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‘1. Information conflictiag with or pentinently alfecilns
that contsined in this publication should be fonurded by the
uclp!cnt directly tos

Cpn.ndh‘ Gcnul
~ Als Techalcal latelligeace Center
'dglt-?mnoou Mr Fotce Bage, Ohio

~ 'This in no way obm;uu or altcn tnpouolbllhy for undlu
~ such: informaslon or any pculuenc incelligence data through
.ilrndy escablished intelligence collection channels of the
various services or agencies of the U,S. government, |

2. WARNING: This document contains information afs
fecting the national defense of the United. States within the
meaning of the Espionage Law, Title 18, U.S.C,, Sections 793
and 794, Its transmission or the revelation of its contents ‘In
any magaer to an nnnuthodud person is prohibited by law,
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This is the ninth of a eeriea of monthly atatus reports of Project

roporf-
Blue Book. Normally each report is written on or near the last of each month
and contains a aumary of 311 incidents reported during the month covered by

the roport. | |
Any additional :lnromtion may be obbained on any moident by directing

requests to Commanding Gemeral, Air Technical Intalligenoe center, ATTN:

g

ATIAERS, Wrighb-?attoraon Air Force Base, Ohioe
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| | | f STATUS OF PROJECT BLUE BOOK
I. OVERALL STATUS

A. General

Lo During the psrio& 1 November 1952 to 30 November 1952 a total of 27
reports were received through AF channels., This total represents a decrease
of 13 from the October 1952 total of 4o reports. A

: Time not being spent on the actual evaluation of rsports is being
devoted to cataloging and reviewing reports received during the summer of
1952, At the time many of these reports were received, the workload was of
such a degree that they were given only quick preliminary screening.

A1l reports received during 1952 are being cross-indexed. The cross-
indexing of all reports up to 31 December 1951 was accomplished in March 1952,
'rhs categories for oross-indexing ‘ares

Jo- T . : 1. Date : _ . N
‘ . 2¢ Location -
. 3. Type of Observation (:I..e., visual, elect.ron:lo, eto.)
L. (bnclusion

' - B. Bi'ieﬁ.ng _Gi.ven to Personnel of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory |

‘ On 23 October 1952, Col D. L. Bower and Capt E. J. Ruppelt presented
a briefing on Project Hlue Book to a group of 4OO scientists, engineers, and
technicians at the lLos Alamos Scientific Laboratory. The briefing consisted
of a brief history of the project, details of the present operations, and
several recent sightings, Approximately an hour and a half was devoted to a
question and answer period following the presentation of the briefing.

After the brief:lng, the balance of the day was devoted to a meeting
with a group of psople from the Laboratory who have shown a great deal of
interest in the subject of Unidentitied Flying Objects. ‘

Ce Briefing Given to the 0SI District commanders Moating

The Office of Special Investigations ‘District Commanders Meeting was
_ briefed at Kelly AFB, Texas, on 27 October 1952, Personnel from the Current
. ~ Estimate Branch of I/I, Hq USAF and ATIC presented the briefing which stressed
collection, analysis methods s and current sltuation.

D. Proposed Changes in Mr Forcs Letter 200-5
' A proposal for changing certain sections of Air Force Lotter 200-5
‘ has been written and forwarded to the Director of Intelligence. ‘The major

proposed change in the directive is to eliminate the presently required write
ten Air Foroe Form 112 and to add several items to the required wire message. .
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If a written report is necessary in addition to the wire, it will be speclf-
ically requested by ATIC. | -

It is believed that by eliminating the written report, a great many
manhours can be saved on an Air Force~wide basis. In some instances, the
Form 112 has merely been a repeat of the wire,

E; Status of Videon Camera

Letters have been prepared and sent to Air Defense Command and Air-

oraft and Air Communications Services (AACS) to obtain comcurrence on the

current plan to place cameras in control towers and at certain selected radar
sites. :

F. . Contractor Status
1. Analysis of Existing Sighting Reports

Sighting reports dated up to and including Jnne 1652 have been

. procassed. ‘Except for the reports dated 1947 and 1948, all sighting reports
" up to and including March 1952 have been evaluated, The sighting reports for

1947 and 1948 are not available for evaluation. As soon'as the 1947 and 1948 -

‘reports are available and can be evaluated, all sighting reports for the years

1947 to 1951 will be ready'as a group for preliminary analysis utilizing IBM

.'equipment.

' Sighting reports for the month of July 1952 have been received.
Because there ard 450 sighting reports for July, processing them will not be
completed until the first week in December. Evaluation of reports for the
months of Aprll, May, June, and July 1952 will require about six days of con-
ference time, Conferences for the evaluation of sighting reports will be -
arranged as reports become processed in groups of 200. Each group of reports

‘will require about two days of work for a cooperating researcher Blue Book

evaluation team.

‘The evaluation of 1952 réports will be more time consuming than
was the case for earlier reports, because reports now are in more detail and
often consist of sightings of one object by more than one individual,

~ Since October 16, 1952, it has been necessary to establish a
rotation system for handling sighting reports, no more than 100 sighting re-
ports belng permitted away from Blue Book at any one time. Questionnaires
and work sneets completed here must therefore be put in duplicate folders

‘before sighting reports matching these questionnaires and work sheets are

returned to WPAFB in return for unprocessed sighting reports. When evalua=-
tion conferences are held, these folders must be matched before an evaluation
i3 wmade. The nscessity for establishing a rotation system has caused some
delay in progress.

