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2 ELOI5A.

part for a féw days, or even for a few hours, have
we {adly embraced each other, and vowed that
when we were our own miftrefles we would ne-
ver be alunder! We are now our own mif-
trefles, and yet we pafs one half of the year at a
diftance from each other. Is then our affe@ion
weaker? My dear and tender friend, we are
both fenfible how much time, habit, and your
kindnefs have rendered our attachment more
ftrong and indiffoluble. As to myfelf, your ab-
-fence daily becomes more infupportable, and I can
no longer live for a moment without you. The
progrefs of our friendthip is more natural than it
appears to be ; it is founded not only on a fimi-
larity of chara&er, bat of condition, As we ad-
vance in years, our affc&tions begin to centre in
one point. We every day lofe fomething that
was dear to us, which we can never replace—
Thus we perifh by degrees, till at length, being
wholly devoted to felf love, we lofe life and fenfi-
bility, even before our -exiftence ceafes. But a
fufceptible mind arms itfell with all its force againft
this anticipated death : when a chillnels begins
to feize the extremities, it colleCls all the genial
warmth of nature round its own centre ; the more
_connexions it lofes, the clofer it cleaves to thofe
which remain, "and all its former ties are com-
bined to attach it to the laft objet.

- This is what, young as [ am, I feem to expe-

rience. Ah! mydear, my poor heart has been tog
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4 ELOISA.

he is not intoxicated with fondnefs as Tam ! his ten-
dernels for them is too rational: I would haveittobe
more lively and more like my own, In fhort, I want
a friend, a mother who can be as extravagantly
fond of my children, and her own, as myfelf.  In
a word the fondnefs of a mother makes the com-
pany of a friend more neceffary to me, that I may
enjoy the plealure of talking continually about
my children, without being troublefome, I feel
double the plealure in the carefles of my little
Marcellinus, when I fee that you fhare it with me,
When 1 embrace your daughter I fancy that I
prefs you to my bofom. Wec have obferved a
hundred timesy on feeing our little cherubs at
play together, that the union of our affe&tions
has fo united them, that we have not been able
to diftinguifh to which of us they feverally be-

lﬂl‘lgtd;

This is not all : 1 have powerful rﬁal'uns for

defiring to have you always near me, and your

abfence is painful to me in mare refpects than one.:

Think on my averfion to all hypocrify, and re-
fleCt on the continual referve in which I have
lived upwards of fix years towards the man whom
I love above all others in the world. My odious
fecret opprefles me more and more, and my duty

to reveal it feems every day more indifpenfible.

The more I am prompted by honour to difclofe it,
the more 1 am obliged by prudence to conceal it.

Confider what a horrid flate it is, for a wife to
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ELOISA, 5

carry miftruft, falfehood, and fear, even to her
hufband’s arms ; to be afraid of opening her heart
to him who is mafter of it, and to conceal one
half of my life, to enfure the peace of the other.
Good God ! from whom do I conceal my fecret
thoughts, and hide the recefles of a foul with
which he has fo much reafon to be fatisfied —
From my Wolmar, my hufband ! and the moft
worthy hufband with which Heaven ever re-
warded the virtue of unfullied chaftity. Having
deceived him once, I am obliged to continue the
deceit, and bear the mortification of finding my-
felf unworthy of all the kindnefs he exprefles.—
My heart is afraid to receive any teftimony of his
eftcem, his moft tender carefles make me blufh,
and my confcience interprets all his marks of re-
fpect and attention into fymptoms of reproach and
difdain. It is a crucl pain conftantly to harbour
this remorfe, which tells me that he miftakes the
objett of his efteem. Ah ! if he but knew me, he
would not ufe me thus tenderly! No, I cannot
endure this horrid fate : I am never alone with
that worthy man, but I am ready to fall on my
knces before him, to confefs my fault, and to ex-
pire at his feet with grief and fhame.
Neverthelefs, the reafons which at firlt re-
ftrained me, acquire frefh ftrength every day, and
every motive which might induce me to make the

declaration, confpires toenjoin mefilence, When I
] ﬁ 3
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o ; ELOISA,

confider the peaceable and tranquil ftate of our fa-
mily, I cannot refe&l wicthout horror what an ir-
reparable difturbance might be occafioned by a
fingle word. After fix years pafled in perfect
union, fhall I venture to difturb the peace of fo
good and difcreet a huiband, who has no other
will than that of his happy wife, no other plea~
fure than to fee order 3nd tranquillity throughout
his family? Shall I afli¢t with domeftic broils an
aged father, who appears to be fo contented, and
fo 'delighted with the happinefs of his daughter
and his friend? Shall I expofc my dear children,
thofe lovely and promifing infants, to have their
education neglefted and fhamefully flighted, to
become the melancholy viétims of family difcord,
between a father inflamed with juft indignation,
tortured with jealouly, and an unfortunate and
guilty mother, always bathed in tears? I know
what M. Wolmar is, now he efteems his wife ;
but how do I know what he will be when he no
longer regards her ! Perhaps he feems calm and
moderate, becaufe his predominant paffion has had
np room to difplay itfelf. Perhaps he would be

as violent in the impetuofity of his anger, as he.

is gentle and compofed, now he has nothing te
provoke him.
If 1 owe fuch regard to every one about me, is

not femething likewile due to 'infftlfi‘ Does

not a virtuous and regular courfe of life for fix

years obliterate, in fome meafure, thg errors of
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8 ELOISA.

does not concern me, and which I am not obliged
to make,

Such is the ftate of anxiety and uncértainty in
which I am continually Autuating in your ab-
fence. Do you know what may be the confe-
quence of this one day or other? My father is
foon to fet out for Berne, and is determined not
to return till he has put an end to a tedious law-
fuit; not being willing to leave us the trouble of
concluding it, and perhaps doubting our zeal in
the profecutionof it. In the mean time, between
his departure and his return, I fhall be alene with
my hufband, and I perceive that it will then be
impoffible for me to keep the fatal fecret any lon-
ger. When we have company, you know M.

W olmar often choofes to retire, and take a foli=

tary walk: he chats with the peafants; he in-
quires into their fituation; he examines the con-
ditions of their grounds ; and affifts them, if they
require it, both with his purfe and his advice.
But when we are alone, he never walks without
me ; he {eldom leaves his wife and children, but
caters into their little amufements with fuch an
amiable fimplicity, that on theleoccafions T always
feel a more than common tendernefs for him. In
thefe tender moments, my referve is in fomuch more
danger, as he himielf frequently gives me cp-
portunitics of throwing it afidc, and has a hundred
. times held converfation with me which feemed
to excite me to cenfidence. 1 perceive that {oon-
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10 ELOISA.
voyage, which he undertook out of defpair. If

he was living, he would fend us tidings from the -

fartheft part of the world ; near four years have
elapfed fince his departure. They fay the fqua-
dron on board of which he'is has fuffered a thou-
fand difafters; that it hath loft three fourchs of
its crew ; that {everal thips have gone to the bot-
tom, and that no one can tell what 1s become of
the reft. He is no more ! he is nomore! A fe-
cret foreboding tells me-fo. "I'he unfortunate
wretch has-not been fpared any more than fo
many others. The diftrefles of his voyage, and
melancholy, ftill more fatal than all, have fhort-
ened hisdays., Thus vanifhes every thing which
glitters for a while on earth. The reproach
of having occafioned the death of a worthy man
was all that was wanting to complete the tor-
ments of my confcience. With what a foul was
he endued! how fufceptible of the tendereft love !
He deferved to live!

I try in vain to difipate thefe melancholy ideas;
but they return every minute, in fpite of me,
Y our friend requires your affiftance, to enable her
to banifh, or to moderate them; and fince I can-
not forget this unfortunate man, I had rather
talk of him with you, than think of him by my-
felf. .
‘You fee how many reafons concur to make
your company continually neceflary to me. IF

you, who have been more difcrect and fortunate, -

b
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12 ELOISA.

a participation of affetions communicates a foft
and affecting quality to melancholy, which con-
tent never feels? And was not friendfhip parti-
cularly defigned to alleviate the evils of the
wretched, and leflen their pains?

« Buch, my dear, are the refle&ions you ought
to indulge; to which I muft add, that when I
propofe your coming to live with me, [ make the
propofal no lefs in my hufband’s name than my
own. He has often expreffed his furprife, and
even been offended, that two fuch intimates as
we fhould liveafunder : he aflures me that he has
told you fo, and he is not a man who talks inad-

vertently. I do not know what refolution you

will take with refpect to thefe propofals ; I have
reafon to hope that it will be [uch as I could with.
However it be, mine is fixed and unalterable.—
I have not forgotten tht time when you would
have followed me to England. My incomparable
friend ! it is now my turn. You know my dif-
hike of the town, my tafte for the country, for ru-
ral occupations, and how ftrongly a refidence of
three years has attached me to my houfe at Cla-
rens. You are no ftranger likewife to the trou-
ble of removing a whole family, and you are
fenfible that it would be abufing my father’s good
nature to oblige him to move fo often. There-
fore, if you will not leave your family, and come
to govern mine, I am determined to take a houfe
at Laufanne, where we will all live with you,—
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14 ELOISA,

archite€t! « « « « ‘T'hat florid (peaker! . . . .
You remember him . . . . In your old Plutarch
..« » « Pompous defcriptions, fuperb temple ! . .
When he had finifhed his haranguey; comes ano-
ther ; a plain man; with a grave, fober, and un-
affeled air . . . who anfwered as your coufin
Clara might do. . . with a low, hollow, and
deep tone . . . AUl that be bas Jaidy I will do.
—Here he ﬂnded and the allembly rang with ap-
plaufe!| Peace to the man of words. My dear
we may be confidered in the light of thefe two ar-
chitefts ; and the temple in queﬂzmn is that of
Friendfhip.

But let us recapitulate all the fine thmgs you
have faid to me. Firft, that we loved each
other; fecondly, that my company was neceflary
to you; thirdly, that yours was neceflary to me,
likewife ; and laftly, chat as it was in our power
to live together the reft of our days, we ought to
doit. And you have really difcovered all this
without a guide, In truth thou art a woman of
vaft eloquence! Well, but let me tell you how
I was employed onny part, while you was com-
pofing this fublime epiftle. After that I will
leave you to judge, whether what you l'ay, or
what I do, is moft to the purpole,

I had no fooner loft my hufband, than you fup-
plied the vacancy he had left inmy heart. While
he was living, he fhared my affections with you:
when he was gone, I was yours entirely, and, as
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144} ELOISA.

Full of this plealing idea, it was neccllary for
me to open my mind to fomebody who might af«
{ilt me to exccute my projedts Guefs now whom

I chofe for a confidant! One M. Wolmar.
Should you not know him?{ < My hufband, cou-

hin.” Yes, your hufband, coufin. The very -

man from whom you make fuch a difficulty of
concealing a fecret, which it is of confequence
to him never to know, is he who has kept a fe-
cret from you, the difcovery of which would have
given you (0 much pleafure. T'his was the true
fubje&t of all that myfterious converfation be-
‘tween us, about which you ufed to banter us with
fo much humour. Youlce what hypocrites thefe
hutbands are. Is it not very droll in them to ac.
cufe us of diffimulation? But I required much
more of your hufband. I perceived that you had
the fame plan which I bad in view, but you kept
it more to yourfelf, as one whodid notcare to com-
municate her thoughts, till the was led to the
difcovery. With an intent, therefore, to make
your {urprife more agreeable, 1 would have had
himy; when you propofed our living together, to
have feemed as if he difapproved of your eager-
nels, and to have given his confent with reluc-
tance. To this he made me ananfwer, which I
well remember, and which you ought never to
forget : for fince the firft exiftence of hufbands, I
doubt whether any one of them ever made fuch
an anfwer before. It wasas follows : « My dear
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18 : ELOISA.

lents than inclination. 1 fkilfully employed that
piquant zir which I know how to put on, and
with which I have entertained myfelf in making
a jeft of more than one young coxcomb. You
have been ablolutely the dupe of my affeftation,
and you thought me in hafte to fupply the place
of a man, to whom of all others it would be moft
difficult to fit a fucccflor. Butlam too ingenuous
to play the counterfeit long, and your apprehen-
fions were foon removed. But to confirm you the
more, I will explain to you my real fentiments
on that head.

I have told you an hundred times, when I was
a maid, that 1 was never defigned for a wife.
Had my determination depended on myfelfalone,
I fhould never have married. But our fex cannot
purchafe liberty but by flavery ; and, before we
can become our own miftrefles, we muft begin by
being fervants. T hough my father did not con-
fine me, 1 was not without uneafinels in my fa-
mily. To free myfelf from that vexation, there-

fore, I married Mr. Orbe. He was fuch a wor- -

- thy man, and loved me with fuch tendernefs, that

I moft fincerely loved him in my turn. Experi-

ence gave me a more advantageous opinion of mar-
riage than I had conceived of it, and effaced thofe
- ill impreffions I had received from Chaillot, Mr.

Orbe made me happy, and did not repent his en-
deavours. [ fhould have dilcharged my duty

with any other, but I fhould have vexed him, and
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20 ELOISA.

ly upon me; not to mention that all conftraint
whatever is intolerable to me. Confider, you
who know me, what charms can an attachment
have in my cyes, during which, for feven years
together, 1 have not laughed feven times heartily !
I do not propofe, like you, to turn matron at
eight-and-twenty. I find myfelf a fmart little
widow, likely to get a hufband ftill,and I think
that if I were a man, I fhould have no objetion to
fuch a one as myfelf. But to marry again, cou-
fin! Hear me; I fincerely la ment my poor hul=
band ; T would have given up one half of my days,
to have paffed the other half with him ; and, ne-
verthelefs, could he return to life, 1 fhould take
him again for no other reafon, than becaufe I had
taken him before.

I bave declared to you my real intentions. If
I have not been able to put them in cxecution,
notwithftanding M. 'Wolmar’s kind endeavours,
it is becaufe difficulties feem to increafe, as my
2eal to {urmount them ftrengthens. But my zeal
will always gain the afcendancy, and, before the
fummer is over, I hope to return to you for the
remainder of my days.

I muft now vindicate myfelf from the reproach
of concealing my uneafinefs, and chooling to weep

-

alone: I do not deny it; and this is the way I

fpend the moft agreeable time 1 pafs here. I ne-

~ ver enter my houfe, but I perceive fome traces

which remind me of him who made it agreeable
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22 ELOISA,

who had not copied your failing, might have
taken the lead in my turn, yet the afcendancy fill
remained in you. The frailty I condemned in
you appeared to me almoft in the light of a vir-
tue; I could fcarce forbear admiring in you what
I fhould have cenfured in another. In fhort,
even at that time, I never accofted you without
a fenfible emotion of involuntary refpe&t; and it
is certain, that nothing but your gentlenefs and
affability of manners could entitle me to therank
- of your friend : by nature, I ought to be your fer-

vant.  Explain this myftery if you can; for my -

part, I am at a lofs how to folve it,

But, after all; I do in fome meafure conceive
the reafon, and I believe that I have explained it
“before now. The reafon is, that your difpofition
enlivens every one round you, _Ianti gives them a
kind of new exiftence, for which they are bound
to adore you, fince they derive it entirely from
you. It is true, I have done you fome fignal fer-
vices; you have fo often acknowledged them,
that it is impoffible for me to forget them. Ican-
not deny but that, without my aflittance, you had
been utterly undone. But what did I do, more
than return the obligation I owed you? Is it pof-
fible to have a long acquaintance with you; with-
out finding one’s mind imprefled with the charms
of virtue, and the delights of friendfhip? Do not
you know that you have power to arm in your
defence every one who approaches you, and that
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24 ELOISA.

gether, If heis alive, as I hope he is, the cafe
may be different ; but let us wait till we are fure
of the event. In every ftate of the cafe, do not
you think that you ought to pay fome regard to
the advice of an unfortunate wretch, whofe evils
all fpring from you?

With refpeét to the danger of folitude, I con-
ceive, and cannot condemn your fears, though I
am perfuaded that they arc ill-founded. Your
paft terrors have made you fearful ; but I prefage
better of the time prefent, and you would be lefs
apprehenfive, if you had more reafon to be fo.
But 1 cannot approve of your anxiety with regard
to the fatc of our poor friend, Now your affec-
tions have taken a different turn, believe me, he
is as dear to me as to yourfclf. Neverthelefs, I

have forebodings quite contrary to yours, and

more agreeable to reafon. Lord B—— has heard
- from him twice, and wrote to me on the receipt.
of the laft letter, to acquaint me that he was in
the South-Seas, and had already cfcaped all the
dangers you apprehend. You know all this as
well as I, and yet you are as uneafy as if you
were a ftranger to thefe particulars. But there
is 'a circumftance you are ignorant of, and of
which I muft inform you ; it is, that the fhip on
which he is on board was feen two months ago
off the Canaries, making fail for Europe. This
is the account my father received from Holland,
which he did not fail to tranimit to me; for it 1s-
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26 ELOISA.
LETTER CXXII

TO MRS ORBE,

"My dear coufin, my benefa&trefs, my friend! I
come from the extremities of the earth, and bring
a heart f{till full of affection for you. I have
croffed the line four times; have traverfed the
two hemifpheres ; have feen the four quarters of
the globe ; its diameter has been between us: 1
haye been quite round it, and yet could not
efcape from you one moment. It is in vain to
fly from the objeét of our adoration : the image,
more fleet than the winds, purfues us from the
end of the world; and, wherever we tranfport
ourfelves, we bear with us the idea by which we
are animated. 1 have endured a great deal ; I have
{cen others fuffer more, How many unhappy
wretches have I feen perifh! Alas! they rated
life at a high price! And yet I furvived them
. . . Perhaps my condition was lefs to be pitied 3
the miferies of my companions affected me more
than my own. I am wretched here (faid I to
myfelf), but there isa corner of the earth where
I am happy and tranquil; and the profpeét of
felicity, befide the lake of Geneva, made me
amends for what I fuffered on the ocean. I have
the pleafure, on my return, to have my hopes con-
firmed: Lord B—— informs me, that you both
- enjoy health and peace ; and that if you in parti-
cular have loft the agrecable diftinétion of a wifc,
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28 ELOISA.

I have feen, at a diftance, the abode of thofe
{fuppofed giants, who are no otherwile greater
than the reft of their fpecies, than as they are more
“courageous, and who maintain their independence
more by a life of implicity and frugality, than by
their extraordinary ftature. I made a reflidence of
three months in a defert and delightful ifland,
which zfforded an agreeable and lively repre-
fentation of the primitive beauty of nature,
and which feems to be fixed at the extremity
of the warld, to ferve as an afylum to inno-
cence and perfecuted love; but the greedy Euro-
pean indulges his brutal difpofition, in prevent-
ing the peaceful Indian from refiding there, and
does jufticc on himfelf, by not making it hisown
abode. ~ |

I have feen, in the rivers of Mexico and Peru,
the fame fcenes as at Brafil ; I have [een the few
wretched inhabitants, the fad remains of two
powerful nations, loaded with irons, ignomy, and
mifery, weeping in the midft of their precious
metals, and reproaching Heaven for having la-
vithed fuch treafures upon them. I have fcen the
" dreadful conflagration of a whole city, which pe-
rifhed in the flames, without having made any re-
fiftance or defence. Such is the right of war
among the intelligent, humane, and refined Eu-
ropeans ! ‘They are not fatisfied with doing the
enemy all the mifchief from whence they can
reap any advantage, but they reckon as clear
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30 ELOISA,

ful ftill than the firft, and where the moft cruel
accident had like to have confined us for ever. I
was the only one, perhaps, whom fo agreeable an
exile did not terrify : am I not doomed to be an
exile every where? 1In this place of terror and

delight 1 faw the attempts of human induftry to

difeugagt: a civilized being from a folitude where
he wants nothing, and plunge him intoan aby/s of
new neccfiities.

On the vaft ocean, where one would imagine
men would be glad to meet with their own fpe-
cies, I have feen two great fhips fail up to each
other, join, attack, and fight together with fury,
as if that immenfe fpace was too little for either of
them. I have feen them difcharge flames and bullets
againft each other, Ina fight which was not of
long duration, I have feen the picture of hell, I
havg heard the triumphant fhouts of the conque-
ror drown the cries of the wounded, and the
groans of the dying. I blufhed to receive my
fhare of an immenfec plunder; but received it in
the nature of a truft, and asit was taken from the
wretched, to the wretched it fhall be reftored.

I have fecen Europe tranfported to the extre-
mities of Africa, by the labours of that avaricious,
patient, and induftrious pzople, who by time and
perfeverance have furmounted difficulties which
all the heroifm of other nations could never over-
come, I have feen thofe immenfe and miferable
countries, which feem deftined to no other pur-
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12 ELOISA.

heart as in your own. Yes, my dear coufin, her
virtue has fubdued me; Iam now, with regard
to her, nothing more than a moft fincere and
tenler friend; my adoration of her is of the
fame nature with yours; or rather, my “affec-
tions do not feem to be weakened, but reftified 3
and, however nicely I examine, [ find them to
be as purc as the object which infpires them.
‘What can I fay more, till I am put to the proof,
by which I may be able to form a right judgment
of myfelf? 1 am honeft and fincere; I will be
what I ought to be; but how fhall I anfwer for
my affe&tidns, when I have fo much reafon to
miftruft them? Have I power over the paft?
" How can 1 avoid recolle@ing a thoufand paffions
which have formerly diftrated me? How fhall
my imagination diftinguifh what is, from what
has been? And how fhall I confider her asa
friend, whom I never yet faw butas a miftrefs?
Whatever you may think of the fecret motive of
my cagernefs, it is honeft and rational, and mec-
rits your approbation. T will an{fwer beforehand,
at leaft for my intentions. Permit me to fee
Eﬂl, and examine me yourfelf, or allow me to fee
“Eloifa, and 1 fha!l then know my own heart.
~ Tam toattend Lord B into Iraly. Shall
‘I pafs clofe by your houfe, and ‘not fee you?
“Do you think this poffible? Alas! if you are fo
crucl fo require it, you ought not to be obeyed !
But, why fhould you defire it? Are you not
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34 ELOISA.,

LETTER CXXIIL

FROM MR. WOLMAR.

Thoucn we are not yet acquainted, I am com-
manded to write to you. The moft difcreet and
moft beloved wife has lately difclofed her heart
to her happy hufband. He thinks you worthy
to have been the objeét of her affetions, and he
makes you an offer of his houfe. Peace and in-
nocence reign in this manfion; you will meet
with friendfhip, hofpitality, efteem, and con-
fidence. Examine your heart, and if you find
nothing there to deter you, come without any
apprehenfions.  You will not depart from him,
without leaving behind you at leaft one friend,
by name

. . WormMAR,

P. §.—Come, my friend, we expelt you with
eagernefs. Thope I need not fear a denial.
Cra  BLoreN,

e e
LETTER CXXIV.
;FB'DH MRS. ORBE.

 In which the preceding Letter was enclofed.

WELE:}ME, weclcome, a thoufand. times, dear
St. Preux ! for I intend that you fhall retain that
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ELOISA. 35

name, at lealt among us. I fuppoflc it will be
fufficient to tell you, that you will not be ex-
cluded, unles you mean to exclude yourfelf.
When you find, by the enclofed letter, that I
have done more than you required of me, you

- will learn to put more confidence in your friends,

and not to rcproach them on account of thofe in-

_quietudes which they participate when they are

under the neceflity of making you uneafy. Mr,
Wolmar has a defire to fee you ; he makes you an
ofter of his houfe, his friendfhip, and his advice;
this is more than requifite to quiet my appre-
henfions with regard to your jeurney, and I fhould
ihjure myfelf, if I miftrufted you one moment,
Mr. Wolmar goes farther, he pretends to accom-
plith your cure, and he [ays that neither Eloifa,
you, nor I, can be perfeitly happy till it is com-
plete. Though [ have great confidence in his
wifdom, and more in your virtue, yet I cannot
anfwer for the fuccefs of this undertaking. T his
I know, that, confidering the difpofition of his
wife, the pains he propofes to take is out of pure
generofity to you,

Come then, my worthy friend, in all the fecu-
rity of an honeft hearr, and fatisfy the eagernefs
with which we all long to embrace you, and to
fec you cafy and contented; come to your native
land, and in the midft of your friends reft yourfelf
after all your travels, and forget all the hardfhips

* B6 |
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36 ELOISA,

you have undergone. - The laft time you faw
me I was a grave matron, and my friend was on
the brink of the grave ; but now, as fhe is well,
and I am once more fingle, you will find me as
gay and almoft as handfome as ever. One thing,
however, is very certain, that I am not altered
with refpedt to you, and you may travel many
times round the world, and not find one who has
fo fincere a regard for you as your, &c,

e

=

LETTER CXXV.

FOo LORD B——.

- Juer rifen from my bed: ’tis yet the dead of
night. I cannot reft 2 moment. My heart is
fo tranfported, that I can fcarce confine it within
me. You, my lord, who have {o often refcued
me from defpair, fhall be the worthy confidant
of the firft pleafure I have tafted for many a
year,

I have fcen her, my lord! my eyes have be-
held her ! I have heard her voice. I have prefx
fed her hand with my lips. She recollected me;
fhe received me with joy; fhe called me her
friend, her dear friend; fhe admitted me into her
houfe: I am happier than ever I was in my life.
I lodge under the fame roof with her, and while

Tam writing to you, we are fcarce thirty paces
afunder. 4 '
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ELOISA. 37

My ideas are too rapid to be exprefled ; they
crowd upon me all at once, and naturally impede
each other. I muft paufe a while to digeft my
narrative into fome kind of method.

After fo long an abfence, I had fcarce given
way to the firlt ‘tranfports of my heart, while 1
embraced you as a friend, my deliverer, and my
father, before you thought of taking a journey to
Italy. Youmade me with for it, in hopes of rg
lief from the burden of being ufelefs to you. As
you could not immediately difpatch the affairs
which detained you in London, you propofed my
going firft; that I might have more time to wait
for you here. I begged leave to come hither;
I obtained it, fet-out, and though Eloifa made the
firft advances towards an interview, yetthe pleaf-
ing refletion that I was going to meet her was
checked by the regret of leaving you. My lord,
we arc now even ; this fingle fentiment has can-
celled my obligations to you. i a1

I need not tell you that my thoughts were all
the way taken up with the object of my journey ;
but I muft obferve one thing, that I began to
confider that fame object, which had never quit-
ted my imagination, quite in another point of
view. Till then I ufed to recall Eloifa to my
mind, {parkling, as formerly, with all the charms
of youth. I had always beheld her lovely eyes
enlivened by:that paflion with which fhe infpired
me. Every feature which I admired, fcemed, in
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38 ELOISA, .

my opinion, to be a furcty of my happines. My
affeCtion was fo interwoven with the idea of her
perfon, that I could not feparate them. Now I
was going to {ee Eloifa married, Eloifa a mother,
Eloifa indifferent ! 1 was difturbed when 1 re-
fleCted how much an interval of eight years
might have impaired her beauty, She had had
the fmall-pox, fhe was altered, how great might
that alteration be! My imagination obftinately
refufed to allow any blemith in that lovely face,

I reflected likewife on the expected interview be--

tween us, and what kind of reception 1 might
expe€t. The firft meeting prefented itfelf to my
mind under 2 thoufand different appearances, and
this momentary idea croffed my imagination a
thoufand times a day.

‘When 1 perceived the top of the hills, my
heart beat violently, and told me, There fhe is!
-1 was affeéted in the fame manner at f(ea, on
- viewing the coafls of Europe, I felt the fame
emotions at Meillerie, when I dilcovered the
houfe of the Baron d’Etange. 'I'he world, in my
imagination, is divided only into two regions,
that where the is, and #hat where fhe is not,
The former dilates as I remove from her, and
contralls when I approach her, as a fpot where
I am deftined never to arrive. It is at prefent
confined to the walls of her chamber. Alas!
that place alone is inhabited ; all the reft of the

“univerfe is an empty fpace.
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The nearer I drew to Switzerland, the more vhere a

I was agitated. That inftant in which I difco- ne air of the

vered the lake of Geneva from the heights of . of the Eaft
Jura, was a moment of rapture and ecftafy, iful that ever
The fight of my country, that beloved country, g compa
where a deluge of pleafures had overflowed my ple ; the
heart; the pure and wholefome air of the Alps; ing

the gentle breeze of the country, more fweet | : all thele
than the perfumes of the Eaft ; that rich and fer- ' ot delcribe ,
tile fpot, that unrivalled landicape, the moft beau- "mo ment .
tiful that ever ftruck the eye of man, that de- ) idea .
hghtful abode, to which I found nothing compa- bed me in
rable in the vaft tour of the globe ; the afpect of .t the caule ,
a free and happy people; the mildnefs of the fea- thither , and
fon, the ferenity of the climate: a thoufand pleaf- as my delay

ing recolleions, which recalled to my mind the
pleafures I had enjoyed : all thefe circumftances
together threw me into a kind of tranfport which
I cannot delcribe, and feemed to colle@® the en-
| joyment of my whole life into one happy mo-
ment. Having crofled the lake, I felt 2 new im-
preffion, of which I had no idea. It was a cer-
tain emotion of fear, which checked my heart,
and difturbed me in fpite of all my endeavours,
This dread, of which I could not difcover the
caufe, increafed as I drew nearer to the town; it
abated my cagernefs to get thither, and rofe to
fuch a height, that my expedition gave me as
much uneafinefs as my delay had occafioned me
before, When I came to Vevai, I felt a fenfa-
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40 : E LOISA. for M.
tion which was very far from being agreeable. F:?i?;?g;ht
1 was feized with a violent palpitation, which lite T was
“{topped my breath, fo that 1 fpoke with a trem- - u;leafy :
bling and broken accent. I could fcarce make Y0 inn to ’
myfelf underftood when I inquired for M. Wol- hpted to
mar; for I durft not mention his wife, They Eral fips .
told me he lived at Clarens. This information we | fhould
cafed my breaft from a preflure equal to five hun- 1 by the
dred weight, and confidering the two leagues I ing but con
had to travel farther as a kind of refpite, I was enced
rejoiced at a circumftance which at any other - Ina few
time would have made me uneafy; but I learnt
with concern that Mrs, Orbe was at Laufanne. and T am

I went into an inn to recruit my ftrength, but
could not fwallow a morfel: and when I at-
- tempted to drink, I was almoft fuffocated, and
- could not empty a glafs but at feveral fips. When
* I{faw the horfes put to, my apprehenfions were
doubled. I believe I thould have given any thing
in the world to have had one of the wheels
broken by the way. I no longer faw Eloifa: my
difturbed imagination prefented nothing but con-
fufed objects before me ; my foul was ina general
tumul€. I had experienced grief and defpair, and
fhould have preferred them to that horrible ftate.
In a few words, I can aflurc you, that I never in
‘my life underwent fuch cruel agitation as I fuf-
fered in this little way, and 1 am perfuaded that
I could not have fupported it 2 whole day.
- 'When I arrived, I ordered the chaife to ftop

Gougle



ELOISA. 4T

at the gate, and finding that I was not in a con-
dition to walk, I fent the poftillion to acquaint

M. Wolmar that a ftranger wanted to fpeak

with him, He was taking a walk with his wife.
They were acquainted with the meflage, and
came round another way, while I kept my eyes
fixed on the avenue, and waited in a kind of
trance, in expectation of feeing fomebody come
_from thence. :

Eloifa had no fooner perceived me than fhe re-
colle@ted me. In an inftant, fhe faw me, fthe
thrieked, fhe ran, fhe leaped intoPmy arms. At

the found of her voice | ftarted, L revived, I faw her, .

I felt her. O my lord! O my friend! I cannot fpeak:

. Her look, her fhrick, her manner infpired
me with confidence, courage, “and ftrength in an
inftant. In her arms I fclt warmithy and breath-
ed new life, A facred tranfport kept us for fome
- time clofely embraced in deep filence ; and it was
not till after we recovered from this agreeable de-
lirium that our voices breke forth in confufed
murmurs, and our eyes intermingled tears. M.
Wolmar was prefent ; I knew he was, I faw him,
‘but what was [ capable of feeing? No, though
the whole univerfe had been united againft me ;
though 2 thoufand torments had furrounded me,
1 would not have detached my heart from the

leaft of thofe carefles, thofe tender offerings of a

pure and facred friendfhip, which we wxll
~with us to Heaven. .
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42 ELOISA.

W hen the violent impetuofity of our firft meet-
ing began to abate, Mrs. Wolmar took me by
the hand, and turning towards her hufbhand fhe
faid to him, with a certain air of candour and in=
nocence which inftantly affeéted me, “ Though
he is my old acquaintance, I do not prefent him
to you, but I reccive him from you, and he will
hereafter enjoy my friendfhip no longer than he
is honoured with yours.”"—** If new friends (faid
M. Wolmar, embracing me) exprefé lefs natural

ardour than thofe of long ftanding, yet they will
grow old in their turn, and will not yicld to any
in affettion.” I received his embraces; but my

heart had quite exhau&ed itfelf, and I was entirely
paflive.

After this ihurt fcene was over, I obferved, by
a fide-glance, that they had put wp my chaife,
and taken off my trunk. Eloifa held by my
arm, and I went with them towards the houfe,
almoft overwhelmed with pleafure, to find
they were determined I ﬂmu.ld remain their
guecft,

It was then, that upon a2 more calm cuun.tem'

plation of that lovely face, which I imagined
might have grown homely, I faw with an agreea~
ble, yet fad furprife, that fthe was really more
beautiful and fparkling than ever. Her charm-
ing features are now more regunlar; fheis grown
rather fatter, which is an addition to the re-
{plendent fairnefs of her complexion. The
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ELOISA. 4_3

{mall-pox has left fome flight marks on her
cheeks fcarce perceptible. Inftead of that mor-
tifying balhfulne(s which formerly ufed to make
her caft her eyes downwards, you may perceive
in her chafte looks the fecurity of virtue allied
with enels and fenfibility 3 her countenance,
thoug qt lefs modeft, is lefs timid ;. an air of
greater frgcdnm, and more liberal grace, has fuc-
ceeded that conftrained carriage which was com-
pounded of fhame and tendernefs; and if a fenfe
Qf.b;.r failing rendered her then more bewitch-

‘ing, a conicioufnels of her purity now renders her

mare celeftial.

We had fcarce entered the parlour, when fhe
difappeared, and returned in a minute. She did
notcome alone. 'Who do you think {he brought
with her? Her children! Thole two lovely
little ones, more beauteous than the day; in

whofe infant faces you might trace all the charms

and features of their mother. How was I agi-

~ tated at this fight ? It is neither to be defcribed

nor conceived. A thoufand different emotions
feized me at once. A thoufand crucl and de-
lightful reflections divided my heart. What a
lovely fight! What bitter regrets! I found my-
fc{f diftraéted with gricf, and tranfported with

I faw, if I may be zllowed the expreffion,
the_ d.urnbja& of my affe@ions multiplied before
me. . Alas! I perceived at the fame time too con-
vineing a proof that I had no longer any intereft
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44 " ELOISA.

in her; and my loffes (eemed to be multiplied with
her increale.

She led them towards me. ¢ Behold (faid fhe,
with an affefting tone, that pierced my foul) Be-
hold the children of your friend ; they will here-
alter be your fricnds. Henceforward 1 hope you
will be theirs.”” And immediately the two little
‘creatures ran eagerly to me, took me by the

‘hand, and fo overwhelmed me with their inno-

cent carefles, that every motion of my foul cen-
tered in tendernefs. ¥ tock them both in my
arms, and preffing them againlt my throbbing
breaft, ¢ Dear and lovely little creatures (faid I,
with a figh) you have an arduous ta(k to perform.
May you refemble the authors of your being ;
may you imitate their virtues ; and by your own,
hereafter adminifter comfort to their unfortunate
friends.”
round my neck a fecond time, and feemed dif-
pofed to repay me, by her embraces, thofe carefles
which I had beftowed on her two fons. But
how different was this from our firft embrace ! I
perceived the difference with aftonifhment. [t
was the mother of a family whom I now em-
braced. 1 (aw her furrounded by her hulband
and children : and the fcene ftruck me with awe.
I difcovered an air of dignity in her countenance,
- ‘which had not affe€ted me till now: I found my-
{c1f obliged to pay her a different kind of refpeét;

‘her familiarity was almoft uneafy to me ; lovely
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46 ' ELOISA.

That day feemed deftined to put me to every
kind of proof which I could poffibly undergo.
After we had joined Mrs. Wolmar, her hufband
was called away to give fome n::eﬂ&r}' orders,
and I was left alone with her:

I then found myfelfinvolved in frefh p:rpl::i-l-
ty, more painful and more unexpefted than any

which I had yet experienced. What fhould I fay

to her? How could I addrefs her # Should I pre-
fume to remind her of our former connexions,
and of thofe times which were o recent in my

memory ? Should I {uffer her to conclude that &

had forgot them, or that I no longer regarded
them ! Think what a punifhment it muft be to
treat the obje@ neareft your heart as a frranger?
What infamy, on the other hand, to abufe holpi-

tality fo far as to entertain her with difcourfe to

which fhe could not now liften with decency ?
Under thefe various perplexities I could not kecf:
my countenance ; my colour went and came; [
durft not fpeak, nor lift up mine eyes, nor make
the leaft motion ; and I believe that I fhould havé
remained in this uneafy fituation till her huf-
band’s return, if fhe had not relieved me. TFor
her part, this téte-4-téte did not feem to embarrafs
her in the leaft, She preferved the fame manner
and deportment as before, and” continued to talk
to me with the fame freedom ; fhe only, as I'ima-
gined, endeavoured to affe@ more eafe and gaicty,
tempered with a look, not timid or tender, but
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48 ELOISA,

1f you mean to be virtuous, lezrn to copy it : itis
the only requeft I have to make, and the only lef

fon I would teach you. The firlt ftep towards

vice is to make a myftery of actions innocent in
themfelves, and whoever is fond of difguife, will
fooner or later have reafon to conceal himfelf.—
One moral precept may fupply the place of all the
reft, which is this: neither to fay or do any thing
which you would not have all the world {ee and
hear.—For my part, I have always efteemed that
Roman abave 21l other men, who wifhed that his
houfe was built in fuch a manuner, that the world
might {ee all his tranfattions.

“ I have two propofals (he mu‘tinuﬂd] to make

toyou. Choofe freely that which you like beft,
but accept either the onc or the other.” Then
taking his wife’s hand and mine, and clofing them
together, he faid, * Our friendfhip commences
from this moment; this forms the dear connexion,
and may it be indiffloluble. Embrace her as your
fifter and your friend ;. treat her as fuch conftant-
ly ; the more familiar you are with her, the bet-
ter 1 ihall efteem you: but either behave, when
alone, as if I was prefent; or in my prefence as
if 1 was abfent, This isall I defire. If you pre-

fer the latter, you may choole it without any in-

convenience; for as I relerve to myfelf the right

of intimating to you any thing which difpleafes
‘me, folong as [ am filent in that refpeét you may
be certain that I am not offended.”
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59 ELOIS5A.

“fore relifhed thy charms, and to-day, for the firft
-time, my exiftence ceafes to be painful.

At pight, when I retired to reft, I pafled by
‘their chamber; I faw them go in together; I pro-
ceeded to my own in a melancholy mood, and
this moment was the leaft agrecable to me of zny
[ that day experienced.

Such, my lord, were the occurrences of this
hrit interview, fo paflionately wifhed for, and fo
dreadfully apprehended. I have endeavoured to
colleét myfelf fince T have been alone; I have
compelled myfelf to felf examination; butas 1
am not yet recovered from the agitation of the
preceding day, it is impoffible for me to judge of
the true fate of my mind. All that I know for
certain, is, that if the nature of my affection for
her is not changed, at lcaft the mode of it is al-
tered, for I am always anxious to have a third
perfon between us, and I now dread being

alone with her as much as 1 longed for it for.._

merly.

I intend to go to Laufanne in two or three
days, for as yet 1 have but half feen Eloifa, not
having feen her coufin; that dear and amiable
friena, to wnom I am fo much indebted, and who
will always fhare my friendfhip, my fervices, my
gratitude, and all the affections of my foul. On
my reture I will take the firft opportunity to
give you a further account. 1 have need of your
advice, and fhall keep a ftri& eye over my con-
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(] ELOTS A,

fears which yet difturbed me, and which, by fix-
ing my attention conftantly on him, might at
Adength have given me juft caulc of uncafinefs, I
‘am fo far from being apprehenfive of the affec-
tion I feel for him, that I believe 1 fhould mif=
truft mylelf more was he lefs dear to me; but I
fove him as tenderly as ever, though my love is
of a different pature. It is by comparing my
prefent fenfations with thofe which his prefence
formerly occafioned, that I derive my fecurity,
and the difference of fuch oppofite fentiments is
perceived in proportion to their vivacity.

With regard to him, though I knew him at
the firft glance, he ncverthelefs appearcd to be
preatly altered ; and what 1 fhould formerly have
thought impoffible, hie feems, in many refpects, to be
changed for the better. On the firft day, he difcover-
ed many {ymptoms of perplexity, and it was with
great difficulty that I concealed mine from him.
But it was not long before he recovered that free
deportment and opennels of manner which be-
comes his charaéter. I had always feen him ti-
mid and balhful ; the fear of offending me, and
perhaps the fecret thame of acling a part unbe-
coming a man of honour, gave him an air of
meannefs and fervility before me, which you have
‘more than once very juftly ridiculed. - Inftead of
the fubmiffion of a{lave, at prefent he has the re-
fpecful behaviour of a friend, who knows how
to honour the object of his efteem. He now com-
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ELOISA, 53 tlelf, and
municates his fentiments with freedom and ho= can depend
' 1ce , which

nefty ; he is not afraid left his {evere maxims of
virtue fhould clath with his incereft; he is not 1as cu}rleq
apprehenfive of injuring himfelf or affefting me, ctin their

by praifing what is commendable in itfelf, and Eed ;hemf
one may perceive in all he fays the confidence of .heals“ ierictnot(“)
an honeft man, who tan depend upon himf:lf, e
and who derives that approbation from his own |
confcience, which he formerly fought for only in

my looks. I find, alfo, that experience has cured:

him of that dogmatical and peremptory air which

men are apt to contraét in their clofets; that he " acted a

is lefs forward to judge of mﬂnkmd, fince he has e lively
obferved them more; that he is lels ready to irned into
eftablifh general propofitions, fince he has feen - ois

fo many exceptions ; and that, in general, the
love of truth has banifhed the fpirit of yftem : fo

that he is become lefs brilliant, but more ra-

tional ; and one receives much more informa-

tion from him, now he does pot affe@ to be fo

ﬁl ¥ -

His figure likewife is altered, but neverthelefs

not for the worfe; his countenance is more

open, his deportment more ftately ; he has cons .

tracted akind of martial air in his travels, which |
becomes him the better, as the lively and fpirited 4
gefture he ufed to exprefs when he was in earneft

is now turned into a more prave and fober de-

meanor, He is a feaman, who&tppwmﬁ

. c 3
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54 ELOISA.

cold and phlegmatic, but whofe difcourfe is fiery
and impetuous. Though he is turned of thirty,
he has the look of a young man, and joins all the
fpirit of youth to the dignity of manhood. His
complexion is entirely altered; he is almoft as
black as a Negroe, and very much marked with
the fmall-pox. My dear, I muft own the truth;
I am uneafy whenever I view thofe marks, and I
catch myifclf looking at them very often in fpltr:
of me.

I think I can difcover that if I am curious in
examining him, he is not lefs attentive in view-
ing me. After fo long an abfence, it is natural
to contemplate each other with a kind of curi-
ofity ; but if this curiofity may be thought to re-
tain any thing of our former eagernefs, yet what
difference is there in the manner as well as the
motive of it! If our looks do not meet fo often,
we neverthelefs view each nther with more free-
dom. We feem to examine cach other alters
nately by a kind of tacit agreement, Each per-
ceives, as it were, when it is the other's turn,
and looks a different way, to give the. other an
apportunity. ‘Though free from the emotions I
formerly felt, yet how is it -poflible to beheld
with indifference one who infpired the tendereft
paffion, and who, to this hour, is the objeét of
the pureft affeCtion? Who knows whether felf-
love does not endeavour to juftify paft errors !
Who knows, whether, though no longer blinded
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56 . © BLOTSA.

perhaps, we imay one day or other reap the fruits

of our prefent endeavours with more advantage -

than you imagine, For the prefent, I muft tell
you that I am pleafed with his charafter, and that

I efteem him particularly for one circumitance,

which he little fulpeéts, that is, the referve with
which he behaves towards me. T he lefs friend-

fhip he exprefies fcr me, the more he makes me

his friend ; I cannot tell you how much I dread-
ed left he fhould load me with careffes. This
was the firft trial I prepared for him: there is
yet another by whichI intend to prove him : and
after that I {hall ceafe all further examination.”™
~—* As to the circumflance you mentioned (faid
I) it only proves the franknefs of his difpofition ;
for he would never refolve to put on a pliantand
{fubmiffive air before my father, though it was fo

much his intereft, and I fo often entreated him to -

doit. I faw with concern that his behaviour de-
prived him of the only relource, and yet could

not diflike him for not being able to play the hy-
pocrite on any occafion.”— The cale is very
different (replied my hufband): there is a natural
antipathy berween your father and him, founded
on the oppolition of their fentiments. With re..
gard to myfelf, who have no fymptoms or preju~
dices, I am certzin that he can have no natural
averfion to me. No one can hate me; a man

without paffions cannot infpire any one with an
averfion towards him: but I deprived him of the
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ELOISA. ' 57
obje&t of his wifhes, which he will not readily
forgive. He will, however, conccive the ftrong-
_er affeétion for me, when he is perfeltly con-

vinced that the injury I have done him does not
prevent me from looking upon him with an eye
of kindnefs. If he carefled me now, he weuld
be a hypocrite ; if he never carefles me, he 1wull

be a monfter.”
Such, my dear Clara, is the fituation we arein,
and 1 begin to think that Heaven will blefs the

integrity of our hearts, and the kind intentions

ufmyhuﬂamd ‘ButIgm too kind to you in en-

into all thefe details; you do not deferve
that I fhould take fuch pleafure in converfing
with you; but I am determined to tell you no
‘more, and if you defire further information, you
m&ma i:ul:her to receive it

P. §.—1 muft acquaint you mtrthdt;fs with

what has pafled with refpect to the fubjet of this
letter. You know with what indulgence M,

Wolmar received. the late confeflion which 6ur
friend’s unexpected return obliged me to make.
Youa faw with what tendernefs he endeavoured
to dry wp my tears, and difpcl my thame. Whes
ther, as you reafonably conjectured, I told him
nothing new, or whether he was really affelen
by a proceeding which nothing but fincere re-
pentance could dictate, hehasmtwrdy cmmud
| Cy3 i
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58 EL@ISA.

to live with me as before, but he even feems to
have-increafed his attention, his confidence, and
efteem, as if he meant, by his kindnefs, to repay
.th: confufion which my confeffion coft me. My
dear Clara, you know my heart; judge then
what an impreflion fuch a condu& muft make!
As foon as I found that he was determined to
let our old friend come hither, I refolved, on my
part, to take the beft precautions I could contrive
againft myfelf : which was, to choofe my hufband
himfelf for my cenfidant; to hold no particular
converfations which I did not communicate to
him, and to write no lester which I did not thow
to him. I even made it a part of my duty to
write every letter as if it was not intended for his

infpc&tion, and afterwards to fhow it to him.

You will find an article in this which was pen-
ned on this principle; if while 1.was writing I
could not forbear thinking that he might read it,
yet my conicience bears witnefs that 1 did not
alter a fingle word on that account; but when I
fhowed him my letter, he bantered me, and had
not the civility to read it.

1 confefs that I was fomewhat p.nqu:d at his re-
fufal; as if he had doubted my honour. My
emotion did not efcape his notice, and this moft

open and generous man foon removed my appre-
~henfion, « Confefs (faid he) that you have faid
lefs concerning me than ufual in that letter,” I
 owned; d;::nt to fay much eof him, when
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from reftraint either with one or the other. Ir ynderly you
is as much for my own intereft as for your’s that jour molt
I urge thefe reafons, Do not you perceive that y Eloila !'(
you are already, with good reafon, apprehenfive ;’ will you
of the indelicacy of praifing me to my facei Why gyou never
will you deprive yourlelf of the pleafure of ac- 1
quainting your friend how tenderly you love 11 behaves
your hufband, and me of the fatisfaction of fup- Ine above
pofing, that, in your moft private intercourfes, ¥ (erve it .

you take delight in fpeaking well of me! Eloifa! i
Eloifa! (he added, preffing my hand, and look- i
ing at me with tendernefs) why will you demean :
yourfelf, by taking precautions fo unworthy of 1
you, and will you never learn to makea true |
eftimate of your own worth |

My dear friend, it is impofible to tell you -
how this incomparable man behaves to me: Ino |

longer blufh in his prefence. Spite of my frail- my feet ,
ty, he lifts me above myfclf, and, by dint of - joml
repofing confidence in me, teaches me to de- |

ferve it.

- ——
=i

LETTER CXXVIIL

THE ANSWER.

