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RAKI,

Sworn Degsﬂltiarl
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KAWABE Tcrashilirc

first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and

with the procedure followed in my country 1 hereby

wag on duty from March 1957 (the 12th
@f Fcbruqrv of the next year, as 4
otarlfl, takine charpge of the affai
he Cpnt“nl mtlltﬂPy Supreme Command.
il with the tultbrw“ﬂf of C-ina Incident. I,
*D“P“f re, depose on the problem concerning tactics of tle Central
Supreme Command, durirg the period fron1*ﬂm3‘hime just prior to
the outbreak of the China Incident to its early stages.
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1. CGeneral survey by the Central Millitary Suprﬂne Command of
world situation at the time just prior to the outbreak of the

China Incident.

The Ckﬂﬂ*rﬂl_IBuﬂre@ua C\“wmumi in order to draw up various
of national deferice and F*Lt]d;k, had to make, as a matter
:_UP-J, a survey of the iﬁf'ﬁlbﬁ onal situation of the time
the spring of 1957 (the 12th jn2&1=:gf LihSVfl
LA Hectlwr chief of the General Staff, the
mmand nassed general judgment on the v rid

)
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28 roughly mentioned below:
ihe _ﬂgP“;‘,Jd Powers are indicating their recovery at length
their exhaustion and debility from World War 1. BEspeclally,

vivld forwJ4ﬁﬁ'iﬁlicijs of Germany and Italy have been creating
rarious causes which micht give rise to new gituations 1In the

Variousg VWestern nations of the whole worla 1C
vo orposing groups of great influence. Such
shadow that the time will come vﬂ*=r both group

brou~ht into a large-scale clash ultimate ely."

"B, The Soviet Union has step *w'::EHﬁ increased her national

nower by effecting the Industrial F'ive Year Plan. She, at the

same time, 1s making her stand clear, setting focus un;n the inter-
national problem of interests rwﬁﬁllﬂtlvuﬂ'prn ideology or prine-
cinles with which she has actively propagandized in the early
veriod of foundatlon.

On the other hand, the military establlahments 1e eaatern
sart of the Union have rapidly been strengthened of late and the
parallel tracking of the Siberian Railway has been eompleted which
has markedly inereased its military value.

¢, Although such is the general situation of the VWestern Fowers
any country would not be desircus of bringling atout 4 great war
and statesmen of the Powers will make great efforta to prevent a
wrar .
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Accordingly, no incident will probably occur in the im-
nediate future, of such magnitude where the various Fowers would

e willing to stake thelr existence.

‘D. In China, the real controlling power of the Nationalilst
egime has grown more and more strong. They, however, refrain
‘or the present as ever from making various sorts of direct anti-
.1ien operations for restoring natlonal richts, They have gradu-
1ly come to realize the true intention of Japan on the Manchurian
~obhlem and have shown a tendency to bring about friendly rela-
'sne with@&Japan, trying to make varlous agreements with Manchurla.
rertheless, racial consclousness is inclined to become gtronger
mong the intellectual people, students, etc. antl-Japanese sen-
iment has gradually permeated students, soldiers, etc. and thus
he anti-Japanese measures taken by the Chinese Communists are

zin{pg ground. "

. Views of the Central Supreme Command of the time on national
efence.

The Central Supreme Command, on the above judgment relative
» the international situation, has the following view concerning
he Japanese position in point of national defence:

A. With a great international struggle which 1ls sooner or later
o be expected to break out among varlous Western nations, Japan
as no moral or interested relations to be drawn into 1ts vortex.
anan, therefore, ought to keep aloof from 1t.

3. Steady progress of Manchoukuo as well Aas friendly and co-
vistent relations among the three states of Japan, China and
anchoukuo ars what secure our national defence, malntalning the
»aece in the Orient. Either anti-Japanese sentiment or contemp-
wus feeling towards Japan on the part of China will naturally
isappear ir the Japanese will reflect on their attitude and be
rudent: and if the natlonal strength of Japan becomes replete.
y a result, true friendship and mutual respect among the afore-
ntioned three states shall come into existence, by which any of
~se states can insure the security of national defence.

