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An Exderpt from the Proceedings (shorthand record) of the First 1
Session of the Public Poace Maintenance Bill (introduced by the ‘
Government) Camittee
(First Fart Omitted) A
', COALITTEE MESTING
The meeting opened at 10:30 A.M. on Monday,
.13- i the 23rda of February, 1925.
i The following committee members were present: |
: The Chairman of the Coomittee . H.AED&, YONeZOseeos s e
f}; :':.-- The following bill was considered at today's session:
The Public Feace Maintenance Bill
3 -~ introduced by the Goverument -- j
(The shorthand record follows.) '_f
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The Camittee Chaimasan MAEDA:

"The Public Feace Maintenance law Committee will now open. First,
a member who wishes to speak on the prrogress of proceedings shall be

allowed to speek.® ...
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Camittee member YOKOYAili:

*Since the Justire Ministex is present now, I should like to have

him give a goperal elplenation,’

State Minist-r “iaviA:

*In general I rcu 9%ca uctning =wev to whas the Hoare Minister
explained al tho olensrs s27zion of tLs Tlet sometime ago, However, as

further explanation it eguestn? ! will give it once more,

‘In recent times, with chorgee iL sociz) ~ouditions, there has
be.n the growth of radical and dangerous thoughts. Not a few persons
are attempting to disturd order in violation of the laws - the land,
There are perscns who advocete aparchism and comunism, and oven try

to put these theories into practive,

*Rarticularly the d~wnfall of the Russien and the German Bnpires

appears to have given a consideradle shock to the minds of our nationals.

radical thoughts, anarchism, sanmsunisn, and other ideas in EBurope and
averice have influenced Japan not a little, Fpecially, in accordance
with changes in the ecopomins 393 Lhe general social conditions at

haope, thoughis o gea=-31 s~ H_ght be inevitahle under such circum-

stancea, have been uvucat-led.

*In addition, as you are 21l awerw:, the Soviet Govornment of today,

under the name of the Third Tuterostiocaal, is systematically conducting

world-wide cammunistic nuver. . ¢ v:4th fervent zeal and at & tremendous
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expenditure,

Unfortunstely, sane of our countrymen, who are in secret

Camunication with bolshuvists, are Teta-ving funds, or are taking

Part in their schemes, for the purpose of
ideas,

propagating comnunistic

*Not only that, but w«lso suound 1720 KQILO, Eizo and others con-

ferred with Russian bo.shovists at Shanglai, Having received funds -

from them, they are sé&-d to de putting their ideas int> practice. To

our extrewe regret,

8 cammunistic party was organised also in Japan

in 19211

*Just now Mr. NaKATANI ¢riticised the present law to be the most

uoprecedentedly stern of all laws ever enacted in Japan., It is really

80. rbason is that the Eupire has came to suffer from an unprececented

and extreme danger, the occurrrence of which has uever been anticipated.

The society and the state have to be guarded ageinst this denge-. It

¢ 18 necessary also that preventive measures should be adopted, lest

Suca danger should be creuted again in the futwe. Severe mniahmc;nta

Should be meted out against whatever “ffences already committed, in

order to preclude the recurrence of such crimes,

“Foreign countries are also suffering from the effects of comu-

nisa and anarchism, and they have enacted strict laws against the pre-
valence of such ideas. Farticul#arly the United States of America,

sirong advocate of liberalism in the world, inflicts & heavy penalty

of tweaty-one years' imprisonment, for the purpose of preventing the

difrusion of such ideas,
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*It is possible that communism and anarchism can spring wp,

develpp, or be cultiveted in & country like Russia. Such ideas might

dovelop in Russic where the nobles and the wealthy are extremely despotic

and the énnoml public are unenlightenod and ignorent. However, I

do not b}}ieu suoh u shallow and violeont reectionary idea will spring up

E in Japan, in viow of the history of Jupan and of the Japenese peorle,
| gL relationships emong them, their racial relations.ips, nom-existence in
-i " Jepan of such intense class struggles as those of Europe and Americsa,

ardent affection Japenese nationels feel towerds one another, and

Japan's social and econamic aystems.