‘._2. Analysis of Soll and Vegatation Samplea
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Two samples of vegetation and soil from Pittsburgh; Xansas,
which were sutmitted by Blue Book for analysis, have been thoroughly studied.
Examination by experts on soil and vegetation disclosed no difference between
the two samples from the two areas where the specimers were obtained, Tests
for radiocactivity likewlise showed no significant difference between the two

- samples of soil and vegetation, Tests were made for beta, gamms, and alpha

radiation. Samples of the "Kansas" soil and the vagdbation will be returned

’to Blue Book in the near future.

Se Consultant. on Astronomy

Dr. Je Allen Hynek, of the Ohio State University, attended the
Boston meeting of the Optical Society of America on 11 October 1952, The

" Soclety took cognizance this year of the many reports of unusual aerial phe-

nomena by including three invited papers on the subject in thelr otherwise
stralghtforward scientific meeting, One of the invited papers was by DNr.
Jeo Allen Hynek, entitled "Unusual Aerial Phenomena®, The other two papers
were by Drs. Menzel and Liddell, of Harvard Observatory and the Atomic

' Bnergy Comniss:lon, respectively.

‘ - The papers of Menzel and I.iddell, though differing somewhat in
content-, were identical in spirit., Both papers were characterized by the
fact that mumerous explanations for unexplained sightings were given without
a single referencs to a specific sighting in the files of the Air Technical
Intelligence Center, Both papers presented a series of well-worn statements
as to how jJjet fighters, meteors, reflections from balloons and alrcraft, and
optical effects, such as sundogs and mirages, could give rise to "flying
saucer® reports. .Since there was nothing new in either of the two papers,
the trip from this staudpo:lnt was unproductive.

The paper by Dr. Hynek, in essence, was to the effect that fly-
ing saucers represented a science-public relations problem; i.e., when a
sighting is made by several people, at least one of whom is an experienced
observer, the mutually corroborated reports are entitled to a scientific
hearing, rather than ridicule. It stréssed the point that here was a subject
in which the public has shown great interest. It was recommended that the
relat:l.vely few well-screened reports be dealt with specifically to see
whether any of the causes suggested by Drs. Liddell and Menzel are applicable,
and, if so, to make this known in these specific instances. On the other
hand, if the suggested explanations of Drs. Liddell and Menzel do not explain

' well-screened cases, this should also be made known and given further scien-
. tific study.

In conclua:lon, it was the Opin:lon of Dr. Hynek that little was
gained by attendance at the meeting. The results were negative in the sense

. that it was confimed, as Dr. Hynek already believed, that Drs. Liddell and
- Menzel had not studied. the literature and the evidence and, hence, were not

qualified to speak with authority on the subject of recent sightings of uni-
dentified aerial phenomena,
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An attempt to érrange e meeting by Dr. Hynek with Dr. Menzel and
Dr. Liddell, after the meeting was over, was unsuccessful because Iiddell and
Menzel both had to leave immedlately after the meeting.

L, Interrogation Forms

- Fiva hundred copies of the "U,S. Alr Force Technical Information
Sheet" (Form A and Form B) were delivered to W~P AFB on 20 October 1952. This

- quegtionnaire was used in place of the "Tentative Observers Data Sheet"” to

record data on all sighting reports dated after 31 March 1952, It has proved
to be more satisfactory than the previous form, especially from the standpoint
of recording data from 31ghting reports in greater detail.

Additional copies of the "U,S, Air Force Technical Infonmation

' Sheet" can be supplied to Blue Book &8 needed,

5. Fature Work

‘  Coding and evaluatiun of 1952 sighting reportS‘will continue, A
preliminary analysia of data on all sighting reports dated previous to 1952

'will be given to Blue Book as soon as possible after evaluation is completed
‘of the 1947 and 19b8 sighting reports. ,

. By 10 December 1552 all sighting reports dated before 15 June 1952
should be processed and evaluated ready for IBM analysis. Complete IBM ansalysis
of all sighting reports will not be started until all reports dated previous
to 1953 are processed .and evaluated, Because of the nature of the work required,
and the fact that the mumber of reports for the last three months of 1952 is not
yot known, no estimate can be given as to the time final IBM analysis will be-

- gin, It is hoped, if the frequency of sighting reports follows the present

decreasing trend, that complete IBM analysis for sightings dated through 1952
nay be started by 1 February 1953,

IX. RECENT REPORTS

The fbllowing reports are sunncries of reports that were received during
the month of November 1952.
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Friona, Texas . _‘ ‘November 1'952

i P Desorigtion of Incident

Smrce suppoaedly picked up pieces of an exploded "ﬂying aaucor" and
80ld half the pleces to the Soviet Fmbasssy. He had previously notified the

E Pontagon, it hadn't heard fron than 80 .he sold out to the Soviets.

11, mecuss:lon of Incident

. It is believed that thia 1s a "oraokpot" raport-. The original report
: Vao made to the F.B.I. and fomrdad to A‘l‘Ic. ' . ,

| III, ' Oonclusion
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Laredo, Texas N | _' 3 November 1952

I, Description of Incident

At 1829 CST on 3 November 1952, two control tower operators at Laredo -
AFB, Texas, observed a long, elliptical, whitish-grey object approach the
AFB ‘from the SE, It appeared to psuse south of the base them depart to the
SE with an apparent burst of speed. The object was in view from 3 to 4
seconds. No tail or trail was noted,

A T-33 aircraft was in the area but was in sight during the obsarvation.

‘l'he weather was given as two layers of scattered and broken clouds at
5,000' and 10,000¢, visibility 12 miles, Wind at surface was NNE at 10 knots.

