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chronoloegy of the Japan Communist Party
I?“lﬂ‘blﬁi[ the Ceeupa 4. Oy Jlﬁi‘}ﬂi - 1952,

_ - Bt ety piv/OPNS/LIF/g
i Doe Res Bee¢ 16 May 1952

1 1. Attached hereto are five (5) copies of Summry of Infurmetion dated
30 April 1952, Subject as above (Inel 1),

2, The attached chrenology is not intended to be a continuous or an
exhaustive history of JCP sctivities but is believed to be useful as a ref-
erence work covering the more impartant events affeeting the JO© from Oet 45

to Apr 52.
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE JAPANESE CONMNUNIET PARTY DURING THE
OCCUPATION, 1945 - 1904.
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sLal directive osdering the release of political pilsorers
in October 1945 until the ead of the¢ Occupation on 28 April
1952, '

lhe JCP had, for all practicel purp.ses, ceased to be
a functioning orgaiilization rrom the time of the laisge scale
round-up aid impeisonment of its ofi'lcials gnd icadlng mem-
bers 1n 1928. with the relecase of the imprisoned leaders
and the return from abroad of exiled Communists following thc
end of the war, the Pasty found itself once more 1in the posi-
tion of aua influcnece and force to be contended witn in Japa-
nese politics. Its policics, tactics, aid strategy underweill
frequent changes d.uring the Occupation. The extent of 1its
membessnip and support, its political power, and tne scope
=nd effectivencvss of its propaganda media heve also variea
witih the changing cuvsents of post-war Japan. 7The followlng
are sotme of the more significant events and occuiscnces winlch
have marked the history of the JCP undci the Cccupation,

= Seents Secwunl ,an., (B U1 Yo AL
N - ¢
w-Z
? = scty Div/0Orud/mve | e 30 apsil 1952
-~
= SUlkAnY OF IirU.ldua't ION
mé il i ey ‘ - . T 3 _ -4 , r..
= SUpJdBCT: Chro.uiology of the Japan Communist Pacty During ine
= Occupation, 1945 - 1952
N N——=
n =
= = |
- L1 ODUCT IO
. =
S - - ‘ | A g o
S = The foirlowing chronology 1s not intended to be €ltner
R & coutiuuous or an exhaustive history of the activitics of
L E tne Japan Communist Party (JCP) during the Cccupation pesiod.
o= 1t seeks to present as a veference worsk rather than es an
= a.alytical study a description of some of the more important
p— events whicih occur.ed from the tine of the issuaunce of une
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1945

e
2

4 Uct

A

|

, bCaPIN wo. 93, ".emoval of nestrictious on kPoiitiecl,
TEviLk . ang fneligion ibertics . was issued to the Japanese
v Am “1tt30tanied %Be% W1}

O

L = Government.,” It con a prdvision alrecting a
-= peasons now detained, impeisoncd, uncesr 'protectlon Or suu-
= veillance,' or whosc freedom is vestaicted in any olher man-
NS neL...when the reason...was bocause of thelir thought, .speeci,
- religion, politicel b liefs, or assembly" snoulid be relecgsed
o= by 10 Oct 45, %This dircciive resulted in the relesse from
w = prisoin of all political prisoners, inc.uding all or the in.-
= prisoned pre-war JCP liadess,
-5 2l
= 5-9-10 Uct
= 1T0KUDA kyuichi, Suluh Yoshio, liiXAlCLO Kenji, HoJlKa1a
= Yoshl, Kali.Yai.4 dhigeo, TaKabkUnb leiu, LaidUnOLO Kazuml,
= NISiildewa nyujl, LiN 1cin Kail, NaKallloHi Ko, HAKaliuDA Satomi,
= 190 nitsu, K&aSUuA Shoichiy kabUaa vhojiro, KOWNO Yojiro, kiXa-
N—= k0UT0 nenji, and otvhe. leading pre-war JCP membess were released
k- f'rom prison. & total of over 200 Communists were freed theoug:-
:_; out Japan.
g—:-i 1.5 UCT

The JCP wes formalily svecestablished when 1t was c1e3ls-
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in: fi.ures in the JCP adarecssed the Congress on such matilers

un-‘.-------§ ' | Vi : /‘h
= fizcwu@ZT ﬁSQRDQPZWZ§¢ ,Epnzﬁ§zovwaf—ﬂu.
—— - /i S
Nv-r;- :z'
-l 1945
?;;g &%ﬁ?%ﬁas a legal political part, with headquastcrs 1n Yoyogl,
"E 20 uct
W= .
= The newspapel akahata ("ned Flag'") was republished for
.- tue first time since 1934 as the official osrgan of tThe JCP
m = with an initial issue of 10,000 copics. SalGA Yoshio actcd
F = as Chicf Editor., The ncwspaper's offices viere opened in JCP
EN-Z= Headquarters, Originaily publiishcd as a weekly, it leter
E = became o« dally in Jct 47/.
0 =
L 00 —— ,
"f'm = 1-3 Dec
‘;_E he JCP Fourth Netional Conjress was held at JCP Head-
= quarters, attended by 500 reprcscntatlves, This was the
—— first nationai congress to meet since 1926. lany of the lead-

il

ver
i

as the genciral situation and immediate tasks of the Party,

the Party's program for action, and Party policy. The articles
of the Pasty and the rnules and negulations wese declded upon.

£ scven-man Cenural Committee heaaed by LOKUDa Kyuichl as

youth training ground for futurc participection in the Party's

N vecretary Gencwral, and 1ncluding KallYhla Shigeo, SHIuA Yoshlo,

@ = 1.1Yal.0910 Kenji, HAKaliaDA batomi, KUKOKI Shigenori, and KIN
e _ % Ten Kai, was set up. The following platform was aeclaed upo.i:

il - cbolition of the Empcror bystem, establishment of a People's

I nepublican Government, formation of a Populsr Front, and dcs-
i truction of the military clique, the burcaucrats, the Zal-

D = batsu, and the feuael system. The number of registercd JGP
-5 wembels at the time the Congress met was approximately 1,000,
_‘E 4 bec
@B

= The Young Comiunist wcaguce was cstablished at JCP decd-
N quarters in Tokyo on thc basis of plens laid in hov 45. 1he

= ¢establishment of the Lcague so soon after the reactivation of
-_= the JCP wes indicative of the importence whicin the Party at-
G _— - » \ e : RO ’ % y - -~

= tached to it. The League originally appuared to bc merely a
L branch of the Party intended to acquaint Japancse youth witn
© s l.arxist piinciples, but soon achicved nominal autonomy as a

A

I

O

work, It sponsored athlctic cvents, lectuses, study ciubs,
and dramatic and social activitics. kstablished on a nation-
sl busis, it was ovganized prefecturally by regions and lo-

N -
- E caily by distiicts and cclls,  liembcrship was composed malnly
B of fectory and office workers, stuuents, teachers, end labol'«
N ci'8e  “ihe League lost ' its identity in apr 49 ‘when 1t was
= nerged with scveral other youth groups into the Japan Demo-
N—= cratic Youth associatlion. | |
o = 11 Dce
- =
'E TOKUDA Kyuichi took pest in the scttliment of the Yoml-
= uri-Hochi Newspeper bmployec Union Strike. This was the Tirst
= important post-war strike, involving approximately 2,000
NS cmployees of the ncwspaper. The Yomiuri-Hochi Wewspaper km-
el ployccs Union wés .organized on 25 Oct, and 1t proceceded to
Nfé cnter on a_coll@ctivuustruggla wihich scught To dumogratizp '
NTS the operation of the firm and to securc better working condi-
- tions. -In these demands the Union nad the backing of the O-
5= cialist Party, thc JCP, and thc Asahi and Mainichl Ncwspaper
= Company unions and ccitain cultural organizations, On 21 Nov
z_l'-_:" o letropolitan hediation Commitice was formed to scttle the

&

O
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NOSuKA Sanzo returned to Japan for the first time since

-‘-—:—: . . : - L J /7 v 0
E Secih o Sacinilly  Infoim e
= : /// 4 <
N - 7 ,
;“hé 1945
3 o | . , e
= strike, but it never functioned beccuse of opposition by the
= Union. On 4 Dec « Provisionul liediction Committee wis set up
. which settled the strike on 11 Dec in favor of the Union.
= 10KUD& wos a member of the Committee representing the Unlon.
= py the terms of the agreement, all of the former executlves,
0= including President ShORIKI hatsutaro, were forced to retire,
X = and- the management of the firm was placed in the hands of a
C — management council. BaBa 1sunego, the senior journalist, was
¢ = appointed President of ine Company. '
o=
. 1946
o= |
= 4 Jan
e = 2

A

|

O

1940, & leadingz pre-war figure in the Party, he spent tne

the meeting on the reactionary character of various Government
neasures and the class nature of various political pasties.
NOSAKA Sanzo read the draft of the Declaration of the Congress,

:“é war years in exile in Yenan and North China working with the
é = Chinese Communists and o:ganizing the Japanese People's Emancl-
o= pation League. During the war NUSaKa expounded the policy of
Q) = minimizing the Party's stand on abolition of the Emperor S5ys-
-_= tem, and he succeeded in persuading the JCP 1o adopt a mose
= lenient attituue on this matter after his return. He was also
W= - responsible for .the inauguration of the "popular front" tactic,
= in which the JCP cooperated with other political partiles and
D = zroups to attain its ends. He advocated the theory of "peace-
r— ful revolution" by parliamentary procedure in an attempt to
= win support from less radical leftist groups. NOS.KA's theo-
- = ries dominated the JCP until he wes reprimanded by the Comin-
O E form in Jan 50 for not pursuing more agzressive policles a-
_f; gainst the Occupation Forces.
~ =
= 24 Feb
1G:§ The JCP Fifth National Congress was held at the Kyobashl
= Public Hall in Tokyo, attended by approximately 1,000 represen-
- tatives. . with SHIGA Yoshio presiding, TOKUDa Kyulchl addressed

It stated that the principal objective of the Communist Party

o

- of Japan was to accomplish the bourgeols democratic revolution,

. currently in progress, in a pcaceful, derocratic way, follow-

a ing which the Party would seek the establishment of a soclal-
ist structure. The Declaration listed the following objectilves

o of he Party: abolition of the Emperor System, €stablishment
of a popular nepublican Government, reduction of land rents

2: and redistribution of land, nationalization of the property of
war criminals and dissolution of finance capital, unification

e of banking institutions and freezing of funds of landowne.s

G and capitalists, institution of a minimum wage for workers, and
liberation of women from feudalistic.subordination,

> .

A 13-man Central Committee was elected, composed of NOSAKA

N Sanzo, 110 mitsu, I10 Kenichi, HaShGAWA Hiroshl, KabUGA Sho-

. ichiy, K4aSUGA Shojiro, KOWNO Yojiro, NIoHIba.A lakaji, MATSU-

- SuKI Kumaji, UCHINO Takechiyo, MIZUlalNI Takashi, KU.AHALa

ox Korendo, and OKaDA Bunkichi. A 20-man Central Committee Candi-

€ s

date Pool also was appointed.
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1946

“One of the speakers stated that the actual number of party
members by this time had reached 6,000.

