-fou, or prostration before the
emperor, in which the ambassador was expected to
knecl down and knock his head nine times against the
ground; observing that some previous practice would
be necessary, to ensure the decorous performanee of it.
No decinive arrangeinent, however, was made on the
subject.

The embassy landed on the 9th of August, and pro-
eeeded a little way up the river Peiho, to the town of
ZT'uncoo, which is deeribed to have consisted merely of
mud-"ouses, and to have given the strungers no very
Tavourgble impression of the state of the Chinese towns,
The people seemed to be orderly and good-humoured,
but hitherto no signs were exhibited of very exuberant
population. - The appcearance of the country improved,
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as th® enibassy advanced; and wany enclosures were
seen, appropriated to the cultivation of’ millet and gar-
den-vegetables.

- On the 1th the expedition reached 7ienSing, 1f
fine buildings and striking localities, says Mr. Ellis, the
narrator of the journey, are regnired to give interest to
a seene, this has no claims: but, on the oiher hand, 1f
the gradual erowding of junks or bouts, till they become
innmwerable; a vast population; buitdings, though not
clegant, yet regular and peculiar; eareful and success-
ful cultivation, can supply these deficiencies, the en-
Trando Ticn-«ing will not be withont attractions to
The traveller. Pyramids of wolt, covered with mats, and
stnilar to those deseribed by Mr. Barrow in bis account
of Lovd Macartey's embassy, were the most striking
objeets in the «ecne.

The expedition was two honrs and a haif in passing,
from the beginning of the line of housces on the right
bauk of the river, to the place of anchorage.  Opposite’
to a small fort the Chinese troops were drawn up.
Among thewn were matehlock-men, wearing black caps.
Some companies were dressed in loug yellow and black
striped garmends, which literally covered them trom
Lead to toot: they also carried larpe shields.  These
soldicers were callcd tigers, bat their appearance was more
Likely to excite ndicule than terror, ‘T'he excess of po-
pulation was hore very surprising. Mr. BEllis counted
two hundred speetators on one junk; and cach vessel
was cqually eronded.  The pyrmmids of salt were so
covered, that they appeared fike pyramids of men; yet,
a more orderly assenblage condd not be presented in
any country.

Lord Awmherst was informed, that himself and his
suite would be honoured with an imperial banqguet at
nine o'clock the next day. Accordingly, at the time
appointed, they procecded to the palace of the emperor.
On entering the hall they observed, before a screen, a
table, the front of which was covered with yellow silk.
A.f_'tet a few polite speeches, one of the Chitcse ofticers
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observed to his lordship, that, as the entertainment
was given by the emperor, the same cercmonics would
be-performed by the mandarins, and expected from the
English,%s if he wo» present; and the ko-fou, or ceres
mony of prostration, was ~pecifically mentioned. Lord
Amherst declared his willingr. s to abide by the pre-
cedent of Lord Macartney: when, to his excessive asto-
nishment, one of the Chincse officers declared his
personal recollection of the performance of that cere-
mony by the former ambassador, and appealed to Sir
George Staunton to corroborate the fact.  Ile even pro-
duced a paper, which he pretended to be an tXtract
from an official document, stating the circumstance.
Every argument that wit, cunning, and falschood could
suggest, was successively employed, but to no purpose.
The ambassador was inflexible m his determination not
to perform a ceremony which would be so degrading to
his country. At length the Chinese officers uaid that
they would not insist on the performance of it, on the
present occasion; but they threw the responsibility of
the refusal on the ambassador.  With a view to concilia-
tion, his lordship agrced to make as many bows to the
yellow silk as they performed prostrations.  This was
accomplished, and here the matter ended for the present.
On the ensuing day, as the expedition advanced up
the river, the discussion of points relative to the cere-
monies to be performed, perpetually recurred; but no
decisive arrangement was made. The cembassy pro-
ceeded, and, on the 21st of August, reached Tong-choo,
where another mission, from the emperor, was preparcd
to meet it, and to recommence the same unpleasant dis«
cussions. This mission consisted, among others, of a
nobleman of the first rank, and of a sort of Lord Cham-
berlain, or president of ceremonies. 'I'he ambassador,
however, cofitinned unshaken in his resolution; dis~
tinctly stating that he should enter into the imperial
gresonce in the same manner as his predecessor, Lord
facartney, had approached the late emperor. The
embaesy cdntinued several days at this place; after
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whidh it was directed to proceed, by laad, and with all
possible dispateh, to Pekin.