' II. Diacussion of Incident

. ‘l‘he apparent high speed and length of time in view eliminat.e the possibil-
- 1ty of a balloon or aircraft. lany aspects of this sighting are similar to
. the description of a meteor., If, however, the object came toward the tower

(1.645 from the report it apparently appeared to get larger) then went away, -
it could not have been a meteor; it since the flight path of an object not %
going directly overhead is hard to judge, this approach ard retreat might be N

~an illusion.

III. Conclusion

Possibly astronomical.
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Vineland, New J ersey S ‘ Ly November 1952

I. Desoription of Incident

* " On L4 November 1952 a civilian woman noticed two groups of two or three
objects moving in a SE direction at a slow speed, The observation lasted 30
seconds and took place at 1730 EST, The objects were approximately Lo°
above the horizon with the observer loold.ng S and appeared to be whirling
like a lighted wheel.,

II. DIaoussion of Inecldent

, l'he source atates that there were scattered clouds in an unusual forwa-
' ,tion and that she first noticed the objects between two banks of clouds,
‘There is a slight possibility that the incident was ceused by the afternoon
sun reflecting off this ¢loud formation thereby causing a strange effect, tud
o thore 13 no way to aubatantiate thi.o explanation. :

R Hmver, ‘the report is so akotchy and 1ncomplote that thara is insuffi-
5 tient factual data for an evaluation, Added to this is the fact that only
‘- f' - - one’ rather inexperienced source observed the phonomonon. :

‘ III._ Qonclua:lon

Insurf:lc:lent daf.a.
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Caribou, Maine - 4 November 1952

Ie. Description of Incident

On l; November 1952 a slow-moving light of varying colors was observed *
by both airborne and ground observers for a period of four hours from 1730 '
~ EST to 2130 EST. It was desoribed by all observers as first stationary and
then sinking down below the horizon, The colors were white, red, orange and
blu'e-green. ’

The object was first aighted by an Air Force captain and lst Lt flying
at 2,500' on a heading of 360° in 8 T-6 a/c. The light appeared at a 7 o'clock
position, elevation approximately 25° Presque Isle AFB was contacted and seve
eral ground observations ‘were made by the senlor control tower operator from
th&t base,

ITI. macuaa:lon of Incident

S An incoming Northeast Airlinea flight at Presquo Isle also sighted an

object in the same relative position with many changing colors. The pilot

stated that he thought it wags a star. After thinking the sighting over, the -
orew of the T-6 as well as the control tower operator also came to this con= g
clusion. It is true that a star or planet's light under certain haze condi- ‘
tions will refract and change color. The disappearance of the object below

the horizon can ba attributed to the nomal rotation of the earth.

III. COnclusion

o Probably a bright star or planet.
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Erding Alr Depot, Germany | L November 1952
b I. Deecrigtion of Incident
- 'Three airmen observed an object described as being dark and ova].-ehaped.
= It appeared to be tumbling end-over-end as it traveled eastward at a low speed.
- Obdect appeared to be J.ow. The time of the sighting was 1500Z.
p Weather at the time of the sighting was scattered clouds at 2,500!' and
. an overcast at 4,500', Winds at 1,000' were from 310° at 10 knots and at
. 5,000' w.tnds wore from 300° at 6 knots. .
II. Diecueeion of Incident
If balloons are launched at 1500Z in Germam' as they are in the U.S.,
i - this could very well be a balloon. The observers say it was traveling East o
| - IIX. conclua:l.on o - , | ‘
: ’ o Probebly a balloon launched from the air depot.
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' Auburn, Alabama 7 November 1952
2 I Deseri ription of Incident

, Givil:lan source reported observing a bright, circular object, stationary
in the sky east. of Auburn, Alabsma, at 16145 CST on T November 1952.

: mathar at the t:lme of the aighting was ecattered clouds at 12,000¢,
" broken clouds at 25,000t, Visibility 4 miles due to smoke.

‘Source stated object’ looked like a star.
1I. vm'.a'ctia_siion of Incident

It is possible that the object observed was a star. At 1645 CST it 1s
dark enough to see the brighter stars, Sunset was at 16!;5 CsT.

III.. conclua:lona
_Probablyv a star, |

10
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 Auburn, Alsbsma - Columbus, Georgia & Novamber 1952

I, Description of Incident

At approximately 1715 EST on 8 Novanber 1952 many people in the 001um-
bus, Georgia, and Auburn, Alabama, area observed a silver colored spherical
- or oval ahapod object. The outer edge was described as translucent and emit-
' t.ing a grcon I:Lght. 'l'hera were’ two bright spats on the ob;)ect.

IT. D.i.aeusa:lon of Incident

Sono mde observations thmugh telescopes.
III. - Conclusions
: Probably & balloon,

UNCLASSlFlED

Ilatw of the aouroea who observed the objeot. stated that it was a balloon."
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El Vado, New Mexico 9 November 1952

—ar

e Descriptioh 61‘ Incident

' At 01052 on 9 November 1952, a radar at El Vado, New Mexico, first obe
served a "blip" £0° wide, L5 miles and 1,5° from the station, The "blip"
was clocked at from 600 to 1400 mph as it went off the scope at 130 miles,
It soon returned on the same azimuth, came to within &5 miles of the station,
hovered approximately two mimutes, turned, and went off the scope aga.:ln. It
‘was obaerved a total of ten. ninutes.

During the sighting, the frequency of the radar set was ohanged 20 megs~
cyoles ﬁ.th no apparent change in the target.