TmpossiBLE! our traveller returned, and have I
not yet feen him at my feet, loaded with the fpoils
of America? _But it is not him, I affure you,
whom I accufe of this delay ; for Iam fenfible it

GoTgle
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nnwmhmmmmc but I find that he
has not fo theroughly forgotten his former flateof
~ fervility as you pretend, and I complain lefs of
his neglect, than of your tyranny. Itis very
extraordinary in you, indeed, to defire fuch a
prude as 1 am to make the firft advances, and run
to falute a fwarthy pock-fretten face, which has
palled four times under the line, But you make
me fmile to fee you in fuch hafte to (cold, for fear
I thould begin firft. I fhould be glad to know
what pretence you have to make fuch an at-
tempt? Quarrclling is my talént. I take plea-
fure in it, I acquit myfelf to a miracle, and it be-
comes me 3 but you, my dear coufin, are a mere

novice at this work. If you did but know how

graceful you appear in the at of confeffion, how
lovely you look with a fupplicating eye, and an
air of confufion, inftead of feolding, you would
fpend your days in afking pardon, were it only
‘out of coquetry,

For the prefent, you muft atk my pardon in
every refpe®. A fine proje& truly, to choofe a

hufband for a confidant, and a more obliging pre-

caution indeed for a friendfhip fo facred as our’s!
Thou faithlefs friend, and pufillanimous woman !
on whom'can you depend, if you miftruft your-

[elf and me! Can you, without offence toboth, -

Mnﬁﬂenng the facred tie under which you live;
fufpet your own inclinations and my mdulgcm:t.
I am amazed that the very idea of admihi&-gn
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62 ELOISA.

third perfon into the tittle-tattle fecrets of two
women did not difguft you? As for my part, 1
love to prattle with you at my cale, but if I
thought that the eye of man ever pryed into my
letters, I fhould no longer bave any pleafure in
correfponding with you; fuch a referve would
infenfibly introduce a coldnefs between us, and
we [hould have no more regard for each other
than two indifferent women. To what in-
conveniences your filly diftruft would have ex-
pafed us, if your hufband had not been wifer than
you, :
He afted very dilcreetly in not reading your
letter. Perhaps he would have been lefs fatisfied
with it than you imagine, and lefs than I am my=
felfy who am better capable of judging of your
prefent condition, by the ftate in which [ have
feen you formerly, - All thole contemplative
fages who have paficd their lives in the ftudy of
the human heart, are lefs acquainted with the real
{ymptoms of love than the moft fhallow woman,
if the has any fenfibility. M. Wolmar would
immediately have obferved, that our friend was
the fubject of your whole letter, and he would
not have feen the pofticript, in which you donot
once mention him. If you had written this poft-
feript ten years ago, my dear, 1 cannot tell how
you would have managed, but your friend would
certainly have been crowded into fome corner,
efpecially as there was no hafband to overlook it.
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M: Wolmar would have obferved further with
what attentian you examined s gueft, and the
‘pleafure you take in defcribing his perfon; but
he might devour Plato and Ariftotle, before he
would know that we /laok at a lover, but do not
examine him. All examination requires a degree
of indifference, which we never fecl when we bﬂ-
held the obje&t of our paffion.

In thort, he would imagine that all the altera-
tions you remark might have efcaped another,
~ and I, en the contrary, was afraid of finding that
they had efcaped you. However your gueft may
be altered from what he was, he would appear
the fame, if your affeClions were not altered,
You turn away your eyes whenever he looks at
you ; this is a very good fymptom., You rurn
‘them away, coufin? You do not now caft them
dewn €- Surely you have not miftaken one word
for another. Do you think that our phllﬂfﬂphar

weuld have perceived this diftinction ?

There is another circumftance very likely to
difturb a hufband ; it is a kind of tendernefs and
affetion which {till remains in your ftyle, when
you fpeak of the objedt who was once fo dear to
you. One who reads your letters, or hears you
fpeak, ought to be well acquainted with you, not
to be miftaken with regard to your fentiments;
he ought to know that it is only a friend of whom
you are [peaking, or that you fpeak in the fame
manner of all your friends; but as to that, it is
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6% ELOISA.

the natural effe&t of your difpofition, with which
your hufband is too well acquainted to be alarm-
¢d, How is it poflible but that, in a mind of
fuch tendernefs, pure friendfhip will bear fome
refemblance to love? Pray obferve, my dear
coufin, that all I fay to you on this head ought to

infpire you with frefh courage: your condu&t is

difcreet, and that is a great deal; 1 ufed to truft
only to your virtue, but I begin now to rely on
your reafon ; I conlider your ‘cure at prefent,
though not perfeét, yet as ealy to be accom-
plifhed, and you have now made a fufficient pro-
grefs, to render you mexcufahle if you do not
complete it
Before 1 came to your poftfcript, I remarked
the paffage which you had the fincerity not te
fupprefs or alter, though cenfcious that it would
.be open to your hufband’s infpection. I am cer-
gai, that if he had read it, it would, if poffible,
have doubled his efteem for you ; neverthelefs it
would have given him no great pleafure. Upon
the whole, your letter was very well calculated
to make him place an entire confidence in your

conducly but at the fame time it tended to give -

him uneafinefs with refpect to your inclinations.
1 own, thofe marks of the fimall-pox, which you
view fo much, give mc fome apprehenfions ; love
never yet contrived a more dangerous difguife. —
I know that this would be of no confequence to
ll}, mfi b\lthlﬁ'ﬁ)'ﬁ Hmﬂ'mhﬁ Ehlﬁl, that
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{he whe was not to be feduced by the youth and
fine figure of her lover, was loft when fhe re-
fleted on the fufferings he had endured for her,—
Providence, no doubt, intended that he thould re-
tain the marks of that diftemper, to exercife your
virtue, and that you fhould be freed from them,
in order to put his to the proof.

I come now to the principal fubje& of your let-

ter; you know that on the receipt of our friend’s,

I flew to you immcdiately ; it was a matter of im-
portance, But at prefent, if you knew in what

difficulties that fhort abfence has involved me,
and how many things I have to do at once, you
would be fenfible how impoflible it is for me to

* leave my houfe again, without expofing myfelf

to freth inconveniences, and putting M}Fftlf under

a neceflity of pafling the winter here again, which

is neither for your intereft or mine. Is it not bet-

ter to deprive ourfelves of the pleafures of a hafty
interview of two or three days, that we may be
together for fix months ! I imagine, likewife,
that it would not be improper for me to have a
little particular and private converfation with our’
philofopher ; partly to found his inclinations and
confirm his mind ; partly to give him fome ufeful
advice with regard to the conduct he fhould ob-
ferve towards your hufband, and cven towards
you; for I do not fuppofe that you can talk to him
with freedoom on that fubje&, and I can per=
ecive, ¢ven from your letter, that he has need of
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66 ELOISA..

counfel. We have been {o long ufed to govers -

him, that we are in confcience refponfible for his
behaviour ; and till he has regained the fiee ufe
of his reafon, we muft (upply the deficiency. For
my own part, it is a charge 1 {hall always under=
take with pleafure; for e has paid fuch defer-
ence to my advice as I fhall never forget ; and
fince my hufband is no more, there is not a man
in the world whom I efteem and love fo much as
himfelf, I have likewile referved for him the

pleafure of doing me fome little fervices here. I

have a great many papers in confufion, which
he will help me to regulate, and I have fome
troublefome affairsin hand, in which 1 fhall have

occafion for his diligence and underftanding. As

to the reft, I do not propofe to detain him above

five or fix days at moft, and perhaps 1 may fend .

him to you the next day., For I have too much

vanity to wait till he is feized with impatience to.
return, and I have too much difcernment to be de=

ceived in that cafe,

Do not fail, therefore, as foon as he is rem‘v_er-p-.

ed, tofend him to me ; chat is, to let him come,
or I fhall give over all raillery, You know very
well, that if I laugh whil@t I cry; and yet am not
the lefs in affliction, {o I laugh likewifc at the
fame time that I fcold, and yet am not the lefs in
a pafion, If you are difcreet, and do things with
a good grace, I promife you that I will fend him
back to you with a pretty little prefent, which
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than ufual, without knowing why : andall that I
know for certain is, that I am more difpofed to
cenfure than to applaud my referve. -

But can you guefs what induced our friend to
ftay here fo paticntly ?  Firft, he had the pleafure
of my company, and I prefume that circumftance
alone was fufficient to make him patient. Then
he faved me a great deal of confufion, and was of
fervice to me in my bufinefs; a friend is never
tired of fuch offices. A third reafon, which you

have probably conje&tured, though you pretend:

not to know it, is, that he talked to me about
you ; and if we fubtra& the time employed in
this converfation from the whole time which he
has paffed here, you will find that there is very
little remaining to be placed to my account. But
what an odd whim to leave you, in order to have
the pleafure of talking of you! Not fo odd as
may be imagined. He is under conftraint in your
company ; he muft be continually upon his guards
the leaft indifcretion would become a crime, and
in thofe dangerous moments, minds endued with
fentiments of honour never fail to recolleé their
duty ; but when we are remote from the objet of
- our affeCtions, we may .indulge ourfelves with
feafling our imaginations. If we fliflc an idea
when it becomes criminal, why fhould we re-
proach ourfelves for having entertained it when
it was not fo?——Can the plealing recollec-
_ tion of innocent pleafuresever be acrime £ This,
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| | ELOTSA. )
I imagine, is a way of reafoning, which you will
notacquiefcein, but which, neverthelefs, may be
admitted. He began, as I may fay, to run over
the whole courfe of his former affe&tions, The
days of his youth pafled over a fecond time in our
converfation. He renewed all his confidence in
me; he re-called the happy time, in which he was
-permitted to love you; he painted to my imagi-
nation all the charms of an innocent paffion——
Without doubt he embellifhed them! '
He faid little of his prefent condition with re-
gard to you, and what he mentioned rather de-
noted refpect and admiration, than love; fo that
I have the pleafure to think that he will return,
much morc confident as to the nature of his affec-
tions than when he came hither. Not but that,
when you are the fubjelt, one may perceive at the
bottom of that fufceptible mind a certain tender-
nefs, which friendfhip alonc, though not lefs af-
fecting, ftill exprefles in a d:fferent manner; but
I have long obferved, that it is impoflible to fee
you, or to think of you, with indifference ; and if
to-that general affetion which the fight of you
infpires, we add the more tender impreflion which
an indelible recolleétion muft have left upon his
mind, we fhall find that it is difficult, and almoft

impofiible, that, with the moft rigid virtue, he

‘fhould be otherwife than he is. - I have fully in-
terrogated him, carefully obferved him, and
watched him narrowly; I have examined him
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with the utmoft attention, I cannot read his in-
moft thoughts, nor do I believe them more in-
telligible to himfelf: but I can anfwer, at leaft,
that he is ftruck with a fenfe of his duty and of
yours, and that the idea of Eloifa abandoned and
contemptible, would be more horrid than his
own annihilation. My dear coufin, I have but

one piece of advice to give you, and I defire you.

to attend toit—avoid any detail concerning what
is pafled, and I will take upon me to anfwer for
the future,

With regard to the reftitution which you men-
tioned, you muft think no more of it, After

having exhaufted all the reafons I could fuggeft, -

I entreated him, prefled him, conjured him, but
in vain. I pouted, I even kiffed him, I took

hold of both jhis hands, and would have fallen

on my knees to him, if he would have fuffered

me ; but he would not fo much as hear me, He
carried the obftinacy of his humour fo far, as to
fwear that he would fooner confent never to fee
.you again, than part with your piCture. Atlaft,
ina fit of paffion, he made me feel it. It was next
his heart. < There (faid he, with a figh that al-
moft ftopped his breath), there is the picture, the
orly comfort I have left, and of which neverthe-
~lefs you would deprive me : be aflured that it
* fhall never be torn from me, but at the expence
-~ of my life.” Believe me, Eloifa, we had better
be difcreet, and-fuffer bim to keep the pifture,
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ELOISA., \ 71

Afterall, where is therimpartancei' His nhﬁinacyﬂ

will be his punithment.

After he had thoroughly unburdened and cafed
‘his mind, he appeared fo compoled, th,-u_: I ven-
‘tured to talk to him about his fitwation. I found
that neither time nor reafon had made any altera-
tion in his {y{tem, and that he confined his whole
ambition to the paffing his life in the fervice of
Lord B——. I could not but approve fuch ho-
nourable intentions, fo confiftent with his cha-
radker, and fo becoming that gratitude which is
due to fuch unexhaufted kindnefs. He told me
- that you were of the fame opinion ; but that M.
Wolmar was filent. A fudden thought ftrikes
me. .From your hufband’s fingular condudt, and
other {ymptoms, I fufpet that he has fome fecret
_ defign upon our friend, which he does not dif-
clofe. Let us leave him to himfelf, and truft to
his difcretion. The manner in which he be-
haves [ufficiently proves, that, if my conjefture
is right, he meditates nothing but what will be
for the advantage of the perfon about whom he
‘has taken fuch uncommon pains.

You gave a very juft defcription of his figure
and of his manners, which proves that you have
obfcrved him more attentively than I fhould have
imagined. But do not you find that his conti.
nued anxicties have rendered his countenance
more expreflive than it ufed to be? Notwith-
ftanding the account you gave me, I was afraid
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2 ‘ ELOISA.

to find him tinétured with that affeted polite-
nefs, thofe apith manners, which people feldomy
~ fail to contraét at Paris, and which, in the round
of trifles which employ an indolent day, are vain-
ly difplayed under different modes. W hether it
be that (ome minds are not fufceptible of this
poliih, or whether the fea air entirely effaced it,
I could not difcover in him the leaft marks of
affeftation ; and all the zeal he exprefled for me
feemed to flow entirely from the diclates of his
heart, He talked to me about my poor huf-

‘band ; but inftead of comforting me, he chole to .

join with me in bewailing him, and never ance
attempted to make any fine fpeeches on the fub-
je@. He careffed my daughter, but inftead of
admiring her as I do, he reproached me with
her failings, and; like you, complained that I
fpoiled her; he entered into my concerns with
great zeal, and was feldom of my opinion in any
refpe@. Moreover, the wind might have blown
my eyes out, before he would have thought of
drawing a curtain ; I might have been fatigued
to death in going from one room to anather, be-
fore he would have had gallantry enough to have:
firetched out his hand, covered with the fkirt f
his coat, to fapport me: my fan lay upon

ground yefterday for more than a fecond, and hi:
«did not fly from the bottom of the room, as if he
was going to fnatch it out of the fire. In the
- morning, before he came to vifit me, he never
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74 ELOISA.

For my part, I think him altered for the bétter,
becaufe he is more ferious than ever, My dear,
take great care of him till my arrival. He is juft
the man [ could with to havc the ple:fur: of
plaguing all day long.

Admire my difcretion; I have taken m:r notice
yet of the prefent I fent you, and which is'an
earnelt of another to come. But you have re-
ccived it before you opened my letter, and you
know how much, and with what reafon I idolize
it; you, whole avarice is fo anxious about this
prefent, you muft acknowledge that I have per-
formed more than I promifed. Ah! the dear
little creature”! While you are reading this, the
is already in your arms ; fhe is happier than her
mother ; but in two months time I fhall be hap-
pier than fhe, for I thall be more fenfible of my
felicity. Alas! dear coufin, do not you poflefs
me wholly already ? Where you and my daugh-
ter are, what part of me is wanting ! There fhe
is, the dear little infant; take her as your own ;
I give her up; I put her into your hands ; I con-
fign all maternal authority over to you ; corre&
my failings; take that charge upon yourfelfy of
which I acquitted myfelf {o little to your liking :
henceforward, be as a mother to her, who is one
day to be your daughter-in-law 5 and to render
her dearer to me ftill, make another Eloifa of her
if poflible. She is likc you in the face alrcady ;
as to her temper, I guels that the will be grave

Gougle

ous than
in [ could

ou, and
fe you

- olize it ;

yedge that I
/hile you
Jother ; but
jble of my
l’here you
car little

“ILcon [ign

e upon
vard , be as
render her
‘ou in the

=

-r-—-ri’lﬂ..-—-ﬂl .-.-'-



ELOLSA., 75

and thoughtful ; when you have correfted thofe

little caprices which I have been accufed of en-
couraging, you will find that my daughter will
give herfelf the airs of my coufin; but the will
be happicr than Eloila in baving lefs tears to fhed,
 and lefs ftruggles to encounter, Do you know
that fhe cannot be any longer without her lictle
M——, and that it is partly for thatreafon [ fend
her back? I had a converfation with her yef-
terday, which threw our friend into an immode-
rate fit of Jaughing. Firft, the leaves me without
the leaft regret; I, who am her humble fervant
all day long, and can deny her nothing the atks
for ; and you, of whom fhe is afraid; and who an-
fwer her No twenty times a day ; you, by way of
excellence, are her little mamma, whom fhe vifits
with pleafure, and whofe denials fhe likes better
than all my fine prefents: when I told her that I
was going to fend her to you, fthe was tranfport-
‘ed, as you may imagine; but to perplex her, I
told her that you in return was to fend me lietle
M—— in her ftead, and that was not agreeable
to her. She was quite at a nonplus, and atked
what I would do with him. I told her that I
would take him to myfelf: fhe began to pout.
“ Harriet (faid I) won’t you give up your little
M-—— to me?”—* No (faid fhe, fomewhat
coldly). “ No? But if T wen’t give him up
neither, whofhallfettle it betweenus #*—< Mam-
D2 >
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76 ELOISA.

ma, my little mamma fhall fettle it.”—* Then I
fhall have the preference, for you know fhe will
do whatever | defire.””—*“ Oh, but mamma will do
nothing but what is right!”—* And do you
think I fhould defire what’s wrong > The fly
little jade began to fmile.. ** Butafter all (I con-
tinued) for what reafon fhould fhe refufe to give
me little M——— ?” —¢ Becaufe he is not fit for
you.” —¢¢ And why is he not fit for me? (Ano-
ther arch {mile, as full of meaning as the former.)
T'ell me honeftly, is it not becaufe you think me
too old for him E”-—“ No, mamma, but he is too
young for you.” . . . , . This fmm a child
but feven years old.

I amufed myfelf wuh piquing her il further:
- My dear Harriet ((aid I, alluming a ferious
. air) L affure you that he is not fit for you neither.”
¢« Why fo?” (fhe cried, as if fhe had been fud-
dcn]jr alarmed. —* Becaufe he is too giddy for

—< Oh, mamma, is that all} I will make
I_'|;-m wife.”—¢ But if unfortunately he fhould
make you foolifh.”—* Then, mamma, I fhould
be-like you.”—¢ Like me, impertinence ?”——
¢ Y es,mamma, you arefaying all day that you are
foolithly fond of me.”—¢ Well, then, I will be
foolifhly fond of him, that is all.”

I know you don’t approve of this pretty prat-
tle, and that you will foon know how to check
it. Neither will I juftify it, though Iown it de-
Jights me; but I only mention ity to convince

Google

|
|
g
H

hce , for

i nothing

Y " The fly

in (hould

| why is he

. ) Tell me
he is too

[ I ,

| Why [0 ?
, too giddy
ut 1f

d be like
Iall day that
'\l of him,

|

know how
only



ELOISA. 77

you that my daughter is already in love with her
little M-——, and that if be is two ycars younger,
fhe is not unworthy of that authority which fhe
may claim by right of feniority, I perceive like-
wile, by oppoling your example and my own to
that of your poor mother’s, that where the wo-
man governs the houfe is not the worfe managed.
Farewell, my dear friend ; farewell, my conftant
companion | The time is approaching, and the
vintage fhall not be gathered without me.

-

= —————
LETTER CXXIX.

TO LORD B

L]

Waar pleafures, too late enjoyed (alas ! enjoyed
too late) have I talted thefe three weeks paft !
How delightful to pals one day in the bofom of
calm friendfhip, fecure from the tempefls of im-
petuous paffion I What a pleafing and affeiting
fcene, my lord, is a plain and well-regulated fa-

mily, where order, peace, and innocence reign

throughout ; where, without pomp or retinue,
every thing is aflembled which can contribute
to the real felicity of mankind! The country,
the retirement, the feafon, the vaft body of water
which opens to my view, the wild profpet of the
mountains, every thing confpires to recall to my
mind the delightful ifland of T'ipian. I flatter
D3 '
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8 ELOISA.

myfclf that the earneft prayers which T there fo
often repeated are now accomplifhed. 1 live
here agreeably to my tafte, and enjoy fociety
fuitable to my liking. I only want the company
of two perfons to complete my happinefs, and I
hope to fee them here foon.

In the mean time, till you and Mrs, Orbe

come to perfeft thofe charming and innocent
plealures which [ begin to relith here, I will en-
deavour, by way of detail, to give you an idea of
that domeftic economy which proclaims the hap-
pinefs of the mafter and miftrefs, and communi-
cates their felicity to every one under their roof.
I hope that my reflections may one day be of ufe
to you, with refpe& to the proje you have in
view, and this hope encourages me to purfue
them. _
* Ineed not give you a defcription of Clarens
houfe. You know it. You can tell how de-
hightful it is; what 'intereﬁing recolle@tions it
prefents to my mind ; you can judge how dear it
muft be to me, both on account of the prefent
fcenes it exhibits, and of thofe which it recals to
my mind. Mrs. Wolmar, with good reafon,
prefers this abode to that of Etange, a fuperb and
magnificent caftle, but old, inconvenient, and
gloomy, its fituation being far inferior to the
country round Clarens.

Since Mr. and Mrs. Wolmar have fixed their
refidence here, they have converted to ufe every
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ELOISA, - 76

thing which ferved only for ornament : it is no
longer a houfe for fhow, but for convenience.
‘I'hey have fhut up a long range of rooms, to
alter the inconvenient fituation of the doors;
they have cut off others that were over-fizzd,
that the apaitmenis might be better diftributed.
Inftead of rich and antique furniture, they have
fubftituted what is neat and convenient. Every
thing here is pleafant and agreeable ; every thing
breathes an air of plenty and propriety, without
any appearance of pomp and luxury. Thereis
not a fingle room, in which you do not imme-
diately recolle& that you are in the country, but
in which, neverthelels, you will find all the con-
veniences you meet with in town. The fame
alterations are obfervable without doors. The
yard has been enlarged at the expence of the
coach-houfes. Inftead of an old tattered bil-
liard-table, they have made a fine prefs, and the
fpot which ufed to be filled with fcreaming pea-
cocks, which they have parted with, is converted
into a dairy. The kitchen-garden was too fmall
for the kitchen; they have made another out of
a flower-garden, but fo convenient, and fo well
laid out, that the fpot, thus transformed, looks
more agreeable to the eye than before. Inftead
of the mournful yews which covered the wall,
they have planted good fruit-trees. In the room
of the ufelefs Indian black-berry, finc young mul-
Dga 3 sl
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8o ELOISA,

berry-trees now begin to fhade the yard, and
they have planted two rows of walnut-trees quite
to the road, in the place of fome old linden-trees
which bordered the avenue. They have through-
out fubftituted the ufeful in the room of the
agreeable,and yet the agreeable has gained by the
alteration. For my own part, at leaft, I think
that the noifes in the yard, fuch as the crowing
of the cocks, the lowing of the cattle, the harnefs

of the carts, the rural repafts, the return of the

hufbandmen, and all the train of ruftic economy,
give'the houfe a more lively, animated, and gay
appcarance, than it had in its former ftate of
mournful dignity,

Their eftate is not out upon leafe, but they
are their own farmers, and the cultivation of it
employs a great deal of their time, and makes a

great part both of their pleafure and profit. The -

manor of Etange is nothing but meadow, pafture,
and wood : but the produce of Clarens confifts
of vineyards, which are confiderable objecs, and
in which the difference of culture produces more
fenfible effets than in corn; which is a further
reafon why, in peint of economy; they fhould
prefer the latter as a place of refidence.  Never-

thelefs, they generally go-to Etange every year
" at harveflt-time, and M. Wolmar vifits it fre-

quently. It is a maxim with them, te cultivate
their Jands to the utmoft they will produce, nat

- for the fake of extraardinary profit, but as the
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ELGISA. : 81

means of employing more hands. M. “Wolmar
maintainagthat the produce of the earthis in pro-
portion to the number of bands employed ; the
better it is tilled, the more it yields; and the
furplus of its produce furnithes the means of cul-
tivating it fill further; the more it is ftocked
with men and cattle, the greater abundance it
yields for their fupport. No one can tell, (ays
he, where this continual and reciprocal increale
of produce and of labour may end. ~ On the con-
trary, land neglefted lofes its fertility, the fewer
men a country produces, the lefs provifion it fur-
nifhes, the fcarcity of inhabitants is the reafon
why it is infufficient to maintain the few it has,
and in every countty which tends to depopu-
lation, the people will fooner or later die of fae
mine. '

Therefore, having a great deal of land, which

they cultivate with the utmoft induftry, they re-

quire, befides the fervants in the yard, a great
number of day-labourers, which procures them
the plealure of maintaining a great number of
people without any inconvenience to themfelves.
In the choice of their labourers, they always pre-
fer their neighbours, and thofe of the fame place,
to ftrangers and foreigners. Though by this
means they may fometimes be lofers in not choof-
ing the moft robuft, yet this lofs is foon made up
by the affeCtion which this preference infpires
. Ds
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mn thofe whom they choole, by the advantage
licewife of having them always abgut them,
and of being able to depend on them at all times,
though they keep them in pay but part of the
year. ; .

They always make two prices with thefe la-
bourers. One isa ftri& payment of right, the
current price of the country, which they engage
to pay them when they hire them.  The other,

which is moee liberal, is a payment of genero- -

fity ; it is beftowed only as they are found to de-
ferve it, and it feldom happens that they do not
earn the furplus; for M. Wolmar is juft and
ftri&k, and never fuffers inftitutions of grace and

favour to degenerate into cuftom and abufe.

‘Over thefe labourers there are overieers, who

watch and encourage them. Thefe overleers

work along with the reft ; and are interefted in

their labour, by a little augmentation which is
made to their wages from every advantage that
is reaped from their induftry.  Befides, M. Wol-
mar vifits them almoft every day himfelf, fome-
times often in a day, and his wife loves to take
thele walks with him. In times of extraordi-
nary bufinefs, Elcifa every week beftows fome
little gratifications to fuch of the labourers, or
other fervants, as, in the judgment of their maf-
ter, have been moft induftrious for ‘the paft
week, All thefe means of promoting emulation,
though feemingly expenfive, when ufed with
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juftice and difcretion, infenfibly make people la-
borious and diligent; and in the end bring i

more th;lfl is difburfed ; but, as they turn to no _

profit, but by time and perfeverance, few people
know any thing of them, or are willing to make
ufe of them.

But the moft effeftual methad of all, which is
peeuliar to Mrs, Wolmar, and which they who
are bent on economy feldom think of, is that of
gaining the hearts of thofe good people, by mak-
ing them the objefts of her affe@ion. ‘She does
not think it fufficient to reward their induftry, by
giving them money, but fhe thinks herfelf bound
to do further fervices to thofe who have contri-
buted to hers. Labourers, domeftics, all who
ferve her, if it be but for a day, become her chil-
dren ; fhe takes part in their pleafures, their cares,
and their fortune; fhe inquires into their affairs’;
and makes their intereft her own ; fhe engages
in a thoufand concerns for them, fhe gives them
her advice, fhe compofes their differences, and
does not fhow the aﬂah:l:ty of her difpofition in
fmooth and fruitlefs fpceches, but in real fervices,
and continual acls of benevolence. They, on
~ their parts, leave every thing, to ferve her, on the
leaft motion. They fly when fhe f'peaks to them ;
her look alone animates their zeal; in her pre-
fence they are contented ; in her abfence they
talk of ]'lat:r:Ir and ar¢ cager to be Emp]ey!:d Hdr

, D é .
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84 ELOISA.

charms, and her manner of converfing, do a great
deal, but her gentlenefs and her virtues more.
Ah! my lord, what a powerful and adorable em-
pire is that of benevolent beauty ! -
With refpeit to their perfonal attendants, they
- bave within doors eight fervants, three women and
five men, without reckoning the Baron’s valet-
de-chambre, or the fervants in the out-houfes.—
It feldom happens that people who have but few
fervants arc ill ferved ; but from the uncommon
zeal of thefe fervants, one would conclude that
each thought himfelf charged with the bufinefs of
the other {even, and from the harmony %Bmong
them, one would imagioe that the whole bufinefs
was done by one man., You never [ee them in
the out-houfes idle and unemployed, or playing
in the court-yard, but always about fome ufeful
employment ; they affilt in the yard, in the cel-
Jar, and in the kitchen, The gardener has no-
body under him but them, and what is moft agree-
able, you [ee them do all this cheerfully, and wit
pleafure, '
They take them young, in order to form them
to their minds. They do not follow the maxim
here, which prevails at Paris and London, of
choofing domeitics ready formed, that is to fay,
complete rafcals, runncrs- of quality, who, in
every family they go through, catch the failings
both of mafter and man,and make a trade of fery-
_ing every body, without being attached to any
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one. There can be neither honefty, fidelity, or
zeal, among fuch fellows, and this colleltion of
rabble ferves to ruin the mafters, and corrupt the
children, in all wealthy families, Iere, the
choice of domeftics is confidered as an article of
importance. T'hey do not regard them merely
as mercenaries, from whom they only require a
ftipulated fervice, tut as members of a family,
which; thould they be ill chofen, might be ruined
by that means, The firft thing they require of
them is to be honeft, the next is to love their maf-
ter, and the third to ferve him to his liking ; but
where a mafter is reafonable, and a fervant intel-
ligent, the third is the confequence of the two
firft. - Therefore they do not take them from
town, but from the country. This is the firft
place they live in, and it will alluredly be the laft
if they are good for any thing. They take them
out of fome numerous family overftocked with
children, whofe parents come to offer them of

their own accord. They choofe them young,

well made, bealthy, and of a pleaflant counte-
nance, M. Wolmar dnterrogates and examines
them, and then prefents them to his wife. If
they prove agreeable to both, they are received
at firft upon trial, afterwards they are admitted
among the number of fervants, or more properly
the children of the family, and they employ fome
days in teaching them their duty with a great
deal of care and patience, The fervice is fo fim~
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pley fo equal and uniform, the maller and miflefs
are fo little fubjelt to whims and caprice, and
the fervants fo foon conceive an affetion for
them, that their bulinefs is foon lcarnt. Their
condition is agreeable; they find conveniences
which they had not at home ; but they are not
fuffered to be enervated by idlenels, the parent
of vice. 'They donot allow them to become
gentlemen, and to grow proud in their fervice.
T'hey continue to work as they did with their

own family ; in fact, they do but change their

father and mother,and get more wealthy parcnts.
They do not, therefore, hold their old ruftic em-

ployments in contempt. W henever they -leave

this place, there is not one of them who had not
rather turn peafant, than take any other employ-
ment. In fhort, I never faw a family, where
every one acquits himfelf fo well in his fervice,
and thinks fo little of the trouble of fervitude.
Thus; by training up their fervants thems
felves, in this difcreet manner, they guard againft
the objection which is fo very trifling, and fo fre-
quently made, viz. I fhall only bring them ap
for the fervice of others.” Train them proper-

ly, one might anfwer, and they will never ferve

any one clfe. If; in bringing them up, you fole-

ly regard your own benefit, they have a right to

confult their own intereft in quitting you ; but

if you fcem to confider their advantage, they will -

remain conftantly attached to you. It is the in.
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tention alone which - conftitutes the obligation,
and he whe is indire&tly benefited by an act of
kindnefs, wherein I meant to ferve myfelf only,
owes me no obligation whatever,

As a double preventive againft this inconve-
nience; Mr. and Mrs. Wolmar take another me-
thod, which appears to me extremely prudent.
At the firft cftablifhment of their houfehold, they
calculated what number of fervants their fortune
would allow them to keep, and they found it to
amount to fifteen or fixteen ; in order to be bet-
ter ferved, they made a reduClion of half that
number ; fo that, with lefs retinue, their fervice
is more exallly attended. To be more effeltual-
ly ferved ftill, they have made it the intereft of
their fervants to continue with them a long time.
When a domeftic firft enters into their fervice,
he receives the common wages ; but thofe wages
are augmented every year by a twentieth part;
fo that, at the end of twenty years, they will be
more than doubled, and the charge of keeping
thefe fervants will be nearly the fame, in propor-
tion to the mafter’s circumftances. But thereis
no need of being a deép algebraift to difcover that
the expence of this augmentation is more in ap-
pearance than reality ; that there will be but few
to whom double wages will be paid, and that if
they were paid to all the fervants, yet the benefit
of having been well ferved for twenty years paft,
would more than compenfate the extraordinary
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expence. You.perceive, my lord, that this'is 2
certain expedient of making fervants grow conti-
nually more and more careful, and of attaching
them to you, by attaching yourfelfto them. There
is not only prudence, but juftice, in fuch a provi-
fion. Isit reafonable that a new-comer, who has
no affetion for you, and who is perhaps an unwor-
thy object, thould receive the fame falary, at his

firft entrance into the family, as an old fervant,

whofe zeal and fidelity have been tried in a long
courfe of fervices, and who, befides, being grown
in years, draws necar the time when he will be
incapable of providing for himfelf? "The latter
reafon, however, muft not be brought into the
account, and you may eafily imagine that fuch a
_ benevolent mafter and miftre(s do not fail tadif=
«charge that duty, which many, who are devoid of
charity, fulfil out,of oftentation; and you may
" fuppole that they do not abandon thofe whole in-
firmities or old age render them incapable of fer-
vice. .
I can give you a very ftriking inftance of their
attention to this duty. The Baron d’Etange,
. being defirous to recompente the long fervices of
his valet-de-chambre, by procuring him an ho-
- mourable retreat, had the intereft to procure for
him the L. 5. E. E. an ealy and lucrative poft.
Eloifa has juft now received a moft affeéting let-
ter from this old fervant, in which he entreats
- her to get him excufed from accepting this em-
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ployment, * [ am in years (fays he): 1 have loft
all my family; I have no relations but my mafter
and his family; all my hope is to end my days
quietly in the houfe where 1 have palled the
greateft part of them. Often, dear madam, as I
have held you in my arms when but an infant, 1
prayed to Heaven that T might one day hold your
little ones in the fame manner, My prayers
have been heard; co not deny me the happinefs
of feeing them grow and profper like you: I,
who have been accuftomed to a quiet family,
where fhall 1 find fuch another place of reft in
my old age! Be fo kind to write to the Baron
in my behalf. Ifhe isdiffatisfied with me, let

him turn me off, and give me no employment ; -

but if I have ferved him faithfully for thefe forty
years palt, let him allow me to end my days in
his fervice and yuurn—-he cannot reward me bet-
ter.” It is needlefs to inquire whether Eloifa
wrote to the Baron or not. I perceive that the
would be as unwilling to part with this good
man, as he would be to leave her, Am I wrong,
my lord, when I compare a mafter and miftre(s,
thus beloved, to
to obedient children? You find that they confi-
der themlelves in this hght

There is not a fingle inftance in this family of
a fervant’s giving warning. It is even very fel-
dom thit they are threatened with a difmiflion,
A menace of this kind alarms them in proportion
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as their fervice is pleafant and agreeable. The
beft fubjelts are always the foonelt alarmed, and
there is never any occalion to come to extremi-
~ ties but with fuch as are not worth regretting.—

They have likewife a rule in this refpeét. When

M. Wolmar fays I difcharge you, they may then
implore Mrs, Wolmar to intercede for them, and
through her interceflion may be reftored ; but if
fhe gives them warning, it is irrevocable, and

they have no favour to expeét. T his agreement -

between them is very well calculated both to mo-
derate the extreme confidence which her gentle-
nefs might beget in them, and the violent appre-
henfions they might conceive from his inflexi-
bility. Such a2 warning, neverthelefs, is excef-

fively dreaded from ajuft and difpaflionate mafter; -

for befides that they are not certain of obtaining
favour, and that the fame perfonis never pardoned
twice, they forfeit the right which they acquire
from their long fervice, by having had warning
given, and when they are reftored, they begin a
new fervice as it were. This prevents the old
fervants from growing infolent, and makes them
more circumlpeét, in proportion as they have
more to lofe. -

The three maid-fervants are the chambermaid,
the governefs, and the cook. The latter is a
country girl, very proper and well qualified for
the place, whom Mrs. Wolmar bas inftrutted in
cookery: forin this country, which is as yet'in
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fome meafure in a flate of fimplicity, young la-
dies learn to do that bufinefs themielves, that
when they keep houfe, they may be ahle to direct
their fervants; and confequently are lefs liable to
be impofed upon by them. B—— is no longer
the chamber-maid ; they have fent her back to
Etange, where the was born; they have again
intrufted her with the care of the caftle, and the
fuperintendance of the receipts, which makes her
in fome degree comptroller of the houfehold.—
M. Wolmar entreated his wife to make this re-
gulation ; but it was a long time bzfore fhe could
refolve to part with an old fervant of her mo-
ther’s, though fhe had more than one reafon to
be difpleafed with her. But after their laft con-
ference, fhe gave her confent and B is gone,
The girl is handy and honeft, but babbling and
indifcreet. I fufpe& that fhe has, more than
once, betrayed the fecrets of her miftrefs, that M.
Woolmar is fenfible of it, and to prevent her being
guilty of the fame indifcretion with refpet to a
firanger, he has prudently taken this method to
avail himlelf of her good qualities, without run-
ning any hazard from her failings. She who is
taken in her room, is that Fanny of whom you
have often heard me fpeak with {o much pleafure.
Notwithftanding Eloifa’s predi&ion, her favours,
her father’s kindnels, and yours, this deferving
and difcreet woman has not been happy in her
connexions Claude Annety who endured adver-
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fity fo bravely, could not fupport 2 more proiper-
ous ftate. When he found himfelf at eale, he
neglefted his bufinefs, and his affairs being quite
embarraficd, he fled the country, leaving his wife
with an infant, whom fhe has fince loft.  Eloifa
having taken her home, inftructed her in the bu-
finefs of a chamber-maid, and I was never more
agreeably furprifed than to find her fettled in her
employment the firft day of my arrival, M. Wol-
mar pays great regard to her, and they have
both intrufted her with the charge of fuperintend-
ing their children, and of having an eye likewife
ever their governels, who isa fimple credulous
country lafs, butattentive, patient, and tradtable ;
fo that, in fhort, they have omitted no precaution
to prevent the vices of the town from creeping
into a family, where the mafter and miftrefs are
ftrangers to them, and will not fuffer them under
their roof, : |

Though there is but one table among all the
fervants, yet there is but little communication be-
tween the men and women, and this they confi-
der as a point of great importance. M. Wolmar
is not of the fame opinion with thofe mafters who
are indifferent to every thing which does not im.-
mediately concern their interefts, and who only
defire to be well ferved, without troubling theme
- felves about what their fervants do befides. He
thinks, on the contrary, that they who regard no.
thing but their own fervice cannot be well ferveds
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Too clofe a connexion between the two fexes
frequently occafions mifchief. The diforders of
moft families arife from the rendezvous which are
held in the chambermaid’s apartment. If there
is one whom the fleward happens to be fond of,
he does not fail to feduce her at the expence of
his mafter. A good underftanding among the
men or among the women is not alone fufficient-
ly firm to produce any material confequences.—
But it is always between the men and thé women
that thofe fecret monopolies are eftablifhed, which
in the end ruined the moft wealthy families.—
They pay a particular attention, therefore, to
the difcretion and modefty of the women, not
only from principles of honefty and morality, but
from well judged motives of intereft. For, what-
ever fome may pretend, no one who does not
love his duty can difcharge it as he ought; and
none ever loved their duty who were devoid of
honour.

They do not, to prevent any dangerous inti-
macy between the two fexes, reftrain them by
pofitive rules, which they might be tempted to
violate in fecret, but without any feeming inten-
tion, they eftablith good cuftoms, which are more
powerful than authority itfelf. They do not for-
bid any intercourfe between them, but it is con-
trived in fuch a manner that they have no occa-
fion or inclination to fee cach other, This is ef-

fe€tuated by making their bufinefs, their habits,
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their taftes, and their pleafures, entirely differ-
ent. To maintain the admirable order which
they have eftablifhed, they are fenfible that in 2
well regulated family there fhould be as little
correfpondence as pollible between the two fexes.
They whe would accufe their mafter of caprice,
was he to enforce fuch a rule by way of injunc-
tion, fubmit, without regret, toa manner of life
which is not pofitively prefcribed to them, but
which they themfelves conceive to be the beft
and moft natural, Eloifa infifts that it muft be
{fo in fa&t ; the maintains that neither'love nor

conjugal union is the refult of a continual com-

merce betwween the fexes, In her opinion, huf-
“band and wife were defigned to live together, but
not to live in the fame manner. They ought toa&
in concert, but not to do the fame things. The
kind of life, fays the, which would delight theone
“would be infupportable to the other ; the inclina-
tions which nature has given them are as differ-
ent as the occupations fhe has affigned them :
they differ in their amufements as much as in
their duties. In a word, each contributes to
the common good by different ways, -and the
proper diftribution of their fcveral cares and em-
ployments is the ftrongeft tie that cements their
union, | '
 Formy own part; I confefs that my oblerva-
tions are much in favour of this maxim. In faét,

is+it notthe general practice, except among the
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French, and thofe who imitate them, for the men
and women to live feparately ? If they fee each
other, it is rather by fhort interviews, and as it
were by ftealth, as the Spartans vifited their
wives, than by an indifcrect and conftant intcr-
courfe, fufficient to confound and deftroy the
wileft bounds of diftinCtion which nature has fet
between them. We do not, even among the
favages, fee men and women intermingle indif-
criminately. In the evening, the family meet
together ; every one pafies ¢the night with his
wifc; when the day begins, they feparate again,
and the two fexes enjoy nothing in common, but
their meals at moft. This is the order which,

. from its univerfality, appears to be moft natural,

and even in thofe countries where it is perverted,
we may perceive fome veftiges of it remaining,
In France, where the men have fubmitted to

live after the fafthion of the women, and to be

continually fhut up in a2 room with them, you
may perceive, from their involuntary mations,
that they are under confinement. While the la-
dies fit quietly, or loll upon their couch, you may
perceive the men get up, go, come, and {it down
again, perpetually reftlefs, as if a kind of mecha-
nical inftin& continually counteraéled the re-

ftraint they {uffered, and prompted them, in their

own delpite, to that altive and laborious life for
which nature intended them. They are the only
people in the world where the men flard at the
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theatre, as if they went into the pit to relieve
themfelves of the fatigue of having been fitting

all day in a dining-room. In fhort they are fo

fenfible of the irkfomenefs of this effeminate and
fedentary indolence, that in order to chequer it
with fome degree of adlivity at lcaft, they yield
their places at home to ftrangers, and go to
other men’s wives, in order to alleviate their dif-
guft ! .

The example of Mrs., Wolmar’s family contri-
butes greatly to fupport the maxim fhe eftablifhes.
—Every one, as
proper fex, the women there live in a great mea-
fure apart from the men. Inorder to prevent any
fufpicious connexions between them, her great
fecret is tokeep both one and the other conftantly
employed, for their occupations are fo different,
that nothing but idlenefs can bring them toge-
‘ther. In the morning each apply to their proper
bufinefs, and no one is at leilure to interrupt the

other, After dinner, the men are employed in

the garden, the yard, or in fome othes rural occu-

pation: the women are bufy in the nurfery till

the hour comes at which they take a walk with
~ the children, and fometimes indeed with the mif~

~ trefs, which is very agreeable to them, as it is the
- only time in which they take the air. The men,
being fufficiently tired with their day’s work,

%ave feldom any inclination to walk, ind there-

fore reft themfelves within deors.
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- Every Sunday, after evening fervice, the wo-
men meet again in the nurfery, with fome friend
or relation, whom they invite in their turns by
-Mrs. Wolmar’s confent. There they have a lit-
tle collation prepared for them by Eloifa’s direc-
tion; and fhe permits them tochat, {ing, run, or
play at fome little game of fkill, fit to pleafe chil-
dren, and {uch as they may bear a part in them-
felves. The entertainment is compofed of {ylla~
bubs, cream, and different kinds of cakes, with
fuch other little viands as fuit the tafte of women
and children. Wine is almoft excluded; and
" the men, who are rarely admitted of this little fe-

male party, never are prefent at this collation,’

which Eloifa feldom mifles, I am the only man
who has obtained this privilege. Laft Sunday,
with great importunity, I got leave to attend her
there. She took great pains to make me confider
it as a very fingular favour, She told me aloud
that the granted it for that once only, and that
fhe had even refufed M. Wolmar himfelf. You
may imagine whether this difficulty of admiffion
docs not Aatter female vanity a little, and whether
a footman would be a welcome vifitor where his
mafter is excluded.

[ made a moft delicious repaft with them.—
Where will you find fuch cream-cakes as we have
here? Imagine what they muft be, made in a
dairy where Eloifa prefides, and eaten in her com-

¥You. III. E |
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pﬁn}r. Fanny prefented me with {fome cream; |

fome feed-cake, and other little comfits. ~ All
was gone in an inftant, Eloifa fmiled at my ap-
petite. 1 find (faid fhe, giving me another
plate of cream) that your appetite does you cre-
dit every where, and that you make as good a fi-
gure among a club of females, as you do among
the Valaifans.,”—* But I do not (an{wered 1)
make the repaft with more impunity; the one
may be attended with intoxication as well as the

other ; and reafon may be as much diftrafted ina .

nurlery as in a winecellar.” She caft her eyes
down without making any reply, blufhed, and
began to play with her children. This was
enough to fting me with remorfe. This, my lord,
was the firft indifcretion, and I hope it will be the
latt.

There was a certain air of primitive fimplicity
in this affembly, which affeCted me very fenfibly.
I perceived the fame cheerfulne(s in every coun-
tenance, and perhaps more opennefs than if there
had been men in company. The familiarity
which was oblervable between the miftrefs and
her fervants, being founded on fincere attach-
ment and confidence, only ferved to cftablifh re-
{peé and authority ; and the fervices rendered and
received appeared like (o many teftimonies of re-
ciprocal friendfhip. There was nothing, even
to the very choice of the collation, but what con-
tributed to make this affembly engaging. Milk
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and fugar are naturally adapted to the tafte of the
fair-fex, and may be deemed the (ymbols of inno-
cence and {weetne(s, which are their moft be-
coming ornaments. Men, on the contrary, are
fond of high flavours,-and ftrong liquors; a kind
of nourifbment more {uitable to the altive and

Iaborious life for which nature has defigned them; -

and when thele different taftes come to be blend-
ed, it is an infallible fign that the diftinétion 'be-
tween the two fexes is inordinately confounded.
In fa&, I have obferved that, in France, where
the women conftantly intermix with the men;
they have entirely loft their relifh for milk meats,
and the men have in fome meafure loft their tafte
for wine; and,in England, where the two fexes
are better diftinguifhed, the proper tafte of each
is better preferved.  In general I am of opinion
that you may very often form fome judgment of
people’s difpofition, from their choice of food.—
The Ttalians, who live a great deal on vegetables,
are foft and effeminate. You Englithmen, who
are preat eaters of meat, have fomething harfh in
your rigid virtue, and which favours of barbarifm,
The Swifs, who is naturally of a calm, gentlé,
and cold eonftitution, but hot and violent when
in a paffien, is fond both of one and the other, and
drinks milk and wine indiferiminately. The
Frenchman, who is pliant and changeable, lives
upon all kinds of ﬁmzj and conforms himfelf to
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every tafte. ' Eloifa herfelf, may ferve as an in-
ftance : for though fhe makes her meals with a
keen appetite, yet f(he docs not love meat, ra-
gouts, or falt, and never yet tafted wine by itfelf,

Some excellent roots, eggs, cream, and fruit,

compole her ordinary diet, and was it not for fith,
of which fhe is likewife very fond, fhe would be
a perfeét Pythagorean.

To keep the women in order would fignify no-
thing, if the men were not likewife under proper
regulations ; and this branch of domeftic econo-
my, which is not of lefs importance, is {lill more
difficult ; for the attack is generally more lively
than the defence : the guardian of human nature
intended it fo. Inthe common wealth, Citizens
are kept in order by principles of morality and
virtuc: but how are wec to keep fervants and

“mercenaries under proper regulatiens, otherwife
than by force and reftraint? Thhe art of a mafter
confifts in difguifing this reftraint under the veil
of pleafure and intereft, that what they are obliged
to do may feem the refulc of their own inclination.
Sunday being a day of idlenefs, and fervants hav-
ing a right of going where they pleafe, when bu-
fincfs does not require their duty at home, that one
day often deftroys allthe good examples and leflons
oi the other fix. 'The habit of frequenting public
houfes, the converfe and maxims of their com-

- rades, the company of loofe women, foon render

them unferviceable to their mafters, and unprofit-
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able to themlelves ; and by teaching them a thou-
fand vices, make them unfit for f:rﬂtu&t., and un-
worthy of liberty.

To remedy this inconvenience, they endea-

vour to keep them at home by the fame motives
which induce them to goabroad. Why do they
go abroad ? Te drink and play at a public-
houfe, They drink and play at home. All the
difference is, that the wine cofts them nothing,
that they do not get drunk, and that there are
fome winners at play without any lofers. The
following is the method taken for this purpofe.
Behind the houfe is a fhady walk, where they
have fixed the lifts. There, in the fummer time,
the livery fervants and the menin the yard meet
every Sunday, after fermon time, to play in little
detached parties, not formoney, for it is not al-

lowed, nor for wine, which is given them; but

for a prize, furnifthed by their mafter’s genero-
fity, which is generally fome piece of goods or ap-
parel fit for their ufe.. The number of games in
proportion to the value of the prize, {o that when
the prize is fomewhat confiderable, as a pair of
filver buckles, a neckcloth, a pair of filk ftock-
ings, @ fine hat, or any thing of that kind, they
have generally feveral bouts to decide it.  They
are not confined to one particular game, but they
change them, that one man, who happens toexcel
ina partu:uhr game, may not carry off all the
: e 39S 3 ; .

