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iI. 4 Letter of the Reverend My. Yohn Sackette,
A.M. to Dr. Brock Tavlor, Reg. Soc. Secr.
Giving an dcconnt of a very uncommion Jmking of
the Earth, near Folkeftone in Kent.

SIR,

¥ Am about to give you the belt Accovnt ¥ can of

what is remarkable, and known ajmoft to 2!l here-
zbouts, concerning the preffing forward of the Cliffs,
and finking of the Hills in the Neighbourhood of our
‘Town of Felkeffone. 1begin with giving {{ou a Sketch
of the Situation of the Country. This { {hall do by de-
{cribing a firait Road from what we call the Mooring-
Rock, to Tarlingham-Houfe ; the manaer of the Country,
as to the Rifing and Falling, being much the fame, for
about a Mile on either Hand of the Road defcribed.
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.A. The MocringeRock, about half-way between high
and low Warer- Mark. )
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B. The Yoot of the Cliff. 50 Yards from the Rock.

C. -Th\, Lon of the Ciiff, about 6 Yards high,

¢ D. A Plain of 5o Yards. :

DE. P\ cragged Cli, of 60 Yards high.

EF A Plain above a Mile long.

FG An Hill of fleep Afcent, near half a Mile.

H. The Land from the Top of the Hill to the
P’&..f(f, near a Mile.
1. Turlingham Honfe, lying near 2 Miles and a half
N.N.W. from the Rock-
EG 7. A tine of Sight.
X B L. The Shore at vah Water Mark.
% hope Sir you will underftand the Situation of the
lace pretey well, tho’ I have not'obferved exact Froporuon
in the Sketch; which the Paper would not allow after
1 had taken the Rife of the Cliffs {fo high, which 1
thoughe proper for the more part;cular Defcribing of
chem,
The #ooring-Rock (tho’ it lies {urrounded with great
numbers of other Rocks) is it {elf a moft noted one,
known by this Name, time out of mind. At this Vels
fzls ufe to be macud, while they are Ieadmp other
Rocks; which they take from hence, notonly for our
own Pier H:ads, but for thofe of Dover Fiir; anda very
reat Quantity of them were Shipt, in the time of Oliver’s
L’*v*pa*xon and carried to-Dankire, for the Service
of that karbour, '
This Rock has remain’d fixe thus, for the memory of
Main: ard old Men have cbierved, that, for forty Years
and uuwaras, the diflance berween it and the Foor of the
lefer id 4B, has been much the zamc‘; neither can
they be much <ut ia their Guefs, the Diltance being fo
fmall.  Tho’ there {eems n: cthiag cx'raordnaty in this,
vet itswhat they take fpecial Notice of, to their greac fure
peize s for they fay, and prove by good Marks and To.
keng,
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kens, that the lefler Cliff B € bas been conftantly fal-
ling in, infomuch, that from time to time, in their Me-
mory, near 10 Rods forward to the Land has been car-
ried away by the Sea. From whence, as it appears that
the Plain between the Top of the lefler Chiff and the
Foot of the higher C D has been formerly double the
Breadth that it is at prefeat, {o the diftance been the
Reck and the koot of the leffer or lower CLiff 4 B.
fhouid have increafed "in’ Proporzion, and _would have
been double at prefent, to what it has been formerly:
But this Diftance remaining the fame (as is above noted)
or rather lefs (in the Opinion of many} is what is
greatly wonder’d at: norcan it be accounted for other-
wife, than by {uppofing that the Land prefiisg ferward
into the Sea is wafhed away by the high Tides; and, as
often asthis happens, prefies forward again. This pref-
fing forward of the Land into the Sea, would be incredi-
bie, were it not fhewn to be matter of Fall; and that
not only at this one Place of Obfervation, bur by like
Obfervations 2ll along this Coalt, as far as the Sicuation

