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Trunsluted by
Defense longuage Bronch
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~RuKI, Scdeo e cl.

Sworn Leposition (wiwnsiction)
leponcut @ WURLT.., Shozo

Hoving first duly svorn an oath &s on attachod .8heot cad i accor=

damce with thd procedure followed in ry country 1 licroby depose &8

followse.

1.

2e

1, 1URaTa, Shozo, wis born on Cetobor 6, the llth yeor of Lieiji

(T 1079) at iLiaIbhCrl-cho, .:&:i\-uy:.-x-i‘ufd. Tokyo city. I graduated

the Tokyo Hizhor Cocwmerciud 2chool in the 33rd yecor of kieijl. L'I'ﬂ!1900)

Wftor thct, I work:sd with tho CSali. SHOSEN k. ISH. until 1940. 1Yy

last post with thc Company wus thit of its presicent.

iy politiecl ccrecer wis in genorel s follows:

Comunicotions ninister in the Sceond KOHOYE Cobinct (1940)
(Yoncurrently cppointed ﬁf.:ilww viinister for & tinme. ILotoer ci-
elusively Coumunicctions kinisters)
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Comxaunicutions Winister wb «hna Third KOWNVR Achince (1941)
Concurrcntiy the Roilway Ministcre Rosigned on October 14, 1941.
z;glong, w7ith the gonorel resignetion of tho KONOYE Cabinct .

Fobrucry 11, 1942. wppointed «dvisor to tho Jo'wnuso iy in the

Philippinus; |

JPtor tho indepencenso of Pnijippine -hleh toke placc on october 14,

19344 I bscwie tic Joi. . nese snbasscdor Flenipotentiary to the

Failippinus wud roa.ined in tho office until Luzust of 194k

1 will stote toe circwigtuices <t tha tiuo I was asppointed Qi &d-

visor to the JiiwuesSy «Iuy 1N the E&ii’ippin&s. 1t wes when I WGS

on o tour of Chiug ftor Ly resiznotion a8 Corzaunications liinister in

e

the Third LCWOYZ Cubinet thoet the Gre.t Ecs$ .8ia Jor broke out; S0

I returncd to Jopens Two or threa wacks cfter ny retura, I WeS aeked
by ‘.Prcmiur 70J0 to t.ke the offiece of i cdvisor :co the J:.:p.::uesu' W ITY
in tln, Fhilipriucse when 1 deelined his propost.1l, since 1 iicd o
knowléﬁga of the rhilippiaes, Frowier TCJO told o s zoothing to the

-

folloving offuct. #To tell you thoe trutsd, ve frilud in the woatge-

~ont of ldcucnuric bocousc e ontrusted the t.sk sololy to wilitery

of the :
officurss This tiue I Jwat & suporintoadent vho is outsido ailitarys
" A

I had, &8 you know, O into.ation of bedaaing tho Prenicr and to form
n Cobincte But it becous so thot 1 wes forced to cccopt it. Now I
ain suffouring o grout deul in decling with ths U. Se «o cnd Britcin

as oppohoents. 50, ot this tims, @s &n old fri:ad, won't you holp
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et

1 thereupon cccepted his proposul unc onditionally, feeling that

I should scrve Ly couniry 2ven &5 4 soldier.

he DNe:t, 1 will specic about the positica- _iturtion in the Thilippines

around the tine of independence. &t the time I assuned Ly DPost, the

Piilippines w&s under villitary aduinistration of the J onese «XilYe

Llthough the Couisnder of 'tha Jupanese ATLY Was at the front ct

Corregidor wnd Batalu gt the tiie, military administration was exe=

cutaed by the Jajpunedce Superindaudaat-cencrul of 1ilitary .duinist-

;pinly for polit ical

ration who was ot lienilc and was reosponsible

.1 politics was counitted to prominent Filipinos,

affcirs. But inter.s

who orgunized un Ldministretive Couaaitted nnd executed odninistra-

tion following the will of the Jup.nese alllye The Preaident of the

Camittce was ilr. Vargas. I peliove this Cxmittee was orgacized

on Januery 23, 1942 The opinion of +his adninistrative cocmittes

was, at first, oculy tc ;ive assistence to tho Japam se IV in order

to meintein pecoe wid order in the Phil_ippines. ieanwhila, however

in Jepun, Bremicr T0J0 <ude « speech in the Diet of Juonuary 21, 1942

thet if the Filipinos 7ould uncerstiand Japan's intentionh and coope-

e with Jepun, Jupan twould ba rec.dy to give the Philippines the

satly wolconzd by the Filipinos

rat

honor of inderendence. This was gv"

