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INTRODUCTION

In 1888 I went ta.Torres Straits to study marine zoology and had no intention of paying
attention to ethnography; indeed, before I left England, I consulted Sir William Flower
about taking measurements of natives and he dissuaded me from doing so, and others
seemed to think that there was little worth doing as regards the natives. All this fitted in
very well with my inclinations, for I had not paid any serious attention to ethnology and
was relieved to find that I might neglect it.

After a preliminary cruise in the Straits, I stayed at Mabuiag during the month of
October in 1888 and spent five months at Mer in 1888-9. I also paid short visits to various
islands. Throughout this time I was in close contact with the islanders, especially when
dredging and collecting plankton. I found them a cheerful, friendly and intelligent folk,
and soon became friends with many of them. Naturally, when opportunity offered, I spoke
to them about their past and soon found that the young men knew extremely little about
it and they always referred me to the old men. I had previously found that practically
none of the Europeans in the islands knew or cared anything about the customs of the
natives or their former beliefs, and I also discovered that all that was known about them
was contained in the accounts given by Jukes, by Macgillivray, and in the sketches and
often inaccurate notes by Wyatt Gill and a few others. I therefore considered it my duty to
record as much as was possible in the circumstances, so I induced the old men to come in the
evenings and talk about old times and tell me their folk-tales. In this way, without any
previous experience or knowledge, I worked single-handed among the Western islanders
and amassed a fair amount of information.

On arriving at Mer I was hospitably entertained by the Rev. A. E. Hunt and Mrs Hunt
and by the Rev. E. B. Savage, who did all they could to make my stay with them pleasant
and profitable. I made a rough survey of this volcanic island and located all the villages
and groups of houses. I also made enquiries into their folk-tales, former ceremonies, and
the like, but as I understood that Mr Hunt proposed to make a study of the people I pur-
posely did not investigate the natives as thoroughly as I should have liked to have done in
the intervals of my zoological work.

I left the Straits in the summer of 1889 with very considerable collections of marine
animals. Two large metal drums of specimens were consigned to my friend Prof. G. B.
Howes of the Royal College of Science, South Kensington. The excise officer demanded a
duty on the alcohol although all of it had been shipped from London to Torres Straits.
Howes refused to pay anything and poured all the alcohol down the sink; the excise officer
did not mind, and Howes filled up the drums with fresh spirit which was provided by the
Department of Science and Art. Thus the Government lost both the duty and the value of
the fresh alcohol and the specimens gained therefrom.

I had arranged to have a couple of months or so in London before returning to my
duties in Dublin and I spent that time in sorting my ethnographical collections in the
British Museum, to which institution I gave the bulk of the specimens, and I also wrote up
my ethnographical material on the Western islanders, which was published by the Anthro-
pological Institute, and prepared my folk-tales for the Folk-Lore Society. It was during

this time that I first became acquainted with ethnologists and folk-lorists, and other
b2




xii ANTHROPOLOGICAL EXPEDITION TO TORRES STRAITS

anthropologists. Towards the end of my stay in London, Sir William Flower suggested that

I should seriously take up the study of anthropology. This I was not very ready to do
as I was devoted to zoology. However, on my return to Dublin I gradually turned my
attention to various aspects of anthropology, and finding not much scope there for my
new interests I went to live in Cambridge in 1893. A few years later I resigned the chair
of zoology in the Royal College of Science, Dublin, and thenceforth devoted myself to
anthropology.

Feeling that our knowledge of the Torres Straits islanders was extremely incomplete, I
decided to make another expedition thither, and I was fortunate in being able to persuade
six others to accompany me; we arrived at Thursday Island on April 22, 1898.

My first concern was to secure the services of Sidney H. Ray, who had made a study of
the two languages of Torres Straits based upon missionary publications and other material
which I supplied, all of which was too imperfect to be trustworthy. The personal investi-
gations by Ray are published in vol. 111 of these Reports. Heisnow the recognised authority
on the languages of Western Oceania.

I had long felt that psychological investigations must be undertaken before any real
advance could be made in ethnology, so I invited Drs W. H. R. Rivers, C. S. Myers and
W. McDougall to undertake this branch of our work. They concerned themselves with the
study of mental characteristics by the methods of experimental psychology and their
results are given in vol. 11 of these Reports. This was the first occasion on which trained
pyschologists provided with what apparatus they needed had worked among a primitive
people in their natural surroundings.

In endeavouring to discover whether certain aptitudes or disabilities were common to
members of the same family, Rivers began to collect genealogies. He soon saw that this
method of enquiry afforded precise information concerning vital statistics and it also helped
to explain a number of social conditions. He collected kinship terms and incidentally the
duties and privileges of kinsmen, and in this way he originated the genealogical method
which in his hands and in those whom he inspired has led to a new and invaluable ethno-
logical technique. Previously Rivers had not taken any interest in ethnology, and the after-
results of our expedition were his investigation of the Todas (The T'odas, London, 1906),
his subsequent researches in Melanesia (The History of Melanesian Society, Cambridge,

1914) and his numerous later ethnological publications. Apart from his purely psychological
researches, he was particularly interested in the inter-relation of psychology and ethnology.
The sudden death of Dr W. H. R. Rivers, F.R.S., in Cambridge on June 4, 1922, was an
irreplaceable loss to his friends and to science; obituary notices and a bibliography are
given in Man, 1922, No. 61.

Dr C. 8. Myers, F.R.S., was an accomplished musician and, in addition to his psycho-
logical investigations, he interested himself in native music in the Straits and has since done
so elsewhere. As in the case of Rivers, from being at first a pure psychologist he became
interested in other branches of anthropology. He is now the Director of the National
Institute of Industrial Psychology.

Dr W. McDougall, F.R.S., continued in the straight path of psychology, at first at
Oxford and thenceforth in the United States of America.

Mr Anthony Wilkin already had some archaeological and anthropological experience in
Egypt and Algeria, and as he was a good photographer I asked him to act as such for the
expedition and to undertake certain branches of material culture. To our profound grief
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the promising career of this brilliant young man was cut short by death at Cairo on
May 17, 1901. His name is perpetuated among us by the Anthony Wilkin Studentshlp for
ethnological and archaeological field-work.

Dr C. S. Seligman, F.R.S., with his wide interests filled in many gaps, such as native
medicine and the-diseases of the natives, and he helped the psychologists in their work.
He has recently retired from the Professorship of Ethnology at the London School of
Economics, University of London.

. Rivers, Myers and McDougall remained on Mer, one of the Murray Islands, during four
months (May to September, 1898), but from May 23 to July 20, Ray, Wilkin, Seligman
and myself paid a flying visit to the Central Division of British New Guinea (or Papua, as
it is now officially termed). Various minor studies were published as the result of this trip,
and it was owing to the knowledge Seligman then acquired that Major Cooke Daniels
invited Seligman to accompany him on an expedition in 1904 to the south-east end of
New Guinea, which resulted in the publication by him of The Melanesians of British New
Guinea, Cambridge, 1910.

_The expedition as such broke up in October, 1898, but Myers, McDougall, Seligman,
Ray and myself accepted the cordial invitation of Charles Hose to make a supplementary
expedition to Sarawak, which led to many interesting experiences and to various ethno-
graphical studies. It was owing to this visit that Hose asked McDougall to cooperate with
him in writing The Pagan T'ribes of Borneo, London, 1912. We were in Sarawak during the
first four months of 1899.

Further general information will be found in the Introduction to my paper of 1890, in
the Prefaces and Introductions to vols. 11, v and v1 of these Reports, and in the Preface to
Head-hunters, black, white, and brown, London, 1901,

It will be seen from the historical sketch in this volume that practically nothing was
known about the Torres Straits islanders till the memorable voyages of the “Fly”,
“Bramble”, and “Rattlesnake” in the years 1843 to 1849. Nothing further of any im-
‘portance was written until after the advent of the missionaries of the London Missionary
Society in July, 1871; the records of their labours will be found in the books by A. W.
Murray (1876), W. Wyatt Gill (1876) and S. McFarlane (1888). The first account of the
Western islanders, published by me in 1890, was based on observations made in 1888.
Hunt’s brief paper (1899) deals from 1887-90. These Reports cover the years 1898, 1899,
with references to my own and other earlier publications.

Thus there is a gap in our knowledge of what was taking place in Torres Straits during
the twenty-two years between 1849 and 1871, and there is only desultory information
about what has occurred since. During the first blank period many vessels passed through
the Straits, some of which doubtless touched at various islands, but what the foreigners did
there is unrecorded.

It also comprises the period of the beginning of the pearl-shelling and béche-de-mer
industries, about which more or less lurid rumours were current when I first visited the
locality. If anything can be retrieved about the contact of the white men and their South
Sea crews with the natives it would make most interesting and doubtless unsavoury
reading. There can be little doubt that the events of this troublous period affected the
natives very adversely in every way and that the ill-effects persisted for a long time.
Somewhere about 1880 the welfare of the natives became the concern of the Queensland
Government, abuses were stopped and in time benevolent administration made the lives
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and property of the islanders secure and they were helped to bear the stram consequent
upon the rapid introduction of an alien and complex civilisation. 7

Since 1888 I have consistently tried to recover the past life of the islanders, not merely
in order to give a picture of their former conditions of existence and their social and
religious activities, but also to serve as a basis for an appreciation of the changes that have
since taken place. It has generally been acknowledged by me that ethnologists should
study the existing conditions of backward societies, but to interpret these it is first necessary
to know from what they have originated and then to trace the successions of new contacts
and their influences on the people. I must leave it to another to describe this meta-
morphosis.

I have fulfilled to the best of my ability and opportunity my self-imposed task and I
can only hope that others will build upon this imperfect foundation.

I should like here to acknowledge the help I have received from various friends, amongst
whom must be especially mentioned Mr W. N. Beaver, Mr A. O. C. Davies, Professor Gunnar
Landtman, the Rev. W. H. MacFarlane, the late Rev. E. Baxter Riley, Dr D. F. Thomson
and Dr W. E. Williams, the observations of all of whom I have so often quoted, and also
my indebtedness to Miss K. 8. Fegan and Miss A. Nicol Smith who have for long periods of
time rendered me invaluable honorary secretarial assistance.

The following is the system of spelling which has been adopted:

a as in “father” 0 a8 qw in “saw’
g asin “at” % as oo in “soon”’
e as ¢ in “date” % as in “up”
éasin “let” at as in “aisgle”

¢ as a¢ in “air” aw as ow in “cow’’
1 as ee in “feet” et as ay in “may”’
i as in “it” ot as oy in “boy”

o as in “own”
The consonants are sounded as in English.

A, C. HADDON
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I. HISTORICAL SKETCH

THE TARLY VOYAGERS . . . . . . PAGE 3
'THE PEARL-SHELLING INDUSTRY . : . . . 13
THE BECHE-DE-MER AND TROCHUS FISHERIES . . 15
M1s8IONARY ENTERPRISE . . . . . . . 15

THE EARLY VOYAGERS

Luis Vaez de Torres was second in command to Pedro Fernandez de Quirés in his voyage
from Callao to Melanesia. Having discovered Espiritu Santo in April 1606, Quirds returned
to Acupulco, but Torres went west, and about the middle of July 1606 he fell in with a
coast, which he called “the beginning of New Guinea”, apparently the Louisiade archi-
pelago, as de Bougainville subsequently [1768] named it. He bore to the south side of
New Guines, along the Gulf of Papua, and eventually passed through “an archipelago of
Islands without number.. . . Here (at the end of the 11th degree) were very large Islands. . .
they were inhabited by black people, very corpulent, and naked: their arms were lances,
arrows, and clubs of stone ill fashioned. We could not get any of their arms” (James
Burney, History of voyages in the South Sea, pt. m, 1806, Appendix No. 1, p. 475).

“Torres passed through this strait in 1606, but despite the great importance of the
discovery, its existence remained unknown until 1762, from the jealousy of the Spanish
monarchy, which kept the reports of its navigators a secret from the world. At the time
in question, however, Manilla fell into eur hands, and in the archives of that colony, a
duplicate copy of Torres’s letter to the King of Spain was found by the hydrographer,
Mr Dalrymple. The passage was now made known, and in tardy justice to the discoverer
it received the appellation of Torres’ Strait” (J. Lort Stokes, 1846, 1, p. 368). The date
1762 is taken from Flinders, but Dalrymple himself admits that as late as 1790 he had not
yet seen the document. H. N. Stevens maintains that Don Diego de Prado was really in
command on this voyage and not Torres (New Light on the Discovery of Australia, London,
1930).

There had, however, long been a suspicion that New Guinea was an island. Lord
Ambherst and Basil Thomson (Discovery of the Solomon Islands by A. de Mendafia, Hakluyt
Society, 1901) give (p. Ixxii) a map “From a chart dated 1592 in the ‘Orbis Terrarum’
of Abraham Ortelius” in which Nova Guinea is separated from Terra Australis by a wide
strait, but with the remark ““quae ansit insula, aut pars continentis Australis, incertum”.
Another map by Abraham Ortelius in Theatrum orbis terrarum, 1589 (and London, 1606)
does not add this qualification. It seems reasonable, therefore, to assume that some
navigator had discovered Torres Straits at least seventeen years before Torres passed
through them. I have a note that the strait is shown in a map of 1571.

Willem Janszoon of Amsterdam sailed in the Duifken or Duyphen from Bantam, Java,
on November 28, 1605, hoping to discover more about New Guinea. He reached the coast
of New Guinea in lat. 5° S. and followed the coast round Prince Frederick Henry Island to
the entrance of Torres Straits. Thence he steered south and traced the eastern shores of
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the Gulf of Carpentaria to lat. 13° 45’ S.; he thought it was part.of New Gumea This is the
first record of the discovery of Austraha (March 1606).

Jan Carstensz in 1623 anchored well within Endeavour Strait, but easterly Wlnds
hindered his progress and he became entangled in the shallows round Muraliig and with
fervent thanksgiving he escaped westwards.

Abel Tasman reached Torres Straits in 1644, but he mistook it for a gulf and went on to
explore the Gulf of Carpentaria.

These Dutch voyagers held the commonly believed opinion that New Guinea and
Australia formed one continent.

James Cook, coming from the east, rounded Cape York in 1770 and finally demonstrated
the validity of the discovery by Torres that New Guinea was separated from Australia.

On. August 22, 1770, Cook landed on Possession Island in Endeavour Strait with a party
of men, accompanied by Mr Banks and Dr Solander. He says: “The Eastern Coast [of
Australia] from the Lat. of 38° S. down to this place, I am confident, was never seen or
Visited by any European before us; and notwithstanding I had in the Name of his Majesty
taken possession of several places upon this Coast, I now once More hoisted English
Colours, and in the Name of His Majesty King George the Third took possession of the
whole Eastern coast from the above Lat. down to this place by the Name of New Wales,*
together with all the Bays, Harbours, Rivers, and Islands, situated upon the said Coast;
after which we fired 3 Volleys of small Arms, which were answer’d by the like number from
the Ship...”. “Before and after we Anchor’d we saw a Number of People upon this
Island, Arm’d in the same manner as all the others we have seen, Except one man, who had
a bow and a bundle of Arrows, the first we have seen upon this Coast.. .. We saw upon all

the Adjacent Lands and Islands a great number of smokes—a certain sign that they are -

inhabited—and we have daily seen smokes on every part of the Coast we have lately been
upon. Between 7 and 8 o’Clock a.m. we saw several naked people, all or most of them
Women, down upon the beach picking up Shells, ete.; they had not a single rag of any
kind of Cloathing upon them, and both these and those we saw yesterday were in every
respect the same sort of People we have seen everywhere upon the Coast. 2 or 3 of the Men
we saw Yesterday had on pretty large breast plates, which we supposed were made of
pearl Oyster Shells; this was a thing, as well as the Bow and Arrows, we had not seen
before” (Captain Cook’s Journal, ed. Capt. Wharton, 1893, pp. 311-12). Thus the first
Torres Straits islanders reported on by a European were Kauralaig, armed with bows and
“arrows and apparently with javelins, and wearing pearl-shell breast-plates. The nudity of the
women can be attributed to their close relations with Australians of Cape York peninsula.
Capt. Cook expresses his “no small satisfaction, not only because the danger and fatigues
of the Voyage was drawing near to an end, but by being able to prove that New Holland
and New Guinea are 2 separate Lands or Islands, which until this day hath been a doubtful
point with Geographers” (l.c. p. 314). In a footnote, Capt. Wharton adds, in reference to
Luis Vaez de Torres: “He afterwards passed through the Strait separating New Guinea,
from Australia, which now bears his name. This fact, however, was little known, as the
Spaniards suppressed all account of the voyage; and though it leaked out later, the report
was so vague that it was very much doubted whether he had really passed this way.
On most charts and maps of the period, New Guinea was shown joined to Australia, and
to Cook the establishment of the Strait may fairly be given”.
1 “The Admiralty copy, as well as that belonging to Her Majesty, calls it New South Wales” (fn. p. 312).
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After the mutineers of the Bounty in 1789 had forced their commander, Lieut. William
Bligh, to embark in the launch, he steered for Timor and came up inside the Great Barrier
Reef, sailed between several islands [Albany Islands] and “a high mountainous island with
a flat top [Mount Adolphus], and four [three] rocks to the S E of it, that I call the Brothers,
being on my starbeard hand. Soon after, an extensive opening appeared in the main
land, with a number of high islands in it. I called this the Bay of Islands” (Bligh, 1790,
p. 64). The following is taken from Ida Lee, 1920, p. 61: “He afterwards wrote in his
Journal: ‘I have little doubt that the opening which I have named Bay of Islands is
Endeavour Strait, and that our track was to the northward of Prince of Wales Islands’.
He continued to steer through Torres Strait where he saw several islands; the northern-
most was a mountainous island [having on it a very high round hill] (Banks Island on
which is Mount Augustus) and a smaller one ‘was remarkable for a single peaked hill’
(Mount Ernest Island). Bligh passed round Wednesday Island which he named, fell in
with a reef tothe north-west of it (North-West Reef), and passing between it and Wednesday
Island went through Prince of Wales Channel out of Torres Strait [in June 1789]. By
passing north of Prince of Wales Island, while Cook had passed south of it, Bligh opened
up a new channel” (p. 62). “A small island was now seen bearing W, at which I arrived
before dark, and found that it was only a rock, where boobies resort, for which reason I
called it Booby Island...I find that Booby Island was seen by Captain Cook, and, by a
remarkable coincidence of ideas, received from him the same name’’ (Bligh, p. 66).

