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INTERN.TION.LT, PROSCCUTION SECTION

Daoc. No, 2315 29 June 1946
aNoLYSTIS OF DCCU.IENTARY LVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: Report on the sinking of the ship
"KRECHET" <t I ONGKONG

Date: Dec 1941 Ouiginal (x) Copy ( ) Language:
fussian
Has it leen translated? Yes (x) No f )
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) o (x)
LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Dogu.cent Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINATL: USSR, ldilitary Prosscutor of the
Pacific LGl

PIRSONS IiPLIC .TiD:

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT .APPLIC.BII: Rucso-Japancse
Relations

SUMMARY OF RULEVANT POINTS

Analyst: 24 Lt Goldstein Doc. No. 2315
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Docs NO, 2315 ' 1
REPORT
ON THE CIRCUI'STANCES OF THE WRECK OF THE STEAMER

TRARCH BLLONGING TO THE STATE SEA=~SHIPPING
. RBOR OF HONG KONG

N

The lilitary Prosccution 0ffice of the Pacific Ocean
Lrea has established by investigaticn fcllowing:

That at the end cf August, 1041, e SNLD SCNe
arrived at the harbor of Hong Keng to be put under recondi-

tion. On Deccember 8, 1941, the reconditicn of the shlp was
interrupted because of the opening of hcstilities between
Jopan and USA and Great Britain.

~ To avoid the dapaging of the ship during artillery
boribardrnents cf the docks by the Japanese forces, the ship
uKrechet" was led off to the roadstead state flag of the -~
Scviet Union being on the stern, and other flags palnted
on her ceck and boards. There were nc other ships belong-
ing tc any other country on the roadstead.

Late in the afterncon of Decerber 14, 1941, artillery
bonbardnent of the ship "Krechet" was began frcn the Koulun
Island, cccuplied by the Japancse,

The first shells fell on the stern and the bow. Then
an incendiary shell hit cne of the deck-cabins, and fire
breke cut on the ship. After this the ship was sceveral
tires directly hit by explcsive and incentiary shells,
which damagcd the hull and the engine-rocri, The shlp was
ablaze and in abcut two hours _sa

The witnesses: the captein of the ship "Krechet"
Bnzhanov, thc senior radic-operator of the ship Pckrytiuk,
the riechanic cof the ship "Svirstroy" Iordansky and cthers
estirnted that there were 34 shells discharged by the
Japanese arred forces ct the ship "Krechet" fron the dlstance

of less than half a nile.

On lcaving the ship on fire, the crew consisting of 10
nen gct into a boat and made for Hong Kong. But a gun shot
was rade at the beat fron the Japgngse, 2 o 110 the boat

wFT‘o saEthe Ct “}‘ Island.
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Dce., No. 231% 2

After Hong Kong was cccupied, the captain of the ship
"Krechet", the representative of ﬁhe Commercial Mission

Prckhcercocv and the eriployee of the "Exportkhleb! Ageev were
sunnoned by the nilitary authoritics to negotiate on the
natter cf the wreck of the ship "Krechet",

During the tolk which lasted about 3 hours, the repre-
sentative of the Jarancse conriand repeatedly threatening
with responsibility for giving false testinony endeavoured
te prove that the ship "Krechet" could not have been fired
at by the Japanese, and tried with all necans to make then
testify that it was the English who had fired at the ship.

During the nonths that the crew stayed in Hong Kong
they were constantly subjectod to indignities by the
Japanese, who heat then, robbed them of their perscnal
things, rioney in foreign currency and food, and as a result
of 1t the crew of the ship "Krechet" were half starving and

suffered fron inanition and various disoasesj

The losses sustrined by the stato arcunted to 17,700,000
rubles, vhich was the ccst of the ship,

Yilitary Prosecutor of the Pacific Ocean Area,

Licutenant-Colcnel of the Judlicial Ccrps

Shlychkov
20.II1.46 CERTIFICATE OF IAANSLATION OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENT

I, ¥s Gildenblat, hereby certify that I an
thoroushly cenversant with the Russian and English

languages: and the above is a corrcct and true translation
of the indicatedq Dceunent,

Signature:/s/ M. Gildenblat

5 ex.be
12,Y1.46.
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