25 Feb

ihe first issue of Zenei ("Vanguard") was psinted. This
bi-monthly magazine, appearing on the first and 15th of each
month, was the forerunuer of numerous other JCP publlcatlons
veflecting the Party line. | -

10 Apr

- In general elections held for the .ower iHcuse of the Diet,
the JCP won five seats, gaining 2,135,000 popular votes through-
out Japan, or 3.85 percent of the total votes cast. 1he Dlet
seats were won by TOKUDA Kyuichi, NOSAKa Sanzo, SHIGA Yoshio,
TAK4KUnA Teru, and KanhdabAl.a Toshiko., s ~

1 luay

Thé first post-war-llay Day was celebrated throughout Japan.
some 300,000 laborers assembled in downtown Tokyo despite rainy
weather and marched in orderly fashion. There were no incil-
dents of trouble os disordesr. hepresentatives of the mairchers
were acco.ded an interview with Premier SHIDEHmid. The resolu-
tions drawn up by the demonstrators called for establishment
of the vizht to strike and bargain collectively, opposition to
dismissal of employees and lock-outs in factories, enactment
of unemployment allowances and insuisance, aind establishment
of a seven hour work day. P

19 Liay

"Food lLiay Day" was celebrated thusoughout Japan. Oger '
150,000 persons assembled in the lmperial Palcace Plaza demand-
ing "more food on which to live.," Over 500 }abor unipns wfre -
represented. Leading a masch to Premiev-deslgnatle YOSHIDA' s
of'icial residence, TOKUDA Kyuichi, Secretary uegeral o? the
JCpP, presented demands to Goveinment representatives, The slo-
gans utilized on this occasion called for opp051tlonlto*comgui-
sory measurcs for rice delivery, immcdlate rclcase ol the rice
stored by landowners, establishment of priorities for additional
rice rations to heavy industry laborers, stamplng ogt gf black
market restaurants, immediate distribution of stored rice,
overthrow of the YOSHID# Cebinet, and immediate organization
of a democratic people's front. | e L '

20 lay

4 statement issued by SCAP contained a strong admonition
against mob violence. The statement read: "I find 1T neces-
sury to caution the Japanese people that the growing ?endgncy
towards mass violence and physical processes of intimidatlon,
under osrganized leadership, piresent a grave menace to the
future development of Japan...ihe physical violence which un- .
disciplined elemernts are now beginning to practice will not be
pcrmitted to continlie...If minor elements of  Japanese society
are unable to exelcise such self-restraint and self-respect-as
the situation and conditions require, I shall be forced to take
the necessary steps to control and remedy such a deplorable

— e —
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-n cxecutive group known as the Yomiuri Ncwspaper neconstrucs
tion Cowncil. The AJNhWU was one of ihe influential members
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P situation." In answer to this obvious warning to the Commu-
= nists, the JCP replied: "The statement on the¢ maintenance of
= social order is a secret plot to oppress wholly the general
e democratic movement to cope with the hunger and bankruptcy of
= the life of the peonle." -
" 2 | ¢
X = 12 Jul
¢ = . 8ix hundred meémbesrs oi the Yomiuri Newspaper Chapter of”
6= the Communist-dominated All Japan Hewspeaper and nadlo Wolrkels
T-= Union went on strike in protest against Presidecnt BaBa Tsunego's
'\ = rcfusel to reconsider the dismissal of JCP member SUZUKI 1lomin
o= and five other editors. This was the climax of long standing
= friction between BuBs and SUZUKI over the latter's repeated
e violation of Cccupation censosship. BA4BA had . the backlng of -

il

of the projected National Ccou ress of Industiial Unions. &
dispute developed within the Yomiuri Cuipter itsclf over the
legitimacy of the strike, with some employces contlnulng on

voer
i

was later .evitalized and intensified by Party pollcy-makers
in connection with the Japanese Peace 1lreaty and the U.S5. -
Japan Security ract.

A

I

O

@N_E their jobs. On 15 Jul President BaBa announced the dismissal
- = of 32 cmployeces on the striking committee., The non-striking
MOE faction later withdrew from the Union, and the Yomiuri was able
R = to resume partial publication on 20 Jun, though the sirikc con-
L tinued for some time thereafter, |
83:...; 4 Aug
L = The theme of '"colonialization" of Japan by the United States
r= first achieved prominence in the JCP propaganda line. I10 Ritsu, -
= prominent Communist from pre-wer days, made a statement on this
- date charging that the importation of foreign capital would
= mean a “semi~-colonial" status for Japen. The Yomiuri strikers
= = had car.ied banners inscribed with the words '"colonialized
= Japan" on 26 Jul, and on 1 Au; a Yomiuri striker stated, "Ameri-
. ca's objective is to colonize Japan. The actions of capital- -
© = ists of both countries point to that objective." Tuls theme

bl

= 2l Aug

~ The National Cun_ress of I.dustrial Unions (Sanbetsu),
organized.as a Japuicse counterpart of the American CIO,; held

N its inaugural meeting in Tokyo. Lubracing 138 national unions
and over 1,000,000 members, the NCIU was Communist-dominwtcd

o from its inception and assumed the position of the stronghold

- of the JCP in the labor moveie.t. Iuvs adherence to the JCP:
line was accomplished through a majority of Pasty members 1n

o its executive orga.s, despite thc fact that actual JCP members
among the total membership of the unions affiliated wita 1t

N probably did not exceed 5%. 1he NCIU had as its first chailr-
man KIKUNAMI Katsumi, concurrently Ciicirman of the Aii-Japan

. Ne.spaper and nadio workers Union. KIKUNALI was not known to

o be a Communist krarty member at the time, but later publicly

- anno.nced his JCP affiliation on 10 September 1947,
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] 2 3 Sep
*=
= Following a clash between pro and anti-strike groups at
w-= a meeting of the All Japan Seamen's Union in Kobe, a resolution
= was adopted to hold a shipping strike on 10 Sep. This was the
= first large strike directed by the NCIU, and tie-ups in shipping
aoE occurired in the port areas of Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya, and Kyu-
E 3 shu. The strike was settled at a meeting on 19 Sep between
EN-Z= representatives of the Union, the Ship Operators Assoclatlon
c = (CL1C), and the linistry of Transportation, and formally called
T o= off on 20 Sep. -
o-—é 13-15 Sep _
__[E On 13 Sep the Government .nailway workers Union, undelr
——= moderate leadership, reached a compromise agreement in a rail
> dispute with the Government. The JCP, working through the NCIU,

planned to call a rail strike on 15 Sep which would have been
the signal for setting off wide-spread strikes in other indus-
tries. The Party's attempts to upset the agreement failed,.

NS and only relatively minor local strikes developed. The failure
@ = to bring about the strike was a definite set-back to the JLP
— which had hoped to make a bid for power and to galin an oppor-
%‘_E tunity to embarass the Occupation Forces.
-2 10 Oct
> 3
T 'he period from 10 (ct on into November embraced the so-
= called "October Strike Ofiensive." Strike activity during Octo-
. ber was planned by the NCIU for the avowed purpose of under-
= mininz the political position of the YOSHIDA Cabinet, and fol-
dué lowed on the attempted instigation of a wave of strikes 1n
B Sep. ‘‘he Hewspaper and nadio workers Union launched a strike
E on 5 Oct. Thirteen newspapers suspended pubiication and several
™= stations of the Japan Broadcasting Company shut down their actl-
' vities. (n 10 Oct 50,000 members of the Hokkaido Chapter of
= the All Japan Coal Miners Union (Zen Sekitan) went on strike,

causing suspension of operations at 36 of the 50 mines in Hok-
kaido. The strike cut national coal production by approximate-
ly 100,000 tons. 7The All Japan Electric Industry Workers Unlon
(Densan) went on strike on 14 Oct and on 19 Oct began to stage

- a five minute blackout ecach nizht in defiance of the orders of
= the Central Labor kelations Committee. The ilotion PFicture and
N_E Theatrical Woskers Union, including the Toho, Shochiku, and
= Daiei Companies, went on strike on 15 Oct. ILotion picture thea-
o = ters operated by these companies were closed by Fhe employees,
W= and production of films was suspended., In addition to these
= strikes, several local chapters of the llarine Products: Workess
= Union, the Chemical workers Union, the Publisheis and Printers
= Union, and the Machine Tool Industry workers Union went on
N_= strike during Cct. ilany of the disputes were settled by the
- end of the month, but som¢ continued on into NOv.
:_E-'-: 17/ Dec
N—= Lzbor demonstrations reached a new peak at a huge rally in
= lokyo which demanded the dissolution of the Diet. This demon-
"_= stration showed that leftist and Communist leaders -weré: capable
0 -
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" in Japan and the WEiU.

rick waldberg and Welly Lakham.
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1946

of organizing large masses of individuals. Iany other demon-
strations were held on this date, with an estimated 200,000
individuals attending those in Tokyo and surrounding prefecturcs.

£947
31 Jarn

| A Communist-promoted general strike scheduled to be held
on 1l Feb and to be participated in by the All Japan Government
and Public lorkers Union (Zen Kanko), the National Congress of
industrial Unions, -and the General Federation of Trade Unions,
was called off by the Central Struggle Committee 1n 1okyo as a
result "of the Strike Prohibition Order issued by SCAP on 31 Jan.
Aimed at paralyzing the nation's economy 1n an effort to over-
throw the YOSHID4 Government, the strike, if carried out, would
have suspended communications, transportation, and other Govern-
ment services. 7The ban on the strike was! greeted with relief
by thé¢ general public and by workers in many unions who hed €X-
pressed bitterness at their leaders' persistence in pacrticipat-

10 Mar

The National woiaison Council of Labor Unions (Zenroren) -
was organized through the consolidation of a number of Commu-
nist-dominated unions and labor groups with the entire National
Congress of Industrial Unions as 1its nucleus. This organization
became the liaison organ between pro-Communist labor elements
It also, acted as an agency for dispers-
ing pro-Sovie¢t and Communist propaganda, and osgeanized mass
meetings «nd demonstrations among Communist-dirccted uniomns.