Capt. E. Edwards in H.M.S. Pandora on August 25, 1791, when returmng from Tahiti
with the mutineers of the Bounty, made for Torres Straits and discovered a “reef composed
of very large stones and called it Stony-reef Island” [? Bramble cay or the Black rocks
to the southwest], later he saw an island to the west [probably Erub]. Next day he
“discovered four islands, to which the name of Murray’s Islands was given. On the top
of the largest, there was something resembling a fortification. We saw at the same time
three two-masted boats”’ (Hamilton, 1793, p. 101). The mistake of ““four islands” was due
to his not visiting them ; the “fortification’’ was probably the fissured rocks of the crater at
the top of the hill Gelam, in Mer, cf. Haddon, etc., 1894, pl. xxiii, fig. 2. One of his boats
found a passage through the Great Barrier Reef, but, before he could utilise it, the Pandora
was wrecked on August 28, and the frigate’s boats passed through Torres Straits and arrived
at Timor. He gave the name of Wolf’s Bay to a bay apparently on the north coast of
Muraliig and named Hawkesbury’s Island (l.c. p. 125). For the account of his landing on
Muraliig, see p. 65.

Capt. W. Bligh came a second time to Torres Straits in 1792 with H.M.S. Providence
and the brig Assistant commanded by Lieut. N. Portlock. The objects of his mission were
to transport the bread-fruit tree from Tahiti to the West Indies and on his way to explore
a new passage through the Straits; in both of these he was successful. As no account of
this voyage had been published, Mathew Flinders, who was a midshipman on the Providence,
gave extracts from his own journal in his Voyage (1, 1814, pp. xix—xxx), Miss Ida Lee
(Mrs C. B. Marriott), who had access to Bligh’s log-books, has given (1920) a full account
(pp. 173-200) of this memorable voyage, which laid the foundation of our present charts
of Torres Straits and gave the first account of its inhabitants. Miss Lee also gives extracts
(pp. 248-78) from Portlock’s journal, written on board the Assistant, which supplement
Bligh’s journal.

Bligh sighted “Island A”, Erub, on September 4, 1792, and subsequently named it
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Darnley Island. The next day he saw and described from a distance “Islands B and C”,
which unbeknown to him had been named the Murray Islands by Edwards in the previous
year. He discovered and named the following islands: Darnley, Nepean, Stephen, Campbell,
Dalrymple, Rennel, Marsden, Keats, Yorke islands, Warrior, Dungeness, Arden, Turtle-
backed, Long, Cap, The Brothers, Mount Cornwallis, Banks and Mount Awugustus (the
“mountainous island”; lst voyage), Cornwallis, Burke, Turnagain, Jervis, Mulgrave,
Mount Ernest (the peaked hill of the 1st voyage), Possession (now North Possession),

Tobin, Portlock, Bond, Passage and Black Rock. Apparently the only islands on which’

landing took place were Dalrymple and (North) Possession. The following keys (cays) were
named: Canoe, Clifton’s, Tobin’s, Pearce’s, Nichol’s, Watson’s, a large number of sand-
banks, shoals and coral reefs were charted. September 17: “The small Isles next to us
were without inhabitants. I therefore sent Lieutenant Guthrie with two boats to land on
the northermost to hoist our colours and to take possession of it. We named it Possession
Island” (Lee, p. 194). Flinders says Possession was taken “of all the islands seen in the
Strait, for His Britannic Majesty George III, with the ceremonies used on such occasions:
the name bestowed on the whole, was Clarence’s Archipelago” (Flinders, p. xxvii). The
observations of Bligh and Portlock on the natives are given on pp. 72, 73, and a brief
account of the unprovoked attack by the natives of Island P [Tutu] which probably for
this reason was called Warrior Island.

W. Bampton and M. B. Alt, commanders of the English merchant ships Hormuzeer and
Chesterfield, passed through Torres Straits in 1793. An abstract of Capt. Bampton’s MS,
journal is given by Flinders (Voyage, 1, pp. xxx—x1v). They sailed from Norfolk Island, saw
Mer (June 20), went to the coast of New Guinea, “The land here forms a large, unsheltered
bay...the country round the bay is described as level and open, and of an agreeable
aspect” (p. xxxii); the mouth of a considerable river was seen. On arriving at Darnley
Island (the native name of which is erroneously given as Wamvax), the natives exchanged
bows and arrows for knives, etc. His account of the natives is given on p. 185. On July 3
a boat, carrying Messrs Shaw and Carter, Capt. Hill and five seamen landed presumably
at Bikar Bay on the north-west side of the island, and Capt. Hill and four men were
murdered. Shaw and Carter were severely wounded, but with Ascott, the remaining
seaman, they got into the boat and escaped. They were without provisions and compass,
and it being impossible to reach the ships, which lay five leagues to windward, they bore
away to the west through the Straits and on the tenth day they reached Timor. Their
companions on the ships had no knowledge of what had taken place, and on July 7 two
boats were sent to look for them, they went round the island and saw a great concourse
of natives armed with bows and arrows, clubs and lances. On July 10 an armed party
of forty-four men under Mr Dell landed on the island. ““After hoisting the union jack,
and taking possession of this, and the neighbouring islands and coasts of New Guinea, in
the name of His Majesty™” (p. xxxv), they found several things which had belonged to
Capt. Hill, Mr Carter and Mr Shaw, etc., “so that no doubt was entertained of their having
been murdered. In the evening the party arrived from having made the tour of the
island, having burnt and destroyed 135 huts, 16 canoes, measuring from 50 to 70 feet in
length ; and various plantations of sugar cane”. The natives had retired to the hills in the
centre. The bay was named “Treacherous Bay”.

[S. McFarlane says (1888, p. 29) he heard from the natives the following account of
what may refer to this episode or possibly to a later similar one: “The captain sent in two
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boats to get water at the only place on the island where there is water throughout the year.
I have known the people there to be eight months without rain, and all the wells on the
island dry, except this pool in Treachery Bay. The natives did not object to their filling
the casks, because there was plenty of water for all; but having filled them and towed
them off to the ship, a number of the sailors returned with a bundle of dirty clothes and a
bar of soap, and began washing and bathing in the only drinking water the natives had.
The natives very naturally objected; but the sailors, thinking themselves masters of the
situation on account of their revolvers, persisted, and the consequence was, as stated in
the sailing instructions, every one of that boat’s crew was murdered. Of course many
of the natives were killed, some during the affray and others by the revenge party sent
on shore by the captain immediately afterwards, who did all the mischief they could, both
to the people and their houses and plantations, besides taking away & number of girls as
prisoners”’. Dumont d’Urville (1x, p. 217) says: “I knew that a short time previously
[this was written in 1840] the savages who inhabit this little islet had attacked the boat of
& trading vessel and killed the captain and some sailors”. It is not clear whether this
refers to Bampton and Alt or to some later occurrence, if the latter it may be that alluded
to by McFarlane.]

An armed party was sent ashore on Stephen’s Island to obtain intelligence about the
lost whale boat. The natives were in hostile array on the hills and sounded conches, “but
after lancing a few arrows they fled””. Several were wounded by the shots fired in return
and the huts were burned. The island was traversed all over, the people having fled in a
canoe (Flinders, 1, p. xxxviii).

Campbell’s Island was visited, on which there were no ‘“plantations, cocoa-nut trees or
fixed inhabitants”’. Bristow Island close to New Guinea was discovered and named.

Although Mr Dell, acting under Capt. Bampton, took possession on July 10, 1793, of
Erub and the neighbouring islands and coast of New Guinea, it was not till April 4, 1883,
that the region of New Guinea east of the 141st Meridian was officially annexed to the
Empire by Henry Marjoribanks Chester (a police magistrate in the service of the Queens-
land Government) at the order of Sir T. McIlwraith. But the British Government dis-
avowed the annexation.

Mathew Flinders, who served under Bligh and Portlock in 1792, revisited the Murray
Islands on October 29, 1802, as Captain of H.M.S. Investigator. He says that forty or
fifty Indians came off in three canoes holding up coconuts, joints of bamboo filled with
water, plantains, bows and arrows and vociferating fooree! tooree! and mammoosee!
There was a lively barter and quite friendly relations. He describes them as of a dark
chocolate colour, active muscular men of about the middle size, and their “countenances
expressive of a quick apprehension”. They were quite naked, but some wore “ornaments
of shell work and of plaited hair or fibres of bark, about their waists, necks, and ancles”
(vol. 11, p. 110). His account of the canoes is reproduced in 1v, p. 212; apparently he did
not land on the islands.

He visited Half-way Island, which he describes ““as scarcely more than a mile in cir-
cumference but it appears to be increasing both in elevation and extent. The island is
little better than a bank of sand, upon a basis of coral rock ; Yet it was covered with shrubs
and trees so thickly, that in many places they were impenetrable. The north-western part
is entirely sand, but there grew upon it numbers of pandanus trees and around many of
them was placed a circle of shells of the chama gigas, long slips of bark are tied round the
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smooth stems of the pandanus, and the loose ends are led into the shells of the cockle
placed underneath. By these slips the rain which runs down the branches and stem of the
tree is conducted into the shells, and fills them at every considerable shower; and as each
shell will contain two or three pints forty or fifty of them placed under different trees will
supply a good number of men”’’ (Flinders, 11, pp. 112-15).

Capt. P. P. King in July 1819 came from the south through Torres Straits crossing north ’

of Wednesday Island, but he did not land and does not say anything about the natives. In
July 1821 he passed the same way, which he recommends as the best route (King, 1827,
vol. 1).

Dr T. B. Wilson, Surgeon R.N., says: “On the 25th of June, 1822 I sailed from Sydney
in the ship Richmond, in company with the Mary Anne and Almorah, On the 11th of July,
the three ships passed through the Great Barrier reef in safety, and anchored off Murray’s
Island’ (Wilson, 1835, Appendix, p. 306). His account of the natives is copied on pp. 95, 96.
He continues: “We got under weigh, and proceeded on our voyage, passing safely through
Torres Straits, when the ships parted company. In a few days afterwards, the ship Rich-
mond, in which I was a passenger, was totally lost on a coral reef, in the Java sea, and all
the curiosities I had collected at Murray’s Island were left to the Malays, whose proas were
approaching the wreck in great numbers” (p. 314).

Dr Wilson sailed under Capt. Young of the Governor Ready in 1829: he writes: “ Imagining
we could reach Half-way Island long before sun-set, we did not stop at Murray’s Island;
greatly to the disappointment of the natives, many of whom were seen running along the
beach, and inviting us, by every means in their power to stay. I regret, individually, that
I had not an opportunity of renewing an acquaintance formed with several of these
interesting islanders some years ago” (p. 11). The vessel was wrecked near Half-way Island
and the crew in three boats proceeded westwards to Timor. The next night was spent on
one of an unknown group of islands south of Badu, which they named Duncan’s Isles
(p. 33).

Various voyages through the Straits from 1791 to 1825 are mentioned by James Hors-
burgh, India Directory, etc. 1m, 3rd ed. 1827, pp. 578-86, but nothing new is recorded.

“A naval officer”” [Rutherford] visited Mer in June 1833. An abstract of his account
of the natives is given on pp. 96, 97.

The Charles Eaton sailed from Sydney for Canton on July 29, 1834. The passengers were
Capt. D’Oyly of the Bengal Artillery, his wife and their two children, George (seven years
of age) and William (two years old), their Bengali nurse, and Mr Armstrong. The ship’s
company consisted of Capt. Moore, Mr Clare, chief mate, Mr Grant, the surgeon, and
twenty-three others including two cabin boys, John Sexton and John Ireland. On
August 15, owing to bad weather, the ship struck on a reef near the entrance to Torres
Straits. The captain declared the vessel was totally lost and ordered the long boat, the
two cutters and a dandy to be got ready and provisioned, with a view of getting to Timor.

One cutter was swamped, the other was provisioned and provided with arms, etc.—this
was seized by five seamen who made off, abandoning the others. They reached Timor
Lau_t in about fifteen days, where they had to remain for more than thirteen months. On
October 7, 1835, they got to Amboina and reached England in June, 1836. The account
they gave of themselves proved to be quite unreliable. The subsequent fate of those left
on the Charles Haton is given on pp. 84-86; only William D’Oyly and John Ireland
ultimately survived.
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Capt. Owen Stanley gives (in Stokes, 1846, 1, pp. 440-2) an account of his cruise in
March 1839 to Timor Laut and other islands; at the first he obtained information about
the five seamen who went thither. He also gives a graphic account of the story obtained
from Ireland by Capt. P. P. King which was published in Sydney in 1837. This was also
partly reproduced in The Nautical Magazine, vi, 1837, pp. 654 ff. Stanley says (p. 448)
that Boydan island “is probably that on the chart called No. 1 to the eastward of Hannibal
Island” [about lat. 11° 30" 8.], but Stokes (p. 361) concludes “that No. 4 of the group
[S. of Cairncross] is Boydan island, a name given by the Murray islanders to the spot” of
the massacre. See also Brockett, 1836.

The loss of the Charles Eaton and the uncertainty as to the fate of the crew and passengers
caused great excitement in Australia and England. Mr Bayley, brother of Mrs D’Oyly,
besought the Admiralty to send out a frigate to rescue the survivors, if any. Capt. Wiseman
of the Augustus Caesar (which had sailed in company with the Charles Eaton, but was
obliged to separate on account of the gale in Torres Straits) had on August 31, 1834,
picked up wreckage from the Charles Haton on the south side of Double Island [Nalgi];
he gave evidence before the Lord Mayor of London and stated that, “as Torres Straits
is now frequented by a number of valuable British Ships on their way from Australia
to India and the Isle of France, a correct survey of the several channels, and in particular
of places of safe anchorage, is much wanted, and a few beacons might be placed on
the reefs at no great expense”. In a communication addressed by Sir George Grey to
Mr Bayley [in January 1835] it was stated “that one of his majesty’s ships is about to be
despatched to that quarter for this object”’.* Despatches were sent to Sir Richard Bourke,
Governor of New South Wales, by Lord Glenleg to adopt measures to ascertain the fate of
the shipwrecked persons and for rescuing them. Similar instructions were despatched to
Rear-Admiral Capel, Commander-in-Chief on the East India station, who ordered one of
his squadron to proceed to Torres Straits. Meanwhile, in an article in the Canton Register
of February 16, 1836, Capt. W. Carr of the Mangles stated that he arrived at Murray’s
Island on September 18, 1835. On one of the canoes was a white person, quite naked like
the savages; from inquiry, it was “found that he was an Englishman wrecked some ten
months since in the Charles Eaton and wished very much to come on board, but the natives
would not allow him”. Later they tried to induce him to come on board but he refused.
Capt. Carr made another attempt but failed, “they brought a little European boy down
close to the beach but would not allow me to touch him ”’.2 The Bombay Government sent
the East India Company’s brig of war, the T'igris, in March 1836 to Torres Straits, but on
arriving at Sydney it was found that his Excellency, Sir Richard Bourke, had sent the
Colonial schooner Isabella by orders of the Home Department eight days previously. The
Tigris was delayed at Sydney for repairs, and arrived at Murray’s Island on July 29, 1836,
where the commander was given a letter left there by Capt. Charles M. Lewis, of H.M

Schooner Isabella, and dated June 26, 1836, in which he says he found only two survivors
of the Charles Eaton, John Ireland and William D’Oyly. “The father and mother, and the
whole of the passengers with the whole of the crew, were all murdered by the savages on
the island, which the natives call Boydang; consequently those are the only two living,

1 Wemyss, 1837, p. 15.

2 In The Nautical Magazine, 1837, p. 660, it is stated: “Ireland’s account [which is given] of the
visit of the Mangles is so different from what Captain Carr describes that the discrepancy must be
received with much caution”. See also Stokes, 1, 1846, footnote, p. 444.