II. Inacuaaion of Incident

: llany aimilar types of returns have been shown to be due to certain atmos-
pheric conditions, It is vory possible that this return was due to weathoro

nI. " Conelusion

Weather caused the unusual radar return,
. ’ }..r '{Il"‘ ; T"M oy . .




Covington, Ohio 10 November 1952

To Description of Incident

~© At 1700 EST a civilian phoned the ATIC duty officer to report that he
was observing a brilliant bluish light in the sky N of his home.

I, Dlsoussion of Incldent
.P_ai.'.»t,ei_'-son opétationé, WP AFB, 'advised' the duty officer that a B-29 was
testing photo flash equipment in the areas . |
III, Comclusion
f'as_ aircraft,
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-"r-»._ Washington, D.C. - 10 Novexnbgi 1952

I. Description of Incident

| _Civilian sources reported that they used &-power binoculars to observe
two, lights that appearsd to be east of Washington National Airport. The
lights were observed at 2150 EST on 10 November 1952 for a period of one hour.
There was no apparent movement but they grew alternately brighter and dimmer,
: The lights were close enough together to be included in the field of view of
I. ' - the binoculars.

Weathar reported to be 0-0 at Bolling AFB at 2200 EST but source stated
there was no fog where he was,

II. Mscussion of Incident.

The data in the report is too sket.ohy for a complate evaluation, but it
is possible two exceptionally bright stars were obaerved.

L

- IIX, Conclusion

3
. S Poasibly aatroncmical.

. v
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! | Lott, Texas 11 November 1952

T Descﬂption of Incident

Two civilian men reported obsérving two objects at 1540 CST on 11 Novem~
ber 1952, The objects were described as being non-metallic in appearance,
globe-shaped, and of a cloud grey color. The two objecta appeared to be con-
nected by a "wispy, cloud-like" band. The objects appeared at a 75° elevation,

- 20° agzimuth, moving in a general ESE direction to about 95° azimuth; it then
turned NNE.

, The . weather was clear w.lthwinds from the WNW of 15 knots at 19,000' and -
35 knots at 39,000°?,

II. maonsaion of Incident .

| - . : Saurce is knovm to be very enthuaiaatio about t.h:l.s subject., he has made
four a:lght:lngs.

o A balloon was released from the James COnnally AFB at Waco, Texas, at
nd 1500 CST. The winds at 39,000 were from the WNW and according to source's.
, desoription, ‘the object was traveling approximately with the wind. Lott, Texas,

is about 30 miles SSE of Waco and with 35 knot winds, the balloon could be in
- view at Lot LO minutes after the acheduled launch, No data on the length of
time obaserved. is given. ' "

| ‘II_I.' concluaion
" Probatly a balloon.
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Chatham, England =~ Dover, England 11 November 1952

'I. Desceription of Incident

At 1615Z (local time) on 11 November 1952, approximately LO civilians
observed an object which they reported first to be oval-shaped then changing
to a conical shape, then changing back to an oval shape. It disappeared in
a bright flash, The color and apparent size and speed was not reported.
There was no sound. The observers were located at 51°26'N~00°45'E, The ob-
Ject was observed to the SE and was seen several times over a five-minute

’ period. :

At 1620Z on the same day, a police sergeant and 20 police recruits
observed an object described as a slowly moving small oval "nucleus" (i.e.,
body) brilliant reddish-white, and with a long fiery tail ten times the
diameter of the main body. The observers were located at 51°05!N-01°10'E,
It was first seen on the western horizon, moving to the north, The object
disappeared into a heavy stratus cloud layer after being observed for ten
minutes. . _

- II. Discuspidn of Incident

- A plot shows that the police that made the observation were 24 miles
south and 290 miles west of the civilians, The civilians reported making their
observation to the SE and the police stated that what they saw was west of

. them traveling to the north, = There is a time discrepancy of five minutes in
the reported times but this is not umisual since there could very well be
“errors in estimating the time or in a difference between two watches or clocks.
It can be reasonably assumed that both parties observed the same thing.

The data received is very sketchy but indicates that the object may have
been the vapor trall of a Jet aireraft, More detalls on the sighting would
be necessary before a definite concluaion can be reached, howavexf.

I1I. Conclusion

Insufficient data for evaluation,

»
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Los Alamos, New Mexico : 12 November 1952 ’ @

I, Description of Incident

A security guard at Los Alamos reported observing four, blinking, réd,

green, and white or yellowish lights. The lights appeared to be stationary

- or moving very slowly to the north, They were observed continuously for 16
mimites and first seen at 2225 MST, | |

The weather.was CAVU, A fighter aircraft was put in readiness to acrambie.
but, was not scraxnbled since no radar contact was made,

| II. Diacuss:lon of Inc:ldent

_ . The time, 05352, is two hours and 33 minutes past the scheduled 03002
" weather balloon launch at Albuquerque. This balloon drifted east and was very
probably out of the area at the time of the sighting. It is possible that
another weather balloon drifted into the area although in general lights on
. these balloons last only about one hour, In addition, weather balloons carry
-only one lighto. The low speed, abgsence of radar contacts, and the fact that
o ~the area is a prohibited flight area discount the possibility of an airoraft,.
: ' It is also possible that a large research type balloon was in the area, &l
- : though ATIC has no such flights recorded. .

III. Conclus:l.on

" Possibly a balloon.

| @ | UNCLASSIFIED
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Ophiem, Montaria = (lasgow, Montana - 13 November 1952 |

I. Description of Incident

At 0243 MST on 13 November 1952 a weather observer taking a theodolite
reading on a weather balloon at QOlasgow, Montana, reported he observed five
oval-shaped objects with "lights all around them® flyirg in a V-formation,
Each object seamed to be changing position veriically by climbing or diving,
as if to hold formation. The speed appeared to be very fast, the total time
of observation being 20 seconds., The reported objects came from the NW,
went straight over the center of the town, made a 90° turn, and departed
tovard the SW .

