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du.y sworn an oath as on at%iched sheet and

In accordance with the protedure followed in mv country T

herecy dercse as follicws,

l. Ny name is "IRAQKA, bosr. in. The: Hivoshine
Ll

Junzo. T wag |
Prefecture- on Jzauary 1, 1890, the a;rd year of Nelji, and

ppcinted second lievtenant in the Aimy on Dec. 25, 1912 ~the

lsv year of Taisho. After having passed, since then, through

dirary coursea 1In the Army, I was appointed an attesche to the
uommanﬁer cf the Burma Area Army in Narch 1943, and remained
in.the seme post to the end of the war.

I was Colonel at the

¢ilme of surrender. I am now detained in Sugamo Prison,

2. In the last part of February, 1944, T wés appoirted to

hold the additional post of the adviser to the Burmese Covernment

and had, thereafter, comparativelf many opportunities to contact
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with the lmportant men, in the Burmese Government preslacd Wer

by Dr. Bahmo.

3. Gen. KIMURA, who assumed his post as the Cormander of
e Burmese Area Army in the middle of Septnrbﬁﬂ 1944, amidst
'uhe most difficult situation both politisslly and strategicullv
since the Impahl operation, made 1t his special cor:cern to
seCure the cqnf;dence of the Burmese people, So since his
firsn arrival, lhs took-advantage of every posslnle opportwuity

to emphasize 1ts importance and to warn the solldiers under his

command, 2s well as the Japanese reaidents in Rurma. %o ‘v o2
b J - >

affect.:

S

L. Since *the lztter part of October, 1614, Gen. KIMURA hac
several close e pveruatighjwitn many ie2ding men of the Burmes:
Governmens. ¥very time when T happencd to atZend, he listened
earnc:etly Yo tlie Bummese, letting them frankly advance their
crinlons without reserve at each meefing for five or-six hours.
Ficking uvp suggestions fof improvemenp presented, he transmitted
cnem to those cancerned 1mmediqtely.for corrections.

) These talks were heartily reéeifed by all Rurmese leaders.

r1e Burmese feclings toward Japan were greatly improved through

these méetihgs.'

‘5. Gen. KINURA, Ambassador ISHII and Dr. BAHMO had regular
talks, at least- once a month, and tried to promote mutual unde r-
stendings. Since about "February, 1945, the strategical situstion
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in Burma became worse day by day and the living conditions of

the Burmese people became worse also. So Gen. KIMURA often
orewarned his staff officers that though they were preoccupied
by pressure of severe operational demands, they must not forget
the feelings of the Burmese people, and that they should not

lose thelilr populérity with the Burmese, even at the sacrifice of
some part of the military operations, and had directed the releas:

of some textile goods from the Japanese Army to the Burmese

civilians, and the limitation of the quantity of grain purchased

by the Japanese Army. Furthermore, I often witnessed the scenes
in the Departmental Chief Conference or other occasions, in
which he was urging the Chief of the Medical Department of the
Army under his assignment to promote medical relief for the
sick and wounded caused by bombardment: etc., among the Burmoss
people.

6. Listenlng personally to the peorles! voice through the
Burmese leaders, Gen. KIMURA had, notwithstanding the scarcity of

paper, a leaflet entitled "The Attitude to Take Toward the Rurmase

People" complled, printed and distributed among soldiers and the
Japanese resildents. Furthermore, he had the Vice Chief of his
Staff, etc., give lectures on the kindly treatment of the Burme se
peoples to the important Japanese civilians in Burma.

7. Such sympathy and sincerity of Gen. KIMURA as above men-—
tioned toward the Burmese people helped regain the Conference of

the o -
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Burmese in the Japenese Army which has been lessening through

her disadvantageous war situation in the whole Pacific battle
area, especlally in Burma, so that.the anti-Japanese underground
movements by some groups of Burmese who were arising since the
ralny season of 1944 was temporarily stopped.

It was about November, 1944, that many Burmese leaders, com-
prising Dr. Bahmo, Vr. Takin Miya (Vice Premler), Mr. 1T Ton /un
(Minister of Cooperation), Mr. Takin Tanton (Minister of Demand
and Supply) and Mr. Uba Win (Home Minister) told me that thev
were happy toc have a benevolent Commander with good understanding
good will and deep sympathy toward 3urma, and that they expected
that the anti-Japanese atmosphere which wes aprearing iIn some
groups of the Burmese would rrobably be swept away.

8. In February, 1945, when the war situation in many dis-
tricts was a4t a most adverse stage to Japan, the handeraft
exhibltion was held at Rangoon under the sponsorship of the
Japanese and attracted the Burmese numbering from 50,000 to
100,000 every day. Furthermore, movie theatres in Rangoon City,
numbering seven or eight in 211, were almost packed every day and
night even after the rebellion of the National Defense Army in

the latter part of March of the same year.

9. At the time of evacuation of the Japanese Army from
Rangoon, Gencral LILTURA, having deliberetely deecided not to
2ot L
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incur the war disaster upon the 3Burmese people, prohibited, by
order, the burning of the property of the Burmesc psople. ..t
the evacuation, furthermore, he left the Burmese leaders to do
as they liked and so a half of the ministers remained- in Rangoon.
10. As the adviser to the Burmcse Government, I
sometimes heerd the Burmese Government complain of the Jjunior
grade Japanese military men end civilians, but I never heard,

during the tenure of my office, of the cruelty committed by the

- T—

soldiers of the Burma .,.réea .rmy spoken of by either Governmental
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guthorities or . .the people.

On vhis 8 day of July 1947

.At Ir I‘-'Ia Tt Ft E-
ol A D e

DEPONENT /S/ HIRLOKL, Junzo (seal)

I, KORETSUNE, Tatsumi, hereby certify that the above state—
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ment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and

seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

Cn the same date
.t the same place

Jitness: (signed) /S/ LORETSUNE, Tatsumi (seul)
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In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the-whole

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/8/ - HIRLOKA Junzo(seal)