HTSI 2
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whom I purchased from the natives for axes. These survivors have been well treated on
this island [Mer]; indeed these people saved and resaved [rescued] them from the savages
of Boydang, an island to the westward, which it is also my object to visit, although I am
rather at a loss which it is, owing to the circumstance that there is no native name on
the charts to any of the isles within the straits. The natives of this place I consider very
harmless, but great thieves, and also very much afraid of a gun, or small arms” (T'he
Nautical Magazine, 1837, p. 110). He buried a memorandum in Half-way Island on July 28
in which he gave further particulars; he adds: ““ After searching all over the straits for this
mysterious island [* Aureed’], I at last found it, and saw no inhabitants there, having left
the previous night, when the ship hove in sight of their isle. I, however, found the skulls
of the unfortunate people on the middle of the island, covered with a kind of shed, and
arranged near a place where they generally feasted on the dead. These heads of different
people were placed round like the figure of a man [the head-like figure of a man], and
painted with ochre. I observed long sandy hair on one of the skulls, also great marks of
violence on them all. Having satisfied myself of the truth of this detail, I set the whole of
the house [houses] on fire, and also destroyed every cocoa-nut tree in the place, which
those savages generally exist on. I at the same time conveyed the skulls on board, and
destroyed the skull-house” (T'he Nautical Magazine, p. 111). Wemyss (pp. 27-9) gives a
copy of the letter and memorandum which differs in a few verbal points from the pre-
ceding, the more important ones I have inserted within [ ]. The 7T'tgris met the Isabella
at Double Island and the surgeon of the T'igris pronounced fourteen of the forty skulls to
be European. Further information about Aurid and the mask will be found in the section
on Aurid, pp. 88-90.

The following is taken from The Nautical Magazine, 1837, pp. 654 ff., which, as previously
stated, is taken from King, 1837.

On June 3, 1836, the Isabella, under the command of Mr C. M. Lewis, left Sydney and
arrived at Mer on June 19. The natives showed ““signals of peace by extending their arms”.
On approaching in canoes ‘they began to make signs of friendship by rubbing the hand
over the abdomen, and calling out in loud voices ‘poud, poud’....Their object was to
trade; and for that purpose they had brought tortoise-shell, cocoa-nuts, and other trifles;
which as they approached the ship, they held up, calling out ‘tooree’ and ‘toolick’,
meaning iron tools, such as knives and axes”. After careful negotiation Ireland was handed
over and Duppar suitably rewarded. With difficulty, but quite amicably, William was
rescued on the 20th. Duppar and Oby spent the night on board and made Mr Lewis
promise to land next day. On landing he “was immediately surrounded by upwards of
one hundred Indians, who expressed great delight at the meeting, by hugging and caressing
him, and shaking hands”. At first the women were frightened but soon they gained
confidence and were given presents. Mr Lewis visited Dauer and Waier. The observations
on Waier are given on p. 99. On the 22nd they tried to get water from a well on the S.S.W.
end of the island [Mer], but there was very little and that unfit for use. Whilst filling the
cask of water, one of the Indians, *“an ugly fellow, without a nose or mouth (these necessary
appendages having been eaten away by a cancerous complaint which appears to be very
prevalent amongst them), took the opportunity of stealing a cask”’—which was recovered.
He refers to the collection of water in the valves of the “chama gigas® under trees. Lewis

left Mer on June 26 (or 27) having previously given to the natives some letters addressed
to “The Master of the Vessel off the Island’’.
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On their way to Erub they were detained between the reefs by a gale which lasted seven
days. On July 5 they anchored in Treacherous Bay, Erub; the account of the islanders
by Mr Lewis is given on p. 185. The Isabella passed by Nepean (Attagore) and Stephen
(Hoogar) Islands. No natives were observed on Campbell Island (Jarmuth) [Lewis calls
it Japcar =Damut], -but a few fenced-in huts were seen: other islands were seen, and they
visited Marsden Island (Sirreb according to Ireland, but Lewis calls it Ouean); finding no
inhabitants or dwellings there, ““they pulled over to Keat’s Island, which is formed by two
islets, the northernmost called Massied or Massieb and the southernmost, Cuderal, sur-
rounded and connected by a reef. . .Massied. . .had many cocoa-nuts on it; and, according
to Ireland, is always inhabited; they cultivate cocoa-nuts and the banana, and there is a
spring of water in the centre of the island....These Indians are of the same character as
those of Murray and Darnley Islands, and speak the same language. . ..They denied having
them [the skulls] in their possession. . .that all the white men had been murdered, and that
some of the skulls had been sent to New Guinea.. ..These islanders told them that their
principal food was cocoa-nuts and yams, and that they were frequently robbed of them
by the Indians of other islands” (N.M. p. 801). Mr Lewis named Keats, Marsden,
Arden and other islands, Sir Richard Bourke’s Group. On July 25 they reached Aurid;
I have copied the account of the visit on p. 89. They visited other islands, and on their
way westwards they met the T'igris commanded by Capt. Igglesdon, who informed Mr
Lewis that “he had received the letter, which had been left with Duppar at Murray Island,
and had also found the one that had been buried at Half-way Island....The surgeon of
the Tigris visited the Isabella...and examined the skulls; seventeen of which he wax
satisfied were the heads of Europeans” [they visited Wednesday Island (p. 66) and left
the Straits] (N.M. pp. 800-4). “The fate of George D’Oyly and Sexton is still in some
remote degree uncertain’ (N.M. p. 806). One account says that George lived for about
three months and was then killed.

I have dealt at considerable length with the fate of the survivors of the wreck of the
Charles Eaton, as the original sources give us the most detailed account we have of thoso
occurrences which justified the bad repute in which the Torres Straits islanders were then
held by navigators, and also as it illustrates the kind of life led by the Central islanders.
For the custom of killing shipwrecked persons, see p. 196 and v, p. 279. On the other hand
we have very little information about the treatment of the natives by white men and
South Sea islanders who traversed the Straits about this time. The discrepancies in the
various accounts show how difficult it is to obtain a reliable account from witnesses of the
same happenings. There can be little doubt that this tragedy led to a more accurate survey
of Torres Straits and ultimately to the establishment of a Government Station to control
affairs. A settlement at Cape York was advocated in 1848 by Adam Bogue, as even at that
time thirty-two vessels from Sydney passed through Torres Straits in one year (Simmonds,
Colonial Magazine, X1v, 1848, p. 314), but this was not done till 1862, by which time
fifty to eighty vessels passed through from the south.

In 1835 Capt. Hobson of H.M.S. Raitlesnake erected a flagstaff on Booby Island and
placed in a box, labelled “Post Office”, printed forms on which ships were to give in-
formation. Ships which touched here were in the habit of leaving letters for transmission
by any vessel proceeding in the required directions (Stokes, 1, p. 371).

In July 1839 J. Lort Stokes in H.M.S. Beagle did some surveying in Endeavour Strait,
but he does not say anything about the natives.

2-2
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Dumont d’Urville arrived at Erub on May 31, 1840, and sent a boat with the naturalists
on board to see what they could. I have given their few observations on p. 186. They
went westwards and got entangled on June 1 in a narrow passage in the Warrior reef, and
very violent rain squalls rendered their condition still more precarious. After great
difficulties and danger the two ships were floated off on June 4 and then spent some days
in surveying the passage, which in our charts is named “ Canal mauvais”, and on the 9th

they sailed away and finally quitted the straits by Bligh’s Channel without having inter- .

course with the natives or landing anywhere except on Erub and Tutu..

The Narrative of the Surveying Voyage of H.M.S. Fly commanded by Captain F. P.
Blackwood, R.N. 1842-46 (1847) was written by J. Beete Jukes, the naturalist to the
expedition.! This accomplished geologist made many interesting observations on the
natives, more particularly on those of the Eastern islands. The following are the islands
concerning which he gives any information in vol, 1: Muralug (pp. 148-50), Nagir (p. 155),
Yam (pp. 155-7), Umaga (pp. 158-60), Damut (pp. 160-6), Kodal (p. 166), Masig (pp.
167-9), Erub (pp. 169-94, 209-12, 24461, 292-4), Mer (pp. 195-206). Prof. Jukes was the
first to give a general account of the physical geography, geology, flora and fauna of the
region. His descriptions are characterised by his accustomed clearness and accuracy. The
geniality of his character was such that he was remembered in Erub and Mer in 1888, and
it was not forgotten in Erub that he had changed names with a young native named
Dudegab, for when I mentioned Jukes’ name, that incident was immediately related to me
and the old anchorage of the Fly was pointed out. All the information he gives concerning
the islands and the islanders has been copied in the appropriate places in these Reports.
The beautiful plates which illustrate these volumes were drawn and engraved by H. S.
Melville and are noteworthy for their accuracy.

The Narrative of the Voyage of H.M.S. Rattlesnake commanded by the late Capiain Owen
Stanley, R.N., F.R.S., 1846-50, etc. (1852) was written by the distinguished naturalist
John Macgillivray, whose observations supplemented those made by Jukes. The voyage
was also memorable from the fact that Huxley was the assistant surgeon on board, and
several of the plates and illustrations in the book were drawn by him.

Macgillivray, who also sailed in the Fly, gave the first general account of the Western
islanders, largely based on the information given to him by Mrs Barbara Thomson, who
was residing in a cutter with her husband when they were wrecked on a reef on the “ Eastern
Prince of Wales Island”’, about four and a half years previous to the arrival of the Rattle-
snake. She was rescued by a party of natives of Muraliig, the “ Western Prince of Wales
Island”’, who were on a turtling expedition, one of whom, Boroto, took possession of her.
She was well treated by all the men, though at first the women were jealous of her. One
of the principal men, Piaquai, “acting upon the belief (universal throughout Australia
and the Islands of Torres Strait so far as hitherto known) that white people are the ghosts
of the aborigines”, recognised in her a long-lost daughter of the name of Gi(a)om, and she
was immediately acknowledged by the whole tribe as one of themselves. Although twenty

* In Appendix No. 1 Jukes prints the Orders under which Capt. Blackwood sailed; among these
we read: ‘‘Some books with which you have been supplied record the treacherous conduect of the natives
of the small islands in Torres Strait....You will endeavour to preserve an amicable intercourse with
them at all times. You should appesr to forget their former crimes, and to caution your people against
giving them any offence. When purchases are made, an officer should be present to prevent any mis-

understanding; and_ you are _to impress on the minds of all under your command, the mischievous
consequences of exciting the jealousy of the men, by taking any liberties with the fomales” (xx, p. 260).
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to thirty or more ships passed by every year, she had no opportunity of escaping. She
managed to reach the Raitlesnake on October 16, 1849. “Gi’om was evidently a great
favourite with the blacks” (1, pp. 301-6). :

Macgillivray (m, pp. 2 ff.) was the first traveller to record the major groupings of the
islanders [which independently I confirmed and extended in 1888; v, p. 2]. He gives an
account of the Kauralaig (pp. 2-32), of Nagir (pp. 34-40), Waraber (pp. 40-2), Arden
Island (p. 42) and Erub (pp. 44-9). All the information he gives concerning the islanders
has been copied in the appropriate places in these Reports.

The London Missionary Society, as will be described later, began its operations in 1871,

Capt. John Moresby in H.M.S. Basilisk early in 1873 made surveys in the western part
of the straits. His notes on Tutu in February 1871 (pp. 28-33); and on Mabuiag (p. 131),
Dauvan (p. 132), Saibai (pp. 133, 134) and Erub (pp. 136, 137) early in 1873 are copied in
their appropriate places. On p. 129, he says: “By a late act of Government all islands
lying within 60 miles of the shores of Queensland had been declared British Possessions ™.

H.M.S. Challenger passed through Endeavour Strait early in September 1874, The few
observations by H. N. Moseley on Wednesday Island are copied on p. 66.

D’Albertis traversed the Straits in 1875, 1876 and 1877 on his journey to and from
New Guinea. He gives an account of the animals he collected on various islands; his
ethnographical remarks are quoted in their appropriate places in these Reports.

Baron N. de Miklouho-Maclay during a short visit in 1880 was the first to record the
manual compressing of the heads of infants in Mabuiag (1v, pp. 7-9).

Dr O. Finsch, who explored so much of the northern coast of New Guinea, paid a visit
to Torres Straits in 1882, but did not find much there to interest him as a collector.

The ethnographical results of my expedition in 1888-89 and of the Cambridge Anthro-
pological Expedition in 1898 are fully recorded in these Reports.

In 1913 the expedition of the Department of Marine Biology of the Carnegie Institution
of Washington under the leadership of Dr A. G. Mayer paid a visit to Torres Straits and
practically confined their attention to the Murray Islands (Mayer, 1914, p. 209).

The Great Barrier Reef Expedition under the leadership of Dr C. M. Yonge also visited
Torres Straits, where many interesting observations were made (Yonge, 1930, pp. 159-99).

THE PEARL-SHELLING INDUSTRY

Mr John Jardine, Police Magistrate of Rockhampton, Queensland, was appointed the
Government Resident in Torres Straits, and he established a small settlement on Albany
Island in 1862, but transferred it to Somerset on the opposite mainland on August 1, 1864;
this was never a port of any importance but merely a harbour of refuge, though an insecure
one owing to the extraordinary strong tides. The rapidly growing pearling industry also
made use of Somerset as a headquarters, but it was too far from the pearling grounds, so
it was decided in 1875 to transfer the settlement to Thursday Island, where the Govern-
ment buildings of the present town of Port Kennedy were begun in 1876, and in 1877
Mr Chester moved from Somerset to the new Residency. Three years later the Queensland
Coast Islands Act was passed, by which the whole of the Torres Straits islands—hitherto
nominally independent and greatly abused in consequence by the early pearlers—were
annexed to the State of Queensland.

In my Head-hunters (1901, pp. 1-4) I referred briefly to the conditions in Thursday
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Island as I saw them in 1888 and 1898; the account given by Yonge (1930, p. 163) shows
what great improvements have since ta,ken place. He also gives a good a.ccount of the
history of the pearl-shelling industry and the method of fishing.

Voyagers had often referred to the use made by the islanders of pearl-shell for their
ornaments, but it was not till 1868 that Capt. Banner began fishing for pearl-shell on the
Warrior reefs. He employed natives to wade for the shells in shallow water and later to
dive for them a little farther out. The news of the rich pearl fisheries spread rapidly and

numerous vessels arrived from Australia to exploit this new source of wealth. At first

only comparatively shallow waters were fished and diving in depths of from 40 to 50 ft.
was done by naked divers, who usually were South Sea islanders. Not till 1874 did the
need for work in deeper waters lead to the introduction of diving dresses. As Yonge says:
“Pearling was a wild business in those days, and the shellers were usually quite un-
scrupulous about their methods, so long as sufficient shell was obtained. The islands were
not yet annexed to Queensland, and there was thus no means of controlling the industry,
and the islanders in consequence frequently suffered rough handling. The master of one
of the pearling vessels habitually compelled natives to dive for shell at the point of the
revolver. Fights with the islanders, some of whom managed to procure arms and am-
munition, became frequent. The demand for labour led finally to such ruthless exploitation
of the islanders that in 1872 the Imperial Pacific Islanders Protection Act, more popularly
known as the Kidnappers Act, was passed. This Act forbade any British ship, unless licensed
for the purpose, to carry native labourers from any of the Pacific islands not in Her
Majesty’s Dominions or in the possession of any other civilised Power.. . .After several
vessels had been condemned and sold, conditions greatly improved, though no provision

was made about the pay and conditions of work of the labourers employed””. How neces- _

sary this Act was is pointed out by Capt. Moresby (1876, p. 24), who visited the Straits in
1871 and 1873. In 1881 a Pearl-Shell and Béche-de-Mer Fishery Act was passed regulating
the engagement and employment of natives. “The passing of these Acts and the presence
of a Government Resident at Thursday Island who had authority to enforce them checked
the lawlessness which had become synonymous with pearling, and the industry gradually
settled down into what it has now become—an orderly collection from the bed of the sea
of an important raw material of commerce” (pp. 165-7).

As an indication of the lucrative nature of this industry it may be noted that the export
of pearl-shell was valued at £25,000 in 1871, at £30,000 in 1874, more than £110,000 in
1878, £130,000 in 1899. During the War the pearling was completely at a standstill, but in
1928 the value of pearl-shell exported from Thursday Island was £167,916.