At 0220 MST an AG&W Station obtained an unidantif:led radar track begin-
ning at L7°48'N-108°5'W and lost it at 0348 MST at L7°38YN-105°05'W, The
altitude was est:lmated to be 158,000" -and the speed was 210 knots.

II, Discussion of Incident

If these data are plotted it shows that it 1is doubtful that the track
observed on radar and the reported visually observed objects were the same,
While the radar "blip" was going straight east, south of Glasgow (Glasgovw .
being north of the radar track), the observer saw aometh:lng come in from the
'NW, turn, and go to the SE over his position.

~ Since the objects were reported directly over the observer and no aound
‘was heqrd, it is doubtful as to whether the objects ware aircraft,

III. (bnclusion '

This was not a combination radar-visual sighting of the same object,.
There are no conclusions as to the nature of the reported visual sighting,
The radar track, however, coul_d be due to weather.
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" Davis, CaliFornia 13 November 1952
I« ° Description of Ineident
. At 0605 PST on 13 November 1952 three businessmen from Davis, California,
observed what they described as an indistinct, blunt, cylindrical object, with
a bright flame behind 1t, The flame color was described by one source as blue-
~ red and by another as silver-white. It was estimated that if the object had
been a half mile away it would have been 20! in diameter. The object was ob-
served for 15°- 30 seconds, , - . o |
From thelr position ab 38°29'N-121°37'W the object traveled through an
arc of 45° It was of low altitude when first seen, | A
The weather dt'-_déjo”PST' was reported as scattered clouds at 5,000', vigi-
bility 25 miles, Sunrise was 0647 ,PS‘I‘,_Q A _. o o ' |
IT. Discussion of Incidemt . o | o 3
S - Allbhaae? of this it the description of a large fixfeball or meteor, !
., * III. Conclusion | T o » L o
L : Probaﬁly. astronomical, - ;
.t |
|
i
|
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‘Witchita, Kansas 15 Hovember 1952

I. Desoription of Incident
At 2025 CGST on 15 November 1952, an AF major with 5,000 hours flying .

‘time was engaged in watching pilots under his command shoot landings in a

B-47. He, amother rated officer, and several airmen observed what appeared

 to be an elliptical, blue-white light with an orange or red tail. The ob-
- Jeot moved erratically at a speed grester than that associated with a T~33

or B~lj7. The object was first observed to the north traveling rapidly on

' & heading of about L5° then it suddenly appeared to stop. When the object

stopped, the orange glow appurad to be on what had been the leading edge
of the object. The object moved out again on a heading of 45° to a position
NNW of the airport, then stopped again for two mimtes, It finally disap-
peared to the aorth. It was in view s total of five to ten minutes.
' ‘l'he 'nathor was CAVU, 'l'ha vr.lnda weres
29,0000 - 265%/35K
21,0000 = 2659/LOK - . .
34,0000 - 265°/0K - Q{'
39,0000 <« 235%/64K

II. Mocnaaion of Incident

. Two lighted weather balloons were launched at 2030 CST. Although there
is a discrepancy of 5 minutes in time between the sighting and the balloon
launches, the description of the object, the dmribod course, etc., fits
- that of a balloon. _ |

It is bel:levad t.hat t.he reported ob:loof. was one of the weather balloona.

.III. concluai.on

Probably a ba:!loon.
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Washington, D. C.. SR 15 November 1952

I, Description 61‘ Inbide,nt.

|

_5; o : At 02,0 EST an AF captain and his wife observed some type of light they.

: could not identify, Their attention was called to the object by its loud

noise, described as similar to a flight of "six or more jets at low altitude”,.
The . 1ight was whife or pale blue and passed slightly to the east of the obser-

‘;., ‘ var's zenith on a southerly heading, No wing tip lights were noted. After

1 about seven or eight seconds ‘the light made a left turn then started a steep

. cl:lmb. ‘l.'he light. went out shortly after the climb was. started,

II. D:I.scuasion or Incident

: No i‘ollow-up was made on this :anidant, homaver, the description could E
well be that of an F-9L; aircraft. with its aft.erbnrner on and fly:lng "blackod ;
A -

IIT. Conclusion

Poasibly a:lrcrafb.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Bower's Beach, Delaware 15 November 1952

I; Descr:lption of Incident

Two eivilian sources reported obaorviug a "deep orange glow with int.er-
mittent white lights". One observer was in Bower's Beach, Delaware, and one
in Frederioa, ‘Delaware., Both observers saw the light generally south of their
positions. It was first obaerved at about 1845 EST and was ip view for ten
aimtes. It apparant]y had no lateral motion, since one observer lined up
the objoct on a fixed reference point and he could not notd.ca any motion.

'eathor at the time was scattered oloudo at 600! and an overcast at 5,000'. ‘
Visibility was seven miles, . i

IX. maouaa:lon of Incident | - |
| Sinco t.haro wae an overoaat, any utronon:lcal body can bo ruled out. : - o
: Aeronantioal charts show that in the gonoral direct:lon ot the aight.ing | _ i
and 10-12 miles away there 1s a reserved air space or caution area used by the
Navy. Some activity in this area, auch a8 a naro, could have been seen,
III, Oonolusion

POJS‘W a flare.

