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Affidavit of

_TANAKA, Ryukichi

* have known Genoral Hata very well ever since Desomber 1924, <whur |

\s working on the General Staff and our relations privately and offica.l.v
ive becy very close. I am one of his friends who knows him best. “.uon n
uly of 1940 Goneral Hata resigned as Yiar Minister in the Yonai Cabinot, I
resigned wgainst-his will. Hata had consistently supported the Yonai Cabinot
and its pclioios and it was only because of tho receipt of tho lottor from
the Chief of the Genoral Staff requiring him to rosign that Hata did resign
\is poste It wns well known in tho Zumy that Goneral Hata wes o'rongly
spposod " td the*Tripartito Paotes At tho timo of his fall, Gonoral Hata was
iar Ministor in namo only boonuse n succossor had already boon docidced upon
n army cir)oes. So strongly was hio opposod by those around him that his
rders wore pot boing oboycd. "He wns opposed and obstructod at cvery turn.
B8y being boywotted by the army, his position was disrogarded.,

In thd ovoning of 9 Doccombor 1940, I met Goneral fAnami who was Vice-
Minister of Tiar under Goncral Hata, end we had dinner at & small restaurant
callod Kensui in Akesnka. Tho quostion of thc sudden resignation of General
Hata from tho position of Tinr Minister in the Yonai Cabinot came up and
General Anami at that timec told me tha. Hota had rasigned in accordance with
a demand rocoived by him in a lettor from Princc Kanin, the Chief of tho
Gencral Staffs On the 14th of Fobruary 1945, I mct Goncral fnami at tho =
Koluryos At tha% timae, ‘Gonorsl Anami wihh whom I hod beon vory friondly told
mo, "I rogrot vory mush tho part I played in forcing Genmoral Hate to rosigu
s Vicr Minister of the Yonai Cebinet",

Hata although he had risen to the high rank of %ar linister did not Loz,
my group or cliguo of his own to support him in the War Ministry and with
unpunity ho was isolatod by others in the Tiar Ministry cven whilo he held tho

' 3h position of Viar Minigtor. The hatred and dislike of Gonoral Hata
-sisted from the day when ho first supported tho rcadjustment plan of tho
my whon Genornl Ugnki was Sjar Ministor sand inoreased wheon ho became “iar
nistor jin tho Abo Cabinot, which Cabinet precoded the Yonai Cobinots Two
woidonts saryed to hoightan the hotrod ond dislike for Hata. The {irst was
Jat another man Med been rocomionded by tho Threo Chicfs' Council to be 'iar
inister in the Abe Cabinet, but by specirl circumstances tho position was not
ven to thot o™icor but insteond Gonersl Hatn became War :@nistor. A further
‘ident which serwed to anggravatoc the cntipathy felt by those in high army
‘cles was the following: Gonoral Hata was strongly opposed to tho partici-
:ion by army off'icers in politics and whon ho became War Ministor for tho
'st time, he addressed all tho officors in the War Ministry Building. %Yho
t of" the spcech was as follows:

The prosont army is not trusted by anyono and it 35 “hc
first duty of tho army to endeavor to recover the country's
trust. In ordor to achiove. this objootive, all military
personnel should absolutely ceasc any participation in politics
and return to their regular dutics of soldicring.

Furtharmore, immediately on his boecoming iar 'Tliﬂi'étor, Hato ordored the
npeitai to coaso participation in politics. Consequently, he was not
oular among thom. In 1939, when General Hata learnod that a certain Colonel -
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made o spoech in Sondei attacking the United Statos and England and saying,
"Dovm with thoso countrios ", he beceme indignant and immodiately orderecd him
boock to Tokyo nnd reprimanded him soverely.and thon transferred him to an
outlying post.

This hatreod and disliko of Hotan increaséd niore and more because he had
forbidden the /fumy's participation in politics, and those who opposcd him wore
hoping and waiting for an opportuaity to have him throvm out of office. His
opposition to the Tripartitec Ponoct, his support of the Yonai Cabinet and its
policios, mnd his desire to end the China Incideont by the reduction and then
the withdrawval of Japanese troops from China intensified the spirit of
opposition to Hote and eventually rosulted in his downfoll by expreoss deiu.ids
2f the Chief of tho Genoral Steff himself,

Ilthouph Hata vns o high-ranking officer and a Viar Ministor, as o
ipenesc heo could not have refused to obey the demend of Princo Kanin ce 1 .isc
cause Prince Kanin was a member of the Imperial House and stood scccn) cnl+

' the Crown Prince himself, Hata had no choice as a subjoct of tho Biucico o
o bow respectfully to the demand and this was quite natural for a2 Japanecoe
ubjects Although they disliked him very much, they could do nothinz to him
ad they finnlly succeeded in bringing about his downfall only by usc of the

off'ice of Prince Kanin. From the morals and customs of the Japanese people, hc
zould not help but obey the words of o momber of the femily of the houschold

°f the Bmporor, becnuse to o subjoct they were regarded as absolute. Prince
anin was perticularly high in his rank because the Emperor lMeiji had
acormonded that Prince Konin should be the next emperor in tho event there
iould bd no one in direct line to succeod the Eaperor Taisho,

with referencc to Goneral Hata's belief that the only way to bring
bout pence with China vms by ovacuating the whole of the Jopnnese troops
frqoqm China or if that was not possible to withdraw the troops grodually little
by littlo until it vms completed, I know that in 1940 when Hota vas Tlar
Minister despite the opposition of the Gensral Staff he roducod the strenfgth
of the Japanese forcés in China as the first step in his program from 900,000
to approximately 600,000.

