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The Officcr Cormanding,
Military Hospital,
Bowen Road,

Hongkong.

Corporal N.J. Lcath, ReiraM<Co,

it cbout 7.00 a.m. on the morning of the 19t Docember, 1941, just
as thce detachmcent werc ~bout to sit down for breakfast, Frivate R. Rcid,
ReisMeCoy, who s on sentry duty fron £.00 a.m. to 8.00 a.m., came down to
the Dining Hall and rcported to Q«M«S. Buchan, M.M., ReiseMeCe, that tho
building was surrounded by Jopancse troops. Coptain Banfell, R.C.all.C.,
Q.M.S. Buchan, Sgt. Watt and mysclf proccedcd to the first flcor of tac
building. Horc we saw that Privote Reid's statement had been perfectly
correct and that Japancsc troops werc 211 around us, althoug at this stage
none of them werc mcking forthe buildinz. Ve all went back to the Dining
Hall and Coptain Banfcll and QeM.S. Buchnn had a discussion on thc subjcct
and thev then informed all the troops and the 4eN.S., ond St. John's
Ambulance pcrsonncl thnt if the building were attack=d, or looked -s theugh
it woerc likely to bc attackod, the poliey would bec to surrender..
Whilst these instructions wcre being given several of the p rsonncl were
keeping a look-out from the windows and onc of them reportzd that a large
number of Japancse vere appronching the building with mochine guns. 4 few
moments later a banging s heard on the door and a lot of shouting in
Jopancse. 2eM.S. Buchan ordercd Pte. Mohan to open the door. This ordcr
‘a8 carricd out. o piled all our arms in the centre of the Dining Hall
and went out of thc buildding with our hands above our hoads. ‘e vwere greeted
by about 100 Japancse troops, who shoutcd and prodded us into linc. Thcy
then sent in a search party to sce if any more pcoplc were left in the
building. In the ncantime one of the Japancsc soldicrs lay down in front
of us with an autonatic riflc on a tripod and 'ran it' arcund us. - “han
thc scarch perty came back we werc scparated. The soldicrs being pushed
ontc one side and the ANS. and St. John's JAmbulance pcersonncl onto the
othcr. Thoy then searched us and took all cur belongings exccopt watehes,
jewelery, cte. We were then instructcd to take off cur bocots or shoes &24d
tunies or shorts. We, the servicemen present, werc then left with just
a vest, trousers and socks. After doing o 'Var Dance' thec Japancse |
instructed us, by o wave of thc hand, to naxreh off onto the main road, tals
we did. Capt. Banfell remnined behind. After procceding up Island Rond
for nbout 200 yards we werc halted, the ladizs and nmurscs cof the SeJeircBo
continued up the road, whilst the men were takcen up a little path, which
led into thc hills. ‘'ie carricd on for about ten minutes and looking back
we could sce thot they cre taking all the females up to Lycmun Barracks.
We wicre halted in a little valley about half a mile or so up the hillside.
It s very well sheltered ~nd could not be scen from the road. Therc
werc, I should estimate, obout 1,000 Japanese troops prcsent at this position.
We were told to sit down and some Chincse civilians, who were with the troops,
came down and rcmoved our jowelery, i.e. finger rings, wtches, cte.
Lfter ronaining seated for a matter of several minutes we were order~d to
get up and proceed down the hill. 'ic ementually rcachcd a sm2ll clearing
on a level piece of ground which ran in & slight slope down to 2 nullah.
o were halted and prodded into linc facing the dircetion of the main road.
This brought us facing away from thc Japancse. ‘¢ hecard laughter from
behind and then suddenrnly I heard a commotion and a loud moan from furthor
jown the linc and looking along I saw that Sergzant E. Watt, Reis.M.Cey, had
becen bayoneted. He fell to the zround and wns stobbed several times whilst
lying there. I then felt a terrific hit on thc boack of the nceke The
blow shot me into thc air and spun me comploetely round and I fell to the
bround face downwards. I lay in this position with blood pouring into my
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cyecs, cars ond mcuth, and then rs rmy brain cleared I could hear firing close"““’?f;
at hnnd, and nlso a great deal of moaning going on oxround me. I could also
hear thce Japanese talking ond laughing quite close at hand.

To Shecet 2/.