" The NLCLU was -officiaily recognized by the WFIU as 1ts Japancse

affiliate in Jan 49, at which timc¢ it represented upwards of .
5,000,000 workers. The organization was ordesed dissolved by
the Japanese Government on 30 Aug 50, by which time 1its member-
ship had decrcased to less than /00,000, e

' o

1/-23 Lar

nepresentatives of the world Federation of Trade Unions
arvived in Japan. They included W. F. Townsend of the U.D.A.,
Erncst Bell of Great Britain, iouis Saillant of France, lilk- -
hail Tarasov of the U.S.S.n., and Interpretcr-Secrctarics Pat-
The Federation was organized
in Paris in vet 45 and comprised the principal unions and cen-
tral labor bodies of various countries, with the chief’ excep-
tion of the american Federation of Labor. O0f the reprcsenta-
tives, only Townsend and Bell were not pro-Communist, and the
radical leftist element in the group usually dominated 1t.
Japenese Communist and leftist labor leaders attempted to uti=
lize the visit of the wFIU delegates to protest against the

SCaP order banninz the 1 Feb strike and to promote the movement

to admit Japanese labor unions into the WF1U. .The delegation
toured Japan until 29 ilarch, visited Korea from 30 May until

2 Apr, and conferred with labor lecaders in Tokyo from 3 to 7
Apr. The visit of this group gave impetus to the leftist labor
movement in Japan, especiaily to the activities of the Natlonal
Liaison Council of wLabor Unions (Zenroren).
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20 Apr

In elections for the newly established Upper House (for-
merly House of Peers), the Communists won four seats, polling

706,000 popular votes, or 3.08 percent of the total cast. The

successful candidates were NAKANO Shigeharu, NAKANISHI Ko, HO-
SOKAwA Karoku, and ITANO Katsujil.

25 Apr

In elections for the Lower House, the Communists also won
four scats, but this number was less than they had won 1in 1946,
They received a total popular vote of 1,002,800, or 3.6 percent
of the total votes cast. In one serious set-back, SHIGA Yoshio
was defeated in Osaka., The successful candidates were NOSAKA
Sanzo, TOKUDA Kyuichi, HAY«SHI Hyakuro, and KIMUnA Sakee.

1 May

At a lMay Day celebration in Tokyo participated in by |
300,000 persons, resolutions were adopted calling 1or par?icie
pation in the International Labor Organization and establisn-
ment of a minimum wage system. Slogans utilized on the occa-
sion called for opposition to Government oppression of the right
to strike, freedom of speech, pubiication, meeting and demon-
stration, opposition to compulsory rice delivery, promotion oI
Japanese vepatriation and supplying of sufricient food, cloth-
ing s and housing to repatriates and war victlms.

23 Cet’

" 'O0YulMA Ikuo, pre-war leftist leader, returned to Japan atter
a 15 year exile in the United States. A voluminous writer for
the leftist press prior to his departure from Japan, OYalA ac-
cepted the Chair of Political Science at iWaseda University after
his return, asse.ting that he had no intention of entering into
active politics. He has, however, consistently acted &s a pro- -
ponent of the JCP Party line. 1In 1948 he was a leadlng PR .,
moter of the JCP-sponso.ed Democracy Protection League (Mlnyodo)9
and hus acted as a sponsor of the Communist-front Japan-Soviet
Friendship Society. LElected to the House of Councillors as an
Inaependent in Jun 50, OYAliA used his influence to promote the
best interests of the Party there, advocating en over-all Peace
Trecty and the early withdrawal of Occupation Forces. In aug “
50 he fathered the Japan Peace Protection Committee, a new JCP
"peace" front formed to consoiidate Soviet-line “peace' actl-
vities in Japan. kecognition of his service to the cause of
Communism came in Nov. 50 when, at the Second iorld Congress of
the Partisans of Peace in lWarsaw, he wes appointed (in absentia)-
an executive member of the VWorld Peace Council which wcs formed.
at that time; later in Dec 51, he was awarded a Stalin Peace
Prize. OY&liA's lack of any official connection with the JCP
has accorded his statements and activities more propaganda value
than they would have had if he wese a known Communist. OYala
was refused a passport by the Japanese Government when he app%led*
to attend the formal presentation of the Stalin Peace Prizes 1n
lioscow in Apr 52. |

8
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20=24 Dec

The Sixth National Congress of the JCP wds held at Kyo-
bashi Hall in Tokyo. The Congress centered its discussion
around adoption of NOSuKA's plan for “peaceful revolution,"
which 1t decided to follow as its official course of actlon.
The central Party structure was reorganized, with an expansion
of the Central Committee, a reduction in the membership of the
Central Committee Candidate Fool to 10 members, and other minor
changes in commit.ees and councils. The following 25 persons
were elected to membership in the Central Committee: KIN Ten
Kai, MIYsliOTO Kenji, HAKAlMsDA Satomi, TOKUDA Kyuichl, KALIXYAlA
Shigeo, IT0 Kitsu, SHIGs Yoshio, NOSAKA Sanzo, ITO Kenichi,
KaSUGA Sheoichi, MATSULUTO Kazumi, SHIDA Snhigeo, SHIKAKAWA Haru-
ichi, MALSULOCTO Saneki, NOZAKA fyu, KASUGA Shojiro, KUnaHki.A
Koreto, TAKENAKA Tsunesaburo, TAKAKUnA Teru, KAMLYalA Kozo,
KOWNNO Yojiro, HaSEGAWA Hiroshi, KISHILIOTO Shigeo, L'OSAKA Kan,
and Sal0 Satoji. TOKUDA Kyuichia wes reelected Secretary General
of the Party at the post-convention meeting of the Centrual Com-
mittee on 25 Dec. This was the last official National Congress
held by the JCP.

1948
1l Jan

The JCP Central Committee issued a declaration calling for
a "democratic racial front." A4ppealing to "all the people and
all democratic powers," the Party served official notice that
it stood ready to enter into joint action with all parties and
groups which would cooperate with it in establishing a "people's
government to save the race from destruction." This policy has
since been followed by the JCP without deviation, and was 1in-
tensified after the San Francisco Peace Conference, when the
Party actively sought the cooperation of both leftist and na-
tionaiistic groups in opposing both the Peace Treaty and the
U.Se.~Japan Sccurity Pact, |

19 Mar - 19 Apr

Commencing with a demonstration by some 45,000 persons
representing 19 labor unions in the Imperial Plaza on 19 Mar,
during which . speeches were made by Communists NOSAKA Sanzo,
KIKUNaMi+ Katsumi, DOBsSHI Kazuyoshi, and KaN liakoto, this period
wes characterized by many strikes and disputes involving the
Council of Government and Public Workers Unions (Zenkanko) and
including coal miners, teachers, and electrical and communicea-
tions workers. Such strikes were usually regional in scope and
of 24 hour ducration. On 3 Apr the SCAP order which benned the
projected 1 Feb 47 general strike was officially interpreted
by the Japanese Government to include regional as well as
nation-wide strikes, and this served to check the wave of re-
gional strikes, althiough 24 hour strikes continued sporadically
in most industries. 7The strikes abated after 19 Apr when a
Government mediation plan was accepted by the Council. |

1l liay

Orderly llay Day celebrations were held throughout Jagan,
In Tokyo an estimated 350,000 persons participated in rallles.

9
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TOKUDA Kyuichi, becretary Geneval of the JCP, ASANULA Inejiro,
Executive Secretary of the Socialist Farty, as well as numerous
labor union representctives, made speeches. The resolutions
adopted by demonstrators colled for opposition to unfavorable

(3]
changes in labor laws, opposition to war and the scfeguarding
of world peace, and opposition to unjust intervention in the
o autonomous education of Koreuns. 4n estimcted 7,000 members of
2 the Korean Federation participated in the demonstration,
& . |
§ 22 Jul
-
- SCAP in a letter to Prime liinister ASHIDA called for sweep-
“ ing revisions of the Nctional Public¢ Service Law to the end
- that Government employees be permitted neither to strike nor to
o bargain collectively with the Government. The ASHIDA Cabinet
e announced its interpretation of this letter as an order calling

deedntd it dbatd st nsndnn i

il

ver
l

for imediate action and issued a '"Potsdam Ordinance" - a mea-
sure based upon the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration, by
which the orders of "SCAP could be made law immediately, without
waiting for the Diet to act. The ordinance became cffectlve

that it is contrary to the definite policy of the Far East Com-

N on 31 Jul. Known as Cabinet Ordinance No, 201, 'its enactment
@ = rcsulted in greatly rcducing the effectiveness of the Communist
- potential to incite strikes. It specifically provided that
= "no public employee may rcsort to strikes or engage in delayilng
Ha = or other dispute tactics which tend to impair the efficiency

- 2 of ope.ations of nutional government or local public entitles.
81:3 Provisions of this Ordinance were subsequently enacted by the
'm*é Diet into the National Public Service Law,

—— 11l Aug

. ¢ .Major General A.P. Kislenko, U.S.S.n. iepresentative on
- the Allied Council for Japan, addressed a letter of protest 1o

- SCAP in which he stated: "I hereby insist that your directilve

™= concerning the public servants law, dated 22 . July 1948, the
= actions taken by the Japanese Government based thereon, and the
i by-law of the Osaka Police Force should be revoked on the grounds

A

l

O

mission and thc potsdam Declaration." This letter was given
great prominence in the Communist press and set off fresh JCP
attacks on the Government. -

-
15 Aug
Z , o
" In a nine-point pcace plan issued by the JCP Politburo,
2 the Party for the first time stated. its detailed views on the
W question of a peace treaty. The declaration specified the fol-
_ lowing fundamental principles for. a falr peace treaty: ceradl-
> cation of militaristic and fascist powers, complcte recovery of
sovereignty, return of formcr possecssions which should belong
N - :to Japan from the racial and historical point of view, complete
y withdrawal of troops from Japan and her territories, oppositilon
ha to any condition which would draw Japan 1into international dis-
L - putes, establishment of equal economic relations with various
~countries of the world, assurance that reparations would not
& interfere with thc development of peacetlime industries, parti-
cipation in the United Nations,.world pabor Union Congress, and
~ other international osgans, and finally, opposition to a sepa-

€ o
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W= 1948
gh_g the former A£1lied Nations as ecarly as possible. The policles
= announced in the declaration remained the basis of the JCP's
2 attitude toward the conclusion of a peace treaty.. =
= 27 kug
N —— | . _ |
ﬁ = " fhe JCP-directcd Democracy Protection League (Minyodo) was
g = inaugurated at a preparatory meecting -attendcd by 150 delegates
T = from 44 labor unions and leftist organizations which was held
8 = in the House of Councillors, Tokyo. #Also present werc high-
£0-= ranking JCP leaders such as 1OKUDA Kyuichi and NCSAK4A Sanzo.
L= One of the main objectives of the League wes to oppose Cabinet
o= Ordinance No. 201 which banned strikes-by Government workers.
= Its elected officers were all known JCP-members or sympathizers,
P snd directives were issued by JCP Headquerters urging prefec-

st
E“
e

A

l

tural area committecs to persuade labor unions and other "demo-
cratic" osganizations to join. Organized as a loose federatlon
of some 80-odd labor unions and leftist orgcnizations, the DPL =
developed into one of the main JCP front organizations for direct-

ing the Party's popular agitation movements.