Lord Amherst, his son, Sir George Staunton, and
M. Ellis, travelled in an Lnglish carriage, which was
now unpacked, for the first time, siice their disem-
barkation. ‘The other persons connected with the em-
bassy rode in a hind of carts, which werc found
extrentely” inconvenient, from being without springs.
Aftter having skirted the walls of Tong-choo, they came
upon the paved granite road which leads to Pekin.
About sun-set they passed a wall of good masonry,

~Whick=seemed to enclose a handsome park, with pavi-
*linns, open onall sides, and having highly decorated roofs.
They halted ar a large village hall’ way, where it was
mtimated to them that the audience with the emperor
would probably take place on the morrow; but this was
considered, by Lord Amherst, to be wholly impracti-
cable.

Three miles from the halting-place they entered the
suburb, which continues to the gate of Pekin; and,
about midnight, they reached the gate by which Lord
Macartney had eutered that city.  They passed it, and,
carlv in the mormng, arrived at Hai-tien, the residence
of one of the chicf ministers, where the majority of the
suite remained: but the party in the carnage, and a
few others, were conveyed to Ywen-min-ynen, where the
emperor then was,  On their arrival at this place, man-.
darins, with buttons of all colours, (the Chinese badges
of distinction,) were in waiting ; and other badges of
office were noticed, which indicated that the sovereign
was ncar at hand. .

The strangers were hurried into a. small apartment,
much out ot repair, and Lord Amherst had scarcely
taken a seat, when a message was brought, that the em-
peror wished to see him and the commissioners imme-
diately. The impossibility of his attendance was urged
in reply: the fatigue incurred by travelling during the
night; the want of proper dresses; ard, above all, the
irregularity of appearing at the imperial cdurt without
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their requisite eredentials. Tn the mean time their
small room becane crowded with rude spectators, whose
insolent curiosity was very oppressive.  Every possible
weans of persnasion was attempted, but the ambassa--
dor positively declined “roving any where, at present,
but to private apartinents.  V~ an inducement for han
to comply, he was told that his awn ceremony would
be adwitted: but this trich, for such it subsequently
proved, did not avail.  Shortly afterwards a mes-
sage arrived, stating that the emperor dispensed with
the ambassador’s immediate attendance; and he was
permitted to return to Tlai-tien.  Here Be hoped o ob-
tain some rest, but, within a {fow hours after his arrival,
it was anmounced to hibm that the cioperor, incensed  at
his non-attendanee, had ordeved his homediate depar-
tuve from the country.  The imperial conneands were
s00n put into execution; and, in this extraordinary
manner, terminated the second embassy from Great
Britain to the court of Pekin,  The only royal tavour
received was a handsome breakfust.  Sowne unifling pre-
sents were accepted ; and some small gifts were re-
turncd.

The reigning emperor of China was the son of Kien-
Long, to whom the cinbassy under Lord Macartney had
bceq sent.  He appears to have been a wenl- man; and,
in the present instance, to have been duped by his own
courticrs, one of whom asserted to him that the lo-fox
had been perforined, by Lord Macartmiy, to the late
cmperor. .

Without br ‘ng permitted to enter the gates of Pekin,
the departure of the embassy was hastened with the
most inconvenient celerity.  The ambassador reached
the boats at 7ong-choo in the worning of the 30th of
Angust.  On the second of September he embarked 5
and, on the 'dixth, he once more arrived at Tien-sing.
Six dayseafterwards he left his former route, and centered
the river Eu-ho; on the 23d of September he came to the
imperial canal; and in somewhat less than a month
afterwards,-he rcached the vicinity of Nankin. The
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w:\ll:‘. of thig city arc described to skirt a hill, which 1~
meluded withm their circuit.  The height of the walls is
about forty feet, and the gate is a simple avchway thirty -
five paces broad.  Near the gate are two la;gv tem-
ples.  The English gentlemen were not permitted to
penetrate the streets as far as the eclebrated tower call-
ed “the Poreelain Tower:”  they, however, could
ascertain that it was of octagonal shape, and nine sto-
ries high.  On the first of January, 1817, the embassy
reached the ¢ity ot Canton; and, shortly afterwards,
left the country.

