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Conversatlon witn ¥ 1elg: Minteter Seto on

Anti-Comintern Pact.

The summary of Forelgn Minister SATO!'s speech published in
Fnglish and American newspapers in Japan gives us an impression
that he regards the Geman-Japanese Pact as an unevoidable evil,
or at best as an agreement necessitated or technical and pclice
purposes in view of the existence of -the Comintern. This

unfavorable impression 1s deepersad Ly a perusal of the short-

hand record of his speech (cf. Annex I ). Preciselv analysed,
his way of thinkling as revealed In l:1s speesch might. even lead
us to the codHnclusion, as 1s he hypothesized that no such pract
exlsted and, on thls basls, Intended to endeavour to arrive at

n understanding with the Soviet tnion.

In order to forseatall any such tendencles In time, I deemed
1t proper to call on the Minister and exchange views with him, in

a friendly yet unequlvocal manner, on these parts of his speech,
w Y -
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which related to the Anti-Comintern Pact,

and at the same tire,
to call his attention generally to the eXtremely unsatisf

treatment of the agreement by newspapers and by the nDiet.

of my government. I then a8serted that the offiecigl and

responsible circles in Japan, as well

88 the peorle at large had

glven approval to the Pact and that the public

opinion in Japan

had been according the Pact an increasingly strong support, T

€xXpressed my regret that the attacks on the Pact in the rress

and the Diet, which were fairly violent in Some parts and which

were due princlrally to the internal politieal 1mplications, had

impressed foreign c

ountriles as 1if not only this Ppact itself, ‘but

2180 the pro-g

erman pOIicy in general had been disapproved of by
political circles at darge of Japan.

t he An overestimation of

the circles in qQuestion could give rise In Purope to an opinion,
98 1f Japan were Eoing to denounce the Anti-Comintern-pact. This

orinion have gained possibly 8t111 more

ground through the

darliamentary debates,

In the course of whieh various interrelila-

-Or8, 1n particular the strongly liberal

enad inﬁmrﬂnﬂant

representative OZAKI, had expressed mere or less openly their

"Pposition to that Péct.

To all these attacks, T told him, the

only with the sobenr con

that he upheld what the Pact and 1its political aims stocrg

Next T pointed out to the Foreign Minister that at the time

Government had answered firmation of Pre
HAYAHHI,

1O,

= 2 _

mier
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of his ministerial inaugulation, the Japanese public opinion
revealed not a little concern, as to the future destiny of the
Pact lnasmuch as the press, especlally the French press, had
spread a false concepiion as 1f he hzd disaperorved of the
exlstence of thaxr ract., 7To support my sctatement, T handed to
SATO an exerpt fro~ the "Japan Chronicle"™ (c¢f. Annex 2),
concerning an interview, allege’ly given by the Foreign Minister
to French journalist Lachin for the magazine "Anous la liberte",
in the course of which the Minister was said to have declared

that he had from the beginning been oprosed the conclusion of

the Pact.

Then I proceeded to diseuss in details of SATO's parliamentar

speech, I éxplained to the Forelgn Minister that his speech in
no way served to rectify substantially the above mentioned
opinion, theratofore prevalent, as to hls negative attitude
towards the Pact. He gave a very narrow and limited
Interpretation to the Pact by ascribing 1its raison dletre
exclusively to the exlstence and activities of the Comintern and
thereby declaring that from the standpoint of the RussosJapanese
relationship it had to be regarded as "an unhappy and regrettable
event. When he added, by way of a conditional remark, that the
Japanese Government, desplite the exlstence of the Comintern,
would endeavour to improve the relations between the two peoples,
in many respects oongenlal, and whenever possible to reestablish
between Japan and Fussla the sincerely cordial relatiops that had

lasted for 12 years, he naturally gave rise to an Impression that

g
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pact a predominantly negative attitude

he maintained towards the

his political objectilve the reolizatlon

and that he had chosen a8

~f more or less close relationship with she Soviet mion, From
o sing.e word about the

L | (‘"" 1"
SRS PR

casy to be 1infer that he d4id

- - .
v

.45 in any high estimatilon. I went on tO

not hold this relabionsil

say that as for myse Lf, aowever, T was naturally convinced that

~ns were unfounded, for the Forelgn Minister

all these presumptl

himself confirmed in our f1pst interview that he would support

the Pact wholeheartedly. veverthless 1t was truly desirable

that the world opinion also, and especially the German public

ositions caused by

e enlightened as toO the false suprt

bates, for even though the German

opinion, b

parliamentary speeches and de

»s had not published the Japanese attacks on the Pact,

newspape

many had nevertheless been not a 1ittle

the political circles in Ger

surprised at the development of such a phencmenon, FOT instance,

General "oring had in December last year lodged a protest with .