*I do not Selieve either that laws alone should suffice to cope
with the growth end development of such an idea. Instead, it is
neceossary, fran an econcmic standpoint, to raise the national standard
of living. From an ethical and spiritual standpoint, the morel quality
of the masses shmld‘ be improved, Again, from an intellectusl point
of view, persons already influenced by communistic ideas should be
anlihtonod &8 to the shortcomings of such a shellow and imiracticable
idea which merely hinders coordination among humen beings and bring
Sheit coly misfartiite: Thess oomminists showld be urgsd to reflect

most carefully upon the matter, .nd thus comaunistic ideas should be

conpletely coredicated,

*In fact, an examination of incidents wiich have heretofore occurr-
od cloarly shows thot meny persons have started to put comuunistic
idea into practice. They have not only propagated such ideas, but
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also attempted to prootise them by instigating people in generel.

*imong such persons, thare are many who deserve our sympat.y.

There are those, too, who might be led away from coomunistic in-

flucnce if we exert ourselves in enlightening them.

", occordingly. to cope with the situation, the state should do

its utmost in directions other than tac enfrocement of laws.

"It is desireble that the people should concentrate thair ener-
gies upon preventing, at least in Japen, the growth of such a dread-

£l idea. I expect this tole the unanimous desire of the people at

large.

*I resret to say, however, that the idee has already taken root

and is spreading et an unusual speed.

*The most reazrettable high treason case was due to cammunisme.
The criminal, who was uader the influcnce of coammunism, confesecd
that he, as the vanguard of comunism, attempted to commit such a

eriae for the sake of communism.

*It should be hard for us to unde.stand that after what has
happencd it is yet unpecessery in Japan 1o contral radical ideas by
means of & law. It goes withcut saying that the Goveroment should
strive hard to.cope with redical ideas by moral and spiritual means,
and by improving the natiomal living. It is necessary neverthe less
that the state should enact an appropr-iato law for the prevention of
such crimos,
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*Japan already has the criminal law and penal laws, which call
for death penalty against & person who kills another. Then there

are persons who are actually plamning to destroy the very foundation

et
of the state and the aooioty.':\the Govermment cannot but enforce con-

trol over them, .

"is Mr. NAKAYANI has just pointed cu*, r~ccontly a section of
sorkers of some newspapers oppear to S agulari the law under consgide~
ration. 1 thing, however, caroful studiz~ o' b7 articlas of the
proposad law and of its underlyirg apirit will prove “hat their con-
cern is wheolly unhedessaryi Only andrchists end communists ere liable
to punishment under the proposed law. It inflicts no punishment upon
scholars, for instance, who for the purpose of rescarchos, might
publish their views as to the nature of anarchism, or «s to the com=-

parative merits of different ideas. It puaishes only those who put

into prectice such reaical ideas,

*Nothing can be done .for persons who wouid purposely object to
the law for objection's seke; again, comaunists and anarchists would |
be in trouble, and naturelly would object to its enactment, Excep-
ting these persons, doubts now harboured by various persons will be
dispelled, when jetails of the luw becare widely known. Then, I de~-

lieve, they will support its enactient for the benefit of the state

end the society.

*Mase a~e the main reasons for the introduction of the bill;

and I shall try to sive further explanations in response to inter-

pllati:ml secssas’
- 6 -
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CERTIFICATL OF SOURCE ANU AUTHENITCITY

I, Yadanse I, Takoshi, who occupy the post of the Chief of
‘the Section of Gemeral saffeirs, the house of Represeatctives,
iercby certity that thc document hereto attuched, written in
Japancse, consisting of 5 pogcs end entitled "iheo Proceedings
(Notes cnd the otenogriphic kecords) of the Comxiittec on the
Bill for thc Maintenance of the Public Pease (proped by the
Government) of the Housc of Lhepresentatives, (concerning the ve.a.
Cabinet mecting of Feb. 23, 1985). The first Report, PP. 1-9 is
an exact nnd cuthorized copy from cn official document in the
custody of Jepanese Government(Choirmun wabllia nentioned in the
above Froceecdings is wr. Anlln, Yoneo ,MP. Minister of otate OCakia
is ninister of Justice 0Gaha, neikichi.
certified at Tokyo,
on this 12th day of sicrch, 1947
Yahoond, Tukas
____TZ:ETT_HE__BL
I horeby certiry that the ubove signuture ond scal were
eTI1xed herete in th» prosance of the witunesa.
Gt tae saue place,

on this saue date

witness: T8kl ., Ts o
(30&15
J Iranslation Certificate

I, Funiko Fuxuoka of the Lefense, nercby certify that the

attached trenslation of An Excerpt Ifroa the froceedings of the

First Session of the Public is, to the best of my knowledge and

4 belief, a correct translation and ia as near s possible toc tae
aeaning of the oriszincl document.

Tokyo, Japan Fuaiko Fukuoka
uate _Feb, 27th, 1947
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