Machine and Tool Workers Union (Zenkiki), the All Japth Iron
and Steel Wovkers Union (Zen Tetsuro) and -the All Japan rolling
Stock Industry workers Union (Zen Sharyo). The cstablishment

%=
® = 6 Sep
W7 - h | | ‘ , i
¥ = Lt Gen Kuzma Derevyanko issued a statement 1n a preésucpn-}‘
>3 ference in which he rcpeated Gen. Kislenko's charges made on
By = 11 Aug, and further stated that "e large wave" of protest strikes
== by Japanese woskers would "appear to be naturel.," This state-
= ment provided the necessary impetus to an intensification of
- illegal strike tactics already in process of being conducted
*= by Communist-dominated chapters of Government workers unions.
Q= Ll QT
- = Under the sponsorship of the NCIU, the A1l Japan lietal
bt workers Union (Kinzoku) was inaugurcted at a mass meceting held
- in Osaka attended by about 500 delegates and 500 spectators.
o s This union was formed through the amalgamation of the ALl Japan

0

of the AJMWU was the result of months of effort and propaganda

o]
= on the part of JCP and NCIU leaders. Immediately aftcr 1ts
| formation, JCP headquarters in Osake circulated a directive |

o ordering widespread struggles to be staged by it. With a total
membership of 180,000, the AJLWU represented the best example

N of a labor union complctely controlled by the JCP to come 1into
cxistence in Japan up to this time. - |

N

. 10 Dec

o The second national convention of the NCIU Democratization
League (Mindo) was held at the Central .abor Hall -in lokyo to -

~ ¢stablish a unified labor front independent of Communist con- ...

- trol, Following a bitter attack by specokers on the tactics and

.z policiecs of the JCP and the Communist elemcents in the NCIU,

N the convention passed a resolution to cooperate with the Japan
Federation of Labor Unions, a non-Communist labor organization. .

& sponsored by the Soecial Democratic Party. This step by the

€ o
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Democratization League masked increasing union opposition to the
JCP and Communist-dominated labor organizations.

S

[

_"ﬂ-"“- =8

p g 2 5 | - ' 5 5 T‘ - " -] / /
Seecnel” Secunidy Infermalion



DECLASSIFIED

Authority NJp) D) B 145 1

! By QZ NARA Date P -4~17_

!

i

[4

t

it 1 4

S ¥

S

- HSOC INSIM3S
z L

anttesd ottt wtsd wtned i)

I‘Hllll o

il

vor

S 7 l " r ﬂ “-.._.._.L-J:t‘
Spendils  Secndy J nfermal n

—

S

1949
23 Jan

In elecctions for the Lower House, the Communists won 35
scats out of 466, They received a total of 2,985,000 votes,
or almost 10 percent of the total populer vote. With Communist
candidates gaining in almost every section of Japan, this elec=-
tion marked the height of JCP political power. At this time the
registered membership of the Party was 30,700 and the estimated
total mcmbership about 150,000, %he JCP-dom.nated labor unions
cmbrace€d approximately 2,000,000 of the 6,700,000 organized B
workers in Japan, and exercised some influence oves approximately
another millions Among the JCP candidates elected were promi-
ncnt JCP leaders such as NOSskA Sanzo, TOKUDA Kyulchli, KAZAHAXA
Yasoji, KIKUNAMI Katsumi, KARASAWA Toshiko, KAMIYAMA Shigeo, |
DOB&SHI Kazuyoshi, KASUG4 Shoichi, HAY.SHI Hyakuro, KAWiDA Kenji,
SHIGA Yoshio, KAWAKalMI Kenichi, IWOGUCHI Masao, and ThaNAKa Gyo-
hel, |

22 APL

test was addressed to Premier YOSHIDA, the Presidents of the

- The inaugural convention of the Japan-Soviet Friendship
D = Society was held in Tokyo with over 500 JCP membeis and sympa-
= thizers in attendance. A Soviet liission representative and
- NOSaKa Sanzo made speeches praising the U.5.S5.4, The conven-
"o 2 tion elected an entire slate of Communists as officials with KAN
8;'5 Makoto as Chairman and HiJIKaiA Yoshi and HOnIL Muraichi as Vice-
N Chairmen., Wwith a claimed membership of over 10,000 within two
i years after its inauguration, the JboFS soon developed into one
= of the leading JCP front orgzanizations. The Society engages 1n
— the promotion of Soviet movies, music, literature, nussian lan-
= guage courses, and pro-Soviet propaganda in general. 1t has
:_E established branches throughout Japan.
= 1 lay
®°=
= From 275,000 to 300,000 persons demonstrated in Tokyo cal-
o= ling for the overthrow of the YOSHID4 Cabinet. & formal pro-

A

|

O

House of hepresentatives and the House of Councillors, and the
Suoreme rublic Prosecutor over the Government's "high-handed ‘
and anti-democratic conduct.," The slogans carsied by the demon-

== strators called for opposition to unfavorable revision of labor
= laws and regulations, opposition to administrative retrenchment

N_= and dismissal of employees, opposition to planned destruction
= of industries in line with the Nine Fundamental Economic Princi-

N~ = ples of SCAP Lconomic Advisor Dodge, and promotion of repatria-

ol tion from the Soviet Union.

s 4 lay

{;-:_E A meeting of the organizing committee established the Peace
= Preservation Society (Heiwa O llamoru Kai) under JCP and Demo-

o B cracy Protection League (liinyodo) guidance. The Society had

- 205 individuals and 94 organizations as affiliates., Its purpose
= was to further the "peace preservation movement' through propa=-

i ganda, canvassing, and railies. Tals movement was an outgrowth
= of the Communist-directed Stockholm Peace Appeal Campaign. <The

g_; PPS developed into a major Communist front organization.
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The Liaison Council of All Metropolitan Government workers
Unions (Tororen) staged a demonstration before the Tokyo .ietro-
politan Assembly in protest against further strengthening of
control over large-scale demonstrations and parades which was
due to materialize in the form of enactment of legislation eX-
tending the advance notice required for demonstrations or-gather-
ings from 48 .to 72 hours. A crowd of about 1000 demonstrators
clashed with the police, resuiting in the injury of 16 police-
men and the death of a member of the Tokyo Transport licake.s
Union, HaSHIMOTO Kinji, who fell to the ground from the third
floor of the Assembly Hail. The JCP made propuganda capltal
out of this incident, charging thaet HASHIMOLO hcd been ".iusdered"
by the police and designated the occusica of his death as a
"memorial day." & second demonstration was held the following
day at the suue locutloile.

2’7 Jun

Ggﬂﬁ Thie: 2isst repatrictes to return to Japan in 1949, 2,000
o in number, landed at Maizuru. This group showed the highes?
W degree of Communist indoctrination to date and shocked waiting
B = relatives and officials by voicing pro-Communist sentiments
O such- as "we are entering enemy territory. Don't lower your de=-
D = fensesl'" The repatriates also sang Communist songs. ' Obviously
=_= rejecting the sympathetic welcome extended them, the group ex-
= hibited a surly attitude and staged demonstrations en route to
e their homes. There were evidences of rigid control by group
N leaders and of Soviet direction of their conduct during the de=-
= barkation period. Another group of 18,000 repatriates landed
o= at laizuru on 20 Jul and exhibited the same evidences of Soviet
2 indoctrination as the 27 Jun group. |
®E 28 Jun
© = In protest against a police ovrder to remove a JCP bulletin

board in front of the Taira nailway Station in Fukushima Pref-
ecture, 700 Party members and Koreans stormed and occupiled the
laira Police Station,tried to halt a train carrying police re-
inforcements, and committed other acts of violence. Five police-

2
- men and three demonstrators were injured. On 25 Jul the Lower
. House Judicial Affairs Committee, which had been investigating
~ the incident, attributed the violence to the JCP, this being the
first case in which the National Diet had openly blamed a speci-
N fic. political party for committing social unrest. Over the period
of a year following the incident a total of 156 peirsons, mostly
8 Communists and inciuding 16 women, were apprehended for compli-
. city. They were finaily brought to trial at the Taira Branch of
the Fukushima District Court on 25 Jun 51. At their own request,
o 27 of the defendants who claimed they had broken with the JCP
were granted a separate trial on 9 Jul 51. Decisions are still
I~ pending in both cases. *
X 4-20 Jul
. The first wave of dismissals by the National sallway Corpora-
=S tion, as part of the Government's Personnel netrenchment Policy

T
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undesr the Economic Stabilization krogram, initially affected
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30,700 workers, resulting in threats of strikes and mass resige-
nations. The JCP, the National nailway Workers Union Central
Struggle Committee, and many local Union branches ordered
workers to refuse to accept dismissal notices, Despite theilr
efforts, however, only thrce percent of the 95,000 workers '
dismisscd from 1 to 20 Jul refused notices of dismissal. neslig-
nations from the Union reached 8,000 by 20 Jul. Another Commu-
nist-inspired tactic, which had commenced in Jun before the
retrenchment program actually went into effect, was a wave of1
sabotage attempts against national railways property. Hundreds
of cases involved the placing of stones, boards, and other
obstructions on tracks, in many cases by children. lhese at-
tempts sometimes resulted in the derailing of trains, causlng
‘serious damage and loss of life. mnocks, boards, and other
objects were frequently hurled through train windows.

4 noto.ious incident accompanying this wave of violence
was the death of President SHILOYulA Sadanosi of the uational
nailway Corporatidn under circumstances suggesting murdes raﬁher
than suicide. His dismembered body, obviously. mangled ?y a
train, was found under a railroad bridge north of Ueno Statlon
on 6 Jul. SHI.OYal.s had last been seen entering the litsukoshl
Department Store by his chauffeur the day prev@ous.. 1t was
never cstablished definitely whether he was alive or dead at
the time the train passed over his body, but the lietropolitan
Police issued a statement that the result of the autopsy indil-
cated murdesrs osoth the JCP and the tational-anailway Workers
Union disclaimed any responsibility in the ¢ase¢, but the im-
mediate public .reaction was to accuse the Communists of having
- coumitted the nurder. | ' -

s  Another incident of violence occurred on 13 Jul when some
100 discharged. workers in Toky seized coatrol_gf-thg manage -
pent office of the Shinagawa roundhousc, breakilng W1nQows gnd

- creating general disorder. On 15 Jul a seven carotraln_wblch i
had been standing empty slid out of the cal barn 1n thewdlpgctlon
of lL.itaka Station in Tokyo. 7The track itself was a dead end
with a bumper at the "station. - The fi:stuthxee gars‘p;og;@eq
thirough the bumper, ran thiough the statlon sta}rcgse;grQWded
with people, and smashed 1nto sgvgral nouses and a police boX.,

ix persons were killed ana 15 injured. Since the track.on
which the train moved was not graded it would have been.lm-— *
possible for the car to have rolled out of. the parr} by 1tself.,
Twelve defendants, 11 of them Communists, were 1nd1cted_for
complicity in the incident.: OI this group, only one, se._.lf-'-u
confessed TakbuCuI Keisuke, was found guilty. Le. was §ggtagced
to life imprisonment on 11 aug 50 by the Tgkyo Listrict Court,
put appealed his case to the lokyo Highers court, whlqh_qn
30 ar 51 changed the scntence to death. Another appcal to the