nepral OSHIMA agalnst the attitude of the Japanesec press. 1

t i1t wonld therefore be greatly
an interview with '

i’

exprcssed my bpinion tha

effective 1f the Foreign Minlster by way of

DAB or VB correspondents 1n Japan, would speak a few worcs

directly to Germany, in order to disperse the suspition prevalent

the same time toO crash the hopes and gpecula-

in Germany, and at

tins cf our antagonists.,
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Tn answer to this, Mr. SATO stated as follows:

1) with regard to his alleged interview with the French
journalist Lachin, published 1n a Paris magazine, he himself
seemed very much surprised., The conversatilon appearing in the
exerpt from the Chronicle had been held long before his departure
from Paris. He had not given Lachin any "interview", but had
merely talked with him in a frierdly manner. Lachin had published
this conversation in an entirely rehashed form,

Concerning his attitude towards the Anti-Comintern Pact,
he referred me what he had stated in ocur flrst conversatlion, As
he explained to me at that £ime, he was not informed until very
late of the negotiations which had been in progress 1h the
previous year; strictly speaking, nct until the cabinet council
in Tokyo had already given 1ts approval to the Pact,

Since Japan was then on extremely had terms with Britaln and
again, was not on particularly agreeable terms with the Tnited
States, he doubted the timelliness of the Pact Clircumstances
being such}he feared that the Pact would aggravate further the

diplomatic difficulties Japan had already been confronted with.

He himself had always supported wholeheartedly the maintenance

of friendly relations with Germany and with him the 1idea of
fighting the Comintorn was personally entertalined. FHe had indeed
made effort towards this direction already in the vear of 1922

when Japan negotiated with the Bolshevists In Geneva,

v 3w
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with regard to his attitude, towards the Pact in the Dilet,
he said that it was not 8o negative as 1 had described 1t. He
positively supported the Pact in the course of debate held by
the Rudget Committee of the House of Peers and espcclally 1n
answer to viscount of OKOCHI's interpellaticn, he emphatically
supported the Pact.

In subseguent meetings when he discussed in dectall the
question of the Russo-Japanese relationship, he naturally hac to
take into considerantion the fact that the Anti-Comintern Pact
had strained the Russo-Japanese relationshlp . and had rendered
impossible the signature of the fishery agrerment. Thils gave
rise to strong feeling of unrest in the public opinlon in Japan.

He thought it highly regrettable if 1n Germany a false
impression had really been created as to hils attitude towards
the Pact. So, he promised me to take:into consideration, 1in
compliance with my views, the advisability of addressing to the
German public of on an appropriate opportunity. .

2) mntering into the general question of the Japanese

foreign policy, the Minister added that he might as well inform

me at this moment that his task in the immediate future lay 1in the
establishment of a better relationship with Britaln. Tn the
relationshir between the two, the unfavourable economic
cnsiderations as above-mentioned had been playing a great part,
Japanese exports had been confronted with great difficulties

in the third power markets. In every respect 1t was imperative

for Japan to arrive at an understanding with Britain. Therefore,
- 6 =
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if Iin future he referred to Britain alone, without mentioning
the Japanese-German relationship, it sculd by no means be due
to any, disregard of the relationshilp with Germany, which
relationship being really secured, but would be dur merely to
a deslire for the necessary lightenling of burden of the Japenese
foreign policy.

The Minlster went on to say that he would endeavour to
achleve an amlcable settlement also with China. Althcugh some
influential politlcal circles 1In Japan are c@esirous of keeping
China or at least North China, in Japanese moropoly, so to
peak, he does not share this desirec, It 13 his belief that

China should be left open to all pows rs.

3) I assured the Minlster that the German Government fully

appreciated Japan's desire to achleve an amicahle settlerent with
Britain and China and that such efforts were in rerfect conformitsy
with the German pollicy. Tnasmuch as Germany con her part was
also seeklng to establish frlendly relationship with ¥ngland,

1t would be much to her pleasure 1f our friend Japan succecded

In mitigating the strain between Britain and herself.

Likewlise Germany would heartily welcome realization of
Sino-Japanese friendly relationship, because in addition tec the
very friendly relationship with Japan, Germany desired t» maintain
also with China agreeable relationship based upon various German
"nterests 1n China.

