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PER CAPITA INCOME5

        Total3 ��������������������������������������������������� 301,483 26,862 161 304,280 26,530 160 *–1.2 0.70

White ����������������������������������������������������������������� 240,852 28,394 185 242,403 28,034 183 *–1.3 0.76
  White, not Hispanic ����������������������������������������� 197,159 31,194 216 197,436 30,941 214 –0.8 0.81
Black ������������������������������������������������������������������� 38,076 18,336 326 38,624 18,135 327 –1.1 2.10
Asian ������������������������������������������������������������������� 13,315 30,177 916 14,011 30,653 1,053 1.6 3.90

Hispanic (any race)��������������������������������������������� 47,485 15,615 292 48,901 15,063 276 *–3.5 1.87

* Statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. 
1 Medians are calculated using $2,500 income intervals.  Beginning with 2009 income data, the Census Bureau expanded the upper income intervals used to calculate 

medians to $250,000 or more.  Medians falling in the upper open-ended interval are plugged with “$250,000.”  Before 2009, the upper open-ended interval was $100,000 and 
a plug of “$100,000” was used.

2 A 90 percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the 
estimate. For more information, see “Standard Errors and Their Use” at <www.census.gov/hhes/www/p60_238sa.pdf>

3 Federal surveys now give respondents the option of reporting more than one race. Therefore, two basic ways of defining a race group are possible. A group such as 
Asian may be defined as those who reported Asian and no other race (the race-alone or single-race concept) or as those who reported Asian regardless of whether they also 
reported another race (the race-alone-or-in-combination concept). This table shows data using the first approach (race alone). The use of the single-race population does not 
imply that it is the preferred method of presenting or analyzing data. The Census Bureau uses a variety of approaches. Information on people who reported more than one 
race, such as White and American Indian and Alaska Native or Asian and Black or African American, is available from Census 2000 through American FactFinder. About 
2.6 percent of people reported more than one race in Census 2000. Data for American Indians and Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders, and those 
reporting two or more races are not shown separately in this table.

4 The “Outside metropolitan statistical areas” category includes both micropolitan statistical areas and territory outside of metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas. 
For more information, see “About Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas” at <www.census.gov/population/www/estimates/aboutmetro.html>.

5 The data shown in this section are per capita incomes and their respective confidence intervals. Per capita income is the mean income computed for every man, woman, 
and child in a particular group. It is derived by dividing the total income of a particular group by the total population in that group (excluding patients or inmates in institutional 
quarters).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2009 and 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Table 1.
Income and Earnings Summary Measures by Selected Characteristics: 2008 and 2009—Con.
(Income in 2009 dollars. Households and people as of March of the following year. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, 
nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/apsd/techdoc/cps/cpsmar10.pdf)

Figure 1.
Real Median Household Income by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1967 to 2009

Note:  Median household income data are not available prior to 1967.  For information on recessions, see Appendix A.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
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