Supreme Cowrt is still pending. - . ‘

. 4 scrious setback for the leftist element 1n Qhe_National
rnailway workers Union occurred on 19 Jul when the_@atlongl
rnailway Corporation announced the dischaige of 1l uommgnlstg
on the Union's cventiral Struggle Committec for threatenlng violent
tactics on 13 'Jul. “his step rendered the uentrgl.btruggle
Committee officially inoperative, slnce the remalning 18 mem-
bers did not constitute a quorum,  On-19 Jul the Qogporatlon in
o fusther move announced the discharge of 41 leftlistis on the
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’;_E Union's Central Committce. This put the moderate Democrati-
2 zation League (liindo) faction in control oft the Committee. -
3 The result of these two moves was to break JCP control of the
N National nailway .orkers Union,
= | ‘
& = The Government promulgated Cabinct Order No. 300 prohibit-
¢ = ing intesference with repatriates until they rcached thelr
é = destination and were officially demobilized., This scriously
by hampered the JCP's attempts to propagandize on the return of
N = the repatriates by holding rowdy welcomes and schedulling stop-
0= overs for them in Tokyo to visit JCP Headquarters and the Loviet
o =

17 Au§,+'

- A train derailment occuwrred at a point north of Matsuka-
é wa Station, Fukushima Prefecture, resulting in the deaths of-
- three crewmen. That the derailment was deliberate was adjudged
from the finding of 28 spikes together with the tools with which
g they had apparently bcen pulled from the sails. By 4 Oct, 20. -
- suspects had becen rounded up. Of this numbes, 19 were known .- °
2 members of the JCPj; the other admitted to being a Communist e
I sympathizer. On 6 Dec 50, after a year long trial by the .
oL Fukushima Court, five of the sccused were sentenced to death,
- five to 1life imprisonment, and 10 to prison tecrms ranging from
three and one half to 15 yecars. The JCP conducted an active
d propaganda campaign on behalf of the defendants and attempted
e to link the case to its peace campaign. ©Signatures on behall ..
of the accused were collected, and Communist broadcasts from .
oy China and the U.S.S.h. devoted much attention to the "unjust!
trial. Considerable international support materialized in the
= form of cables and letters to Japancse Government offices from
| Communist organizations throughout the world, In many cases
2 the messages were of an intimidating nature. One Chinese.
O Communist Party organ allegedly contributed the equivalent of

A

|
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10,000 U.S. dollars for the defendants. The presiding judge

at the tiial finally suffered a nervous breakdown as a result .
of the intiwmidation campaign lzunched against him., On 20 Dec .
51 the Sendai buperior Court decided to reexamine the facts -

2
B of the case and to hand down an .independent verdict, Despite.
o the fact that this was done in accordance with Japanese law,
N the JCP immediatcely propagendized this '"retrial" as a major
victory for its campaign. The Superior Court's decision 1s
- still pending.,
* 8 Se
- P .
. The attorney General ordered the dissolution of the League
(r of Koreans nesiding in Japan (Choren) and its youth affiliate, -
the korean Democratic Youth League (iuinsei) for terrowsistic and
N a nti-Occupation activitics. Choren was organized in Sep 45 _
as & result of the consolidation of some 90 miscellaneous Korean
- groups and quickly came under the control of Communist members,
- At the time of its dissolution, thc Attorney General .estimated
, its membership at 365,000. luinsel had a membership of approxi—
& mately 60,000, In the months immecdiately prioc to its disso- .
lution, Chosen activities were merked by cleshes with police,
o .
O
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W=
§ = riots, Communist political &ctivitics, and crimcs of violence,
C a= Sixty lecaders of the organization wcre purged at the time of
= its dissolution, and its propecrties were confiscated. Desplte
m'é thcse steps,y, however, formes members of the organization con-
= tinued to engege in 1illegal and pro-Communist activitics,
yo= 1950
2 = '
i 7 Jan
- —
6 = 1he Cominform Journal in bucharest in a sensational article
To-= accuscd NOS4LKA Sanzo of being guilty of a "bourgeols attitude"
= and of .being a servant of Japan's "imperialist occupiers."  The
0= occasion for the attack was NOSAKA's report to the Central '
= Committee of the JCP that it was possible to establish a people'ls
o] - democratic regime in Japan even though the country was 1in a |
= occupied status. 1he Journal accuscd Hosaka's thecory of "mis-
- leading" the Japenese people. It stated: "The lcaders of the
et pecople and the people's patriots in Japan should reslize that

ver
l
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Jopan can arise and become a great independent powcr only if 1t
rcnounces imperialism and imperialist slliances - only if 1t
tokes the path of democracy and socialism." ‘Ghis attack on
NOSuK4, whose policy of "peaceful revolution" had dominated the
course of action pursucd by the JCP since it was adopted at the
Fifth JCP Congress in Feb 46, came as a distinct surprise to
both Communists and nop-Communists alike, Because of HUSkKA's
long period of residence in the U.S5.5.he and Communist China,
he was generally regardcd as the JCP leader in closest personal
and ideological touch with the Kremlin, and the sudden Cominform
blast was completely unexpected, the first immediate rcaction
by the Communists was to drop a wall of silence on the matter
until confirmation of the authenticity of the report could be
sccuLred,

10 .Jan

HaKaNISHI Ko, former espionage agent in China, was expellcd

from the JCP for "factional activities," NAKANISHI, who was

often at odds with Party lcaders, had bcen qulick To e€Xpress
approval of the Cominform criticism of WObaKa. Thce JCP stated
that NaKanwISHI constantly had defied.Party leadership and had
violated Party rules, thot recently he had. engaged in -activitics

N =
d_; designed to split the. Party into factions,:and that such activi-
o = ties led him consciously to take internal Party problems out-
NS side, to link then with reactionary informatlon networks, and
= to stert positive action to destroy.the Party. NaKANISHI'S
N= power was ccntered in the JCP ccll of the Labor Lesearch In-
= stitute!'s Administrative bureau in 1okyo, and this cell was
~_= dissolved at the time of his expulsion, On 25 Jan NAKAWNISHI
e resigned from the Upper House, stating that after a period of
Nf; self-criticism hc had decided that he had been "precipitate” 1n
W= attocking the JCP and that he would continue to devote Nimself
- to working with the masscs.
o=
= 12 Jan
N~ '
'“TE Following verificetion of the Cominform c¢ttack on the JCP
= in general and on NOubAKa in particular, ITO nitsu, the officilal
3"5—"; Party spokesman, issued a statement apologizing for the Party's
8= 16

&

O

Dttt

(4 T }

tt




DECLASSIFIED

Authority ANJ{\)7) B 1VA5 B

| By (7. NARA Date .-3~17

i

- Secn L Seewnddy S toon Leen
s 1950
?h_é defects and NOSAKA's aberration. This action resulted in al-
= most universal press comment denouncing the JCP as a tool of
= its Soviet masters, faithful to the U.5.5.06, Pather than to
= Japan. 1he consequent popular recaction egeinst.the Party was
= definitely unfavorable., -
0 ““E |
T = 18-20 Jan
5 = . g
C ~— | ! . . o
:”'g At the 18th Expanded JCP Central Committee l.eeting in Tokyo
3 = the main issues discussed were the attitude to be taken in re- - .-
Z0-= gard to the Cominform blast against NOS4KA, chenges to be made:
= in Party policies, and a Japanese peace trecaty. Several meme-
o= bers, including .IYal.010 Kenji, defendecd NOSAKA's position, -
= arguing that it was impossible for the JCP to change its plans
] = immediately. Great diffeciences of opinion were cvident, and

il

voer
l

hecated arguments developed over the Cominform blast.. Things
were brought to a head when HOSAKA stated: "I admit thet 1 was

a traitor to the international proletariat forces by issuing . .
the report. I pledge that I will make every effort and take

all the regponsibilities to correct the report," Following this.

(ér official recantation, Secretary General TOKUDA took the floor
et A and stated that since a drastic change of policy might lose. the
e confidence of the masscs, the chonge should be made piecemcal,
%bg
> 21 Feb
E%; "anti-Colonialization Day" was first obsecrved in Japan,
This date was so designated by the world Federation of Demo=-
a cratié Youth, the international Communist youth. organization .
o which, claims over 50,000 members in 60 countrics, in commemo-:
ration of the anti-pritish revolt which occurred in Indla on
i 21 Feb 46, The Japanese agency sponsoring the observance was
the JCP backed Japan Democratic Youth Associationy an affiliate
- of the WFDY. TOKUDA Kyuichi addressed a crowd of some 2,500
- persons at a rally in Tokyo. ©Slogans were displayed calling for
| an over-all peace and opposition to military bases 1n Japan. ..
o This. campaign by the JCP indicated & more severe anti-Occupatien

I

0

policy and reflected the Party's attempt to meet the Jan Comin-
form criticism which hed attacked HNOS&LKA for his hesitancy to
stand up ugainst the "foreign impericlists" in Japen, R

nN .
- On this same date JCP Lower House l.ember SUNal.A Ichiro .
, delivered an anti-U.S. talk before the Lower House Construction.
o Committee concerning the damage caused by U.S. £I'my maneuvers, .
SUNaliA was summoned before Occupation officiels and reminded that:
N such remoarks were "in direct violation of & long-standing Occu- .
el ‘ . . _ . .
pation directive with which you and your fellow Party members
= are fully familics " This action was considered a warning to
> the entire JCP. * |
o 28 .Feb
N The JCP reuched a peak post-war registered membership of - ..
= 108,500, Its estimuted total membership at this time was approxi-
£ mately 150,000, trom this time on both its registered and total
~ membersnip commenced to decline., g
5
o
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16 Mar

summoned befoie the Upper House uveiseas Japanese KRepatria-
tion Special Coumittee probing an alleged request made by him -
to Soviet. officials not to repatriate '"reactionary" or "undemo-
cratic" Japanese POW's, but only to those who were '"1l0O percent
Communists," JCP Secretary General TOKUDA Kyuichl vehemently
denied that he had made such a statement. The inquest was un-
dertaken following the petition by representatives of the anti-
Communist nising Sun repatrictes groups to the Diet and Govern-
ment officials to hold an investigation of this matter. The
importance attached by the Kremlin to the unfavorable reaction
to the alleged request on the part of the Japanese people may
be seen in the fact that the Soviet Government issued an of-
ficial statement denying all charges against TOKUDA. After‘sum-
moning witnesses, the Committee reached the conclusion that 1TO0-
KUDA had actually made the request. Popular reaction, especlal-
ly among families of unrepatriated Japanese, was strongly un- -
favorable to the JCP, | ' ' | £