Twentp-Afifth) Dap's Fnstruction.
TARTARY.

'nnne the namc of Tartary is comprehended the whoje
region that s bounded, on the east, by the Pacific
Occan: on the south by China, Tibet, India, and Per-
sta; on the west by the Caspian Sea and Europe; and
ou the north by the Aretie or Frozen Ocean. Many oi
the: countries comprised within these limits, are wild
and gninhabited; and some of them, towards the south,
are inhabitcd, not by a people who have local establich-
ments and fixed places of residence, like those of civi-
hzed pations, but who live a wundering and unsettled
life, for the purpose of plunder, or of depasturing their
flocks and herds.

A considerable tract of this region was known to the
ancients by the name of Seythia. It is now usually
divided, by geographers, into Chinese Tartary, Inde-
pendent Tartary, and Russian Tartary or Siberia,

CHINEST TARTARY

Is s0 called because it is subject to the empire of Chika.
It is inhabited by various tribes, which, formerly, were
: e
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cnmprehended under the gencral name of Mongol or
Mogul Tartars. These constituted a warlike aund for-
midable nation, which, at different periods, conquercd
both Hindostan and China.  The Tartars of the west
retain their ancient appellation; but those of the cast
arc now called Mandlinos.

The Manchoo Tartars .ave few towns or villages,
and live chiefly near the banis of rivers, occupying
themselves in fishing, and in hunting sables and othex
animals that are valnable on acconnt of their fur.
"Lheir principal town is called Ningouta. Tt is sur-
rounded by a wooden tence, consisting of stakes touch-

.ing cach other, and twenty fect lmrl\' and a pairsado”

on thc outside of the fonee, aleague in chreuit.

They are described to be peace cefl in disposition, but
stupid and clownizh m their habits.  They do not sow
tnuch corn;y and their elothes are formed chicliy o
skins, dressed and dyed of several colours, wd sewed
together with the fibres of animals. Lt is asserted thar
they had, formerly, neither temples nor idols, bur ther
they worshipped a Supieme Being, and oftered ~aun
fices to him, Since the conguest of Chima, however
many of them pay their adorations to an imagpuy
divinity called Fo; and others are worshippers of by
Cirand Lama.

The Mongols had the same origin as the Tartars who
accompanied Tamerline in the conquist of Persia
Their climate is so ungenial, that, in the more clevated
paxts of the country, ice and snow coutinne on the
ground through nearly the whole year.

Little is known respecting the interior of the country;
but such of the inhabitants as have been seen by Euro-
peans, arc described to be somncwhat short in stature,
,g;ough strongly made. Their faces are broad, their noses

a

t, their eyes small, their lips thick, their complexions-

sallow; and their hair is black, and nearly as strong as
horse-ha.:. They are gnick of comprehension, and
active and animated in all their movements. Their
dress consists of large shirts and calico drawers,
and of #n exterior garment, lined with sheep-skins,

1
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which reaches to their feet. On horseback they wear a
short jacket, trowsers, and hosc, all formed of skin; and,
on their heads, they have caps bordered with fur.
Their principal amusements consist in archery, wres-
tling, dancing, and music, but particularly th racing:
and many even of the girls are able to outstrip the men
m the course.  The Mongol Tartars are permitted to
have several wives, but they are generally satisfied with
one. Mmriages are celebrated at a very carly age;
and the fortunce of the bride usually consists of cattle or
sheep.

They are subjeet to mmcrous chiefs or leaders; but
aiey- bave one principal leader, who has the appellation
of the Great Khan, and is paramount in authority.
[hey are extiemely dexterons as hovsemen; and so ex-
pertin the use ot their weapons, that, while on full
saltop, they are able, at a consicdi rable distanee, 1o

sut o pole with aspear or anairow.

Blaving a peculiar aversion to a settled and domestic
. they usually set out on theie peregrinations in the

prag of the yeary and, often m a body of several hun-
Peeds together, they procecd to sone spot that is noted
“ e fertihty, Here they continue till all the verdure
« e ground s consumed, when they remove to some
1+ ¢ spot cqually adapted to the supply of their wants.
r'hey subsist on the flesh of ‘their horses and Hlocks,
(v iich many of them eat raw,) and on food obtained by
hupting and fishing 3 as well as on the milk of camels,
goats, cows, and mares.  From the sour milk of mares
they distil a kind of spirit, with which they intoxicate
themselves. They smoke a great deal of tobacco; and
are, in gencral, excussively filthy, both in their persons
and their food.

