Evidentisry Dccument Nc. 5158,

In the ratter cf Jerancse We
the retter of the voyege 1
lienile 4th July, tc 2lst.

- R

o DK : 533C e Jemes Foerbes LAWHLNCE of the
] Gcerden Highlend i A me irees et Lirngask 0Old
Mansc, Glcnferg, t b ’ y &35 follcws:t-

1. I wes teken prisone

February, 1242, vhen the Lrltian Lo

Jepenese, Until Juines 194=, T w2s in Chengi. I wes then noved
up tc the Sien/Zurme reollway ciil Dece , 1943, 1 was then
sent to Chungkei till tThe 6th June, 544 Then cdown tc Bavelcck
Roed Cerp on Singepcore Islend previcus tc belng embarked on tihe
27th June, 1944, on wcerd the Sociuka liera.

2 e The Jepenesc crgenised the cribarketicn and theilr
method wes to put onc Pritish Cfficer in cherge of 150 ren. The
denior British Officer was o Cap@. GIBSCN. There were 1300 men
on boerd the ship 1100 Pritish and 200 Tuten. There were 13
officers, 10 cf thcse were Eritisa and nede up ¢f 6 Line Officers
end 3 KOs cnd a2 Tedre. Of the 3 Dutch officers, 2 were Linc
officers and one liG.

p The Jepenese in cherge cf the FsW on the ship were
Sjt. Joteni end SgvT. \Ot.O. There were 2 intcrpreters, a 3rd.
class Kcreen Pte. czlled ARAL end e 1st., cless Jepenesc Fte.,
called MATSUNOTO. The Jepancse cfficer in checrge «f the two
PW ships which were going <TC forr rert of the ccnvoy leeving
Singepcre wes Lt. ENO. Le, however, trevelled in the other ship.

4o The ship itself, thc Lofuku Feru was & cargc ship
of 7000 tonss; 1T was Clyde built in 1902 =znd given tc the
Jepenese in 1912. They reconditioncd it 2nd it had been in
service ever since. Thc cargc cn this occasion consisted of

PsW anéd rubber. Each W had to carry ~bcard when he went a2 large
bit of rubber. A1l the FsW wcre quartered in the 2 holds, cne
forward ené one eft. Officers, enc nen had exactly the sane
querters end wec Were divided bctween the two holds, ebout €50

in each. We left on the 4th July, 1944, in a2 convoy of altcgethe
ebcut 12 ships.,

S o During the voyage the FsiW were kcpl belcw decks
in the holds, but thc hatches were left cpen anéd ¢t odd tines
paertics of men were ~1iowed on éeck. Even sc this prcvision was
cnly grented after meny requests tc Sjit. JOT/NI, Tnese grcurs
of men when they were on deck were alweys the terget for JOTANIL
~nd the cther rcrbers cf the guard who considered it & spcrt to
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wade in encngst the PsW with brrz of Zrcn and stoaves 2nd eanything
e¢lsc they could zet hcld ¢f., Ihey 1sed o beet wp vhe FeW
unrercifully. Ccaditicns gencrediy 1an the hclds were indescribe-
able. The cvcererowding wes such thet the men couldé not ell 1lic
dcwn a2t cnece and grcurs tock it in turns tc¢ huédle ur in cne
ccrner in orcéder tou cllow sorme rea te stretch ocut. Vhen & rerty of
men wes £llocwed cn ceck this eecsed the rressure belew decks znd

o few men were eb.c o gt sonre sleep. " The dcg-“n cf the PsVi
when they gct on Lozrcd wes ?;d since tiaey had ell 4acne evout

18 months on the BHTNC’DL m rellweye “Hcy were thin, cneciated,
half-starved and riddled W¢‘1 disecces such es dysentery, nclaria
end beri-beri. Thev woerc naked ﬂvren* Som G-strings, and a few cf
ther neé still scie tather:=2d irvosicel vniformas, The ciriosrhnere
inside thesc hclcs we 5 3117130 glnse N6 Shlp woas made cf ircon
end wes sciling in the ircpics. The higienic errengeiients were
elmcst nil., There worc nc leairine :a:illtLes pvovlﬂed in the
hcelds eand those who were Tco week tc nove cr were half-peralysed
with beri-beri excrcted vwhere tncy ley. Taere were o gccd neny
in thet concditicn encd the ronainder of the pecpie hed to slecp
end live and eat in these houlds, The Jepancse hed prcvided 6
box=-latrines which were rcped to the cutside cof cthe sinip, 3 fcr
the aft-hold and ‘tnree fcr ihe forwverd cne, but obvicusly only
these men strcng cncucgh to cilimb out of the holds cculd use these