Coming to the question of the estnblishment of the Viang Ching Vlel
sovernment, General Hatc did not approve of it at all becruse he hnd secretl,
arried out poace ncgotiations with tho Chungking Govarnment and also had
lamned to evacuate the whole of the Japonese troops from China. Tho
reparations nnd plans for the cstablishment of the Wang Ching Viel Govermment
wd already been decidod upon ps a notional policy during the First Konoe
inbinot and the Hirenumn Cobinot and only the formalities of its ostoblishment
took planoo during tho Yonai Cabinet. Gonoral Hate had no connesctions with
“he establishment of the l/ang Ching "Jei Govermmont.

In 1940, when General Hata was Viar Minister, the question arose of the

'3 of Chinese prisoners of war in the coel mines of Japan. General Hata

posed the plan and because of his opposition it fell through. In 1942, vhen
maral Hate was”Commander in Chief of the Japanese forces in China, he again
mbsed successfully the plan which was suggested for using Chinese laborers in

@ coel mines in Japan. It wns not until 1844 that Chinese laborers were

wught to Japan and then it was through the Greater Enst Asia Ministry. General
‘e had nothing to do with it and he did not have any control over it, beecnuso

supervision of labor had already be¢n detached from army control aud had
¢ under the Groater East Asin Ministry.

In the Fall of 1939 whon Hata was Yiar Minister in the Yon-1 Cabinoi, |

Sy in accordance with the desires of General Hata, negotintions with Chang
»1 Shek for a poaceful settloment of the China Incidont. Becausc of strong
position to the vay Hata vanted to bring about noace with China, namely by

¢ reduotion ond then tho withdrawal of troops, wo had to work unofficially
d undeor covere General Huoto did what ho could to start us off proporly.
great deal of money was needod to carry on the lengthy negotiations end
rough my Introduction of the wealthy merchant Iwnzoki, Scishichi wo recoivod
0 necessary financial'baocking. Gondral Hata gave mo two points on which to
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work. One was to nrrange the datos cnd placc for the two messengors, onc from
Hota ané ono from Chang Kai Shelz, to mect and/the second was that the bosis of
the poace trecty would bo theo cvacuntion of all Jrpencse :voops from China. .
To show his good fnith, Genernl ¥atn, as I have proviousiy stated, reduced the
number of Japanese troops in Chiok from 900,000 to cypn-u:iuately 600,000 when
the noxt budget was proposod. Howover, thore wips frec opposition from within
the T,ur Ministry and tho Gencral Staff to any withdrawal of Japaneso troops
from China. It was insisted that Jepanosc troops zhould be permanontly kept in
tlie Shanrhai ond North China arcas. Hatna opposed this desiro. Ho belioved
that we must ovacunte all the*troops from China. It vns his contontion that if
ve did not ovacuate Japonese troops from China there would bo absolutely no
hape ot concluding n peaco trooty with Cheng Kai Shek. Tho necossary
rcrotiations with Chanpg Kai Shok were so secrot that at first tho nroliminary
staps 'nd to be carried out with signal codes. It wms very difficult to
conrince the side of Chang Kail Shok that a sincere nttempt was beinz made to
bring about peace. OGradunlly, however, they werc convinced and came to believe
thit o pecce tronty was possiblo and started deciding on dates and places for
futare mectiaps. If Gonercl Hata had remained in office as ¥Yar Minister, I do
not have any doubt that n successful peace treaty would have boon concluded.
Howerer, not long aftor Genoral Hats had suddenly reosismed his off'ice, the
negotations comc to an onde

Generel Hata, when o voung officer, had beon sent to study in Gormany
and nsan intelligent man Lie hn¢l soon discoverod the defects of Germany and
had com to know them very woll, wthilo on the other hund he camc to acknowlodge
the merts of America and the British Empire aad so he weas nlways opposed to
anything which mirht evon sugpest e discpreomeat or a clash with America and
the Britsh Bapire. It wns for that reason that h. vas so strongly opposed to
the Triomutite Pact. In 1941, when he was Commander in Chief of the Jopanese
forcos in 'hiaa and whun it seamed ns though relations botizeen Jopan and
Lmerica wory steadily detiorating, Hota 'sent as his porsonul enissary Genoral
Ushirogu whe was his Chief of Staff to Tokyo to express his views on his
vnposition t. any rozd or action which might lead to trouble with [merica and
tho British Ewpire., Offisiclly, General Ushirogu wont to Tolyo on somo
officinl matte but privately tho real purpose for his trip was to state to
tho persons inhiph offico ot tho timo Goneral Hato's opposition to nny
inauguration of war with America or the Britich Empirc. ALfter having made the
rounds of all t ¢ persons in hiph positions, General Ushirogu came to me and
told me what he ad beon doinp under instructions from Goneral Hotone 1 tried
my best to holy carry out tho wishis of Hote as exprossed by General Ushirogu
but from ny position na Chief of the .lilitary Service Section thore vms vory
little that I couid do but I dld tey ner bast to oxpress and reelizc the ideas
and opinions of Hake to zveryone vho vould listen.

OLTH

In accordance with my coascionce, I swear to tell the whole truth
withholding nothing and addiag nothing.

T/.UKL, Ryukichi (Seal)
On this 26th day of August, 1947, at Tokyo

Dopon ent: TAWAKA, Ryukichi (Seal)

I, KOKUBU, Tomoharu, hercby certify that the abovc statomont wes sworn

S0 by the Deponent, who affixcd his signature and scal theroto in the proscnce
of this /itness.
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