They ecame over teovwiards where I lay and I heard them londing, presumably, a
rovolver, Thore wes a single shot fired and then a moan, which had been very
closec to me, ceascd. The Japancsc then moved away and I heard several shots
fircd 2t varying intervals and after cach shot tho moaning lesscned. I lay
still for some time ~nd later vhen I venturcd to lift up my head to lock
around I scaw that a 11 the troops had moved off but that four Japanese sentries
remained behind to suard the spot. I notiged that Private Reid wos lying
across the bottom of ry lcogs, ond from khis wounds it was obvious that he was
dead. FYrivatc McForquhar lay to the left of mec ~nd it wms also obvious that
he too was decad. I nushed myself clcar from the obstruction around me and
then rolled dovn the slope into the nullah. I lay hcre for scveral minutes
quite exhousted. I also s»w that Q).S., Buchan and FPrivnte Villinms werc
lying in the nullah and from their wwunds it was only too obvious that they
too werce dead. I then ecmencced to erawl down the nullsh in the dircction
of thc Medical Storc. TVater was running dovm the nullah and I was getting
very wet and was also shivoring a great deal. On the way down I passed a
body lying in thc nullah floor and after I had got a few feet past I hoard

a low whistle. I looked around and saw that it wes Lieut. Thomas, H.XK.V.D.Cs,
(Ficld Mmbulance), whc had been attached te the Collceting Post in the same
building as the ALrmy Medical Store. He stated th-t hc intended to stay where
he was until nightfall and thean try to get aviay. I told him that I did not
intcnd to de the same but was all for getting down to the bottom of the hill
as soon as possible and looking around whilst it was still light. I then
carried on down the hill and after about holf an hour I reachced the part of
the nullah which overlooked the storc. I could see from hcre that the
Japanesc were in occupction of the building and so I moved furthor down and
hid in en irmproviscd shelter which had been built by the Salesian Fathcor in
residence as an air raid shelter. I rcmained here all night and on the
following morning I crept out to have a look around. Therc were no Japanesc
in the actuwal vicinity of the store although a large number of cavalry vere
housod on the other side of Island Road. I nmade ry vay down to the football
pitech which was situated bchind the building and from hcre I procceded to
carefully approach the store. 4As I get closer I noticed that there were
severcl Japanese in the kitchen., I decided that it was unsafe to remain
ncar thc storce so I returncd to the hills. 48 I passcd the front of the
storc I noticed thot several ccrs and lorries were parked in the compound.

I decidcd thet it woas quite useless to attempt to gain an agmittance to the
building so cormenced to move off up the hill with the object of eventually
recching Taikoce I t@s now in a stote of complete exhaustion; and was
obligcd to rest frequently. I carried on at a snails pace for several hours
and then had to lic down for 2bout half an hour or so, It was impossible

to mc to carry on any further. However, I cventually dragged myself to ny
fect and carried on. 4t about four o'elcek in the cvening I had rcached

the block of hcuscs which overlook Taikoo Docks and Sugar Foctory. I
rcalized that it tas physically impossible for me to carry on any further
this day sc I cntercd one of the houses and sat down on the floor for a whilc.
These houses had all been smashed and looted, presum~bly by the Chinese;
furniture was broken and burnt and strawn all cver the place. I found that
thc settee of a suite of furniture had been left intact so I draggzged this
into an 2lecove of thc room in which it stood. I sat down and found out

that I had & fairly good view of the two paths which led up to the house.

I fell fast aslccp soon after I sat down. It was early next morning when

I awoke nnd taking advantage of the dim light outside I went scouting for
foed and water, all the taps in the house had been smashed to pieces and the
water turned off. I secarchced the housass in the viecinity but could find no
foed or watcer. There were a large number of dead bodics of troops, mainly
Indian, and capty cartridgc cascs and field telephoncs. I then returned to
the house and sat dowm cgoine. After a short vhile I hcard footsteps amd
voices below and looking down I s-w that threc Japanesc were entering the
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house via the kiichen, which vas dircctly below where I was situcted. A4s
scon as I heard them coming up the stairs I quictly openecd the window amd
climbed through nnd dropped the ten or so fecet to the ground beneath. I
crept round the side of the house and lay low in some bushes., I sow the
Japancse crniarge from the house and go off down the hillside sgaine I went
back into the house to think things over. Less than half an hour later I
cgain heard footsteps and voices and lcoking down I saw yet another four
Japanese a‘proachinz the house., I repeated ny performance of the time before
and when they departed I returncd to the house: I had by this timc decided
that it ws stupid for me to remain in the main part of thc housc any longer.
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I went down past the kitchen and into the basement. I stayed here for the
rest of the day. By t"is timc my wound was extremely painful and T was begin-
ning to feel thc pangs of hunger and thirst. I oventuaily fell aslcep and
slept right through until the next morning. I ngain wont up onto the first
floor and straight awvay buped into thrce Chinese civilians. They spoke to
me and appcared to be quite symputhotic until one of them asked me if I had
any rmoney. I replied that T had not but they did not appear to belicve me.
One of them then cormenced to tey to searech me., I naturally resented this

