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THE THEORY OF INTUITION

Kuo Shao-yii

Next to the theories of Spirit and Form,* the most important problem in the
theory of poetry in the history of Chinese literary criticism is that conceming
Intuition. In this paper it is pointed out that tke theory of Intuition has two
characteristics; the discovery of the self, and the revolt against the orthodox or
Formalistic school. Vang Wan-li (1124-1206), Viian Hung-tao (1568-1610)
and Vian Mei (1716-1793) are taken as Tepresenfative of the theory of
Tntuition, While Yang Waun—1i’s emphasis is on the discovery of the self, that
of the latter two is on the revolt against the orthodox school.

Yang’s theory may be divided into two parts. ‘The first, which is tinged
with Dhyana and rather close to the Ts’ang—Lang Poetic Criticism, is not quite
related to Infuition, while the second, stressing insight as a result of
understanding, constitutes the theory of Intuition. ‘The difference between
Vang Wan-li and Ven Vii, the author of the Ts’ang-lang Poctic Criticism, is
pointed out, and misunderstanding concerning him on the part of Weng Fang~
kang of the Ch'ing dymasty is explained. By setting forth Chiang K'uel’s
(1163-12037) idea of poetry, the relation between the theories of Intuition and
Spirit is subsequently traced,

The canses that gave rise to the Kung-an School under the leadership of
Viian Hung-tao are analysed. ‘The literary criticism of the Ming dynasty had two
currents, the old and the new. ‘T'he latter was influenced by two forces, one
‘pertaining to the field of literature, and the other to that of thought in
general, Viian Hung-tao was a representative of the new current of literary

. criticism, and the forces brought to bear upon him are thereby determined,
Regarding the formation of his own ideas, au interest is attributed to his criticism
of the then contemporary style of literature, the  ‘eight-legged essays’’. His
theory of poetry lies entirely in such criticisms, The ‘‘eight-legged essays,” it is
further pointed out, had both direct and indirect iufluences on the literary world
of that time. ’

* * Yenching Jouruval of Chinese Studies, No. 22



w=t=i & I & 7 Fum

By removing {he misunderstandings about Wiian Mei’s theory of poetry, the
latter is found to be a medified theory of Intuition, the reasons for the formation
of which are traced in the conditions of his contemporary literary world, his
ideas, his personality, and his poetic style. While the theory of Intuition in
general may have drawbacks, his modified theory constitutes the most
satisfactory system. ‘Fhe meanings of his theory are also analysed in order to

correct the prevalent misconceptions.