Capt. J. Moresby, in H.M.S. Basilisk, in February 1871 fixed the position of dangerous
sunken rocks and reefs on account of increasing traffic in Torres Straits. He says (1876,
p. 14): “I had been informed that illegal acts were being perpetrated at the pearl-shelling
and béche-de-mer stations, on islands which had never as yet been visited by a man-of-war;
that the imported native divers were detained there beyond their stipulated period of
service, and so ill fed as to be driven to make raids on the supplies of the native inhabitants
—a situation calculated to provoke all sorts of evils””. It would seem that the béche-de-mer
fishers were the chief offenders, as, on p. 25, Moresby says the natives of Torres Straits
have been taught to know the value of friendly intercourse by the politic behaviour of
the pearl-shellers.
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THE BECHE-DE-MER AND TROCHUS FISHERIES

The béche-de-mer fishery was started long before the beginning of the pearl-shelling
industry and it developed steadily for many years but has now dwindled into insignificance
in the Straits. The béches-de-mer (bich-la-mar or “fish”’ in popular jargon) or trepang are
various species of large Holothuria or sea-cucumbers, commonly termed sea-slugs; some
kinds measure a foot in length and two inches in diameter. For two hundred years and
more there has been a flourishing trepang fishery in Indonesia, the smoke-dried creatures
were sold to the Chinese. Flinders in 1803 met a large fleet of Malay vessels engaged in
this fishery off Arnhem land, North Australia, and perhaps some fishing was done in Torres
Straits. On p. 62 I give what appears to be the first record of a vessel in search of béche-
de-mer and “tortoise-shell”” arriving at the Torres Straits islands from Sydney; this was

.in 1846 (see Yonge, p. 211, who gives an account of this industry; Saville Kent’s The

Great Barrier Reef of Australia, 1893, may also be consulted).

The Rev. W. H. MacFarlane informs me that the Torres Straits islanders agree in
stating that the Chinese who came in their junks seeking trepang and working for lengthy
periods among the Western islands were “proper good men” and gave them no trouble.
This is in marked contrast with the behaviour of men of other nationalities, as for example
that recorded in vi, pp. 190, 191. I have not come across any other reference to Chinese
coming to Torres Straits, perhaps these fishermen were ““Malays™.

Yonge (p. 212) says: “The Trochus [7rochus niloticus] industry grew up largely as a
result of the War, and is now second only in importance and value to that of pearl shell.. ..
During the War diving for pearl shell was stopped. This fact enabled the collection of
Trochus—the value of which had been discovered some years previously—to develop
into the present important industry”. The shell is exported to Japan. The Trochus and
béche-de-mer fisheries are mainly carried on southwards for a considerable distance along
the Great Barrier Reef, but the islanders still earn considerable sums of money by col-
lecting Trochus in the Torres Straits.

MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE

In 1870 the Rev. 8. McFarlane, LL.D., paid a short visit to Torres Straits, he being the
first missionary to do so. He and the Rev. A. W. Murray of the London Missionary
Society began their memorable pioneer work in Torres Straits in 1871, The Rev. W.
Wyatt Gill, LL.D., brought a number of South Sea teachers there in 1872 and spent about
three months in the region. Mr Murray stayed there about two years; McFarlane returned
to the Straits in 1874 and remained for sixteen years. The ethnographical data recorded by
these and subsequent missionaries are duly mentioned in their appropriate places.
Towards the end of this period of service (about 1880) the energetic McFarlane founded
The Papuan Institute “to  meet the peculiar wants of this mission; »iz. to assemble
promising young men and boys from different points of the mission, speaking different
languages, at a central station ; and there, removed from their evil surroundings and family
influences teach them, making the English language and an industrial school prominent
features in the course of their instruction” (1888, p. 81). It consisted of an industrial
school and a teachers’ seminary. For the industrial school department he secured the
services of Mr Robert Bruce, a yacht-builder from Glasgow. Among other buildings a
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well-equipped workshop was erected. An old sailing boat was re-conditioned and a yacht,
The Mary, of about 20 tons burden, was built, all the wood being cut and worked on the
island by native labour. This was a most creditable performance and the idea of technical
instruction was a sound one, but on the retirement of McFarlane in 1887 it languished,
and was non-existent in 1888. By 1885 fourteen students had passed through the seminary
and had been-appointed to stations in New Guinea and in the islands.

After the retirement of Dr McFarlane the Western and Central islands were left in charge
of South Sea teachers who were occasionally supervised by white missionaries. The Rev.
Harry Scott arrived in Mer in 1883 and collaborated with Dr McFarlane: three years

later he left Mer and went to Erub, but retired in 1886 on account of ill-health shortly '

after the death of his wife. In 1887 the Rev. A. E. Hunt and his wife went to live on Mer
and with them resided the Rev. E. B. Savage, who had charge of the Fly river district.
The Hunts went to Port Moresby in 1896 and for many years there were no white mis-
sionaries resident in the FEastern islands.

The year following the murder of James Chalmers at Goaribari in 1901, the Rev. E.
Baxter Riley was put in charge of the Fly River Mission, and made his headquarters at
Daru. Every boy under his care received instruction in building, mechanical engineering,
farming, ete. I can testify to the broad and solid foundation on which he based the
education of the boys and girls and to the affection which he and Mrs Riley received from
them. His book, Among Papuan Headhunters (1925), is a valuable contribution to ethno-
graphy of the Kiwai-speaking Papuans and incidentally of the Torres Straits, despite the
fact that the publishers drastically abbreviated his original manuseript. He died in Sydney
on August 30, 1929; of. Man, 1929, No. 159.

The following self-illuminating extracts are taken from Round about the Torres Straits
by the Rt. Rev. Gilbert White, Bishop of Carpentaria (1900-15), 1917,

“The London Missionary Society began work among these people nearly forty years
ago....They did not perhaps teach all'that we, as Churchmen, should have liked them to
teach, but they taught a great deal and taught it well and thoroughly. The people gradually
changed. . .the great mass of the people not only became Christian in name, but also to a
very large extent in practice. Their morality will compare not unfavourably with that of
their white neighbours, their liberality and care for their Church is at least as great, and
their observance of Sunday much more strict. So far as I am able to judge, the London
Missionary Society succeeded in teaching the people that Christianity meant a certain
way of life.... When I came to Thursday Island as Bishop in 1900, I confess to casting
very covetous eyes on the Torres Straits Islands....I felt, however, that as the London
Missionary Society was first in the field and doing good work, I ought not to interfere with
them in any way....In 1908, in response to a request from the Government Resident, and
after full explanations to the London Missionary Society, we commenced work on Moa
Island. The settlers there were not Torres Straits Islanders, but South Sea men, who had
for various reasons been exempted when the rest were deported a few years before. They
were mostly members of our own Church and the London Missionary Society had not done
‘any work among them....Deaconess Buchanan who had for more than 10 years worked
at Thursday Island went to Moa in Jany. 1908 and for three years lived quite alone at
Moa without another white man or woman on the island.” She was succeeded by a
layman, Mr Cole and his wife. ‘It was not until 1914 and just before the outbreak of war,
that the Church reaped the reward of its patience and self-restraint with regard to the
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Torres Straits Islands. Without any action or suggestion on our part, the London Mis-
sionary Society wrote entirely on their own accord, to say that they were no. longer able,
for financial reasons, to carry on the work properly in the Torres Straits in addition to their
work in New Guinea, and asking whether the Church of England would take the work
over, offering at the same time to hand over all the land and buildings without asking
for any kind of compensation....In April 1915 I went round the Islands in the Gooduxll,
kindly lent to us by her captain, Rev. F. Walker, late of the London Missionary Society,
whose desire to assist us and knowledge of the natives were of incalculable value to us.. ..
Old heathen customs and traditions still persist on Murray, which is the most isolated of
all the islands. I was shown the place where the north-west monsoon is manufactured,
and when the Government school-teacher first introduced a rain gauge, there was nearly
a riot, as the people were convinced that it was intended to prevent the rain from falling.. . .
ANl of us [were] deeply impressed by the frankness and kindness with which we had been
received and by the magnificent opportunity offered to the Church among these islanders,
a strong and intelligent race, over 2000 in number, and rapidly increasing in population.”
Two missionary priests were appointed, the Rev. J. Done and the Rev. G. A, Luscombe,
and later the Rev. W. H. MacFarlane. The last, who resides on Erub, is greatly interested
in the natives and has most kindly sent me information of vastly more bulk and value
than that which all the other missionaries put together have recorded; this important
material is recorded in this volume.

It must never be forgotten that the very real hardships and dangers incidental to the
pioneer work of the early missionaries and the Christianising and careful training of the
natives were accomplished well before the London Missionary Society handed over the
Mission to the Australian Board of Missions. The result was that instead of being con-
gregationalists whose public and domestic piety greatly impressed me, the natives sud-
denly became Anglicans and speedily were interested in the new ritual and vestments;
doubtless they will benefit materially by the increased superintendance by white mis-
sionaries. John Bruce, writing to me on November 10, 1915, says that in the previous
April two of the Anglican clergy visited Mer ““and took over the church and the people
to their fold and the latter went over without a murmur and at once began to follow the
form of the English Church Service, so different from the simple services that they had
been used to”’. : _

The Papuan Industries, Limited, was inaugurated in 1904 by the enthusiasm of the
late Rev. F. W. Walker, who had resigned from the London Missionary Society the
previous year in order to devote himself to this enterprise. The avowed two main objects
of the Company were: ““(1) To create a social environment for the natives of New Guinea
favourable to the development of a robust Christian character. (2) To enable the native
Christians to become independent and the Mission self-supporting.”

The first steps taken were to assist the natives of some of the Western islands of Torres
Straits and of the adjacent regions of New Guinea to better their conditions by the planting
of coconut palms for the production of copra and the growing of other useful crops on their
own land,

The Company erected a large store, dwelling-houses and workshops on Badu to serve
as its headquarters. Another large store was furnished on Daru. Plantations of coconuts
and other produce were made on Badu and extensive ones at Dirimu about 15 miles up
the Binaturi and at Madiri about 40 miles up on the right bank of the estuary of the Fly,

HTSI 3
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where rubber was also grown later. Members of the staff, most of whom were married men,
resided in these spots and by their example instructed the natives in approved methods of
cultivation and gave them medical help and religious instruction.

The excellent store at Badu was largely frequented by the Western islanders, who,
ultimately, were required by the Protector of Aborigines to deal there in order that they
should not succumb to the temptations of Thursday Island. The natives sold to the
Company pearl-shell, trochus, and turtle-shell, the profits on which were regulated by the
Government, and a percentage was retained by the Government for the future benefit of
the natives. Thus the natives obtained good fixed payment for all their sales to the
Company and could purchase reliable goods at the store without being imposed upon.

The Company has also assisted many natives to procure boats, and in most cases these
boats were duly paid for by the profits of shell-fishing.

The Company was essentially a philanthropic one, it limited all interest on capital to
5 per cent., but owing to various causes, and especially to the War and to the slump in
rubber and the low price paid for copra, this modest dividend has never been paid, and
the Company, instead of being able to extend its usefulness, was obliged to reduce its
activities.

Visitors, of whom Dr Yonge is one, have often expressed their admiration of the scheme
and of the way it. has been carried out, and there can be little doubt that the devoted
labours of the staff of the Company have done a great deal for many of the islanders to
enable them to adjust themselves to recent conditions and to save them from exploitation.

It is only just to point out that ever since a Government has been established on
Thursday Island, the successive Residents have had the welfare of the natives at heart,
and have removed abuses and effected reforms. The placing of Government teachers in
various islands has been of material benefit to the natives. It should also be noted that at
all events during the past forty or fifty years traders and employers of native labour have
as a rule treated the natives fairly and with consideration.

The islanders have however suffered so much in the past from the malpractices of white
men and of the South Sea natives who have come in their train, that anything which can
be done for their benefit is their just due, though alas it can never remedy the past.

It is stated in the Report of the Papuan Industries for 1930-31: “For some time it
has been apparent, that so far as Badu is concerned, the work for which the company was
principally formed to undertake has been largely achieved. Thirty years ago the condition
of the native islanders in the Torres Straits was deplorable. To-day their whole status
has been raised. They own excellent fishing boats and have large sums deposited with the
Government. Also, equally important, the whole moral and social environment has been
greatly improved. Under the beneficent control of the Queensland Aboriginal department
safeguards have been taken to remove the islanders from the disastrous influences which
the late Mr F. W. Walker set himself to remedy by founding the Papuan Industries,
Limited . The Queensland Government bought the bulk of the assets at Badu in 1930.

The plantations and houses at Madiri and Da,m have been disposed of to the Unevangelized
Fields Mission.
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II. GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The islands of Torres Straits fall naturally into three groups, Western, Central and Eastern,
the lines of longitude, 142° 48’ E. and 143° 29’ E., conveniently demarcating these sub-
divisions.

In the Western group we have high rocky islands, the hills of which are covered with a
sparse vegetation. All the Central islands are low coral islands scarcely raised above the
sea. The Eastern are volcanic islands that support a rich vegetation. It should be borne
in mind, however, that while the volcanic islands are confined to the eastern district, and
the old igneous rocks are equally limited to the western area, low coral islets occur in all
three regions, although they alone are to be found in the central zone.

Great stretches as well as isolated patches of coral reefs are also plentifully distributed
from the western entrance of the Straits to the oceanic edge of the Great Barrier Reef. It
is the presence of these reefs, as well as of the outliers beyond the Barrier Reef, which has
given Torres Straits such a bad name in the annals of navigation. Even at the present
day the reefs of this district are very imperfectly charted; many are not laid down at all,
and others are somewhat erroneously contoured.

The islands will be described in the following order:

TeEE WESTERN ISLANDS: Boigu, Dauan, Saibai, Daru, Mabuiag, Badu, Moa, North
Possession Island, Muralig, Horn Island, Possession Islands, Nagir, Saddle Island,
Yam, Mukwa (Cap Island), Giba (Two Brothers Island).

THE CENTRAL CoRAL 1SLANDS: Tutu, Garboi, Umaga, Damut.

TaE EASTERN 15sLANDS: The Murray Islands: Mer, Dauar, Waier; Erub, Edugor, Zipker,
Ugar, Bramble Cay.

THE WESTERN ISLANDS

Boiagvu

Boigu (Talbot Island) is a low swampy island, 5} miles long by 2 in width. It lies near the
mouth of the Mai Kussa and is about 12 miles north-west from Dauan. The water in the
swamp is bad but there is a famous water-hole of good water, the legendary origin of
which is given by Landtman (1917, p. 537). C. E. Strode Hall (Queensland Ann. Rep.,
Further Correspondence, N.G. 1885-89, C, 58831, 1890, p. 213) refers to its ironstone beach
and mud flats and describes it as a low island closely resembling Saibai with a large
swamp in the centre. Doubtless wild fowl were abundant.

DAvuAN

Dauan or Tauan is a small very hilly island, 75 miles due north of Cape York, about
5 miles from the coast of Daudai, and 2} from Saibai. It is triangular in outline, each side
being about a mile and a half in length; the highest hill, Mount Cornwallis, is 795 ft. in
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height. Owing to the weathering of the granite rocks, the hills have a very rugged appear-
ance, the rocks being much fissured, and looking as if boulders had-been fantastically
heaped one upon another. Moresby (1876, p. 132) noted that “on its north-eastern side
lie some fine patches of grassy land, well supplied with fresh water, and a richly cultivated
valley, producing taro and melons; and here the village and native mission station are
placed, but the native houses are only occasionally occupied, as the natives live on Saibai”.

Wirz says (1933, p. 121): “True Daru [a misprint for Dauan] is of voleanic origin, but
there are no reports of eruptions within living memory”. This is not surprising when, as
will be seen later, the eruption took place in pre-Carboniferous times.

‘SAIBAI

Saibai is one of the largest-islands in the Straits, it is said to have a length of 141 miles
and a maximum breadth of 5} miles, and is roughly ellipsoidal in shape. The island is
low and consists mainly of a large swamp, surrounded by a narrow sand beach. I under-
stand the ground to the east is somewhat higher. Moresby (1876, p. 133) writes: “a large
brackish lagoon within, which abounds with curlew, wild duck, and other wild fowl. The
northern shores are cultivated, and produce abundance of yams and other roots cocoa-nuts
and fruits-—the rest of the island is swampy, and covered with mangroves D’ Albertis
(1881, 1, p. 8) refers to the “Fresh-water marshes, abounding in numerous species of
aquatic birds, and among them ducks and pelicans ™.

Like most of the islands close to the coast of New Guinea, it owes its origin largely to
alluvial soil brought down by the New Guinea rivers. The channel between Saibai and
Daudai is about 2 miles wide at its narrowest part and is scarcely navigable owing to
numerous shoals.

Darvu

Daru (Yaru), although politically within the administration of the Papuan Government,
may for our purpose be considered as one of the islands of Torres Straits. It lies between
Bobo (Bristow Island) and the mainland.

The following account of the island is taken from Beaver (1920, pp. 48, 49, 52). It lies
opposite the mouth of the Oriomo and is separated from the mainland by a channel only
a mile or so in width. The island embraces an area of about two or three thousand acres
~ fringed all round by a deep belt of mangrove.