and pushed him away. He and one of his ecomrades then went outside the door
and cemc back with a gardening fork each ond commenced to rush at me. I
staved them off with a picec of broken chair, but was eventurlly hit in the
side by one of the forks, it did not penctrate into my flesh very deeply but
it was sufficient to draw blood. This appzrently sctisfied them for they
went off and appceared to be quite plcased with themselves. I went back into
the basement again and remcined there for the rast of the day. I found that
in the front of the house there was a fountain and thoat the tap running into
this contained water, although it was somewhat dirty. I drank 2bout n pint
and a few hourslater I had terrible peins in the stcmach. However, thesc
pains went and I wes more or less alright azain. I remained in the house
until the 26th of Dceember, although I of coursz did not know that this ws
the date then. Turing this period I had nothinz to drink only the pint of
woter which I have mentioned above and nothine whatsoover to eat., It wms
only on very rarc occnsions thot I came up into the house for a look Around.

- I might hnve ncntioned earlier that when I first arrived -t Taikoo the Japanes«
foreces were landing ot the Taikoo Sugor Factory Iier in lorge numbers and were
preeeeding along Kings Road and up Mount I'~rker Road and this of eourse. meant
thet I was trapped in behdand the Japanese lines with little or no ehnnee of
getting cut. Thus my cenforeccd stay in the vieinity. However on the covening
of the 26th I decided thnt I could not £0 on any longer without some fornm of
dressing for ny wound or without water or food so I ventured out into the
grounds cnce again. I hed not gone more thon a feu yards when I met four
Japanese walking towards me. They looked me over ~nd grunted nnd peciated for
mc $0 go on dovm the pathway onto Kings Road. This I did, any ncment expecting
to get 2 shot from behind. I went on for ~bout 25 yards and then looked
éround ~nd was astonished and pleasantly surprised to find that theo Japonese
had disappcared from my viewe I continued on down to the main road and then
walccd in the direction of Causeway Bay. I met several Jopancse sentrics and
they just lecked me over and pushed or proddcd me on my Wy, mostly with the
cnd of a rifle. After cbout :alf on hour I arrived n~t the North Point
Intermcnt Corp. Here 2 Jipanesec with a Red Cross Tennont in his hand led me
into the carps He sat me down on a chair and went away in scarch of somconc.
Mcanwhilc scvcral Buropeean pcople, both male and female came up to me ~nd led
me into one of the huts., Twe HeNeSe, nurses commenced to cttecnd to my wounds
when a Mr. Stewart arrived on the scenc ond after informing mc that hec s ex-
ReiaM.Csy continucd with the clcaning up 2nd dressing of ry wound. I was wery
wll trecated by these people anmd they lcoy me down on a carp bed after the
dressing w8 finished ond gove me a musful of baked bzans. Several members

Of the RedeCsl., were already interned and they were most anxious to hear what
had happened to me. A Japoanese officer then corme along and gove me a clean
shirt and a pair of flanncls and inforicd re thet if I charnged into these c¢lca
clothes he would atterpt to get ric admitted te cither the Nucen Mary Hospital
orthc French Convent Hospital. He said thnt he did not know if these hospital:
were accepting militrry casualties and it would be better if I went in civilia




clothing. He gave me 2 chit of paper with Japanese written all over it and
told me to show it to anyone who stopped me. I vas then picked up and carried
outside the gnte and placed in a waiting car, which turned out to be the
property of Dr. Sclwyn Clarke. This gentleman himself came out and got in and
we commenced our journey. Ve arrived at the French Hospital but it was full
uwp so we proceeded from therc to the Queen Mary Hospital and I wans admitted
into this hospital. I remained there until the January when Corporal Thormpson.
Re/isM.Ce, came from Bowen Road and brought me to thc Military Hospital, Bowen

Road. I was opcrcated upon on the merning of the 6th January, 1942, and wvas
discharged hospital on 26th March, 1942,

I am, Sir,
Your Obedient Servant.
N. J. Leath,
(Indorsed on Margin on cach page)
THIS IS THE EXHTBIT MARKED 'D' REFERRED T0 IN THE AFFIDLVIT OF LIEUTENANT-:

COLONZEL OEDRIC OVERTON SHACKLETON SWORN THIS ZLEVENTH DAY OF DECEMBER 1945
BEFORE ME. S

(SIGNED) J&.;bt:&‘omm'r} Gaptain Legﬂl Staff.




