
Creative Commons (CC) is a US charitable organisation that develops, 
supports, and stewards legal and technical infrastructure to maximize digital 
creativity, sharing, and innovation.  CC provides free copyright licences for 
everyone, from individuals to large companies and governments, to mark 
their works with copyright permissions allowing others to copy, distribute, 
and make specified re-uses.

CC licences help the copyright owner to tailor, 
as they choose, the default “all rights reserved” 
of copyright to “some rights reserved.  By using 
CC licences the copyright owner may provide 
non-exclusive permission to copy, remix, and 
or share their work.  These permissions may be 
restricted or limited, again as the copyright 
owner chooses; for example by limiting such 
uses to non-commercial use only. 

There are six core CC licences all of which 
require that the copyright owner receive 
attribution. For more information on the different 
types of CC licences see: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/ 

In addition, CC offers two “tools” including the 
Public Domain Mark and CC Zero, a waiver of 
all copyrights.

Share, reuse, remix - legally
www.creativecommons.org
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What is Creative Commons?



Attribution - You let others copy, distribute, display and perform your 
copyrighted work - and derivative works based upon it - but only if they give 
credit the way you request

Share Alike - You allow others to distribute derivative works only under a 
license identical to the license that governs your work

No Derivative Works - You let others copy, distribute, display and perform 
only verbatim copies of your work, not derivative works based upon it

Non-Commercial - You let others copy, distribute, display and perform your 
copyrighted work - and derivative works based upon it - but for non-
commercial purposes
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Creative Commons was launched in 2002. There are now more than 400 
million CC licensed works on the internet from photos, music, to research 
findings and college courses. 

CC’s Affiliate Network covers over 70 jurisdictions, including the UK, to 
ensure that CC licenses conform to local law and to promote CC activities 
around the world. CC licences are used by Wikipedia, Europeana, JISC, 
Flickr, MIT OpenCourseWare, Nature Publishing Group, Aljazeera English, 
The Open University, Global Voices and Whitehouse.gov, among many 
others.

Want to learn more and get involved?
Contact CCUK at info@creativecommons.org.uk
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