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Doc. 3112-(1) PRINCIPLE OF THE EMPIRE'S NATIONAL POLICIES
i IN KEEPING WITH THE SHIFTING SITUATION; Meeting
in the Imperial Presence (GOZEN KAIGI),
July 2, 1941.
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Opinion, October 13, 1941.

Doc. 3112-(4) (Foreign Top Secret)
Supplement to the Japan-United States Negotiations,
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Mr. NAXAMURA /signatures MAZAMURA/, please
show this ¢o Hr. M‘p Masaaki :

/T Above twe mpqu'm
marginal notes written in iuk./

The Empire's Poreign Poliey for Coping with the
Present International Situation

AMAU's Opinion (13 Ootober 1941)

1. The Hwpire's iimutable national policy consists of the
execution of the 00 Incident and firm establishment of the
Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. The Empire will ressh a desision
mwmmmummomw. She will
breok no interference by other powers. However, even if, dlaregarding the
present complisated situation im internmational relatioms, the Empire at-
tempted to accomplish this, it would de extremely diffisult to count on
Sucoess. There is an inssparable relatiomship dstween the European War
and the development of the internetional situation socompanying it,

2. mmmmnmbmmumwucm. on
one side, and Germany and Italy, spread to the
Balkans, whereupen the Soviet invelved, snd it seems that

exercising delligerent rights

. ““““ﬂ“‘*’ﬂM.’ma leu.hr-qul
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war. If Germany should succeed in cepturing NMosoow before winter, the
Soviet Union would probably sue for & separate pesce. Bven {f the nego-
tiations for pesnce do net materialise, Cermany oould cengquer Soviet
Eussia with her military power or oould advance to Southern Russia or

to the Near East. In any event, Soviet Russia will blockade the eastern
regions and turn to the decisive war with England. However, judging from
her present gondition, England, supported by the United States, will comn-
tinue & more stubborm resistance. Therefore, it will probably be a long
war, Generally speaking, a protracted war will be disadvantageous to
Germany and Italy. The prospects of the war cannot de predicted.

¢, The sucoessful settlement of the Sino-Japanese Incident and the
establishment of the Greater East Asie Co-Prosperity Sphere are mutually
related. Although four years of holy war have already clapsed since the
bogianing of the Sino-Japanese Incident, and in spite of the variowms
efforts made during this peried, there is no {immediate prospect of the
collapse of the Chiang regime. Although the foundation of the Chungking
Regime 15 shaking, it comtinues its resistance, relying on England and the
United States. The Empire is now standing at & cross-road, whether to
rely exclusively on the sweeping foree of military might, or to cut off
British and Amerioan aid through diplomacy. The establishment of the
Greater Fast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere has beooms more and wore difficuls
through the rupture of ecencmioc relations with Japan and pressure through
encirclement by England, the United States, and the Netherlands., There-
fore, the Pmpire is now compelled to comsider the sdvantages and disod-
vantates of the use of arms in enforeing its policies.

If the Zmpire should start eperations in the scuthern regicns,
she would at onoe oclash with the Snglish, Amsriean, and Duteh ensircle-
mont oamp; the Soviet Uniom and the Chisng regime would set in conjunction
with them, and the Empire would be forved te carry out operations en four
fronts by herself. BEven if Germany and Italy, in aceordance with the
operation of the Tri-Fartite Pact, tried te assist the Bapire, it would
actually be extremely diffiocult under the present comditioms. Mereover,
even supposing that the Soviet Oovermment would cellapse, the advance into
Russian territory in the Par East by the German and Italian armies would
actumlly be diffioult, and the German and Italian navies would net have
enough reserve streugth to assist the Imperial ¥Wavy. Although it would
not be impossibdle for Germany in Europesn Russia %o restrain the Soviet
Far Bastern Army from the rear, not much ocould be sxpeated here either.

Te may say that German and Italian sspistance would de chiefly spiritual.
On the other hand, the United States would be able to assist the Soviet
Union and to undertake operstions against the Empire by taking advantage
of Eastern Siberia. The Ohiang regime in Chima would continue its resis-
tance with added spirit and the attitude of the Wang Regime (Natiomal
Sovt.) also would be something which could mot harbor designs (TH: Per-
hapes the author erred for “"could mot be predicted"/,
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