-
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prizes, and that they may grow ftronger and
more dexterous by a variety of exercifes. At one
time, the conteft is who fhall firfk reach a mark at
the other end of the walk ; at another time it is
who fhall throw the fame flone fartheft; then
again it is who fhall carry the fame weight lon=.
geft. Sometimes they contend for a prize, by
fhooting at a mark. Moft of thefe games are at-
tended with fome little preparations, whish ferve
te prolong them, and render them entertaining.
Their mafter and miftrefs often honour them.
with their prefence ; they fomstimes take their
children with them ; nay, even ftrangers refort
thither, excited by curiofity, and they defire ne=
thing better than to bear a fhare in the {port 3
but none are ever admitted without M, Wolmar’s
approbation, and the confent of the players, who
would not find their account in granting it reas

dily. This cuftom has imperceptibly become a

kind of thow, in which the aéters, being api=
mated by the prefenece of the fpeciators, prefer
the glory of applaufe to the lucre of the prize.—
As thefe exercifes make them more aétive and vie
. gorous, they fet a greater value on themfelves,
and, ‘being accuftomed to eftimate their import-
ance from their own intrinfic worth, rather than
from their pofleflions, they prize honour, notwith-
ftanding they are footmen, beyond money. ;
It would be tedious to coumecratc all the ad-
vantages which they derive from 2 pra&ice fa
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trifling in appearance, and which is always de-
fpifed by little mindsj but it is the prerogative
of true genius to produce great effeis by incon-
fiderable means. M. Wolmar has aflured me
that thefe little inftitutions, which his wife firfk
fuggefted, fcarce flood him in fifty crowns a year.
* But (faid he) how often do you think I am re-
pﬂﬂlﬂ&mmmyhauﬁkccpmg and my affairs
in general, by the vigilance and attention with
which Iam ferved by thefe faithful fervants, who
derive all their pleafures from their malfter; by
the intereft they take in a family which they con-
fider as their own; by the advantage I reap in
their labours, from the vigour they acquire at
their exercifes ; by the benefit of keeping them
always in bealth; in preferving them from thofe
“excefles which are common to men in their fta.
tion, and from thofe diforders which frequently
attend fuch excefles ; by fecuring them frem any
propenfity to knavery, which is an infallible con~
fequence of irregularity, and by confirming them
in the praétice of honefty ; in fhort, by the pleas
fure of having fuch agrecable recreations within
ourfelves at fuch a trifling expence ! If there are
any among them, cither man or woman, who do
not care to conform to our regulations, but pre-
fer the liberty of going where they pleafe, on va-
rious pretences, we never refule to give them
leave: but we confider this licentious turn as a
E4
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very fufpicious {ymptom, and we are always ready
to miftruft fuch difpofitions. Thus thefe little
amufements, which furnifh us with good fervants,
ferve alfo as a diretion to us in the choice of
them.”—I muft confefs, my lord, that except in*
this family I never faw the fame men made good"
domettics for perfonal fervice, good hufbandmen”
for tilling the ground, good foldiers for the de« -
fence of their country, and honeft fellows in any-
ftation into which fortune may chance to throw
them. '
In the winter, their pleafures vary; as well as
their labours. On a Sunday, all the fervantsin
the family, and even the neighbours, men and
women indifcriminately, meet after fervice-time
in a hall where there is a good fire, forme wine,
fruits, cakes, and a fiddle, to which they dance.
- Mrs. Wolmar never fails to be prefent, for fome
time at leaft, in order to preferve decorum and
modefty by her prefence, and it is not uncommon
for her to dance herfelf, though amorig her own
peoples - When I was firft made acquainted with
this cuftem, it appeared to me not quite conform-
able to the firiGnefs of Proteftant morals, - Itold
Eloifa fo; and the anfwered me to the following
effect ; T 5 bt & . !
¢ Pure morality is charged with fo many fe--
vere duties, that if it is overburdened with forms,
which are in themfelves indifferent, they will al-
ways be of prejudice to what is really effential.
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This is faid to be the cafe with the monks in ge-
neral, who, being flaves to rules totally imma-
terial, are utter {trangers to the meaning of ho-
nour and virtue. This defect is lefs obfervable
among us, though we are not wholly exempt from

it.  Our churchmen, who are as much fupcrmr '

to other prisfts in knowledge, as our religion is

fuperior to all others in purity, do neverthelefs:

maintain fome maxims, which feem to be rather
founded on prejudice than reafon, Of this kind,
is that which condemns dancing and ailemblies,
as if there were more harm in dancing than fing-
ing, as if each of thefe amufements were not
equally a propenfity of nature, and as if it were
a crime todivert ourfelves publicly with an inno-

cent and harmlefs recreation.  For my own part, .
1 think, on the contrary, that every time there

is a concourfe of the two fexes, every public di-
verfion - becomes innocent, by being public;
whereas, the moft laudable employment becomes
fufpicious in a #ite-a #ét; party*. Man and ‘wo-
men ‘were formed for each other; their union by
marriage is the end of nature.  All falfe religion
is at war with nature; our’s, which conforms

¢ In mr lsm.-r to M, D* Alembert, cﬂn:rrnmg the thea-

tres, 1 haﬂ tranfcribed the following paflage, and fome

others ; bitas [ was then preparing this edition, I thought
it better o wait this publication, till I took notice of I:hc
quetation,

Es
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to and refifics natural propenfity, proclaims a di

vine inftitution which is moft fuitable to man-
kind. Religion ought not to increafe the em-
barraflment which civil regulations throw in the
way of matrimony, by difficulties which the
Gofpel does not create, and which are contrary
to the true fpirit.of Chriftianity.  Let any one tell
me where young people can have an opportunity
of conceiving a mutual liking, and of feeing each
other with more decorum and circumfpection
than in an affembly, where the eyes of the fpec-
tators being conftantly upon them, oblige them to
behave with peculiar caution ! How can we of-
fend God by an agreeableand wholelome exercife,
fuitable to the vivacity of youth; an exercife
which confifts in the art of prefenting ourfelves
to each other with grace and elegance, and
wherein the prefence of the fpeclator impofesa de-
corum which no one dares to violate? Can we
conceive a more effectual method to avoid impo-
fition with refpect to perfon at leaft, by difplay-
ing ourfelves with all our natural graces and de-
fcQts before thofe wholt intereft it is to know us
thoroughly, ere they oblige themfelves to love us ?
—Is not the obligation of reciprocal affeétion
;mter than that of felf.love, and is it not an at-
tention worthy ofa pious and virtuous pair, who

propofc to marry, thus toprepare their hearts for
that mutual love which Heaven prnmpta,?

“ What is the confequence, in thofe places
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where people are under a continual reftrainty
where the moft innocent gaiety is punifhed as
criminal, where the young people of different
fexes dare not meet in public, and where the in-
difcreet feverity of the pafter preaches nothing,
in the name of God, but fervile conftraint, fad-
nefs, and melancholy ? They find means to elude
an infufferable tyr-an,ny, which nature and reafon
difavow. When gay and fprightly vouth are
debarred from lawful pk'afures!’ they fubftitute
ethers more dangerous in their ftead. Frivate
parties, artfully concerted, fupply the place of
public aflemblies. By being obliged to conceal-
ment, as if they were criminaly they at length
become fo in facl. Harmlels joy loves to difplay
itfelf in the face of the world, but vice is a friend
" to darknefs; and innocence and fecrefy mever
fubfift long together. My dear friend (faid fhe,
grafping my hand, as if (he meant to convey her
repentance, and communicate the purity of her
own heart to mine) who can be more fenfible of
the importance of this truth than ourfelves f
What forrow and troubles, what tcars and rc-
morfe we might have prevented for fo many
years paft, if we could but have foreleen how
dangerous 2 private intercourfe was to that vir-
tue which we always loved !

¢ Befides (faid Mrs, Wolmar, in a fofter tone,
it is pot in a numerous aflembly where we are

Eé6 - 3
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feen and heard by all the wotld, but in private:

parties, where fecrely and freedom is indulged,

that our morals are in danger. It is from this

principle, that, whenever my domeftics meet, I
am glad to fee them all together, I even approve:

of their inviting fuch young people in the neigh-
bourhood whofe company will not corrupt them ;
and I hear with pleafure, that, when they mean.

to commend the morals of any.of our young

neighbours, they fay—He is admitted at Mr..
Wolmar’s, We have a further view in this..
Our men-fervants are all very young, and,
among the women, the governefs is yet fingle ;
it is not reafonable that the retired life they lead
with us fhould debar them of an opportunity of
forming an honeft connexion. We endeavoury
therefore, in thele little meetings, to give them
this opportunity, under our infpection, that we
may affift them in their choice ; and thus, by en~
deavouring to make hzppy families, we increafe
the felicity of our own. '
“ I ought now to juftify myfelf for dancing
with thefe good peaple, but I rather choofe to
pafs fentence on myfelf in this relpect, and
frankly confefs that my chicf motive is the plea-
furé T -take in the exercife. You know that I
always refembled my coufin in her paffion for
dancing ; but after the death of my mother, I
bade adieu tothe ball, and all public aflfemblies ;
T kept my refolution, even to the day of my
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marriage, and will keep it ftill,  without think-
ing it any violation to dance now and then in my
“own houfe with my guefts and my domeftics. It
is an exercife very good for my health during the
fedentary life which we are obliged to live here
in winter. I find it an innocent amufement ;
for after a good dance my confcience does not
reproach me. It amufes M. Wolmar likewife,
and all my coquetry in this particular is only to
pleafe him. I am the occafion of his coming
into the ball- room ; the good people are beit fa-
tisfied when they are honoured with their maf-
ter’s prefence; and they exprefs a f{atisfaction

when they fee me amongft them. In fhort, I
find that fuch occafional familiarity forms an

agreeable connexion and attachment between

us; which approaches nearer the natural con. -

dition of mankind, by moderating the meannefs
of fervitude,and the rigour of authority.”

- Such, my lord, are the fentiments of Eloifa
with refpect to dancing, and I have ofien won-
dered how fo much affability could confilt with
fuch a degree of fubordination, and how fhe and
her hufband could fo often’ ﬂﬂnp to level them-
felves with their fervants, and yet the Jatter ne-
ver be tempted- to allume equality in- their turn,
I queftion if any Afiatic monarchs are attended
in their palaces with more refpeét than Mr, and
Mrs. Wolmar are ferved in their own houfe.
I never knew any commands lefs imperious than
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theirs, or more readily executed ; if therh for
any thing, their fervants fly; if they excufe their
failings, they themfelves are neverthelefs fenfible
of their faults. I was never better convinced
bow much the force of what is faid depends en
the mode of exprefhion.

This bas led me into a refleflion on the afe
fefted gravity of mafters; which is, that it is ra-
ther to be imputed to their own failings, than to
the cffeéts of their familiarity, that they are de-
fpifed in their families, and that the infolence of
fervants is rather an indication of a vicious than
of a weak mafter: for nothing gives them fuch
aflurances, as the knowledge of his vices, and
they confider all difcoveries of that kind ‘as fo
many difpenfations, which free them from their
ebedience to a man whom they can no longer re-
&:ﬁﬁanﬂ imitate their mafters, and by copying
them awkwardly, they render thofe defects more
confpicuous in themfelves, which the polifh of
education, in fome meafure, difguifed in the
others. At Paris, [ ufed to judge of the ladies of
my acquaintance, by the air and manners of their
waiting-women, and this rule never deceived me.
Befides that, the lady’s woman, when fhe becomes
the confidant of her miftre(s’s fecrets, makes her
Buy her difcretion at a dear rate, the likewife
frames her conduét according to %er lady’s fenti-
ments, and difclofes all her maxims, by an awke
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ward imitation. In every inflance, the mafter’s
example is more efficacious than his authority ; it
is not natural to fuppofe that their fervants will
be honefter than themlelves. It is to no purpofe
to make a noife, to {wear, to abufe them, to turn
them off, to get a new fet ; all this avails nothing
towards making good fervants, When they who
do not trouble themfelves about being hated and
defpifed by their domeftics, neverthelefs imagine
that they are well ferved, the reafon of their mil-
take is, that they are contented with what they
{ee, and fatished with an appearance of diligence,
without obferving the thoufand fecret prejudices
they fuffer continually, and of which they cannot
difcover the fource. But where s the man fo
devoid of honour, as to be able to endure the
contempt of every one round him? Where is
the woman o abandoned, as not to be fufceptible
of infults? How many ladies, both at Paris and
in London, who think themiclves greatly refpe&-
ed, would burft into tears if they heard what was
faid of them in their anti-chambers? Happily for
their peace, they comfort themfelves by taking
thefe Argufes for weak creatures, and by flatters
ing themfelves that they are blind to thofe prac-
tices which they donot even deign to hide from
them. They likewife in their turn difcover, by
their fullen obedience, the contempt they have
for their miftrefles, Mafters and fervants be-
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come mutually fenfibly that it is not worth their

while to conciliate each other’s efteem.

The behaviour of fervants feems to me to be
the moft ccrtain and nice proof of the mafter’s
virtue; and I remember, mmy lord, to have form-
ed a good opinion of yoursat Valais, without
knowing you, purely becaufe, though you fpoke

fomewhat harfhly to your attendants, they were

not the lefs attached to you, and that they ex=
prefled as much refpe& for you in ‘your abfence,
as if you had been within hearing. It has been

faid that no man is a hero in the eyes of his valet=
 de-chambre; perhaps not; but every worthy

man will enjoy his fervant’s efteem, which fuffi-

ciently proves that heroifm is only a vain phan-

tom, and that nothing is folid but virtue. The
power of its empire is particularly obfervable
here in the lowelt commendations of the fervants.
Commendations the lefs to be fufpeétzd, as they
do not confift of vain eulogiums, but of an artlefs
expreflion of their feelings, As they cannot fup-
pofe from -any thing which they fee, that other
matfters are not like theirs, they therefore do not

commend them on account of thofe virtues which

they conceive to be common to mafters in gene-
rzl, but, in the fimplicity of their hearts, they
thank God for hlv:n; fent the rich to make thole
under them happy, and to be a comfort to the
poOr. . :

Servitude is a ftate fo unnamral to mnkmﬁ,,
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that it cannot fubfift without fome degree of dif-

content. Neverthelefs, they refpect their mafter,

and fay nothing. If any murmurings efcape
them againft their miftrefs, they.are more to her
honour than encomiums would be. No one com-
plains that the is wanting in kindnels to them,
but that the pays fo much regard to others; no
one can endure that his zeal fhould be put in com-
petition with thatof his comrades, and as every
one imagines himfelf foremoft in attachment, he

would be firft in favour. 'T'his is their only

complaint, and their greatefl injuftice,

‘There is not only a proper fubordination
among thole of inferior ftation, but a perfect har-

mony among thofe of equal rank ; and this is not
the leaft difficult part of domeftic economy.—

Amidft the clathings of jealoufy and felf-intercft,

which make continual oivifions in families not
more numerous than this, we feldom find fervants

" united but at the expence of their mafters. If

they agree, it is to rob in concert; if they are

honeft, every one fhows his importance at the

expence of the reft: they muft either be enemies
or accomplices, and it is very difficult to find a
way of guarding, at the fame time, both againft
their knaw:ry and their diflenfions. The mafters
of familics, in gencral, know no other method
but that of chnoﬁng the alternative hetween
thefc two inconvenicaces,  Some, pr:fernng in=

tereft to honour, foment 2 quarrelfome. difpofition .
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among their fervants, by means of private re-
ports, and think it a mafterpiece of prudence to
make them fuperintendants and fpies over each
other, Others, of a more indolent nature, ra-
ther choofe that their fervants fhould rob them,
and live peaceably among themfelves; they
pique themfelves upon difcountenancing any in-
formation which a faithful fervant may give
them out of pure zeal. Both are equally te
blame. The firft, by exciting continual diftur-
bances'in their families, which are incompatible
with good order and regularity, get together a
heap of knaves and informers, whoare bufy in
betraying their fellow-fervants, that they may
hereafter perhaps betray their mafters. The fe-
cond, by refufing any information with regard to
what pafles in their families, countenance combi-
nations againft themf{elves, encourage the wicked,
difhearten the good, and enly maintain a pack of
arrogant and idle rafcals, at a great expence, who,
agreeing together at their mafter’s coft, look upon
their fervices as a matter of ﬁmur, and theip
thefts as perquifites®, .

# ] have narrowly examined into the management of
great families, and have found it impoffible for 2 mafter
who has twenty fervants, to know whether be has one ho-
neft man among them, and not to miftake the greateft raf-

<al p:rha;-l to be that enc. This alone would gw: mcan
averfion to riches. The rich lofe ope of the fweeteft plea-

fures of life, the ‘pleafure of confidedce and efteem. They
purchafeall their gold at a dear ratc! ;
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It is a capital error in domeftic as well as in
civil economy, to oppofe one vice to another, or
to attempt an equilibrium between them, as if
that which undermines the foundations of all
- order could ever tend to eftablith regularity .—
This miftaken policy only ferves to unite every
inconvenience. 'When particular vices are tole-

rated in 2 family, they do not reign alone. Let one
take root, a thoufand will foon fpring up, They
prefently ruin the fervants who harbour them,
undo the mafter who tolerates them, and corrupt
or injure the children who remark them with at-
tention. What father can be {o unworthy 25 to
put any advantage whatever in competition with
this laft inconvenience! What honeft man
would choofe to be mafter of a family, if it was
impoflible for him to maintain peace and fidelity
in his houfe at the fametime, and if he muft be
ebliged to purchafe the attachment of his fervants
at the expence of their mutual good underftand-
ing?

Who does not fee, that in this-family, they
have not even an idea of any fuchdifficulty?
fo much does the union among the feveral mem-
bers proceed from the attachment to the head.—
It is here we may perceive a firiking inftance,
how impoflible it is to have a fincere affetion for
2 mafter without loving every thing that belongs
to him; a truth which is the real foundation of

¥
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Chriftian charity. Is it not very natural that the
children of the fame father fhould live together
like brethren? This is what they tell us every
day at church, without making us feel the fenti=

ment ; and this is what the domeftics in this fa- _

mily feel, without being told it.

~ This difpofition to good fellowfhip is owing to.
achoice of proper fubje&ts. M. Wolmar, when he
hires his fervants, does not examine whether they
fuit his wife and himflf, but whether they fuit
each other, and if they were todilcover afettled an-
tipathy between two of the beft fervants, it would

be fufficient for them to difcharge one: for, fays.

Eloifa, in fo fmall a family, a family where they

never go abroad; but are conflantly before each

other, they ought to agree perfetly among theme
felves. They ought to conlider it as their father’s
houfe, where all are of the fame family. One who
happens to be difagreeable to the reit is enough to
make them hate the place ; and that difagresable
object being conftantly before their eyes, they
would neither be eafy themfelves, nor fuffer us
to be quiet,

- After having made the beft affortment in. thgtr

powery they unite them, as it were, by the fer-

vices which they oblige each torender the other,
and they contrive that it fhall be the real intereft
of every one to be beloved by his fellow fervants,
Noa one is [o well received who folicits a favour
for himfelf, as when he afks it for another; fo

Go 3|-.:

‘her [hould

ch, without
im mily feel

“bjects . M.

uit his wife
over a

1ent for

7 where

' to agree

s houle ,

> to the reft
'ing

lor [uffer us
l

' as it were

y contrive
v fervants ,

‘he alks it
|



ELOISA, . 117

that whoever has any thing to reque®, endca-
vours to engage another to intercede for him ;
and this they do with greater readine/s, (ce, whe-
ther their mafter grants or refules the favour re-
quefted, he never fails te acknowledge the merit
of the perfon interceding. On the contrary, both
heand Mrs. Wolmaralways reject thefolicitations
of thofe who only regard themfelves. Why, fay
they, fhould I grant what is defired in your fa-
voury who have never made me any requeft in fa-
vour of anether? Is it reafonable that you
fhould be more favoured than your companions,
becaufe they are more obliging than you? They
do more: they engage them to ferve each other
in private without any oftentation, and without
afluming any merit. This is the more ealily ac-
complifhed, as they know that their mafter, who
is witnefs of their difcretion, will efteem them
the more; thus felf-intereft is a gainer, and felf-
love no lofer, They are fo convinced of this ge-
neral difpofition to oblige, and they have fuch
confidence in each other, that when they have
any favour to afk, they frequently mention it at

table, by way of convejfation ; very often, with- |

out further trouble, they find that the thing

has been requefted and granted, and as they do
not know whom to thank, their obligation is to
all.

It is by this, and fuch like methods, th#tt_:hey
beget 2n attachment among them, refulting from,
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and fubordinate to, the zeal they have for their
mafter. Thus, far from leaguing together to his
prejudice, they are only united for his fervice.
However it may be their intereft to love each
other, they have ftill ftronger motives for pleale
ing him ; their zeal for his fervice gets the better
of their mutual good-willy and each confidering
himfclf as injured by loffes which may make their
mafter lefs able to recompenfe a faithful fervant,
they are all equally incapable of fuffering any in-
dividual to do him wrong unnoticed. T his prin-
ciple of policy, which is eftablifhed in this family,
feems to have fomewhat fublime in ic; and T'can-
not fufficiently admire how Mr. and Mrs. Wol-
mar have been able to transform the vile funétion
of an informer inte an office of weal, integrity,
and courage, as noble, or at leaft as praife-wor-
thy, as it was among the Romans.

They began by fubverting, or rather by pre-
venting, in a plain and perfpicueus manner, and
by affeéting inftances, that fervile and criminal
praélice, that mutual toleration at the mafter’s
coft, which a worthlefs fervant never fails to in-
culcate to a good one, under the mafk of a chari-

table maxim. They made them underftand, that

the precept which enjoins us to hide our neigh-
bour’s faults relates to thofe only which do injury
to no one ; that if they are witnefles fo any in-
juftice which injuresa third perfon, and do not

difcover it, they are guilty of it themfelves; and
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ELOISA 119

that as nothing can oblige us to conceal fuch
faults in others, but 2 confcioufnels of our own
defedts, therefore no one would choofe to counte-
nace knaves, if he was not a knave himfelf. Upon
thefe principlés, which are juft in general as be-
tween man and man, but more ftrictly fo with
refpect to the clofe connexion between mafter
and fervant, they hold it here as an incontgftable

truth, that whoever fees their mafter wronged,

without making a difcovery, is more guilty than
he who did the wrong; for he fuffers himfelf to
be mifled by the profpe& of advantage, but the
other, in cold blood, and witheut any view of in-
terelt, can be induced to fecrely by no other mo.
tive than a thorough difregard of juftice, an in.
difference towards the welfare of the family he
ferves, and a hidden defire of copying the exam-
ple he conceals. Therefore, even where the
fault is confiderable, the guilty party may never-
thelefs fometimes hope for pardon, but the witnefs
who conccals the faét is infallibly difmifled, as a
man of bad difpofition. '

In return, they receive no accufation which
may be fufpedted to proceed from injuftice and
calumny ; that is to fay, they admit of none in the
abfence of theaccufed. If any one comes to make
a report againft his fellow fervant, or to prefera
perfonal complaint againft him, they afk him whe-
ther heis fufficiently informed, thatis to fay,

whether he has entered into any previous inqui- -
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ry with the perfon whom he is going to accufe?
If he anf{wers in the negative, they afk him how
he can judge of an ation, when he is not ac-
quainted with the motives to it? The fa&l, fay

they, may depend on fome circumftance to which -

you are aftranger ; there may be fome particulars
which may ferve to juftify or excufe it, and which
you know nothing of. How can you prelume
to condemn any one’s condudt, before you know
by what motives it is direfted? One word of ex-
planation would probably have rendered it jufti-
- fiable in your cyes. Why then do you run the

riflk of condemning a1 action wrongfully, and of
expofing me to participate of your injuftice? If
he affures them that h: has entered into a pre-
vious explanation with the acculed ; why then,
fay they, do you come without him, as if you was
afraid that he would falfify what you are going
to relate? By what right do you negleét taking
the {ame precaution with refpeft tu me, which
you think proper to ufe with regard to yourfelf?
Is it reafonable to defire me to judge of a fall
from your report, of which you refufe to judge
yourfelf by the teftimony of your own eyes; and
would not you be anfwerable for the partial
judgment I might form, if I wasto remain fa.
tisfied with your bare depofition? In the end,
they dire&t them to fummon the party accufed;
if they confent, the matter is foon decided; if
- shey refufe, they difmils them with a fevere se-
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Primand, but they keep the fecret, and warch
them both fo Rarrowly, that they are not Jong a¢
a lofs to know which is in fault. "
'Th:s rule is fo wel] known, and fo well efta
Hllihed, thaF YOU never hear a fervant in this fa
mily fpeak ill of his abfens comrade, for they are

all fenfible that it is the way to pafs for a liar and.

a cuwn'rcl.. When an ¥y one of them accufes ang.
ther, it s openly, frankly, and not caly to his
face, but in the prefence ofall his fellow feryan
that they who are witnefles to their arcu{'atiug’
may be vouchers of thejr integrity. In cafe cr;'
. any perfonal difputes among them, the difference
:: Benerally made up by med iators, without troy.
ling Mr. and Mrs. Wolmar; but when the ;
‘tcre&‘ of the mafter ig at {take, the matter cann::
remau}-a fecret ; the guilty party muft eithey aa::L
F“fc himfelf, or be accufed. Thefe little Iaad*
Ings happen very feldom, and never but at-I:abie-
in Inhc rounds which Eloifa makes ever ;d&’
While her people are at dinner or fupper zhicf:
M. Woj mar pleafantly calls her general:'cﬂiuns
After having patiently attended to the accufatio ;
and the defence, if the affairs regard her i-ntereﬂn
[he thanks the accufey for his zeal, I am ﬁenﬁbl;
fays fhe, that you have a regard for yuur"fcllcaw:
?rvmt; you have always fpoken well of him, and
m?::_um;d you, becaufe the love of your duty
: Vg-l,:l:ﬂtcf has prevaxifd over ijr private af
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122 ELOISA,

fections ; it is thus that a faithful fervant and an
honeft man ought to behave. If the party ac-
cufed is not in fault, the always fubjoins fome
compliment to her juftification of his innocence.
But if he is really guilty, fhe in fome mealure
fpares his fhame before the reft. She fuppofes
that he has fomething to communicate in his de-
fence, which he does not choofe to declare in pub-
lic; the appointsan hour to hear him inprivate, and
it is then that fthe or her hufband talk to him as they

think proper. What is very remarkable, isthat

the mofl fevere of the two is not moft dreaded,
and that they are lefs afraid of M. Wolmar’s fo-
lemn reprimand, than of Eloifa’s affecting re-
proaches. The former fpeaking the language of
truth and juftice, humbles and confounds the
guilty; the latter ftrikes them with the moft
cruel remorfe, by convincing them with what re-
gret fhe is forced to withdraw her kindnefs from
them. She fonietimes extorts tears of grief and
fhame from them, and it is not uncommon for
her to be moved herfclf when fhe fees them re-
pent, in hopes that fhe may not be obliged to
abide by her word.

They who judge of thefe concerns by what
pafles in their own families, or among their neigh-
bours, would probably deem them frivolous or
tirefome. But you, my Lord, who have fuch high
notions of the duties and enjoyments of a mafter
of a family, and who arc fenfible what an afcen-
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dancy natural difpofition and virtue have over the
human heart, you perceive the importance of thefe
minutiz, and know on what circumftances their
fuccefs depends. Riches do not make a man rich,
as is well obferved in foms romance, The wealth
of 2 man is not in his coffers, but in the ufe he
makes of what he draws out of them; for our

~ pofleffions do not become our own, but by the
ufes to which we allot them, and abufes are al-

ways more incxhauftible than riches ; whence
it happens that our enjoyments are not in propor=-

tion to our expences, but depend on the juft regu- .

lation of them. An idiot may tofs ingots of gold
into the fea, and fay he has enjoyed them; but
what comparifon is there between fuch an ex-
travagant enjoyment, and that which a wife man
would have derived from the leaft part of their
value? Order and regularity, which multiply
and perpetuate the ufe of riches, are alone capa-
ble of converting the enjoyment of them inte

felicity. But if real property arifes from the re-

lation which our pofleffions bear to us, if it is ra-
ther the ufe than the acquifition of riches which
confers it, what can be more proper fubjeéts of
attention for a mafter of a family than domeftic
economy, and the prudent regulation of his houfe-
hold, in which the moft perfect correfpendences
more immediately concern him, and where the
Fo '
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happinefs of every individual is an>addition to the
felicity of the head?

Are the moft wealthy the moft happy ? No.
How then does wealth contribute to felicity !
But every well-regulated family is emblematic of
the mafter’s mind. Gilded ceilings, luxury, and
magnificence, only ferve to fhow the vanity of
tholc who difplay fuch parade; whereas, when-
ever you fee order without melancholy, peace
without flavery, plenty without profufion, you
may fay, with confidence, the mafter of this houfc
is a happy being.

For my own part, I think the moft certain fign
of true content is a domeftic and retired life, and
that they who are- continually reforting to others
in queﬁ of happinefs do not enjoy it at home. A
father of a family, who amufes himfelf at home,
is rewarded for his continual attention to domef-
tic concerns, by the conftant Enj-::}r'mant of the
moft agreeable fenfations of nature, He is the
only one who can be properly faid to be mafter of
lusnwn happinefs, becaule, like Heaven itfelf, he

“is happy in defiring nothing more than he enjoys.
Like the Suprem: Being, . he does not with to
enlarge his pofleffions, buc to make them really
his own, under proper direclions, and by ufing
them conformably to the juft relations of things:
if he does not enrich himfelf by new acquifitions,
he enriches himfelf by the true enjoyment of
‘what he pofiefles. He once only enjoyed the in-
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come of his lands, he now en joys the lands them-

felves, by overlooking their culture, and furvey-
ing them from time to time. His fervant was

a ftranger to him: he is now part of his enjoy-

ment; his child : .he makes him his own. For-
metly he had only power over his fervant’s ac-
tions ; now he has authority over his inclinations,
He was his mafter only by paying him wages !
now he rules by the facred dominion of benevo-
lenceand efteem. Though fortune fpoils him of
his wealth, fthe can never rob him of thofe affec-
tions which are attached to him; fhe cannot de-
prive a father of his children; all the difference
is, that he maintained them yefterday, and that
they will fupport him to-morrow. It is thus that
we may learn the true enjoyment of our riches,
of our family, and of ourfelves; it is thus, that
the minutiz of a family become agreeable to a
worthy man who knows the value of them ; it is
thus, that far from confidering thefe little duties
as troublefome, he makes them a part of his hap-
pinefs, and derives the glory and pleafure of hu-
man nature from thefe noble and affeting of-
fices,

If thefe precious advantiges are defpifed, or lit-
tl¢ known, and if the few who endeavour to ac-

quire them feldom obtain them, the reafon, in

both cafes, is the fame. There are many fimple
and f{ublime duties, which few people cin reliih
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126 ELOISA.

and fulfil, Such are thofc of the mafter of a fa-
mily, for which the air and buftle of the world
give him a difgufl, and which he never difcharges
properly when he is only inflamed by motives of
avarice and intereft. Some think themfelves ex-
cellent mafters, and are only careful economifts
their income may thrive, and their family never-
thelefs be in a bad condition. They ought to
have more enlarged views to dire® an adminiftra-
tion of fuch importance, fo as to give it a happy
iffue. The firlt thing to be attended to in the
due regulation of a family, is to admit none but
honeft people, who will not have any fecret in-
tention to difturb that regularity. But are ha<
nefty and fervitude fo compatible, that we may
hope to find fervants who are honeft men? No,
my lord, if we would have them, we muft not in-
quire for them, but we muft make them ; and
none who are not men of integrity themfelves are
capable of making others honeft, Itis to nopur-
pofe for a hypocrite to affet an air of virtue; he
will never infpire any one with an affection for
ity and if he knew how to make virtue amiable,
he would be in lové with it himfelf. -What do
formal leflons avail, when daily example contra-
difts them, unlefs to make us fulpet that the
moralift means to fport with our credulity? What
_ an abfurdity arc they guilty of who exhort us to
do as they fay, and not as they act themfelves —
He who does not act up to what he fays, never
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ELOISA. 127

{peaks to any effect; for the language of the heart
is wanting, which alonc is perfualiveand affetting,
I have fometimes heard converfations of this
kind held in a grofs manner before fervants, in
order to read them le&ures, as they do children
fometimes, in an indirect way. Far from having
any reafon to imagine that they were the dupes
of fuch artifice, I have always obferved them
fmile in fecret at their mafter’s folly, who muft
have taken them for blockheads, by making an
awkward difplay of fentiments before them, which
they knew were none of his own.

All thefe idle fubtleties are unknown in this
family, and the grand art by which the mafter
and miftrefs make their fervants what they would
defire them to be, is to appear themfelves before
them what they really are. Their behaviour is
always frank and open, becaufe they are not in
any fear left their attions fhould belie their pro-
feflions. As they themfelves do not entertaim
principles of morality different from thofe which
they inculcate to others, they have no occafion
for any extraordinary circum{pection in their dif-
courfe ; a word blundered out unleafonably does
not overthrow the principles they have laboured
to eftablith. They do not indifcreetly tell all their
affairs, but they openly proclaim all their max-
ims. Whether at table, or abroad, in private, ox
in public, their fentiments are Rill the [ame;
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128 ELOISA.

- they ingenioufly deliver their opinions on every

fub_]c&, and without their having any individual
in view every one is inftruéted by their conver-

fation. As their fervants never fee them do any-

thing but what is juft, reafonable, and equitable,
they do not confider juftice as a tax on the poor,
as a yoke on the unhappy, and asone of the evils
of their condition. The carc they take never to
let the labourers come in vain, and lofe their day’s
work in feeking after their wages, teaches their
fervants to fet a juft value on time. When they
[ee their malter fo careful of other r="-s time,
each concludes that his own time muft be of con-
fequence, and therefore deems idlenefs the great-

eft crime He can be guilty of. The confidence ,

- which their fervants have in their integrity gives
that force to their regulations which makes them
obferved, and prevents abufes. They are not
- afraid, when they come to receive their weekly
Bratuitics, that their miftrefs fhould partially de-
termine the youngeft and moft aclive go have
been the moft diligent. An old fervant 'is not
apprehenfive left they' thould ftart fome quibble,
to fave the promifcd augmentation to their wages,

They can never hope to take advantage of any
divifion between their maftér and miftrefs, in or-
der to make themfelves of confequence, and to ob-
“tain from one what the other has refuled. "I'hey
who are unmarried are not afraid left chey fhould
oppofe their fettlement, in order to detain them
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longer, and by that means make their fervice a
prejudice to them. If a ftrange fervant was to
tell the domeftics of this family, that mafter and
fervants are in a ftate of war with cach others
that when the latter do the former all the injury

they can, they only make lawful reprifals: that-

mafters, being ufurpers, liars, and knaves, there
can confequently be no harm in ufing them as
they ufe their prince, the people, or individuals,
and in returning thofe injuries with dexterity,

which they offer openly——one who thould talk *

in this manner would not be attended to; they
would not give themfelves the trouble to contro-
vert or obviate fuch fentiments; they who give
rife to them are the only perfons whofe buﬁncfﬂ
it is to refute them.

Y ou never perceive any (ullennefs or difcontent
in the difcharge of their duty, becaufe there is ne-
ver any haughtinefs or capricioufnefs in the or-
ders they receive; nothing is required-of them
but what is reafonable and expedient, and their
mafter and miftrefs have too much refpe&t for the
dignity of human nature, even in a ftate of fervi-
tude, to' put them upon any employment which
may debafe them. Moreover, nothing here is
reckoned mean but vice, and whatever is reafon-
able and neceflary is deemed honourable and Be-

" coming,

They do notallow of any intrigues abroad,
i ! Fs. i
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. neither has any one any inclinations of that kind.
They are fenfible that their fortune is moft firmly
attached to their mafter’s, and that they fhall never
want any thing while his family profpers. There-
fore, in ferving him, they take care of their own
patrimony, and increafe it by making their fer-
vice agreeable : this, above all things, is their in-
tereft. But this word is fomewhat mifapplied
here, for I never knew any {yftem of policy by
which felf-intereft was fo fkilfully directed, and
where at the fame time it had lefs influence, than

in this family, They all a¢t from a principle of

attachment, and one would think that venal fouls
were purified as foon as they entered into this
dwelling of wifdom and union. One would ima-
gine that part of the mafter’s intelligence, and of
the miftre(s’s fenfibility, was conveyed to each of
their fervants; they feem fo judicious, beneve-
lent, honeft, and fo much above their ftation.
Their greateft ambition is to do well, to be va-
lued and efteemed ; and they confider an obliging
expreffion from their mafter or miftrefs in the
light of a prefent.

T hefe, my lord, are the moft material obferva-
tions I have made on that part of the economy of
this family which regards the fervants and la-
bourers. As to Mr. and Mrs, Wolmar’s man-
ner of living, and the education of their children,
each of thefe articles very well deferves a feparate
Ietter.  You know with what view I began thefe
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remiatks; but in truth the whele forms fuch an
agreeable reprefentation, that we nezd only mes

ditate upon it to advance it, and we require no
other inducement than the pleafure it affords us.

LETTER CXXX.

Nu, my lord ; I do not retract what I have faid ;
in this family, the ufeful and agrecable are united
throughout ; but occupations of ufe are not con-
fined to thole purfuits which yield profit : they
comprehend further every innocent and harmlefs

- amufement which may ferve to improve a relifh

for retirement, labour, and temperance; which
may contribute to preferve the mind in a vigo-
rous ftate, and to keep the heart free from the agi-
tation of tumultuous paffions. If ina&ive indo-
lence begets nothing but melancholy and irkfome~
nels, the delights of an agreeable leifure are the
fruits of a laborious life. We only work to en.

joy ourfelves ; this alternative of labour and re-

creation is our natural ftate, The repofe which
{erves to refrefh us after pait labours, and encou-

‘rage us to rencw them, is not lefs neceflary for

us than labour itlelf. _
After having admired the good confequences
attending the vigilance and attention of the pru-
Fo '
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dent Eloifay in the condu& of her family, I was
witnefs of the good effects of the recreation fhe
ufes in a retired place, where fhe takes her fa-
vourite walk, and which fhe calls her Elyfium,

I had often heard them talk of this Elyfium,
of which they made a myftery before me. Yef-
terday, however, the exceffive heat being almoft
equally intolerable both within doors and with-
out, M. Wolmar propofed to his wife to make
holiday that afternoon, and inftead of going inte
the nurfery towards evening, as ufual, te come
and breathe the frefh air with us in the orchard :
fhe confented, and thither we went.

This place, though juft clofe to the houfe, is
hidden in fuch a manner by a fhady walk, that it

is not vifible from any point. The thick foliage

with which it is environed renders it impervious
to the eye, 2nd it is always carefully locked up.
I'was {carce got withinfide, but the door, being
covered with alder-and hazle-trees, 1T could not
find out which* way I camein; when I turned
back, and feeing no door, it feemed as if I had
dropped from the clouds.

On my entrance into this difguifed orchard, I

was feized with an agreeable fenfation; the frefh-
nefs of the thick foliage, the beautiful and lovely
verdure, the flowers fcattered on each fide, the
tnurmuring of the purling ftream, and the warb-
ling of a thoufand birds, ftruck- my imagination
as powerfully as my fenfes; but at the fame time
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I thought myfclf in the moft wild and folitary
place in nature, and I appearad as if L had been
the firft mortal who had ever penctrated into this
defart fpot. Being feized with aftonifhment, and
tranfported at fo unexpeted a fight, I remained
motionlels for fome time, and cried out, in 2n in-
voluntary fit of enthufiafin, * O Tinian! O
Juan Fernandez* ! Eloifa, the world’s end is at
your threfhold !"—* Many people (faid fhe, with
afmile) think in the fame manner ; but twenty
paces at moft prefently brings them back to
Clarens ; let us fee whether the charm will work
longer upon you. This is the fame orchard
where you have walked former! y, and where you
have played at romps with my coufin. You may
remember that the grafs was almoft burned up,
the trees thinly  planted, affording very little
fhade, and that there was no water. You find
that now it is frefh, verdant, cultivated, embel-
lifhed with flowers, and wecll watcred ; what do
you imagine it may have coft me to put it into
the condition you fee? For you muft know that
I am the fuperintendant, and that my hufband
leaves the entire management of it to me,”—¢ In
truth (faid I), it has coft yeu nothing but inat-
tention. It is indeed a delightful fpot; but wild
and rufhic; and I can difcover no marks of 'hu-.

» Dcﬁut iflands in the South S¢a, celebrated.in Lord An-
fon’s voyage. , ;
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man induftry. You have concealed the door ;
the water fprings 1 know not whence; Nature
alone has done all the reft, and even you could
not have mended her work.”—<¢ It is true (faid
fhe) that Nature has done every thing, but under

my direction, and you fee nothing but what has

been done under my orders, (Guefs once more.”
—<¢ Firft (1 replied) [ cannot conceive how la-
bour and expence can be made to fupply_the ef-
~fe&ts of time, The trees . . —*¢ As to them
(faid M. Wolmar) you may obferve that there
are none very large, and they were here before.
Befides, Eloifa began this work a long while be-
fore her marriage, and prefently after her mo-
ther’s death, when fhe ufed to come here with
her father in quelt of folitude.”—¢¢ Well (faid I)
fince you will have thefe large and mafly bowers,
thefe floping tufts, thefe umbrageous thickets to
be the growth of feven or eight years, and to be
partly the work of art, I think you have been a
good economift, if you have done all within this
vaft circumference for two thoufand crowns.”—
“ You have only guefled two thoufand crowns
too much (fays fhe), for it coft me nothing.”—
< How ! nothing !"—* No, nothing; unlefs you
place a dozen days work in thc year to my gar-
dener’s account, as many to two or three of my
people, and fome to M. Walmar, who has fome-
times condefcended to officiate in my fervice as a
gardener.” I could not cemprehend this riddle;
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but Eloifz, who had hithcrto held me, faid to me
(letting me loofe) * (Go, and you will under-
ftand it. Farewell Tinian! farewell Juan Fer-
nandez! farewell all enchantment! In a few
minutes you will find your way back from the
end of the world.” :

I began to wander over the orchard thus me-
tamorphofed with a kind of ecftafy ; and if [ found

no exotic plants, nor any of the products of the

Indies, I found all thofe which were natural to
the foil, difpofed and blended in fuch a manner,
as to produce the moft cheerful and lively effeét.
The verdant turf, thick, but fhort and clofe, was
intermixed with wild thyme, balm, {weet marjo-
ram, and other fragrant herbs. You might per-
ceive a thoufand wild Aowers dazzle your eyes,
among which you would be furprifed to difcover
fome garden-flowers, which feemed to grow natu-
tural with the reft. I now and then met with
fhady tufts, as impervious to the rays of the fun,
as if they had been in a thick foreft. T'hele tufts
were compolfed of trees of a very flexible nature,
the branches of which they bend, till they hang
on the gmund and take root, as I have feen
fome trees naturally do in America, In the
more open fpots, I faw here and there bufhes of

rofes, ralpberries, and goofeberries : little plan~

tations of lilac, hazle-trees, alders, feringa, broom,
and trefoil, difperfed without any order or fym-

metry, and which embellifhed the ground, at the

Gougle

Go , and
arewell all
nd of the

fecltaly ;
found all
anner , as
, but [hort
and other
ur eyes ,
's , which
tufts , as
Thele tufts
ch they
trees
bulhes of
le - trees ,
m metry ,



136 - RLOTSA.

fame time that it gave it the appearance of being
overgrown with weeds, I followed the track
through irregular and ferpentine walks, bordered
by thefe lowery thickets,and covered with a thou-
fand garlands compofed of vines, hops, rofe-weed,
frake-weed, and other plants of that kind, with
which honey-fuckles and jeflamine deigned to in-

tertwine, - Thefe garlands feemed as if they were

carelefsly feattered from one tree to another, and
formed a kind of drapery over our heads, which
fheltered us from the fun; while under foot we
had fmooth, agreeable, and dry walking upon a
fine mofs, without fand or grafs, or any rugged

fhoots. Then it was I firft difcovered, not with-

out aftonifhment, that this verdant and bufhy
umbrage, which had deceived me fo much at a
diftance, was compofed of thefe luxuriant and
creeping plants, which running all along the
trecs, formed a thick foliage over-head, and afford-

ed fhade and frefhnefs under foot. I obferved, -

likewile, that by means of common induftry,

they had made feveral of thefe plants take root

in the trunks of the trees, fo that they {pread
more, being nearer the top. You will readily’
conceive that the fruit is not the better for thefe
additions ; but this is the only fpot where they
have facrificed the ufeful to the agreeable, and
in the reft of their grounds they have taken fuch

care of the trees, that, without the orchard, the

return of fruit is greater than it was formerly,
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If you do but confider how delightful it is to
meet with wild fruit in the midft of a wood, and
to refreth one’s felf with “it, you will eafily con-
ceive what a pleafure it muft be to meet with ex-
cellent and ripe fruit in this artificial defart,
though it grows but here and there, and has not
the beft appearance : which gives one the pleafure
of fearching, and felefling the bett.

All thefe little walks were bordered dnd crofled
by a clear and limpid rivulet, which one while
winded through the grals and flowers, in {treams
fcarce perceptible ; at another, ruthed in more co-
pious” floods upon a clear and fpeckled gravel,
which rendered the water more tranfparent. You
might perceive the fprings rife and bubble out
of the earth, and fometimes you might obferve
deep canals, in which the calm and gentle fluid
ferved as a mirror to reflet the objefls around.
“ Now (faid I to Eloifa), I comprehend all the
reft; but thefc waters which I fec on every
fide.”—¢¢ They come from thence,” fhe replied,

_pointing to that fide where the terrace lies. It

is the {ame flream which, at a vaft expence, fup-
plied the fountain in the flower-garden, for
which nobody cares. M. Wolmar will not de-
ftroy it, out of refpe to my father, who had it
made ; bat with what pleafure we come here
every day to [ee this water run through the or-
chard, which we never look at in the garden!
—T'he fountain plays for the entertainment of

Gougle

ie mid[t of a
1t a plealure
-, though 1t
ves one the

d rivulet,
arce

and

ght perceive
oblerve
reflect the

; but thefe

> replied ,
h, at a valt
yody cares .
1t made ; but
ugh the or

- the



r38 ELOISA,

ftrangers; this little rivulet flows for our amufe-
ment. It is true, that I have likewife brought
hither the water from the public fountain, which
emptied itielr nto the lake, through the highway,
to the detriment of paflengers, belides its run-
ning to wafte, without profit to any one. It
formed an elbow at the foot of the orchard, be-
tween two rows of willows ; I have taken them
within my inclofure, and I bring the fame water
hither through different channels.”

I perceived then that all” the contrivance con-

fited in managing thefe ftreams, fo as to make
them flow in meanders, by feparating and uniting
them at proper places, by making them run as
fittle upon the [lope as poffible, in order to length-
en their courfe, and make the moft ofa few little
murmwring cafcades, A Jay of earth, covered
with fome gravel from the lake, and ftrewed
over with thells, forms a bed for thele waters.—
The fame ftreams running at proper diftances
ander fome large tiles covered with earth and
turf, on a level with the ground, form a kind of
artificial fprings, where they iffue forth. Some
{mall ftreams fpout through pipes on fome rugged
places, and bubble as they fall. The ground

thus refrethed and watered, continually yields .

freth flowers, and keeps the grafs always verdang
and beautiful.

The more I wandered over this dellghtful afy-
lum, the more I found the agreeable fenfation
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improve which 1 experienced at my firft entrance:
nevertheles my curiofity kept me in exercife; I
was more eager to view the objeéts around me
than to enquire into the caufe of the impreflions
they made on me, and [ chofe to refign myfelf to
that delightful contemplation, without taking the
trouble of refleCtion; but Mrs. Wolmar drew
me out of my reverie, by taking me under the
arm. ““All chat you fee ({aid fhe) is nothing but
vegetable and inanimate nature, which, in fpite
of us,always leaves behind it a melancholy idea of
folitude. Come and view nature animated and
more affecting, ‘T'here you will difcover fome
new charm every minute in the day.”—* You
anticipate me (faid 1), I hear a confufed chirping
noife, and I -fee but few birds ; I fuppofe you
have an aviary.”—% T'rue (faid fhe), let us go to
it.” 1durft not as yet declare what 1 thought of
this aviary 3 but there was fomething in the idea
of it which difguited me,and did not feem to cor-
relpond with the reft,

We went down through a thounfand turnings,
to the bottom of the orchard, where I found all
the water colleCted in a fine rivulet, flowing
gently between two rows of old willows, which
had been frequently lopped. Their tops being
hollow, and half bare, formed a kind of veflel,
from whence, by the contrivance I juft now men-
tioned, grew feveral tufts of honey-fuckles, of
which one part intertwined among the branches,
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and the other dropped carelefsly along the fide of
the rivulet. ‘Near the extreémity of the enclo-
fure was a little bafon bordercd with grafs, bul-
ruthes, and weeds, which ferved as a watering-
place to the aviary, and was the laft ufe made

of thls water, {o precious and fo well hufbanded.