continues the fame. - :
‘Now, Sir, let us climb both thele cragged Cliffs, and
lace our {elves at the Top of the higher One, at the
Point E. Andshere we are ro oblerve, thar (as old
Men inform us) vpward of forty Years ago, not {o
much as the Top of Tuarlizgham-Houfe could be dif-
cern’d, neither from hence, nor yer a good Diftance
off at Sea; but it difcover'd it {cIf by degrees, till
at this Day, not only the whole Houfe, but a great
Tra& of Land below it, is plainly to be {een, as in
the Line of Sight £ G H. The Trall of Land is more
in Proportion than deferibd in the Sketch, between
the Point at A and the Houfe. In this there can be no
Fallacy ; and we can afcribe it to nothing lefs than the
finking of the Hills (for their Tops could " never wear
Dddd 2 away
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away confiderably, being always cover’d with.Grafs;
and never broken up by the Plough or otherwife).
Thefe Hills are.all of Chalk, and have probably very
large Caverns within, Springs of Water always Howing
plentifully from the foot of them; and I'have had it ob-
ferv'd to me, that upon their Tops frequent Cracks have
been raken notice cf. Whatever, be the Cdufe of it, tis
not to be doubted but that thefe Hills are greatly funk,
And this finking of the Hills, the People at this Place
believe, forces the Cliffs and all the Land forward into
the Sea. The Cliffs conlift of grear ragged Sand-Stones
till we come to near a Yard (at fome places more) of
the Botvom;. then we meet with .what they call a Slipe,
7. ¢ aflippery fort of Clay always wet.  Upon this Slipe
atthe botrom, they prefume that the hard Stony Land a-
bove flides forwards toward the Sea, as a Shipis launch’d
upon tallow’d Planks. I thought it proper to give you
this account of the Natute of the Earth ; and withal to
mingle with it the Opinion of the People, that you might
perceive they are o far from doubting of the Truth of
what is abovewritten, that they endeavour to. find fome
Solution of it, as being a thing not more firange than
trae.  If I thould take all the'Hands that can be got to
zeftifie the Truth of this, it would make too large a
Roll, fo I fhallchufe only afew of the moft antient and
of belt Credit.

T aflure my {elf that I have Credit enough with you to
bs believed upon my own fingle Subfcription, that I am,

S 1 R, Towrs,
Folkeffone 1a Ken?,

Sebruary 24, 1715-15,
John Sackette.

We
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We whofe Names are underwritten do hereby tellific
the Truth of the Matters of Fa&t in the within written
Letter related,

Benjamin Mafter, a Jurat of the Town, aged 74,

Robert Hammond, Senior, a Jurat of the Town, aged 77.

William Godden, a Filherman, aged 74.

Thomas Mar[b, a Fitherman, aged 72.

William Fall, a Fifherman, aged 73.

Fames Godden, aFitherman, upward of 6o.

L. Mifcellaneous Obfervations made about Rome,
Naples and fome other Countries, in the Year
1683 and 1684 5 and communicated to the Puba
lifher by Tancred Robinfon M. D, R.S.S.

SIR,

OU having been pleas'd to think fome of my Ob-

fervations might be agreeable to the Publick,
fhall here freely give you them (f{uch as they are ) o-
mitting thofe that were formerly extracted our of the
MSS. Diaries of my Travels, fome of which are Printed
in feveral Philofophical Tranfaitions, and others in fome
of Mr. Ray's Englith Tra&s.

In my Journey from Rome to Niples 1 obferv'd on the
Rubbifh of the Zre Taberne an unufual Vegetable for
that place, remote from Town ot Houfe, which was the
Ficns Indica Spinofa commonly call'd the Opuntia or Tuna,
and by our Writers of America the Frickly=Pear, whofe
Juice gives the Urine a red Colour ; when I came to
Naplesy 1found it there near the Rocks, and in fome witd
{olitary Places like a Native, If the Spawiards planted ir,
they chofe defere Sitvations.  On this Plant the Cochineel
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