Their tents are of a circular form, and covered witl,
a large picce of coarse woollen cloth. A fire is made in
the middle of’ each tent, and the smoke escapes through
a round hole in the top.  The tents of the cluefs are o1
larger dimensions; and, in many instances, are hung
with silk, and floored with Persian carpets.

Q?
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INDLPENDENT TARTARY

Is #0 named from its not being dependent on any of
the great surrounding powers, China, Russia, ov Per-
sia. It comprises an ext ot ol country about twebve
Lhundred miles, from cast to we:t and eight handred
wndd fifty miles from north to south.  Several parts of it
are mountainous, but much of its surface consists of
widdy-extended deserts. Some writers suppose i to
1 e anciently constituted a portion of Persia, It ix
aivided into nnmerous provinces, of which those called
Turkistan, Usbee Tartary, Buebaria, Kirghise, and
Daghistanare the best known.

"I'he habits, manners, and customs of it inhabitants.
: re supposed, in most respeets, to resemble those of the
Mongols.

SIBERIA OR RUSSYAN TART\RY

{5 a country of vast extent, reaching fiom fifty to more
than seventy-live degrees of north latitide; and extend-
ng along the whole northern fiontier ol Awa. It s
subject 1o the government of’ Russia, by which conntry
it is bonnded on the west: and 1t is principally hnown
from the trade which its inhabitants carry onin {ures, and
from its being the region to which conviets are banished
from the Fwropean dominions of Russia.

tts southern districts only are fitted for the residence
of human beings. 1In some part of these the elimate
i~ mild, and _ie soil, if properly cultivatcd, would be
productive.  DBnt the popnlation is insuflicient for an
extensive cultivation, except in the hmmediate viemity
of the towns. The northern and eastern distriets ex-
hibit a succession of impenetrable forests, of widely-cx-
tended moi 1sses, lakes, and mountsins, that are unfit
hoth for pasturage and culture. Nearly the whole of
this part, as far as the sixtieth degree of north latitude,
would be absolutely impassable, if the ice, which never
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thats to the depth ol more than six or cight inches, did
not renain hard beneath the surface, Towards the sonth
are vast forests of pine, larch, fir, and other trees.
Whear, barley, aats, rye, and buck-wheat, arb all pro-
dneed around the take of Baikal; and near Irkoutst .
Roliviu, and seine of the other towns, Frunt-trees ot
several kinds grow wild in sonthern Siberia, and straw -
berries, currant~. and cherries are abundant; and peae
the Volaa and the Ural exeellent melons are grown,

Throneh the greatest part of Siberia, the climate
iay be considered as frigid, rather than either tem-
norateOr warnk, Three fonrths of the whole country
e beew een the sane parallels o latitade as Norway and
Lopland, Sowtheand of the lake of Bikal, the elhmare
1= soid oo spomsd wath that of Prossiaand Germany .
Fis the parthornopart the chanpe of seasons is deseribe!
ot neehacly vapd o the ) oo wmter s, almost i
storrsaesae by, suceceded by a warm summer: and o
vt wof the vegetation s very sarprising. There s
acthor speong nos awtwnn, and the cunmier is coraprised
wathiog the short petiad of sixoor e hit weeks.

Sowe of the Ribovan rivers, parvticudarly the Obi, tie
Fenacl, and the Lean, are of erecat extent. Toe conrse
of the O is estimarad at nearly two thovsad mile..
In this connuy there are several considerable lakes
varteaiarly Lake Bavhal, and a large Take between the
Obi aaud the Irtech, one handred and seventy mile
fong.

The prncipal mountuins of Siberia wre the Uralian
and Altaian; sowe oi which abound in valuable minersd
rodactions: but their distance feom any navigable e
renders thesr productions unavaifuble for commereiad
purposes, to the extent which miight otherwise have been
the ease. Many of the mountains and forcsts ahound i
wild animals, which the natives hunt for their fle h oid
skins.