and iapressed thea fovorauly. .pd s the iy acguaintance with the

Jepanese LIy deepened, viey bl LI sndcerstaend the true intention

of. Japan. Octses wobly vy 0Ggsr ° « 40w v soTOTEYIVE attitude
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towards thc Japunese aruy by dogroe. However, incsruch vs it was
o poriod of militery cdiinistretion, their desires ncturally
could not be sctisfied. llorcover, Japan not only wes fizatiog &t
Corre_idor and in Batwan, buv aid 0o vere still many foruer .-
Fhilippine soldiors and American soldiirs in variosus c1v0as.
WHBC ardinglv ~ilitary sdministration wes axacuted in an arcea which
ws8 €3 it were . buttle field_at.d it was oanly natural that good
adr:inistrotion «aié not ba asteblishcd. Shortly aftcrwards, how-
ovar, Corrcgidor wnd BatuLn fell, and tho zrecter pert of tit
Filipino =nd Amcriccn officers and wen verce nado prdsoners of war.
But a pert of tanm escuped and, conczaling themsclves in cvery
arse, begea suerrilla warfarc togsthar with these who had alroady .
been aiding hoere cnd therce. O ace.unt of this, the situation
bacax such thot zameh offort had to be expeaded in svoeping ouey
these gucrrillas, Iu apite 5f the wbove situction, howsvor, the
adiinistrotion by the Filipiuos b litrnila was greatly inproved
ovinz to tho foct thct this city wus the centre of Fhilippino and
also tho pivot of uil uffalirs.

In Janucry of the ozt Jsoor, tho 13th ycer of Showa. (TNs 1943 )
Prepder TOTO twounccé in the Liet a ccucrcic plan of grouting the

Fhilivpines indzpendence in the near futurc. In consequcnce of the

sbova dcelorction, tue rhilippincs buelune indepcnéent on Cctober 14
4

of tho stLS JetXs wur ™ilip.aze oot “ndevcndence. But before

| this, it ~a" aorunsers .t sest Lvdes oA, to rovise her consti-
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| tution., For rlis'purposa, the Janeso amy selected lir- Jaurel,

who had a thorough knowledge of constitutions and the laws of the
Fhilippines, and 1ad <n established reputetion as a man of firm
character, end appointed him the Cui- of the Coumittee for Revising
the Constitution. The Coamittee was urguuized on the rccoutaendation
of Mr. Iaurcl. It ccnsisted cf all the =enoors of the [dministrative

Camittee (Presiient - iir. Varges) menticned above, and other persons

proninent and of r.srecteble character fram amonZz the citizens. Ly

the efforts of these persons the constitution wes revised and the
and had
Philippines beecams independent on 14 October 1943 3ts own governe
ment. The Nationel issembly was convened at this time in accordeance
with the new constitution, but as therc was no time to spare,‘the
members of the wssombly were elected by & provisional election law
based on ths constitution. This assembly made the election of the
President, end i... faurel wes elected President. President laurel
selacted the .t of the Cabinew, nd the politicel organization
was gradually ~sszo'lished according to the provisions of the consti-
tion.
Jepan maintsined 2 con-interference policy regerding this revi-

sion of the coustitution. On account of this, the republican system
was adopted os the polity of the Philippines just as it always had

been and the territory <% avivual flhg were also left as they were.

Regarding this territory, 1v i stid iho’ SOB of the Japanese wanted

|

L n
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.o asidc iindineo Island fox Jep-n for militery and other purposes Ky

But Fremier TOJO emphasized, "This must cbsolutely not be done, 4O

£
:

not ovon set & Tingor on iti" LS & result of this, the entire ‘ten.-

ritory bocemes that of vhe Ehiliprines Republic,
«nd regerding the national laugw-o of the Fnilippines, Lpglish
end Spenish was the official languege before the independencee.

ifter indepe: innce, however, "I'agalog becare the officiel language.

President Louvme! «ctually made speeches in Tagelog.

sgein after tue independence, the Foreign Office, which hed

hitherto never becn in the Philiprines, was ssteblished. 4&nd & very

influenticl person WaGS appointed the Foreign Lilnister, igain, as 1

saw it, Jepan did uot interfere &lnaost at all in the proceedings in-

side the Netional ~ssembly,though the bills proposed in it and the

nmethod tu of noposing them vicre quite in Jmerican style. Indeed,

aftorvards thore were saxw bills whrich did not seem toO agracable

but Japei never inberveaed. Ia short, 1 think these viere not con-

tredictory to tho plen of ths contral cuthoritics of Japan who in-

tended to louave LU0 -4-inistration and indopendonce of the

Fhiliupiaes tu tac ¥1lipiaos snd thelr own judgemunt. But regerding

Fhilippine iandependenco ve did rcny beneficiel things for theme

The more iaportant oncd &aong then viere as follows.