* Somewhat beyond this bafon was'a platform,
which was terminated, in an angle of the enclof~
ure, by a hillock planted with a number of little
trees of all kinds ; the fmalleft ftood towards the
fummit, and their fize increafed in proportion as
the ground grew lower, which made their tops
appear to be horizontal, or at lcaft thowed that
they were ‘one day intended to be fo. In the
front ftood a dozen of trees, which were young
as yet, but of a nature to grow very large, fuch
as the beech, the elm, the afh, and the acaca.
The groves on this fide ferved as an afylum to
that vaft number of birds which I had heard chirp-
ing at adiftance, and it was under the fhade of this

foliage, as under a large umbrella, that you might

fee them hop about, run, frilk, provoke ‘each
other, and fight, as if they had not perceived us.
They were fo far from flying at our approach,
that, according to the notion with which I was
prepoffefled, I imagined them to have been en-
clofed within a wire ; but when we came to the
‘border of the bafon, I faw feveral of them alight,
and come towards tis through a fhort walk, Which

parted the platform in two, and made a commu-
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nication between the bafon and the aviary. M.
Wolmar them going round the bafon, fcattered
two or three banfuls of mixed grain, which he
had in his pocket, along the walk, and when he
retired, the birds flocked together, and began to
feed like fo many chickens, with fuch an air of
familiarity, that I plainly perceived they had been
trained up to it. * This is charming ((aid I):
your ufing the word aviary, {urprifed me at firft,
but I now (ee what it is; I perceive that you in-
vite them as your guefts, inftead of confining
them as your prifoners.” —% What do you mean
by our guefts? (replied Eloifa) it is we who are
theirs. They are mafters here, and we pay them
for being admitted fometimes.”—* Very well
(faid I), but how did thefe mafters get poiléflion
of this fpot! How did you colle& together fo
many voluntary inhabitants? I never heard of
any attempt of this kind, and I could not have
believed that fuch a defign could have fucceed-
ed, if Fhad not evidence of it before my eyes.™
¢ Time and patience, (faid M. Wolmar) have
worked this miracle. Thefe are expedients
which the rich fcarce ever think of in their plea-
fures. Always in hafte for enjoyment, force and
money are the only inftruments they know how

to employ ; they have birds in cages, and friends .

at fo much a month, If the fervants ever came
near this place, you would foon fee the birds dif-
appear; and if you perceive vaft numbers of
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them at prefent, the reafon’is, that this fpot has
always, in fome degree, been a refuge for them.
There is no bringing them together where there

are none to invite them; but where there are

fome already, it is ealy to increale their numbers,
by anticipating all their wants, by not frighten-
ing them, by fuffering them to hatch with fecu-
tity, and by never difturbing the young ones in
‘their neft; for by thefe means, {uch as are there
abide there, and thofe which come after them
continue. This grove was already in being,
though it was divided from the orchard; Eloifa
has only enclofed it by a quickfet hedge, removed
that which parted it, and enlarged and adorned
it with new defigns. You fee to the right and
Ieft of the walk which leads to it two fpaces filled
with a confufed mixture of prafs, {traw, and all
forts of plants, She orders them every year to be

fown with corn, millet, turnfol, hemp-feed, vetch,” -

and, in general, all forts of grain which birds are
fond of, and nothing is cver reaped. Befides
this, almoft every day fhe or I bring them fome-
thing  to eat, and when we neglect, Fanny fup-
plies our place. They are [upplied with water,
as you fee, very eafily. Mrs. Wolmar carries
her attention fo far as to provide for them, every
fpring, little heaps of hair, flraw, wool, mofs,
and other materials proner to build their neits.
Thus, by their having materials at hand, provi-
fions in f.‘l:nun"danr:e, and by the great care we take
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to fecure them from their enemies¥*, the uninter-
rupted tranquillity they enjoy induces them to
lay their eggs in this convenient place, where
they want for nothing, and where nobody difturbs

‘them. Thus the habitation of the fathers be-

comes the abode of the children, and the colony
thrives and multiplies.”

¢ Ah! (faid Eloifa) do you fee nothing more?
No one thinks beyond himfelf; but the affection
of a conflant pair, the zeal of their domeftic con-
cerns, paternal and maternal fondnefs, all this is
loft upon you. Had you been here two 'months
ago, you might have feafted your eyes with the
moft lovely fight, and have gratified your feelings
with the moft tender fenfations in nature,”—
¢ Madam {faid I, fomewhat gravely) you are a
wife and a mother ; thefe are pleafures of which
it becomes you to be fufceptible.” M. Wolmar
then taking me cordially by the hand, faid,
¢ You have friends, and thofc fricnds have chil-
dren; how can you be a ftranger to paternal af-
feCtioni” 1 looked at him, I looked at Eloifa,
thiy looked at each other, and caft fuch an affeé-
ing eye upon me, that embracing them alternatg-
1y, I faid, with tender emotion, ¢ They arc as
dear to me as to yourfelf.” I do not know by
what ftrange cffect a fingle word can make fuch

an alteration in our minds, but fince that moment -

* The mice, owls, hawks, and, above all, children.
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M. Wolmar appeats to me quite another man,
and I confider him lefs in the light of a hufband
to her whom I have {o long adored, as in that of
the father of two children for whom I would Ia.y
down my life.

I was going to walk around the bafon, in or-

der to draw ncarer to this delightful afylum, and
its little inhabitants, but Mrs. Wolmar checked
me, *“ Nobody (fays fhe) goes to difturb them
in their dwelling, and you are the firlt of our
guefts whom I ever brought fo far. "There are
four keys to this orchard, of which my father and
me have each of us one: Fanny has the fourth,

as {uperintendant, and to bring the children here

now and then; the value of which favour is
greatly enhapced by the extreme circum(pection
which is required of them while they are here.
Even Guftin never comes hither without one of
the four : when the two {pring months are over,
in which his labours are ufeful, he fcarce ever
comes hither afterwards, and all the reft we do
ourfelves. * Thus (fzid 1),for fear of making
your birds flaves to you, you makc yourfclves

flaves to your birds.”—*¢ This (fhe repl‘iecl}‘i;' ex-

adtly the fentiment of a tyrant, who never thinks
that he enjoys libérty, but while he m&&urlnng
the freedom of others.” =

~ As we were coming back, M. Wolmar ﬂzﬂw
a handful of barley into the bafon, and on looking
into it, I perceived fome little fith. ¢ Ah, ah
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of war, who have had their lives fpared.’
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(faid I, immediately) here are fome prifoners ne-
verthelels.—* Yes, (faid he) they are prifoners

¥

“ Without doubt (added his wife). Some time
fince, Fanuy ftole two perch out of the kitchen,
and brought them hither without my knowledge.
I leave them here, for fear of offending her if I
fent them to the lake; for it is better to confine
the fith in too narrow a compafs, than to difoblige
a worthy creature.”—% You are in the right
(faid I), and the fith are not much to be pitied
for having efcaped from the frying-pan into the
water.”

“ Well, how docs it appear to you? (faid fhe,
4s we were coming back) are you got to the end
of the world yet?—¢ No (1 replied), [ am quite
out of the world, and you have in truth traniport-
ed me into Elyfium.”—The pompous name {he
has given this orchard (faid M. Wolmar) very
well deferves that raillery. Re modeft 1n your
commendation of childifh amufements, and be af-

~ fured that they have never entrenched on the Cone

cerns of a miftrefs of a family,” —s [ know.it, I
am fure of it (I replied) ; and ehildith amufements
glcaﬁ: me more in this way, than the labours of
men,"” .

+ % Still there is one thing here (I contimued)
which [ cannot conceive, whichis, that thuugh
a place fo different from what it was cap never,

Vou, I, G
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" have been altered to its prefent ftate but by great
care and culture, yet 1 can no where difcover the
leaft trace of cultivation. Every thing is verdant,
frefh, and vigorous, and the hand of the gardener
is no where to be difcerned : nothing contradiéts
the idea of a defert ifland, which ftruck me at my
firft entrance, and [ cannot perceive any footfteps
of men.”— O (faid M. Wolmar), it is becaule
they have taken great pains to efface them. ‘I
have been frequently witnefs to, and fometimes an
accomplice in this roguery. They fow all the
cultivated fpots with grafs, which prefently hides
all appearance of culture. In the winter, they
cover zll the dry and barren fpots with fome
lays of manure; the manure eats up the mofs,
revives the grafs and the plants ; the trees thtm-
felves do not fare the worfe, and in the fummer
there is nothing of it tobe feen. With regard to
the mofs which covers fome of the walks, Lord
B—— fent us the fecret of making it grow
from England. Thefe two fides (he continued)
were enclofed with walls 3 the walls have been

covered, not with hedges, but with thick trees, -

which make the boundaries of the place appear
like the beginning of a wood. The two other
fides are fecured by ftrong thickfet hedges, well
focked with maple, hawthorne, holy-cak, privet,
and other fmall trees, which deftroy the appear-
ance of the hedges, and make them look more like
coppice woods; - You fee nothing here in an ex-
a& row, nothing level ; th=- line never entered
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o ; i r the line ; '
thisplace ; nature plants nothing by the linc; it they fhould

the affe&ted irregularity of the winding walks is

managed with art, in order to prolong the walk, ot have been

to hide the boundaries of the ifland, and to enlarge o eylc\)/lé(
“its extent in appearance, without making incon- ;)nly to be
venient and too frequent turnings#."” fides . nature
Upon confidering the whole, I thought it fome- ule théy are
whai extraordinary that they fhould take fo much \eir reach :
pains to conceal the labourthey had been at ; would it of fore f’ts ,
it not have been better to have taken no fuch ho are in
pains 2 "Notwithftanding all we have told you ) her
(replied Eloifa), you judge of the labour from its 1them , and
" effe&, and you deceive yourfelf. All' that you
fec are wild and vigorous plants, which nced only _
are obliged

to be put into the carth, and which afterwards
fpring up of themfelves. DBefides, nature feems
defirous of hiding her real charms from the fight
of men, becaufe they are too little fenfible of
them, and disfigure them when they are within
their reach; fhe flies from public places; it is Iﬂ
the tops of mountains, in the midft of forefts, in
defert iflands, that fhe difplays her moft a&’*ﬁtmg
charms. They who are in love with her, and
cannot go fo far in purfuit of her, are forced to dq
her violence, by obliging her, in fome meafure, to
come and dwell with them, and all this cannot be
effe&ted without fome degree of illufion.” '
* Like thofe fathionable little woods, fo rﬂ:culmﬂj
twilted, that you are obliged to walk in a z':s:aﬁ m;rm:'ﬂ,

and to make a pirovelfe at every ftep.
G2
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At thefe words, I was ftruck with an idea
which made them laugh. I am fuppofing to
myfelf (faid 1) fome rich man to be mafter of this

houfe, and to bring an architet who is paid an ex-

travagant price for fpoiling nature. With what
difdain would he enter this plain and fimple fpot !
With what contempt would he order thefe rag-
ged plants to be torn up! What fine lines he
would draw. Whar fine walks he would
cut! ——What fine geefe-feet, what fine trees
in the fhape of umbrellas and fans he would
make! What fine arbour-work—nicely cut
out! What beautiful grafs-plats of fine Englith
turfy round, fquare, floping, oval! What fine
yew-trees cut in the fhape of dragons, pagods,

marmofets, and all forts of monflers! With -

what fine vafes of brafs, with what fine fruit in
ftone he would decorate his garden* |”—« When
he had done all this (faid M. Wolmar), he would
have made a very fine place, which would fecarce
ever be frequented, and from whence one fhould
~always go with eagernefs to enjoy the country ;
a difmal place, where nobody would walk, but

only ufe itas a thoroughfare when they were fet-

ting out; whereas, in my rural rambles, I often
make hafte toreturn, that I may walk here.

.1 am p;rkud:d, that fome time hence g-ar;.lm: will be

fumnifhed with nothing belonging to the country ; neither

plants nor trees will be fuffered to grow in them : we fhall
fee nothing but China flowers, baboons, arbeur-work, gra-'

vel of all colours, and fine vafes with nothing in them,
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¢ | fee nothing in thofe extenfive grounds fo
lavithingly ornamented, but the vanity of the pro-
prietor and of the artift, who being eager to dif-
play, the one his riches and the other his talents,
only contribute, at a vait expence, to tire thole
who would enjoy their woitks. A falfe afte of
grandeur, which was never deligned for man,
- poifons all his pleafures. An air of greatnefs has
always fomething meclancholy in it; it leads us
" toconfider the wretchednefs of thofe who affect it.
_ In the midft of thefe grafs plats and fine walks,
the little individual does not grow greater; a tree
twenty feet high will fhelter him as well as one of
fixty* ; he never occupies a fpace of more than
three feet, and in the midft of his immenfe pol-
feffions is loft like a poor worm,
“ There is another tafte direély oppofite to
this, and ftill more ridiculous, becaufe it does not

allow us the pleafure of walking, for which gar.

- ® He might have enlarged on the bad taite of lopping
treesin fuch a ridiculous manner, to make them fhoot inte
the clonds, by taking off their fine tops, by draining the fap,
and preventing their thriving. This method, it is true,
fupplies the gardeners with woud, but it robs the kingdom
of it, which is not overftocked already. One would ima-
give that nature was different in France from what it isin
any other part of the world, they take fo much pains to
dishgure her, The parks are planted with nothing but

long poles ; they are like fo many forefts of mafls, and you .

walk in the midft of woods witheut finding any fhelter. "
G 3 R
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dens were intended.”—¢ [ underﬂ:lﬂ you (faid :

l); you allude to thofe petty virtuofi, who die
away at the fight of a ranuncula, and fall prof
trate before a tulip.” Hereupon, my Lord, I
gave them an account of what happened to me
formerly at London, in the flower-garden into
which we were introduced with fo much cere-
mony, and where we faw all the treafures of Hol=
land difplayed with fo much luftre upon four beds
of dung. I did not forget the ceremony of the
umbrella and the little rod with which they ho-
noured me, unworthy as I was, as well as the
reft of the fpetators. [ mcdeftly acknawledged
how, by endeavouring to appear a virtuofo in my
turn, and venturing to fall in ecftalies at the fight
of a tulip which feemed to be of a fine thape, and
of a lively colour, I was mocked, hooted at, and
hiffed by 2ll the connoiffeurs, and how the florift,
who defpifed the Hower, defpifed its panegyrift
likewife to that degree, that he did not even
deign to look at me all the tim= we were toge-
ther. Iadded, that I fuppofed he highly regretted
Imrmg proftituted his rod and umbrella on one
fo unworthy.”

* Thhis tafte (faid M. Wolmar) when it ﬂege-
nerates into a paffion, has fomething idle and lit-
tle in it, which renders it puerile, and ridicu.
loufly expenfive. The other, at leaft, is noble,
grand, and has fomcthing real in it. But what is
the value of a curious root, which an infeét
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gnaws or fpoils perhaps as foon as it is purchafed,
or of a flower which is beautiful at noon-day, and
fades before fun-fet ; what fignifics a mere imagi-
nary beauty, which is only chvious to the eyes of
virtuofi, and which is a beauty only becaufe they
will have it tobefo? The time will come when
they will require different kinds of beauty in
flowers from that which they feck after at pre-
fent, and with as good reafon; then you will be
the connoiffeur in your turn, and your virtuofo
will appear ignorant. All thefe trifling atten-
tentions, which degenerate into a kind of ftudy,

are unbecoming a rational being, who would.

keep his body in moderate exercife, or relieve his
mind by amufiug himfelf in a walk with his
friends. Flowers were made to delight our
eyes as we pafs along, and not to be {o curioufly
anatomized*. See the queen of them fhine in

every part of the orchard. It perfumes the air,

it ravithes the eyes, and cofls ncither care nor
culture. It is for this reafon that florifts defpife it;
nature has made it fo lovely, that they cannot add

to it any borrowed beauty, and as they cannot

plague themfelves with cultivating it, they find

* The fagacious Wolmar had not fufficicutly refleied.
Was he, who was fo fkilful in judging.of men, fo bad a
juige of nature? Did he not know that if the Author of
Nature difplays his greatnefs in great things, he appears
ftill greater in thole which are the leaft ?
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nothing in it which flatters their fancy. The
miftake of your pretenders to tafte, is that they
are defirous of intreducing art in every thing,
and are pever fatisfied unlefs the art appears;
whereas true tafte confifts in concealing it, el
pecially when it concerns any of the works of
nature. ‘T'o what purpofe are thofe ftraight
gravel walks which we meet with continually ;
and thofe ftars which are fo far from making a
park appear moreextenfive to the view, as is com-
monly fuppofed, that they only contribute awk-
wardly to difcover its boundaries? Do you ever
Adee fine gravel in woods, or is that kind of gravel
fofter to the feet than mofs or down? Does na-
ture conftantly make ufe of the fquare or rule?
Are they afraid left fhe (hould be vifible in fome
fpots, notwithftanding all their care to disfigure
her? Upon the whole, it is droll enough to fee
them affeét to walk in a ftraight line, that they
may looner reach the end, as if they were tired of
walking before they have well begun? Would
not one imagine, by their taking the thorteft cut,
that they were going a journey inftead of a walk,

and that they were ina hurry to get out as fom

as they come in?

% How will 2 man of tafte a&, who lives'to

relifh life, who knows how to enjoy himfelf, who
purfues real and fimple pleafures, and who is in-
clined to make 2 walk before his houfe ? He. will
make it fo convenient and agreeable, that he may
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enjoy it every hour of the day, and yet {0 natural
and fimple, that it will feem as if he had donz no-
thing. He will introduce water, and will make
the walk verdant, cool, and fhady; for nature
herfclf wnites thefe properties. He will beftow
no attention on {ymmetry, which is the bane of
nature and variety, and the walks of gardens in
generﬂ are fo like each other, that we always
fancy ourfelves in the fame. He will make the

ground {mooth, in order to walk more conve--

niently ; but the two fides of his walks will not
be exallly parallel ; their diretion will not al-
ways be re&i-lineal ; they will be {fomewhat ir-
regular, like the fteps of an indolent man, who
faunters in his walk: he will not be anxious
about opening ditant perlpetives, - T'he talte
for pcﬂ'ﬁ&iv: ‘and diftant views procceds from
the difpofition of men in general, who are never
fatisfied with the place where they are. They
are always defirous of what is diftant from them,
and the artift who cannot make them contented
with “the objefts around them, flics to this re-
fource to amufe them ; but fuch a man as I {peak
of is under no fuch inquietudes, and when he i is
agreeably ﬁxoql, he does not defire to be ;lfe-
whese. ' Here, for example, we have no pml;
pect, and we are very well fatished without any.
We are willing to think that all the charms of
nature are enclofed here, and 1 fhould be 'vefy
Gs '
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much 2fraid left a diftant view fhould take off 2
good deal of the beauty from this walk*. Cer-
tainly, he who would not choofc to pafs his days
in this fimple and pleafant place is not mafter of
true tafte; or of a vigorous mind. I confefs that
one-ought not to make a parade of bringing ftran-
gers hither ; ‘but then we can enjoy it uuri'elm,
without fhowing it to any one.”

% Sir(faid 1) thofe rich people who have fuch
fine gardens have very good reafons for not choof-
ing to walk alone, ‘or to be in company with
themfelves only ; therefore, they are in the right
to lay them out for the pleafure of others. Be-
fides, I have feen gardens in China, made after

* ] do not know whethet there has ever been an attempt
to givea slight curve to thefe long walks, that the eye may
rot be able to reach the end of the walk, and that the
oppofite extremity may be hid from the [peflator. Tt is
true, the beauty of the profpedts in perfpe@tive would be
loft by thefe means ; but prnprﬂuts would reap one ad-
vantage which they generally prize at a high rate, which is
that of making their grounds more extenfive in appearance;
and, in the midf of a ftarry plot thus bounded, one might
think himfclf in a vaft park. I am perfuaded that the
walk would be lefs tirefome, though more l'nhlarjr, for,

‘whatever gives play to the imagination, excites ideas, and
nourifhes the mind : butgardeners are people who have no
idea of thele things, How often, in a rural {pot, would

‘the pencil drop from their hands, as it did from Le Noftre's
in St. Jame's Park, if they knew like him what gave life
to nature, and interefted the beholder | .
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your tafte, and laid out with fo much art, that the
art was not feen; but in fuch a coftly manner,
and kept up at fuch a valt expence, that that fingle
idea deftroyed all the pleafure I had in viewing
them. There were rocks, grottos, and artificial
cafcades, in level and (andy places, where there
was nothing but fpring-water ; there were flow-
‘ers and curious plants of all the climates in China
and Tartary, colle@ed and cultivated in the fame
foil, It is true, there were no fine walks or re-
gular compartments ; but you might fee curiofi-
ries heaped together with profufion, which in na-
ture are only to be found feparate and fcartered.
Nature was there reprefented under a thoufand
various forms, and yet the whole taken together
was not natural. Here neither carth nor ftone
are tranfplanted; you have neither pumps nor re-
fervoirs; you have no occafion for green-houfes,
or ftoves, or bell-glafles, or ftraw-beds. A plain
- fpotof ground has heen improved by a few fimple
ornaments, A few common herbs and trees, and
a few purling ftreams, which flow without pomp
or conftraint, have contributed to embellifh it.
It is an amufement which has coft little trouble,
and the fimplicity of it is an additional pleafure to
the beholder. I can conceive that this place
might be made fill ‘more agreeable, and yet be
infinitely lefs pleafing to me. Such, for exam-
ple, is Lord Cobham’s celebrated park at Stowe.
Gé i F IR
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It confifts of places extremely beautiful and pic-
turefque, modelled after the fathion of different
countries, and in which every thing appears na-
tural except their conjunction, as in the gardens
sof China, which 1 juft now mentioned. The
proprietor who made this ftately folitude has even
erected ruins, temples, old buildings ; and differ-
ent ages,as well as different places, are colle@ted
with more than mortal magnificence. This is
the very thing I diflike. I would have the amufe-
ments of mankind carry an air of cale with them
which does not put one in mind of their weak-
nefs, and that while we admire thefe curiofities,
our imagination may not be difturbed by refle&-
ing on the vaft fums of money and labour they
have coft. Are we not deftined 1o trouble
enough, without making eur amufements a fa-
tigue ? ;
¢ I have but one objettion (added I, looking at
Eloifa) to make to your Elifium, but which you
will probably think of fome weight, which is,
that it is a fuperfluous amufement. To what
- purpofe was it to make a new walk, when you
have fuch beautiful groves on the other fide of
the houfe, which you neglect ”— That is truc
(faid fhe) fomewhat difconcerted, but I like this
better,”—* If you had thoroughly refle¢ted on
the propricty of your queftion before you had
made it (faid M. Wolmar, interrupting us), it
might be imputed to you as more than an indif-
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cretion. My wife has never fet ber foot in thofe
groves fince fhe has been married. I know the
reafon, though fhe has always kept it a fecret
ﬁ‘am me. You, who arc no ftranger to it, learn

to refpect the fpot where you are; it has been
phnted by the hands of virtue,”

I had fcarce received this jufl reprimand, wh:n
the little family, led by Fanny, camein as we
were going out. Thefe three lovely children
ran and embraced their parents ; I likewfe (hared
their little carefles. Eloifa and I returned into
Elyfium, to take a little turn with them ; and af-
terwards went to join M, Wolmar, who was
talking to fome workmen. In our way, fhe told
me, that fhe no fooner became a mother, than an
idea ftruck into her mind, with refpet to that
walk, which increaled her zeal for embellifhing
it.” I had an eye (faid fhe) tothe health and amufe.
ment of my childrenas they grew up. It requires
more care than labour to keep up this place; it
is more effential to give a certain turn to the
branches of the plants, than to dig and cultivate
the ground : 1 intend one day to make .gardeners
of my little ones : they fhall have fufficient ex-

-ercife to {trengthen their conftitution, and not

~enough to cnfeeble it.  Befides, what is toe much-

~what pleafurc 1 enjoy in imagining my infants.

for their age fhall be done by others, and they
fhall confine themfelves to fuch little works as
may amufe them. Icannot deflcribe (fays fhe)
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bufy in returning thofe little attentions which I
now beftow on them with fuch fatisfaction, and
the joy of which their tender hearts will be ful-
ceptible, when they {ee their mother walking
with delight under the fhades which have been
formed by their own hands. In truth, my friead
(faid the) with an affe&ing tone, time thus {pent
is an emblem of the felicity of the next world,
and it was not without reafon, that, refleéting on
thefe fcenes, I chriftened this placé before-hand
by the name of Elyfium,” My Lord, this incom-

parable woman is as amiable in the charalter of a

mother asin that of a wife, a friend, a daughter ;
and to the eternal punifhment of my foul, the
was thus lovely when my miftrefs.

Tranfported with this delightful place, I en-
treated them in the evening to confent that, dur-
ing my ftay, Fanny fhould entruft me with her
key, and configh to me the office of feeding the
birds. Eloifa immediately fent a fack of grain to
my chamber, and gave me her own key. [ can-
not tell for what reafon, but I accepted it with a
kind of concern, and it feemed as if M, Wolmar's
would have been more acceptable to me. -

In the morning, I role early, and with all the
eagernefls of a child, went to lock myfelf in the

defart ifland. ‘W hat agreeable ideas did I hopeto

carry with'me into that folitary place, where the
mild afpetof nature alone was fufficient to banith

from my semembrance all that new coined fyftem
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which had made me fo miferable! All the objects
around me will be the work of her whom I adored.
Inevery thing about me I fhall behold her image ;
1 fhall fee nothing which her hand has not
touched ; Ithallkifs the flowers which have been
her carpet; I fhall inhale, with the morning
dew, the air which the has breathed; the tafte
the has difplayed in her amufements will bring
all her charms prefent to my imagination, and

inevery Iiung fhe will appear the Eloifa of my
foul,

As 1 -entered Ilyﬁum with this temper of
mind, I fuddenly recolleGted the laft word which
M. Welmar faid to me yeflerday very near the
fame fpot. T'he recollettion of that fingle word
inftantly changed my whole frame of mind, I
thought that [ beheld the image of virtue, where
I expeéted to find that of pleafure, That image
intruded on my imagination with the charms of
Mrs. Wolmar, and for the firft time fince my re-

- turn, I faw Eloifa in her abfence; not fuch asthe

appeared to me formerly, and as I ftill love to

repreferit her, but fuch as the appears to my dyes,

every day. My lord, 1 imagined that I beheld
that amiable, that chafte, that virtuous woman,

‘in the midft of the trzin which furrounded her yel-

terday. 1faw thofe threelovely children,’thofe
hofourzble and precious pledges of con]ugal

union and tender friendthip, play about her, and
give and receive a thoufand affecting embraces;
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At her fide I beheld the grave Wolmar, that hal-
band fo beloved, fo happy, and fo worthy of feli-
city. I imagined that I could perceive his judi-
cious and penetrating eye pierce to the very bot-

tom of my foul, and make me bluth again; I fan-

cied that I heard him utter reproaches which I
too well deferved, and repeat lectures which I
had attended in vain. Laft in her train Il faw
Fanny Regnard, a lively inftance of the triumph
of virtue and humanity over the moft ardent paf-
fion. Ah! what guilty thought could reach fo
far as her, through fuch an impervious guard!
With what indignation I fupprefled the thameful
tranfports of a criminal, and fcarce extinguifhed
paffion, and how I fhould have defpifed myfelf had
I contaminated fuch a ravifhing fcen= of honour
and innocence with a fingle figh. I recalled to
mind the reflections the made as we were going
out; then my imagination attending her into that
futurity on which fhe delights to contemplate, I
faw that affeCtionate mother wipe the {weat from
her children’s for¢ heids, kifs their ruddy checks,
and devote that heart, which was formed for
Jove, to the moft tender fentiments of nature,
There was nothing, cven to the very name of
~ Elyfium, but what contributed to re@ify my ram-
- bling imagination, and to infpire my foul with a
calm far preferable to the agitation of the moff
fedutive paffions.. The word Elyfium feemed
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to me an emblem of the purity of her mind who
adopted it ; and I concluded that the would never
have made choice of that name, had the been tor-
mented with a troubled confcience. *¢ Peace
(faid 1), reigns in the inmoft recefles of her foul,
as in this alylum which the has named.”

I propofed to myfelf an agreeable reverie, and
my refletions there were more agreeable even
than I expeted. 1 paffed two hours in Elyfium,
which were not “inferior to any time I ever
fpent. In obferving with what rapidity and de-
light they pafled away, I perceived that there
was a kind of felicity in meditating on honeft re<
fle@tions, which the wicked never know, and
which confifts in being pleafed with one’s felf.
If we were to refle&t on this without prejudice,
I do rot know any othcr pleafure can equal it.
I perceive, at leaft, that one who loves folitude, as
I do, ought to be extremely cautious not to do
any thing which may make it tormenting. Per-
haps thefe principles may lead us to difcover the
“fpring of the falfe judgmcnt of mankind with re-
gard to vice and virtuc; for the enjoyment of
virtue is all internal, and is only perceived by
him who feels it: butall the advantages of vice
ftrike the imagination of other, and only he who
~ bas purchafed them knows what they coft,
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Se¢ a ciafcun U interno affanne
81 legeffe in fromie [critio,
Quanti mai, che invidia fanne
Ci farebberro pieta * ¥
The aching heart and fmiling face
Thus may our envy move,

‘Which, did we know the wretched's cafe,
Would our compafiion prove.

As it grew late before I perceived ity M. Wel-

mar came to join me, and acquaint me that
Eloifa and the tea waited for me. * It’is you
yourfelves (faid 1, making an apology) who pre-

vented my coming fooner: 1 was fo delighted

with the evening I fpent yefterday, that I went
thither again to enjoy this morning; luckily
there is no harm done, and as you have waited
for me, my morning is not loft.”—¢ That is true
(faid M. Wolmar); it would be better to wait
till noon, than lofe the pleafure of breakfafting

together. Srangers are never admitted into my

* He might have added the conclufion, which is very

fine, and as appofite to the fubjeft.
Siwedria cke i lor hemice
Anno in feno, ¢ fi reduce
Nel parere a noi felici
Ogni lor felicita.
So when, reduc’d or bent with years,
Poor mortals figh for reft,

Each, wretched as he yet appears,
 With fomething {il is bleft,
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room in the morning, but breakfalt in their own.
Breakfaft is the repaft of intimates, fervants are
excluded, and impertinents never appear at that
time 3 we then declate all we think, we reveal
all our fecrets, we difguift none of our fenti-
ments; we can then enjoy the delights of inti-
macy and confidence, without indifcretion, It is
almoft the only time in which we are allowed to
appear what we really are: why cannet it laft
the day through !"—Ah Eloifa! (I was ready to
fay) this is an interefting with! but I was filent,
The frft thing Ilearnt to fupprefs with my
Jove, was flattery. To praife people to their
face is but to tax them with vanity. You know,
my lord, whether Mrs. Wolmar deferves this re-
proach. No; Irefpect her oo much, not to re-
fpe&t her filence. Is it not a fufficient commen-
dation of her, to liften to her, and obferve her
conduct ? )

e e
LETTER CXXXIL

' FEOM MRE. WOLMAR TO MRS. ORRE.

It is decreed, my -dear friend, that you are on
all occafions to be my proteétrefs againft myfelf,

and that after having delivered me from the

fnares which my affections laid for me, you are
vet to refcue me from thofe which reafon fpreads
to cntrapme, After fo many cruel inftances, 1
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have learned to guard againit miftakes, as much
as againft my paflions, which are frequently the

caufe of them. Why had I not the fame pre--

caution always! If in time paft I had relied lefs
on the light of my own underftanding, I fhould
have had lefs reafon to blufh at my fentiments.

Do not be alarmed at this preamble. I fhould
be unworthy your frindfhip, if I was flill under
a neceflity of confulting you upon difmal fubjeéis.
Guilt was always a ftranger to my heart, and I
dare belicve it to be more diftant from me now
than ever. Therefore, Clara, attend to me pa-
tiently, and believe that 1 fhall never need your
advice in difficulties which honour alone can re-
folve. .

During thefe fix years which I have lived with
M. Wolmar in the moft perfet union which can
fubfift between a married couple, you know that
he never talked to me cither about his family, os
‘himfelf, and that having received him from a fa-

ther as folicitous for his daughter’s happinefs as
jealous of the honour of his family, I never ex-
“prefled any eagernefs to know more of his con-
cerns than he thought proper to communicate.
Satished with being indebted to him for my ho-

nour, my repofe, my reafon, my children, and all -

that can render me eftimable in my own eyes, be-
fides the life of him who gave me being, I was
convinced that the particulars concerning him,
to which I was a ftranger, would not falfify what
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I knew of him, and there was no occafion for my
knowing more, in order to love, efteem, and ho-
nour him, as much as poifible. :
This morning at breakfaft he propofed our
taking a little walk before the heat of the day
came on; then, under a pretence of not going
through the country in a morning difhabille, as

he faid, he led us into the woods, and exalltly into

that wood where all the misfortunes of my life’

commenced. © As I approached thar fatal fpot, I =

felt a violent palpitation of heart, and thould have
refufed to have gone in, if fhame had not checked
me, and if the recolleétion of a word which
dropped the other day in Elyfium had not made
me dread the interpretations which might have
been pafled on fuch a refufal. I do not know
whether the philofopher was more compofed ;
but fome time after, having caft my eyes upon
him by chance, I found his countenance pale and

altered, and I cannot exprefs to you the uneafinefs

it gave me,

- On entering into the wood, T perceived my
bHufband caft a glance towards me, and fmile.
He fat down between us, and after a moment’s
paufe, taking us both by the hand, “My dear
children (faid hc) I begin to perceive that
my fchemes will not be fruitlefs, and that we
three may be conneéted by a lafting attachment,
capable of promoting our common good, and
procuring me fome comfort to alleviate the trou.
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bles of approaching old age : but I am better ac=
quainted with you two than you are with me ; it
is but jult to make every thing equal among us,
and though I have nething very interefting to
impart, yet as you have no fecrets hidden from
me, 1 will have none concealed from you.”

He then revealed to us the myltery of his
birth, which had hitherto been known to ne
one but my father. When you are acquainted
with ity you will imagine what great temper
and moderation 2 man muft be mafter of, who
was able to conceal fuch a fecret from his wife
during fix years; but it is no pain to him to
keep fuch a fecret, and he thinks too flightly of
it, to be obliged to exert any vaft efforts 1o con-
ceal it. _

¢ I will not detain you (faid he) with relat-
ing the occurrences of my life. It is of lefs im-
portance to you to be acquainted with my ad-
ventures than with my character. 1'he former
are fimple in their nature like the latter; and
when you know what I am, you will eafily
imagine what I was capable of doing. My
mind is paturally calm, and my affeltions tem-
perate. I am one of thofe men whom people
think they reproach when they call them infen-
fible; that is, when they upbraid them with
having no paflion which may impel them to
fwerve from the true direction of human nature.
Being but little fufceptible of pleafure or griefy I
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reccive but faint impreflions from thof: intereft-
ing fentiments of bhumanity, which make the
affeCtions of others our own. If I feel uneafinefs
when I fee the worthy in diftrefls, it is not with-
out reafon that my compafion is moved, for when
1 fee the wicked fuffer, 1 have no pity for them.
My only aétive principle is a natural love of
order, and the concurrence of the accidents of
fortune, with the condué of mankind well com-
bined together, pleafes me exactly like beautiful
fymmetry in a picture, or like a piece well repre-
fented on the ftage. 1f I bave any ruling paffion,
it is that of obfervation : I love to read the hearts
of mankind. As my own feldlom mifleads me,
as I make my obfervations with a difinterefted and
difpaflionate temper, and as I have acquired fome
fagacity by long experience, I am feldom de-
ceived in my judgment ; this advantage, there-
fore, is the only recompence which felf-love re-
ceives from my conftant ftudies: for I am not
fond of acting a part, but only of obferving
others. Society 1s agreeable to me for the fake
of contemplation, and not as a member of it,
If I could alter the nature of my heing, and be-
come a living eye, I would willingly make the
‘exchange,  Therefore, my indifference about
mankind does not make me independent of them ;
without being lolicitous to be feen, I want to fee
‘them, and though they are not l:lenr to me, they
are neceflary. .
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“ The two firft charadters in fociety which I
had an opportunity of eblerving, were courtiers
and valets; two orders of men who differ more
in appearance than fadt, but fo little worthy of
being attended to, and fo eafily read, that I was

tired of them at firft fight., By quitting the

court, where every thing is prefently feen, I fe-
cured myfelf, without knowing it, from the dan-
ger which threatened me, and which I fthould not
have efcaped. 1 changed my name, and having
a defire to be acquainted with military men, I
folicited admiffion into the fervice of a foreign
ptince ; it was there that I had the happinefs of
being ufeful to your father, who was impelled by
defpair for having killed his friend, to expofe him-
felf rafhly and contrary tohis duty. The grate-
~ ful and fufceptible heart of a brave officer bepan

then to give me a better opinion of human nature,

He attached him(:If to me with that =zealous
friendfhip which it was impofiible for me not to
return, and from that time we formed connexions

which have every day grown ftronger. I difco- -

vered in this new ftate of my mind, that intereft
is not always, as I had fuppefed, the fole motive
which influences human condu, and that among
the crowd of prejudices which are oppofite to
virtue, there are fome likewife which are favour-
able to it.  Ifound that the general charalter of
mankind was founded on a kind of felf-love indif-
ferent in itfelf, and either good or bad according
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_ e the accidents which modify it, and which de- et
pend on cuftoms, laws, rank, fortune, and every I:e lee ’
l circumftance relative to human policy. I, there- a5 in
fore, indulged my inclination, and defpifing the nyfelf for
1 vain notions of worldly condition, I fucceflively ) 2 variety
] threw myfelf into all the different fituations in o o
| life, which might enable me to compare them ch ano
together, and know one by theother. I per-
ceived, as you have obferved in one of your letters ,
(faid he to St. Preux) that we [ee nothing if we tlofophy
reft fatisfied with looking on ; that we ought to ‘Picteld-
a&l ourfelves in order to judge of men’s actions, ’ tb;tthzve

and I made myfelf an allor, te qualify mylelf for :
itive
a [pectator. We can always lower ourfelves \fthis
with eafe ; and1 {tooped to a variety of fituations
which no man of my flation ever condefcended to.
I even became a peafant; and when Eloifa made
mc her gardencr, fhe did not find me fuch a no-
vice in the bufinefs as the might have expeéted.
. % Befides gaining a thorough knowledge of
mankind, which indolent philolophy only attains
in appearance, I found another advantage, which
I never expefled.  This was the opportunity it
afforded me of improving, by an ative lifz, that
love of order 1 derived from nature, and of ac-
quiring a new relifh for virtue, by the pleafure of
contributing towards it. This fentiment made
me les (peculative, attached me fomewhat more -
to myfelf, and from anatural confequence of this
Vor. 1L H i '
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progrefs, I perccived that [ was alone. Solitude*
which was always tirefome to me, became hideous
and 1 could not hope to efcape it long. Though
I did not grow lefs difpaffionate, 1 found the want
of fome connexion; the idea of decay, without any
one to comfort me, afflicted me by anticipation,
and for the firlt time in my life, I experienced me-
lanchnl}r and uneafinefs. 1 communicated my’
troubles to the Baron d’Erange. * Y ou muft not
(faid he) grow an old bachelor. I myfclf, after
having lived independent as it were, in a flate of
 matrimony, find that I havea defire of returning to
the duties of a hufband and a father,and [ am go-
ing to repofe myfelfin the midft of my family. It
depends on yourfelf to make my family your own,
and to fupply the place of the fon whom [ have
loft.  Ihave an only daughter to marry ; fhe is

not deftitute of merit ; the has z fenfibility of

mind, and the love of her duty makes her love
every thing relative toit. She is neither a beau-
ty nor a prodigy of underftanding ; but come and
{ee her, and believe me, that if fhe does not affelt

you, no woman will ever make an impreflionon -

you.” I came, [ faw you, Eloifa, and found that
your father had reported modeftly of you. Your
traniports, the tears of joy you fhed when you
embraced him, gave me the firft, or rather the
" only emotion I ever experienced in mylife. If

the impreflion was flight, it was the onlyone [

felt, and our fenfations are {trong only in propor-
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tion to thof¢ which oppofc them. Three years

_abfence made no change in my inclinations. 1

was no ftranger to the ftate of yours on my re-
turn, and on this occafion I muft make you a re-
turn for the confefion which has coft you io
dear.”  Judge,my dear Clara, with what extra-
ordinary furprife T learnt that all my fecrets had
been difcovered to him before our marriage, and
that he had wedded me, knowing me t be” th=
property of another.

®¢ This condutt (continued M, Wolmar) was
unpardonable, I offended againft delicacy ; I fin-
ned againft prudence ; I expofed your honour and
my own; I fhould have been apprehenfive of
plunging you and myfelf into irretrievable cala-
mities; but I loved you, and I loved nothing but

- you. Every thing elfe was indifferent to me,

How is it poflible to reftrain a paflion, beit ever
fo weak, when it has no counterpoife? This is
the inconvenience of calm and difpaflionate tem-
pers.” Every thing goes right while their infenfi-

bility fecuresthem from temptations ; but if one
l_'lﬂppﬂﬂs to .touch  them, they are conquered as
foonas they are attacked, and reafon, which go-
verns while fhe fways alone, has no power to re-
fift the flighteft cffort. I was tempted but once,

and | gave way to it. If the intoxication of any _

other paffion had rendered me wavering, I fhould

have fallen, every falfe ftep I took ; nonc but fpl-
Ha :
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rited fouls are able to ftruggle and conquer. AMN
great cftorts, all fublime actions, are their pro-
vince; cool reafon never achieved any thing il-
luftrious, and we can only triumph over our pai-
fions by oppofing one againft another. “When
virtue gains the alcendancy fhe reigns alone, and
keeps all in due peife ; this forms the true philo-
fopher, who is as much expofed to the affaults of
paflion as another, but who alone_ is capable of
fubduing them by their own force, as a pilot ficers'
through adverfe winds.

“ You find that I do not attempt to extenuate

my fault ;. had it been one, I fhould infallibly have

committed it; but I knew you, Eloifa, and was
guilty of none when I married you, I perceived
that all my profpe& of happinefs depended on you
alone, and that if any one was capable of making
you happy, it was myfelf.. I knew that peace
and innocence were cflential to your mind, that
the affetion with which it was pre-engaged
could not afford them, and that nothing could
banith love but the horror of guilt. 1 faw that
your foul Jabeured under an oppreffion which it
could not fhake off but by fome new ftruggle, and
that to make you fenfible how valuable you flill
were, was the only way to render you truly efti-
mable,

¢ Your heart was formed for Inve, I, there-
fore, flighted the difproportion of age, which ex-
€luded me from a right of pretending to that af.
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fe&tion, which he who was the object of it could
. not enjoy, and which it was impoffible to gbtain
for any other. On the contrary, findingmy life
half fpent, and that I had been fulceptible but of
a lingle impreffion, I concluded that it would be
lating, and I pleafed mylelf with the thoughts of
preferving it the reft of my days. In all my te-
dious fearches, I found nothing fo eftimable as
yourfelf ; I thought that what you could not ef.
fe€t noone in the world cou'd accomplifh ; I ven-
tured to rely on your virtue, and I married you.
The fecrefy you oblerved did not furprife me: I
knew the reafon, and from your prudent conduél
I guefled how long it would laft. From 2 regard

to you, I copied your referve, and I would not"

deprive you of the honour of one day making me
a confeflion, which I plainly perceived was at
your tongue’s end every minute, I have not
been deceived in any particular ; you have fully
anfwered all I expected from you. When I made
choice of a wife, I defired to find in ker an ami-
able, difcreet, and happy companion. The firft
two requifites have been obtained. I hope, my
dear, that we fhall not be difappointed of the
third.”

At thefe words, in fpite of all my endeavours
not to interrupt him by my tears, I could not
forbear throwing myfelf round his neck, and cry-

ing out, * O my dear hufband ! O thou beft and
TRy -
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moft amiable of men! tell me what is wanting te
complete my happinefs; but to promote your feli-
city, and to be more deferving.”—* You are as
happy as you can be (faid he, interruptingme);
you delerve to be fo ; but it is time to enjoy that
felicity in peace, which has hitherto coft you fuch
vaft pains. Ifyour fidelity had been all I requir-

ed, that would have been infured the moment you

made me the promife; I wanted, moreover, to
make it ealy and agrecable to you, and we have
bath laboured to this end in concert, without
communicating our views to each other. . Eloifa,
we have {ucceeded better than you imagine, per-
haps. The only fault I find in you is, that you
do not refume that confidence which you have a
right to repole in yourfelf, and that you under-
value your own worth. Extreme difidence is as
dangerous as exceflive confidence,  As that rafh-
nefs which prompts us to attempts beyond our
ftrength renders our power ineffectual, fo that ti-
midity which prevents us from relying on our-
felves, renders it ufelefs. True prudence con-
fifts in being thoroughly acquainted with the mea-
fure of our own power, and aéting up to it. You
have acquired an increafe of ftrength by chang-
" ing your condition. You are no longer that un-
" fortunate girl who bewailed the weaknels fhein-
dulged; you are the moflt virtucus of womien ;
you are bound by no laws but thofc of honour
and duty ; and the only fault that can now be im-
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puted to you is, that you retain too lively a fenfe
of your former indifcretions. Inftead’ of taking
reproachful precautions againﬁ: yourlelf, learn to
depend upon yourfelf, and your confidence will
increalc your ftrength. ' Banifh that injurious
diffidence, and think yourfelf bappy in having
made cheice of an honeft man, atan age which is
liable to impofition, and in having entertained a
lover formerly, whom you may now enjoy as a
friend, even under vour hufband’seye. I was no
fooner made acquainted with your connexions
than I judged of you by each other. I perceived
what enthufiaftic delufion led you aftray ; it nevey
operates but on fufceptible minds; it fometimes
ruins them, but it is by a charm which has power
to feduce them alone. I judged that the fame
turn of mind which formed your attachment
would break it as foon as it became criminal, and
that vice might find an entrance, but never take
root in fuch hearts as yours.

« | conceived moreover, that the connexion
between you ought not to be broken ; that there
were fo many laudable circumftances attending
your mutual attachment, that it ought rather to
be reftificd than deftroyed; and that neither of
the two could forget the other, without dimi-
nibing their own worth. 1 knew that great
ftruggles only ferved to inflame ftrong paffions,
and if violent efforts exercife the mind, they oc-

H 4
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cafion fuch torments as by ~their continuanece
might fubdue it. I took advantage of Eloifa’s
gentlenels to moderate the feverity of her reflec-
tions. I nourifhedher friendfhip for you (faid he
to 5t. Preux); I banifhed all immoderate paffion,
and I believe that I have preferved you a greater
fhare of her affections than fhe would have left
you had I abandoned her entirely to herfelf,

¢« My fuccefs encouraged me,and I determined
to attempt your cure as I had accomplifhed hers;
for I hadan efteem for you, and notwithftanding
the prejudices of vice, I have always obferved that
every good end is to be obtained from {ufceptible
minds, by means of confidence and fincerity, I
faw you; you did not deceive me; you will not
deceive me ; and though you are not yet what
you ought to be, I find you more improved than
you imagine,and I am better fatisfied with you

than you are with }'uurfclﬂ‘ I know that my

conduét has an extravagant appearance, and is re-
pugnant to the common received principles. But
maxims become lefs general, in proportjon as we
- are better acquainted with the human heart ; and
Eloifa’s hufband ought not,to act like common
men. My dear children (faid he, with a tone
the more affecting as it came from a difpaflionate
man), remain what you are, and we fhall all be
happy. Danger confifts chiefly in opinion; be
not afraid of yourfelves, and you will have no-
thing to apprehend ; only think on the prefent,
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#nd I will an{wer for the future. I cannot com-
municate any thing further to-day, but if my
fchemes fucceed, and my hopes do not betray me,
our deftiny will be better fulfilled, and you tos
will be much hII.p'PlCI:' than if you had enjoyed cach

other.”
As we rofe; he embraced us, and would have

us likewife embrace each other, on that {pot—on

that very fpot where formerly——Clara, O my
dear Clara, how dearly have you ever loved me!
I made no refiftance. Alas ! how indifcreet would
it have been to have made any! This kifs was
nothing like that which rendered the grove ter-
rible to me. I iilently congratulated mylelf, and
I found that my hecart was more changed than I
had hitherto ventured to imagine.

As we were walking towards home, my huf-
band, taking me by the hand, ftopped me, and
fhowing me the wood we had juft left, he faid to
me, fmﬂiné, « Eloifa, be no longer afraid of this
afylum ; it has not been lately prophaned.” You
will not believe me, coufin, but I fwear that he
has fome fupernatural gift of reading one’s inmoft
thoughts : may -Heaven continue it to him!—
Having fuch reafon to defpife myfelf, it is cer-
tainly to this art that I am indebted for his indul-
gence,

You do not fec yet any occafion I have for
your advice ; patience, my angel ! T am coming.