There is quite & large extent of good dry land and a smaller area of agricultural country. Along
the eastern sides the ground rises up into several high banks and a broad ridge some forty feet
high runs from one of these banks across the island for some distance. I believe the general forma.-
tion is sandstone, but the surface is mixed with large quantities of pebbly ironstone. A form of
lignite has been discovered, of no value however. Most of the island is covered with & light forest
of ti trees, which is excellent for some forms of building and seems to resist the white ant. . . . Much
timber has been cut and this has probably affected the rainfall, for at any rate in my experlence it
is not nearly so heavy as the old records showed. The whole place is ablaze with crotons and
hibiscus, the flower of the Kiwai, and to my mind Daru would almost be a beauty spot were it not
for the wide foreshore which lies foul and black in a mass of mud at low water for a full quarter of
a mile. Part of it is mud pure and simple; in other parts the mud is mixed with sand and small
shells and possesses some quality that binds it into a kind of friable sandstone;
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MaBUIAG

Mabuiag (Jervis Island) is a small island situated midway in the narrowest part of Torres
Straits. It is triangular in outline with one apex pointing south and each side measuring
about a couple of miles. The island is very hilly and only moderately fertile.
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Sketch map of Mabuiag: By A. C. H.

Bapu
Badu (Mulgrave Island) les 5 miles south of Mabuiag. It is an irregularly shaped island
about 6 miles in diameter, and hilly in the centre, There is a good deal of low-lying wooded
land and a good harbour on the east side at Dogai (Map, p. 22).

Moa

Moa or It (Banks Island) is situated 20 miles north of Thursday Island, and though separated
by a narrow channel from Badu its inhabitants belong to a different group (p. 64) from
those of the latter island. It is nearly as large as Muraliig; the eastern side is very hilly,
the highest eminence (Mount Augustus) being 1310 ft. high. This hill and the district
immediately around it is known by the natives as Moa, the western low-lying portion of the
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island, including the village on the north shore, is called It; the former name is in more

general use. Parts of the island are fairly fertile, and bamboos of large size grow in places. -
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Sketch map of Badu and Moa. By A. Wilkin.

: NorTH P0SSESSION ISLAND
“Possession Island [how called North Possession Island, it lies to the north of Moa] is an
inconsiderable lump of rock and stones bearing a few shrubs and small trees. Here, to
these islands, the Indians come for turtle. Our party saw a number of shells lying on the

]
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beach (a sandy point where they landed), near this were twenty or thirty small cocoanut
trees bearing fruit.. ..Trees which bore the fruit that had been brought us by the natives
at Island H. [Damut] and called Sour by them were also here, but had no fruit on them”
(Capt. Bligh, cf. Lee, 1920, p. 195). On p. 183 he says: “This fruit is what I have described -
under the Malay name Sou or Sour”’. It is probably the ubar (W.), enau, enoa (E.), the fruit
of Mimusops Browniana; 1v, p. 133. For a further account of the plants and animals seen
on the island see Lee, pp. 195-7, 273. Portlock says ‘““they found one or two small low
huts like those of Adventure Bay, Van Diemen’s Land .

MuraLTe

Muraliig or Morilig (Prince of Wales Island), the largest in Torres Straits, is situated
15 miles due west from Cape York. It is irregularly quadrangular in outline; the longest
diagonal, i.e. from Heath Point to Cape Cornwall, runs approximately from north to
south and is nearly 11 nautical miles in length. The island is extremely hilly, the hills
rising up more or less directly from the shore except in the north-east corner, where there
is a flat mangrove swamp over 2 miles long and half-a-mile or so broad. The interior of
the island is entirely hilly; the highest hill is only 761 ft. high, and all of them are covered
with trees. There is one north and south valley, extending from the mangrove swamp to
Port, Lihou, which forms a natural highway across the island.

The physical features of the other islands of this group are similar to those of Muralig.
Most of the islands are more or less surrounded by a fringing reef, as are those of the
Mount Adolphus Islands to the north-east of Cape York.

The fact that gold occurs on some of the southern western islands has been known for
many years and consequently there has been local excitement at times. In 1894 gold was
discovered in Horn Island, Narupai, and the whole island was proclaimed a goldfield, but
was almost abandoned in 1897. The gold reefs in Prince of Wales, Hammond and Pos-
session Islands were soon abandoned.

Horn IsLAND

In the northern portion of Horn Island the country for some distance inland is somewhat
flat and sandy, with boulders or high isolated hills of a porphyritic granite projecting here
and there, the crystals of quartz and felspar projecting from the weathered rock, which at
first sight looks like a conglomerate. On the eastern side of the island hills rise to a con-
siderable height almost directly from the sea-shore. The highest (376 ft.) is Horned hill
(Diughubai) which consists of quartzite (Report by W. H. Rands, No. 112, Geol. Survey
Publications, Brisbane, 1896).
Possession IsLaNDs

Jukes says (1, p. 145): “The Possession Islands, in the mouth of Endeavour Strait, and
the larger islands to the northward, are all rocky and barren, with here and there small
fertile and cultivatable spots. They are by no means deficient in beauty, being of varied
and undulating surface, with lofty peaks and ridges, and sheltered valleys, but they seem
to be mostly destitute of water, except in the rainy season’.

‘ . NigIr
Nagir or Nagi (Mount Ernest) is situated about 26 miles north of Cape York in lat. 10° 15" 8.
and long. 142° 29’ E., and has, roughly speaking, the form of an equilateral triangle, of
which one angle points in a southerly direction and the north-easterly angle is produced
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into a small rocky promontory. The eastern and larger portion of the island is hilly, rising
gradually, and culminates in a peak, 751 ft. in height (Jukes, 1, p. 155, gives it as 807 ft.

high). On the northern aspect some of the spurs of the hill are cultivated, and there is a
" moderate amount of level ground at its base, which is well wooded and covered with
jungle and only partially cultivated. Except the really precipitous portion, the whole
peak is well wooded. :

The rock weathers into remarkable blocks and pinnacles, the forms assumed in the
north-east angle being peculiarly fantastic. The low-lying land on the northern aspect of
the island is derived partly from the detritus of the hill and partly from shore deposits.
The northerly shore is a typical coral beach ; but at its easterly end, at its junction with the
neck of the promontory, there is a peculiar variety of shore-rock (p. 36, and Haddon,
1894, p. 458). :

Macgillivray (1852, I, p. 39) says: “ Among the natural productions of the island I may
first allude to the large thickets of bamboo scattered along the base of the hill. ..and to
the small Eucalypti growing between the hill and the brushes, as this is the most northerly

limit of that Australian genus known to me. Among the trees of the brushes I may mention -

the Amnacardium, or cashew nut, with large red acrid fruit, Mimusops Kaukii, often
attaining a great size, and a species of Bombaz, or silk-cotton tree, from the trunk of one
of which the canoe we saw upon the beach was being constructed. Of birds, the Australian
quail, Torres Strait pigeon, and brown dove were plentiful”. The gaudy, thrush-like Pitta
strepitans was heard calling in every thicket, and several large lizards were seen; one of
these (Monitor Gouldii) was about four feet in length.

Other rocky islands which are the isolated peaks of an ancient ridge of igneous rocks
are: Gétulai (Pole Island), 409 ft.; Susdrdgi (Burke Island), 490 ft.; Gaba (Two Brothers
Island).

Like all the other hilly islands in the western division of the Straits, they are somewhat
infertile owing to the scarcity of water; but at the same time the hills are covered for the
most part with grass, bushes and trees. In some of these islands coconut palms are more
or less plentiful; in others, such as the Prince of Wales group, they were entirely absent
until a few were planted by the white men. Bananas, too, are of very local occurrence,
and even so are few in number.

Most of these islands are surrounded by a fringing reef, but the eastern band of the
western district is almost entirely devoid of detached coral reefs. The chief exception is
Mourilyan Reef, which lies just south of Gaba. This clear séa has, as Jukes noticed, “a
remarkable uniformity of bottom™ (1, p. 331) of from 8 to 11 fathoms.

SADDLE ISLAND

Saddle Island, 12 miles N.E. by E. trom Nigir, is a small island with two hills of rounded
contour, which therefore afford a contrast to the peaked hills so characteristic of most of
the neighbouring islands. The northern hill is precipitous on its northern face, and with a
steep grass-covered slope to the south. The southern hill is 180 ft. in height; between the
two hills is a low, flat isthmus, which possesses all the characteristics of a typical coral
island : in other words, it is merely a beach, with the usual pumice pebbles, and supports
a small amount of scrub. There was here what appeared to be a large deserted nest of the
mound-bird (Megapodius).
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Yam (TURTLE-BACKED [SLAND)

Yam is an irregularly shaped island about a mile in length and averaging half-a-mile or
more in width. There is a low dome-shaped hill at one end, and at the eastern side is a
swampy lagoon that fills at high tides.

Jukes says (1, pp. 155-7): “On Turtle-backed Island we found a few small groves of
cocoa-nut trees near a group of huts, with a little thicket of bamboo; and near the centre
of the island, following a little path through a matted wood, rendered impervious by
creepers, we came [on]. . .a little circular plot of ground, not more than four or five yards in
diameter; but it had evidently been dug, though in a rude manner, and in it were set
several young plantain-trees, one or two other plants, and two trailing plants. ..which we
afterwards found were a kind of yam ™ [for the huts see v, p. 96]. The huts “stood in a
picturesque little spot, backed by some huge blocks of sienite, on which some large shells
were arranged. About fifty yards from them, under some widely spreading, thick-leaved
. trees, with gnarled trunks and twisted boughs, were some great blocks of sienite, resting
fantastically one upon the other....In all the wood that spread over the island, there did
not appear to be a single gum-tree: the trees were widely branched, low and umbrageous,
and matted with underwood and creepers”.

MUrwA (CAP ISLAND)

Bligh merely says “A small lump called the Cap” (September 11, 1792, p. 188). Portlock
refers to Cap or Round Island (p. 267). Flinders says: “Upon the Cap, Mr Bampton ‘saw a
volcano burning with great violence’ which induced him to give it the name of Fure
Island ; not knowing that it had before been named” (1, p. xli). This perhaps is the authonty
for the active volcano marked in Torres Straits in Dr Grange’s charts of Oceania in Dumont
d’Urville, Voyage, elc., Géologie, 1847, As a matter of fact this was only a grass fire caused
by natives; the island is not volecanic.

GiBa (Two BroruERS ISLAND)

Bligh says (Lee, p. 190): “The Brothers is a miserable mass of rocks and stones with a few
trees on the lee side of it. We saw a few inhabitants”. Two Brothers is a curiously-formed
island with three cones on either side and a deep cleft in the middle and lies about 104 miles
to the north-west of Yam. It is at present uninhabited, but once there was a European
fishing station there. The Yam people use the island now for their fruit and vegetable
plantations and go across to it periodically.

The Geology of the Western Islands

It has now been demonstrated that the Queensland axis extends northwards across Torres
~ Straits into New Guinea through the Prince of Wales group, Moa, Badu, Mabuiag and
Daunan to Mabudauan hill, and possibly to slightly farther west in Daudai. Somewhat to
the east are Nagir, Gétulai, Suaragi, Saddle Island, Yam Mukwa and Giba.

In these islands granitic rocks occur, more particularly biotite and hornblende granites.
Some of the rocks are derived from the destruction of eurites and granites. A fine-grained
red rock from Mabuiag, with porphyritic quartz and felspar, proves to be a much altered
eurite with micropégmatitic structure. The granite of Nigir shows the tendency towards a
simultaneous development of quartz and felspar that is common in the Western islands.
Biotite is present, but in small proportion, so that sections of the rock resemble aplite.

HTSI 4
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Certain islands bear records of ancient eruptions. Deadman’s iglet, a tiny patch of rock
on the northern point of the fringing reef of Thursday Island, is composed of quartz-
andesite, approaching rhyolite. On Néagir is a light grey diabase which originally was an
augite-biotite aphanite. A more finely grained and darker rock of the same character
occurs, looking almost like a basalt 1t must be classed as a mica-aphanite or mica—
trap”.

Several tuffs have been collected: Kwoiam’s hill on Ma,bula,g, for example, offers a ﬁne
series of rhyolitic tuffs, full of quartz fragments, belonging apparently to the most ancient
eruptive series of the axis. In Saddle Island are grey, fine-grained tuffs, resembling sand-
stones, such as would be formed by the shattering of a porphyritic eurite or rhyolite. It is
thus a highly silicious volcanic ash, finer than those of Mabuiag, but probably of the same
geological age. While Dauan may be considered as a part of the edge of the continental
plateau, and a northern representative of the ancient Queensland axis, it owes its materials
to igneous action. The granitic rocks are a bictite granite and a hornblende granite.
Another rock is of a more volcanic type, being a much altered biotite-aphanite or ““ diabase .
There is also a very fine grained, steel-grey rock, containing hornblende. It is probable
that Dauan contains records of various ancient eruptions which may have taken place
after the consolidation of the granites, or during the movements that brought them
towards the surface. :

Mabudauan hill, on the alluvial mainland of New Guinea, consists entirely of a true
granite, like those of the islands of the Queensland axis; a microscopic examination shows
the presence of biotite and oligoclase. Mr F. K, Williams, the Government Anthropologist
in Papua, in a recent letter to me says he was told that at Jerai, on the coast between the
Wassi Kussa [Baudu] and the Morehead [Baiamkad] rivers, now uninhabited, but the site
of an old settlement, are some big stones partly under the sea. “These were compared, on
a small scale, to those at Mabudauan by natives who had seen both places, so there is
probably another granite outecrop there.”

Ordinary coral beach-rock occurs on many islands, but on Nagir there is a variety of
shore-rock which does not appear to occur elsewhere in the Straits. In sitw it has the
general appearance of an ordinary blown coral-sand rock; but, instead of rolled calcareous
fragments, it is composed of grains of quartz and felspar cemented by a compact paste of
carbonate of lime. It is, in fact, a calcareous arkose derived from the disintegration of the
neighbouring rocks.

It is probable that the granitic rocks are pre-Devonian, and the ancient tuffs and lava-
flows in various islands, which can be associated with analogous rocks in Queensland, may
indicate that the uplifting of the continent of Australia, prior to Carboniferous times, was
accomplished by volcanic manifestations such as occur on its edge at the present day.

H. C. Richards and C. Hedley (Trans. Roy. Geog. Soc. Aust. (Queensland), 1, 1925, p. 23)
say: “We may take it, then, that the general form and disposition of the islands about and
to the west of Cape York, in Torres Strait, suggest that they have resulted from a fracturing
of a mass of porphyry along lines at right angles to one another and following directions
bisecting the angles between the cardinal points (that is N.E. and S.W., and N.W. and
S.E.). Also the porphyry in places appears to have been covered with grits and sandstones
laid down under freshwater conditions. In places this sandstone has been denuded away
completely . The sandstone is regarded ‘‘tentatively as Mesozoic, probably Jurassic, in
age” (p. 5).
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THE CENTRAL CORAL ISLANDS

Prominent features of the central group are the very extensive Warrior Reefs which
stretch from Tutu nearly up to Bobo (Bristow Island), the large Dungeness reef south of
Tutu, and numerous small detached reefs, many of which are capped by sandy islets.

The low-lying islands, which practically are confined to the central group, vary in size
from small bare, nameless sand-banks, which are being heaped up on reefs by the combined
action of wind and wave, to Giaka (Dungeness Island) and Sasi (Long Island).

If a line be drawn from Masaramkoer (Bramble Cay) past Damut on its north-east side,
to beyond the west point of Sasi, and another from the north-west point of Erub and past
the south end of Aurid to south of the Three Sisters, a band 15 miles broad and running
N.E.-S.W. will be formed, which includes nearly all the small islands of the central group,
but Giaka and Tutu lie to the west outside this zone. South of this band are numerous
undefined reefs. ’

Torvu

The first description we have of the island is that by Dumont d’Urville as he saw it in
1840. He says: “The island of Toud is scarcely a mile in its greatest length. The reef which
surrounds it, and which dries at low water, extends still further from north to south. It
is a bank of sand almost at sea level, on the north point is a clump of trees, the rest of this
miserable land is saline, marshy, covered with grasses and shrubs that afford scarcely any
shade. At this south point, constantly beaten by the waves, stands a little sand dune
where one sees a dozen huts. It is at this point, the most exposed to the wind and the
sun, that the natives have established their camp. One does not find on this sandy isle
either a streamlet of drinkable water, or coconuts, or any vegetable product capable of
serving as food” (p. 234). For an account of the natives see pp. 71-84.

Tutu or Tud (Warrior Island) is a small island less than a mile long, and about a quarter
of a mile wide, and is surrounded on most sides by a fairly wide reef, which is separated
by a narrow channel from the south-west extremity of the long and extensive Warrior
Reefs. It is about 124 miles north-east of Yam.

Tutu is merely & sand-bank, probably nowhere more than 12 or 15 ft. in height. The
whole surface of the interior of the island is covered with rolled pebbles of pumice.
(The largest piece of pumice known from this island measures 343 x 228 x 305 mm.
(134 x9x 12 in.), and weighs 8-42 kilograms. It is carved into a rude resemblance to a
human face and was used in sorcery. I collected it in 1888 and gave it to the British
Museum.)