. Whan we reflect upon the actual conditions of Japanese
.tional strength from the standpoint of national defence, we
sknowledge that her strength is extremely inferior in various
rts of material factors necessary for self-defence and self-
-1atence as a2 modern state. So long as the status quo remalins
is, it cannot be guaranteed that the purposes of both first
d secennd items mentioned above will be achleved.

With such a view of national defence, the Central Supr:ame
wmand had established the following principle since about half
vear before March 1937, which I toox ~rffice., When I assumed my
‘fice, the chief of the First Division, my superior officer, fully
nlained the purport of thils principle, which was as follows:

iIn order to insure the country's peace and security 1n
int of national defence at this moment when the new situation
" the world has begun to show 2 delicate world move, the Army
yuld make special efforts to improve 1tself in quality and ef -
cicneyv. The military forces statloned in forelgn territoriles
yuld be very cautlous in everything and restrain themselves and
deavor not to commit any faults that they might not occasion any
ternational uble. The Central Supreme Command, in cooperation
th the milit administrative au‘goribtﬁs,*ﬁhould help them,
rectly or indirectly, in carrying out varlous national polilcies
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o promote our national power." This was at that time the prin-

ciple and creed which all the personnel of the Central Supreme
sommand observed 1n unity.

» The measures taken for the purpose of having the military

orces understand completely the policy of the Central Suprame
sommand.

The aforementioned principle and policy were shown and ex-
plained by the Central Supreme Command's authorities at "the
Conference of the Divisional and .army Commanicr's"™ which was held

tn May 1937 (the 12th year of Shdwa). ~e@dver the Central
! =

Supreme Command, on consulting with the Vapr uirnlistry, sent Lt,

s0l. ORANMOTO, a competent officer, of the War Ministry to North
China about June 1937, for making an investigation of actual con-
11tlons of the Japanese forces in China which were in close
r1th the Chinese forces in North China which seemed to be especially
ermeaqted with anti-Japanese sentiment, and, at the same

1ave the Japanese forces understand completely the purpose

;entral Supreme Command.

contact

According to his report made on his return after having
‘nvestigated thoroughly the conditions of the Japanese forces
here, the vorinciple of the Central Supremz Command was thoroughly
nderstood by the Headquarters in China and every unit under its

ommand, and we did not need to worry about the matter so far as
ne Japanese forces were concerned.

The program for operations in China at the

time prior to the
hina Incident.

Japan, who had apecial relations with China, was often com=-
21lled to

make a temporary despatch of forces on a small scale
O China,

Accordlingly, in the proegram for tactics in China for the

ear of 1937 (the 12th year of Showa), there was what corresponded
;0 the case of calling for the sending of a part of the forces in
>rder to secure os2ur interests and to protect residents there.
‘ ut 1t was never intended to use military forces on a large scale
‘n China, much less to draw out an overall operation plan over
. 'he broader range of the whole Chinese territory.

Only a plan was drawn out, for the time being, concerning
‘he estimated number of despatched forces, the name of the home

l11vision which shall take charge of despatehing the forces, the
easure for transporting the forces, the points of embarkation,
>tc., 1n case of need of sending foreecs for the purvose of Pro=-
.ecting our interests and residents at every locality

such as
-ientsin-Peiping Frovince, Tsintao, Shanghal, Swatow, Amoi, etc
hich were closely connected with our country.

This plan defintely existed as a part of the document con-
erning the tactical plan of the Genoral Staff Headquarters and
@ gection Chief I remember its general outline but it was later
:stroyed by burning and does not presently exiat.

The duty of the Japanese garrison in China and its special
:
naracter.