1l liay

From 70,000 to 100,000 persons joined in liay Day ralllies
in the Imperial Plaza. The crowd had the appearance of belng
the best fed and best dressed since the end of the war, and
included many young people. Demonstrators carcsied banners 1n-
seribed with slogans calling for a speed-up in the over-all
peace treaty and the establishment of peace and independence.
There ‘'were some mildly anti-U.S. posters, and many attackln%‘phe~
YOSHIDA Cabinet on various domestic issues.. The demonstrations
were orderly, and pairticipation by non-Communists was evident,

A sizeable group of local Cuinese carrying MAO Tse Tung's pilc-
ture were seen, as well as many Koreans., ' |

2 liay

Miembers of the National Students Self-Government Federation
(Z&n Gekurerf) at Tohoku University forced Dr. Walter Eells, ad-
visor on Higher Education with the Civil Information and-kduca-
tion Section, GHY, SCAP, to cancel his scheduled specch entitled
ipcademic Freedom and Communism." Dr. Eells was curiently de-

livering this address in an official capacity at selected Japa-
nese universities. Immediately after the mecting was called 1o
order, some members of the audience began to shout -and cat-call,
and ‘a half dozen students stood up on their chairs and demanded
that Dr. Eells answer certain questions before he be allowed to
speak, Each time¢ that he started to commence Nis add;ess_?hg-

shouting began anew. Both Premier YOSHIDA and Education lklnls-
ter AANO issued statements denouncing the action, and several
students were arrested for their parct in the disturbance. Stu-
dent rallies were held to seek the release of the arrested stu-
dents, and the JCP unlcashed a tirade of anti-American propaganda
denouncing what it termed unduc interference 1n thcgutonomy of
universities. This incident had the effect of bringing to thg

“fore the question of restricting political activities of teachers
and students.  Dr. Eells was-again intecrrupted during a specch
at Hokkaidon University on 15 ifay and thc slogan "No lore Ehells"
began to be widely utilized in Communist propaganda. As a Ie-
sult of the Hokkaido University incident four student agitators

1.8
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' jiecre dismissed, four were suspended, and two others were-gilven
= repirimaends. ‘ ' : o N
m““é OA the third annivessary of the Japanese Qonstitutioné §QAP
2 = issued a statement to the Japanese Government in whicn he at-
€ tacked ‘the JCP as an undemocratic political paisty and indicated
¢ = that strong action should be taken against it. Denouncing the’
a = JCP as a minority "without even the pretense of service to legil-
5““5 timate national ends, but under foreign dictation tg establlsh‘
= a domestic basis favorable to the ultimate subjugation of Japan
= to the political control of others," SCAP stated: "The Japan
= Communist Pasty...has assumed the role of an avowed satelllpe
v = of an international predatory force...That it has done so at-
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protection of the country and laws 1t would subvert and ralses
doubts as to whether it should longer be regarded as a‘constltu-
tionally recognized political movement." From thls.p01nt_on the
question of outlawing the JCP began to I'eCelve consideration by
the Japanese uovernment,

30 liay

- 4 demonstration wes held in the Imperial Plaza to protest
"suppression of the JCP" on the occasion of the first annlversa.y
of the death of HabHIMOTO Kinji. It was attended by about 9,000
representatives of 33 leftist organizations under tne sponsor=
ship of the Tokyo Preparatory Committee of the Democra?lc nagial
Front. During the demonstretion Communists attacked five unl-
formed American soldiers, none of whom was injured seciously.
The incident occurred when a demonstrator seized the notebook
of an Occupation interpreter. Eight Communists were arvcested,
tried, and found guilty by a militery court, andPon 3 Jun one
was sentenced to 10 years imprisonment, one to 1ive years?:and
the other six were given seven years. This incident led directly
tothe purge of the JCP Central Committee on 6 Jun 50. ;

4 Jun

In elections held for 132 scats 1in the Uppefrﬂouseg’thrée
JCP candidates were elected. They were TaKaKUnA Teru, SUDO Goro,
and HOSOK4us Karoku. Also elected were KIMUnA Kihechiro, a

 JCP-backed United Front candidate, and fellow travellers HANI

Goro, HOnI lakoto, OYaliA Ikuo, and MOnIZALKI Takashi., The JCP
received a total populer vote of 1,637,000, or 5.6 percent of -

the total votes cast. The election gave the JCP a total of five
Pai'ty members and five fellow travellers in the Upper nouse.

6 - Jun

Following the acts of violence against Occupation person-
nel on 30 liay @nd subsequent flagrant antli-Amerlcan prOpaggn&a
by the JCP, oCaP dispatched a letter to Prime uinister YOSHIDA
directing him to pwge the entire JCP Central Committee from
oublic service ‘ot the basis of SC4PIN Nos 548 and 550, dated -
4 Jun 46, directed against militarists and ultra-nationallsts.
The order affected the following 24 top JCP leaderss: HAKAMLDa

19
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Satomi, HASEGAWA Hiroshi, ITO Ritsu, KAMEYAMA Kozo, KASUGA -~
Shojiro, KISHIMOI0 Shigeo, KONNO Yojiro, KUhAHAKA Koreto, MATSU-
LOTO Kazumi, MATSULOTO Saneki, MIYAMOTO Kenji, NOSAKA Kyu, SATO
Satoji, SHIDA Shigeo, SHInAKAWA Seiichi, TAKENAKA Tsuriesaburo,
1054K4 Hiroshi, ITO Kenichi, KAMIYalid Shigeo, KaSUGA Shoichl,
NOSuK4 Sanzo, SHIGA Yoshio, TaKuKUria Teru, and TOKUDs Kyuichi.
Of this zroupy the last seven were Diet members. The 25tn
member of the Central Committee, KIN Ten Kai, had already been
purged in connection with the dissolution of the League of Ko-
reans hesiding in Japan (Choren) on 8 Sep 49. '

This move caused a serious set-back to the machinery of
the Party's overt organization. The following month nine purged
Central Committee members went underground when summoned to re-
port to the Attorney General's Office. These members were: °
TOKUDA Kyuichi, NOS&Ku4 Sanzo, ITO Kitsu, KOWNO Yojiro, TAKENiKs
Tsunesapburo, HaSEG4la Hiroshil, KuaSUG4 Shoichi, MATSUMOLIO Sanekil,
and SHIDA Shigeo. To date only one of thls group has been ap-
prehended.  KaSUG4 Shoichi was picked up by the Japanese police
in Nagoya.on 7 0Oct 50. S

for making an inflammatory speech in conncction with the Aka-

= 7 Jun
® =
W= Seven top wkahata staff membeis were purged as a result of 2
%i~§ SCuP order to the Japanese Government. Twenty days later the
2= paper was suspended for 30 days by SCaP order for inflammatory
83'5 reporting of the Korean War, and on 18 Jul SCu4P announced an
- = indefinite extension of the 27 Jun ban. These three steps ef-
il fectively. eliminated the paper as the official organ of the JCP.
= On 7 Jun also an eight-man Provisional Central Guidance
- Department was formed to take the place of the Central Committec
- = as the top policy-making organ of the JCP by SHIINO Etsuro,
N E chicf of the Control Committee of JCP Headquasters. The mem-
- bers weres SHIINO Etsuro, TaDs Tomeji, Kulinlé Kenji, ToNIGUCHI
®= Zentaro, SUGINOTO Fumio, WaDa Ichizo, SUZUKI Ichizo, and KIKU-
- NI Katsumi. Of this group, KIKUNalMI was purged on thne same
o= day as an askehata official, and T4NIGUCHI was purged on 28 Jun

A

|

0

hata ban. TaDa was expelled from the JCP in aug 50, lcaving

only five men in the Department.

12 sl Ug.

o=
N=  The .publication Heiwa to Dokuritsu ("Peace 'and Independence" )
= appearcd as a clandestine ncwspaper. Published as a weckly
N_E with a circulation of 3,000, it wes originally intended for the
- JCP lecaders alone. 4s other Farty organs came to be banned,
= however , the publicetion wus adapted for memberls and‘sympathi-
2“5 zers and ultimately served as a successor to the banned skahata.
= It begun to be published every five days, then every threc days,
N_= and on 12 Feb 52 it was issued as a dally.
NE 26 twUug
&= . .,
= Dismissal notices were mailed tc¢ 2,137 employeces of ten
~E major electric power companies to remove the threat of Commu-
= nist-inspired labor unrcst in the industry. The discharged
N_= workers consisted almost exclusively of leading Communists and
= Communist sympathizers of the 411 Japan Electric Industry workcrs
N _=
® = 20
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Union (Densan). VWith 126,000 members, this Union was formerly
one of the most militant JCP-dominated unions in Japan until the
anti-Communist Democratization League (liindo) faction ousted - -
Party members from control.  The affected workers were not dis-..
missed outright, but were urged to submit voluntary resignations
by 30 4ug in order to be eligible for retirement allowances.
brief suspensions of power supply occurred the following morn-
ing in Tokyo as & result of Communist activity, but by and large
the discharges were effected without any serious incidents or
disordess. The successful completion of this retrenchment pro- .
eram broke the back of Communist influence in the elcctric power
industry and heralded the carrying out of similer puiges 1n

the coal mining and iron and steel industrics.

1951
211Feb:

In contrast to the successful dcmonstration on the first
anti-Colonialization Day in 1950, the meetings held this yecar
were a definite failure. Minor demonstrations werec held in
Tokyo despite an all-station police alert., These included meet-
ings of the letropolitan Federation of Student Self-Government
issociations at Meiji University and a "culture festival ‘by
the Young Women's Council of 41l Public Corporations. Five lieljl
University students who attempted to distribute anti-~coloniall-
zation handpills were arrcsted on the charge of blocking traffic,
but by and large the day passed uneventfully.

23-28 Feb

The Fourth National nepresentatives Conference was held
secretly in Tokyo attended by mcmbers of the Provisional Central
Guidance Committee and allegedly by purged members of the for-
mer Central Committee headed by TOKUD4 Kyuichi., &t this con-
ference it was decided to establish megional Bureaus to function
nlong with the negional Committees and to strengthen thc under-
ground organization of the Party. In this connection 1T wis
decided that the overt PCGD would tend to act more in a liaison
capacity for the covert Politburo composed of former members
of the Central Committee., Another important achicvement of
the Conference was the adoption of a draft of Pasty rules. This
was intended to effect more rigid Party discipline, and was
directed against the Internationalist Faction of the Party which
had been under attack by the Centrist Faction since the poli-
cies of the latter were vindicated by the¢ Cominform blast of
Jan 50, &article IV of the hules stated: "1he karty shall unite
into one body unde. iron discipline. The will and action of the
Party shall be united through democratic centralism. All mem-
bers of the Party will act in the interest of the Party, the .
minority will submit to the will of the majority, the lower to
the higher, the whole Party to the Central authority. The Party
will not permit any form of factionalism." Article AIII1 further
states: "Party activities of an o.ganization or a member shall
be improved through leaders' criticisms and its or his own self-
criticism...lThose members who are suspected by a special organ
of some misconduct will be deprived of their posts, and, upon.
investigation, shall be subjected either to suspension of mem-
bership, expulsion, dismissal from the organ, activity restric-
tion, reprimand or warning."
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These provisions were in effect an ultimatum to the Inter-

1 nationalists, many of whom had thus far refused to submit self-
criticisms and were still attempting to opposé  the Centrists,

to retract their views or face expulsion from the Party. While

many had already been expelled, the-. justification for such ac-

tion was now firmly contained in the by-laws of the ‘Party and
represented a major victory for the Centrist Factlon. -

23-30 Apr

In elections for mayors and local officials held on 23 Apr,
not a single JCP candidate was elected, and the Party receilved
only .8 percent of the total votes cast. A similarly dismal
showing was made in the prefectural elections held on 30 Apr,
when JCP candidates captured just .86 percent of the total vote.
Only six JCP candidates were elected to seats in the prefectural
assemblies, and none were successful as candidates for governor-
ships. The returns from these elections definitely indicated

‘that JCP popularity with the electorate was on the wane.