Hs
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178 ELOISA.

to that point; but the converfation which I have
related was neceflary to clear up what follows,
On our return, my hufband, who has long been
::p:&r:d at ktange, told me that he propofed go-
ing thither to-morrow, that he fhould fee yeu in
his way; and that he thould ftay there five or fix
days. Without faying all I thought concerning
fuch an ill-timed j journey, I told him, that [ ima-

gmed the neceffity was not fo indifpenfible asto
oblige M. Wolmar to leave bis gueft, whom he

had himfelf invited to his houfe, Wnuld you
have me (he replied), ufe ceremony with him, to
remind him that he is not at home? I am like
the Valaifans for hofpitality. I hope he will find
their fincerity here,and allow us to ufe their free-
dom.” Perceiving that he would not underftand
me, I tock another method, and endeavoured to
perfuade our gueft to take the journey with him.
“You will ind a fpot (faid I) which has its
beauties, and fuch as you are fond of; you will
vifit my patrimony, and that of my anceftors ; the
interclt you take in every thing which concerns
me, willnot allow me to fuppofe that fuch a2 fight
can be indifferent to you.” My mouth was open
to add, that the caltle was like that of Lord
B——,— who . . . but luckily | had time to bite
my tongue. He anlwered me coolly, that 1 was
in the right, and that he would do as I pleafed.
But M. Wolmar, who feemed determined to

drive me to an cxtremity, replied, that he fhould
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ELUIS;’:. 179
do what was moft agreeable to himfelf. * W hich

do you like beft, to go or to ftay !”— To ftay,”™

(faid he, without hefirating). ¢ Well, ftay then
(rejoined my hufband, taking him by the hand):
you are a fincere and honeit man, and I am well
pleafed with that declaration.” “I'here was no
rovmn: for much altercation between my hufband
and me, and in the hearing of this third perfof.
1 was filent, but could not conceal my unealinefs
fo well but my hufband perceived it. ¢ What!
(faid he, with an air of difcontent, St. Pruex being
at a little diffance from us) fhall 1 have pleaded
your caule againft yourfelf in vain, and will Mrs.
Wolmar remain fatisfied with a virtue which de-
pends on opportunity { For my part, I am more
nice; I will be indebted for the fidelity of my
wife to her affection, not to chance ; and it is not
enough that {he is conftant, it wounds my deli-
cacy o think that the fhould doubt her con-
ftancy.” .

At length he took us into his clofet, where I
was extremely furprifed to fee him ' take from a
drawer, along with the copies of fome of pur
fricnd’s correfpondences, which I delivered to

him, the very original letters which I thoughet T

had feen burned by B in my mother’s room.
“ Here (faid he to me, fhowing them to us) are
the pledges of my lecurity ; if they deceive me,

it would be a folly to depend on any thing which
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180 ELOISA.

concerns human nature.. I confign my wife and
my honour in tharge to her, who, when fingle
and feduced, preferred an a& of benevolence to a
fecure and private rendezvous. I truft Eloifa,
now that the is a wife and a mother, to him; who,
when he had it in his power to gratify his de-
fires, yet knew how to refpeét Eloifa when fin-
gle, and a fond girl. . If either of you think fo
meanly of yourfelves, as to fuppofe that I am in
‘the wrong, fay fo, and I retrad this inftant.”
Coufin, do you think that one could eafily venture
to make anfwer to {fuch a fpeech.

I neverthelefs fought an opportunity, in the af-
ternoon, of {fpeaking with my hufband in private,
and without entering into rcafons which I was
not at liberty to urge, I only entreated him to

put off his journey for two days. My requelt -

was granted immediately, and I employ the time
in fending you this exprefs, and waiting for your
anfwer, to know how I am to aét.

I know that [ need but defire my hufband not

to goatall, and he who never denied me any thing
will not refufe.me fo flight a favour.  But I per-
ceive, my dear, that he takes a pleafure in the
confidence he repofes in me, and I am afraid of
forfeiting fome fhare of his efleem, if he fhould
fuppole that I have occafion for more referve than
he allows me. I know, likewife, that I need but
fpeak a word to St. Preux, and that he will ac-
company my hufband without hefitation; but

Gougle

her , who ,
and private

lllin he had 1t

: ]

1en fin gle ,
ppole that I
';:ink that one

d
th my

at liberty to
{uelt was

5, and

but defire

|

' Ot refule me

' a1the
Of his
L he allows
that he will




P ————

ELOLS A, 181

what will my hufband think of the change, and
can I take fuch a ftep without preferving an air
of authority over St. Preux, which might feem
to entitle him to fome privileges in his turn? Be-
fides, I am afraid, left he fhould conclude from
this precaution, that 1 find it abfolutely neceflary,
and this ftep, which at firft fight appears moft
ealy, is the moft dangcrous perhaps at the bottom.,
Upon the whole, however, I am not ignorant
that no conflideration fhould be putin competi-
tion with a real danger; butdoes this danger exift
in falt? This is the very doubt which you muft
refolve for me. .

The more I examine the prefent fate of my
mind, the more I find to encourage me. My
heart is fpotlefs, my confcience calm; I have no
{fymptoms of fear or uneafinels; and with refpect
to every thing which pafles within me, my fince-
rity before my hufband cofls me no trouble. Not
but that certain involuntary recollections fome-
times occafion tender emotions, from which I had
rather be exempt; but thele recolletions are fo

far from being produced by the fight of him who .

was the original caufe of them, that they feem to
be lefs frequent fince his return; and however
agreeable it is to me to {ee him, yet I know not

from what {trange humour, it is more agreeable

to me to think of him. In aword, I find thatl
do not even require the aid of virtue, in order to
%e compofed in his prefence, and, exclufive of the
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horror of guilt, it would be very difficult to re-

vive thole femtiments which virtue has extin-

guifhed,

But is it fufficient, my dear, that my heart en-
courages me, when reafon ought to alarm me? I
have forfeited the right of d-:pcnding on my own
ftrength. Whe will anfwer that my confidence,
even now, is not anillufion of vice! How fhall I
rely on thofe fentiments which have fo often de-
ceived me? Does not guilt always fpring from
- that pride which prompts us to defpile tempta-
tion; and when we defy thofe dangers which
have cecalioned our fall, does it not fhow a difpo-
fition to vield again to temptation ?

Weigh all thefe circumitances, my dear Clara,
you will find that though they may be trifling in
themfelves, they are of fufficient importance to
merit attention, when you confider the objelt
they concern.  Deliver me from the uncertainty

into which they have thrown'me.  Show me how

I muft behave in this critical conjunclure; for
my paft errors have affeted my judgment, and
rendered me difident in deciding upon any thing.
Whatever you may think of yourfelf, your mind,
I am certain, is tranquil and compofed ; objedlts

prefent themfelves to you fuch as they are; but

in mine, which is agitated like a troubled fea,
they are confounded and disfigured. I no longer
~ dare to depend upon any thing I fee, or any thing
1 feel, and, notwithftanding fo many years re-
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‘pentance, I -perceive, with concern, that the
weight of paft failings is 2 burden we muft bear
~ to the end of our lives,

e
—— e e e I P ]

LETTER CXXIL ,

AXSWER. :
Poor Eloifa! ‘EHLth fo much reafon to live at

eafe, what torments you continually create! All |

thy misfortunes come from thylelf, O Ifrael! If
you adhered to your own maxims ; if; in point of
fentiment, you only hearkened to the voice within
you, and your heart did but filence your reafon,
you would then, wichout fcruple, truft to that [c-
curity it infpires, and you would not conitrain
yourlelf againft the teftimony of your own heart,
to dread a danger which can arife only from
thence, _ ;

I underftand you, I perfeétly underftand you,
Eloifa; being more fecure in yourfelf than you
pretend to bey you have a mind to humble your-
felf on account of your paft failings, under a pre-

tence of preventing new ones ; and your fCruples.

are not fo much precautions againft the future, as
~ a penance you impofe upon yourfelf, to atone for
the indifcretion which formerly ruined you, You
compare the times ! do you confider? Compare
fituations likewifs, and remember that I then re-

Gougle -

s a burden

ontinually
:d to your
>e within
10ut [cruple
"againlt the
-om thence .

ure in

n account

our

you impole
. You

nd



ELOIBA.

proved you for your confidence, as 1 now repmvﬂ
you for your diffidence,

You are miftaken, my dear; but nature dnes
not alter fo foon, If we can forget cur fituation
for want of refle€tion, we [ee it in its true light
when we take pains to cénfider it, and we can no
more conceal from ourfelves our virtues than our
vices. Your gentlencls and devotion have given
you a turn for humility. Miftraft thar dangerous
virtue, which only excites felf-love, by making it
centre in one point ; and be affured, that the no-
ble fincerity of an upright mind is greatly prefer-
able to the pride of humility. 1f moderation is
neceflary in wifdom, it is requifite, likewife, in
thofe precautions it fuggelts, left a folicitude
which is reproachful to- virtue fhould debafe the
mind, and, by keeping us in conftant alarm, ren-
~der a chimerical danger a real one. Do not you
perceive, that after we have had a fall, we fhould
hold ourfelves upright, and that by leaning too
much towards the fide oppofite to that on which
we fell, we are in danger of falling again ? Cou-
fin, you loved like Elodz. Now, like her, you
are an extravagant devotee; I'hope you will be
more fuccefsfulin the latter than you were in the

former! In truth, if I was lefs acquainted with

your natural timidity, your apprehenfions would
be fufficient to terrify me in my turn; and if I
were fo fcrupulous, I might, from being alarmed

for you, begin to tremble for myfelf.
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ELOISA. 135

Confider further, my dear friend ; you whofe
fyftem of morality is as eafy and natural as it is
pure @nd honeft, do not make conftruétions which
are harfh and foreign to your character, with re-
fpect to your maxims concerning the [eparation
of the fexes. I agree with you that they ought
not to live together, nor after the fame manner;
but confider whether this important rule does not
admit of many diftinctions in pointof practice;
examine whether it ought to be applied indifcri-
minately, and without exception, to married as

well as to fingle women, to fociety in general as

wel] as to particular conneétions, to buiinefs as
well as to amufements, and whether that honour
and decency which infpire thefe maxims, ought
not fometimes to regulate them? In well go-
verned ceuntries, where the natural relations of
things arc attended to in matrimony, you would
admit of aflemblies where young perfons of both
fexes might fee, be acquainted, and aflociate with
each other ; but you prohibit them with goed rea-
fon, from holding any private intercourfe. But
is not the cafe quite different with regard to mar-
ried women and the mothers of fam!lies, whao can
have no intereft that is juftifiable, in exhibiting
themfelves - in public; who are confined within
doors by their domeftic concerns, and who fhould
not be refufed to do any thing at home which is
becoming the miftrefs of a family? I thould not
like to fee you in the cellars, prefenting the wine
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1860 ELOISA,

for the merchants to talte, nor to fee you leave
vour chuldren to fettle accounts with a banker;

but if an honeft man fhould come to vifit your

bufband, or to tranfal fome bufinefs with him, ..

will you refuf: te entertain his gueft in his ab-
fence, and to do him the honours of the houfe, for
fear of being left alone with him? Trace this
principle to its fource, and it will explain all your
maxims. 'Why do we fuppoft that women ought
to live retired and apart from the men? Shall we
do fuch inju{li{ft to our fex, at ta account for it
upon principles drawn from our weaknefs, and
that it is only to avoid the danger of temptations ?
No, my dear, thefe unworthy apprehenfions do
not become an honeft woman, and the mother of
a family, who is continually furrounded with ob-
jets which cherifh in her the (entiments of ho-
nour, and who is devoted to the molt refpe&able
duties of human nature. It is nature herfelf that
divides us from the men, by prefcribing to us dif-
ferent occupations ; it is that amiable and timo-
rous modefty, waich, without being immediately
atcentive to chaftity, is neverthelefs its fureft
guardian ; it is that cautious and affe@ing referve,

which zt one and the fame time cherifhing both

defireand refpect in the hearts of men, ferves as a
kind of coquetry te virtue. 'his is the reafon
why even huibands themielves are not excepted
out of this rule. This is the fealon why the
moft difcreet women generally maintain the great.
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eft afcendency over their hufbands; becaufe, by
the help of this prudentand difcreet referve, with-
out fhowing any caprice or non-compliance, they
know, even in the embraces of the moft tender
union, how to kecp them at a diltance, and pre-
vent their being clnye;i with them. You will

agree with me that your maxims are too general

not to admit of exceptions, and that mot being
founded on any rigorous duty, the fame principle
of decorum which eftablifhed them may fome-
times juftify our difpenling with them.

. T'he circumf(pection which you ground on your
paft failings is injurious to your prefent condi-
tion; I will never pardon this unneceflary cau-
tion which your heart diflates, and I can fcarce

forgive it in your realon. How ! was it poffible

that the rampart which protects your perfon could

not fecure you from fuch ignominious apprehen-

fions? How could my coufin, my fifter, my
friend, my Eloifa, confound the indifcretions of a

girl of too much fenfibility, with the inhdelity of

a guilty wife? Look around you, you will fee no-
thing but what contributes to raife and {upport

your mind. Your hufband, who has fuch confi-

dence in you, and whofe efteem it becomes you to
juftify; your children, whom you would train to
virtug, and who will one day deem it an honour
that you was their mothes; your vencrable fa-
ther, who is fo dear ta you, who enjoys your
felicity, and who derives more luftre from you
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than from his anceftors; your friend, whole fate
depends on your’s, and to whom you muft be ac-
countable for a reformation to which fhe has con-
tributed ; her daoghter, to whom you ought to

fet an example of thofe virtues which you would

excite in her; your philofopher, who is an hun-
dred times fonder of your virtues than of your per-
fon, and who refpects you ftill more than you ap-
prehend; laftly, yourfelf, who are fenfible what
painful efforts your difcretion has coft you, and
who will furely never forfeit the fruit of fo much
trouble in a fingle moment ; how many motives
capable of infpiring you with courage confpire to
make you afhamed of having ventured to 'miftruft
yourfelf! But, in order to anfwer for my Eloifa,
what occafion have 1 to confider what fhe is? Is
is enough that I know what fhe was, during the
indifcretions which fhe bewails. Ah!'if your
heart had ever been capable of infidelity, I would
allow you fo be continually apprehenfive: but
at the very time when you imagined that you
viewed it at a diftance, you may conceive the hor-
ror its real exiftence would have occafioned you,
by what you felt at that time, when but to ima-
gine it had been to have committed it.

I recolleét with what aftonithment we learnt
that there was a nation where the weaknefs of a
fond maid is confidered as an inexpiable crime,
though the adultery of a married woman is there
foftened by the gentle term of gallantry, and
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where married women publickly make themfelves
amends for the fhort-lived reftraint they undergo
when fingle. I know what maximsy in this re-
‘ {pe&t, prevail in high life, where virtue pailes for
nothing, where every thing is empty appearance,
where crimes are effaced by the difficulty of prov-
ing them, or where the proof itfelf becomes ridi-
| culous againft cutom. But you, Eloifa, you wha
glowed with a pure and conftant paflion, who
was guilty only in the eyes of men, and between
heaven and earth was open to no reproach! You,
who made yourfelf refpe@ed in the midft of your
indifcretions ; you, who being abandoned to fruit-
lefs regret, obliged us even to adore thole virtues
| which you had forfeited ; you, who difdained to
’ endure [elf-contempt, when every thing feemed
to plead in your excufe, can you be apprehenfive
of guilt, after having paid fo dearly for your
weaknefs ! Will you dare to be afraid that you
have lefs power now than you had in thofe days

which colt you fo many tears’ No, my dear, fo

far from being alarmed at your former indifcre-
tions, they cught to infpire you with courage ;
fo fevere a repentance does not lead to remorfe,
and whocver is fo fufceptible of fhame, will never
‘bid defiance to infamy.

If ever a weak mind had fupports againft its
weaknefs, they are fuch as uphold you; if evera
vigorous mind was capable of fupporting itlelf,
what prop can your’s require ?" Tell me, what
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rcafonable grounds there can be for your appre-
henfions ! All your life has been a continuzl ftrug-
gle, in which, even after your defeat, honour and
duty never cealed oppofition, and at length came
off viftorious, Ah! Eloifa! fhall I believe that,
after {o much pain and torment, after twelve years
pafled in tears, and fix fpent glorioufly, that you
ftill dread a trial of eight days? In few words,
deal fincerely with yourfelf; if there /e really

any danger, fave your perfon, and bluth at the

condition of your heart; if there is no danger, it
is an offence to your reafon, it is a difhonour to
your virtue to be apprehenfive of perils, which
can never affeft it. Do you not know that there
are fome {candalous temptations which never ap-
proach noble mvinds; thar it is even fhameful to
be under a neceflity of fubduing them, and that
to take precautions againft them, is not fo much
to humble, as to debafe ourfelves? *

1 do not prefume to give you my arguments as
unanfwerable, but enly to canvince you that your’s
may be controverted, and that is fufficient to
warrant my advice, Do not depend un yourfelf,
- for you do not know how to do yourfelf juftice;
nor on me, who even in your indifcretions never
confidered any thing but yeur heart, and always
adored you ; but refer to your hufband, who fees
you fuch as youare, and judges of you exattly ac-
cording to your real worth, Being, like all peo-
ple of fenfibility, ready to judge ill of thofe who

|
%
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who appear infenfible, I miftrufted - his power of
penetration, into the fecrets of fufceptible minds ;
but fince the arrival of our traveller, I find by his
letters that he reads your’s perfeflly well, and that
there is not a fingle emotion whick efcapes his
obfervation. I find his remarks fo juft and acute,
that [ have almoft changed my opinion to the
other extreme ; and 1 fhall readily believe that
your difpaflionate people, who confult their eyes
more than their hearts, judge better of other
men’s paffions than your impetuous, lively, and
vain perfons like mylfelf, who always begin by
fuppofling themfelves in another’s place, and can
never fee any thing but what they feel. How-
ever it be, M. Wolmar is thoroughly acquainted
with you, he eftcems you, he loves yca, and his
deftiny is blended with your’s. What does he
require, but that you would leave to him the en-
tire direftion of your conduét, with which you
are afraid to truft yourfelf? Perhaps, finding old
age coming on, he is defirous, by fome trials on
which he may depend, to prevent thofc uneafy
jealoufies, which an old bufband generally feels
who is married to a young wife ; perhaps the de-
ﬁgu he has in view tequires that you fhould live
in a ftate of familiarity with your friend, without
alarming either your hufband eor yourfelf; per-
haps he only means to give you a teftimony of
canfidence and efteem, worthy of that which he

‘ntertains for you, You fhould never oppole
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fych fentiments, as if the weight of them was too
much for you to endurc; and for my part, I think
that you cannot act more agreeably to the dictates

of prudence and modeity, than by relying entirely

on’ his tendernefs and underftanding.

Could you, without offending M. Wolmar,
punith yourfelf for a vanity you never had, and
prevent a danger which no longer exifts? Re-
main alone with the philofopher, ule all the fu-
perfluous precautions againft him which would

formerly have beenof fuch fervice to you; main-.
tain the fame referve as if you ftill miftrufted your
own heart and his, as well as your own virtue.
Avoid all pathetic converfatien, all tender reco-.

lection of times palt; break off or prevent long
private intgruiews ; be cunﬂ:a.ntl}r furrounded bj‘
vour childrens do not ftay long with himin a
rooiy in Elyfium, or in the grove, notwithftand.
ing the profanation. Above all things, ufe thefe
precautions in fo natural a manner, that they may
feem to be the effect of chance, and that he may

never once fulpeét that you are afraid of him.

You love to go upon the water, but you deprive
yourfelf of the pleafure, on account of your hufe
band, who is a‘raid of that clement, and of your
children, whom you do not choofe to venture

there. Take the advantage of this ablence, toen-
tertain yourfelf with this recreation, and leave
your children to the care of Fanny. By this

means you may fecurely devote yourf:lf tothe

Gougle

ire ; and for

- yrudence

ling .

y you never
th the

ould

as if you
void all

or prevent
lo not [tay
ng the

anner , that

[ulpect that
> yourlelf
ment , and
advantage
your
yourfelf to




FLOTSA. 103
fweet familiarity of friendfhip, and quietly enjoy
a long téte-a-téte under the protection of the wa-
ecrman, who f{ee without underflanding, and from
whom we cannot go far without thinking what
we are about, i

A thought ftrikes me which many people
would laugh at, but which will be agreeable to
you, I am fure ; that is to keep an exa&t journal
in your hu(band’s ablence, tofhew him on his re-
turn, and to think on this journal, with regard to
every circumflance which is to be fet down in it.
In truth, I do not believe that fuch an expedient
would be of fervice to mlany women ; but a fin-
cere mind, incapable of deceit, has many refources

againft vice, which others ftand in need of. We
ought to defpife nothing which tends to preferve -

a purity of manners, and it is by means of trifling
precautions, that great virtues are fecured.

Upon the whole, as your hufband is to fee me
in his way, he will tell me, I hope, the true rea- |

fons of his journey, and if I do not find them fub-
ftantial, I will perfuic!c him from proceeding any
farther ; or, atall events, I will do what he has
refufed to do: upon this you may depend. In the
mean time, I think I have faid enough to fortify
you againft a trial of eight days. Go, Eloifa, I
know you too well, not to aniwer for you as
much, nay more than I could for myfelf. You
will always be what you ought to be, and what

Vor. HI. I
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you defire to be.  1f you do but rely on the inte-
grity of your own mind, you will run no rifk
- whatever ; for [ have no faith in thele unforefeen
defects; it is in vain to difguife voluntary fail-
ings by the idle appellation of weakneffes; no
woman was cver yet overcome who had not
an inclination to furrender; and if I thought
that fuch a fate could attend you, belicve me,
truft to the tendernefs of my friendthip, rely on
all the fentiments which would arife in the heart
of your poor Clara, I fhould be too fenfibly inter-
efted in your protection, to abandon you entirel
to yourfelf, ' '

~ As to what M. Wolmar declared to you, con-
cerning the intelligence he received before your
marriage, I am not much’ furpgifed” at it you
know I always fufpectedit; and I will tell you,
moreover, that my fulpicions are not confined to
the indiferetions of B——, I could never fuppole
that a man of truth and integrity like your fa-
ther, and who had fome fufpicions at leaft himfelf,
would refolve to impofe upon his fon-in-law and
his friend. If he engaged you fo ftrictly to fe-
crefy, it was becaufe the mode of difcovery would
come from him in a very different manner to
what it would have proceeded from you; and
becaufe he was willing, no doubt, to gheita
turn lefs likely to difguft M. Wolmar, than that
-which he very well knew you would not fail to
give it yourfelf, But I muft difmifs your mef-
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fenger; we will chat about thefe matters more at
our [eifure about a month hence.

Farewell, my deareft coufin, I have preached
long enough to the preacher; refume your old
occupation——I find myfelf quite uneafy that I
cannot be with you yet. I diforder all my af-
fairs, by hurrying to difpatch them, and I fcarce
know whactodo. Ah, Chaillot, Chailliot, : . .
If I was lefs giddy . . . but I always hope that |
fhall—— - | -

- P. §.—Apropos; Iforgot to make my compli-
ments to your highnefs. Tell me, I befeech you,
is the gentleman your hufband Atteman, Knes,
or Boyard*? O poor child! You, who have
fo often lamented being born-a gentlewoman, are
very fortunate to become the ‘wife of a Prince!
Between ourfelves, neverthelefs, you difcover ap-
prehenfions which are fomewhat vulgar for a
woman of fuch high quality. Do not you know,
that little fcruples belong to mean people; and

that a child of 2 good family, who thould pretend

to be his father’s fon, would be laughed at!

* ih‘hs Qibe was ignorang, however, that the firft two
namr.:a are titles of diitinétion, in Ruffia ; but Bn:,rard is
unl}r that of a private gentleman.

I2 3
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LETTER CXXXIHI.
‘M. WOLMAR TO MRS. ORBE.

[ am going to - Etange, my {weet coufin, and I
propofed to call upon youin my way ; buta delay,
of which you are the caufe, obliges me to make
more hafte, and 1 had rather lie at Laufanne as I
come back, that I may pafsa few hours the more
with you. Befides, 1 want to confult you with
regard to many particulars, which it is proper to
communicate beforehand, that you may have time
to confider them before you give me your opi-
nion, |

1 would not cxplain my fchemce to you in re-
lation to the young man, till his prefence had con-
firmed the good opinion I had conceived of him.
I think I may now depend upon him fufficiently,
to acquaint you, between ourfelves, that my de-
fign is to intruft him with the education of my

children. I am not ignorant that thefeimportant

concerns are the principal duty of a parent ; but

when it will be time to exert them, I fhall be too ;

old to difcharge them, and being naturally calin
and fpeculative by conftitution,; I fhould never
have been [ufficiently allive to povern the fpirit

of youth. Befides, for a reafon you know¥,

# The reader is not yet acquainted with this reafon j but
_ he is defired not to be impatient,
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Eloifa would be concerned to fee me affume an
office, in which 1 fhould never acquit mylelf to
her liking. [ have a thoufand reafons belides ;
your fex is not equal to thefe duties j their mo-
ther fhall confine herfelf to the education of her
Harrict ; to your fhare I allot the management
of the houfehold upon the plan already eftablithed,
and of which you approve; and it thall be my
bufinefs to behold threc worthy people concur-
ring to promote the happinefs of the family, and
to enjoy that repofe in my old age, for Wh}ChI
fhall be indebted to their labours, |

I have always found, that my wife was ex.
tremely averfe from trufting her children to the
care of mercenaries, and I could not difcommend

her fcruples. The relpectable capacity of a pre.

ceptor requires fo many talents which are not to
be paid for, fo many virtwes which have no price
fl:!‘ upon them, that it is in vain to think of pre-
l:unug one by means of money, It is from a
man of genius only that we can expeft the talents
of a preceptor ; it is from the heart of an affection-
ate friend alone that we can hope to meet with the
zeal of a parent ; and genius is not to be fold
any more than attachment.

All the requifite qualitics feem to be anited in
your friend ; and if I am well acquainted with his
difpofition, I do not think he would defire greater
happinefs, than to make thofc beloved children

13
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contribute to their mother’s felicity. The only
obftacle I can forefee is his affeétion to Lord
B——, which will not allow him to difengage
himfelf from {o dear a friend, to whom he has
duch great obligations, at leaft if his lordfhip does
not require it himfelf, We expet to fee this ex-
trzordinary man very foon: and as you have a
great afcendancy over him, if he anlwers the idea
you have given me of him, I may commit the bufi-
nefs, {o far as it telates to him, to your manage-
ment, '

You have now, my dear coufin, the clue of my
-whole conduét, which, without this explanation,
muft have appeared very extraordinary, and
which, I hope, will hereafter meet with Eloifu’s
approbation and your’s. The advantage cf hav-
ing fuch a wife as I have, made me try many ex-
pedients which' would have been impra&icable
with another. Though I leave her, in full con-
rﬁdence, with her old lover, under no other guard
than her own virtue, it would be madnefs to efta-
blifh that lover in my family, before I was cer-

.. “«tain that he ceafed to be fuch; and how. could I

1be affured of it, if I had a wife on whmn I had
lefs dependence?

- 'I have often obferved you fmile at m}r remarks
.uh love ; but new I think I can mortify you. I
have made a d:fcuvery which neither you or any
.other woman, with all the fubtlety they attribute
* to your fex, would ever have made ; the pruurf'uf
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which you will neverthele(s perceiveat firft fight,
and vou will allow it tobe equal to demonfitration,
when I explain to you the principles on which L
ground it. Was [ to tell you that m}r young
couple are moi e fond than ever, this undoubtedly
would not appear wonderful to you. Was I to
aflure you, on the contrary, that they are perfect-
ly cured; you know the power of rcafon and vir-
tué, and therefore you would not look upon that
neither as a great miracle : but il I tell you, that
both thefe oppofites are true at the fame time;
that they love each cther with more ardour than

ever, and that nothing fubfifts between them but

a virtuous attachment; that they are always lov-
ersy and yet never more than friends: this, [ ima-
gine, is what you would leaft expect, what N}ru_u
will have more difficulty to conceive, and what
neverthelefs precilely correlponds with truth.
This is the riddle, which makes thofe frequent
contradi@ions, which you muft have obferved in
them, both in their converfation and in their let-
ters.  What you wrote to Eloifa concerning the

picture, has ferved more than any thing to ex-

plain the myftery, and I find that they are always
{incere, even in contradifting themfelves conti-
nually. When L{ay they, 1 fpeak particularly of
the young man; for as to your friend, one can

only fpeak of her by conjeéture. A veil of wils -
dom and honour make fo many folds about her

ot
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~heart, that it is impznetrable to human eyes,
even to-her own. The only circumitance which
leads me to imagine that fhe has ftill fome diftruft
to overcome, is, that {he is continually confider-
ing with herfelf what {he fhould do if fhe was
perfectly cured ; and fhe examines herfelf with fo
much accuracy, that if fhe was really cured, fhe
would not do it fo well.

As to your friend, who, though virtuoufly in-
clined, is lefs apprehenfive of his prefent feelings,

I find that he ftill retains all the affections of his

youth ; but I perceive them, without having any
reafon to be offended at them. Itis not Eloifa
"Wolmar he is fond of, but Eloifa Etange; he
does not hate me as the poffeflor of the object I
love, but as the ravifher of her whom he doated

on. His friend’s wife is not his miftrefs, the mo-

ther of two children is not her who was formerly

‘his fcholar, It is true, fhe is very like that per-
fon, and often puts him in mind of her. He
loves her in the time paft, This is the true ex-
planation of the riddle. Deprive him of his me-
mory, and you deftroy his love.

This is not an idle {ubtlety, my pretty coufin,
bat a folid obfervation, which, if extended te
other affections, may admit of a more general ap-
plication than one would imagine, I eventhink
that it would not be difficult to explain it by
your ideas. At the time you parted the two
lavers, their pailion was at the higheft degree of

- Gougle ; .

ly
to
e [hould do

rracy , that

1ve of his
h;butl

, not Eloila
offeffor of

“her who
often puts
lanation of

, which , if

~ 1than one

by
t degree of




>y would

scted
ELOISA, 201 ?d at the.

[ impetuofity. Perhaps, if they had continue dmuch _lr??lsezvah
longer together, they would gradually bave ;ould not
grown cool; buttheir imagination, being {trang- d have been
ly affeted, eonftantly prefented each to the other »s in . when
in the light in which they appeared at the time of 1 have
their fepararion. 'T'he young man, not perceiv- andfomer ,

. ing thofe alterations which the progrefs of time

made in his miftre(s, loved her fuch as he had

feen her formerly, not fuch as fhe was then*. s and

To complete his happinefs, it would not have hangeable ,

been enough to have given him poffeflion of her, .Lftant
unlefs fhe could have been given to him at the cver, N
fame age, and under the fame circumitances fthe me age , the
3 ; . ve can . But
was in, when their loves commenced. The
leaft alteration in thefc particulars would have :

“leflened fo much of the felicity he propofed to *firing us

himfelf; the is grown handfomer,-but fhe is al- looking out

* VYou women are very ridiculous tothink of rendering
fuch a frivolous and fluftuating paffion as that of love
conliftent, Every thing in nature is changeable, every
thing is continually fluftuating, and yet yon would infpire
a conftant pallion! And what right have you to pretend
that we muft love you for ever, becaule we loved you
yelterday ¢ Then preferve the fame face, the fame age,

- the fame humour ; be slways the fame, ard we will always
Jove you,if we can. But when youalter continually, and
require us always to love you, it is, in faft, defiring us
gyery minute not to love you ; it isnot {eeking for conflant

* minds, bot looking out.for fuch as are as fickle as ;rnﬁr
own, - ‘

Is

-Gougle
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tered; her improvement, in that fenfe, turns te
her prejudice ; for it is of his former miftrefs, not
of anj other, that he is enamoured,

. What deceives him, is, that he confounds the
times, and often reproaches himfelf on account of
a paffion which he thinks prefent, and which, in
- faél, is nothing more than the effect of too tender
a recollection; but I do not know, whether it
will not be better to accomplifh his cure, than to
undeceive him. Perhaps, in this refpe& we may
reap more advantage from his miftake, than from
his better judgment, To difcover to him the
true ftate of his affeftions, would be to apprife
him of the death of the. object he loved; this
might be afliction dangerous to him, inafmuch as
a ftate of melancholy is always ta'.rnu:ahlc to
love. |

Freed from the ﬁ:r uples which reftrain him, he

-would probably be more inclined to indulge re- -

‘colle@tions which he ought o flifle; he would
converfe with lefs referve, and the traces of Elo-
ifa are not fo effaced in Mrs. Wolmar, but upon
examination he might find them again, T have
'ﬂmught, that, inftead of undeceiving him with
-refpect to his opinion of the progrefs he has made,
and which encourages him to purfue it to the
“end, we fhould rather endeavour to banifh the re-
faémblanee of thole tidmes which he ought to for-

gety by fkilfully fubftituting other ideas in the |

soom of thofe he is fo fond of.  You, who con-
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tribute to' give them birth, may contribute more
than any one to efface them. but I {hall wait till
we are all together, that 1 may tell you in your
ear what you thould do for this purpole; a
charge, which, if [ am not miftaken, will not be
very burdenfome to me. In the mean time, 1
endeavour to make the objedts of his dread fami-
liar to him, by prefenting them to him in fuch a
manner, that h: may no longer think them dan-
gerous, He is impetuous, but traflable, and eafily
{ managed. I avail myfelf of this advantage to
give a turn to his imagination. In the room of
his miftrefs, I compel him always to look at the
wife of his friend, and the mother of my children ;
I efface one pilture by another, and hide the paft
with the prefent. We always ride a ftartlith
horfe up to the objeét which frights him, that he
may not be frightened at it zgain. We fthould
aét in the fame manncr with thofe young people,

affetions are grown cold, and whofe fancy pre-
-fents monflers at a diftance, which difappear as
they draw near. i

I think Iam well acquainted with the fErength

of both, and I do not expole them to a trial

which they cannot fupport: for wifdom does not

-confift in uﬁng all kinds of precaptions indiferi-

minately, but in choofirg thofe which are really

ufeful, and, in negle&ting fuch as are ﬁupe:ﬂm
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The eight days during which [ leave them to-
gether will perhaps be fufficient for them to dil-
cover the true {tate of their minds, and to know
in what relation they really ftand to each other.
The oftencr they perceive themfelves in private
with each other, the fooner they will find out

their miftake, by comparing their prefent fenfa-

tions with thofe they felt formerly, when they
~ were in the fame fituation.- Belides, it is of im-
portance that they fhould ufe themfelves to en-
dure, without danger, that ftate of familiarity in
~ which they muft neceffarily live together, if my
fcheme takes place. [ find by Eloifa’s conduét,
that you have given her advice, which {he could
not refufe taking, without wronging herfelf,
What pleafure I fhall take in giving her this
proof that I am fenfible of her real worth, if the
was a woman with whom a hufband might make
a merit of fuch confidence ! But, if fhe gains no-
thing over her affections, her virtue will ftill be
the fame! it will coft her dearer, and fhe will not
triumph the lefs. Whereas, if fhe is fill in dan-
ger of feeling any inward uneafinefs, it can arife
only from fome moving converfation, which fthe
mauft be too fenfible before-hand will awaken re-
colleftion, and which fhe will therefore always
avoid. Thus, you fee, you muft not in this in-

ftance judge of my condutt by common maxims,

but from the motives which afluate me, and from

E
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the fingular difpofition of her towards whom I
fhall regulate my behaviour.

Farewell, my dear coufin, till my return,
Though I have not entered into thefe explana-
tions with Eloifa, I do not defire you to keep
them fecret from her. It isa maxim with me,
never to make fecrets among my friends; there-
fore, I commit thefe to your difcretion; make
fuch ule of them as your prudence and friendfhip
will dire&, I know you will do nothing but
what is beft and moft proper.

—— e =

LETTRER CXXXIV.

TO LORD B

M. Wolmar fet out yefterday for Etange, and
you can fcarce conceive in what a melancholy
ftate his departure has left me. I think the ab-
fence of his wife would not have affe@ed me fo
much as his. I find myfelf under greater re-
ftraint than even when he is prefent; a mourn-
ful filence takes pofleflion of my heart; its mur-
murs are ftifled by a fecret dread : and , being lefs
tormented with defires than apprehenﬁﬂns, I ex-
pericnce all the. horrors of guilt, without being
expofed to the temptationsof it.

Can you imagine, my lord, where my mind
gains confidence, and lofes thefe unworthy
dreads? In the prefence of Mrs, Wolmar, As
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foon as I approach hﬂ_r.."ftht fight of her pacifies
my inquictude ; her lgoks purify my heart.  Such

FLOISA.

is the afcendancy of f1ers, that it always {eems to

infpire others with a fenfe of her innocence, and
- tpconfer that compofure which is the effeét of it.
Unluckily for me; her {yltem of life does not al-
low her to devote the whole day to the fociety of
her friends; and in thofe moments which I am
obliged t» pafs out of her company, I fhould fuf-
fer lefs if 1 was farther diftant from her.

W hat contributcs to feed the melancholy which '
opprefles me, is 2 refleCtion which the made yef--

terday, after her hufband’s departure. Though
till that moment fhe kept up her fpirits tolerably,
yet for a long time her eyes followed him with
an air of tendernefs, which [ then imagined was
. only occafioned by the departure of that happy

hufband ; butI found, by her converfation, that
the emotion was to be imputad to another caufe,
which was a [ceret to me,  « You fee (faid the)
in what manner we live together, and you may
. judge whether he is dear to me. Do not ima-
girie, however, that the fentiment which attaches
~ me to him, though as tender and as powerful as
that of love, is likewifz [ufceptible of its weak-
nefs. I an interruption of the agreeable habit
of living together is painful to us, we are con.
foled by the firm hope of refuming the fame ha-
.?t again. A flute of fuch permanence admits

ew vicifficudes which we have realon to dread;
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and in an abfence of a few days, the pain of fo
fhort an interval does not affect me fo ftrongly as
the plealure of feeing an end to it. The adlic-
tion which you read in my eyes proceeds from a
more weighty caufe, and though it is relative to
M. Wolmar, it is not occafioned by his depar-
ture.

““ My decar fricnd (continued fhe, with an af-
fedting tone) there is no truz happine(s on earth.
My hufband is one of the moft worthy and affec-
* tionate of men ; the duty which incites us is ce-
mented by mutual inclination ; he has no defires
but minc ; I have children which give, and pro-
mife plealure hereafter to their mother ; there
cannot be a more affeCtionate, virtuous, and amia-
ble friend than her whom my heart doats on, and
with whom I fhall pafs my days; you yourfelf
contribute to my felicity, by having fo well juf
tified my efteern and affection for you; a long
and expenfive law-fuity, which is necarly finithed,
will foon bring the beft of fathers to my arms;
every thing profpers with us ; peace and order

reign throughout the, family; our fervants age

zealous and faithful; our neighbours exprefs
every kind of attachment to us; we enjoy the
good will of the public. -~ Bleft with every thing
which Heaven, fortun€, and men can beftow, all
things confpire to my happinefs, . A fecret un-
ealinels, one trouble onljr, poifons all, and Iam
~ not happy.” She uttered thefc laft ‘words with
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figh which pierced my foul, and which 1 had ne
fhare in raifing. She is not happy, faid I, figh-
ing in my turn, and I am no longer an obftacle to
her felicity ! |

That melancholy thought difordered my ideas
in a2 moment, and difturhed the repofe which I
began totafte. Unable to endure the intolerable
ftate of doubt into which her converfation had
thrown me, 1 importuned her lo eagerly to dif-
clofe her whole mind to me, that at length fhe
depofited the fatal fecret with me, and allows me
to communicate it to you. But this is the hour
of recreation ; Mrs, Wolmar is come vut of the
nurfery, to walk with her children; fhe has juft
told me as much, "I attend her, my lord—I leave
- you for the prefent ; and fhall refume in my next
the fubje I am now obliged to quit.

e — ]
LETTER CXXXV,

MES: WOLMAR TO HER HUSBAND.

I exrecr you necxt Tuefday, aceording to your
appointment, and you will find every thing dif-
pofed agreeably to your defire., Call on Mrs.
Orbe in your way back; fhe will tel['yﬂu what
- has pafled during your abfence ; I had rather you
fhould learn it from her than from me.

I thought, M. Wolmar, I had deferved your
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H

efteem ; but your conduct is not the moft pru~

dent, and you fport molt cruelly with your wife’s
Wiktue.
—
’ LETTER CXXXVL

TO LORD B——,
I musr give you an account, my lord, of 2 dan-

ger we have incurred within thefe few days, and -

from whence we are happily delivered at the ex-
pence of alittle terror and fatigue. 'This relation

very well deferves 2 letter by itfelf; when you

read it, you will perceive the motives which en-
gage me to write. '

You know that Mrs, Wolmar’s hoafe is not
far from the lake, and that {he is fond of the wa-
ter. It is three days fince her hufband’s abfence
has left us without employment ; and the plea.
fantnefs of the evening made us form a {cheme for
one of thefe parties the next day. Soon as the
fun was up we went to the river’s ide; we took
a boat, with nets for fithing, three rowers, and a

fervant, and we embarked with fome provifions -

for dinner. I took a fowling-piece, to knack
down fome pefolets®, but was afhamed to kill
birds out of wantonnefs, and only for the pleafure

% A bird of paffage on the-lake of Geneva, which isnot

good to eat.
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of doing mifchief. Tamufl:d mylelf, therefore, in
obferving the fiflets, the crenctst, and I fired but.
once at a grebe, at a great diffance, whmh“ ‘
milled. |
We pafled an hour or two in filling within

. 500 paces of the fhore. We had good fuccefs,
but Eloifa had them all thrown into the water
again, except a trout, which had received a blow
from the oar. “T'he animals (faid (he) are 'in
pain; let usdeliver them ; let us enjoy the plea-
fure they will feel on efcaping from danger.”
This operation, however, was performad flowly,
and againft the grain, riot without fome reprefen-
tations againdt ity and I found that cur gentry
would have bad 2 much better relith for the fith
they had catched, than for the moral which faved
their lives,

-~ We then launched farther into the lake ; foon-
after, with all the vivacity ofa young man, whlch
it is time for me to check, undertaking to ma.
nage the malter cary, I rowed the boat into the
middle of the lake, fo that we were foon abowe a
league from the fhore. Then I explained to
Eloifa every part of that fuperb horizon which
environed us. L fhowed her at a diffance the
mouth of the Rhone, whofe impetugus current
: ﬂ‘aps on a fudden within a quarter of a league as

ELOISA.

+ Different forts _of birds on the lake of Geneva, and
very good to :at
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if it was afraid to fully the cryflal azure of the
lake wich its muddy warters. 1 made her oblerve
the Sedans of the mountains, whole correlpon-
«dent angles running parallel, formed a bed in the
Apace between, fit to receive the river which oc-
cupied it. As we got farther from fhore, 1 had
great pleafure in making her take notice of the
rich and delightful banks of the Pays de Faud,
where the vaft number of towns, the prodigious
throng of people, with the beautiful and verdant
hillsall around, formed a moft ravifhing landfcape;
whereevery fpot of ground, being cultivated and
equally fertile, fupplics the hufbandman, the
fhepherd, and the vine drefler, with the certain
fruits of their labours, which are not devoured by
the greedy publican. Afterwards I pointed out
Chablais, a country not lefs favoured by nature,
and which, neverthelefs, affords hothing but a
fpe€lacle of wretchednels ; I made her perceive
the manifeflt diftin&ion between the. dlﬂ"ermt ef-
fects of the two governments, with refpect to the
riches, number, and happinefs of the inhabitants.
“ It is thus (faid I) that the earth expands her
fruitful bofom, and lavithes treafures among thole
happy people who cultivate it for themfelves.
She feems to fmile and be enlivencd at the fweet
afpect of liberty; fhe loves to nourifh mankind.
On the contrary, the mournful ruins, the heath
and brambles which cover a half defart country,

proclaim from afar that it is under the dominion

-
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212 ELOISA.

of an abfent proprietor, and that it yields with re-
luftance a fcanty produce to flaves who reap no
advantage from it.

While we were agreeably amufing ourfelves
with viewing the neighbouring coafts, a gale
arifing, which drove us aflant towards the oppo-
fite fhore, began to blow very high, and when we
thought to tack about, the refiftance was fo
ftrong, that it was impoffible for our flight boat
to overcome it.  The waves foon began to grow
dreadful ; we endeavoured to make for the coaft
of Savoy, and tried to land at the village of Meil-
lerie, which was over againft us, and the only
place almoft where the fhore affords a convenient
landing. But the wind changing, and blowing
- ftronger, rendered all the endeavours of the wa-
termen ineftectual, and difcovered to us a range

of fteep rocks, fommewhat lower, where there was
no fhelter,

We all tugped at our oars, and at that inftant

I had the mortification to perceive Eloifa grow
fick, and fee her weak and fainting at the bottom
of the boat. Happlljr fhe had been ufed to the
water, and her ficknefs did not laft long. In the
mean time our efforts increaled with our danger;
the heat of the fun, the fatigue, and profufe {weat-

ing, took away our breaths, and made us excel- -

{ively faint. Then fummoning all her courage,
Eloifa revived our fpirits by her compaffionate
kindnefs ; {he wiped the {fweat from off our faces ;
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and mixing fome wine and water, for fear of in-
toxication, fhe prelented it alternately to cthofe
who were moft exhaufted. No, your lovely

friend, never appeared with fuch luftre as at that

moment, when the heat and agitation of her fpirits
gave an additional glow to her complexion ; and
what greatly improved her charms was, that you
might plainly perceive by the tendernels of her
behaviour, that her folicitude proceeded lefs from
apprehenfions for herfelf than compaflion for us.
At one time two planks having ftarted by a thock
which dipped us all, fhe concluded that the boat
was fplit, and in the exclamation of that affection-
ate mother, I heard thefe words diftin&ly: <« O

my children, mult 1 never fee you more!” As

for myfelf, whofe imagination always exceeds the
danger, though I knew the utmoft of our perilous
condition, yet I expefted every minute to fee the
boat {wallowed up, that delicate beauty ftruggling
in the midt of the waves, and the roles upon her
cheeks chilled by the cold hand of death.

At length, by dint of labour, we reached Me-
illerie, and after having fruggled above an hour,
within ten paces of the fhore, we at laft effelted a
landing. Which done, all our fatigues were for-
gotten. Eloifa took upon herfelf to recompence
the trouble which every one had taken; and as

in the height of danger her concern was for us,

fhe feemed now on fhore to 1ma.gm= that we had
faved nobody but her. ,
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We dined with that appetite which is the gift
of bard labour. The trout was ferved up: Eloifa
who was extremely fond of it, eat but little; and
1 perceived, that to make the watermen amends
for the regret which the late facrifice coft them,
fhe did not choole that I [hould eat much myfelf.
My lord, you have oblerved a thoufand times
that her amiable difpofition is to be feen in trifles
as well as in matters of confequence.

After dinner, the water being ftill rough, and
the boat wanting to be refitted, T propofed taking
a walk, Eloifa objeled to the wind and fun, and
took notice of my being fatigued. 1 had my
viewsy and obviated all her objections, * I bave
been accuftomed (faid I) to violentexercifes from
my infancy: far from hurting my health, they
ftrengthen my conftitution; and my late voyage

has {till made me more robuft. As to the fun

~ and wind, you have your ftraw hat, and we will get
under the wind, and in the woods; we need
only climb among the rocks, and you, who are
not fond of a flat, will willingly bear the fa-
‘tigue.” She confented, and we fet out while
our people were at dinner.

You know, that when I was banifhed from
Valais, I came about ten years ago to Meillerie,
to wait for leave to return. It was there [ paffed
thofc melancholy but pleafing days, folcly intent
upon her; and it was from thence 1 wrote her
that letter with which fhe was o greatly affected,
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" I always wifhed to revifit that lovely retreat,
which ferved me as an afylum in the midit of ice,
and where my heart loved to converfe in idea,
with the obje&t of all others moft dear to its affec-
tions. An opportunity of vifiting this beloved
{pot.in a'morc agrecable fealon, and in company
with her whole image formerly dwelt there
~with me, was the {ecret motive of my walk, I
took a pleafure in pointing out to her thole old
memuriqls of [uch a conftant and unfortunate pai-
fion.

We got there after an hour’s walk throogh
cool and winding paths, which afcending infen(i-
bly between the trees and the rocks, were no
otherwifle inconvenient than by being tedious,
As we drew ncar, and 1 recolleéted former to-
kens, 1 found myfelf a little difordered; but I

overcame it ; I concealed my unealinefs, and we

reached the place, This folitary fpot formed a

wild and defart nook, but full of thofe forts of

beautics which are only agreeable to fulceptible
minds, and appear horrible to others. A torrent,
occafioned by the melting of the {now, rolled in
a muddy ftream within twentj} paces of us, and
carried dirt, fand, and ftones along with it, net

without confiderable noife. Behind us, a chain
of inacceflible rocks divided the place where we-

ftood from that part of the Alps which they call
the ice-houfes, becaufe from the beginning of the

world they have been covered with vaft moun-

g
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tains of ice, which are continually increafing¥,
Forefts of gloomy fir-trees afforded us a melan-
choly fhade on the right. On the left was a
large wood of oak, beyond which the torrent if-
fued, and beneath thar vaft body of water which

the lake forms in the bay of the Alps, parted us

from the rich coaft of the Pays de Vaud, crown-
ing the whole landfcape with the top of the ma-
jeftic Jura.