The duty of the Japanese garrison in China, equal to that of
@ military forces of the Powers according to the lreaty of the
>Xer's Hebellion in 1900 (the 33rd year of Meiji), was in
guarding the legation quarters, securing the communieavion line
rom Pelping to the seaport and protecting the residents". And
he strength of the garrison in 1937 numbered about (,000 in all,

)I' all troops stationed in foreign territory, this garrison had
. speclal character as follows:
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i. It was absolutzly a unit for guarding in a place, which had

no military sup»liss and was h- 1aly provided with ammunitions and
aqulipment for military overatio

- wqg not authoriz:d to draw up a2 »nlan for military orera-
tilon of 1tself in consideration of war.

s Notwithstanding tha fact that it was a unit for guarding,
tationed In Chinese territory, 1t wae prohibited by the snecial
order of the Central Supreme Command to do training, with the
Chinesas Army 18 its objcct.

Thg attitude of ths Central liilitary Supreme Command at the
the Lu-~kow-chiao Incident broke out.

The f“’]*.w"inr' items I am about to relate W, various
information concarning the Q1tua+1dn of the C%Tnzs. APMy, are
based mainly on telephone and telegraphlic messages from ths Head-
quartars of the Garrison Airmy in China and t,lbpr.m“ from the
Japancse military attaches resident in China. These records and
originals of messaga reczipts and telegrams wersa pru 1t General
otaff Headquarters at the time but lato wsre all destroyed by
fire and do not pregently exist, What I am ro lating hers areo
only the important iteme which still remain in my memory.

The first report, relating to the Lu- ~kow-chiao Inecident
which broke out on the rﬁan"\yf July 7, 1937 (the 12th year 3

Ol
Showa ) , \rw“:WUCulvud by the Coentral suprzme Command on the morning
of July &, and I was notifizd as soon as 1 came to the office.
1Tha Cantral guprcmz Command, on the whole, was calm.

mY ™ .
dhilzs 1 was

thinking about it as an unpleasant event brought about oy the

Chinese, I did not take it as a grave matter: or ther:s had so
of'ten baen such similar trouble in the pﬁst that I simply con-
sldered that the matter would as usuil bz sottled soon bv mutual
epgotiation between the authoritiss of the Japanese and Chinese
orces there.

it the Central Suprems Command we, the r:i:sponsible ersons,
without holding iny conferenccs in rarticular to deliberate on
.,oun_,.__,...—mn*mur‘ for 1t, kept oursclves "Lr~ couch with oane another
'n the case as were wers accustom:ed to or ordinary businzss. All
‘oncerned concurred lJl+ﬁh4‘innl“n.tklu WS, 1n accordance with
ne aforementioned Central Supremo C:':m;mnd',., policy and without
ny objections among oursclves, would prevent th2 incldent from

decomlng enlarged, and to have tho authoritiz=s at the spot scettle
"he mattzr as soon as possible.

But the roeno: whlch arrived on the Pth from the armsd
‘orc2s on the snot showed that the Chiness attitude was rot
526 g 3 SO0 compromlising that it would immuqut )1y put an 2
eNnse qitwlrtlonJ Therefor 3, at about 6: p.m. on th: sa
‘he C%i f of General otiff gave, before 1nyth1nﬁ else, a tel
rarhic order saying, "In qrdur=tx);wm}vdnt u“llrmﬁwm;nf of the
ncident, you shall tlk“ more posltive steps to avoid usine mili-
iry Iorce and recuired prudence of the




‘arrison in China,.
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LS lafer'camftrﬁ"ﬁd bv fire and does not presently exist., As I nersonallv was
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nected with it in drawin-s it up at the time, hovever, and having recelived
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u‘oml ‘rom hisher command for it and having sent the wire, and since my in-
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ructions were to remember the lmportance in itﬂ meanine, it still remains in ny
iory at present very well