‘Fhiscountryis divided intotwo principal guveinmonts,
of 'I'obolsk on the west, and Irkutsk on the east; and
these are each subdivided into several provinees, 't
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whole population is computed at about three millions
and a quarter; and the mhabitants vary much in their
manners gnd customs.  They speak languages which
radically differ from -ach other. '

The religion of the Gowk chureh, which is professed
m Russia, has not made muen wrogress in this country.
Many of the Tartar tribes, in the south-western distriets,
are Mahometans; others are votaries of the grand
Lama, and others are worshippers of idols.  OFf the
Greek church there are two archicpiscopal sees: those
of Tobolsk and Irkutsk. -

The trade of Siberia, which is craried on with Russia
and China, cousists principally in the furs of sables and
other animals. These are in great request in China,
and the Siberians receive, in return for them, tea, silk,
and other articles.  They exchange, with the Russians,
furs, horses, cattle, and sheep, for woollen- cloths, iron,
and household utensils. On the eoasts of the Black
Sea they have some commerce with Turkey. The
principal Russian ports ave those of Astracan, Churie,
and Kisliar near the mouth of Terck.

Of the towns in the interior of Siberia the most im-
portant are those of Tobolsk, Kolivan, and Irkutsk: the
last of which is stated to contain nearly twelve thousand
inhabitants.

The eastern part of Asiatic Russia comprises the
great peninsula called Kamtschatha, which lies between
the fifty-sccond and sixty-fourth degrees of north
latitude, and the hundred and fifty-filth and bun-
dred and sixty-third degrees of cast longitude.
It is divided into two parts by a chain of hills, which
extend from north to south. Being nearly environed
by the sea, the climate is by no means so severe as that
of the interior of Siberia; yet the summer does not con-
tinue aore than four months, and the summits of the
hills are covered with snow through the whole year,

Mines of iron and copper have been discovered in
several parts of the country, and marble and other kinds
of limestone are by no means uncowmon. In Kamts-
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chatha there are three voleanoes, which almost always
ent smoke, but from which fire has seldom been ob-
served to issue,  In the years 17397 and 1739, however,
there were some tremendous cruptions, whiclewere fol-
lowed by carthquakes.  From the summit of another
mountain fabis a cataract of hoiling water.

Kamtschatha abounds in many valuable species of
Hmber tices: and has nunmicrous plants that ave uectul
tor medicmal and domestic purposes. Both tame and
wild ammals are mamerous.  Among the latter are
black and wiute hears, lynxes, boars, wolves, foxes, elhe,
and reveral speeies of deer; but the wmost estimable of
the whole, for conmercial purposes, are the sables, the
fins of which are here considercd more valuable thao
those in any other part of the world.  The sca-coasts
abound in seals, and in innumerable species of fish.

o odhabitants of Kamtschatha are, in general, shore
of statme, have broad faces, wide wonths, and fuil
checks. Their hair is dark, and thar complexion i3
swarthy. The latter is partly occasioned by their ex-
posurc to the influcnce of the sun reflected trom the
snow, and partly to living in huats, which are ahnost
always filled with smoke.  In these an opening at the
top serves for the emission of smoke and  the admission
ot light. It is saud that neither the men nor the wowen
ever wash themscelves; and that they live in the midst
of filth.  Thelr winter huts arce foriied beneath the sne-
face of the gromnd, wnd are covered with grass or carrh,
and sometimes with the skins of animals.  Some o

‘inem are covered and Jined with mats.  The summer
huts differ httle from the others, except in being b
above the ground, and being constrocted with somewlia
greuter regularity.  The Kamtschadales cat both fiesh
and fish in a raw state; and clothe themsclves in the
skins of animals, which they form into a rude kind of
garment, and fasten, with a belt, round their waises.
Their legs are covered with skins of different colours:
and they wear, on their heads, either seal-skin cups, wr
<aps made of the bark of the birch-tree,
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This people travel in sledges drawn by dogs. The
dogs are generally four in number, and the driver sits
sideways in the sledge; and along good roads, and in a
tolerably level country, they can pass over a conswer-
able space in a very shois “ime,

Narrative of a Journey from Kazea into Stheria. By
Joun Grorer GaoriN.