(1) slthough & brinze statuc of Rizal who advocated independence
~r the Fa.li meues culivy £ho days of Spainish rule, ®tood

at the plreg of nis oxecuu. = 1ig birth-place was almost
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» for.ctten by ths Filipinocs. .o built & house there of ¢ conu-
struction of & houss of the cxiet tyre in which he was born
in ordsr 1o cucaurcge the independengs siirit of tne Filipinous.

(2) «ith o view to bringinz up wHi. @n for the independent state,

we Sslocted elcellent young rnen wiong the Filipines cud ssat

thois t3 Jarun for study ut such schools ws they chuse for thea-

Selves,

(3) In the scc:n” .or of the Fhilippine's indspeozdence I maneged
to'gat the Jz2rancse Goverma nt to doncte 500,000 pusos, wad
in offering it, ¢ suid, 'Please use this for the youths of the
Fhilipvinas, its .nnner of disposition end the cdatoils we will

loevae entirely ur to you.! The Avrssicant cnd the Educetion

lilnister were wvorjoyed.
(4) Improveuwnt in ths cgriculturcl land vies a metter clulming |

prior settle:s:nt in the Philiptines which ie an egriculturel

netion., iic made lanay efforts for this cud under military ad-

ainistration. Then, with ¢ view to esteblishing ¢ zeneral

plan, tae Chiefl of the sngriculture Burecu of tis Failippines
visited Tuli.id for investigition with five or six scholers
who haud « zood knowlcdge of egriculture. I nade arrangonesnts

with the uovermnsat-denercl of Twl.iN to give thea freedom in

investizuting unywhere they wished. I askad . their opinion

regerding the results of Juinan's O-yecrs adainistration in

TaluilN in compurison to the r-ory works ..ol the achievements




accowplished by the U, .S‘ a'8s 40 yser rule in the Fhilipping's.
They preised the results in T..lsaN. Thoy praised them so imnoh,
‘ thot tisy oevea suid themselves, "ue way well be suspected of
? having received bribery fram ihe zovernusnt of TiTiclv."
(5) In my capccity s advisor to the touy, I also organized an
invostigction comiittoe und medo vorious investipgeticas for

the iadepeisziucs of the FPhilippines. Thore werc of course

pleaty of zorns-ta prepered by the .mericans. But 1 insisted
that, iuastuecih es thdﬂtﬁ reports were cde froa tho standpoint
of americans, wn had t5 carry on our cwa investigetions fram
tho steandpoint of Qrisatals. iy vizv was not supported by
Heedquirturs of the «rmy. Howsver, <hen I talked with Premnisr

TCJO later in Tokyo, he approvad ny rlen. So I called on 2ad

requested Lhe mrosidents of vurious suniversities end collzgos
to dispaten investigetious to use. Thercupon ngpay profassors, |
includinz 1%288r3. Ai0Valuw ,TQwTe, SUGILURL, 0Sullla, SUEKis,

ITO otc., toxcther w.ith their ablo assistunts, came to the .
Philiprines to sturt the invastizotions.,

Lt thet tie the inderzndonce of the Fhilivpines wes prac-
tically inpossible without the aid of the United States, for
up to that tiue the Fhilippinzs had been depsndeut upon the
United Stautes in cluost cvury restect. For example, thomh

the Filipinos wers veoy Tond of cigurettes, all cigerettes had

er
3
J
]

bean imnortesd frum the imiel i (.ly cizars werc nroduced
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in large quuntity in the Failiprvines. In the way of rice ton
about 10% had to be imported. Uander such circwistences it ...
seered tanat the Philippines was herdly qualified for indepcu~
‘dence, unless sue could produce for horself sufficient :uaount
of clothing uatericl, cigarsttcs and all sorts of daily nece-
ssitics., Thercforc clready during the period of nmilitary ecd-
‘! ministration we invited, in unticipution of the future, many,
spacinlists to the Fhilippines in wrder to help tha militcary
governmont eacoursge the growing of cotton, gellow  tobaceo,
' hbrai'-rica. o«ithouzh tney had & little hithnrto, in regaerd
to cotten-groving, theories wnd cpinions ospecially differed
widely a3 to its practicebility. herafore we invited & pro-
fessor from Jupan to make a study.cod as his report showad
thet cotton could be groun in sane parts of the country, we de-
cided to oncourage cotton-zroving. oo werc of ciurse preperad
to suffer losscss ths first few years. In order to grow zood
cotten 1:1&.:1%:5,.%.@ sntrusted the tzsk to bix spinning canpsnies

end develojent cowmpanies. Of cOurse no good results could be

L

expected in turee or five years, end all of these companies,
suffcred losscs s we had anticipcted. Yellow tobacco-groving
shoved quite successful results in scme purts of the country.