1tral Cormand! s instructions which were
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ne Iﬁﬁth 1;v- Japanese and the Chincse forces a
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ettleiment of the Lukowchiao 2ridae ﬁtﬂiﬁenf, refrain {rom concerning vourcelves
n any political problem on thls sion and WJWJW;”Et’ in the main, the follow-
n> reguests to arrange for having the Hoonel-(Lhahar authorities annrove anc
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vecute them in the shorte
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Susvencion of the stationine of Chinese forces near the Lukowchiao "ricge

leTt bank of the Yunctine River,

curity necessary for the future.
unishment of those :directly responsible for i
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ﬂﬁﬁfvvw? telecram also, as the one of July D9 s kent in custcqy oy
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taff leadquarters but was later decstroyed by fire and does not
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Similar to» the other, however, as T »nersonally was connecied
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ne it un at the tinme, however, and having recelved amroval lor
d, and havin~ 39Rfu'hlﬁ vire, and since it was an important

-

hicher cormmand,
- ) 1 - - ---L - oy e ey ,
I remember its contents very well,
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Arrancenents made by the central Command in conformiiy with the chanre
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tuation following that of the »recedin lsaramrapn.
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neontrollen el 1 actions were ﬂhlut“u

Tole Hisenteki is a milgovr] “,“?1’1 0., chogsentek m to the morning |
he Central Command considered it,:u%u¢:H¥¢TL 0 reiniorc to the (Garrison in
hina, anc on the evenin: ;' bie 10th 1t was unm??ﬂ*iuiTy decided to reiniorce

-
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with two brigaces from the Kwantung army, with one dlvision irIor .L.olrea, 3hd

4th three divisions and other units from Japan oroper, and preparatil  laste
ntil the followlng l“tl. But:-on the evening of the 1llth, as the H-rrlsoq in
hina reported that the Ch se forces apnroved all our cdemands which had been
ider negotiation since Teﬂteraay, the Central Command determined immediately

£
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o stop the plan of moobilization ol tne dlvis ons 1in Janan proper, hereas

he renort of our attache tx;'; Lmbassy at Nankino Iﬁﬁnrtf%:Tﬁmrt the Chine
sntral Command ordered the calling of air unit's and the concentrat
ivisions in the northern provincial border regions of llonan Province,
.21 Command then could not tale an ontimistic view recarding the situat

m China and was not confident of the Chinese forces in North China 1

wrryine out their duties based on the conditions:

)¢

srefore it was decided that only the above-mentionc rrces from Yorea and

il

schuria prenaring for (]Cﬁﬂﬂltlfﬁlfﬁl ould take uctnfnl..; ady arranged until
e-recution of the Conditions was confirmed, anda this ey was icesued at about

& o L

30 on the evening of the llth.

mcernine the issuance of this order, I too tooll part In drawins it un and

sides obtaining aporoval from higher command and bein~ issued as an order with
. . : hlr . - - . - e ‘_, * R . - - v S . pu WD

serial sanction, it was an important matier so 1 reme ber it very well. lLater,

wever, documents relative to this ere destroved by fire,
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Central Supreme Command on July 27th foru ¢ Lt8 own first
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oupraeme Cominand ho ¢ et thourht of such a thing os an over-
cdl war., 7ith the *"d-= Contral Zrmy in lorthern China rein-
forced, our military ength becowe inndequrte, cnd so the
scnding of thrce more Vlu?Cnu wis dcelded on . wuct 3lst,

A8 cin be seen ¢ JOV'-»..,, the Jaturese Central Supreme Commond
sent tad reouircd minimem strength for the »nurnose of coping
wita the dunscr of the dtvation in euch field, Not only wcs
tals so, but also for the wont of munitions wihich sheuld hove
secn prenarced f'or o messible outbroul of O greatv war, nrceventcd
tihe Central Sunrcre Command fron frcely manipuloting troops and
1de our militory commanders at the front ¢Ct 1nto grecat c¢iffi-
ultics, too. Trom the nicddle of “crtcmbor in 1937 (the 12th
f Showe ), for cXxample, our army under command cf Cceneral 1 A0S

