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' ‘A mere conventionality has tabooed all verbal reference to matters that enter
into the life of every sentient being... They (folksongs) keep up to date, as
it were, the expression of those inner feelings which never rise to the surface
of a set literature, but in reality the very essence of popular belief.
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2 ‘] make no apology for them. They were rude, but not altogether bad. Many
of them were satirical. They deal chiefly with immorality not to encourage
or suggest it, but to satirize it.. No doubt they served their purpose though
we of our time, should call them indelicate. Yet the simple, unspoiled rustic
folks did not consider them out of place. They saw no harm in them. But
they knew not shame as we do : they were really very innocent compared
with ourselves. We have had our eyes opened, but at what a price! Of a
truth the shame is on our side and lies not with the rustics. And where
the songs were professedly bad, this might be said of them that they were
so honestly; that is to say, there were simple, open and natural; they were
morally immoral if I may say so and not cunningly suggestive and damnably
hypocritical, as are some of the modern music-hall pieces.”
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There’s an eye that looks on the swelling cloud;
Folding the moon in 4 funeral shroud:;

That watches the stars dying one by one;

Till the whole of heaven’s calm light hath gone.
There’s an ear that lists to the hissing surge,
As the mourner turns to the anthem dirge.

That eye! that ear! oh whose can they be,

But a mother’s who hath a child at sea?
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There’s a cheek that is getting ashy white,

As the tokens of storm come on with night.
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There's a form that’s fixed at the lattice pane,

To mark how the gloom gathers over the main.
While the goasty billows lash the shore,

With loftier sweep and hoarser roar.

That cheek! that form! oh whose can they be,

But a mother’s who hath a child at sea?
3
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The rushing whistle chills her blood,

As the North Wind hurries to scourge the flood

And the icy shiver spreads to her heart,

As the first red lines of lightning start.

The ocean boils! all mute she stands,

With parted lips and tight-clasped hands.

Oh! marvel not at her fear, for she

Is a mother who hath a child at sea.
4
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She Conjures up the fearful scene
Of yawning waves, where the ship between,
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With striking keel

and splintered mast
hard angd foundered fast.

s her boy i, lank drenched hair,

ck with a cry of despair,

o ening : no grief can be
tke a mothey’s who hath a child at sea.
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She presses her brow; she sinks and kneels,

Is plunging
She see
Clinging on to the wre

Oh the vision is madd

While the blast howls on and the thunder peals.

She breathes not a word: for her her passionate prayer
Is too fervent and deep for the lips to bear.

It is poured in the long convulsive sigh,

In the straining glance of an upturned eye;

And a holier offering cannot be,

Than the mother’s prayer for her child at sea.
6
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Oh! I love the winds when they spurn control,
For they suit my own bond-hating soul;
I like to hear them sweeping past,
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Like the cagle’s pinions, free and fast.

But a pang wily rise with sad alloy

To soften my spirit and sink my joy

When I think how dismal their voice must be

To a mother who hath g child at sea.

Eliza Cook
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