Ax expedition was fitted out, in Russia, by the divection
of the empress Aune, for the purpose of exploring the
houndaries of Siberia, on the side towards hamtschatka,
and examining the principal rivers, mountams,  and
mines of that country.  Several poisons. emnent for
their scientific attwnments, weie appoint d to aceons-
pany it.  Among these were John Gearge Gmelin, n
physician, chewist, and botanist ot the first ciminenee,
who afterwards published a narranve of the journey,
They were directed, in the first mstanee, to traver sc and
survey the intervening distriets of Siberias and, from
part.cular circwmstances which ocennied. the functions
of most of them termmated belore the compliuon of
their design,

The nnssion left Petersburyg in the month of Augunm,
1733, aud, not long afterwards, vcached Aazan, oun the
confines of Siberia.  Here, for the first tine, they saw
several Tartars.  These were all Mahometans, aod had
temples for the exercise of their religion.  Many of
them had culisted into the Russian army, and they took
the oath of all siavce in the following manner. Whilace
the oath was read to them, they placed themeelves on
their knces: they then Rissed the koran, and had ovo
naked swords presented to them, with a biv of bread at
‘the point of cach. This bread they veceived and ate;
and the import of the coremony was understood to be, a
wish that the bread might occasion thuir death, if’ they
did not faithtully serve the Czar.  They appeared, on
the whole, to be a humane and obliging race of people.

Inmediately before passing the fronticr of Sibyria,
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quarzer of an ¢ll, when a ruble is paid for about four
pounds.

From tus place the party continued to aseend the
Lena, which, as it mercased in wilth, becaioe gubject
ro storms, these ar one time exeited cm:«i‘h-x.r)]c ap-
prehonsion of danger. At a place ecalied Stolhi, they
passed, for twenty miles, along a umge ol woun-
tains, presenting the varied ferms of towers, castles,
stoeples, wand pillaes, withe trees interspersed ;. which
produced a most pretmesipue cileet,

Emly in September they anived at Yakutdk, where
thes dound the winter alrcady Pee approaching. On
tee TGth dee beaan o be formed on the Lenas and, by
the 281, the viver was entndy covereds mnd could be
passed on cdedgees. Tee s used here 1o a porpo e pro-
babiy wot thonaht of elsewheres to warne the honses
cand 3t s fourd the most etieetial mode of stopping up
every ik and areviee, bemy apphedl Bike a double
whass, to the ontsde of the wivdons  I¥ the pueee
tloes not exactly fit, the whdntapes have only 1o pour
un water, whel instontly freczes and filis up the vacalt
k{”ll(&

Yubintsh i~ a amall town, of five or six hundeed
wouden houses, an ample proportion of which consists
af ivern~. The sotl oy s vty is el bat the eli-
atate unbts it tor the eaitine of geam. A evop ol rye,
whien son e 3OWMCLHIES TH RS, al someuines ocs not.,
What, indeed, can be expeeted, whereo (ven ar the end
of June, the ground is «till frozen tnec feet deep!?
Netvithaanding tiis. Yakutsh was once called the
Tern ot Siberia, This ponmpons tide atoned to the
abundance of sablos which are here obtmmed: and to
the exemption whieh its distance procuied it fiom the

.exactions and restraints of governmert, Do b these
advantages, however, were now sensibly dimmiashed.

The party spent the winter, as 1t were, imptisoned
at Yakut-k, the scason rendeting it impossible to travel.
Tt was, indeed, a period of darknes:; since, at nine in
the motnng, day had scarcely dawned, and, before
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two in the afternvon, the stars were visible, ‘L'he
natives took advantage of this alcom to enjoy a con-.
tinnance of slecp, scarcely rising, ¢xcept to their meals

and sometimes, when the day was dark, never wakin.;
at all” The travellers did wot choose to consig
themselves so decply to lumber: and, though th

gloomy season did not admit <7 much business, the:

found considerable mannsement in the society of thew-
selves, and of several merchants who were on thels
way to Kamtschatka; as well as in drinking punch, the
established Jignor of Yahutsk.  The natives of thn
region bear the name of Yakoutes, rud do not wmuch
ditfer in appearance and habits {rc m the other inhab:-
tants of Siberia.

Circuminstances, into the detail of wioeh it is here unne .
eessary (o enter, prevented Mr.Gme! » from proceeding
further; and the remainder of his Hramey consistea
¢hiefly in retracing his steps to Petersbu-g.
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