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Excerpt from Foreign Relations of the United States
Japan: p3s 14

Page 756

Memorandum by the Secretary of State |
/Washington,/ November 21, 1941

Ambassador Kurusu called at my actel apartmert at his request.
He had no buciness to take up with msS excapt to refer To the
Japanese interpretatlon of tre Tripertite Fact and handed mo a
draft of a pavner waich he propased to sign DY way of z.Lcmpted
elarificatis~, I lucked at the paper and then asked Mr, ¥urasn
whether he h:d anything more on tre waole subject of a peaccfal
settlement to offer. H3 renlied that s did 1..v. =+« sald tnat I
did not think this would tc of any particular heln ~rd so dismissed

{t, This was virtually all that wes gaid of impc™ian. e.
¢,ordell/ /ull/

[Enrax]

Draft Letter Handed by Mr. Sabur¢ Kurusu to the Secretary
of State on Novembzr 21, 19ii.

- W

Weshington, November 20, 1941

Mr. Secretary: Through several conversation[EZ'I have had the
honor of holiding with Iowr I'xozllency, T wgs rouner surprised to
Tearn that g de2-p=-3z:cted micconceptlon vrevaeils among ~ur people
about the oblligatiun whicli J.pan assumed under the T.ip~rtite fact.,

As Your Exsellency is fully aware 1 am the one who signed the
said treaty under the inatru-ticns of mv Gover . menl; and I am
very happy to mo¥e ths follow.ng statement which I trust will serve
to eradicate tae aforesaid falso impression:

It goes without saying that this treaty can not and does not
infringe, in any way, upca the soversign rignt of Japan as an 1lnde-

pericent stzte.

Besides. 28 Article III of the Pact ~Tands, Japan is 1In a
position to !nterrrec 'Ts obligation freely «..a inc - _-andently and
1s not to be bound Iy une interpretation waich the ~ther high con-
tr.sting parties muy maks of 1t. T ahould 1like r+ o1 Lhat my
Government is nou ~“bligated by the affc.oexe b one . treaty or any
other international engageusrt o become A so0llaborator or CO=
operacor in any geression whatever by any third Power or Powers.

My Government would never pro ject the penple of Japan i1ato war
at the behest of any foreign Power; 1t will ac~ept warfare only
as the iliimate, inescapable necessity for the maintenance of 1ts
security and the preservatlion of nationil life ag:2inst active 1in-

JUStiCB.

I hope that the above statement will assist v-nu in removing en-
tirely the popular susp’.cion which Your Exceller..; has repeatedly
referred to. I have to add th:«t, when a commiete Understanding 18
reached bet.2e~ us, Your Excollency may feel perfectly free to

publish the prosent communicatlon.

I have [fete/