CONEIDENTTAL
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Rhein-Main AFB, Germany 16 November 1952

I.: boscript.ion of Incident

 From 1045Z to 19002, the GCA radar at Rhein-Main picked up radar re-
turns whose speed varied from 100 to 120 mph, The measured altitudes were
.fran 200* to 800!, - Both GCA operators have had two years! experience,
Ground . observera were sent to location of returns, but could not see any-
thing in the air,

.One operator had seen a s:lmihr situation while stationed in Alaaka
and it was thought to be caused by icing conditionms,

" The weather was reported as 7/8 mile visibility, l:l.gxt fog, -ceiling
| hOO' - 600', ‘overcast, with a ground t-empera’oure of =3°C,

1. Diacusaion of Inc:l.dent

'rho reported naneuvers and apaeda of the’ radar ret.urna are s:lmilar to
thou that have occurred at Waah:l.ngton Nat.:l.onal Airport. :

’ - ' No data on inversions are available, but similer aight:lngs have been ;
due to weather. , |

III. Conclusion
Retﬁrna due to weather,

© UNCLASSIFIED
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Izixpéx;ial Beach, Cslifornia 16 November 1952

SRR Y T ety

‘I, Description of Incident

At 1838 PST two .duty officers at a Naval station sighted an unuaual large ooy
‘orange disc of light which hovered over the water for three to.fow minutes B
and then proceeded upward at a high speed. The object later appesred again |3
and appeared to be a large ysllow ball which, when looked at throuh binoou- : f

|

}

|
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lars, seemed to have a bluish tinge around the edges.

R
vy ST,

II. Discusa:lon of Inc:l.dent. ,

i 2

A At approximately this time the Navy and U,S, Weather Buresu rileased
radiosonde and piball weather balloons and since the objects hoverid and then
‘climbed, it is felt that either one of these caused the incident, The orange
-dlge description fits here also as many times a rising balloon will catch the
setting sun's rays and appear to be a glowing ball. -

S s

I | _COnclgaion | ‘
Probebly a westher balloon.
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Iusberton, North Carolina o 16 November 1952

I. Doacr:lgtion of Incident

At 1815 EST five o:lviliana obeervod a bright orange, oblong, object
moving alowly acrosa the sky. No sound was heard.

II. Discussion of Incident.

A ;]ef. aircratt was known to be in the area and flying in the same head-
ing as the reportod object. The sun shining on this alrcraft undoubtedly
accounted for the aight:lng. : o * : :

IIIJ Ooneluaion
Probably aircratt.
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MoAndrew AFB, Newfoundland 16 November 1952

I. Descr:lption of Incident : &

At approximately 0015Z on 16 November 1952 two observers, a tech sergeant

" and the base 0D, observed a "large, brilliant object the size of a grapefruit",

The object appeared to be traveling very fast as it came in from the SW, made
a 90° turn directly overhead, and disappeared in.a westerly direction. As it

lett the area it appeared to give off a brilliant "cold white light". The

duration of the sighting was five to six seconds. No sound was heard.

Many other sightings of a similar nature were reported by Air Police

Guards earlier in the evening.

3

Local radar was checked but they had carried ne unknavm tracks during the
period,

" An aircraft crew reported that they had seen a meteor at 21;002 while ﬂy—
ing :I.nto the area.

The wsathsr was scattered to no clouds at 2,000'; visibili'by 10 miles.

II, Discussion oi‘ Incident

There is a possibility that the reported object was the same meteor seen
by the air crew at 2400Z, an error of 15 minutes is possible. Meteors, howsver,
do not make 90° turns and since the turn reportedly occurred directly over the
observers it is difficult to say the turm was an illusion, There are infre-

quent reports of fireballs "glancing" off the atmosphere. This phenomenon
might appear to be a 90° turn.

The object evidently was. very spectacular since the OD stopped his car,
shut off the ignition and go out to watch., One observer stated that he was

| afraid the object was about to hit him,

Lacking data on the "odds" of a meteor or fireball appearing to make a
90° turns, the object cannot be identified as a meteor,

IIi. : Cohclusion

Unknown

m’”DENm
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. Florence, South Carolina 17 November 1952

I. Description of Ineident

At 1715 EST, several observers in and near Florence, S.C., observed a
bright, elliptical-shaped object, thick in the center and tapering at the
edges. It appeared to be traveling slowly. Observers included airport
manager, Eastern Airlines captainn% ot airborne at time of sighting), a : .
‘weather observer, radlo operator, and a tower operator. =

A jot aircraft was report.ed due over Florence radio at the t:lme of the
aighting. :

II, Dclacussion of Ineident.

'l.‘h:l.a is another aight.ing that appears better than aVerage, as far as
sources are ooncerned. but agein certain data are lacking. Since a jet air-
oraft was due over the area, it could have ‘been the jet. It is interesting
to note that so many widely separated sources would all report an aircraft,
espeo:l.ally since they ocan be conasidered fairly reliable observera.

E ‘ 111._ Conelusion " o
; Probably aireraft. | |
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Salton Sea, California _ 20 November 1952

I. Description of Incident

The pilot of a B=50 aircraft reported observing a light that changed
color from white to red to green. The B-50 was flying at an altitude of
16,000" on a heading of 275° The time was 2005 MST. The light was ob-
served at 11 o'oclock from the aircraft. At first it appeared to be sta-
tionary then moved to the NW, disappearing as 1! it had been turned off,

'II. Discussion of Incident

o llthough the description of the object is similar to a atar or bright
planet; the fact that it "went out" eliminates this possibility.. The sight-

" ing was an hour and five minutes after a balloon launch and normally lights
on balloons do not burn this long, it is not an impossibility, however,

S _Thia rop_ort. is similar to past reports that have been received from this
_‘?9‘.0" P T o : | ,.