| This could be tnouzght of that its groving was possible but not

L
allowed to kecp thowm depsadent n iupert. Horai-rice showaed

_1 _
1 | -9 -
]
|
F |
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200d results in the first yccr, but not so in tha second

YEET o

' NE" (@) ,The fact thet no military forces were organized at the tims

- . = - - # . - 3
i - e o J e vy ™
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of independence was based on ~n cgrocrment providing that
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Japan would be responsible for the dofense of the rhilippines.
Of course a cunstabulery wus organized,

The wor situation in the South-western Pecific was dis-
advantazoous tu our side especially aftzr the independence of
the pPhilip.ines, Iu fact, tha Fhilippines was under iazinent
threat of atteck fron without. Therefore, it vas only natural

é that the couatry could not be ruled solely on the will of the

1 independent zoveranusnt of the Filipinos. Bosides, it wes agre-
cd, as icntioned above, batviccn the Fhilippines and the Japaness
army that Japan would undertcke to defund the: formere At thct-
tlue the Jupripse army haéd, on the osna hand, to fulfil its own
propsr nission, cud, on the sther, to defend the Fhilipiriuss,
Therefore, from a wilitory point of view, the independsanos of
Philippines vwias not complete at that derly atage.. But this is
a point liich the rresideat himself was fully awars of.
ucreover, the Couucndor of the Japaneuse Army declered that the
Japanese forces viculd withirnw as soon as the War v.-.ﬁs OVET'e

1 personally leerned thet fromiir TOJO was also of a siimilar

opinion,
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Iromicr JOJO's declurution concerning tho indepondence of
the Pailippines was grected enthusiastically by the Filipinos.
dhen the TOJO Vabinet resigned, the filipinos secr:d quite
worried. Therefore, I iavited menbers of the press of Japan
cnd the Ihildppines and said: "Gdbinet changes in Japan do
not in the least affect Jeopun's policy. Japen will invari-
ably support thc independonce of ;chc Philippines. There is
no doubt ws to this point as for as the Qreat Zast isia Co-
prospurity Sphero is concernede" 4«1l prescot seomod ronzsucod
at uy stotcuont, This shows how cnthusicetioslly Fremier
TOJO's doclaration was welcowed by the Filipincse

Int ™~ give you an exanple indicuting how mueh Premicr
TOJO was welcorwd by the Filipinos. 1 reoubsr the tiro the
Proicr come to the Philippinos. 48 soon as he alighted
fras his plense, he approached the acmbers of the cabinet who
wore assembled to groot him and shook hards with each of thenl.
This wes cntirely different from the cttitude iLrmy Comanders
took ené they (Mmis Cobinct aembers) .ere over joyede. dn
another oceasioa, ufter having ucde an addross to an assem=-
bly of more than a hundrod thousand peoplc, I saw him walk
fraw the necting place to his hotel, although he could have
used & Cc&r. This shous that he wished so cagerly to be with
the Filipiaos thet he never thought of his own porsonal
safety. From this spirit c2an we 300 thct ho heartily wishod.

- 1_ -l —
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e ¢£-r the independence of the Philiprines. The popularity of

Pre:aier TOJO'S pddress et that time was truly sonmothing.

of the Philippines there is a plece

In one of the citiete.

called 'Luncta' rerk. The mayor of that city once offered

ts renace it to vp0J0 Rerk! but lir. TCJO laelined the of for

say ing "'pléc.sc refrain®.