‘ vicinity of Shanghai had to fight, limitineg the number of‘
t0 be used dcily by cach sun to only several o ao v,

In feor of o cuse vhere, contrary to our own oncsidod prin-
ciple, fightinge mi~ht enlorge to on uncxpectced cxtent, ot the
neoinninge of Awust I submittcd to the Wor Ministry a nroposal
that the "mobilizotion of munitions rcquircd for oonnroximatcly
2 Glvisions to Tight about holf a yeart-.-siiould bg carricd out,

sowever, the lexders ot the War i'lnistry, csneceis'lly Licutcnant
cacral UM EZU, Yoshijiro, the Vice-'inister of "4, m&intained

the non-cnlargement principle so firmly that, they rerarded the

.Jove Tigurcs &s cexecessive and infgrhrctinq thc mossible issuc

" mobilization-ordcr of those nunitions as heing o further step

ok
| national war, did not -ive nromnt consent to the nronosa l,

us tac ebove-mcntioncd »lan of L’(:f“}in: onclztlon cect by
noral Suprere Caru'ﬂd on July ?Oth 3 (thb 12th ycar of

_ Y q' Or‘* T‘IIC“" Il ‘} ~
1w Plll’q Fl*lq C} % ,—_l. t ﬁ(.«g o LFO CHL,, -_1; & Ob% ’]TLO*J'?Li
alozzl.ukﬂthLCH O rcinfTorce scﬂxuubla 1n_cnu4L niose of the war

-na obtiinod tactiecal victorics to sccurc vihe front-lincs., It
18 2 pluin fact th-t the Central BU”””!x Ckmiﬁnuf, Lonkd co stcp
circ overall hostilitics cvery time € sin~le oncration on onc
rlcld vw;z; orousiat to on c*rd, and Trcpo Lx-i il SceI.T sten a4 nlan,
' vhce cuse ot tho ¢nd of the Mllitary oncrccion in Mient-
sin d Su"-"lc ts, ot the 'tilz
noar Al ”lLT*“t tihhe cnd
1.

v the cnd of thc I'mnk ne

-

C the Cuinesce Torces werc swept avay
07 thc Bhfurh-l n1litory opcratioen, and
nilitory opcration., Iipeeia lly, s

- .

L1

tials so vicn goncral f'fL;,‘;CQJfIlb ias rx.dc Jy the officcs of
thc Coerman Jpﬂm.mwﬁaor tn Cadnae ., beforc and aftor th Nanking
~1litery opca tion, &nd wc vhoroughly coopcri.t.d with thc rovern-
ment bhut 1u14o¢ianl-tx,1y fcilod in oticininge our |

(91 ~ac opinion of the Centrol Supreme Commend on the fun -

mentil policy of denlin~ with the offair.
-8 St.ted 1in the cbove itwms, the Cential suhrce Commind,
20ping; o loculize the inecident ond 4o solve 1t imiedintely in
vilc loccl arec, was mking & study on = ccnexrcl stowﬂ.pc O Ice-
sorting to arms and¢ the Tinol dcaling with the orffair 4t the ond
Oof cvery opecration, N0 the oninion of tlm;(kqﬂxnll >upircmc Com-
nand on the 1UHUaLHJﬂJﬂl nolicy of scttling the ai S 1N pore-
‘cet unison with the oninion cxdresscd Ay the ~overmment
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o 1I1CC
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the bosinning of tihce incidont, Beoccially ToC principlc callcd
T OLOE's Three Frineiplcs®™ whiceh strcsscd morality accordcd com-
nlctcly with that which the Centrel Suprcme Command dclivcrcd