IlI. conclusion

Poasibly a balloon.
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Fort Benning, Georgia I 21 November 1952

I. Description of Incident

- At 2120 EST on 21 November 1952 an observer, not identified in the re-
port, observed a blue-white ob:)eet traveling WNW, The object was reported
to be "the size of a golf ball", Object tugmed dull orarge after several
seconds and disappeared. One minute later it reappeared in the original col-
or,' turned north for approximately two minutea, then turned SSE and held thia
course until it was out of sight,

~ II Inacnsaion of Incident

’.l'he dascr:lptd.on of this object is gimilar to & meteor except for the
longth of time observed, over three minutes, and the disappearance, and re-
appearance, .= The reported change in course does not fit a meteor, but since

. :I.t. m a small change, WNW to N, it could have bean an 111uaion.

Another poasibil:l.ty is a jet aircraft. The roport. makea no mention of
S the location of the object in relation to the observer nor to sound. If
‘ the object did not pass over the source and was only seen low on the horizon,'
L it oould have been an aircoraft, .

III . Conolusion

Possibly airecraft,

CONFIDENTTAL
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Alken, Soﬁth Carolina - - 21 November 1952

I. Description of Incident

- Oni-21 November 1952 at 1822 EST, two heavy equipment operators working
in the Savannah River AEC installation observed one round, glaring red, ob~
jeot with no tail, which appeared to be traveling at high speed. The object
faded from view in the SSE after being in aight for about 30 seconds. It
appeared to be losing altitude when it disappeared. No sound was heard.

11, | 'D:'lscussion of Incident

The description of the reported objact fits the typical fireball or
large meteor. ' : -

III. Cuncl_uaion.

Probably a fireball. .
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Annandale, Virginis - . 2l; November 1952

i Doscri tion of Incident

Fbr one hour between 1830 and 1930 EST on 2)4 November 1952, a civilian-

“couple observed a bright glowing light "the size of a baseball" to the south

of Annandale, Virginia. The light camé north over the observers then made a
90° turn, When almost out of sight, it made a 180° turn and came back toward

‘the observers. Binoculars were used to make the observations There was no

sound,

The woather waé CAVU,

I1, D:I.sousaion of Incident

: This could very well have been a jet aircraft, poasibly with an afterb\u'nor,
exoept for. the absence of sound. The light was apparently traveling fast and |

was large (i.e., larger than the "pinpoint™ of light made by a high flying ;)ot.).
'If it was low enough to appear to be traveling extremely fast, it should have

been heard since it passed nearly diroct.ly over the observers. It would be

fdi.fficult- to say it was definitely an a:lrcraft.
III._ comluaion |

" Possibly aircraft,
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East Glendale, California -~ 2l; November 1952

I. Description of Incident

At approximately 1548 PST three employees of a west—-coast aireraft plant
observed four unidentified flying objects in formation near Grand Central Air
Terminal, The obJjects were described as being spherical in shape, and of
unknown size. They were a dull grey aluminum color, and appeared to be either
emanating light or reflecting shafis of sunlight, They first appeared in the
NW and appeared to be on an easterly heading., At one time, a B-25 passed be-
tween the objacts and the observers. The B-25 appeared to be at 1500! and
the objects seemed to be about the relative size of a nacelle on the B-25.

‘The obJects seemed to tgka on an elliptical shape, diminish in brilliance,
then disappear at high speede Only the sound of the B-25 was heard. The
aighting‘ lastwd about 1 minute, I

II. Dlsoussion of Incident

Theae could have been a/c reflecting sunlight. The *"sudden disappeare
ance at high speed“ could be due to a change in the angle of reflection caus-
1ng it to rapidly diminish and fade from view. :

No data about the angles are given so no angular velocity can be estab~
lished. ,

Posslibly aircraft,

32
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White Sands, New Mexico | 25 November 1952

I.- Description of Incident

The following is an extract from the Monthly Intelligence Summary, White
Sands Proving Grounds. The source 1s a field grade officer assigned to White
Sandss

- "While returning to White Sands Proving Ground from Wm Beaumont Hospital,
at approximately 2030 hours on 25 November 1552, I observed what appeared to-
be flares, or pyrotechnics s on the right side of the road. My first throught
was that. these objJects were flares that were being fired by troops on a night
~_project. Howaver, shortly thereafter--s matter of seconds--I observed what
appeared to be a flare land right in the middle of the road, about three or
four hundred yards distant. It assumed the shape of a ball, having a green
~center, fading to a light hazy blue at the exterior.. This light disappeared
before my car arrived at the spot, After observing this light, I thought that -
the Department of Army had a new type pyrotechnics that I was not familiar o
with that they were using on a night problem. Appro:d.mately three to five
i \Qinutes later I observed a light, or series of lights, approaching from the
. " right side of the road, in the heavens, at an altitude of about three to five
' ' ‘hundred feet and between 1/4 and 1/2 mile d:l.atant. I thought that probably,

; in conjunction with the night problem, this was an airborne drop of troops,

J I first thought it might be a C-119 or a C-123, However, this object made a

‘ right hand turn above the road and then dlsappeared at an angle of approximate-

f 1y 90° straight into the sky. I cannot state whether it was a plane or a type

| of alrcraft. I can merely state that there were two rows of what appeared to

. ~ be windows, brilliantly lighted, and I would estimate that they were five to

.‘ . 8i3¥ feet in height and six to eight windows in each of the two rows, After

E ‘this objeot disappeared, I stopped my car and got out to see if I could see a

2 plane but could see nothing, I turned off the motor on my car to see if I
could Hear the motors of a plane, but I could near no sound, I then proceeded
to White Sands Proving Ground. , o