4) Tltimately the Minister SATC said that he thought any

further aggravation of Japan's relationship with the Soviet ™mion

o ¥ om




DFRF, DOC, #1310

undesirable, because the overall situation of Japan was still
too uncertain for Japan to stand sazh ageravation, Manchuria had
been consolidated but little and still required an investment

on a large scale,

111

Concerning the atiitudes of various political foetors in

Jqpan towards the Pact, T .have set f~rth <

.
L®

f 14 March, 1937-J. No. 448/37 on the establishment of the .

/) 2pinion in my report

German-Japancse commission in Tokyc. 1In conclusion I e¢omld sum up

128 followss

v

The Pact stands upon a sound basis 2nd ie approved
Influentlal political clrecles, especially by the Army.

face of this fect, the lukew.urm attitude of the new,. Poreign
Vinlster which, however, had been rectifieqd immediately, is of

decisive imvortance,

Nevertheless, in nrder to forestall at the very beglnning .

any attempt likely to impress the public <erinion ard cspeclally

18 1f 1t were 1"

to lose 1its significance by and by, I beliecved 1t not only preper

the third powers as 1f the Poct wrre unirporcant e

but alsc neocessary to hold this conversation. T fell that this

objective had been, so far aes 1t 1s noesikle

-

LS80 recCclvec an irmpression thav in his

oy - . g “1 A T - X - - - - o ‘.-x
VeV Mr., SATQ wll' ray more re lationshiy

wlth Germany, The German Fmbassy 1n Nanking ras safelv veceived

copy of thils report. (Signed) Von Tirkseu.

» B -
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Annex I toO the report from Tokyc J. NO. 5235

dated 24 March 1937.

Translation

erning

the relations between Japan and the anviet Union. T c~uld sum

up ih answer as follows. On 8 March I spoke at the House of

Japan and Soviet

out that the relatiﬁns between

Peers in pointing

~ther countries would be

mion as well as between the latter and

much more pleasant should such an organization as the so called

cnminterﬁ never existed in *usslasz Somebody had criticised my

view as absurd, on the ground that it would be impossible for

Comintern to more emigrate~-elsewhere from Russia:and therefore

any improvement of russo~Japanese diplomatic relations or a

satisfactory settlement of varlous prcblems between them can never

be expected. Anocother oriticised my saying that the problems

between Japan and Soviet Tnlon, should be solved regardless of

the existence of the Comintern. I also am of opinion that this

cpriticism is doubtlessly corrcct. I have not, howcver, stated

my views then out of misconceptlion of thesd facts. BRecause there

" exists a special organization called the Comintern, the Russia's

neighbours have to take special cautlon toward it. It 1s alsc

anderstandable that the countries which feel themselves thraathend

by it, because ~f 1ts international character are compelled €O

take also tnternational defensive measures. Oon account of these

. D &
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defensive measures, 1t 1s unavoidable under the present
internationl situation that various suspicion and apprehension
arise. The German-Japanese Agreement had come inton existence
precisely as such a defensive measure. It would not have been
necessary to take into eonsideration guch an agrerment as the
Antl-Comintern Pact, LT the Comintern had not exlsted; in that
event such misunderstandings ete. between_Japan and Soviet mion,
resulting from the conclusion of that agreement conld have been
avolded the relations between the two countries would have been .
far better. Anti-Comintern Pact itself mueh therefore be regarded
a8 an unfortunated event, 1f be diplomatie relations between

Japan and Soviet Tussia alone are taken into consideration,

There are at present variocus -
outstanding problems between Japan and the Séviet ™ion,. T myself
am of the opinion, that exert her utmost for the solution of

these pending problems ang also for the improvement ~f t he

diplomatic relations between the twe countries. If T am not .

mistaken, the same view 1is held by WMr. ASHIDAf I hold fagt to

thls view, and wish to conduct my future wopk %ccr:rdimg to this '
determination, If T am allowdd tc speak of past events, the
dipomatic relations between Japan and Fussia were truly enrdial,

for several years, despite the after-effect of'Yﬁshizawa-Karahan
agreement concluded in Peking in 1926, as well‘ns the unf~rtunate
Incident at Niknlzensk. Since i am of the opimion that the

Japanese and fussians have something in common. in their sentiments,

- 10 - h
A
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s0o I belleve that the revival of the relations 12 years ago

1s not at all, impossible, if the competent suthorities of

both countries should wish for future reace and 4~ their Auties

sincerely and without prejudice. (cheers)
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