In the midft of thofe noble and (uperb nb_]e&s
the little fpot where we were difplayed all the
charms of an agreeable and rural retreat ; fmall
floods of water filtered through the rocks, and
Howed along the verdure in cryflal ftreams.
Some wild fruit-trees leaned their heads over
ours ; the cool and moifl earth was covered with
grafs and flowers. Comparing this agreeable re-
treat with the objeéts which {urrounded us, one
would have thought that this defert fpot was de-

figned as an afylum for two lovers, who alonehad

efcaped the general wreck of nature.

When we had reached this corner, and I had
attentively exzmined it for {fome time, * Now
(faid I to Eloifa, looking at her with eyes (wim-
ming in tears) is your heart perfeétly ftill in this
place, and do you feel no fecret emotion at the

#* Thofe mountains are fo high, that half an hour after

fun-fet its rays ftill gild the tops of them, and the reflec-
tion of red on thofe white fummits forms a beautiful rofe-
ate colour, which may be perceived at o great diftance.
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fight of a fpot which is full of you?” Immedi-

ately, without waiting for her anfwer, I led her
towards the rock, and fhewed her where her

cypher was engraved in a thoufand places, with'

feveral verfes in Petrarch and Taflo, relative to
the ftate I was in when I engraved them. On
feeing them again at fuch a diftance of time, I
found how powerfully the review of thefe objeéts
renewed my former violent fenfatioms. [ addrel-
fed her with (ome degree of impetuofity: ¢« O
- Eloifa, the everlafting delight of my foul ! this is
the {pot, where the moft conftant lover in the
weorld formerly fighed for thee: ‘This is the re-

treat, where thy beloved image made all-the fcene

of his felicity, and prepared him for that happi-
nefs which you yourfelf afterwards difpen(ed. No
fruit or fhade were then to be found here: thefe

compartments were not then furnithed with ver-.

dure or flowers ; the courfe of thefe fireams did
not then make thefe fcparations; thefc birds did
not chirp then, the voracious fpar-hawk, the dif-

mal crow, and the dreadful eaglealone made thefe. |
caverns echo with their cries; huge lumps of ice.
hung from thefe rocks ; feftoons of fnow were all.

the ornaments which bedecked thefe trees: every

thing here bore marks of the rigour of winter

and hoary froft ; the ardour of my affection alone

made this place fuppnrtablc, and 1 fpent whole

days here, wrapt in thought of thl:ne. Here is
Vﬂlu IHt K
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the ftone where I ufed to fit, Itur reflect on your
happy abode at a diftance ; on this I penned that

letter which moved your heart; thefe fharp flints

ferved me as graving tools to eut out your name ;
here I crofled that frozen torrent to regain one of
your letters which the wind had carried off ; there
I came to review, and givea thoufand kiffes to
the laft you ever wrote to me; this i is the brink,

where, witha gloomy and gr::dj- eye, I meafured
the depth of this abyfs: in fhort, it was here,
that, before my fad departure, I came to bewail
you as dead, and {wore never to furvive you.—
Oh! thou lovely fair one, too conftantly adored,
thou for whom alone I was born ! muft I revifit
this fpot with you by my fide, and muft I regret
the time I fpent here in bewailing your abfence ”’
~—1 was proceeding farther ; but Eloifa perceiv-
ing me draw near the brink was affrighted, and,
feizing my hand, prefled it, without fpeaking a
word, looked tenderly upon me, and could fearce
fupprefs a rifing figh; foon after, turning from
_me, and taking me by the arm, ¢ Let us be gone,
my friend, (faid the, with a tone of emotion) the
air of this place is not good for me.” I went with
her fighing, but without making her any anfwer ;
and 1 quitted that melancholy fpot for ever, with

‘as much regret as I would bave taken leave of

Eloifa herfelf.
- We came back gcntl}r to the harbour, after
fome litde wandering, and parted, She chofe to
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be alone, and I continued walking, without
knowing whither 1 went. At my return, the
boat not being yet ready, nor the water {mooth,
we made a melancholy fupper, with downeaft
eyes, and penfive looks, eating little, and talking
ftill lefs. After fupper, we fat on the ftrand,
waiting, an opportunity to go off. The moon
fhone on a fudden, the water became {moother,
and Eloifa propofed our dzparture. Ihanded her
into the boat, and when I fat down by her, I ne-
ver thought of quitting her hand. We kept a
profound filence. The equal and meafured found
of the oars threw me intoa reverie,  The lively
chirping of the fnipes®, recalling to my mind the
plealures of a pafl period, made me dull. By

me increafe. A ferene fky, the mild refleétion of
the moon, the filver froth of the water which
fparkled around us, the concurrence of agreeable
fenfations, even the prefence of the beloved objet
herfelf, could not banifh bitter rcfle&tions from
my mind.

I began with recolle®ing a walk of the fame
kind which we took together, during the rapture

: ‘_lThe‘ fnipe on the lake of Genera is not the bird
called by that name in France, The more lively and
animating chirping of the former gives an air of life and

Eﬂl more delightful,
K a
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of our catly loves. All the pleafing fenfations
which then affeéted me were prefent to my mind, 1
to torment me the more; all the adventures of > [0 often
our youth, our ftudies, our entertainments, ous |
letters, our aflignations, our plealures, all prefled
; i ednels . It is
E tanta fd‘dc, £ ﬁ:ﬁlh‘; PREIROTic : : t'e ; they are
E fi lungo coffure ! e are
Qur conftant vows, memorial {weet ! ' ndured her
Which love {o often prompted to repeat. : od lels all
1¢ hope of
A crowd of ctbja-&s, which recalled the image of ht of her
my paft happinefs, all prefled upon me, and ruth- ~ tpolTible to
~ed into my memory, to increafe my prefent e her , to
wretchednefs. It is paft, faid [ to myfelf; thole oft enjoyed

times, thole happy times, will be no more ; they
are gone for ever! Alas! they will never re-
turn; and yet we live, and we are together, and
our hearts are f4ill united ! I feemed as if L could
have endured her death or her abfence with more
pa.ji.anca; and thought that I had fuffered lefs all
the time I was parted from her. When I be- .
wailed her at a diftance, the hope of feeing her
again was comfort to my foul ; I flattered myfelf
that the fight of her would banifh all my forrows
in an inftant, at leaft, I could conceive it poflible
rjﬂ-,he- in a more cruel fituation than my own,—°
" But to be by her fide, to fee her, to touch her, to
talk to her, to love her, to adore her, and, whilit .
1 almoft enjoyed her again, to find her loft tome

Gougle
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for ever ; this was what threw me into fuch fits
of fury and rage, as by degrees agitated me even
to defpair. My mind foon began to conceive
deadly proje&s, and in a tranfport, which I yet
tremble to think of, I was violently tempted 1o
throw her, with myfelf, into the waves, and to
end my days and tedious torments in her arms.—
This horrid temptation grew fo ftrong at Iaft,
that I was obliged fuddenly to quit her hand, and
walk to the other end of the boat.

There my lively emotions began to take ano-
ther turn; a more gentle fenfation by degrees
ftole upon my mind, and tendernefs overcame
defpair ; I began to fhed floods of tears, and that
condition, compared to the ftate 1 had juft been
in, was not upattended with pleafure, [ wept
heartily for a long time, and found myfelf eaficr,
When I was tolerably compofed, I returned to
Eloifa, and tock her by the hand again. She had
her handkerchief in her hand, which I found wet.
¢« Ah! (faid I t6 her foftly) I find that our hearts
have not ceafed to fympathifc ’—*¢ T'ruc (faid
(he, in a broken accent) but may it be the laft
time they ever correfpond in this manner I” We
then began to talk about indifferent matters, and,
after an hour’s rowing, we arrived without any.
other accident, When I came in, 1 perceived
that her eyes were red, and much {welled ; and
fhe muft have difcovered that mine were not in

K3
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222 FLOISA.

a hetter condition. After the fatgue of this day,

fhe food in great need of reft: fhe withdrew,
and I went to bed, '

Such, my friend, is the journal of the day, in
which, without exception, I experienced the moft
lively emotions I ever felt. I hope they will
prove a crifis, which. will entirely reftore me to
mylelf. Moreover, 1 muft tell you that this ad-
venture has convinced me; more than all the
power of argument, of the free will of man, and
the merit of virtue. How many people yield to
weak temptations?  As for Eloifz, my cycs be-
held, and my heart felt her emotions: fhe under-
went the moft violent ftruggle that day that ever
human nature fuftained : neverthelefs, fhe con-
quered, O, my lord, when, feduced by your
miftrefs, you had power at once to triumph over
her defires and your.own, was you not more than
man? But for your example I had perhaps been
loft. The recolleftion of your virtue renewed
my own a hundred times in that perilous day..

LETTER .CXXXV*. -
.5 FROM LORD Be——.

_ A wake! my friend, and emerge from childhood,
Let not your reafon flumber to the end of your

% This letter appears to have been written before the:

receipt of the preceding.
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I'fe. The hours glide imperceptibly away, and it
is now high time for you to grow wife. At thir-
ty years of age furcly a man fhould begin to re-
fle&t. Reﬂb& therefore, and be a man at lt‘.‘aﬂ

once before you die.

Your heart, my dear friend, has long 1mpbfcd |

on your underftznding. You ftrove to philofo-
phife before you were capable of it, miftaking
your feelings for reafon, and judging of things by
the impreflions they made on you, which has al-
ways kept you ignorant of their real ftate. A
good heart, 1 will own, is indifpenfibly neceffary
to the knowledge of tryth : he who feels nothing

can learn nothing ; he ﬂﬁy float from crror toere

ror in 2 fea of feepticifm, bt his difcoveries will
be vain, 2nd his information fruitlefs, being igno-
rant of the relation of things to man, on which
all true feience depends. It were to ftop half
way, huwwer, in 6ur purfuits aﬂ:q knowledge,
not to inquire alfo into the relation of things to
each other; in arder to be better able to judge of
their connexion with ourfelves. To know the
nature and operation of our paffions is to krnow
little, if we know not, at the fame time, how to
judge of and cftimate their objefts. This latter
knowledge is to be acquired only in the tranquil-
lity of ftudious retirement. The youth of the
philofopher is the time for experiment, his pal-

fions being the inftrument of his inquiries ; but ;

g
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after having applied himfelf long enough to the
perception of external objects, he retires within
Rimfelf to conflider, to compare, to know them.
To this talk you ought to apply yourfelf fooner
than any other perfon in the world, All the
plealures and pains of which a fufceptible mind is
capable, you have felt; all that a man can fee,

you have feen. In the fpace of twelve years you

have exhaufted all thofe fenfations which might
have ferved you during a long life, and have ac-
guired, even in youth, the extenfive cxperience
of age. The firft ohlervations you were led to
make were on fimple, unpolifhed villagers, on
perfons almoft fuch as they came out of the hand
of nature ; juft as if they had been prefented to
you for the ground-work of your piece, or as
proper objefls by which to compare every other.,
Banifhed next to the metropolis of one of the
moft celebrated people in the univerfe, you leap-
ed, as one may fay, from one extremity to the
other, your genius fupplying all the intermediate
degrees. Then vifliting the only nation of men
which remains among the various herds that are
fcattered over the face of the earth, you had an
qppnmmltv of [eeing 2 well-governed fociety, or

at leaft a {ociety under a good government ; you
had there an opportunity of obferving how far
the public voice is the foundation of liberty.—
You have travelled through all climates, and
have vifited all countries bengath the fun. Add
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te this, a fight {till more worthy admiration, that
which you enjoy in the prelence of the (ublime
and refined foul, triumphant over its paffions, and
ruling over itfelf. The firft objet of your affec-
tions is that which is now daily before you, yout
admiration of which is but the better founded,
for your having feen and c-::nteuipltted {fo many
others, There is now nothing more worth your
attention or concern. 'The only objeét of your
future contemplation fheuld be yourfelf, that of
your future enjoyment the fruits of your know-
ledge. You have lived enough for this life;
think now of living for that which is to come,
and w‘htch will Jaft for ever.

Your paﬂil:ms by which you were {o long en-
flaved, did not deprive you of your virtue. This
“is all your boaft, and doubtlefs you have reafon to
glory in it; yet, be not too proud. Your very
fortitude is the effe¢t of your weaknefs. Do
you know how it came that you grew enamoured
of virtue? It was becaufe virtue always ape
peared to your imagination in the amiable form
of that lovely woman, by whom the is fo truly
reprefented, and whole image you will always
adore, But will you neverlove her for her own
fake ? will you never, like Eloifa, court virtue of
your own accord? Vain and indoleut enthue
fiat | will you content yousfelf with bascly ade
miring her virtues, without attempting to imitate-
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226 ELOISA,

them ! You fpeak in rapture of the manner in
whu::h fthe difcharges the important duties of
w:fe and mother ; but when will you difcharge
thoﬁ: of a man and a friend, by her example !
Slm,ll a woman be able to triumph over herfelf,
and 2 philofopher find it difficult to conquer his
pafions? Will you continue to be always a

iere prater,y like the reft of them, and be content
to write good books, inftead of doing good
actions* ! ‘I'ake care, my friend ; I ftill perceive

- ® Not that this philefophical age bas not produced one
true philofopher, I know one, 1 muft confefs, and but
~ one; but the happieft circumftance is, that he refides in
my native coumiry. Shall [ venture publicly 1o name
him, whofe honour it is to have remained unknown ? Yes,
* learned and modeft Abduzit, let your fublime fimplicity
forgive my zeal, which, to fay truth, hath not your name
for its objeft. No, it is not you I would make known in

age unworthy to admire you ; it is Geneva I would
honour, by making it known as the place of your ref«
dence. It ismy fellow- citizens who are honoured by your
prefence. Happy the country where the merit that cone

ceals itfelf is by fo much the morc efteemed. Happy the

people amonz whom prefumptucus and forward youth

is afhamed of its dogmatic infolence, and blufthes at its -

vain knowledge before the learned ignorance of age. Ve-

nerable and virtuous eld man! you havenever been p:aiftd.

by babbling wits; no noify academician has written your
eulogivm. Inftead of depcfiting all your wifdem in books,
you have difplayed it in your life, &s an E:ﬂmpl:'tu the
country you have deigned to make the objet of your el-
~ teem. You have livedlike Scerates; but he died by the hands
of his fellow-citizens, while you are cherifhed by yours, -
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ELOISA. 227

an air of foftnefs and effeminacy in your writing,

which dilpleafes me, zs I think it rather the effeét

of an unextinguithed paflion than peculiar to
your charalter. 1 hate imbecility in any one,
and cannot bear the thoughts of it in my friend.

There is no fuch thing as virtue without forri-

tude, for pufillanimity is the certain attendant

on vice. How dare you rely on your own
ftrength, who bave no courage? Believe me,

were Eloifa as weak as you, the very firft oppor-

tunity would debafe you into an infamous adul.
terer. While you remain alone with her, there-
fore; learnto know her worth, and bluth at your
own demerit. ' _

I hope foon to be able to fee you ar Clarens ;
you know the motives of my deliring to fec Italy
again. Twelve years of miftakes and troubles

have rendered me fufpicious of myfelf ; to refift

my inclinations, howecver, my own abilitics

might fuffice; but to give the preference of one.

to the other, to know which I fhould indulge, re-
quires the affiftance of a fricnd : nor thall 1 take
lefs pleafure in being obliged to him on this occa-
fion, than I have done in obliging him on others,
Between friends, their oblizations, as well as

their affections, fhould be. recipracal. De not

deceive yourfelf, however; before I put any
confidence in you, I fhall enquire whether you

are worthy of it, and if you defervu to re
g R '
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228 - BLO1SA. |
me the fervices you have formerly received.

Your heart I know, andam fatished with its in.

tegrity; but this is not all ; it is your judgment
1 fhall have occafion for, to dire& me in making

a choice which fhould be governed entirely by
reafon, and in which  mine may be partial. I
am not apprehenfive of danger from thofe paffions,
which, making open war upon us, give us warn-
ing to put ourfelves upon our defence; and
whatever be their effelt, leave us {till confcious
of our errors. We cannot [o properly be faid to
be overcome by thele, as to give way to them,
I am more fearful of delufion than conftraint, and
of being involuntarily induced to do what my
reafon condemns. We have no need of foreign
affiftance to {upprefs our inclinations; but the
affiftance of a friend may be neceflary to point out
which it is moft prudent to indulge: in this
cafe it is that the friendfhip of a wile man may
be ufeful, by his viewing, in a different light,
thofe objelts with which it is our intereft to be
intimately acquainted. Examine yourfelf, there-
fore, and tell me whether, vainly repining at
jnﬂte, you will continue for ever ufelefs to
yourfelf and others, or if, refuming the command
over yourlelf, you will at Jaft become capable of
advifing and #ffifting your friend. |

My affair§ will not detain me in Landon more
than a fortnight longer, when I fhall fet out for.
our army in Flanders, where 1 intend to ftay
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about the fame time: fo that you muft not ex-
~ pe&t to fee me before the end of next month, or
the beginning of Océtober. .In the mean time,
write no more to me at London, but direft your
letters to the army, agreeably to the enclofed
addrefs. When you write, proceed alfo in your
defcriptions ; for, notwithftanding the cenfure I
pais on your letters, they both affett and inftruct
mic, giving me, at the fame time, the moft fattering
ideas of a life of peace and retirement, agreeable
to my temper and age. - In particular, I charge
you to cafc my mind of the difquietude you have
excited concerning Mrs. Wolmar. If fhe be
diffatisfied, who on earth can hope for happinefs ?

After the relation you have given me, I cannot’

conceive what can be wanting to complete her
felicicy. :

LETTER CXXXVIII

TO LORD B—.

Yes, my lord, I can with tranfport affure you
the affair of Meillerie was the crifis of my folly.
and misfortunes, My converfation with M,
Wolmar made me perfeftly acquainted with the
true ftate of my heart. That heart, too weak I
confefs, is neverthelef cured of its paffion as
much as it poflibly can be ; and I prefer my pre-
#ant ftate of filent regret to that of being perpes’
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tually fearful of falling into guilt.  Since the re-
turn of this worthy friend, I no longer hefitate
to give him that title which you have rendered

fo valuable. It is the leaflt I can beftow on every
one who afifts me in returning to the paths of

virtue. My heart is now become as peaceful as

the manfion I inhabit. I 'begin to be at eafe in -

my refidence ; to live as if I was.at home; and,
if I do not take upon me altogether the tone and
authority of mafter, I feel yeta greater pleafure
in fuppofing myfelf a brother of the family.
There is fomething fo delightful in the fimplicity
and equality which reign in this retirement, that
I cannot help being affccted with tendernefs and
refpet. Thus, I [pend my days in tranquillity,
amidft praical philofophy and fufceptible virtue,
In company with this happy couple, thcir fitua-
tion infenfibly affe@s me, and raifes my heart by
degrees into unifon with theirs,

What a delightful retreat! What a -charmmg
habitation! A continuance in this place renders
it even yet.more delightful; and though it appear
not very ftriking at firit ﬁght, it 1s impoffible
not to be pleafed with it, when it is once known.
The pleafure Mrs. Wolmar takes in difcharging
the nobleft duties, in making all who approach
ber virtuous and happy, communicates itfelf to
all thofe who are the objects of her care, to her
hufband, her children, her gueits, her domeftics,
‘No tumultuous fcenes of noify mirth, no loud
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peals of laughter, are heard in this peaceful man-
fion ; ‘but, in their ftead, you always meet with
contented hearts and cheerful countenances. If
at any time you fee a tear, it is the tear of fulcep-
tibility and joy. Troubles, cares, and forrow in-
trude not here, any more than vice and remorfe,
of which they are the fruits.

- As to Eloifa, it is certain, that, excepting
the fecret caufe of uncalinefs with which I ac-
quainted you in my laft,* every thing confpires
to make her happy. And yet, with fo many
realons to be fo, a thoufand other women would
think themfelves miferable in the fame {ituation.
Her uniform and retired manner of living would
be to them infupportable ; they would think the
noife of children infufferable ; they would be fa-
tigued to death with the care. of their family;
they would not be able to bear the country ; the
‘efteem and prudence of a hufband, not over ten-
der, would hardly reccompenfec them for his

indifference and age ; his prefence, and even his:
regard for them, would be burdenfome. They

would cither find means to fend him abread,
that they might live more at their liberty; or
would leave him to himfeif ; defpifing the peace~

ful pleafures of their fituation, and femng more

dangemus ones clfewhere, they would never be

‘ The letter here ailu-:l:d to is not inferted in tl:us m-'i-
Iutmn. The uaﬁnn of it mll h Iun hqrnﬁq.t
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at eafe in their own houfe, unlefs when they
came as vifitors, It requires a found mind, to
be able to enjoy the pleafures of retirement ; the

virtuous only being capable of amufing themfelves.

with their family concerns, and of veluntarily fe-
cluding theml(elves from the world; if there be
on earth any fuch thing as happinefs, they un-
doubtedly enjoy it in fuch a ftate. But the
means of happinefs are nothing to thofe who
know not how to make ufe of them ; and ‘'we ne-
ver know in what true happinefs confifts, till we
have acquired a tafte for its enjoyment.

If 1 were defired to fpeak with precifion, as to
the reafon why the inhabitants of this place are
happy, I fhould think I could not anfwer with
greater propriety than to fay, it is becaufe they bere
kngw kow to live ; not in the fenfe in which thefe
words would be taken in France, where it would
be underftood that they had adopted certain cuf-
toms and manners in vogue : No, but they have
adopted fuch manners as are moft agreeable to
human life, and the purpofes for which man came
inte the world ; to that life you mention, of which:
you have fet me an example, which extends be-
yond itfelf, and is not given up for loft even in the
w ﬂ'f dﬂth-

- Eloifa has a father who is anxious for the ho-

nour and interefts of his family : fhe has children
for whofe fubfiftence it is neceflary to provide.

This ought to be the chief care of manina
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flate of fociety ; and was, therefore, the frft in.

which Eloifa and her hufband united. When
they began houfe-keeping, they examined into
the ftate of their fortunes; not confidering fo
much whether they were proportioned to their
rank, as to their wants; and feeing they were
fufficient for the provifion of an honourable fami-
Jy, they had not {o bad an opinion of their chil-
dren, as to be fearful left the patrimony they had
20 leave, would not content them. They ap-
plied themfelves, therefore, rather to improve
their prefent, than acquire a larger fortune ; they
placed their money rather fafely than profitably ;
and, inftead of purchafing new cftates, fet about
increafing the walue of that which they already
had ; leaving their own example in this point,

as the only treafure by which they would de-

fire to fee the inheritance of their offspring in-
It is true, that an eftate which is not aug-
mented, is liable to many accidents, by which

it will naturally diminifh: but if chis were a fuf-

ficient motive to begin increafing, when could it
ceafe to be a pretext for a conftant augmenta-
tion? Mouft it be divided among feveral chil-

dren? Beit fo. Muft they beall idle? ‘Will

not the induftry of each be a fupplement to his
fharc ? and ought it not to be confidered in the
partition? It is thus -that infatiable avarice
makes its way under the mafk of prudence, and
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leads to vice under the cloak of its own fecurity.
“Itis in vain (fays M. Wolmar) to attempt to
give to human affairs that ftability which is not
in their nature. Prudence itfelf requires that we
fhould leave many things to chance ; and if our
lives and fortunes depend fo much.on accident,
what a folly is it to make ourfelves really unhap-
py, in order to prevent doubtful evils, or avoid
inevitable dangers ”—The only precaution he
took was, to live one whole year on his princi-
pal, in order to have fo much before-hand to re-
ceive of the intereft, fo that he had always the
yearly product of his eftate at command. He
chofe rather to diminifh his capital, than to be
perpetually under the neceflity of dunning for his
rents ; the confequence of which has been in the
- end advantageous to him, as it prevented him from

borrowing, and other ruinous expedients, to which .

many people are obliged to have recourfe on every
unforefeen accident. Thus good management
fupph:l the place of parfimony, and he is in fadta
gainer by what he has {pent.

The mafter of this houfe poffefles ’hul: a mode-
rate fortune, according to the eftimation of the
worldy but in reality I hardly know any body

more opulent. There is, indeed, no fuch thingf

as abfolute wealth: that term fignifying only the
relation between the wantsand pofleffions of thofe

who are rich.  One man is rich, though poffeffing

only an acre of Jand ; another is a beggar in the
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midft of heaps of gold. Luxury and caprice have
no bounds, and make more perfons poor than their
real wants, DBut the proportion between their
wants, and their ability of fupplying them, is herc
eftablifhed on a fure foundation, namely, the per.
feGt harmony {ubfifting between hufband and
wife: the former taking upon him the charge of
colle&ing the rents and profits of his eftate, and
the latter, that of regulating their expences; and
on this harmony depends their wealth.

I was at firlt -ftruck with a peculiarity in the
economy of this houfe, where there appeared fo
much eafe, freedom, and gaiety, in the midft of
order and diligence ; the great fault of well-regu-
lated houfes being, that they always wear an air
of gloominc(s and veftraint,  The extreme folici-
tude alfo of the heads of the family, looks toa much
like avarice. Every thing about them feems con-
firained, and there appears fomething fervile in
their punctuality, which renders it intolerable.
‘The domeftics do their duty indeed, but then
they do it with an air of difcontent and miftruft,
The guefts, it is true, are well received ; but
they dare not make ufe of a freedom cautioully
beftowed, and are always afraid of doing fome.
thing that will be reckoned a breach of regula-
rity. Such flavith fathers of families cannot be
faid to live for themfelves, but for their chil-
dren ; without confidering that they are not on-

ly fathers but meny and that they ought to fet
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their children an example how to live prudent
and happy. More judicious maxims are adopted
here. M. Wolmar thinks one of the principal
duties of a father of a family, is to make his houfe,
i the firlt place, agreeable, that hie children may

delight in their home, and that, feeing their father

happy, they may be tempted to tread in his foot-
fteps. Another of his maxims, and which he of-
ten repeats, is, that the gloomy and fordid lives of
fathers and mothers are almoft always the firft
caufe of the ill.condult of children.

As to Eloifa, who never had any other guide,
and who needed no better, than her own heart,
fhe obeys, without fcruple, its diftates; being
then certain of doing right. Can a mind fo fuf~
ceptible as her’s be infenfible to pleafure? On
the contrary, fhe dellghts in every amufement,
nor refufes to join in any diverfion that promifes

to be agreeable ; but her pleafures are the plea-

fures of Eloifa, She negle&ts neither her own
convenience, nor the fatisfa&ion of thofe who are
dear to her. She efteems nothing fuperfluous that
may contributc to the happinefs of a fenfible mind;
but cenfures every thing as fuch that ferves only
to make a figure in the eyes of others ; fo that you
will find in this houfe all the gratifications which
luxury and pleafure can beftow, without refine-
ment or cffeminacy. With refpe&t to magnifi-
cence and pomp, you will fee no more of it than
the was obliged to fubmit to, in order to pleafe
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her father ; her own tafte, however, prevails even
here, which confifts in giving to every thing lefs
brilliancy and fthow, than grace and elegance.
When I talk to her of the methods which are
daily invented at Paris and London, to hang the
coaches eafier, fhe does not difapprove of that ; but

when I tell her of the great expence they are at -

in the varnithing of them, fhe can hardly believe
or comprehend me : fhe afks me, if fuch fine var-
nifth makes the coaches more commadious; In-

deed, the fcruples not to fay that I exaggerate a.

good deal on the fcandalous paintings with which
they now adorn their equipages, inftead of the
coats of arms formerly ufed ; as if it were more
cligible to be known to the world for a man of
licentious manners, than as a man of good family..

But fhe was particularly fhocked when I told her

that the ladies had introduced, and kept up this-

cuftom, and that their chariots were diftinguifha-

ble from thofe of the gentlemen only by paintings.

more lafcivious and immodeft. I was obliged to
recount to her an expreffion of your noble friend’s

on this fubject, which fhe could hardly digeft. I

was with him one day to look at a vis-a-vis which
happened to be in this tafte. But he no fooner

calt bis eyes on the pannels, than he turned,
away from it, telling the owner, that he fhould.
offer carriages of that kind to wanton women of
quality, for that no modeft man could make ule of

them.
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As the firft ftep to virtue is to forbear doing
illy fo the firft ftep to happinefs is to be free from
pain. ‘T'hefe two maxims, which, well under-
{ftood, would render precepts of morality in a
great degree ufelefs, are favourite ones with
Mrs. Wolmar. She is extremely affeéted by the
misfortunes of others ; and it would be as dificult
for her to be happy with wretched objelts about
her, as it would be for an innocent man to pre-
ferve his virtue,-and live in the midft of vices
She has none of that barbarous pity,” which is fa-

tisfied with turning away its eye from the mifer-

able objefts it might relieve. On the contrary,
fhe makes it her bufinefs to feek out fuch objeéts:
it is the exiftence, and not the prefence of the
unhappy, which gives her affli¢tion. It is not
fufficient for her to be ignorant that there are any
fuch ; itis neceflary to her quict that the fhould

be aflured there are none miferable; at leaft with-

in her fphere of charity : for it would be unrea-
fonable to extend her concern beyond her own
neighbourhosd, and to make her happinefs depend
upon the welfare of all mankind, - She takes care

to inform herfelf of the neceflities of all that live

near her, and interefts herfelf in their relief, as if

their wants were her own. She knows everyone
perfonally, includes them all, as it were, in her

Emily,‘ and {pares no pains to banifh or zlleviate
thofe misfortunes and aflitions to which human
life is fubjedt. S
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I am defirous, my lord, of profiting by your
inftructions ; but you muft forgive me a piece of
enthufiafm, of which I am no longer afhamed,
and with which you yourfelf are affe&ted. There
will never be another Eloifa in the world, Provi-
dence takes a particular intereft in every thing
that regards her, nor leaves any thing to the confe.
quence of accident. Heaven feems to have fent
her upon earth, to [erve at once as an example of
that excellence of which human nature is cepa-
ble, and of that happinefs it may enjoy in the
obfcurity of prﬂivﬂe life, without havin g recourfe
either to thofe public virtues which fometimes
raife bumanity above itfelf, or to thofe honours
with which the breath of popular applaufe re-
wards them. Her fault, if love be a fault, has
ferved only  to difplay her fortitude and virtue.
Her relations, her friends, her fervants; all hap-
pily fituated, were formed to refpeét her, and be
refpeCled by her. - Her country is the mﬁ;,»- one
upon earth where fhe ought to have been born ;
to be happy herfelf, it was neceflary for her to
live among a happy people. If, to her misfor-
tune, {he had been born among thofe unhappy
wretches, who groan beneath a load of oppref-
fion, and {ftruggle in vain againft the iron hand
of cruelty, every complaint of the opprefled had
poifoned the fweets of her life ; the common ruin
had been her’s, and her benevolent heart had
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made her fecl inceflantly thofe evils fhe could not
have redrefled.

Inftead of that, every thing here animates and
- fupperts the native goodnels of her difpolition.-
She has no public calamities to afliét her. She
fees not around her the frightful pl&urr.s of indi-
gence and defpair.  The villages, in ealy cir-
cumitances, have more need of her advice than
" her bounty.* Buat, if there be found among
them an orphan, too young to earn his fubfift-
ence ; an oblcure widow, who pines in fecret in-
digence ; a childlefs father, whofe hands, enfee-
bled by age, cannot fupply him with the means
of life; fhe is not afraid that her bounty will
increafc the public charge, by encouraging idle-
~nefsor knavery. The happinefs the herfelf feels-
multiplies and extends itfelf to all around her.

Every houfe fhe enters foon becomes a copy of

" her awn : nor are convenience and order only
purfucd from her example, but harmony and:
goodnefs become equally the objelts of domeftic
management. When fhe goes abroad, fhe fees:

® There is, near Clarens, a village called Moutru, the
right of common towhich is fufficient to maintain the in-
- habitants, though they had not @ foot of land of their
own. For which reafon, the freedom of that villageis
almoft as difficult to be obtained as that of Berne. Ttis
a great pity that fome honelt magiftrate is not appointed
to make thefe burghers a little more fociable, or thnt"
burghtrﬂup lels d:ar
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none but agreeable objeéls about her ; and when
fhe returns home, fhe is faluted by others flill
more engaging. « Her heart is delighted by every
profpect that meets her eyes ; and, little fufcep-
tible as it is of fel-love, it is led to love itfelf in
the effets of its own benevolence. No, my lord,
I repeat in again ; nothing that regards Eloifa can
be indifferent to the caufe of virtue. Her charms,
her talents, her tafte, her errors, her affliGions,
her abede, her friends, her family, her pains, her
pleafures, every thing in fhort that completes her
deftiny, compofe a life without example ; fuch as
few women would choofe to imitate, and yetTuch
as all, in fpite of themfelves, muft admire.

What pleafes me moft, in the folicitude which
prevails here regarding the happi;{:{; of others,

is, that their benevolence is always exerted with .

prudence, and is never abufed. We do not al~
ways fucceed in.our benevolent intentions ; hut,

on the contrary; fome people imagine they are

doing pgreat fervices, who are, in reality, doing
great injuries ; and, with a view to a little ma-
~ nifeft good, are guilty of much unforefeen evil.
Mrs, Wolmar, indccd, poffefles, in an eminent
degree, a qualification very rare, even among
women of the beft charadter ; I mean, an exquie
{ite difcernment in the diftribution of her favours,
and that as well in the choice of means to render

them really ufeful, as of the perfons on whom they
.. Vor. d1I. L . :
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are beftowed. For her conduét in this point, the
has laid down certain rules, to which fhe invari-
ably adheres. She knows how to grant or refufe
every thing that is afked of her, without betray-
ing the leaft weaknefs in her compliance, or ca-
price in her denial. Whoever hath committed
one infamous or wicked action, hath nothing to
hope for from her but juftice, and her pardon, if
he has offended her ; but never that favour and
proteftion which fhe can beflow on a worthier
objet. I heard her once refule a favour, which
depended on herfelf only, to 2 man of this ftamp.
I wifh you happy (faid fhe to him coldly) but
¢« I fhall not contribute any thing to make you
¢ fo, left I fhould put it in your power to injure
¢¢ others. There are too many heneft people in
‘¢ the world who require relief, for me to think of
% affifting you.” Tt is true, this piece of jufl fe-
verity coft her dear, and it is but {eldom fhe has
occafion to exercife it. Her maxim is, to look
upon all thofe as deferving people, of whofec de-
merits fhe is not fully convinced ; and there are
few perfons weak and wicked enough not to
cvade the full proofs of their guilt, She has none
of that indolent charity of the wealthy, who give
money ta the miferable, to be exculed from at-
tending to their diftrefs ; and know how to an-
fwer their petitions only by giving alms., Her
is not inexhauftible, and fince the is become

the mother of a family, fhe regulates it with more
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economy. Of all the kinds of relief we may af-
ford to the unhappy, the giving alms is certainly
that which cofts us lealt trouble ; but it is alfe
the moft tranfitory and leait ferviceable to the ob-
je&t relieved : Eloifa does not feck to get rid of
fuch objeds, but to be ufeful to them.

Neither does fhe grant her recommendation,
or exert her good offices, without firlt knowing
whether the ufe intended to be made of her in-
tereft be juft and reafonable. Her protetion is
never refuled to any one who really flands in
need of, and deferyes to obtain it : but for thofe
who defire to rmﬁ: themfelves through ficklenefs
or ambition only, fhe can very feldom be pre-
vailed upon to give herfelf any trouble. T he na-
tural bufinefs of man is to cultivate the earth, and
fubfift on its produce. The peaceful inhabitant
of the country needs only to know in what hap-

pinefs confifts, to be happy. All the real plea-

fures of humanity are within his reach ; he fecls
onlythofepains which are infeparable from it, thofe
pains which, whoever feeks to rembve, will only
change for others more {evere.®* His fituation 1s
the only neceffary, the only ufeful one, in life.
He is never unhappy, but when others tyrannizz

# Man, perverted from his firft ftate of fimplicity, he
comes fo fiupid, that he even knows net what to defire.
His withes always tend to wealth, and mever to happinefs

L 2
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over him, or {feduce him by their vices. Inagri-
culture and hufbandry confift the real profperity
of a country, the greatnels and ftrength which 2
people derive fiom themfelves, that which de-
pends not on otker nations, which is not obliged
to attack others for its own prefervation, but is
productive of the fureft means of its own defence.
In making an eftimate of the ftrength of a nation,

& fuperficial obferver would vifit the court, the ‘

prince, his pofts, his troops, his magazines, and
his fortified towns ; but the true politician would
take a furvey of the country, and vifit the cot-
tages of the hufbandmen. The former would
only fee what is already executed, but the latter
what was capable of being put into execution.
On this principle they proceed here, and yet
more fo at Etange; they contribute as much as
poflible to make the peaflants happy in their con-
dition, without ever affifting them to change it.
T'he better, as well as the poorer fort of people,
are equally defirous of fending their children to
the cities ; the one that they may ftudy and be-
come gentlemen, the others, that they may find
employment, and fo cafe their parents of the
charge of maintaining them. The young people,
on their part, have curiefity, and are generally
fond of roving : the girls alpire to the drefs and
finery of the citizens ; and the boys, moft of them,
go into foreign fervice, thinking it better to re-
turn with the haughty and mean air of mercena-
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sies, and a ridiculous contempt of their former
condition, than with that love for their coun-
try and liberty which honourably diftinguifh-
ed their progenitors. It is the care of this bene-
volent family to remonftrate againft thefe mifla-
ken prejudices; to reprefent to the peafants the
danger of their children’s principles; the ill con=
fequences of fending them from home, and the
continual rifks they run of lofing their life, fore
tune, and morals, where a thoufand are ruined
for one who does well. 1f, after all, they conti-
nue obftinate, they are left at their own indifcre-
tion, to run into vice and mifery, and the care

which was thrown away on them, is turned up= -

on thofe who have liftened to realon. This is
exerted in teaching them to honour their native
condition, by feeming to honour it ourfelves: we
do not converfe with peafants, indeed, inthe ftyle
of coursts; but we treat them with a grave and
diftant familiarity, which, without raifing any one
out of his ftation, teaches them to refpe& ours.
T'here is not one honeft labourer in the village,

. who does not rife greatly in his own eftimation,

when an opportunity offers of our fhowing the

differerice of our behaviour to him, and to fuch

petty vifitants, who come home to make a figure

for a day or two, and to eclipfe their relations.

M. Wolmar and the Baron, when he is here,

feldom fail of being prefent at the exercifes and
. L3
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reviews of the militia of the.village, and parts ad-
jacent : their prefence has a great effe& on the
youth of the country, who are naturally of a mar-
tial and fpirited temper, and are extremely de-
lighted to fee themfelves honoured with the pre-
fence of veteran officers. They are ftill prouder
of-their own merit, when they fec foldiers retired
from foreign fervice, lefs expert than themfelves :
yet this they often do; for, do what you will, five-
pence a-day, and the fear of being caned, will ne-
ver produce that emulation which may be excited
in a free man under arms, by the prefence of his
- relations, his neighbours, his frtends, his mlﬂ;rcl'a,
and the honour of his cmmltr];r

- Mrs. Wolmar’s great maxim is, therefore, ne-
ver to encourage any one to change his condi-
tion, but to contribute all in her power to make
every one happy in his prefent ftation; being
particularly folicitous to prevent the happieft of
all fituations, that of a peafant in a fres flate,
from being defpiled, in favour of other employ-
ments.

. I remember, that I one day made an objection
on this fubjed, founded on the different talents
which nature {feems to have beftowed on mankind,
in, order to fit them for different occupations,
without any regard to their birth. This fhe ob-
- viated, however, by obferving that there were
two more material things to be confulted, before
talents, thefe were, virtue and happinefs. ¢ Man
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(faid fhe) is too noble a being to be made a mere
tool of for the ufe of others: he ought not to be
employed in what he is fit for, without confulting
how far fuch employment is fit for him; for
we are not made for our ftations, but our ftations
for us. In the right diftribution of things, there-
fore, we fhould not adapt men to circumfitances,
but circumftances to men ; we fhould not feek
that employment for which a manis beft adapted,
but that which is beft adapted to make him virtu-
ous and happy. For it can never be right to de-
ftroy one human foul for the temporal advantage
of others, nor to make any man a villain for the
. ufe of honeft people. Now, out of a thoufand per-
fons who leave their native villages, there are not
ten of them but what are fpoiled by going to town,
and become even more profligate than thofe who

initiate them into vice. Thofe who feeceed, and.

make their fortunes, frequently compafs it by bafe

and difhoneft means; while the unfuccefsful, in-

ftead of returning to their former occupation, ra-
ther choofc to turn beggars and thicves. But,
fuppofing that one out of the thoufand refifts the
contagion of example, and perfeveres in the fen-
timents of honefty, do you think that, upon the
whole, his life 1s as happy as it might have been
in the tranquil oblcurity of his firft condition ?

¢ It is no ealy matter to dilcover the talents
with which nature hath feverally endowed us.

L4
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On the contrary, it is very difficult to diftinguifh
thofe of young perfons the beft educated and moft
attentively obferved: how then fhall a peafant,
meanly bred, prefume to judgeof his own? There
i¢ nothing fo equivocal as the genius frequently
attributed to youth ; the fpiric of imitation has
often a greater fhare initthan natural ability, and
very often it depends more on accident than a de-
termined inclination; nor does even inclination
itfelf always determine the capacity. Real ta-
lents, or trué genius, are attended with a certain
{implicity of difpofition, which makes it lefs reft-
lefs and enterprifing, lefs ready to thruft itfelf for=
ward than a fuperficial and falfe one; which is ne-
verthelefs generally miftaken for the true, and con-
{sfts only in a vain defire of making a figure with-
out talents to fupport it. One of thefe geniufes
hears the drum beat, and is immediately in idea a
general 3 another fees a palace building, and di-
reétly commences architet. Thus Guftin, my
gardener, from feeing fome of my works, muft
needs learn todraw. I fent him to Laufanne, to
a mafter, and he imagines himfelf already a fine
painter, The opportunity, and the defire of pre-
ferment, generally determine men’s profeffions.
But it is not enough to be fenfible of the bent of
our genius, unlefs we are willing to purfue it.
‘Will a prince turn eoachman, becaufe he is expert
at driving a fet of horfes! Will a duke turm
cook, becaufe he is ingenmious ar imventing ra-

Gougle

5 the belt
nly bred ,
lus
| [hare 1n it
I de
2 the
iplicity of
[ ) '[hl'llft
renerally
ure with

nd is

re & tly

‘my works
1magines

erment ,

le of the
m
turn cook ,



ELOISA. 249 |

gouts 1 Our talents all tend to preferment ; no
one pretends to thofe which would fit him for an
inferior ftation ; do you think this is agreeable to
the order of nature? Suppole every one fenfible
of his own talents, and as willing to employ them,
how is it poflible ? How could they furmouat fo
many obftacles? How could they overcome fo
many unworthy competitors? He who finds in
himfelf the want of abilities, would call in fub-
tlety and intrigue to his aid; and thereby fra-
quently becomes an over-match for others of
greater capacity and fincerity. Have you not
told me yourfelf a hundred times that the many
eftablilhments in favour ofthe arts, have only been
of prejudice to them ! In multiplying indifcreet-
ly the number of profeflors and academicians, true
merit is loft in the crowd ; and the honours due
to the moft ingenious, are always beftowed on the
moft intriguing, Did there exift, indeed, a foci-

ety, wherein the rank and employment of its re<

fpettive members, were exaétly calculated to their
talents and perfonal merit, every one might there
afpire to the place he thould be moft fit for ; butit
is neceflary to conduét ourfelves by other rules,
and give up that of abilities, in focieties where the
vileft of all talents is the only one that leads to for-
tune.

“] will add further (continued fhe) that I can-
not be perfuaded of the utility of having fo many
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different talents difplayed. [t feems necefary the

number of perfons fo qualified fhould be exadtly |

proportioned to the wants of fociety 3 now, if thofe
only were appointed to cultivate the earth who
fhould have eminent talents for agriculture ; orif
all thofe were taken from that employment who
might be found more proper for {fome other; there
would not remain a fufficient number of labourers
to furnifh the common neceffaries of life, Iam
apt to think, therefore, that great talents in men
are like great virtues in drugs, which nature has
provided to cure our maladies, though its inten-
tion certainly was, that we fhould never fland in
need of them. In the vegetable creation there
arc plants which aré poifonous, in the brutal,
animals that would tear us to pieces ; and among
mankind there are thofe who poffefs talents no lefs
deftrutive to their fpecics. Befides, if every
thing were to be put to that ufe for which its
qualitics feem beft adapted, it might he produive
of more harm than good in the world. There
are thoufands of fimple honeft people, who have
no occafion for a diverfity of great talents; fup-
porting themfelves better by their {implicity than
others with all their ingenuity. But, in pro-
portion as their morals are corrupted, their talents
are difplayed, as if to ferve as a fupplement to the
virtues they have loft, and to oblige the vicious to
be ufeful, in fpite of themfelyes,”

Another {ubject on which we differed was the
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relieving of beggars. As we live near a public’

road, great numbers are conflantly pafling by :
and it is the cuftom of the houfe to give to every
one that afks. * I reprefented t¢ her, that this
praétice was not only throwing that money away,
which might be charitably beftowed on perfons in
real want, but that it tended to multiply beggars
and vagabonds, who take pleafure in that idle life,
and by rendering themfelves a burden to fociety,
deprive it of their labour,

¢ ] fee very well (fays the) you have imbibed
prejudices, by living in great cities, and fome of
thofe maxims,by which your complaifant realoners
love to flatter the hard-heartednefs of the wealthy:
you make ule of their very expreflions. Do you
think to degrade a poor wretch belew a human
being, by giving him the contemptuous name of
beggar. Compaflionate as ynil really are, how
could you prevail on yourfelf to make ufe of it ?
Repeat it no more, my friend ; it does not come

well from your lips: believe m=, it is more dif= -

honourable for the cruel man by whom it is ufed,
than for the unhappy wretch who bears it. I
will not pretend to decide whether thofe wha
thus inveigh againft the giving alms are right or
wrong; but this I know, that M. Wolmar, whofe
good fenfe is not inferior to that of your philofo-
phers, and who has frequently told me of the ar-
guments they ule to fupprels their natural com-
L6

Gougle

re

y one that
1at money
yut that 1t

idle life ,

bour .

in great
'rs love to
Yy

eing , by

~ eallyare,

re , my
dif

7 wretch
eigh againlt
whole

frequently



252 ELOISA.

paflion. and fenfibility, has always appeared to
defpife them, and has never difapproved of my
conduét, His own argument is fimple. We
permit, fays he, and even fupport, at a great
expence, a multitude of ufelefs profeffions ; ma-
ny of which ferve only to fpoil and cerrupt our
manners. Now, to look upon the profeffion of
a beggar as a trade, fo far are we from having
any reafon to fear the like corruption of manners
from the exercife of it, that, on the contrary, it
ferves to excite in us thofe fentiments of huma-
nity which ought to unite all mankind., Again,
if we look upon begging as a talent, why fhould
I not reward the eloquence of a beggar, who has
art enough to excite my compaflion, and induce
me, to relieve him, as well as I do a comedian,
who, on the ftage, makes me fhed a few fruitlefs
tears 7 If the one makes me admire the good
aftions of others, the other. induces me to do a
good action myfelf; all that we feel at the re-
prefentation of a tragedy goes off as foon as we
come out of the play houfe ; but the remembrance
of the unhappy objeét we have relieved gives
continual pleafure. A great number of beggars
may be burdenfome to a ftate : but of how many
pmfeﬂ'mné, which are tolerated and encouraged,
may we not fay the fame? It belongs to the le-
giflature and adminiftration to take care there
fhould be no beggars; but, in order to make

Gougle

; never

, [ays he ,
ns ; ma ny
ipon the

n to fear the

ry, it ferves

ankind .

the

and induce
akes me

ns of others
he re

1oule ; but
wal plealure
" many

fame ? It

- beno



ELOISA, | 253

them lay down their trade,* is it neceflary to
make all other ranks of people inhuman and un-
natural ? For my part, continacl Eloifa, with-
out knowing what the poor may be to the flate,
I know they are all my brethren, and that I can-
not, without thinking myfelf inexcufeable, refufz
them the fmall relicf they alk of me. The greater
part of them, 1 own, are vagabonds ; but I know
too much of life to be ignorant how many misfor-
tunes may reduce an honeft man to fuch a fitua-

* To give to beggars, fay fome people, is to raife a
nurfery of thieves; thoogh it is, on the contrary, to pre-
vent their becoming fuch. I allow that the poor ought net
to be encouraged to turn beggars; but, when they once
are fo, -they ought to be (upported, left they fhould turn
robbers. Nothing induces people to change their profeflion
fo much as their not being able to live by it: now, thofe

‘who have once experienced the lazy life of a beggar, get
fuch an averfion to work, that they had rather go upon
the highway, at the hazard of their necks, than betake
themfelves again to labour. A farthing is foon afked for,
and foon refufed; but twenty farthings might provide a
fupper for a poor man, whom twenty refulals ﬁ'l-ight exaf-
perate to defpair: and who is there who would ever re-
fule fo flight a gift, if he reflefted that he might thereby
be the means of faving two men, the one from theft, and
perhaps the other from being murdered ¢ I have fome-
where read, that beggars are a kind of vermin that hang
about the wealthy. It is naturzl for children to cling
about their parents; but the rich, like cruel parents,

difown theirs, and Jeave them to be maintained by each

other,
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tion ; and how can I be fure, that an unhappy
ftranger, who comes in the name of God to im-
plore my affiftance, and to beg a morfel of bread,
is not fuch an honeft man, ready to perifh for

want, and whom my refufal may drive to de-~

fpair? The alms I diftribute at the door are of
no great value. A halfpenny and a piece of bead
are refufed to nobody ; and twice the propertion
is always given to fuch as are maimed, or other-
wife evidently incapable of labour. Should they
meet with the fame relief at every houfe which
can afford it, it would be fufficient to fupport
them on their journey ; and that is all a needy
traveller has a right to expeft. ; But’ fuppﬂﬁﬂg
this was not enough to yield them any real help,
it is at leaft a proof that we take fome part in
their diftrefs ; a fort of falutation that foftens the
rigour of refufing them more. A halfpenny and
a morfel of bread cofts little more, and are a more
civil anfwer that a mere God bedp you 5 which is
too often the only thing beftowed, 2s if the gifts
of Providence were not placed in the hands of
men, or that Heaven had any other ftore on earth
than what is laid up in the coffers of the rich.
In fhort, whatever we ought to think of fuch un-
fortunate wretches, and though nothing fhould
in juftice be given to common beggars, we ought
at leaft, out of refpect to ourfelves, to take fome
notice of fuffering humanity, and not harden our
hearts at the fight of the miferable.
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¢ This is my behaviour to thofe, who, without .

any other fubterfuge or pretext, come openly a

. begging. With refpe&t to fuch as pretend to be

workmen, and complain for want of employment,
we have here tools of almoft every kind for them,
and we fet them to work. By this means we
aflift them, and put their induftry to the proof ;
a circumftance which is now fo well known,
that the lazy cheat never comes again to the
gate.”