(8) #lthough verious circuastences neccasitated frequent changes in

the post of the Commander of the Jopanede arny in the Philip-

pines, frau Guile HOE#A 1O Vone Tillalh, GONe KUROD.. and finally
to Gene YadiSiITa, 0O chief of staff, Wone JuCHl rerained in
o oo to assume his post one OT

hig office for & 1long roericd -~

two wecks ofter Ly arrival and sorved until Gen. Yw'LAS_HIT;;'a

Hyis reputation as chief of staff and a military

wonder as he had sincerity in

arrivel.

governer was very good and no

endeavoering to meke the rhilippines & fine countrye.
1 will stete o faw things ¢ d>ncornlng the so-called ipeath-march’,

5' NOX‘b'
ca 'Death-march’ refers to the

1 am not surs whether the alleg
Filipino prisoaers of war or the A ricca prisoners of wer but as far

as the march of the jporiccn prisoners of WoT ¢roam Corregidor to

1 recollect as onc of the spec=

their internocnt comps is coneerncd,

tators that there were no Geeths. DBut among the Filipino soldiers

it is truec, were Slue who died. comcerning this I will state the cir-
cunstances as 1 sav them at the time I vent to Batadne Lt that time

. the Filipino forcsS, who had xeDdt wvithin tho provinee of Bateen,

1o, =
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of forcd to surrender to us togother with the people of that pro-
vinoey, «niong the Filipinos who oro capturod soize worc lying clong

the rocaside. I vent to sse the irmy ComrnGer, who scid to nos

*I nover expceted so many. I thouzht thet, incsmech cs thoy offered

to surrcnder, therc would be sow: thirty or forty thousand at most.
But as ¢ .otter of feet there are nearly @ hundrede. Thousand!l il
wors quitc ct < loss how to roemove tha. First of all, right now, WO
" have very fou trucks and we do not hove thet auch focde Jgoin there
cro those vho wro afflicted with neluria and othor sickneas. Ve had
groct difficulty i transporting thooe® Such were the circumstc.nc,ea_fm

as thoy roully worge. I SupLoso Sore ODd .ust have ettached the torm,

‘Decth-mareh! t2 either one of the chovo To ¢vents. This is somathing

il et - R —

I heard frou & Filipino, but he scid to nes "1 hove & Llo@é of things to

suy but amoni other things for one things, Jaincnesc soldicrs in the

PO\ ccmps take the trouble to slecp with tho PO.'s and niess at the

gamc tcoble with thoni.*

- - - - -

I heve heord that Gen. HQAW. the Coarmxinder of the Lmy, had
Jup. aese planus &rop o picud lecflots, scying, “we do not hold the
; Filipiuo people 4s chwlics®. “ +hink thet tiiis is cn idew which
Gon. HQGdin cdhored to the ¢nd. Fory though it wus vaory difficult
to treet Reerly zuc hundrod thousaad P0./'s, @waiong w.dn any werc sick,

o Gsne HGaw graduslly frocd tham, cnd this whilce othur bgttlos were

T o dall e T~

il
{
|
l
|
still going oh. This warued the hetrts +f the Filipinos very much 9‘
i
1
>
's
)
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for the POW's had nos expected to be sot free before the end of the
‘lay, These WihO VeI §11 or who cuane fron distant places vere libercted
chead of the otiers.

6. Noext, I will state the circuastinecs at the time tho Jopaneac
forccs wore difected, cnd werc coupellcd ot losty to roscrt to gusrilla
werfore and cauult S0 of the allegecd ctrocities.

it thet tiae, Gel Y.iL.SHITL, the cormander of tho (Il was

ith us in @ ountolinous rofion. So e knew nothing of such atrocitiecan

being comnitted. I +hink the losing battle affocted the Jabedese
goldisrs to sucl & dusrec chut they bec&us cl@acst arazy.

The ccumander of our nuvel gurriscn in Manile &nd othors lost con-
tact with headquoricrsS, and took indeuvendedt and sepuarate action with~
out receiving crders. after the Japcness forces broke avay from
wienila cnd vient intc the mountainsg, tuoy oWE to regerd ull Filipinos
as hospile to thed, bucausc thoy could aot distinguish between the
onemy dnd those Wno wore nobe. Those Who ropsined there couldn'd have
boen much so thuy Werw taoken for thé cneny ond dealt with as the
Ja prresi  bEoops, dids

on thip 27 doy of Daceabor, 1947

ot the SUGLO Frisone

(R FONISHT /5/ 1dURTL Shozo (scal)




=

—

we, horeby certify that ths above statement was sworn by the

Deponent, who affixed hic signature and seal thereto in the presence of

the «witnesseSe

On the same data, a* v~ . a2 2.
ii.ness: /s/ SIOBLR: Tokisaburo (seal)

KAVLIEOPO, Yukio

U- S. i\{. D. CiViliaH
Enployee

QATH

In accordance vith my conscience I swoarsto-tell the whole truth

withholding nothing end adding nothinge.
/3/ LURATA ‘Shozo (seal)
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