Def. Doc. #1944
laval General Staff Directive No.50
Date:. March,l, 1942,

frong CHief of Naval General otaff, ddnirael NALGANO Osani.

Tc : Comander-in.Chief of Cormbined Fleet, Ldniral YMmMJTO

The sea corrzmr.ication 1estrvetion warfare chall be conducted in

accordance with the follovine:
l. Operational poliecy.

With the ultinete view tc attain the destruction and disturbance
of the houstile sea lanes as thoroughly as posmible in the entire area
of the racific and Indiau Oceans, the cperaticvis shall be executei in
the following manuer:

a. With an added duty of destroying the eneny's sea cormwunication

in the Pacific area Subriarines of the advanced body shall be made

alwvays active in the Hawaiian waters; while on the other hand a

porticn of the subiiarine forces shall be despatched from tire tc L o *

tire to the waters of such eireas as the eastern coast of sustralia,

the coast of New Zealand, the west coast of the United States, the
southern Pecific islands of strategic inportance, and the Panansa

- Cangl area . in order to disrupt the enewy lines of cormunications
between Hawaii and the main land of the United States as well as
between the *.::est coast of the #rerican continents and the east
coast of australia, and at the -Bare time in order to destroy and

disturb the enery lines of corpaunicaticns in the waters along the
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west coast of the Juericsa.. continents and near «ustralie, with a

view to coufuse the enery naval forces through arousing the public
Ay

-

sentinent of the peoples of tue eneLy.

b, 7ith an added duty of destroying the enery's see cormunications
in the Indiai Ocean area the subuarines attached to the Southern
Body shall te miede active shiefly in the northern part c¢f the Indian
Ocean and the australian west coast arca, while a portion of the said
subnarine forces shall be despetched from time to time to the waters
of tiie east coast area of South 4frica in order to disrupt the line
of commwnications between the stlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean.
C. Soue converted cruisers shall be usec wainly for this traffic
destiuction warfare and be uéie active frum tiwe to tine in the
waters of those areas such as Panama, South 4frica, South wnerican
west coast, etec., in cooperation with subuiarine forces in order to
destroy and disturb the aneLy's lines of cormaunications.

d. In case cruisers, aircraft carriers, etc., are to be used for

various naneuvering operations, they shall endeavor concurrentily

after the destruction and disturbance of eleLy sea coriwunications.
’

2. Standard Guides to the Treatnent cf Shipping.

a. In dealing with shipping the following countries shall ;be deered
a8 purely neutral:

The Union of'Soviet Socialist Republics, Spain,

Portugal, argentina, Chile, Turkey, Sweden,

France (the donains ulnder the De Gaul regie excepted).‘
S'l.;iSSl
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be The shipping belonging to those coui:tries other than above
nentioned shall be dealt with similerly to that of the enery countries.
¢c. In the conduct of operations with subuarines or aireraft, vessels
regardless of their nationzlit: nay be sunk without warning unless taey

are easily recognizable as thz vessels of those neutral countries as

stated in Iaragraph 1 above, provided that such aitack shall be made

after confir@iag the nationality of the vessels as.far a8 possible

in the case of the waters near Japan, near the Russian territorial
coast , near the west coast cof South arerica to the south of and
including Peru, etc.

d. In the operations by surface craft it shall be nede a rule as far
as possible that such attack be preceded by,duely processed visit and
search, and every possible endeavor shall be made to rescue hwian

lives if circunstances warrant the sinking of tie vessels.

€. «#8 a rule nostile vessels shall be captured and be brought toia
port of Japan Proper wihenever possible. When such is not feasible
captured vessels shall be either made to sail to the nearest friendly
port or be destroyed after having taken proper measures for the person-
nel an? cargoes on board.

f. 4#&s & rule jersons of armed forces, both armned meir and civilians,
higher graded nariners, technicians, iuportant governent officials,
and the like who are belonging to enemy countries and the Chiang
Kaisliek regine shall be taken priscners of war,

(attached directive)

The Naval General Staff Directives Nos. 13, 20, and 31 are hereby

abolished.
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CEPTIFICLTE OF SOURCE .D «#UTHEITICITY

I, DOCHI, Kazno, who Gecupy the post of the Chief the Higtorical

T —— e — - ——— -

tion of Denobilizations Bureau, hereby certify that the doeurent

nereto attached, written in Japanese, consisting or _

2_ poges wnd entitled
"lav Gen 1 St_g_f‘_f__@_j._;_c_z_ggy_e_rj_o_;_éo_f_ 18 an exact and authorized excerpt

frow an official docu~ent in vhe custody of Japanese Governnent (21d

o de 4

F

ilizatiou of Merohili
certified at Tokyo,

on this_10 day of July, 1947

I Lereby certify that the above signzture and seal were af'fixed

heretc in the presence ot the Vituess,

at the seare place, an this sare date

Witness: /S/__SOMIY., Shiu ji (seal)