1 .liay

Because of the sCAP-backed Japanese Government ban on the

‘use of the Imperial Plaza by liay Day demonstrators, the Japan

General CGCouncil of Labor Unions (Sohyo) refused to hold any
rallies in Tokyo, and the largest single demoristration was a
eathering of about 10,000 demonstrato.s sponsored by Communist-
dominated unions in Shiba Park. Approximately 185,000 persons
attended railies in eight other major cities, and a total of
780,000 persons participated in 436 separate rallies throughout
Japan. Most of the larger demonstrations were sponsored Dy
predominantly non-Commuhist labor ;roups. There were no unto-
ward incidents or _demonstrations. . Tiw grincipal slogans util-
lized by both Communist and moderate groups called . .for peace
and independence, opposition to war, and the overthrow of the
YOSHHIDs Cabinet.. Communist speakers stressed the necessity for
the conclusion of an over-all peace and immediate withdrawal of
the Occupation Fuices, but generally avoided direct criticlsm
of the Uccupatlion. This was ‘the first liay Day since the end of
the war which.did not witness a major rally in TokyoO. «

oot Skl

The Japasnese Government banned- the nengo lews Agency in an
effort to block illegal Communist propaganda activity. ~rolice
raided its offices, confiscated all copiles of its editions, and
sealed up its headquarters. 1ne agency, founded on 1 Sep 48,
supplied some 300 leftist and Communist publications with re-
lecases from the Soviet news agency ITass, the Chinese Communist
Jew China News, and the leftist British lelepress.. It served as
one of the most prolific sowrces of ned propaganda 1in Japan.

A

~ ’ .
14 Aug g 15
LID . y 1 - ye

Twenty newspapers were indefinitely suspended by the Japa-
nese Government .-for peing similar -in character to Akahata. lhey
‘were specifically cited as having been pubiished with the objec-
tive of spreading "false, agitative, and destructlve propagan-
distic Communist activities." A..ong the publications affected
were Taishu no Nakae ("Among The Masses"), Toho ("Party News") ,

O ) L S TR P .

and Chosen Gakusei Shimbun ("Korean Students News") .
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25 Aﬁgf

The Provisional Central Guidance Department issued to all
ihegional and Prefectural Bureaus a secret draft entitled "Im-
mediate Demands" which was later adopted as the JCP 1951 The-
siss It was drawn up at the 20th lieeting of the Expanded Cen-

- tral Committee allégedly held in Tokyo in mid-hugust. The docu-

ment had an openly anti-American tone and stressed the. fact =~
that stepped-up activities leading to unification of the masses
were necessary to liberate Japan from U.S. domination. L&yipg *
emphasis on the contention that the U.S. Occupation was working
great hardship on the Japanese and that the YOSHIDA Government
was the spiritual and political pillar of the (ccupation, the
document called for a "racial liberation democratic front" re-
presenting all strata of society. It also emphasized free de- .
velopment of peaceful industries and frecdom of enterprise. , =
Obviously designed to appeal to Japanese nationalistic sentiments
and to call for collaboration from non-Communist. elements in .
achieving its. goals, the document employed the term "kokumin"
(citizens, the nation) in place of the word "jimmin" (people,

i |
G@'éé the populace) which the Party had formerly employed in its offl-
- cial documents. The word "kokumin" had a definitely national-
- istic connotation in contrast to the leftist association of |

B = "jimmin." The "Immediate Demands'" also called for an over-all
e peace treaty, withdrawal of Occupation troops, econom.c coopera-
& = tion with all nations of the world, abolition of the Emperor .
= system, and increased benefits to farmers and laborers.
- = 4 Sep
=) = i,
= | war.ants of ariest were issued for 18 JCP leaders, includ-
STE ing all members of the Provisional Central Guidance Department,
= the JCP Control Committee, some Diet members, and other high.
s = Party leaders. fThe warrants were based on charges of viola-
. tion of Cabinet Order No. 325, prohibiting anti-Occupation acti-
> vities, and the Organization Control Ordinance. Thecse charges
- arose from the publishing by the Party of inflammatory and anti-

A

l

0

American directives during Jul 51. On 6 Sep the Japanese Govern-

ment issued a purge order barring.all 18 men from holding any
political or public office. Eight arsests were made under the

N_= order of 4 Sep, but six were later released for lack of evidence.
= The remainder of those on the list went into hiding. ©Since
-8 there was an overlapping of the positions held by some of the
ol persons named - for cxample, some were concursently both members
g of the PCGD and the Control Committee - the purge . actually af-
~ i fected all five members of the PCGD, all six membesrs of the Con-
.'5 trol Committee, e¢ight of the. 1O members of the Organization ,
w5 Bureau, three of the eight members of the Secretariat, and three
= of the four members of the former Central Committee Candidate
N = Pool. Also affected werc¢ the Chiefs of the following Adminls-
W= trative Departmentss Finance, Fersonnel Affairs, Labor Unilon,
= Investigation, Publication, Urban People's Affairs, Party School,
o= Organizations Guidance, Enterprise, and Courier Guidance. In
= the Diet Members Group, one member of the House of Councillors
N_= and three House of hepresentatives members were on the list,
= The names' of the 18 purgees were as follows: OSHIINO Etsuro, -
g KawADA Kenji, SUZUKI Ichizo, WsDA Ichizo, SUGINOTO Fumio, HOS0-
® "= KAl/A Karoku, SUNAMA Ichiro, KALIMUnA Susumu, FUKULOLO Kazuo,.
= YaMABE Kentaro, IwAMOTO Iwao, OKADA Bunkichl, NISHIZAWA Hyuji,
35
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IWATA Eiichi, HOnIE kuraichi, KAWAKAMI Kanichi, HOS4KA Hiroaki,
and KIUnA Saburo. This action by the Japanese Govcecrnment in
cffect destroyed the Farty's overt leadership. |

~-On 4 Sep - also the publication To Katsudo Shishin ('"Party
Activity Guide"), an official guide for propaganda and agilta-
tion activities published for Party members by the JCP Propa-
ganda and Education. Department, was banned by the Japanese Govern-
ment because of the subversive nature of its contents. Since
the  banning of Akahata, the "Party activity Guide" had ostensibly
réplaced it as the official organ of JCP Headquarters.,

10 Oet.

. ABE Yoshimi was registered by the JCP as Supervisor of JCP
Headquarters, to replace IWATA Eiichil, who was purged on 6 Sep
51, - un 19 Oct 4BE appointed a provisional Control Commitiee,":
and on 22 tct the Party registered KOMATSU Yuichiro and TSUKADA
Taigan -as members of a reorganized Provisional Central Guldance
Department to replace the purged former PCGD members who had
been missing since warrants were issued for their ar.est on |
4 Sep. On 7 Nov KAJITA.Shigeho was added to the 1list.' By 'these
steps the Party restored the framework of its overt structure.
Ahough all of these persons were Communists of long standing,
nore -had ever been a top-level national leader.of the Paisty, 1n-
dicating that the real leadership remained in the underground
organization. ' kel %y

13«15 Cct

The Fifth N.tional nepresentatives Conference of the JCP
‘was held secretly in Tokyo attended by approximately 50 ranking
- JCP delegates, among them TOKUDA Kyuichi, NOS&KA Sanzo, and
several -missing Central Committee members. At this conventlon
the "Immediate Demands'" drawn up by the Expanded Central Com-
mittee in mid-August 51 was adopted as the karty's 1951 Thesis.
At the conclusion of the Conference a copy of the proceedings
-and décisions was distributed to the higher ranking delegates.
‘The most important section of this document was a General report
covering the domestic and international situations and trends
within the various Japanese political parties. Applauding the
peunification of the JCP as a result of 'the submission of self-
criticisms by deviationists following the Fourth National xep-
resentatives Conference in Feb 51, the neport called for further
~ gtrengthening of the Party to secure the overthrow of the YOSHIDA
Cabinet and bring about an end to the Occupation. It especlally
. denounced the separate Peace Treaty and the U.S. - Japan secu-
rity Pact. By adopting the "Immediate Demands" as the 1951 JCP
Thesis, the Conference gave official sanction to a document which
has remained the basis of JCP policy to the present time.

.8 Nov -

i an article entitled "We liust Prepare to Arm and Initiate
:Aetion" appearing in Issue No. 31 of "Foreign and Domestic he-
view" keynoted a new JCP policy.of aggressive military action.
Stating that. the only way to oppose the "Américan imperialists"
~ gnd the "treacherous" YOSHIDA Government was to establish mili-
tary. orgainizations to resist the enemy's armed Ifouce, the ar-
. ticle called for the organization of laboreérs and farmers 1nto
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"nuclear self-defense. units." It described the functlons of

one of these units as follows: "The nuclear self-defense unit
has the responsibility of producing, acquiring, maintalning,

and distributing weapons necessary for arming people 1n factor-
ies gnd farm villages. It must also study military tactics and
employ them for developing struggles in accordance with the pre-
sent conditions. Furthermore, through this-practical applica-
tion, activities to spread the knowledge of military tactics
among the masses must also be carried out." The article con-
cluded by stating that the decision to prepare to arm was a
logical outgrowth of the resolutions adopted at the Fourth Na-
tional heprcsentatives Conference. The policy of military ‘actlon
outlined in it, while at no point indicated to be precipitate 1n
nature, was apparently misinterpreted by some lower Party eche-
lons as calling for the inauguration of acts of terrorism, es-

pecially against the police.
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The Kyoto University Students Association unsuccessfully
attempted to present an "OUpen Letter" to the Emperor on the oc-
caslon of his visit to Kyoto University. The letter called for
the abdication of the Emperor and the abolition of the kmperor
System. When the student representatives were refused permls-
sion to meet with him, the Communist-front National Federatlion
of Student Self-Government Associations reportedly acting on ‘
orders of the Kyoto Prefectural Committee of the JCP, -proceeded
to stage a demonstration in the course of which students sur-
rounded the Emperor's car and sang leftist songs. Policemen |