At the northern end of the island a sand-spit projects, which appears to be increasing in
size. At the south-east corner is a large bay or lagoon which is filled with water only at the
highest tides during the south-east monsoon, but it is said to be constantly full during the
north-west monsoon. The shore on the eastern side is gently shelving; that on the south
and western sides is so cut by the sea as to present low cliffs, 3 or 4 ft. in height, flanked
towards the sea by a narrow sand beach. We may conclude that the island was formed
by the combined action of the waves and the south-east trade wind, and that it is still
extending in a northerly, easterly and south-easterly direction; but that it is slowly being
washed away along its western and southern shores.

The interior of the island is flat, and supports a vegetation of bushes and coarse grass.
In one spot only, about one-third from the northern end, are there a few fairly large

4-2
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trees, it is here that the kwod was situated. There are only a few young coconut palms
(1888). R
There are one or two water-holes in the centre of the island, but these yield brackish
water fit only for cooking and washing purposes. Drinking water has to be brought from
Yam, a distance of over 12 miles, it is conveyed in long pieces of bamboo as well ag in the
usual coconut water-vessels.
GARBOI

Garboi (Arden Island), about half-way between Tutu and Aurid, was visited by Macgil-
livray in 1849, who thus describes it (11, p. 42): “The place is scarcely more than a quarter
of a mile in length, low and sandy, covered with tall bushes and a few clumps of trees
(Pisonia grandis) [P. inermis]. We saw traces—but none very recent—of visits paid by
the natives, indicated by remains of fires, turtle bones, a large pit dug as a well, and two
old graves. As usual a coral reef extends from the shore.. . .Species of Cissus [Vitis] and
two or three Capparidae constituted the bulk of the vegetation, and rendered the low
scrub almost impervious in many places. A number of Torres Strait pigeons, chiefly

young birds, and some stone-plovers and other waders, were shot, and one rare bird, a
male of Pachycephala melanura’.

Umaca (KeEaTs Isvanp)

Three and a half miles north of Masig is the island of Umaga, which is thus described by
Jukes (1, p. 158): “This was a flat island, about a third of a mile long, with an extensive
coral reef on its eastern side. Piercing through the little belt of dense scrub which inter-
vened between the beach and the wood, we got among a grove of lofty forest trees, with
spreading boughs and leafy branches, affording a most agreeable shade. This wood formed
a striking contrast to the hot, dry, shadeless gum-tree forests of Australia. A great number
of white pigeons [Carpophaga luctuose] had bred in these trees”.

Damur (DALRYMPLE ISLAND)
The following description of Damut is taken from Jukes (1, p. 164):

We now struck off for a walk across the island....Many narrow paths crossed in all directions,
among shrubs and bushes, some of which resembled laurels and myrtles, in their leaves and modes
of growth. Groves of lofty forest trees oceurred here and there, with matted creepers and thick
jungle. Several trailing briars, with thorns like the European bramble, were observed; and the
whole vegetation had a totally different aspect from that of Australia, and a much greater
resemblance to that of Europe or Asia. Our native conducted us to some water-holes, which he
seemed to think were the object of our search....At the bottom of each excavation was a little
hole containing a few inches of fresh water, carefully covered from the sun by sticks and lumps of
wood., We passed several spots which seemed to have been partially cleared and undergone some

cultivation, in which were long, kidney-bean-like plants, climbing up sticks. We afterwards dis-
covered these were ‘ketai’ plants, a kind of yam.

One or two low islands appear to be little more than mangrove swamps; others consist
of a small sand-bank on which vegetation is beginning to grow. Owing to the prevailing
south-easterly winds these islands tend to grow in a south-easterly direction, but the
north-west storms also help to shape them in the opposite direction: consequently the
centre of the island is the oldest portion, and it is here that the forest trees first make their

appearance. Damut is evidently an older island than Tutu. Coconut palms have been
planted by the natives on some of these islands.
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THE EASTERN ISLANDS

The meridian of long. 143° 29’ E., and the edge of the Great Barrier Reef, respectively,
delimit the eastern division of Torres Straits. This division includes the following islands:
Zipker (Campbell L), Ugar (Stephen’s 1.), Edugor (Nepean I.), Erub (Darnley 1.), Masa-
ramker or Keda (Bramble Cay), and the Murray Islands, Mer (always spoken of as Murray
Island), Dauar and Waier, besides several sand-banks or “cays”, some of which are
partially covered with vegetation.

The Great Barrier Reef terminates from 15 to 20 miles north-east of the Murray Islands,
"at what is known as Flinders’ Entrance.

If & line be drawn between Bramble Cay and the Murray Islands it will be found to be
about 50 miles (nautical) in length. A line drawn from Bramble Cay to Zapker passes
just outside Ugar and measures about 35 miles. A third line from Zapker to the Murray
Islands is about 40 miles in length. Al the recent volcanic islands in Torres Straits
are contained within this hypothetical triangle, which has a superficial area of about 700
square nautical miles, or about 900 square miles. Erub is in the centre of this triangle.

Bramble Cay, Zipker, Ugar, and probably Edugor and Erub, are composed entirely of
lava, with the exception of two small patches of stratified ash in the last. Mer is about
equally composed of lava and volcanic ash, while Dauar and Waier consist entirely of the

latter rock,
MvurrAY ISLANDS

MER

Mer is roughly oval in contour, the long axis lying about N.E.-S.W. (Sketch map, p. 160).
It is surrounded by a fringing reef which is narrow at the southern end but very broad on
the northern, eastern and south-eastern sides. According to my survey (for which I do
not claim great accuracy) the island is 2-79 km. (1 mile 1291 yds.) in length and 1-65 km.
(1 mile 44 yds.) in greatest breadth, with an area of 386 hectares (953 acres, or about
11 sq. mile). Dr A. G. Mayer says (1918, p. 4): “Maér Island, which is oval in outline,
9400 feet long and 5600 feet wide’’. Thus he makes the length 1 mile 1374 yds. and the
breadth ! mile 107 yds.; which is 83 yds. longer and 63 yds. broader than my estimate.

The most prominent feature of Mer is the long steep hill, Gelam, which extends along
the north-west border of the island and culminates in a peak 750 ft. in height. At its
northern end it terminates in a low hill, Zomar, which splays out into an outer spur,
Upimager, and an inner spur, Mékernurnur. The hill Gelam rises up from a narrow belt
of cultivated soil behind the sand beach, at an angle of 30 degrees, forming a regular even
slope, covered with high coarse grass, save for occasional patches of bare rock. At the
western end the ground is much broken, the termination of the smooth portion is marked
by a conspicuous, curved escarpment; beyond this is a prominent block of rock about
half-way up the hill, which is known as the “eye””. The hill is the legendary dugong of
Gelam (vi, p. 23). A rocky headland is called Gelam pii, “Gelam’s nose’’; behind the
‘“eye”, Gelam pone, the escarpment corresponds with the front edge of the dugong’s
paddle, the splaying hill of Zomar represents the bilobed tail of the dugong.

At the south-eastern corner of the island is a deep valley, Werbadu-pat, down which a
stream rushes after rain and drains the southern portion of the large valley; beyond it rise
the symmetrical hill D&bemad, 250 ft. in height, which is continuous with the ridge Mergar;
the latter ends in the steep hill Pitkir.
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It will be seen that Gelam and Mergar form a somewhat horseshoe-shaped range, the

continuity of which is interrupted by broken ground at its greatest bend. The rock is a

beautifully stratified volcanic greyish ash with a quaquaversal outward dip.of 30 degrees.
There can be no doubt that this is the margin of a crater, the whole eastern lip of which
has been breached. The crescentic valley, crater, or “big valley”’, Aupat, being formed in a

porous volcanic ash, is somewhat arid; the vegetation consists of coarse grass, low scrub,

and scattered coconut palms and presents a marked contrast to the remainder of the
island; the slopes of the hills are usually bare.

A low ridge, Mamsép, connects Gelam with the smaller horseshoe- shaped hill which is

the remains of the central cone of the old volcano. The western limb of the cone is named
Zaumo (about 450 ft. in height) and the eastern Gur; Zaumo is prolonged into a spur, Ai.

In the valley between these hills and Gelam and the north of Mams8p arises a stream,
Deaudu-pat, which flows in a northerly direction, and, after receiving two affluents,
empties itself into the sea a short distance beyond Zomar. It should be remembered that
the beds of these streams are dry for the greater portion of the year and it is only during
the rainy season, i.e. from November to March, and then only immediately after the rain,
that the term stream can be said to be applicable to them. There are, however, some
water-holes in the bed of the stream, which hold water for many months. The stream
passes into a small delta, which extends from the base of Zomar northwards to the pomt
Momoterkek ; there were several sacred spots in this fertile area.

The great lava-stream extends with an undulating surface from the central cone to the
north-eastern end of the island, and forms a fertile table-land which is bounded by a
steep slope. The disintegrated lava forms a reddish-brown soil in which coconut palms
grow in profusion, and the natives have their gardens of bananas, yams and sweet potatoes,
etc. There are also wild mangoes and other wild fruit and other trees. On its western side
the slope is practically a continuation of the side of the central cone and bounds the eastern
side of the delta as far as Momoterkek. At the northern and eastern sides of the island the
lava-stream forms an abrupt or steep declivity, extending either right down to the water’s
edge, or occasionally leaving a narrow shore, as at the pretty little sandy bay at Mek, or
the long sandy fore-shore on which the village of Ulag is built. The eastern side of the
island may be said to begin at the rocky point of Lewer. Five hundred yards to the south
is another lava cliff, Gazir; here, where the beach is fairly wide owing to a break in the
lava-stream, there is situated the large village of Las. Between the villages of Las and Er
are at least four spots where the lava-stream forms precipitous, rocky points, Gazir,
Wabkek, Turpit and Wemerpit, and between these are the sand-beaches, which are
respectively called Murbu, Aréb and Hger. A deep valley, Er-pat, which terminates in a
gorge separates the southern end of the lava-flow from Pitkir and from a spur of Gur.

From Er to Werbadu, a small village at the mouth of the valley, pat, of that name
there is a very narrow shore littered with rocks; a family resides at Mergar and Terker
respectively. From Nemea pit, just west of Werbadu, to Deru the precipitous rocks are
washed by the sea, then follows the small shallow bay of Keauk, and at Nem the rocks
again reach the sea. At Gigo the sandy shore begins with a variable amount of cultivated
land between it and Gelam, which continues along the whole length of the hill, and there is
a fairly continuous series of houses and small villages.

The fringing reef extends all round Mer, but it is very narrow at its south-western end ;
the broadest portions are to the north-east and down the east side.
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The late A. G. Mayer (1914, 1918) made a map of “Maér”’ showing its main features and
the fringing reef, which he shows as completely encircling the island, it being narrow at the
south end. The contour and extent of the reef as he shows it is doubtless much more
accurate than the sketch map I gave in 1894. He has named the stream that flows from
Deaudu-pat as Bruce Brook, that of Werbadu-pat as Hedley Brook, and that of Er-pat as
Haddon Brook. Mayer (1918) gives some excellent photographs of the Murray Islands.
He says (pp. 16, 17): “The entire visible reef belongs to the recent period subsequent to
the cessation of volcanic activity....Thus the reef extends seawards at a rate dependent
upon the average growth-rate of densely clustered coral heads and if this be taken at
one-half inch per annum the wide south-east reef-flat of Maér Island might have been formed
in 28,800 years, although one must not take such an estimate at all seriously”.

Dr C. M. Yonge (1930, pp. 184 ff.) gives an interesting account of his visit to Mer in
1929. He says: “The beauty and luxuriant vegetation of Mer cannot be portrayed in
words.. ..The northern half of Mer is dotted with dense tropical vegetation, coconuts,
yams, sweet-potatoes, bananas, paw-paws, water-melons, sugar-cane, maize and bamboos,
growing in riotous abundance....The influence of the south-easterly Trade Winds is no
lJess manifest here than in the coral islands. The coral grows vigorously outward against
the wind into clear, wave-churned waters. The sand and fragments scoured off the surface
of this region are carried round the island and piled up in its lee, especially at the western
corner, where the sand-dunes, covered with coconut palms, now cover what was once the
inner region of the reef flat”’. This is the district from Pas to Zomared.

The voleanic rocks of Mer are distinctly basaltic, and are marked by a development of
porphyritic crystals of olivine and monoclynic pyroxene. This is, indeed, the character
of all the volcanic materials collected in the Eastern islands.

The great stratified ash-beds, of which the crater-wall of the western end of Mer is so
largely composed, prove clearly the violent nature of the explosions that built up the
island. The lava-fragments are comminuted, often to a mere brown pumiceous dust; and
the particles of the foraminiferal and coral limestones are abundant, torn from the earlier
deposits through which the volcano broke.

DATAR

The two islands of Dauar and Waier are almost contiguous, and are enclosed by a single
fringing reef. They lie south of Mer, from which they are separated by a channel, 1982
metres (2167 yds.) wide, which averages 20 fathoms in depth.

Dauar is a small island shaped something like a figure of eight. It is about 1580 metres
(1727 yds.) long and 762 metres (833 yds.) broad, at its widest or western end. Itis composed
of two hills, Au Dauar (605 ft. in height) and K&bi Dauar (about 250 ft. in height), with
a sand-spit at each end; that at the west end is called Kameri, the point is known as Giar
pit and the spit pointing to Waier is named Teg. The hills, especially on their upper portions,
are covered with grass and bushes; but the neck of low land between them supports a
luxuriant vegetation. There is a small sandy bay, Eg, on the north side of the neck and a
larger one, Ormei, on the south side; the rest of the shore, except at the base of each sand-
spit, is precipitous. Geologically the island is composed solely of volcanic ash, which
precisely resembles that of Mer. The island is divided into two districts, a large western
one, Giar, the men of which are Bomai le, and a small one, Teg, of which the men are
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Nog le, or outsiders (v1, pp. 172, 173). The boundary between them runs from Bazir to
" Sewereat, which latter is in the Giar district (cf. p. 161).

WAIER

Waier is a crescentic islet, 610 metres (667 yds.) in diameter. On its convex side, which faces
north-west, also called Waier, the base of which, like the larger one on the corresponding
side of Dauar, is covered with vegetation. The island is entirely formed of stratified volcanic
ash, which, as a whole, is much coarser than that of Mer and Dauar, and in many places
forms a characteristic agglomerate. ‘

It is evident that Waier is the remains of an old crater, which is breached towards the
south-east. The walls of the crater facing the interior are practically vertical; in the centre
a great mass of rock (called Ne) appears to have fallen down from the wall of the crater.
Externally the walls rise steeply, and are greatly furrowed and fissured. The gullies are
vegetated. There is a small sand beach, Tikor, on the north side. The reef extends for a
considerable distance towards the south-east over the region which was once occupied
by the crater; this portion, which dries at low spring tides, is called Auter. There is a sand
" beach along the north-western end of the concavity of Waier, the inner border of which
supports & small patch of luxuriant vegetation.

: Erus
Erub is the largest of the volcanic islands; according to the chart it is about 2 miles long
by about 1 mile broad, but Jukes describes it as being ““about eight miles in circumference,
or three miles long by two in width, and does not contain much above a hundred full-
grown men’ (I, p. 259). It is somewhat ovoid in form, rounded at the west end and
tapering to a point at the east end, Gazir (see sketch-map, p. 33). Jukes describes Erub

as “‘lofty and broken, rising more than 500 feet above the sea, but covered with vegetation”
(1, p. 169).

““The south side of the island is by far the finest. Tt has beautiful grassy slopes, from the woody
summit of the hill down to the belt of wood along the shore. The coast is indented by sandy coves,
separated by little rocky headlands, and in each cove is a small group of huts under the shade of a
grove of cocoa-nut trees. [As a matter of fact the whole island is characterised by its numerous
little bays separated by rocky projections of laval....Sandy flats, dry at low water, stretch out
two or three hundred yards from the beach, covered with native weirs for catching fish. These are
walls of loose stone, about three feet high, formed in curves and semicircles along the sand-flats,
each having a radius of one or two hundred yards. They are completely covered at high water, but
when the tide falls (its range being about ten feet), many fish are left within these enclosed spaces,
or, together with crabs and other sea creatures, caught in the interstices of the stones [p. 197; 1v,
p. 158]. Outside this belt of sand-flats is another of coral reef of irregular width. Towards the
south-east both coral reefs and sand-flats stretch out for miles, with many narrow deep channels
and holes between them. Here and there along the shore, both on the beach and out on the sand-
flats, were erected tall bamboo poles with long streamers of leaves attached to them ” [these poles,
sékar, are signs of gélar, taboo, and are put up to preserve fishing rights, as was also done on Mer]

*(l.c. 1, pp. 181, 182).