to the rovernment <s itc opinion, nofore it wos madce public,

(10) Thc ovinion of Tnc Centr 1 Supremc Command on thc pPro-

wloms of thc intcrnctional agrocme nts anl the intcrn~tion” 1l laws,
™e, motive Tor the Chini: Incidcent l1ics only in Jupan's cXercls-—
ineg her richt of scli-aclcnsc in the local orea, .JfTtcr the no-
~otiation bciwcen Tac commonders or thc Janinese and Chincs
forces or bctween thc Suo. oritics of both st tes 1n vanking for
twrenty long days, we I'C 1ized th ot China h.d no sinccrity in &
ncaccful solution &nd we finally rcsorted to arms, Ic, as stutced
~bove, had no intcention in the fundamcental policy of ded ling with
the incident and in the Gctual Droccess o rilitary opcrations TO
injurc Chincsc sovercienty and thce rerpitorial or administritive
scecurity thorcerorce we wol'C sonvinced thet our cetivity did not
violate nnd hurt «<xisting intornational agrcements and our opinior
was in cccord with whit tThe covernment often strteod to the world
on ncecssary occusions, The Central Suprcme Command often callced
~ttcntion to the highcr commandcers in the front to cstcem the
intorcsts of the third Statcs, and not TO violatc thce salfcty or
vhe pcoples of third St-tes, 1 do not rcmcmber THG ex ct vcecar

LW =
w "141 Y

~na datec when I gave such notices, 3ut such notices, &8 14T QS
my mMCmoi'y Iruns, WweIl dclivered sometimes by wirc or comctincs by
imHhortont fisurcs wio wel'C sont from thc Ccntrol Supromc Ccmmaond
to the front for-liaison, 1n CLSCS whore there werce dancgcs TO
the third Stotcs, or thc ncoples of the third Stotces, the Central
Suprcme Command was Icldy to mnke fair investigot ion on the

demages and to makKe nceccsSsaly compcnsation Tor tihcm, From ¢
'l *~
1

b

10

v —_—
LLA

~hovc-mentioned standpoint thce 2nd divigion in thc Gecnerol 4 3
O7Ticc chicfly coopcrotced with the War . inictry in investlgatling
such mttcrs. The grcotest of tac accidents cf such kind whi

oy~

-
|
"l

)
ch
00k plucc while L hcld my poSt 4S chicf was the bombardment of
the “lodybird%,., .Jccording TO my investigotion 2t th't timce, the
ship wis- bombirdcd undcr thc omoers made b Licutentnt GC cral
VoNACGAA, Army Commander, and, Coloncl ILiSIITiOT0, Iingoro, the

-

Tl
1

intcrnediote Commandcr, was nOT regsnonsible for this cceldente.

T rcmember thot I strongly insistcd upon my ovinion at thc mcct-
ing wherce thc lelders o oncernad werce asscmbled vo-rgolve thc PIO-
blem., Concorning the wecident itself, "l rcmcember, ©too, thit wWe
s on rcached o scttlement with Britaln,

4o LA\

dccloration of wor.
The siturtion groduclly tool: cn uniorsccon dcvelomment and The

. -

war situction boeamc uncxncetedly scrious, SO the Ccntral Suproemce
Command dtoeusved tihic problcm whethor Jupin shoudd docl re way
e.inst China or notv,

(11) ‘'he ovinion of tho Central Suprcme Command regnrding

S0 fopr o8 I know -t the timc of my roslign tion, thc Ccntr.
Suprcice Comm..nd rc:lized the cor roeeberistics of the Incident oS
follows:

I. The Incident wes stiurtcd on thc p.rt of J&)Hcn a8 & 80Ll-
deionsive move for wh .t was only < local problem, Tharellter
Jopan cgoains © her wish had TO snercise hoer forces in cnhcihh zonc of
fichting °s o tcmporcry coxpedicnt. J-pen h:d ne intcntion TO
wege o w.or -goinst Chino, 1T only thc offcnglve .:nocuvers on
the murt of Chinc would be hrought TO wn cnd, the Joptndsc ..rmy

gould immedi-tcly coasc t king the offcnsive.

/0
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