" entered the campus and forcibly pushed back the students so that
the Emperor could depart. This event became known as the Kyoto
University Incident and was widely utilized by the JCP for
propaganda purposes. The "Open Letter" itself subscquently was
reproduced into handbills and posters and distributed at vari-
ous universities throughout Jagan. The Central Executivc Com-
mittee of the NFSSGA issued an official statement attacking the
Emperor and denouncing the forcible entry of police onto the
campus. = While there is no direct evidence that the demonstra-
tion was staged by the JCP, it follows the anti-Emperor prin-
ciple laid down in the 1951 Thousis and the call for aggressive
action sounded in the article "Vie lMust Prepasec to Arm and Inl-
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5'5 tiate Action" appearing in the 8 Nov issue of "Foielgn and Domes-

= tic keview,"
N —

= On 14 November the publication Naigai Hyoron ("Foreign
~_E and Domestic neview") was officially suspended by the Japanese
w s Government on the grounds that it was a successor and affiliate
o of Akahata. Fisst issued in Aug 50, it was devoted to propa-
. gandizing the Party's anti-American and "anti-imperialist™

= policies, and after the banning of "Party Activity Guide'" on
N_= 4 Sep 51, it became the leading JCP policy guide. Despite 1its

= suspension by the Government, Naigai Hyoron has continued to
g_é appear under disguised titles, |

- 24 Nov
N

= A Japanese language broadcast over hadio lMoscow contained
N_= a summary of the "Immediate Demands," reportedly drawn up by

= the underground leaders of the JCP 1a Auz 51 und adopted as the
&= 25
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JCP 1951 "Thesis" at the Fifth Representatives Confere.age.in. ' ...
Oct 51. Tne text of this document was published on 23 Nov 1n .
Issue No. 47 of the Cominform journal "For 3 Lasting Peace, for
a People's Democracy." The appearance of the "Immediate De- .
mands" both on the-iloscow broadecast and in the  Cominform jour-
nal were indicative of the importance attached to the document
by the Kremlin, and-considerably elevated the prestige of the
JCP in the world Communist movement. R S '

2 Dec

Seven Communists who were members of a:so-called "Military
Bases- Countermeasures Committee'" were arrested by the Japanese
police and charged with violating Government Qi.dinance NO. 325
whieh prohibited acts inimical to the Cccupation Forces. 1lhey
were specifically accused of collecting information on the NPrd
and U.S. military installations with the intention of using this
information in a manner inimical to the Uccupation. On 19 Dec
the seven were taken into custody by the Occupation Forces and
on 31 Dec were turned over to the Tokyo Provost: Court and ar-
raigned. Their trial commenced on 18 Feb 52 and lasted 25 days.:
It was marked by several disturbances such &s when the defendants
tried to walk out of the court room, resulting in their  belng
cited with contempt of court and sentenced to 30 days confine-
ment and $100 fine. ©On another occasion the wife of one of the ..
sccused tried to oust a photographer -bodily.:. The ringleader
MARUYAMA Ichiro, who wes also Chairman of the Kanto hegion Mill-
tary Affairs Committee, was sentenced to seven- years imprison-
ment 'at hard labor and fined 1,500, The others received sen-
tences Tanging from three years hard! labor with no fine to six.
years hard labor and a $1,000 fine. :The trial was' significant
in that it marked the first conviction of known JGP members for
espionage and exposed the actlvitles being carsied on by the
Party's military affairs committecs in implementation of the
policies contained 1n the document '"We lMfust Prepare to Arm.and
Initiate sction." The number of documents and other materials
on the disposition, facilitles, and- location of the U.S. armed
forces in Japan in the possession of the defendants at the -tlime -
of their arrest totualed over 100. - | &

1952
2 Jan

~ In reply to a request by Kyodo News Service to the heads
of 18 leading nations of the world for lew Year greetings.to -
the Japahese people, Stalin sent tne folrlowing messages- AT

"I have received -your request for me to send New Year
sreetings to the Japanese people. oSoviet politicians have
no such traditions.-as- sending their-wishes 1o foreign pgo~
ples. But, because the Soviet people are in deep sympathy
with the Japanese people made unhappy under forelgn occu-
pation, I will break the precedent and comply with your.re-

quest.

"I wish you to convey to the Japanese people that .l
hope for thelr freedom'andhappiness-and“fortheirlcumplete
success in their courageous struggle to achieve thelr inde-

pendence.

26
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1952

"The Soviet people have in the past experienced a
foreign occupation in which the Japanese imperialists took
part. Therefore, the Soviet people are paying deep sympathy
to them and believe the Japanese people will attain inde-~

pendence of their country just as the Soviet peoplefﬁgdjddné.“

Stalin concluded with the hope that the entire Japaneseffg7
people and the intellectuals would succeced in theéir struggle for
a complete victory by the Japanese democratic forces. - -

" This message, the full text of which appeared in the New
Year's edition of "Pravda'", came less than two weeks after the
award of the Stalin Feace Prize to OYAMA Ikuo, and was gilven
prominent display in the Japancse press, It was exploited by
the JCP in its anti-rearmament campaign and its drive to pro-
mote close economic rclations between Japan and the U.S5.5.H.
The message also was generally considered to represent -a re-
iteration and further confirmation of the basic principlecs 1in

the [JCP's New Platform (1951 Thesis).

L

2l Jan

Police Inspector SHIRATOKI Kazuo, Chicf of the Guard Sec-
tion of the Sapporo liunicipal Police, was shot and killed by -
an unidentificd assailant en route home from his offlce on a
bicycle., An autopsy conducted at Hokkaido University Hospital
disclosed that he had been shot from behind with a single .32
caliber bullet. All indications pointed to the fact that the
murdcr was an outgrowth of a labor disturbance at Sapporo City
Hall on 27 Dec 51 on the occasion of which SHIKATORI had ar-
rested several demonstrators. On 29 Dec unidentificd persons
stoned the home of the Sapporo District Procurator and put up
handbills on his door demanding the release of those arrested
on 27 Deec, The Layor of Sapporo received letters at New Year's
threatening him with bodily harm if he refused their relecase, -
and on 4 Jan SHIRKATORI's brother-in-law was attacked by uniden-
tified persons while hec was attempting to observe the distri- - °
bution of anti-police handbills in the arca, Thec following day
the Sapporo iletropolitan Police Department received threatenling: -
letters warning it not to take any action against the JCP, apd
citi?g the case of a Tokyo policeman who was beaten to death 1in
Dec 51, | | -

While there is no actual proof that the JCP was respon-
sible for the murder of SHIhATORI, the Party distributed agi-
tation leaflets in the Sapporo arca warning that the same fate
as that which befell SHIKATORI awaited other offiicials who
"oppressed” the working class. Following the murder there oc-
cuwred a wave of violence against the police,.whieh possibly . ...
was precipitated by hot-headed lower echelon JCP members wno
may havé misinterpreted the call for aggressive action sounded -
in the publication "We kiust Prepare to Arm and Initiate Action."
These incidents produced unfavorable reaction on the part of
the géneral pubiic, and responsibility for them was officially
denied by the JCP, although references to the deaths of police- -
men continucd to be made by the Party in individual posters and
handbills. de
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- '"E 1952
? = 15 Feb
= An article by TOKUDA Kyuichi on the new platform (1951
W Thesis) -of the JCP -appeared in the 15 Feb issue of  the Comin-
= form Journal "For a Lasting Peace, for a People's Democracy."
o 8 This article, originally written on 20 Dcec 51, was broadcast
mo = in the Japancse language over Hadio Moscow on 22 Fe¢b 52. In
Z = it, TOKUDA ‘emphasized the difference between the revolutlon in
EN-= "imperialist" countries where the oppressor of the masses 1s
§ = the bourgeoisie, and the revolution in "colonies and dependent
I oo countries®, where the force to be countered is foreign imperi-
= alism and where all elements, including the capitalists, must
10;5 unite in opposition to it. TOKUDA called upon "small business-
= men ond other capitalists" to unite with the "proletariat, the
— formers, and the intellectuals" in a common .struggle '"under the

il

ver
l

further reflection of the Party's drive to unite all elements;
opposing the Peace and Security Pucts. This was the second . -
occasion on which the Kremlin had given publicity to the JCP's
New Platform - the first having been in its 7 Nov 51 broadcast

- of thc platform's text - indicating the increasing importance. .,
(gl being placed by lipscow on the strategy and tactics of the JCP.
w | . - . ‘ oy : E
s 21 Feb T
X Ly ‘
8; On the third "Anti-Colonialization Struggle Day" over
" 6,000 leftists held demonstrations 1in 26 localities throughout
" Japan, ©The chief sponsors were. the Communist-front Jepan Demo-
cratic Youth Association and the Japan Youth Fatherland Front,
" both of which were affiliated with the Communist-directed V,orld
Federation of Democratic Youth.  The propaganda employed on this.
wi occasitn stressed anti-rearmament and anti-conscription. Nearly
B 5,000 policemen were called out to maintain order, and there -
P were many disturbences in which both police and demonstrators
% were injured. A total of 75 persons were arrested. The more
' notable disorders involved an attack by $Students on four plaln-
s clothesmen witnessing a Communist dramatic performance at. Tokyo

A

I

University, an attack on a policebox by about 100 laborers. .in - .
the Kemata section of Tokyo, the throwing of six homemade . tear.,
gas bombs from the platform of a train at Narimasu Statlion by

a group of demonstrators, a clash between police and 200 march-

= ing students at nitsumeikan University, and several other Com-
* munist~inspired outbreaks of violence,
~ \
28 llar
N : | ; : '
e The Japanese Government banned .the JCP publication "Peace.
e and Independence" ("Heiwa to Dokuritsu") which had succeeded:
= Akahata as the Party's official orgen. On the same day the {7
police conducted nation-wide raids on approximately 2,000 print-
N ing places ¢nd distribution points of thne newspaper, arresting:.
over 200 persons, and confiscating 24,000 copics of "Peacse and
NS Independence'" and 47,000 copies of other JCP publicatlons. This
- wes the "largest single raid ever conducted against . Party instal-
lations by Japanese police. | | —ct” ,
28 Apr
[
-y With the coming into effect of the Japanese Peace ircaty,,
b Occupation-directed controls over the JCP went out of exlstence.
N |
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Among the measures which expired were the ban on Akahata and
other Farty publications and the purge of JCP leaders. Since
no laws or administrative ordinances were enacted by the Japa-
nese Government to replace the SCAP regulations, as of this
date there were no impediments to the revival of the Party's
banned publications, and purged JCP leaders were free to resume
political activity. Until such a time as it might be repressed
or banned by the Japanese Government, the Party was free to
operate virtually without restriction,

29

‘wo . S ,m;,oc/u@ Q/?”%C?’?m A i



DECLASSIFIED

| Authority mml_ 1
- BYﬂNARA Date 2-3~12 |




