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A PRELIMINARY ROPORT ON THE PRO?C:*ES»SlNG!OF “CHUN MEI”
TEA BY WITHERING THE GREEN LEAF.

Chang Tang-heng

A previous experiment by the author in 1955—1956 showed that the quality of
the product was improved and the cost of production reduced by previously withering
the green leaf in the * Lung Chin”’ green tea process. )

The same procedure was employed in the production of *‘ Chun Mei” green tea.
As a result of such treatment better flavour and taste were obtained when the water
content of the green leaf was reduced to around 679, before processing.

It is supposed that the bitter taste of the green tea, especially of the second
flushes, is due to its higher tannin content. The amount of tannin was reduced
in the withering of the green leaf, resulting in improvement of taste. The better
flavour obtained is due to the production of free amino-acids (leucin and phenylalanin)

during the withering process.