The, following remarks are mainly taken from Jukes. Near to the west end is a small
hill, Wagor, which is separated from the main hill, Au-paser, by a very pretty valley
opening to the south, covered with long waving grass, and patches and skirts of woods
and thickets. The south side of the hill also is covered with grassy slopes (1, p. 175). On
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the lower ground are numerous and extensive kefai yam gardens and coconut trees. The
grassy slopes of the south side of the island are furrowed by little narrow valleys full of
wood, stretching from the hill to the sea-beach, with its belt of coconut trees. The grass is
generally excellent: long, fine green and juicy with “patches here and there of a broad-
bladed and ranker grass, more like the alang alang of Java™ (1, p. 184). Beyond Mogor
(Moggor of Jukes) creek a great belt of woods sweeps down from the hill to the beach.
Beyond this is a cove full of dense mangroves, but the grassy slopes behind it give access
to the top of the big hill, which on the south side is bare, but surrounded by lofty trees
all round the northern half. The hill is a broken ridge higher in the centre than elsewhere
(t, p. 186), on the summit is a slight crateriform hollow, and it is probable that this col
owes its form simply to local denudation. The height of the hill is 615 ft. (11, p. 322; 564
or 556 ft., 1, p. 190),
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Sketch-map of Krub.

This map is copied from a sketch by W. H. MacFarlane who admits that it is not to scale nor is the
configuration of the coastline quite exact. He says that the villages at one time extended much
farther round the island towards the N.W. side. The native name for the high hill is Au paser _(big
hill), but the South Sea men call it Lalalwé [Jardine calls it Lalor]. Treachery bay, or as the natives
call it Massacre bay, may be taken to extend from the high cliffs at Miki paikai to Watutu point; into
the small indentation at Bikar bay there runs a creek that forms the watering-place which 'le<-i to ‘o_he
tragedy after which the place was named. K&mus, a large bay to the east, is where the missionaries
first landed. The dotted lines indicate stone fish-traps.

Jukes says (I, p. 206) “the whole island is a mass of igneous rock. . .with the exeeption
of a small portion of its N.W. side. Here, in the cliffs of Treacherous Bay, the stratified
sandstone and conglomerates make their appearance from under the igneous rocks....On
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the N.E. side of Treacherous Bay, the cliffs shewed the igneous rock, resting on the
sandstones, and it appeared to have flowed over them as lava”. The lava of Erub is a
brilliantly fresh olivine-basalt.

Macgillivray (1T, p. 45) gives the following desonptlon of Erub: “In passing along the
south-west side of the island, we were struck with the superior richness of vegetation and
apparent fertility, compared with what we had seen in New Guinea and the Louisiade
Archipelago during the previous part of the cruise. Some portions reminded one of English
park scenery—gently sloping, undulating, grassy hills, with scattered clumps and lines of
trees. On landing at the village [Mogor], which consists of two or three houses only, we
were taken a quarter of a mile—by a path leading along a small valley through a grove of
cocoa-nut trees, bananas, and various cultivated plants (among which I observed the
Mango in full bearing)—to a pool of water in the dried-up bed of a small rivulet.. . .Some
magnificent Sago palms overhung the water with their large spreading fronds; these we
were told had been brought from Dowde or New Guinea, many years ago”

The topography and geology of Erub were studied by F. Jardine in 1924 (Reports of the

Great Barrier Reef Committee, 11, Govt. Press, Brisbane, 1928, pp. 101-9, pp. 1-3, pls.
viii, ix). He says:

From the north, the striking feature of Darnley Island is a dome-shaped hill which slopes
regularly to east and west. The north-east headland of the island has a juvenile profile. The cliff
overlooks a broad rock flat at sea-level. On closer approach, the soft contour of the island is
scarred by a series of cliff sections 100 feet—200 feet high, centrally situated, which taper to sea-
level on either side. The dome-shaped peak, Lalor, rises to 610 feet in the western half of the
island. From this peak, the slope to the southern shore line is unbroken and gentle, save for a
steep declivity towards the summit and a dry stream course which biseets the southern slopes and
enters & shallow mangrove-fringed bay towards the south-east of the island. The long slope is
continuous also towards the west, culminating in a narrow peninsula bound by low bluffs, which
is isolated by a small col. The northern slopes are more rugged. A stream course rising in Lalor
and draining into Treacherous Bay has trenched the island. Arising from this stream erosion,
Lalor has the appearance of being fringed by the fragment of a cusp on the north and north-west.
On the northern side of the island the long slopes are absent—these have been truncated. The
marine-cut cliffs are 100 feet or more in height. -

Save for an outcrop of volcanic ash beds in the cliffs of Treacherous Bay, the island is com-
posed. entirely of lava, the disintegration of which has produced a soil of great fertility.

On the eastern and western flanks of the outcrop [of ash beds], the beds gradually subside and
oceur in the cliff sections overlain by basalt.. . . It is clear that the ash beds of the island constitute
portion of an ash cone.. .. The location of the crater is roughly indicated by prolonging the direc-
tions of dip of the beds to their point of intersection. [This spot is in the sea to the north. All
the lava flows are of olivine basalt.]

The villages on the southern side of the island are situated on wave-built terraces which attain
a maximum width of 100200 yards. At the heads of the infilled coves, springs generally occur,
encircled by gardens.. . .The village of Moggor, on the south, is situated on a terrace 12 feet above
high-water level. All the terraces appear to be of uniform elevation.

- A change of level is also indicated elsewhere: “On the northern side, to the west of
Treacherous Bay, cliffs which have a juvenile profile retreat from the shore line and are
overgrown by vegetation. These are beyond the zone of marine erosion. At the cliff foot,
beach material, now being fixed by vegetation, occurs. On the southern side of the island,
too, basalt bluffs oceur, removed 20 yards from the shore line, fringed in a similar manner
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by vegetated detrital material”. Further evidence is given indicating “an emergence of
the land relative to the sea’ as various “cliffs are beyond the range of marine erosion,
even during the occurrence of the largest storms”. In many places there are relics of
beaches about 10 ft. above the level of the modern wave-cut beaches. Finally reference is
made to the numerous stone fish-traps which he says “ are out of repair, and, as far as can
be ascertained, have never been used by the present population [!]...their positions
relative to the sea-level are probably the same as when constructed. The lowering of the
sea-level had therefore occurred previous to the construction of the traps” (Jardine, l.c.
. 109),

P ) ‘Epvcor, ZAPKER, UcARr

Five and & half miles due west of Erub is the islet Edugor or Atagor (Nepean Island).
Nothing is known as to its geology, but it is probably a mass of basalt.

Zapker or Tapoga (Campbell Island) lies 141 miles west of Eirub. It is a small island about
half-a-mile long, there is presumptive evidence, as it must be at least 50 ft. in height, that
it is also basaltic.

Ugar (Stephen Island) lies 4 miles north-east of Zapker and is slightly larger. It is an
ellipsoidal mass of basalt rising very steeply, and in most places precipitously, from the
shore. The top is an undulating plateau 50 to 100 ft. above sea-level and is covered with
a rich volcanic soil which supports an extremely luxuriant vegetation. It is, in fact, one
large garden. The lava is a scoriaceous basalt, but is distinct from those previously des-
cribed, by containing conspicuous porphyritic felspars. It must be described as an olivine-
basalt; but it has little resemblance to the more glassy types at Mer. The shore con-
glomerate contains pebbles of the lava, rolled fragments of earlier limestones, and the
usual remains of nullipores, foraminifera, spines of Echinoderms, etc.; it is clearly a water-
worn sediment, and not a calcareous volcanic tuff.

These three islands are surrounded by very wide fringing reefs. That surrounding Ugar
is especially broad, except to the north,

“Thirty miles north of Erroob, another patch of igneous rock shews itself in the centre
of a small reef, called by us Bramble Key, but the native name of which is Caedha’ [Keda;
Massaramcoer (Méasaramker) of the Admiralty chart; MacFarlane calls it Bramoki; we were
told at Mer that the name of Bramble Cay is Mazebkaur or Maizapkaur]. ““This is a mass of
rock twenty or thirty feet high, and about twenty yards across, in the centre of a coral
reef, which has a sand key on one end of it. Another small patch of the same rock is seen
three-quarters of a mile distant, to the S.E. dry only at low water. This rock has a singular
appearance, being a dark red cellular lava, the cells of which are filled by a white earthy
mineral in a pulverulent state’ (Jukes, 1. p. 207). [The specimen collected by Jukes is &
grey, vesicular, basaltic andesite.] “The reef itself is almost entirely composed, as to its
surface, of one coral, pocillopora [Heliopora] coerulaea’ (l.c. p. 218).

BraMBLE CAY

The geology of Bramble Cay has been fully studied by F. Jardine (Reports, 1, 1928,
pp. 93-100) who says: “While it is clear that the rocks of Bramble Cay mark a focus of
eruption, and this, from the evidence offered in the Murray Islands and Darnley Island,
was of recent geological age, the rock outcrops here are so small and fragmentary that it is
impossible to interpret a cone form. Lithologically, the rocks constituting the outcrop
exhibit varying characters. The flows vary from a dark-grey, aphanitic, compact rock, to
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one of a dark chocolate-brown colour towards the top, where alternate compact and
cellular bands occur.. . .They are basic lavas—olivine basalts or the equivalents—in which
the proportion of phenocrysts to groundmass is somewhat inconstant”.

The Eastern islands by the recent nature of their volcanic rocks, all of & basic type,
belong to a line of later movements than those implicated in the Australian Cordillera, and
may be regarded as pertaining to that great system of still progressing folds which are
included in the Pacific “zone of fire’. It does not appear to be possible to fix the date of
this voleanic outburst. All that can be said is that there are no traditions respecting it,
and that a good deal of subsequent weathering has taken place. It is manifestly erroneous,
as is sometimes done, to mark these on maps as recent volcanoes, as this implies that they
have been active within the human period, and of this we have no proof.

In the Annual Report, 1919-20, of Papua (p. 89), McEwan R. Stanley, the Government
Geologist, refers to the Pleistocene some of the extinct volcanic formations of the D’Entre-
casteaux and the Louisiades, and the olivine basalts of the Mount Lammington area.

Changes of level

Macgillivray (1852, 11, p. 38) refers to a coral conglomerate on the north side of Nigir
which he regards as proving a local upheaval, and adds, “ A similar appearance on a small
scale exists on most of the coral islands which I have visited”’, but not “beyond the reach
of the spray, still less supporting luxuriant vegetation”, as in Nagir. I have commented
on this (1894, p. 459). Dr C. M. Yonge (1930, p. 184) says: “This island [Aurid], like
many others in the Torres Strait, shows unmistakable signs of comparatively recent
elevation, the line of the old beach being easily distinguishable about 6 feet above the
present one”’,

The undercut cliff on the south-east of Mer, Mergarem district (Mayer, 1918, pl. iv, B;
Yonge, 1930, pl. v, A) and those on the north shore of Dauar (vi, pls. I, 3; II, 3, 4) were
due to wave action apparently before the shore-reef was formed. These are similar to the
previously mentioned eroded ecliffs of Erub.

The natives are quite definite in stating that elevation is now slowly taking place.
Davies informs me that reefs previously too deep for swimming-diving can now be
dived over and places that were 12 fathoms deep are now only 8 or 9 fathoms. When
Pasi was a boy, high tides often came over the eastern sandspit of Dauar, but this has not
occurred of late years and the passage between Dauar and Waier is much shallower than
it used to be. '

Wrecks that were in deep water, as at Bramble Cay, are now visible and the Ugar
islanders declared to MacFarlane in about 1927 that the surrounding bed of the ocean
had been rising during the previous few years, and they pointed to wrecked vessels, etc.
which are now beginning to show above the water at low tide.

The erosion of the cliffs of Erub and the Murray Islands took place a long time ago;

the recent changes of level are merely other examples of what is a commonplace in volcanic
areas.

-
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III. THE ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE
" VARIOUS ISLANDS

As stated in vol. v, pp. 1, 2, the Western islanders recognised that the inhabitants of
certain islands were closely allied, and as a matter of fact marriages frequently take place
between these allied islands and but rarely between other islands. There were definite
names for the inhabitants of particular islands and also for those of the associated islands,
but these were subject to some variation. I have adopted the following terminology for
the groups of islands as being the most generally recognised, and I shall deal with the
groups and their constituent islands in the following order:

I. WESTERN ISLANDS

(i) Saibailaig (Northern islanders): Boigu, Dauan, Saibai, Daru.
(ii) Malulaig (Middle islanders): Mabuiag, Badu.
(iii) Kauralaig (Southern islanders): Moa, Prince of Wales group, Muraliig, ete.

II. CENTRAL ISLANDS

Kulkalaig: Ndgir, Yam, Tutu, Gdba, Waraber, Paremar, Aurid, Masig, Umaga,
Damut, Mauar, ete,

III. EASTERN ISLANDS
The Murray Islands (Mer, Dauar, Waier)=the Miriam le; Erub, Ugar, Zapker.

An account of the cultural anthropology of the Western islanders is given in vol. v and
that of the Eastern islanders in vol. vi, which however is practically confined to the
Murray Islands. Vol. mx deals with the languages of these two main groupings, and in
vol. v the material culture of the islanders is dealt with as a whole.

While there is a great similarity in culture throughout the Straits, some distinctions can
be drawn between the Western and Eastern islanders, which are more marked in their
social and ritual practices. The natives of the Central coral islands have little individuality
as they have been affected by their neighbours, especially those to the east.

Many islands have a definite character of their own, and in order to indicate this I
have brought together all the more important records for each island, not only those
which have already been published but also an appreciable amount of fresh information,
for a great deal of which I am indebted to the kindness of the Rev. W. H. MacFarlane,
who has generously placed it at my disposal. Thus there is here presented a synopsis of the
ethnography of the several islands so far as it is known to me. In subsequent sections I
deal with special features of culture. :
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I WESTERN ISLANDS

(i) Saibailaig (Northern islanders): Boigu, p. 38; Dauan, p. 41; Saibai, p. 43;
Daru, p. 49. ‘

(ii) Malulaig (Middle islanders): Mabuiag, p. 65; Badu, p. 62.

(iii) Kauralaig (Southern islanders): Moa, p. 64; Prince of Wales group, ». 65;
Maururu, p. 66; Keriri, p. 67; Waiben, p. 67; Muralig, p. 67.

(i) SAIBAILAIG (NORTHERN ISLANDERS)

Boigvu

Very little has been recorded about Boigu though, in spite of its apparent unattractiveness
and relative lack of fertility, the island plays an important part in the mythology and
beliefs about the spirits of the dead. It is improbable that it ever supported a large
population, at all events few people have lived there since it became known to Europeans.
When I visited Saibai in 1888 I found that the natives of Boigu had fled thither owing to
their fear of the Tugeri raiders.

The Rev. J. Done describes a girl’s puberty custom in Boigu (Man, 1923, No. 94, p. 150).
At the first sign of menstruation the mother, apu, told the father, fai. The girl’s maternal
aunt, nagwam, took the girl to the bush, where she was instructed what to do, and was
kept in seclusion for the duration of the period, while the chief maternal uncle, waduap,
called together the adult relatives for a feast, which always took place away from the
village and without the knowledge of the younger people.

Women’s puberty customs have been recorded for Saibai, Yam and Tutu, Mabuiag,
and Murallig (v, pp. 201-5). Boigu can now be added. This custom differentiates the
Western from the Eastern islanders, since it seems to be unknown among the latter.
Dr Seligman also records similar customs from North Queensland (v, pp. 205, 208).

The frequency of scarifications on Boigu women is noted in v, p. 158, and illustrations
of the marks are given there and in 1v, pp. 15 ff.

War ceremonial. Told to W. A. MacFarlane by Ausa, Dau and Dada.

At the site of the old kwod on Boigu is a large makair tree, about 80 ft. high, on which were
hung numerous human bones, and bones of dugong were strewn around; hence it was called
sibui put, “the place of bones” [sibos is & row of dugongs’ ribs and pus is a tree, vol. mx]. A church
has now been built on the zogo ground beside the tree.

Before going on a head-hunting expedition the Maisiri zogo was ‘“made” in the kwod at Boigu.
A circle of grass (that which is used for thatching) was laid down, other twisted and broken grass
was placed in the centre to make a nest, de-a-de, for Maisiri, which was a dark stone about the
gize of a human skull with eye-marks. Maiseri was brought out and put in the centre. A human
gkull was also brought and the frontal bone seraped, the scrapings being placed on the stone.
Then they took the leaf and flower of the fetur grass, which were rubbed to fragments and mixed
with. the skull-scrapings, to this were added kerikeri (ginger), matuo and manu (vines from New
Guinea) and paiwa bark. The whole mixture was poured over Maisiri by means of a half coconut-
shell. Some of the mixture was chewed by a man who spat it over Maisirs.

A man, named Waituku, was the Massiri mabdeg (man of Maisiri, or the zogo man), he turned
the zogo in the direction he proposed to go and said, ““Stretch your hand to where you want us to
go, so we can kill the people—you be with us”. After this was said, they watched carefully for the
sign of the blue fly. If blue flies came all round t.hey were happy, as it was an indication that

they would get plenty of heads.
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When the warriors took to their canoes, they burned fetur to make charcoal with which they
rubbed their brows. Waituku placed the Masisiri stone in the bow of his canoe, which led the way.
On reaching their destination they waited for the enemy to shoot first. Waituku took an arrow
that had been shot by the enemy, split it and threw it between his legs in the direction of Boigu.