It is thus, my lord, this angelic creature always

deduces fomething from her own virtues, to com-

bat thole vain fubtleties, by which people of cruel
difpofitions palliate their vices. The folicitude
and pains fhe takes to relieve the poor are allo
ranked among her amufements, and take up great
part of the time fhe can {pare from her moft im-
portant duties. *After having performed her du-
ty to others, fhe then thinks of herfel{; and the

means {he takes to render life agrecable, may be

reckoned among their virtues: fo commendable
are her conftant motives of action, that modera-
tion and good fenfe are always mixed with her
pleafures! She is ambitious to pleafe her hufband,
who always delights to fee her cheerful and gay :
fhe is defirous of inftilling into her children a
tafte for innocent pleafures, wherein moderation,
order, and {implicity; prevail, and [ecure the
heart from the violence of impetuous paffions.
‘the amules herfelf, therefor:, to divert them, as
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the dove ﬁ:nftens the grain to neurifh the young
ones,

Eloifa’s mind and body are tqul.ll_',r fenfible.
The fame delicacy prevails as well in her fenfes
as her fentiments, She was formed to know and
taftc every pleafurc. Virtue having been long

efteemed by her as the moft refined of all delights,

in the peaceful enjoyment of that fupreme plea-
fure the debars herfelf of none that are confiftent
with it ; but then her method of enjoyment re-
fembles the aufterity of feif-denial . not indeed
of that afliling and painful felf-denial which is
hurtful to nature, and which its author rejefls as
“ridiculous homage ; but of that flight and mode-

rate reftraint by which the empire of reafon is

preferved ; and which ferves as a whet to plea-
_fure, by preventing difzuft. She will have it,
that every thing which pleafes the fenfe, and is

not neceflary to life, changes its nature, when-

ever it becomes habitual ; that it ceafes to be
pleafant in becoming needful ; that we thus by
habit lay ourfelves at once under a needlefs re-
ftraint, and deprive ourfelves of a real pléafure ;
and that the art of fatisfying our defires lies not in
indulging, but in fupprefling them. The methed
{he takes to enhance the pleafures of the leaft
amufement, is to deny herfelf the ufe of it twenty
times for once that fhe enjoys it. Thus her mind
preferves its firft vigour ; her tafte is not fpoiled
by ufe ; the has no need to excite it by excefs ;
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and I have often feen her take exquifite delight in
a childeft diverfiom, which would have been infi-
pid to any other perfon on earth.

A ftill nebler objeét, which fhe propofes to
herfelf from the exercile of this virtue, is that of
remaining alveays miftrefs of horfelfy and thereby
to accuftom her paffions to obedience, and to fub-
ject her inclinations to rule. This is 2 new way
to behappy ; for it is certain that we enjoy nothing
with {o little difquietude as what we can part from
without pain ; and if the philofopher be happy, it
is becaufe he is the man from whom fortune can

take the leaft.

But what appears to me the moft fingular in

-her moderation is, that fhe purfues it for the very

fame reafons which hurry the voluptuous into ex-
cefs. Life is indeed fhort, fays the, which is a
reafon for enjoying it to the end, and managing
its duration in fuch a manner as to mzke the mofk
of it. Ifone day’s indulgence and fatiety deprives
us of a whole year’s tafte for enjoyment, it is bad
philofophy to purfue our defires fo far as they may
be ready to lcad us, without confidering whether
we may not outlive our faculties, and our hearts
be exhaufted beforeour time. I fee that our com-
mion epicures, in order to let {lip no opportunity
of enjoyment, lofe all : and, perpetually anxious
in the midft of pleafures, can find no enjoyment
inany. They lavifh away the time of which they
think they are economifts, and ruin themfelves,
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like mifers, by not knowing how to give any
thing away. For my part, I hold the oppofite
maxim ; and fhould prefer, in this cafe, rather
too much [everity than relaxation. It fometimes
happens that 1 break up a party of pleafure, for
no other reafon than that it is too agreeable; and,

by repeating it another time, have the ﬁtﬁﬁ&;on
of enjoying it twice.

Upon fuch principles are the {weets of life, and
the pleafures of mere amufement regulated here.
Amidft her various application to the feveral
branches of her domeftic employment, Eloifa
takes particular carc that the kitchen is not neg-
le€ted. Her table is {pread with abundance ; but
it is not the deftructive abundance of fantaftic
luxury : all the viands are common, but excellent
in their kind ; the cookery is fimple but exquifite,
All that confifts in appearance only, whofe nicety
depends on the fithion, all your delicate and far-
fetched dilhes, whofe {carcity is their only value,
are banifhed from the table of Eloifa. Among
the moft delicious alfo of thofe which are admite
ted, they daily abftain from fome; which they re-
ferve, in order to give an air of feftivity to thoie
meals for which they were intended; and which
are thereby rendered more agreeable, without be-
" ing more coftly, But of what kind, think you,
are thefe difhes, which are fo carcfully hufbanded ?
Choice game ! Sea-filh! Foreign produce? No.
Something better than all that. They ares per<
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haps a particular choice fallad of the country; fine
greens of our own gardens ; fith of the lake, drefled
in a peculiar manner ; cheele from the mountaine ;
a German pafty, or game cauzht by fome of the
domeftics. The table is ferved in a modeft and
rural, but agreeable manner, cheerfulnefs and
gratitude crowning the whole. Your gilt co-
vers, round which the guelts fit ftarving with
hunger; your pompous glaffes, ftuck out with
flowers for the delert, are never introduced here,
to take up the place intended for victuals; we
are entirely ignorant of the art of fatisfying hun-
ger by the eye. But then, no where do they fo
well know how to add welcome to good cheer,
to eat a good deal without eating too much, to
drink cheerfully without intoxication, to fit fo
long at table without being tired, and to rife from
it without difguft, On the. firft floor there is a
little dining-room, different from that in which
we ufually dine, which is on the ground flocr,
This room s built in the corner of the houfe, and
has windows in two afpeéts: thofe on one fide
overlook the garden, beyond which we havea
profpeét of the lake between the trees: on the
other fide we have a fine view of a [pacious vine-
yard, that begins to dilplay the golden harveft
which we fhall reap inabout two months, The

- room is fmall, but ornamented with every thing

that can render it pleafant and agreeable. It
is here Eloifa gives her little entertainments to
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her father, to her hufband, to her coufin, to me,
to herfclf, and fometimes to her children. When
fhe orders the table to be fpread there, we
know immediately the defign ; and M. Wolmar
has given it the name of the Saloon of Apallo:

buc this faloon differs no lefs from that of Lucul-

lus, in the choice of the perfons entertained, than
in that ef the entertainment. Common guefts
are not admitted into it: we never dine there
when there are any ftrangers : it is the inviolable
alylum of mutual confidence, friendfhip, and
liberty. The fociety of hearts is there joined to
the focial bond of the table ; the entrance into it
is a kind of initiation into the myfteries of a cor-
dial intimacy ; nor do any perfons ever meet
there, but fuch as wifh never to be feparated.—
We wait impatiently for you, my lord, who are
to dine the very firft day inthe Apollo.
For my part, I was not at firft admitted to that
henour, which was referved for me till after my

return from Mrs. Orbe’s. Not that I imagined

they could add any thing to the obliging recep-
tion I met with o my arrival; but the fupper
made for me there gave me other ideas, It is
impoflible to defcribe the delightful mixture of

familiarity, cheerfulnefs and fociat eale, which I :

then experienced, and had never before tafted in
my whole life. I found myfelf more at liberty,
without being told to aflume it, and we feemed

even to uaderftand one another much better than
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before. Theablence of the domeftics, who were
difmiffed from their attendance, removeéd that re-
ferve which I {till felt at heart 3 and it was then
that I firft, at the inftance of Eloifa, refumed the
ccuftom I had laid afide for many years, of drinking
wine after meals.

I was enraptured at this repaft, and withed that
all our meals might have been made in the fame
manner. *“ I knew nothing of this delightful
room (faid I to Mrs. Wolmar) ; why do not you
always eat here I’ See (replied {he) how pret-
ty itis! Would it not be a pity to fpoil it ?”
T his anfwer feemed too much out of charadter
for me not to {ufpect {he had fome further mean-
ing. ‘¢ But why (added 1) have you not the
fame conveniences below, that the fervants might
be fent away, and leave us to talk more at liber-
ty 1" ¢ That (replied fhe) would be too agree-
able, and the trouble of being always at eale is
the greateft in the world.” 1 immediately com-
prehended her fyftem by this, and concluded that
her art of managing her plealures confifted in be-
ing fﬁaring; of them.

I think fhe drefles herfelf with more care than
formerly ; the only piece of vanity I ever re-
proached her for being that of negle@ing her
drefs. The baughty fair one had her reafons,
and left me no pretext to difown her power. But,
do all fhe could, my enchantment was too ftrong
for me to think it natural ; I was too cbitinate in
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attributing her negligence to art.  Not that the
power of her charms is diminifhed ; but the now
difdains to exert it; and I fhould be apt to fay,
fhe affefted a greater neatnefs in her drefs, that
fhe might appear only a pretty woman, had I not
difcovered the reafon for her prefent folicitude in
this point.  During the firft two or three days I
was miftaken j for, not refle&ting that the was
drefled in the fame manner at my arrival, which
was unexpeted, I thought fhe had done it out of
refpe&t to me. I was undeceived, however, in
the abfence of M. Wolmar. For the next day
fhe was not attired with that elegance which fo
eminently diftinguifhed her the preceding even-
ing, nor with that affeCting and voluptuous fim-
plicity which formerly enchanted me ; but with
a certain modefty that fpeaks through the eyes to
the heart, that infpires refpect only, and to which
beauty itfelf but gives additional authority., The
dignity of wife and mother appeared in all her
charms ; the timid and affeCtionate looks fhe caft
on me, were now mixed with an air of gravity
and grandeur, which feemed to caft a veil over
her features, In the mean time, fhe betrayed not
the leaft alteration in her behaviour ; her equa-
lity of tempery her candour knew nothing of
affectation. She prattifed only a talent natural
to her fex, to change fomctimes her fentiments
and ideas of them, by a different drefs, by a cap of
this form, or a gown of that colour. The day on
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which the expefted her ‘hufband’s return, fhe
again found the art of adorning her natural charms
without hiding them ; fhe came from her toilet,
indeed, a dazzling beauty, and I faw the was not
lefs capable to outfhine the moft {plendid drefs,
than to adorn the moft fimple. I coyld not help
being vexed, when [ reflected om the caufe of her
" preparation.

This tafte for ornament cxtends iticlf, from
the miftrefs of the houfe, through all the family.
The mafter, the children, the fervants, the
equipage, the building, the garden, the furni-
ture, are all fet off and kept in fuch order as
fhews what they are capable of, though magni-
ficence is defpifed. 1 do not mean true magnifi-
cence, and which confifts lefs in the expence,

than in the good order and noble difpofition of

things. * '

For my own part, I muit confefs it appears to

® And that it does fo appear to me is indifputable,
There is true magnificence in the proportion and fymme-
try of the parts of a great palace; but there is nore in a
confufed heap of irregular buildings, There is a magni-
ficence in the unifermity of a regiment in battalia ; but
none in the crowd of people that ftand gazing on them,
althcugh perhaps there is not 2 man among them whofe
apparel is not of more value than thofe of any individual
foldier. In a word, magrificence is nothing more than a
grand [cene of regularity, whence it comes to pafs, that,
of all fights imaginable, the moft magnificent are thofe of
nature. '
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me a more grand and noble fight, to fce a fmall
number of people happy in themfelves, and in
each other, in a plain medeft family, than to fee
the moit fplendid palace filled with tumult and
difcord, and every ane of its inhabitants taking
advantage of the general diforder, and building
up their own fortunes and happinefs on the ruin
of another. A well governed private family
forms a fingle object, agreeable and delightful to
contemplate ; whereas, in a riotous palace, we
fee only a confuled aflemblage of various objecls,
whofc connexion and dependence are merely ap-
parent. At firft fight, indeed, they feem ope-
rating to one end; but, on examining them
necarery, we are foon undeceived. |

To conliilt only our moft natural impreflions,
it feems that, to defpife luxury and parade, we
need lefs of moderation than of tafte. Symmetry
and regularity are pleafing to every one. = The
pifture of eafc and happinefs muft affect every
heart ; but a vain pomp, which relates neither

to reguiﬁrit}r nor happinefs, and has only the de-

fire of making a figure in the eyes of others for
its objet, however favourable an idea it may ex-
cite in us of the perfon who difplays it, can give
little pleafurc to the fpeftator. But what s tafte ?
Does not 2 hundred times more tafte appear in the
order and conftruction of plain and frmple things,
than in thofe which are overloaded with finery ?
W hat is convenience ! Is any thing in the world
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more inconvenient than pomp and pageantry 7%
What is grandeur ? It is precifely the contrary.
When [ fee the intention of an architet to build
a large palace, I immediately afk mylelf, why is
it not larger ‘W hy does not the man who keeps
fifty fervants, if he aims at grandeur, keep an
hundred ! That fine filver plate, why is it not
gold? The man who gilds his chariot, why
does he not alfo gild the cicling of his apartment?
Ifhis ciclings are gilt, why does he not gild the
roof too ! He who was deflirous of building an
high tower, was right in his intention to raife it

* The noife of people in a houfe of diftinftion continu-
ally diturbs the quiet cf the mafter of it. It is impofiible
for him to conceal any thing from fo many Argufes. A
crowd of creditors make him pay dear for that of hisad-
mirers. His apariments are generally {o large and fplen.
did, that he is obliged to betake himfelf to a clofet, thathe
may fleep at eafe, and his monkey is often better lodged
than himfelf, If h¢ would dine, it depends on his cook,
and not on his appetite ; if he would go abroad, he lies at
the mercy of his horfes A thoufand embarrafiments ftop
him in theftrects ; he is impatient to be where he is going,
but knows not the ufe of his ie'gs.- His miftrefs expefls
him, but the dirty pavement frightens him; and the weight
of his laced coat opprefles him, fo that he eannot w:l.l;;
twenty paces. Hence helofes, indeed, the opportunity of
feeing his miftrefs: but he is well repaid by the by-fand-
ers for the difappointment, eveiy one remarking his equid
page, admiring it, and faying alcud 1o the ext peiten,
there goes Mr, Such-a-one |

Vor, III. M B
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up to Heaven ; otherwifc it was to no purpofe te
build, as the point where he might at laft ftop
would only ferve to fhew, at the greater diftance,
his want of ability. O man! vain and feeble
creature ! Shew me thy power, and [ will thew
thee thy mifery,

A regularity in the difpofal of things, every one
of which is of real ufe, and all confined to the
neceflaries of life, not only prefents an agreeable
profpect, but, as it pleafes the eye, at the fame
time gives content to the heart. Fora man views
them always in a pleafing light, 2s relating to,
and fufficient for, himfelf. The pifture of his own
wants or weaknefs does not appear, nor does the
cheerful profpe affe@ him with forrowful reflec-
tions. I defy any fenfible man to contemplate,
for an hour, the palace of a prince, and the pomp
which reigns there, without falling into melan-
choly refleftions, and bemoaning the lot of hu-
manity. On the contrary, the profpect of this
houle, with the uniform and fimple life of its in-
‘habitants, diffufe over the mind of the fpedtator
a fecret plealure, which is perpetually increafing.
A fmall number of good-natured people, united by

their mutual wants and reciprocal benevolence, -

concur, by their different employments, in pro-
woting the fame end ; every one finding in his
fituation all that is requifite to contentment, and
~ not defiring to change it, applies himfelf as if he

thought to ftay here all his life ; the only ambi-
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tion among them being that of properly difcharg-
ing their refpettive duties. T'here is fo much
‘moderation in thofe who command, and fo much
zeal in thofe who obey, that equals might agree
to diftribute the fame employments among them,
without any one having reafon to complain of
his lot. No one envies that of another ; no one
thinks of augmenting his fortune, but by adding
to the common good: the mafter and miftrefs
cftimating their own happincfs by that of their

“ domeftics and the people about them. One finds
here nothing to add or diminifh, becaule here is
nothing but what is ufeful, and that indeed is all
that is to be found; infomuch that nothing is
wanted which may not be had, and of that there
is always a fufficiency. Suppofe, now, to all
this were added lace, piCtures, luftres, gilding ;
in 2 moment you would impoverifh the {cene. In
feeing fo much abundance in things neceflary,
and no mark of fuperfluity, one is now apt to
think, that if thofe things were the objedts of
choice which are not here, they would be had in
the fame abundance, In fecing alfo fo plentiful a
provifion made for the poor, one is led to fay, this
houie cannot contain its wealth, This feems te
me true magnificence,

Such marks of opulénce, however, f'urpr_ifﬂ :

me, when L firft heard what fortune muft fup-
portit. “ You are ruining yourfelves (faid I
M2 '
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to Mr, ‘and Mrs. Wolmar): it is impoflible fo
moderatc a revenue can employ fo much ex-
pence.” They {miled, and foon convinced me,
that, without retrenching any of their family ex-
pences, they could, if they pleafed, lay up money,
and increafe their eftate, inftead of diminithing
ite' “ Our grand fecret to grow rich (faid they)
is to have as little to do with money as poffible,
and to avoid as much as may be thofe intermediate
exchanges, which arc made between the harveft
and the confumption. Noneof thofe exchanges
are made without fome lofs ; and fuch loffes, if
multiplied, would reduce a very good eftate to
little or nothing, as, by: means of brokerage, a
valuable gold box may fetch in a fale the price
only of a trifling toy. 'Theexpence of tranfport-
ing our produce isavoided, by making ufe of fome
parton the fpot, and that of exchange, by ufing
others in their natural flate. And as for the in-
difpenfible neceflity of converting thofe in which
we abound for fuch as we want, inftead of making
~ pecuniary bargains, we endeavour to make real
exchanges, in which the convenience of both
parties, fupplies the place of profit.” :
1 conceive (anfwered 1) ‘the advantages uf

this method ; but it docs not appear to me with-

out inconvenience. Far, hefides the trouble to
which it muft fubjet you, the profit muft be ra-
ther apparent than real, and what you lofe inthe
management of your own eftate, probably over-
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balances the profits the farmers would make of
you. The peafants are better economifts, both
in the expences of cultivation, and in gathering
_ their produce, than you can be.”—* That (repli-
ed M. Wolmar) is a miftake ; the peafant thinks
lefs of augmenting the produce than of fparing his
expences, becaufe the coft is more difficult for
him to raife than the profits are ufeful. The te-
nant’s view is not fo much to increafe the value
of the land, as to lay out but little on it; and if
he depends on any certain gain, it is lefs by im-
proving the foil than exhaufting it. The beft
~that can happen, is, that, inftead of exhﬁuﬂing
he quite neglefts it. Thus, for the fake ofa
little ready money, gathered in with eafe, an in-
dolent proprictor prepares for himfelf, or his chil-
dren, great lofles, much trouble, nnr.l fﬂﬂlEtl[ﬂE‘!
the ruin of his patrimony.

-« [ do notdeny (continued M"Wﬂlmr)’ that -

I am at much greater expence in the cuittvﬁthn
of my land than a farmer would be ; but then I
myfelf reap the profit of his labour, and the cul-
ture being much better than his, my crop is pro-
portionably larger: fo that though I z2m at a
greater expence, 1 am ftill; upon the whole, a
gainer, Befides, this cxcels of expence 'is only
apparent, and is, in reality, productive of great
economy ; for, were we to let out our lands for

- others to cultivate, we fhould be ourlelves idle = :
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we muft live in town, where the neceflaries of

life are dear; we muft have amufements that

would coft us much more than thofe we take
nere. The bulinels which you call a trouble, is
at once our duty and our delight ; and, thanks to
the regulation it is under, is never troublefome :
on the contrary, it ferves to employ us, inftead of
thofe deftrutive fchemes of pleafure which peo-
ple in town run into, and which a country life
prevents, whilft that which contributes to our
happinefs becomes our amufement. ,

* Look round you (continued he) and you will
fee nothing but'what is ueful ; yet all thefe things
coft little, and fave a world of unneceflary ex-

pence, Qur table is furnithed with nothing but

viands of our own growth ; our drefs and furni=
ture are almoft all compofed of the manufaCtures
of the country : nothing is defpifed with us be-
caufe it is commeon, nor held in efteem becaufe it
is fcarce. Asevery thing that comes from abroad
is liable to be difguifcd and adulterated, we con-
fine ourfelves, as well through nicety as modera-
tion, to the choice of the beft home commodities,
the quality of which is lefs dubious, Qur viands
are plain, but choice ; and nothing is wanting to
make ours a fumptuous table, but the tranfporting
it a hundred leagues off; in which cale every
thing would be delicate, every thing would be
rare, and cven our trouts of the lake would be
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thought infinitely better, were they to be eaten
at Paris.

i We obferve the fame rule in the choice of

our apparel, which you {ee is not neglefted, but

~ its clegance is the only thing we fludy, and not
its coft, and much lefs its fathion. Thereis a
wide difference between the price of opinion
and the rcal value. The latter, however, is all
that Eloifa regards; in choofing a gown, fhe in<
quires not fo much whether the pattern be old
or new, as whether the ftuff be good and be-
coming. The novelty of it is even fometimes
the caufe of her rejelting it; efpecially when
it enhances the price, by giving it an imaginary
value. ,

“ You fhould further confider, that the effe&
of every thing here arifes lefs from itfelf than
from its ufe, and its dependences ; infomuch that
out of parts worth little, Eloifa has compounded
a whole of great value. Tafte delights in creaf
ing and ftamping upon thingsa value of its own :
as the laws of fathion are inconftant and deftruc.
tivegher's is. ecconomical and lafting, What true
tafte onca approves, muft be alwajys good, and

though it be feldom in the mode, it is, on the other

~hand, never improper. Thus, in her modeft fim-

plicity, fhe deduces, from the ufe and fitnels of

things, fuch fure and unalterable rules, as will

ftand their ground when the vanity of fathion is
M4 :
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The abundance of mere néceflaries
for what is nea

no maorc.
can never degenerate inte abufe ;

ceffary has its natural bounds, and our real wants

know no excefs. Onc may lay out the price of
~ twenty {uits of clothes in buying one, and eat up
at a meal the income of a whole year; but we
cannot wear two fuits at one time, nor dine

‘twice the fame day. 'Thus, the caprice of opi-

nion is boundlefs, whereas nature confines uson

all fides ; and he, who, with a moderate fortune,
contents himfelf with living well, willrunno nﬂ:
of ruin.

“ Hence you fee {cnntmued the prudent Wol-
mar) in what manner a little economy and induf-
try may lift us out of the reach of fortune: It.de-
pends orily on curfelves to increafe ours, without
changing our manner of living; for we advance
nothing but with a view of profity and whatever
wé expend, puts us foon in a conditian to expend
much more.”

~And yety, my Iard, mthmg of all this appears
at firft fight . the general air of afluence and pro-
fufion hides that order and regularity to which it
is owing. One mufl ‘be here fome time to per-
ceive thofe fumptuary laws, which are produétive
of fo much eafe and pleafure ; and it is with dif-
ficulty that one at firft comprehends how they en-
joy what they fpare. . On reflettion, however,
one’s fatisfaltion increafes, becaufe it is plain thag
the fource is inexhauftible, and that the art of en-
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y - - s . ;
joying life, ferves at the fame time to prolong it,
How can any one be weary of a ftate {o conform--

able to that of naturc ?  How can he wafte his

inheritance, by improving it every day ? . 'How"

rain his fortune, by fpending only his income ?
When one year provides for the next; what can
difturb the peace of the prefent?  The fruits of’
their paft labour fupport their prefent abundance,?
and chofe of their prefent labour provide a future’
plenty: theyenjoy at ence what is expended and
what is received, and bath paft and future times:
unite them in the fecurity of the prefent,

I have looked into all the particulars of domef~
tic. management, and find the fame fpirit extend’
itlelf throughout the whole. All their lace and
embroidery are worked in the houfe; all their
cloth is fpun at home, or by poor women fupport<
ed by their charity. The wool is fent to the
manufactories of the country, from whence they

receive cloth in exchange, for clothing the fer-

vants. Their wine, oil, and'bread, are all made
at home ; and they have woods, of which they
cut down regularly what is neceffary for firing,
T'he butcheris paid in cattle, the grocer in eorn,
for the nourifhment of his family ; the wages of
the workmen and the fervants are paid out of the
produce of the lands they cultivate; the rent of
their houfes in town ferves to furpifh thofe they
inhabit in the country ; the intereft of their mib-

i Migovoy i w dusdind bas
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ney in the public funds, furnifhes a fubfiftence for
the mafters, and alfo the little plate they have
occafion for. The fale of the corn and wine which
remain, furnithes a fund for extraordinary ex.
pences; a fund which Eloif2’s prudence will ne-
ver permit to be exhaufted, and which her chari-
ty will not {uffer to increafe. She allows for mai-
tcrs of mere amufemens the profits, only, of the
labour done in the houfe, of the grubbing up un-
cultivated land, of planting trees, &c. Thus the
preduce and the labour always compenfating cach
other, the balance cannot be difturbed ; and it is
impofiible, from the nature of things, it fhould be
deftroyed. -
Add to this, that the abftinence which Eloifa
- impofes on herfelf, through that veluptuous tem-
perance I have mentioned, is at once produtive
-of new means of pleafure, and new refources of
~economy. For example, fhe is very fond of cof-
fee, and when her mother was living, drank it
every day. But fhe has left off that pratice, in
order to heighten her tafte for it, now drinking
it only when fhe has company, or in her favou-
rite dining room, in order to give her entertain-
ment the air of a treat. This is 2 little indul-
gence, which is the more agreeable, as it cofts
her little, and at the fame time reftrains and re-
gulates her appetite. On the contrary, ihe fiu-
dies to difcover and gratify the tafte of ber father
and hufband with unwearied attention ; a charm.-
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ing prodigality, which makes them like every
thing fo much the more, for the pleafure they fee
fhe takes in providing it. - They both love to fit
a little after meals, in the manner of the Swiis ;
on which occafions, particularly after fupper, fhe
feldom fails to treat them. with a bottle of wine
more old and delicate than comman. 1 wasat
firft deceived by the fine names fhe gave to her
wines, which, in facl, I found to be extremely
good ; and, drinking them as wines of the growth
of the countries whofe names they bore, I took
Eloifa to tafk for fo manifeft a breach of her own
maxims ; but fhe laughed 2t me, and put me in
mind of a paffage in Plutarch, where Flaminius
compares the Afiatic troops of Antiochus, diftin-

guifhed by a thoufand barbarous names, to the fe-.

veral ragouts under which a friend of his bad dif=
guifedmennd the fame kind of meat. ¢ It is juft fo
(faid fhe) with thefe foreign wines. T he Lifbon,
the Sherry, the Malaga, the Champagne, the Sy-
racufe, which you bave drunk here with fo much
pleafure, are all, in fact; 'no other than wines of
this country, and you fee from hence the vineyard
that produced them. If they are inferior in gua-
lity to the celebrated wines whofe names they
bear, they are alfo without their inconveniences g
and as one is certain of the materials of which
they are compofed, they may be drunk with lefs
danger,  1have reafon to believe (continucd fhe)
M6
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that my father and hufband like them as well as
more fcarce and coftly wines.”—¢ Eloifa’s wines,
indeed (fays M. Wolmar) to me, have a tafte
which pleales us better than any others, and that
arifes from the pleafures fhe takes in preparing
them.”—* T'hen (returned fhe) thte}r will be al-
ways cxquilite,” .
% You will judge whether, an‘ndﬂ: fuch a va-
riety of bufinels, that indolence and want of em-
ployment, which makes company, vifitings, and
~ fuch formal fociety neceflary, can find any place

here..  We vifit our neighbours, indeed, juft

enough to keep upan agreeable acquaintance, but
too little to be flaves to each other’s company.
Qur guefts are always welcome, but are never in-
vited or entreated. The rule here is to fee juft fo
much company as to prevent the lofing a tafte for
retirement, rural occupation fupplying the place
of amufements : and to him who finds an agreea-
ble and peaceful fociety in his own family, all
other company is infipid.  The manner, howe-
ever, in which we pafs our time, is too fimple and
uniform to tempt many people; but it is the dif-
pefition of thofe who have adopted it, that makes
it delightful. How can perfons of a found mind
be wearied with difcharging the moft endearing
and pleafing duties of humanity, and with render-

ing each other’s lives mutually happy? Satishied
every night with the tranfaltions of the day,

Eloifa withes for nothing different on the mor-
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row. Her conftant morning prayer is, that the
prefent day may prove like the paft.  She is en-
gaged perpetually in the fame round of bufinefs,

becaufe no alteration would give her more plea-

fure. Thus, without doubt, the enjoys all the
happinefswf which human life i1s capable: for is
not our being pleafed with the continuation of
our lot, a certain fign that we are happy. One
feldom fees in this place thofe knots of idle peo-
ple, which are ufually called good company ; but
then one beholds thofe who intereft our affec-
tions infinitely more, fuch as peaceable peafants,
without art, and without politenefs ; but honeft,
fimple, and contented in their flation: old offi-
cers retired from the fervice; merchants wearied
with application to bufinefs, and tired of grow-
ing rich’; prudent mothers of families, who bring

their children to the fchool of modefty and pood

manners : fuch is the company Eloifa aflembles
about her. To thefe her hufband fometimes adds
fome of thofe adventurers, reformed by age and
experience, who, having purchafed ‘wifdom at
their own coft, return, withsut reluctance, to

cultivate their paternal {oil, which they with they:
had never left. When any one relates at table

the occurrences of their lives, they confift not of
the marvellous adventures of the wealthy Sinbad,
recounting, in the midft of eaftern pomp dnd effe-
minacy, how he acquired his vaft wealth., Their
tales are the fimple narratives of men of fenfe,
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who, from the caprice of fortune, and the injuf-
tice of mankind, are difgufted with the vain pur-
fuit of imaginary happinefs, and have acquired a
tafte for the obje@s of true felicity.

Would you believe that even the converfarion
of peafants hath its charms for thefu elevated
minds, of whom the philofopher himfelt might be
glad to profit in wifdom ? The judicious Wel-
mar difcovers in their rural Smplicity, more cha~
rateriftical diftinctions, more men that think for
themfelves, than under the uniform maik worn in
great cities, where every one appears what other
people are, rather than what be is himfelf, The
affectionate Eloifa finds their hearts fufceptible of
the fmalleft offers of kindnefs, and that they
efteem themfelves happy in the intereft fhe takes
" in their happine(s. . Neither their hearts nor
underftandings are formed by art ; they have not
learned to model themfelves aficr the fathion,
and are lefs the creatures of men than lho&ﬂf
nature,

M. Wolmar often picks up, in his rounds,
fome honeft old peafant, whofe experience and
underftanding give him great pleafure.  He brings
him home to Eloifa, by whom he is received in a
manner which denotes, not her politenefs, or the
dignity of her ftation, but the benevolence and
humanity of her charadier. "'I'he pood man is
kept to dinner 3 Eloifa placing him next herfelf,
cbligingly helping him, and afking kindly af
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“ter his family and affairs. She {miles not at his
embarraflment, nor takes notice of the rufticity
of his manners ; but, by the eafe of her own be-
haviour, frees him from all reftraint, maintaining
throughout that tender and affe®ionate refpeét
which is due to an infirm old age, -honoured by
an irreproachable life. The venerable old man
is enraptured, and, in the fulnefs of heart, feems
to experience again the vivacity of youth. In
drinking healths to a young and beautiful lady, his
half-frozen blood grows warm ; and he begins to
talk of former times, the days of his youth, his
amours, the campaigns he has made, the battles
he has been in, of the magnanimity and feats of
his fellow-foldiers, of his return to his native
country, of his wife, his children, his rural cm-
ployments, the inconveniences he has remarked,
and the remedies he thinks may be applied to re-
moye them : during which long detail he often
lets fall fome excellent moral, or ufeful leflon in
agriculture, the dictates of age and experience ;
but be there even nothing in what he fays, (o long
as he takes a pleafure in faying it, Eloifa would
take a plealure in heariag it.

Afier dinner, fhe retires into her own apa.rt-
“ment, to fetch fome little prefent for the wife or
. daughter of the good old man. This is prefented

te him by the children, who in return reccive
fome trifle of him, with which fhe had fecretly
provided him for that purpofe. ‘Thus fhe initi-
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ates them betimes to that intimate and pleafling
benevolence, which knits the bond of fociety
between perfons of different conditions. The
childrén are accordingly accuftomed to refpedt
old age, to efteem fimplicity of manners, and to
diftinguith merit in all ranks of peoples The
young peafants, on the other band, feeing their
fathers thus entertained at a gentleman’s houfe,

and admitted to the mafter’s table, take no offence -

at being themfelves excluded ; they think fuch ex-
clufion not owing to their rank, but their age;
they do not fay, weare too poor, but we are too
young, to be thus treated. Thus the honour

done to their aged parents, and their hope of

one day enjoying the fame diftin&tion, wake them
amends for being debarred from it at prefent,
and excite them to become worthy of it. At his
return home to his cottage, their delighted gueft
#npatiently-produces the prefents he has brought
his wife and children, who are overjoyed at the

honour done them; the good old man, at the
{ame time, eagerly relating to them the reception

he met withy the dainties he has eaten, the wines

he has tafted, the obliging difcourfe and conver-

fation, the affability of the gentlefolks, and the
affiduity of the fervants ; in the recital of all
which he enjoys it a fecond time, and the whole
family partake of the honour done to their head.
They joinin concert to blefs that illuftrious
houfe, which affords at once an example to the
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rich, and an afylum for the poor, and whofe ge-
nerous inhabitants difdain not the indigent, but
do honour to grey hairs, Such is the incenfe that
is pleafing to benevolent minds ; and if there be
any prayers to which Heaven lends a gracious
car, they are, certainly, not thofe which are of-
fered up by meannefs and flattery, in the hearing
of the perfon prayed for, but fuch as the grateful
‘and fimple heart diflates in fecret, beneath its
own roof.

It is thus that agreeable and affe€tionate fenti-
‘ments give charms to a life infipid to indifferent
minds : it is thus that bufinefs, labour, and re-
tirement become amufing by the art of managing
them. A found mind knows how to take delight

in vulgar employments, as a healthful body re-

lithes the moft fimple aliments. All thofe indo-
lent people who are diverted with fo much diffi-

culty, owe their difguft to their vices, and lofe

their tafte for piuaf‘ure only with that of their duty,
As to Eloifa, it is dlre&ly contrary ; the employ-
- ment which a certain languorof mind made her
formerly negleét, becomes now mrertfhng from
the motive that excites to it. . One muft be totally
infenfibley, to be always without vivacity. She
formerly fought folitude and retirement, in order
to indulge her refleCtions on the objeét of her
paflion ; at prefent {he has acquired new a&ivity,
by having formed new and different connexions.
. She is not one of thofe indelent mothers of afa-
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mily, whe are contented to ftudy their duty when
they fhould difcharge it, and lofe their time in
tnquiring after the bufinefs of others, which they
fhould employ in difpatching their own, - Eloifa
practifes at prefent what fhe learnt long ago.—
Her vme for reading and {tudy bas given place
to that of action.  As fhe rifes an hour later than
her hufband, {o fhe goes an hour later to bed.—
This hour is the only time fhe employs in fludy 5
for the day is not too long for the various bufinefs
in which fhe is :

T his, my lord, is what I had to fay to you con-
cerning the economy of this houfe, and of the
retired life of thofe who govern it. Contented
in their ftation, they peaceably enjoy its conve-
niences ; fatisfied with their fortune, they feck
not to augment it for their children, but to leave
them, with an inheritance they themfelves re-
ceived, an eftate in good condition, affe@ionate
fervants, a tafte for employment, order, modera-
tion, and for every thing that can render delight-
ful and agreeable to men of [enfe the enjoyment
of a moderate fortune, as prudcntly preferved as
honeitly acquired.

LETTER CXXXIX.
TO LORD B——

‘We have had-vifitors for fome days paft. They
left us yefterday, and we renewed that agrecable
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fociety fubfifting between us three, which is by
fomuch the more delightful, as there is nothing,
even in the bottom of our hearts, that we defire
to hide from each other. What a pleafure do L
take in refuming a new being which renders me
worthy of your confidence! At every mark of
elteem which I receive from Eloifa and her hui-
band, I fay to myfelf with anair of fclf-fufficiency,
At length I may venture to appear before Lord
B—~-. Itis with your afliftance, it is under your
eyes, that I hope to do honour to my prefent fitu-
ation by my paft follies, If an extinguifhed
paffion cafts the mind into 2 flate of dejeétion,
a paffion fubdued adds to the confcioulnefs of vic-

tory a new clevation of fentiment, a more lively -

attachment to all that is fublime and beauriful.

Shall I lofe the fruit of a facrifice which hath coft

me fodear? No, my lord 5 1feel that, animated

by your example, my heart is going to profit by

all thofe arduous fentiments it has conquered. I

fec] that it was peccflary for m:tnb:wh:tlﬂn,
in order for me to become what I am.

After having thrown away fix days in fnvolnui
mnrcrfatiuh with perfons indifferent to us, we pafe
fed yefterday morning,after the manner of the En-
glifh, in company and filence ; tafting at once the
pleafure of being together and the {weetnefs of felf-

recolle€tion, How {mall a part of mankind know

any thing of the pleafures of this fituation ! I never
faw a perfon in France who had the leaftidea of it
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The converfation of friends, fay they, can never
be exhaufted. It is true, the tongue may eafily
find words far comman attachments ¢ but friend-

fhip, my lord, friendfhip! thou animating ce-

leftial fentiment ! what language is worthy of
thee ! W hat tongue prefumes to be thy inter-
preteri Can any thing fpoken to a friend equal
what is felt in his company ! Good God! how
many things are conveyed by a fquesze of the
hand, by an animating look, by an eager embrace,
by a figh that rifes from the bottom of the heart ?
And how cold in comparifon is the firft word
which is fpoken after that! Ifhall never forget
the evenings I paffed at Befangon 5 thofe delight-
ful moments facred tofilence and friendfhip.—
Never, O B——! thou nobleft of men! fublimeft
of friends ! No, never have I undervalued what
. you then did for me; never have my lips pre-
fumed to mention it, It is certain that this ftate
of contemplation affords the greateft delight to
fulceptible minds, But I have always obferved
that impertinent vifitors prevent one from enjoy-
ing it, and that friends ought to be by themfelves,
ta be at liberty to fay nothing. At fuch a time

one fhould be, if one may ufe the expreffion, col-

jected in each other: the leaft avocation is de-
ftruétive, the leaft conftraint is infuppartable.
It is then fo fweet to pronounce the dictates of
the heart without reftraint. It feems as if one
dared to think freely only of what one can as
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ELOISA. 28¢
freely fpeak; it feems as if the prefence of a

ftranger reftrained the fentiment, and comprefied

thofe hearts which could fo fully dictate them-
felves alone. ! '
_ "T'wo hours paffed away in this filent ecftaly,
more delightful a thoufand times than the frigid
repofe of the deities of Epicurus, After break-
faft, the children came, as ufual, into the apart-
ment of Eloifa, who, inftead of retiring, and
fhutting. herfelf up with them in the work-room,
according to cuftom, kept them with her, as if to
make them fome amends for the time they had
loft without fecing us; and we none of us parted
till dinner. Harriet, who ‘begins to know how
to handle her needle, fat at work before Fanny,
who was weaving lace, and refted her cufhion on
the back of her little chair.  The two boys were
bufy at a table, turning over the leaves of a book
of prints, the {ubjeét of which the eldeft explain-
ed to the younger, Harriet, who knew the whole

by heart, being attentive to and correcting him -

when wrong: and fometimes pretending to be
ignorant what figures they were at, fhe made it
a pretence to rife, and *go backwards and for-
wards from the chair to the table. During thefc
little leflons, which were given and taken with

lictle pains and lefs reftraint, the younger boy -

was playing with fome counters which he had
fecreted under the book. - Mrs. Wolmar was at

work on fome embroidery near the window, op-
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286 | ELOISA.

polite the children, and her hufband and [ were
ftill ficting at the tea-table, reading the Gazette,
to which fhe gave but little attention. But when
we came to the article which mentions the ill-

nefs of the king of France, and the fingular attach-

ment of his people, unequalled by any thing but
that of the Romans for Germanicus, fhé made
fome reflexions on the difpofition of that affec-
tionate and benevolent nation, whom all the
world hate, whilft they have no hatred to any
one; adding, that fhe envied only a fovereign
the power of making himfelf beloved. Teo this
her hufband replied, ** You have no need to envy
a fovereign, who have fo long had us all for your
fubjeds.” On which the turned her head, and
caft a look on him. fo affefting and tender, that it
ftruck me prodigioufly. She faid nothing indeed ;
for what could fhe fay equal to fuch a look?
Qur eyes met: and I could perceive, by the
manner in which her hufband prefled my hand,
that the {ame emotion had effefted us all three,
and that the delightful influence of her expanfive
heart diffufed itfelf around, and triumphed over
infenfibility itfelf. .

We were thue difpofed when that ﬁhnt-ﬁ!ﬂt
began, of which I jult now fpoke: you may
judge that it was not the confequence of coldnefls
or chagrin. It was firlt interrupted by the lic-
tle management of the children; who, neverthe-
lefs, as foon as we left off {fpeaking, moderated
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ELOISA. 287

their prattle, as if afraid of difturbing the general
filence. The little teacher was the firft that
lowered her voice, made figns to the other, and

ran about on tip-toe, while their play became the

more diverting by this light conftraint. This
fcene, which feemed to prefent itfelf in order te
prolong our tenderncfs, produced its natural ef-
felt.
: Armmatifcon le ingue, e parlan Palme.,
Our hearts converfing while our tongues were mute,

How many things may be faid without open~

ing one’s lips! How warm the [entiments that
may be communicated, without the cold interpo-
fition of fpeech ! Eloifa infenfibly permitted her
attention to be engaged by the fame object,
Her eyes were fixed on the three children; and
ber heart, ravifhed with the moft enchanting cc-
ftaly, animated her charming features with all
the affeting {weetnefs of maternal tendernefs,
Thus given up to this double contcmplation,
Wolmar and I were indulging our reveries, when
the children put an end to them. The eldeft,
who was diverting himfelf with the priats, fecing
the counters prevented his brother from being at-
tentive, tock an opportunity, when he bad piled
them up, to give them a knock, and throw them
down on the floor. Marcellin fell a crying; and
Eloifa, without troubling herfelf to quiEE him,
bid Fanny pick up the countesse The child

.
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288 ELOISA,

was immediately hufhed; the counters were ne-
verthelefs nor brought him, nor did he begin to
cry again, as I expefted. This circumftance,
which, however, was nothing in itfelf, recalled to
my mind a great many others, to which I had
given no attention; and when 1 think of them,
I do not remember ever to have feen children,

with fo little fpeaking to, give fo little trouble.

. They hardly ever are out of the mother’s fight,
and yet one can hardly perceive they are in com-
pany. They are lively and playful, as children
of their age fhould be, but never clamorous or
teazing; they are already difcreet before they
know what difcretion is. But what furprifes me
moft is, -that all this appears to be brought about
of itfelf; and that with fuch an affe@ionate ten-
dernefs for her children, Eloila feems to give
herfelf fo little concern abour them: In faét,
one never fees her very earneft to make them
{fpeak or hold their tongues, to make them db
things or let them zlone. She never difputes
with them ; the never contradifts them in their
amufements : fo that one would be apt té think
the contented herfclf with fecing and loving
them; and that when they have paffed the day
with her, the had difcharged the whole duty of 2
mother towards them. - iy

But, thoupgh this peaceable tranquillity ap-
pears more agrecable in contemplation than the
reftlefs {olicitude of other mothers, yet I was not

-
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ELOISA. 28¢

‘a little furprifed at an apparent indolence, fo lit-

tle agreeable to her character. 1 would have had
her even a little difcontented amidft (o many rea-
fons to the contrary ; fo well doth a fuperfluous

-altivity become maternal affetion! I would

willingly have attributed the goodnefs of the

. children to the care of the mother; and fhould

have been glad to have oblerved more faults in
them, that I might have {een her more folicitous
to correct them.

Having bufied myfelf with thefe refletions a
long time in filence, I at laft determined to com-
municate them to her. ¢ I fec (faid I, one day)
that Heaven rewards virtuous mothers in the
good difpofition of their children ; but the beft
difpofition muft be culcivated. Their education
ought to begin from the time of their birth, Can
there be a time more proper to form their minds,

than when they have received no impreflion that

need to be effaced? If you give them up to

themfelves in their infancy, at what age do you
‘expect them to be docile?  While you have no-

thing clfe to teach them, you ought to teach them

obedience.”— Why, (returned fhe) do my

children difobey mei”—¢ That were difficult

(faid I) as you lay no commands upon them.”

On this the looked at her hufband, and fmiled ;

then taking me by the hand, fhe led me into the
Vou. IIL - N
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2680 ELOISA.

clofet, that we might converfe without being
overheard by the children.

Here, explaining her maxims at leifure, fhe
difcovered to me, under that air of negligence,
the moft vigilant attention of maternal tender-
nefs. “] was along time (faid the) of your
opinion with regard to the premature inflruction
of children ; and while I expeted my ficlt child,
was anxious concerning the obligations 1 fhould
foon have to difcharge. I ufed often to {peak to
M. Wolmar on that fubjeét. What better guide
could I take than fo fenfible an obferver, in whom
the intereft of a father was united to the indiffer-
ence of a philofopher? He fulfilled, and indeed
furpaflfed my expeations. He foon made me
fenfible, that the firft and moft important part of
education, precifely that which all the world
neglefls*, is that of preparing a child to receive
inftruétion. :

« The common error of parents, who pique
themfclves on their own knowledge, is to fup-
pofe their children capable of reafoning &s foon
as they are born, as to talk to them as if they
‘were grown perfons before they can fpeak. Rea-
fon is the inftrument they ufe, whereas every
other means ought firft to be uled, inorder to

* Locke himfelf, the fagacious Locke, has forgot it,
inftruéling us rather in the things we cught to require of
eu; children, than in the means of obtaining them.
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ELOISA, 291

form their reafon 3° for it is certain, that of all

the knuwln:dgt: which men acquire, or arc capa-
ble of acquiring, the art of reafoning is the laft
and moft difficult to learn. By talking to them
at fo carly an age, in a language they do not un-
derftand, they learn to be fatished with mere
words 3 to talk te others in the fame manner ; to

_contradiét every thing that is faid to them ; to

think themfelves as wife as their teachers: and
all that one thinks to obtzin by reafonable mo-
tives is, in faft, acquired only by thofe of fear or
vanity.

¢ The moft confummate paticnce would be
wearied out, by endeavouring to educate a child
in this manner; and thus it is, that fatigued and
difgufted with the perpetual importunity of chil-
dren, their parents, unable to fupport the noife
and diforder they themfclves have given rile to,

‘are obliged to part with them, and to deliver

them over to the care of a mafter; as if one
could expeft in a preceptor more patience and
good nature than in a father.

¢ Nature (continued Eloifa) would have chil-
dren be children before they are men, If we at-
tempt to pervert that order, we produce only
forward fruit, which has neither maturity nor

flavour, and will foon decay; we raife young

profeflors and old children. Infancy has a man-

ner of perceiving, thinking, and fﬂﬂlmg peculiar
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292 ' FLOISA,

to itfelf. Nothing is more abfurd than to think
of fubmitting our’s in its ftead ; and 1 would as
foon expect 2 child of mine to be five feet high,
as to have a mature judgment at ten years old.