latrines,

6. At the end of Julv the ship errivcd in Maniles Rey.
We anchcored %-wiLc frcr the wharf-side end stayed there for 6
weeks. During this time noboudy was zllicwed cn.ahure. It wes conly
cefter deys of agﬂ“e?;on thet JOTLNI eventurlly pcrrnitted 50 cf
the worst ceses toe be tcken eshore tou the priscn heospitel in
lienila. Of these, 1 F ard 1ctoh, thct 12 had dicd but su far =zs
I know the remainder are Stlll alive. The rest ¢f us had to stey
in the Ecfulu lheru. Our nmeals consisted of watery rice twice =a
day and any leavings fror the Jeopenesc gelley. By this time

after the long voyege crd due ©0 t;e leck of fcod end uedical
supplies men wero beginning tc éie. In MMenile Bey 2long 104
pecple died. The dovctors and tne Er1t+sh cfficers on bcard were
ccnstantly going at the Jepancse to gei then tc 2licw sone nmedical
supplies on boerd even if Zhey refused tc allcw the FsW cff the
ship. They refuscd however. However the Amex ricen zuthcritie

in the rrison hozpltal In Meniie hezvrd (f cuar piight end got tne
Jaranese to send cver tc our ship 3 ceses of Pl cevstles for
injecticn. JOTEII tcck these capuu¢eo end issuec thern: ic the
guards on bcard *the ship., Each Jepanese had a bex of 250 given
te hime They they forced wr mecdicel cfficers to give them the
injecticns. xoctly the seme thing harprencd when some milii-
vitanin tablets were gent over te us;, The FsW got nune cf these
cr any other redicel suppliez whatever. Ncov ccentent with beating
us and starving us JOTANL anc NUXO and the guzards even broke up
funeral scrvices which we tried i¢ holéd. JOIENI hed given
rernissicn for us tc hcld tiresey but £s scon ¢s they sterted
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he and thc cther Jepenese wculd wode in with marlin-spikes end
enything they cculé iay their hsnds con.

7t It would be irmpossible to ecxaggerate the effect
. of JU5eNI end NChO con the FsW on bagrd the ship. They and the
other guards ruled us by fear, &h savage beetings and

ssaults cn the men vho had surug d up on duCK, their ccomplete
disrceerd ¢f all thcore s3ick end *1PL“ ecneial tizude and
sadistic brutalitv Ltowa:ds us pade 1ife on the Ho ugu Matu an
absclute hell, It was a miracic to me thot cnly 104 pecple died,

L The ship =&il m lanila on the 20th Sertember.
The seme pecple were 1. - o’ 18 SJt JOTANI e&nd the
cthers. We were in ¢ coa*:y cz 1lU rhips, escocrted by two
destroyers and two cocrveisies ThEve wen o u* stinguisning

signs on cur shin to SnOW Thas A% eent qa ¥ sm It must have
appeered frcn the eir cr from e suonariane as just en cordinery
cargo-carrying vessel. Ve were now keds dﬂfinltely below decks

end cnly so nmeny el a2 time were e;lowed out t¢c go to the latrines,

9. On 21 Septerbter ¢t abcut 1030 we heard mochine-
gun fire and pleancs ovcrhead. Everyocly was below decks et the
tire. A few seconds later cin aeriel torpedce hit the ship forwerd
followed by another bhfwken tne stern and the bridge and by @

third directly below the bridge. Then the aAmevrican planes began
nmachine-gunning the vessel and there was complete cheos. The
Japanese cayptein and his crew made on instant get-away by Jumping
overboard irmediately. ©Sjt. JF TANI end Sjt. NOEO end the guards
did likewise, lecaving the FsW to drcwn. The ship brcke in two
end sank in 5 ninutes, licre then half of the FsW were seni-
sterved and half raralysed and had nco chance. For the rest,

they were ell belcw decks ¢nd there was nc method of exit and
altogether nct fer shcecrt of 10C0 PsW went down with the vessel.

I succeeded by e miracle in finding myself in the sea cleer of
the sinking ship, I hing on to & broken-down bamboc raft snd was
in the weter till 6 that nﬁﬂh* tefcre being picked up by a luggere
There were quitc a numbcr cof cther Eric¢sn FsW whce hed zlso
succeeded 1in csgcaping firom the Hofuku Meru. Our only consclaticn
while we werc in the water wes watching tne Anericaen plgnes
sinking every ship in the convoy except one. The survivcers,
nuribering 217 were teken back to kEenile on the 22 Septenber.

10. I é¢ not know whet heprencd to JUTANI eand NOL.O
but I consider them directly responsitle for ecnditions cn beoerd

thet ship before she went down,
'jT F'e LAWLENCE
uE

i
SWORN BY the cbcocve-named Jecnes yc“bes(ffi
at 6 Spring Gerdens in the City of Wgsurinls ter)

this 19th day c¢f February, 1946, )

(Signed) L. M. FPELL LACDOWALD, WAJOR.

Leg= l Ste. ""‘?
Judge £dvccete Generel's Office,
LONDON,
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Cc*RTIFIED TRUE_COZY c¢f the originel affidavit.
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1st. April, 1946,

( C"ign(_d ) Lo Da L.AL‘IB '
HQ ALITAO EL.A. t. Colcnel
ALG
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