. Then they started fighting. The heads of the slain were cut off, their blood drunk, and the liver and
other portions removed. '

When the canoes came ashore at Boigu, the mothers, sisters and wives of the men rushed down
to the beach and took heads from their relatives to carry to the kwod, and circled round the warriors
who advanced in lines carrying heads in their left hands and rolling like drunken men. Waituku,
carrying Massirs, headed the procession. They sang:

O Luramst kuramit!
O matwa! O kuramit!

(Maiwa is said to mean “head’”, but MacFarlane could not discover the meaning of kuramit.)

On reaching the kwod Waituku again made zogo with M aisiri. The heads were carried in the left
hand and put on mats all round the stone. The people then stood round Maisire with the heads in
their hands singing: )

Pepa Urmagrurie

arma pepd urmogruria
(This is the old language of Boigu; MacFarlane could not get an actual translation, but the
meaning was said to be “only men fight, not women™.)

The people danced round, singing a song of praise and rejoicing:

‘ a a a e e e
podd poda
(The dance in which both sexes join is called pipi [pibi kap, a war dance, v, p. 302].)

At the conclusion of the dancing the heads were hung on the tree and next morning were placed
on a high wooden platform, seer [sara, v, p. 249], and a fire was lighted beneath ; the heads remained
there until they were dry. Then the skin was removed by cutting down the forehead and down the
back of the head and then pulled off (removing the skin from the head is called ngarengar). The
jaw-bones were taken out and the flesh removed; this flesh was mixed with the hearts, livers, ete.
for the young men to eat later beside Maisirs, ““to make strong”. The four special women, who
alone were allowed to do this, took out all the bones.

The men painted themselves red and dressed up with cassowary feather head-dresses, etc. The
women led the next dance, the rida kabi or “bone dance”, followed by the men who carried bows
and arrows, stone-headed clubs, bamboo beheading-knives, etc. They sang:

zedita o wabebu
a zela a zeiq

(““Make smooth, make peace”, in the old language.)

All the bows [and probably all the weapons] were placed round the tree, only the skulls were
placed at the base of the tree, the jaw-bones were hung on sticks that formed a fence.

When all was finished the women had to leave and might not return; there was a death penaity
if they did, as the kwod was sacred to men.

The older men gave the livers, etc. to the young men to eat when no women were present. The
young men sab in a corner of the kwod, and if they objected to eat, the meat was forced down their
throats [cf. the kewaladi or pibi kap of Mabuiag, v, p. 302].

This is the only account we have of any ceremonial at Boigu. The natives were essentially
similar to those of other islands, but doubtless they had close connection with New Guinea.
In this war ceremonial there was nothing that might not have been done on any Western
island, and the stone zogo is quite characteristic. Vestiges of an old language in the songs
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are also common. The cult-tree has its parallel in Mabuiag, Nagir and Waraber, and there
is thus reason to believe that a sacred tree was usually associated with a kwod.

Boigu is an important island for the people of Mawata. All the spirits of the dead touch
at Boigu, as the mythical Sido did, on their journey to Adiri, the land of spirits. They
drink from the water-hole on that island and swim in it in order to get rid of the flies
which have swarmed after them all the way. In Boigu the spirits seem to appear in their
real shape as men and can be seen and identified by the people. All the spirits tie a piece
of string, a bundle of grass, or something else to a branch of one of the trees growing at the
water-hole. Landtman says that it is common at Mawata for people after a death to send
word to Boigu, asking what mark has recently been hung up in the tree, for this is the
place where death mysteries can be unveiled; and on seeing, for example, a dugong bone
tied on to the tree, they will soon find out the culprit who had secretly killed their relative
and take revenge (1927, pp. 286-8). An account of Sida’s visit to Boigu is given by
Landtman, 1917, pp. 112, 113, and of the origin of the water-hole and the rites to be
observed when drinking the water (1917, p. 537). When Sida (Sido) was dancing in Boigu
his twin mothers (v, p. 32), who had followed him there, gave him water to drink out of his
own skull; this shamed him so much that he killed them, one became a dugong and the
other a turtle, Sida then went to Adiri saying everyone must follow him.

Landtman gives the following tales about Boigu:

A boy, who grew up by himself after the death of his parents, married a number of girls,
buhere-buhere (these are unmarried mythical girls who live together in the bush, they do no harm
and are always willing to marry any man). This was the beginning of the Boigu people (1917,
p- 245).

Another version of the origin of the people is:

Baidam (shark) and his brother Avati lived on one side of the island and a number of girls on the
other. Baidam hearing the beating of drums on another island, Daninikava, ornamented himself
with leaves and danced, and then went to the island where the people danced to find out who could
win the beautiful girl, Maheruo or Poniponi (the former is the western Torres Straits and the
latter the Mawata name for “lightning”). Among the suitors were Amarova (raven), Kursi
(hammer-headed shark), Maitarinai (cranky-shark), Iodo (stone-fish), and Auna (sting-ray). The
girl liked Baidam best and gave him a branch of croton. The people fought, some jumped into the
water and became fishes, others became birds. Poniponi went up into the sky by means of her
navel cord, the end of which she threw up first; the flickerings of the lightning are her smiles
(p. 501). Meanwhile the girls picked up the leaves left by Baidam and stuck them in their
petticoats, and from Baidam’s ‘“‘smell’’ they all became pregnant. When Baidam returned he
kept seven girls and gave two to Avati (p. 268).

Debo and his brothers lived on Boigu, but no women. Some Bugi girls on the opposite mainland
climbed on a large bamboo which bent over to Boigu and landed them in a tree. The brothers
married the girls (p. 269).

Landtman (191 7, p. 316) gives the story of the discovery of the bullroarer by a Boigu
woman. : : '

A hiwai-abere (a malignant female being) took a fancy for a fine Bugi man named Kiba; she
transformed his baby boy into the first dugong. Children saw it swimming in the water, called
Kiba to come, and he erected a harpooning platform. When he speared the dugong he became
entangled in the line and the dugong towed him to Boigu, but not liking the place it went to
Dauan and thence to Buru, but that also was too near home. The dugong was stranded on
Mabuiag and Kiba sat on the dead animal’s back and wailed, ‘Oh, where is Bugi my place”.
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Some Mabuiag women who were fishing saw him and went to tell the men, who spared his life.
They cut up the dugong and distributed the meat, not knowing that it was really a boy. Kiba
was very well received and the two sisters who first saw him were given to him as wives. “He
remained in Mabuiag and taught the people there to spear dugong. He had learnt the art at
Bugi by himself without having been taught it by anybody. But the Bugi people do not any
longer know how to Harpoon dugong” (1917, p. 236).

In another version Kiba was a Boigu man, and when sailing from Boigu to Bugi he saw a
dugong which had been made in the same way as in the previous version. The dugong towed
Kiba in his canoe to Dauan, Mabuiag, “Muralago” and ““Muri” [Mer] and back to Boigu, there
the dugong ran on shore and died, and the people cut it up and ate it. Later Kiba and all his people
abandoned their human forms and became turtle (p. 237).

It is unlikely that the art of dugong fishing originated at Boigu and impossible that it
could have done so among the Bugi, who seem to have been essentially a bush-people.
Mabuiag has always been a centre for this fishery. The small Bugi country lies opposite
Boigu a little to the east of the Mai Kussa. Beaver (1920, p. 108) says: “It is within recent
years only that the Buji and other tribes have learned to use canoes...previously, I
believe, they used rafts to cross streams”, and he says that at the present time the people
called Bugi is made up of several broken tribes.

I collected the following tales about Boigu: “Dogai Metakorab and Bu” (v, p. 12);
“ Aukum and Tiai” (v, p. 56).

Aukum and Tiai lived at a small spot called Boigu on the north coast of Moa. The small boy
Tiai was killed and his spirit, mari, which had the appearance of a man, went to the island of
Boigu and alighted in the kwod where men were playing a game with small spears. He married a
Boiga woman. His mother Aukum went from island to island till at last reaching Boigu she found
Tiai, and, though she was a living woman, both of them disappeared in the ground after Tiai had
danced on a specially prepared sara in the middle of the sugu, the dancing ground in the kwod.
There is no suggestion in this tale that the Boigu people were spirits. It is strange that the spirit
of a Western islander should go to Boigu instead of to the mythical Kibu. In the Miriam tale
(v, p. 33) Aukem and Terer went straight from Mer to Mabuiag and thence to Boigu. The spirits
of all the Miriam go to Boigu (v1, p. 252), and it is doubtful whether in former days a living Murray
islander ever went to the island of Boigu. 4

Mutuk of Badu was swallowed by a shark, but on reaching Boigu he cut his way out. His sister,
who had married a Boigu man, befriended him. In company with some Boigu men he returned to
Badu, where all of them were killed (v, p. 89).

The dog-, pigeon-, geregere- and shark-men and two other clans came from Tuger (the land of the
Tugeri), each clan in its own canoe, and went to Boigu to ask where Bomai had gone. They fol-
lowed his wanderings from island to island till they came to the Murray Islands (v1, p. 40).

DATAN

Our information about the ethnography of this island is very meagre. For Mr Murray’s
note on the houses of Saibai and “Tauan” in 1871, see 1v, p. 99. '

D’ Albertis visited the island in 1875 and gives an account of “the devil’s house” [cf.
v, p. 333]; he continues: “To complete the description of this devil’s house, I must add,
that all the shells of the turtles killed in the place are placed in one long row, extending
from the little temple to the beach” (1, p. 8). ““Last year, at the end of November, I counted
the shells of sixty-five turtles; to-day [November 5, 1876] I saw but five... .This year 1
observed that there were no human skulls; last year there were two’ (ir, p. 210). His

remarks on the natives are not worth transcribing (1, p. 234; m, 207-10); he says the
6
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village consists of only two or three houses, which are near the sea-shore, a little above i
high-water mark. :

It is related (v, p. 316) that a Mabuiag canoe was lost when turtling because one of _
their own maidelaig put a spell on the crew by making wawuri. The Mabuiag men went to i
look for the lost crew at Baru, Boigu and Dauan, but they could not get any news; they -'
then fought the people of Dauan and killed the women—an entirely unprovoked attack
on a small and unwarlike island.

The following folk tales relate to Dauan:

Kabi, who went to the home of the sun and moon, lived at Kadau in Dauan (v, p. 11).
A version of this tale is given by Landtman (1917, p. 489), but in this story two Kiwai men
quarrelled about the identity of the sun and moon.

A mythical bird was hatched from an egg laid by Bukari of Dauan, who had become pregnant
by eating seeds from her ear-pendants when stranded on an islet near Boigu. She named the bird
“Kusa Kap” (fruit of the seeds). Previously her husband Maiwasa had been deceived by a dogaz,
named Gidzu; eventually Bukari killed Gidzu (v, p. 23). In Landtman’s version {1917, p. 225),
the man, Koudabo, and his wife, Bokari, lived at Buli on one of the hills of Dauan. A hiwas-abere
[these are malignant spirits who have the appearance of very ill-favoured women, and can take on b
the form of real women in order to deceive men ; they are the dogas of Torres Straits] spirited Bokari
away to Kusaro, an island beyond Boigu; Bokari cut off both her ear-lobes and swallowed them ;
after a few days she gave birth to a wario (hawk). The hawk rescued his mother, and Bokari killed !
the hiwai-abere. Koudabo and Bokari told the hawk that its name was bokars; hence the bird has i
two names, a general term, bokari, and a special one, wario. : {

Bamurab, & Dauan woman, married Sidauram, a New Guinea man, she was abducted by Nori, a :
snake ; various birds of Dauan who were her ‘“fathers” or “uncles’ attempted to kill the snake, but Ly
only the sea-eagles succeeded (v, p. 62).

Five hiwai-abere wanted to eat Koidabo, a Dauan man; they changed themselves into dugong,
and when Koidabo with his friends were on dugong-platforms on the reef, the false dugong swam
up and were speared by the men, all of whom were towed away by the hiwai-abere and were
transformed into dugong (1917, p. 235).

Landtman gives (1917, p. 155 and 1927, fig. 93) a photograph of a rock on the shore of Dauan
showing the cleft which is supposed to have been made by the bow of Kwoiam’s canoe when he
landed there (v, p. 72).

At the end of 1930 Dr P. Wirz spent a few days on the island ; he says “the construction
of Dauan proves without doubt that the island is of voleanic origin, though no eruption
has taken place on the island within living memory”’, and he might have added that the
activity was in pre-Carboniferous times. He gives the following tales:

(1) A version of the story of the journey of Kabai to the home of the sun, which differs somewhat !
from that given to me by Robert Bruce; he had a wife called Kadau. He set out in his canoe to l
Saibai and visited Mawata, ‘‘ Katedai”, ‘“ Djaguin island”’, the mouths of the Bamu and Turama,
passed down the coast to Samarai and out into the open sea [it is perfectly certain that in former
days no Torres Straits islander went so far east as the Delta district or had even heard of Samarai].
He first met a man who told him he was the Night, then they met three men, the Sun, Moon, and
Day; they told him that all things white, bananas, sugar cane, yams and the like belong to the
Day, all red things to the Sun, all yellow things to the Moon and black things to the Night.

(2) Gobai was seized by ten ddgai and each had a child by him, later he killed the children and
escaped; the ddgai were attacked and wounded by the villagers, they swam to Gebar, but !
eventually returned to Dauan where they still live in a cave on the south side of the island. A |
talking louse incident occurs in this tale.
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(3) A version of Kusa Kap, the mythical bird. Bikara, the wife of Kaudau, was seized by Gize,
a ghost woman who had great ears, and she swam to Kusara where she bore an eagle child, whom
she called Kusakav. Kaudau married Gize. Finally Kusakav killed Gize.

(4) The story of Kogia who came from the west with a gun and made friends with a Kiwai man,
Meséda, is of little interest or value.

(5) Taikobo, who lived at Kuku on Dauan, was lame in one leg and lost all the fish he caught as
his basket was full of holes. A girl, Butu, loved him, for his hair was ruddy from the sea water.
She climbed into a tree and sang, but Taikobo always went with his eyes on the ground and did
not see Butu, but suddenly saw her reflection in the water, and they married.

(6) A crab, gitalai, lived among the roots of a big mangrove; a seedling fell and pierced the
carapace of the crab; a akul shell cut the seedling in two; fire, wata, came and burnt the shell;
water came and began to extinguish the fire; a quail came and drank the water; the water called
out to an arrow; the arrow pierced the quail; the water lowed out. Some Mabuiag people were on
a turtle hunt and accidently cut the bladder of a turtle, the gall became mixed with the water and
the sea became salt. Until then all water had been tasteless. Wirz thinks that this tale ““is probably
of foreign influence”; Ray (111, p. 224) published & version of it in the Muralug dialect, which T
. repeated with notes in vol. v, p. 106, there is no evidence that it has been adapted from European

tales of the same type, though there is a close analogy. (Folk-Lore, 1932, pp. 285-294).

SAIBAI

The following account by Capt. Moresby is the first description of the island.

““Saibai is well populated, and the principal village contains about 600 inhabitants [in 1898 there
were less than 200]. The houses are well sized, and two stories high—the latter a peculiarity not
elsewhere seen by us [1v, p. 100, fig. 136]. These houses are built on poles in the ordinary way; the
upper room is used as the better chamber and sleeping place, and the lower, which is formed by
thatching in the poles, as a store-room for weapons and fishing-gear. The sleeping place contains
some rude mats on which to lie at night, and. is reached by the simplest of ladders—a piece of
notched wood. Human skulls are suspended round the houses, but the people are not cannibals;
they have plenty of vegetables and fish, of pigs, in which the island abounds, and a supply of
turtle and the flesh of the dugong, which is very good eating, and tastes rather like veal [the
canoes were of the usual type, 1v, p. 205]. The weapons used here are iron tomahawks, bows, and
arrows barbed with wallaby bones, and poisoned, which are said to cause convulsions and rapid
death [it is a common belief that certain arrows were poisoned, but there is no reliable evidence
that this was done, 1v, p. 182].. . .The women wear their hair cut close, except a narrow ridge from
ear to ear, which is left under an inch long (1v, pl. I, figs. 3, 4). Many of the men cut theirs
quite close, and wear wigs made of matting, with narrow ringlets fastened in so closely, that
for some time we thought them the natural hair [rv, p. 30]. They go nearly quite unclothed.
Polygamy is general amongst the natives of the Torres Straits Islands, and the crime of infanticide
prevails.” Feby. 1873. (Moresby, 1876, pp. 133, 134.)

Various sociological items have been recorded in vol. v: kinship terms, p. 139; totems,
p. 155; clans and dual division, pp. 171, 174, 177; pregnancy customs, p. 194; treatment
of the afterbirth, p. 197; seclusion of girls, p. 201; catamenia, p. 207; initiation, p. 215;
head-hunting raids, p. 298; mawa ceremony, p. 349; and in vol. 1v: houses, p. 99; masks,

. 297, .

F The following was told by an old woman of Saibai, which I found among the MSS. of
Mr Bruce that were sent to me, but apparently it was not written by him.
Girls in their first courses, maubu, go into the bush for three or four months (but now

they stop in the house), one washes the other and some old women accompany them. It
6-2