“ The underftanding docs not begin to form it-
{elf ull after fome years, and when the corporeal
organs have acquired a certain confiftence. The
defign of nature is, therefore, evidently to
ftrengthen the body before the mind is exercifed.
Children are always in motion; reft and reflec-
tion is inconfiftent with their age; a ftudious and
fedentary life would prevent their growth, and
injure their health; neither their body nor mind
can fupport reftraint.  Shut up perpetually in a
room with their books, they lofe their vigour, be-
come delicate, feeble, fickly, rather ftupid than
reafonable ; and their minds fuffer during therr
whole lives, from the weaknefs of their bodies.

-t But, fuppofing fuch premature inftru&ion
were as profitable as it is really hurtful to their
underftandings, a very great inconvenience would
attend the application of it to all indiferiminately,
‘without regard to the particular genius of each.
For, befides the conftitution common to its fpe-
cies, every child at his birth poffefles 2 peculiar
temperament, which determines its genius and
character ; and ‘which it is improper cither to
pervert or reftrain; the bufinels of education be-
ing only to model and bring it to perfetion.
All thefe characters are, -according to M, Wol-
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BLOISA. 293
mar, good in themfelves : for Nature, fays he,

" makes no miftakes®*, All the vices imputed to

malignity of difpofition are only the effc& of the
bad form it had received. According to him,
there is not a villain upon earth, whoie natural
propenfity, well direCted, might not have been
productive of great virtues ; nor is there a wrong
head in being, that might not have been of ufe
to himfelf and fociety, had his natural talents
taken a certain bias ; juft as deformed and mon-
ftrous images are rendered beautiful and propor-
tionable, by placing them in a proper point of
viEW. E?ﬂ}" thing ({ays he) tends to the com=
mon good in the univerfal fyftem of nature.
Every man has his place afligned in the beft or-
der and arrangement of things ; the bufinefs is to

find out that place, and not to difturb fuch order.

What muft be the confequence then of an educa-
tion begun in a cradle, and carried on always in
the fame manner, without rtgard to the vaft di-
verfity of temperaments and genius in mankind ?
Ufelefs or hurtful inflruflions would be given
to the greater part, while at the fame time thcy;
are deprived of fuch as would be moft ufeful and
convenient ; nature would be confined on every

fide, and the greateft qualities of the mind de-

* This doétrine, {o truc in itfelf, furprifes me, as adopt-
ed by M. Wolmar ; the reaion of it will be h:nrpt:l'murr
N3
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faced, in order to fubftitute in their place mean
and little ones, of no utility. By ufing indifcri-
minately the {ame means with different talents,
the one ferves to deface the other, and all are
confounded together. Thus, after a great deal
of pains thrown away in fpoiling the natural en-
dowments of children, we prefently fee thofe
tranfitory and frivolous ones of education decay
and vanifh, while thofe of nature, being totally
obfcured, appear no more; and thus we lofe at
once, both what we have pulled down, and what
we have raifed up. In a word, in return for fo
much pains indifcreetly taken, all thefe lit-
tle prodigies become wits without fenfe, and
men without merit, remarkable only for their
weaknefls and mﬁgmﬁcancy."
. “I underftand your maxims (faid I to Elmﬁ),
but I know not how to reconcile them with your
own opinion on the little advantage arifing from
the difplay of the genius and naturzl talents of
individuals, either refpecting their own happinefs
or the real intereft of fociety. Would it not be
infinitely better to form a perfect model, by ani-
mating one, reftraining another, by regulating its
paffions, improving its underftanding, and thus
correéting nature !”—¢ Correcling nature ! (fays
M. Wolmar, interrupting me) that is a very fine
expreffion; but, before you make ufe of it, pray
reply to what Eloifa has already advanced.”

The moft fignificant reply, as I thought, was

Gougle

o utility . By

> [erves to

at deal of

we prelently

1, while thole

> at once ,
“word , in

>s become

ir weaknels

o reconcile

the genius and
. or the real

model , by

‘oving its
fays M.

- 2 you make

| )t [ignificant

|

]
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to deny the principle on which her arguments
were founded ; which I accordingly did. ¢ You
fuppofe (fzid 1) that the diverfity of temperament
and genius which diftinguith individuals: is the
immediate work of nature ; whereas nothing is
- lefs evident. For, if our minds are naturally
different, they muft be unequal ; and if nature has
made them unequal, it muft be by enduing fome,
in preference to others, with a more refined per-
Ception, a greater MEMOry, Or a greater capacity
of attention. Now, as to perception and memo-
ry, it is proved by experience that their different
_ degrees of cxtent or perfection, are not the flan-
dard of genius and abilities ; and as to a capacity
of attention, it depends folely on the force of the
paflions by which we are animated ; and it is allo
proved that all mankind are by nature fufceptible
of paffions ftrong enough to excite in.them that
degree of attention neceflary to a fu pﬁrmrity of
genius.

¢« If a diverfity af genius, therefore, inftead of
being derived from nature, be the effeét of edu-
cation; that is to fay, of the different ideas and
fentiments which objefts excite in us during ours
infancy, of the various circumftances in which
we are engaged, and of all the impreffions we
receive; lo far fhould we be from waiting to
know the charalter of a child before we give it
education, that we fhould, on the contrary, bein

N4
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296 - ELOISA,
hafte to form its character by giving it a proger

education,”

To this he replied, that it was not his way to
deny the exiftence of any thing, becaufe he could
fiot explain it. “ Look (fays he ) upon thofe two
dogs in the court-yard. They are of the fame
litter ; they have been fed and trained together ;
bave never been parted ; and yet one of them is
a brifk, lively, good-naturcd, docible car; while
the other is lumpifh, heavy, crofs-grained, and
incapable of learning any thing, Now, their
difference of temperament, only, ean have pro-
duced in them that of character, as the difference
of our interior organizatien produces in us that
of our minds : in every other circumftance they
have been alike.”—¢ Alike! (interrupted I);
what a vaft difference may there not have been,
thongh unobferved by you? How many mi«
nute objects may have afted on the éne;
and not on the other! How many little cir=
cumftances may not have differently affelted
them, which you have not perceived P’—s Very
pretty, indeed (fays he); fo, I find you reafon
like the aftrologers; who, when two men are
mentioned of different fortune, yet born under
the fame afpe@, deny the identity of circum-
ftances. On the contrary, they maintain, that,
on account of the rapidity of the heavenly mo-
tions, there muft have been an immenfe dif
tance between the themes, in the horolcope, of
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the one and the other ; and that, if thet precife

moment of their births had been carcfally noted,
the objeftion had been converted into a proof.

¢ But, pray, let us leave thefe fubtleties, and
eonfine ourfelves to obfervation. This may
teach us, indeed, that there are charaéers which
arc known almoft at the birth, and children that
may be ftudied at the breaft of their nurie; but

" thefe are of a particular clafs, and receive their

education in beginning to live. As for others,
who are later known, to attempt to form their
genius before their charallers are diftinguilhed, is
to run a rifk of fpoiling what is good in their na-
tural difpofitions, and fubftituting what is worfe
in its place. Did not your mafter Plato maintainy

that all the art of man, that all philofophy coald

not extract from the human mind what nature
had not implanted there; as all the operations in
chemiitry are'incapable of extraéting from any
mixture more gold than is already contained in
it? This is not true of our féentimentsor our
ideas ; but it is true of our difpofition, or capacity
of acquiring them. To change the genius, one
muit be able to chanpe the interior organization

of the body ; to change a charater, one muft be
capable of changing the temperament on which .

it depends. Have you ever heard of a paflionate
man’s becoming patient and temperate, or of a

~ frigid methodical genius having acquired a fpi-

I 2
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rited imagination{ For 'my own part, 1 think ]

it would be juft as eafy to make a fair man
brown, or a blockhead a man of fenfe. It isin
vain then toattempt to model different minds by one
common ftandard. One may reftrain, but we can
never change them : one may hinder men from ap-
pearing what they are, but can never make them
really otherwile; and, though they difguile their
fentiments in the ordinary commerce of life, you
will fee them re-afflume their real charalters on
every important occafion. Befides, our bulinels
is not to change the charater and alter the na-
tural difpofition of the mind ; but, on the contrary,
to improve and prevent its degenerating; for by
thefe means it is that a man becomes what he is.
capable of being, and that the work of nature is
complcted by education. Now, before any cha-

rafter can be cultivated, it is neceflary that it
fhould be ftudied ; and that we fhould patiently

wait its opening; that we fhould furnifh occa-

“fions for it to difplay itfelf; and that we fhould

forbear doing any thing, rather than do wrong.
"T'o one genius it is neceflary to give wings, and

to another thackles ; onc fhould be fpurred for-

ward, another reigned in; one fhould be encou-
raged, another intimidated; fometimes both

thould be checked, and at others affifted. One

man is formed to extend human knowledge to the
higheft degree to another it is even dangerous
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to learn toread. Let us wait for the opening of
reafon; it is that which difplays the character,

and gives it its true form: it is by that alfoit is

cultivated, and there is no fo fuch thing as edu-
cation before the underftanding is ripe for inftruc-:
tion.

¢ As to the maxims of Eloifa, which you think
oppofite to this do&rine, I fee nothing in them:
contradiflory to it: on the contrary, I find them,
for my own part, perfeétly compatible. Every-
man at his birth brings into the world with him.

-a genius, talents, and character peculiar to him.

felf. Thofe who are deftined to live a life of fim-;
plicity in the country, have no need to difplay
their talents in order to be happy: their unex-.

erted faculties are like the gold mines of the:

Valais, which the public goed will not permit.
to be opened. But in 2 more polifhed iociety,.
where the head is of more ufe than the hands, it
is neceflary that all the talents nature hath be-
flowed on men fhould be exerted ; that they fhould,
be dire&ted to that quarter in which théy can
proceed the fartheft: and above all, that their.
natural propenfity thould be encouraged by every
thing which can make it ufeful. In the ficft
cafe, the good of the fpecies only is confulted ;.
every one alls in the fame manner; example is
their only rule of adtion; habit their only talent ;
and no one exerts any other genius than that
N 6 . . i
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which is common to all : whereas, in the {econd
cafe, we confult the intereft and capacity of indi-
viduals ; if one man poflefs any talent fuperior to
another, it is cultivated and purfued as far as it
will reach 5 and if a man be poffefled of adequate
abilities, he may become the greateft of his fpecies.
Thef: maxims are fo little contradi¢tory, that
they have been put in pradtice in all ages. In-
ftruft not, therefore, the children of the peafant,
nor the citizen, for you know not as yet what
inftru@tion is proper for them. In every cale,
let the body be formed, till the judgment begins
to appear: then is the time for cultivation.”

“ All this would feem very well (faid I) if I
did not fee one inconvenience, very prejudicial
to the advantages you promife yourfelf from this
method; and this is, that children thus left to
themfelves will get many bad habits, which can
be prevented only by teaching them good ones.
You may fee fuch children readily contra& all
the bad practices they perceive in others, becaufe
fuch examples are eafily followed, and never imi-
tate the good ones, which would coft them more
trouble. Accuftomed to have every thing, and
to doas they pleafe on every occafion, they be-
come mutinous, obftinate, and untrattable.”—
% But (interrupted M. Wolmar) it appears to me
" that you have remarked the contrary in our’s,
and that this remark has given rife to this con-
verfation, "= I muft .confefs (anfwered I) this
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is the very thing which furprifes me. What can
Eloifa have done to make them fo traltable?
What method hath fhe taken to bring it zbout?
What has fhe fubftituted inftead of the yoke of
difcipline #"—¢ A yoke much more inflexible
(returned he immediately) that of neceffity; but,
in giving you an account of her condudt, you will
be better able to comprehend her views.” He
then engaged Eloifa to explain her method of
education ; which, after a {hort paufe, fhe du! in
the following manner :

« Happy, my dear friend, are thd‘e who are
well-born! Ilay not fo great a firels as M. Weol-
mar does on my own endeavours. | doubt much,
notwithftanding his maxims, that a good man
can ever be made out of a child of a bad difpofi-
tion and chara&er. Convinced, neverthelefs, of
the excellence of his method, I endeavoured to
regulate my condud, in the government of my
family, in every refpect agreeable to him. My
firft hope is, that I fhall never have a child of a
vicious difpofition ; my fecond, that 1 fhall be
able to educate thofe which God has given me,
under thedireéion of their father, infuch a man-
ner, that they may one day have the happinels of
poflefling his virtues. - "T'o this end 1 have endea-

voured to adopt his rules, by giving them aprin- '

ciple lefs philofophical, and more agrecable to ma-
ternal affe@ion; namely, to make my children
happy. This was the firft prayer of my heart
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after T was a mother, and all the bufinefs of my
life is to effe¢tit. From the firft time I held my
eldeft fon in my arms, [ have reflefted that the
ftate of infancy is almoft 2 fourth part.of the
longeft life; that men feldom pafs through the
other three fourths ; and that it is a piece of cruel
prudence to make that firft part uneafy, in order
to fccure the happinefs of the reft, which may
never come, I reflected, that during the weak-
nefs of infancy, nature had opprefled children in
fo many different ways, that it would be barba-.
rous to add to that oppreflion the empire of our
caprices, by depriving them of a liberty fo very.
much confined, and which they were fo little ca-
pable of abufing. I refolved, therefore, to lay

mine under as little conftraint as poflible; to

leave them to the free exertion of all their little
powers; and to fupprefs in them none of the,
emotions of nature. By thefe means I have al-

ready gained two great advantages; the one,

that of preventing their opening minds from

knowing any thing of fallehood, vanity, anger,
envy, and, in a word, of all thofe vices which.
are the confequences of fubjection, and which
one is obliged to have recourfe to, when we
would have children do what nature does not
teach : the other is, that they are more at liberty
to grow and gather {trength, by the continual
exercile which inftin& direéts them to. Accufl-

tomed, like the children of peafants, to expofe

Gougle

-

m the fir(t
infancy is
1e other

efs of the
“infancy ,

‘1 be barba
g them of a
of abuling .

- to leave
hem none

B great

wing any
- vices

0 have
cach : the
the

‘the children

i g By e Py S . e A a

e ey -



ELOISA. 303

themfelves to the heat and cold, they grow as
hardy ; are equally capable of bearing the incle-
mencies of the weather; and become more ro-
buft, as living more at their eafe. This is the
way to provide againft the age of maturity, and
the accidents of humanity. I have zalready told
you, that Idiflike that deftructive pufillanimity,
which, by dint- of folicitude and care, enervates
a child, torments it by conftant reftraint, con-
fines it by a thoufand vain precautionsy and, in
fhort, expofes it during its whole life to thofe
inevitable dangers it is thus protected from but
for a moment; and thus, in order to avoid catch-
ing a few colds while children, men lay up for

themfelves confumptions, pleurifies, and a world

of other difeales.

* What makes children, left thus to them-
felves, acquire the ill habits you fpeak of, is, that
not contented with their own liberty, they en-
deavour to command others, which is owing to
the abfurd indulgence of too many fond mothers,
who are to be pleafed only by indulging all the
- fantaftical defires of their children. 1 flatter my-
felf, my friend, that you have feen in mine no-
thing like the defire of command and authority
even over the loweit domeftic; and that you
have feen me countenance as little the falfe com-
plaifance and ceremony ufed to them. It is in
this point that [ think I have taken a new and
more certain method to make my children at
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once free, eafy, obliging, and traltable ; and that
on a principle the moft fimple in the world,
which is, by convincing them they are but chil-
dren, '

% To confider the ftate of infancy in itfelf, is
there a being in the univerfe more helplefs or
miferable ; that lies more at the mercy of every
thing about it; that has more need of pity and
proteétion, than an infant? Does it not feem
that, on this account, the firft noife which nature
direfts it to make is that of crying and com-
plaint? Does it not feem, that nature gives it an
affelting and tender appearance, in order toens,
gage every one who approaches it to affift its
weaknefs, and relieve its wants? What, there«
fore, can be more offenfive, or contrary to-order,
than to fee a child pert and imperious, command-
ing every one about bim, and affuming impudent-
ly the tone of a mafter” over thofe who, fhould
they abandon him, would leave him to" perifh ?
Or can any thing be more abfurd than to fee pa-
rents approve fuch behaviour, and encourage their
children to tyrannize over their nurfes, till they
are big enough to tyrannize over the parents
themfelves? .

“ As to my part, I have fpared no pains to
prevent my fon’s acquiring the dangerous idea of
command and fervitude, and have never given him
room to think himfelf attended more out of duty
than pity. This peint is, perhaps, the moft dif-
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ficult and important in education ; nor can I well
explain it, without entering into all thofe precau-
tions which 1 have been obliged to take, to fup-
prefs in him that inflinétive knowledge, which is
fo ready to diftinguifh the mercenary fervice of
domeftics from the tendernefs of maternal foli~
citude.

“ One of my principal methods has been, as I
have juit obferved, to convince him of the impof-
fibility of bris fubfifting, at his age, without our
affiftance, After which I had no great difficalty
to thow him, that, in receiving affiftance from
others, we lay ourfelves under obligations to
them, and are in a flatc of dependence; and that
the fervants have a real fuperiority over him, be«
caufe he cannot do without them, while he, om

fhe contrary, can do them no- fervice: fo that,

inftead of being vain of their attendance, he
fooks upon it with a fort of humiliation, as a
mark of his weaknefls, and ardently withes for
the time when he fhall be big and firong enough
to have the honour of ferving himfelf.”

“ T'hefe notions (I faid) would be difficult to
eftablifh in families, where the father and mother
themfelves are waited on like children; but in
this, where every perfon has fome employment
~allotted him, cven from the mafter and miftrefs
to the loweft domeftic; where the intercourfe
between them apparently confifts only of recipro-
cal fervices, I do not think it impoffiblc: but I
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am at a lofs to conceive how children, accuftomed
to have their real wants fo readily fatisfied, can be
prevented from expecting the fame gratification
of their imaginary wants or humours ; or how it
is that they do not fometimes fuffer from the hu-
mour of a fervant, whu may treat their real mtl
as imaginary ones.’

“Oh! my friend (replied Mrs. Wulmar] an
ignorant woman may frighten herfelf at any
thing or nothing. But the real wants of chil-
dren, as well as grown perfons, are very few 3
we ought rather to regard the duration of our
eale than the gratifications of a fingle moment.
Do you think, that a child who lies under no re-
ftraint can fuffer fo much from the humour of a
governefs, under the eye of its moth:.r, as to hurt
it? You imagine inconveniencies which arife
from vices already contra@ted, without refleting
that my care has been to prevent fuch vices from
. being contracted at all. 'Women naturally love
children ; and no mifunderftanding would anfn
between them, except from the defire of one to
fubject the other to their caprices, Now that
cannot happen here, neither on the part of the
child, of whom nothing s required, nor on that
of the governefs, whom the child has no netion
of commanding. I have in this n&ed directly
contrary to other mothers, who in appcarance
would have their children obey the domeftics, and

in reality require the fervants to obey the chil-
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dren: here neither of them command nor cbey:
but the child never meets with more complaifance
from any perfon than he fhows for them. Hence,
perceiving that he has no authority over the peo-
ple about him, he becomes tratable and oblig-
ing; in feeking to gain the efteem of others, he
contra@ls an affeCtion for them in turn: this is
the infallible effe@ of felf-love; and from this
reciprocal affection, arifing from the notion of
equality, naturally refult thole virtues, which are
conftantly preached to children, without any
effect. '

¢ I have thought, that the moft eflential part in
the education of children, a2nd which is feldom
regarded in the beft families, is to make them
fenfible of their inability, weaknefs, and depend-
ence, and, as my huiband called it, the heavy
yoke of that neceffity which nature has impofed
on our fpecies; and that, not only in order to
fhow them how much is done ta alleviate the
burden of that yoke, but efpecially to inftruct
them betimes in what rank Providence has
placed them, that they may not prefume too far
above themfelves, or be ignorant of the recipro-
cal duties of humanity. L

“ Young people, who from their cradle have
been brought up in eafc and effeminacy, who
have been carefled by every one, indulged in all
their caprices, and have been ufed to obtain ealily
gvery thing they delired, enter upon the world
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with many impertinent prejudices; of which
they are generally cured by frequent mertifica-

tions, affronts, and chagrin. = Now, I would

willingly fpare my children this fecond kind of
education, by giving them, at firfly a juft netion
of things. I had indeed once refolved to indulge
my eldeft fon in every thing he wanted, from a
perfuafion that the firft impulfes of nature muft
be good and falutary ; but I was not long indif-
covering, that children, conceiving from fuch
treatment that they have a right to be obeyed,
depart from a flate of nature almoft as foon as

born; contracting our vices from our example,

and theirs by our indifcretion. I faw thatif I in-

dulged him in all his humours, they would enly

increafe by fuch indulgence; that it was necel~
- fary to flop at fome point, and that contradiction
- would be the more mortifying, as he {hould be
lefs accuftomed to it: but that it might be lefs
painful to him, I began to ufe him to it by de-
grees; and in order to prevent his tears and la-
mentations, I made every denial irrevocable. It
is true, I contradict him as little as poilible, and
mever without due confideration. 'Whatever is
given or permitted him is done unconditionally,
and at the firft inftance; and in this we are in-
dulgent enough: but he never gets any thing by
importunity, neither his tears nor entreaties be-
ing of any effe®.  Of this he is now fo well con-
vinced, that he makes no ufe of them ; he goes his
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way on the firft word, and frets himfelf no more
at feeing a box of {weetmeats taken away from
him, than at fecing a bird fly away, which he
would be glad to catch; there appearing to him
the fame impoflibility of having the one as the
other; and fo far from beatmg the chairs and
tables, that he dares not lift his hand againit
thofe who oppofe him. In every thing that dif-
plealcs himy he fecls the weight of neceflity, the
effe® of his own weaknefs, but never——excufe
‘me a moment (fays fthe) feeing I was guingw
reply ; I forefee your objection, an& am mmmg to
it immediately.

“ The great caufe of the ill-humour of chil-
dren, isthe care which is taken either to quiet or
to aggravate them. They will fometimes ery for
an hour, for noother reafon in the world than be-
caufe they perceive we would not have them.

Solong as we take notice of their crying, fo long

have they a reafon for continuing to cry; but
they will foon give over of themfelves, when
they fee no notice is taken of them: for, old or

“young, nobody loves to throw away his trouble,

Thhis is exa@ly the cafe with my eldeit boy, who
was once the moft peevith little bawler, ftun-
ning the whole houfe with his cries: whereas,
now you can hardly hear there is a child in the
houfe. He cries, indeed, when he is in pains but
then it is the voice of nature, which fhould never

“be reftrained; and he is hufhed again as foon s
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ever the pain is over. For this reafon I pay
great attention to his tears, as I am certain he
never {heds them for nothing: and hence I have
gained the advantages of being certain when he
is in pain and when not; when he is well and
when fick ; an advantage which is loft with thofe
who cry out of mere humour, andonly in order

to be appeafed. [ muft confels, hawever, that

this management is not to be expetted from

nurfes and governefles : for, as nothing is more

tirefome than to hear a child cry, and as thefe
good women think of nothing but the time pre-
fent, they do not forefez, that by quieting it to-
day it will cry the more to-morrow. But what
is ftill worlfe, this indulgence produces an obfti-
nacy, which is of more confequence as the child
grows up. 'The very caule that makes it a {qual-
ler at three years of age, will make it ftubborn
and refraltory at twelve, quarrlefome at twenty,
imperious and infolent at thirty, and. mfupport-
able all its life.

¢“] come now to your ubjeéhon {addcd fhe,
{miling). In every indulgence granted to chil-
dren, they can ealily fee our defire to pleafe them,
and therefore they fhould be taught to fuppole we
have reafon for refufing or complying with their
requefts. This is another advantage gained by
making ufe of authority, rather than perfuafion,

. on every neceffary occafion.  For, as it is impol-

fible they can always bc blind to our motives, it
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is natural for them to imagine that we have fome
reafon for contradifting them, of which they are
ignorant. On the contrary, when we have once
fubmitted to their judgment, they will pretend to
judge of every thing; and thus become cunning,
deceitful, fruitful in fhifts and chicanery, endea-
vouring to filence thofe who are weak enough to
arguc with them: for, when one is obliged to
give them an account of things above their com-
prehenfion, they attribute the moft prudent con-
duét to caprice, becaufe they are incapable of un-
derftanding it. In a word, the only way to ren-
der children docile, and capable of reafoning, is

. not to reaflon with them at all; but to convince

them, that it is above their childith capacities;
for they will always fuppofe the argument in
their favour, unlefs you can give them good caufe
to think otherwife. T'hey know very well that
we are unwilling to difpleafe them, when they
are certain of cur affetion ; and children are fel-
dom miftaken in this particular: therefore, if I
deny any thing to my children, I never reafon
with them; I never tell them why I do foor fo;
but I endeavour, as much as poffible, that they
fhould find it out ; and that even after the affair
isover. By thele means they are accuftomed to
think that I never deny them any thing without
a fufficient reafon, though they cannot always
fee it.
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< On the fame principle it is, that I never fuffer
~my children to join in the converfation of grown
perfons, or foolifhly imagine themfelves upon an
equality with them, becaufe they are permitted
to prattle. I would have them give a fhort and
modeft anfwer, when they are fpoke to, but never
to fpeak of their own head, or alk impertinent
queftions of perfons fo much older than them-
felves, to whom they ought to fhow more re-
{P:&.lj

¢ Thefe (interrupted I) are very rigid rules,
~ for fo indulgent a mother as Eloila,  Pythagoras-
himfelf was not more fevere with his difCiples.
You are not only afraid to treat them like men,
but feem to be fearful left they fhould too foon
ceafe to be children, By what means can they

acquire knowlcdge more certain and agreeably, -

than by zfking queftions of thofe who know bet-
ter than themfelves? What would the Parifian
ladies think of your maxims, whofe children are
never thought to prattle too much or too long :
they judge of their future underftanding, by the
nonfenfe and impertinence they utter when
young! That may not be amifs, M. Wolmar
will tell me, in a country where the merit of the
people lies in chattering, and a man has no bufi-
nefs to think, if he can but talk, But Icannot
underftand how Eloifa, who is fo defirous of

making the lives of her children happy, can re-
concile that happinefs with fo much reftraint ;
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nor amidft fo much confinement, what becomes
of the liberty with-which fhe pretends to indulge
them.,”

® What (fays the, with impatience) do we re-
ftrain their liberty, by preventing them from
trepafling on curs? And cannot they be happy,

truly, without a whole company fitting filent to .

admire their puerilities? To prevent the growth
of their vanity is a furer means to effet their
happinefs: for the vanity of mankind is the
fource of their greateft misfortunes, and there is
no perfon fo great or fo admired, whofe vanity
has not given him much more pain than plca-
{ure®.

* What can 2 child think of himfelf, when ke
fees a circle of fenfible people liftening to, ad-
miring, and waiting impatiently for his wit, and
breaking out in raptures at every impertinent ex-
prefion? Such falfe applaufe is enough to turn
the head of a grown perfon ; judge then what efe
fect it muft have upon that of a child. It is with
the prattle of children as with the predictions in
the Almanack. It would be flrange, if, amidft
fuch a number of idle words, chance did not now
and then jumble fome of them into fenfe. Imagine
the effect whu:h fuch flattering exclamations muft

* If there ever was a man upon earth made happy by
his vanity, it is pait 2 doubt that he was a fosl,
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have on a fimple mother, already too much fat-
tered by her own heart. Think not, however,
that I am proof againft this error, becaufe I ex-
pofeit. No; I fee the fault, and yet am guilty
of it. But, if I fometimes admire the repartees
of my fon, I do it at leaft in fecret. He will
not learn tobecome a vain prater, by hearing me
applaud him ; nor will flatterers have the plea-
fure, in making me repeat them, of laughing at
my weaknefs.

¢ I remember one day, having company, I
went out to give fome neceflary orders, and on
mg return found four or five great blockheads
buly at play with my boy; they came imme-
" diately to tell me, with great rapture, the many
pretty things he had been faying to them, and
with which they feemed quite charmed. ¢ Gen-

tlemen (faid I, coldly,) I doubt not but you

know how to make puppets fay very fine things ;
but I hope my children will one day be men,
when they will be able to a& and talk of them-
felves ; I fhall then be always glad to hear what
they have faid and done well.” Seeing this man-
ner of paying their court did not take, they fince
play with my children, but net as with Punchi-
nello ; and, to fay the truth, they are evidently
better fince they have been lefs admired.

¢ As to their afking queftions, I de not prohi-
bit it indifcriminately. Iam the firft to tell them
to alk, foftly, of their father or me, what they
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deflire to know. But 1 do not permit them to
break in upon a ferious converfation, to trouble
every body with the firfk piece of impertinence
that comes into their heads. Theart of alking
queftions is not quite fo eafy as may be imagined.
It is rather that of a mafter than of a {cholar,—
The wile know and enquire, fays the Indian pro-
verb, but the ignorant know not even what to
inquirc after. For want of fuch previous inftruc-
tion, children, when at liberty to afk queftions
as they pleafe, never afk any but fuch as are fris
volous, and anfwer no purpafe, or {uch difficult

- ones whole folution is beyond their comprehen-

fion. T hus, generally fpeaking, they learn more
by the queftions which are afked of them, than
from thofe which they afk of others,

¢ But, were this method of permitting them
to afk queftions as uleful as it is pretended to be,
is mot the firft and moft important fcience to
them, that of being modeft and difcreet? And
is there any other that fhould be preferred te
this? Of what ufe then is an unlimited freedom
of fpeech to children, before the age at which it
is proper for them to fpeak ! Qr the right of im~

pertinently obliging perions to anfwer their child-

ith queftions? Thefe little chattering querifts

afk queftions, not fo much for the fake of inftruc.

tion, as to engage one’s notice. T his indulgence,

sherefore, is not fo much the way to inftrud
02
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them, as to render them conceited and vain ; an
inconvenicnce much greater, in my opinion,
than the advantage they gain by it; for igno-
rance will by degrees diminifh, but vanity will
always increafe.

« The worft that can happen from too long a
referve will be, that my fon, when he comes to
years of difcretion, will be lefs fluent in {peech,
and may want that volubility of tongue, and mul-
tiplicity of words, which he might otherwife
have acquired ; but when we confider how much
the cuftom of paffing away life in idle prattle im-
poverifes the underftanding, this happy Rterility
of words appears rather an advantage than other-
wife. Shall the organ of truth, the moft worthy
organ of man, the only one whofe ufe diftin-
guifhes him from the brutes, fhall this be prof-
tituted to no better purpofes than thole which
are anfwered as well by the inarticulate founds of
other animals? He degrades himfelf even be-
low them when he fpeaks and fays nothing; a
man fhould preferve his dignity, as fuch, even in
his lighteft amufements. If it be thought polite
to ftun the company with idle prate, I think it'a
much greater inftance of true politenefs to let
others fpeak before us; to pay a greater defer«
enec to what is faid, than to what we fay our-
felves; and to let them fee we refpect them too
much to think they can be entertained by our
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nonfenfe. The good opinion of the world, that
which makes us courted and careffed by others,
is not obtained fo much by dilplaying our own
talents, as by giving others an opportunity of
difplaying theirs, and by placing our own mo-
defty as a foil to their vanity. You need not be

afraid that a man of fenfe, who is filent only

from referve and difcretion, fhould ever be taken
fora fool. It is impoflible inany country what-
ever that a man fhould be charadterifed by what
he has not faid, or that he fhould be defpifed for
being filent.

¢ On the contrary, it may he generally ob-
ferved that people of few words impofe filence
on' others, who pay an extraordinary attention

to what they fay, which gives them every ad-.

vantage of converfation. It is fodifficult for the
moft (enfible man to retain his prefence of mind,

during the hurry of a long difcourfe ; fo feldom’

that fomething does not efcape him, which he af=
terwards repents of, that it is no wonder if he
fometimes choofes to fupprefs what is pertinent,
to avoid the rifk of talking nonfenfe,

« But there is a great difference between fix
years of age and twenty; my fon will not be al-
ways a child, and, in proportion as his under-
ftanding ripens, his father defigns it fhall be ex-
ercifed. As to my part, my tafk does not ex-
tend fo far, 1 may nurfe children, but I have

O3 .
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not the prefumption to think of making them

mem. I hope, (fays fhe, looking at her hufband) -

this will be the employiment of mote able heads.
I am a2 woman and a mother, and know my
place and my dutyy hence, I fay again, it is not
my duty to educate my fons, but to prepare
them for being educated,

“ Nor do I 2ny thing more i this than pur-
{ue the fyftem of M. Wolmar, in every particu=
lar 3 which, the farther I proceed, the mote rea-
fon I find to pronounce excellent and juft. Ob-
ferve my children, particularly the eldeftj have
you ever {een children more happy, more cheerful,
or lefs troublefome. You fec them jump and
laugh, and run about all day, without incoms
moding any one. What pleafure, what inde-
pendence, is their age capable of which they do
not enjoy, or which they abufe? They ate un-
der as little reftraint in my prefence as when 1
am abfent. On the contrary, they feem always
at more liberty under the eye of their mether
than elfewhere; and though I am the author of
all the feverity they underge, they find me al-
ways more indulgent than any body elfe: for I
cannot fupport the thought of their not loving
me better than any other perfon in the world.
The only rules impofed on them in our com-
pany afc thofe of liberty itfelfy viz. they muft
lay the company under no greater reftraint than
they themfelves are umder; they muft not cry
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louder than we talk ; and as they are not obliged
to concern themlelves with us, they are not to
expeét our notice. “ Now if ever they trefpals
againft fuch equitable rules as thefe, all their pu-
nifhment is, to be immediately {eat away; and
I make this a punifhment, by contriving to ren-

“der every other place difagreeable to them. Set-

ting this reftri&tion afide, they are, ina manner,
quite unreftrained; we never oblige them to

learn any thing; never tire them with fruitlefs

corrections 3 never reprimand them for trifles ; the
only leflons which are given them being thole

my direétions, is fo difcreet and careful in this
bufinefs, that they leave me nothing to wifh for

and, if any defet thould arife, my own affiduity

would eafily rcpair it.

¢ Yefterday, for example, the eldeft boy hav.
ing taken a drum from his brother, fet him a cry-
ing, Fanny faid nothing to him at the time ; but,
about an hour after, when fhe faw him in the
height of his amufement, fhe in her turn took it
from him, which fet him a crying alfo. * What

(faid fhe) do you cry for? You took it jult now -

by force from your brother, and now I take it

from you ; what have you to complain of? Am

not 1 ftronger than you?” She then began to

beat the drum, as if fhe took pleafure in it. Se

far all went well till fome time after fhe was
O 4
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going to give the drum to the younger, but I pre-
vented her, as this was not ating naturally, and
might create envy between the brothers, In
lofing the drum, the youngeft fubmitted to the

hard law of neceffity ; the elder, in having it

taken from him, was fenfible of injuftice: both
knew their own weaknefs, and were in a moment
reconciled.”

A plan fo new, and fo contrary to received
opinions, at fir{t furprifed me. By dint of expla-
nation, however, they at length reprefented it in
fo admirable a light, that I was made fenfible the
path of nature is the beft. The only inconveni-
ence which I find in this method, and which ap-
peared to me very great, was to negledt the only
faculty which children poflefs in perfe€tion, and
which is only debilitated by their growing into
years. Mecthinks, according to their own {yftem
of education, that the weaker the underftanding,
the more one ought to exercife and ftrengthen
the memory, which is then fo proper to be exer-

cifed, ~“ It is that (faid I) which ought to fupply -

the place of reafon, The mind becomes heavy

and dull by inaction.

of preparing children to become reafonable, by
beginning to make them fupid.”—% How |
fRupid! (cried Mrs, Wolmar immediately.) Do

you confound two qualities fo different, and a}<
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moft contrary, as memory and judgment*? As
if an ill digefted and unconnedted lumber of
things, in a weak head, did not do more harm

than good to the underftanding. I confefs, that

~of all the faculties of the human mind, the me-

mory is the firft which opens itfelf, and is the
moft convenient to be cultivated in children : but
which, in your opinion fhould be preferred, that
which is moft ealy for them to learn, or that which
is moft important for them to know ! Confider
the ufe which is generally made to this aptitude,
the eternal conftraint to which they are fubjedt,
in order to difplay their memory, and then com-
pare its utility to what they are made to fuffer,
Why fhould a child be compelled to ftudy lan-
guages he will never talk, and that even before
he has learnt his own tongue? Why fhould he
be forced inceflantly to make and repeat verfes
he does not underftand, and whofc harmony all
lies at the end of his fingers ; or be perplexed to
death with circles and triangles, of which he has
no idea ; or why bu[d:ndd with an inﬁu'i't}r of
names of towns and rivers, which he conftantly
miftakes, and learns anew every day? Is this to
cultivate the memory to the improvement of the
underftanding, or is all fuch frivolous acquifition

® Here appears to be fome little miftake. Nothing is
fo ufeful to the judgment as memory : it is true, however,
st it s not the remembrance of words.
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worth one of thofe many tears it cofts him? Were
all this, however, merely ufelefs, 1 fhould not fo
much complain of it ; but is it not pernicious ta
accuftom a child to be fatisfied with mere words ?
Muft not fuch-a heap of crude and indigefted terms
and notions be injurious to the formation of thofe
primary ideas with which the human underftand-
ing ought firft to be furnifhed ! And would it not
be better to have no memory at all; than to have
it ftuffed with fuch a heap of literary lumber, to
the exclufion of neceflary knowledge ?

- If nature has given to the brain of children
that {oftnefs of texture, which renders it proper to
receive every impreflion, it is not proper for us to

imprint the names of fovereigns, dates, terms of

art, and other infignificant words of no meaning
to them while young, nor of any ufe to them as
they grow old ; but it is our duty to trace out
betimes all thofe ideas which are relative to the
ftate and conditien of humanity, thofc which re-
late to their duty and happinefs, that they may
ferve to conduét them through life in 2 manner
agreeable to their being and faculties, The me=
mory of a child may be exercifed without poring
over books. Every thing he fees, every thing
he hears, catches his attention, and is ftored up
in his memory : he keeps a jburnal of the a&ions
and converfation of men, and from every fcene
that prefents itfclf deduces fomething to enrich
his memory. It is in the choice of objects, in the
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ELOISA, 323
eare to fhow him fuch only as he ought to know,

‘and to hide from him thofe of which he ought te

be ignorant, that the true art of cultivating the
memory cenfifts.

“ You muft not think, however {continued
Eloifa) that we entircly negledt that care on
which you think fo much depends. A mother,
if fhe is the leaft vigilant, holds in her hands the
reins over the paffions of her children. There
arc ways and means to excite in them a defire of
inlirution ; and fo far as they are compatible with-

thty freedom of the child, and tend nort to fow in

them the feeds of vice, I readily employ them,
without being chagrined if they are not attended
with fuccefs : for there is always time enough for
knowledge, but not 2 moment fhould be loft in
forming the difpofition. Mr. Wolmar lays, in-
deed, fo great a ftrefs on the firlt dawnings of
reafon, that he maintains, though his fon fhould be
totally ignorant at twelve years old, he might
know not a whit the lefs at fifteen ; without con-
fidering that nothing is lefs neceflary than for a
man to be a fcholar, and nothing more fo than for
him to be juft and prudent., You know that our
eldcft reads already tolerably well, T will tell
you how he became fond of it: I had formed a
delign to repeat to him, from time to time, fome
fable out of La Fontaine, and had already begun,
when he afked me one day, ferioufly, if ravens
could talk. 1 faw immediately the dificulty of
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making him fenfible of the difference between,
fable and falfehood : and laying afide La Fontaine,
ot off as well as I could, being from that moment
convinced that fables were only proper for grown
perfons, and that fimple truth only fthould be re-
peated to children, In the room of La Fontaine,
therefore, I fubftituted a colle&ion of little in-
terefting and inftruftive hiftories, taken moftly
from the Bible ; and, finding he grew attentive to
thefe tales, I compofed others as entertaining as
poffible, and applicable to prefent circumﬁan{ﬁ%
Thefe [ wrote out fair, in a fine book ornameniy 1
with prints, which I kept locked up, Excq}t%
the times of reading. I read alfo but feldom, and
never long at a time, repeating often the fame
ftory, and commenting a lictle before I pafled on
to another. 'When I obferved him particularly
intent, I pretended to recolle® fome orders ne-
ceflary to be given, and left the ftory unfinifhed,
jult in the moft interefting part, laying the book
down negzligently, and leaving it behind me. 1
was no fooner gone than he would take it up, and
go to his Fanny, or fomebody elfe, begging them
to read the remainder of the tale; but as nobody
was at his command, and cvery one had his in-
ftrultions, he was frequently refufed. One
would give him a flat denial, another had fome-
thing elfe to do, a third muttered it out very low
and badly, and a fourth would leave it in the mid-
dle, juft as I had done before, When we faw him

.
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heartily wearied out with fo much dependence,
fomebody intimated to him to learn to read him-

_alelf, and then he need not atk any body, but

might turn it over at pleafure. He was greatly
delighted with the {cheme, but where fhould he
find any one obliging enough to inftrué him?

This was a new difficulty, which we tovk care,
however, not to make too great, In fpite of this

precaution he was tired out three or four times;
but of this I took no other notice, than to endea- .

vour to make my little hiftories the more amuf-
ing, which brought him apzin to the charge
witli fo much ardour that though it is not fix
months fince he began (o learn, he will be very
foon able to read the whole colleftion, without
any affiftance.

¢ Itisin this manner I :ndewuur to excite his
zeal and inclination to attain fuch knowledge as
requires application and patience ; but though
he learns to read, he gets no fuch knowledge
from bocks, for there is no fuch in the books he
reads, nor is the application to it proper for

children, 1 am defirous alfo of furnithing their

heads with ideas, and not with words for
which reafon I never fet them to get any thing
by heart.”’——

¢ Never, (faid I, interrupting her !) that is fay-
ing a great deal. Surely you have taught him

his prayers and his catechifm !”"—* There you
are miftaken (replied fhe.) As to the article of .
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prayefs, | Fzy mine every morning and evening
aloud in the nurfery, which is fufficient to teach
them, without obliging them to learn. As to
their catechifm, they know not what it is.”—
¢ What, Eloifa! your children never learn their
catechifm I’—¢¢ No, my friend, my children do
not learn their catechifm.”—* Indeed ! (laid I,
quite furprifed) fo pious a mother !—I really do

not comprehend you. Pray what is the reafon

they do not learn it.”—¢ T he reafon is (faid {he)
that I would have them fome time or other be-
lieve it: I would have them be Chriftians,” ==
underftand you (faid 1) ; you would not have thbir
faith confift in mere words; you would have
them believe, as well as kuow, the articles of
their religion; and you judge very prudently,
that it is impofiible for a man to believe what he
does not underftand.”— You are very difficult
(faid M. Wolmar, fmiling); pray, were you a
Chriftian by chance i”—¢¢ I endeavour to be one
{anfwered I, refolutely). I believe all that I un-
derftand of the Chriftian religion, and refpe& the
reft, without rejefting -it.” KEloifla made me a
fign of approbation, and we refumed the former
fubjelt of converfation; when, after explaining

herfelf on feveral other {ubjeéts, and convincing

me of her aftive and indefatigable maternal zeal,
{he concluded by oblerving that her method ex-
actly anfwered the two objeéts fhe propofed,
namely, the permitting the natural difpofition
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and charaéter of her children to difcover thems
felves, and empowering herfelf to ftudy and ex<
amine it,

¢ My children (continued fhe) lie under no
manner of reftraint, and yet cannot abufe their
liberty. ‘Their difpefition can neither be de-
praved nor perverted; their bodies are left to
grow, and their judgments to ripen at eafe and
leifure: fubjection debafes not their minds, nor
doés flattery excite their felf-love; they think
themfelves neither powerful men nor enflaved
animals, but children, happy and free. To guard
th¢m from vices not in their nature, they have,
in my opinion, a better prefervative than leéturcs,
which they would not underftand, or of which
they would foon be tired. This confifts in the
good behaviour of thofe about them ; in the good
converfation they hear, which is o natural te
them all that they ftand in no need of inftru&ion 3
it confifts in the peace and unity of which they
are witnefles; in the harmony which is conltant-
ly obferved, and in the condu&t and converfation
of every one around them. Nurfed hitherto in
natural {implicity, whence fhould they derive
thofc vices, of which they have never feen the
example! Whence thofe paffions they have ne
opportunity to feel, thofe prejudices which no-
thing they oblerve can imprefs ! You fee they be-
tray no bad inclination; they have adopted no
eripneous notions. Their ignorance is not opi-
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nionated ; their defires are not obflinate; their
propeniity to evil is prevented, nature is juftified,
and every thing ferves to convince me, that the
faults we accufe her of are not thole of nature, but
our own,

- % It is thus, that, giving up to the indulgence
of their own inclinations, without difguife or al-
teration, our children do not take an external and
artificial form, but preferve exactly that of their
original charalter. It is thus that their charadter
daily unfolds itfelf to ohfervation,and gives us an
opportunity to fludy the workings of nature, even

to her moft fecret principles. Sure of never BS~

ing reprimanded or punifhed, they are ignorant
of lying or concealing any thing from us: and in
whatever they fay, whether before us or among
themfelves, they difcover, without reftraint, what-
ever lies at the bortom of their hearts. Being
left at full liberty to prattle all day long to cach
other, they are under no reftraint before me. I
never check them, enjoin them to filence, or in-
deed pretend to take notice of what they fay,
while they talk fometimes very blameably: though
I feem to know nothing of the matter, At the
fame time, however, I liften to them with atten-
tion, and keep an exact account of all they fay or
do: but thefe are the natural produftions of the
foil which we areto cultivate, A naughty word
in their mouths is a plant or feed foreign to the
foil, fown by the vagrant wind: thould I cut it
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off by a reprimand, it would not fail crelong to
fhoot forth again. Inftead of that, therefore, I
look carefully to find its root, and pluck it up.
I am only (faid fhe, fmiling) the fervant of the
gardener; I only weed the garden by taking
away the vicious plants: it is for him to culti-
vate the good ones. It muft be confeffed alfo,
that with all the pains I may take, I cught to be
well feconded to fucceed, and that (uch fuccefs
dépends on a concurrence of circumitances,
which is perhaps ta be met with no where but
here, The knowledgeand difcretion of a fenfible
f2%her are required to diftinguifh and point out,
in the midft of eftablithed prejudices, the true art
of governing children from the time of their
birth; his patience is required to carry it inte
execution, without ever contradi¢ting his pre-
cepts by his pradtice; it is neceflary that one’s
children fhould be happy in their birth, and that
nature thould have made them amiable; it is ne-
ceflary to have none but fenfible and well-dif
pofed fervants about one, who will not fail to
enter into the defign of their mafter. One brutal
or fervile domeftic would be enocugh to fpoil all.
In fhort, when one thinks how many adventis
tious circumftances may injure the beft defigns,
and fpoil the beft concerted projefls, ane ought
to be thankful to Providence for every thing that
fucceeds, and to confefs that wilfdom depends
greatly on good fortune,”—¢ Say, rather (replied
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I), that pood fortune depends on prudence. De
not you fee that the concurrence of circum-
ftances, on which you felicitate yourlelf, is your
own doing, and that every one who approaches

you is, in 2 manner, compelled to refemble you? -

O ye mothers of families! when you complain
that your views, your endeavours, are not fe-
conded, how little do you know your own pow-
er! Be but what you ought, and you will fur-
mount all obftacles; you will oblige every one

about you to difcharge their duty, if you but dif-
charge yours. Are not your rights thofc of na-

ture ! In fpite of the maxims or praltice of vf#p*
Shefe will be always refpected by the human heart,
Do you but afpire to be women and mothers, and
the moft gentle empire on earth will he alfo‘the

In the clofe of our cnnverfntmn, Elﬁiﬁ. rer

marked that her tatk was become much eafier
fince the arrival of Harriet. ¢ It is certain (faid
fhe) I fhould have had lefs trouble if I would have
excited afpirit of emulation between the brothers.
But this ftep appeared to me too dangerous; I
chofe, thercfore, rather to take morc pains, and
to run lefs rifk. Harriet has made up for this;
for, being of a different fex, their elder, fondly
beloved by both, and very fenfible for her age,
I make a kind of governefs of her, and with the
more fuccefs, as het leflons are lefs fufpedted to be
fuch, |
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ELOISAL 331 e talents
© As to herfelf, her education fails under my T mother
care; but the principles on which I proceed are
fo different, as to deferve a particular explana-
tion. Thus much at leaft I can fay of her al-
rcady, that it will be difficult to improve on the
talents nature has given her, and that her merit 1 ttemble
is equal to her mother’s, if her mother could pof-
fibly havean cqual.” : | you, at the
We now, my lord, expeélt you every day here, . by
_m*r*hls fhould be my laft letter. But I un- s fubject .
. derfland the reafon of your ftay with the army,
and tiemble for the confequence. Eloifa is no ny heart as
i[’f* uneafy, and defires you will oftener let her
hefr from you ; conjuring you, at the fame time, ., tolofe
to think how much you endanger the peace of . /0u not to
your friends, by expofing your perfon. For my - your fake ?

part, I have nothing to fay to you on this fubjet.
Difcharge your duty ; the advice of pufillanimity
is as foreign from my hcart as from yours, I
know too well, my dear B——, the only cataf-
trophe worthy of you, is, to lofe your life in the
fervice and for the honour of your country; but
ought you not to give fome account of your days
to him who has preferved his ohily for your fake ?

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME.
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