{}. . 1L Diacusaion of Incident ' ' : |

It is possible that the object was an aireraft except that from the des-
oription it appeared to be low if it were an aircraft, and evidentally no
sound was heard., No follow-up investi gatlon was made and since additional data
are needed no evaluation can be made,

111, Conclusion : . , , |

Insufficient data for evaluation, | | -

.
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Canal Zone | . 25=26 November 1952

I. Description of Incident

From 18002 to 2349Z on 25 November 1952, two unidentified objects were
tracked on gun-laying radar. The objects flew at an estimated speed of 275
knots and varied altitude between 1,000!' and 28,000'. The area was put on a
yellow alert after all known air traffic had been checked. Four aircraft
were scrambled for visual search, but had no success.

At one time, 23302, an AF major observed a glowing yellow light travel- ¥
ing rapidly from east to west near France AFB. At the time of this visual -
sighting, the radar had the target in the France AFB area. Other reporta of
visual sightings were received, however, further investigation showed these
to be the aircraft that had -been scrambled for the at.tempted intercept.

Weather ahowed two inversion layers in the area, but the report states
the possibility of weather causing the targets was checked before the yellow
alert was called. | '

II, Discussion of Incident : | ‘ .

Although the report on this incident is oomplete, there 18 still not
-enough data to make a complete analysis. The fact that inversions were noted
raises the possibility of weather phenomena causing the targets.

III, Conclusion

Radar yeturns probably due to weather, \ - s t_
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Goose Bay, Newfoundland . 26 November 1952

I, Description of Incident

At 02302 (2230 local time) an F-94 crew attempted to intercept a bright
orange and red light, the light had no definite shape. The intercept was
unsuccessful in that the objéct seemed to keep the same distance from the
F-9l4. The F-9l was on a 180° heading from Goose AFB, No radar either air-

~ bome or ground was made, .

The weather was Cavu, - . o T

II. \D!.acnssion of Incident

) The roporh states that all aircraft 1n the area were accounted for.
There is no reason to believe, however, that the F<9l was observing a bright
star or. planet. This has occurred several times in the paste. The fact that
the light appeared to stay the same distanoe from the airoraft is oharaotu\-
ist:l.o of & "star chase". .

i | ‘ ,' III. Oomlusion
‘ o
Poasibly an astronom:lcal body.
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SE of Prescott, Arizona 27 November 1952
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I. Deseription of Incident

While on a flight from E1 Paso, Texas, to Nellis AFB, Nevada, in a B-26
alrcraft, an AF 1t colonel and his crew chief observed four quick bursts of
black smoke in tandem, directly ahead of their aircraft and at their altitude. .
The time was 1210 PST. After about 2 minutes, three more bursts appeared then
three more. At 1218 PST, thres more puffs were seen to the left of their -

..oourse _and-ashead, with three more appearing at 9 o'clocke At this time, the
pilot made a 90° turn to the left. The puffs of smoke contimed as the B-26
made several turns in the area, Once the puffs of smoke would have bracketed
the a/c had 1t contimed on course. At one time, the pilot flew close to the
puffs and they appeared to be yellowish in color and about 20! in diamet.er.
‘Exceedingly' rough a:lr was noted close to the smoke puffa.

-

Thp entire inoident lasted 20 minutes.

II. - Discussion of Incident

The description of the smoke puffs would lead one to belisve that the
B-26 had encountered flak. The area of the encounter was far from any tar—
get area, however, and since the a/c was only at 10,000 under VFR conditions,
it 1is doubiful that. evpn if 1t were in a practice area 1t would be cont:lnually
fired upon.

A

ITI, Conclusion

l
%‘E . . A
z, - Unknown

UNCLASSIF!ED
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DeQuiney, Louisiena o 27 November 1952

I. Descripj.ion of Incident.

On 27 November 1952 at 2015 CST a woman reported seeing a “"round and/or ;;
pyramidal shaped object with a bright reddish-pink colpr", At first it was

stationary, then it began to move up and domn. It was observed for 2 1/2 o
hour‘a. - -

II. Diabus‘aibn of Incj.dent » | . : ' - | *

, Although no angles are given 80 an almanac can be checked, . it is high]y
probabla this 1ady was looking at a planet or star,

Probably astronomical bodye
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Ogden, Utah | . - 28 November 1952

I. Deacripj,ion of Incident

: " Two pilote in a '1'-33 aircraft flying at 20,000? reported observing an

object ‘trailing a long ‘amber-rose colored stream. The time of sighting was

1945 PST, 28 November 1952, and lasted for 20 mimutes. The object appeared

to.be wavering slightly from side to side and remaining in a fixed position
“untdl t-he T-33 passed it, then it appeared to pick up speed.

1I. Di.scussion of Incident

At 17145 PST the sun would be in a position to illuminate a vapor trail
a:lmi]ar to the way the sun lights or colors clouds in a sunset,

_III. COnclusi on

Probably an a:lrcraft..

paftars anin 22 [3
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\laahi.ngt.on, D. C. o , 30 November 1952

I, Deaorigtion of Incident |

Source reported two st.at.ionary lights over Waahington, D. 0., at 2230
EST on 30 November 1952, Source "called from a bar and grill and sounded
‘incoherent." The lights remained for several minutes then disappeared. An
a:}.:oraft with both landing lights on appeared in the same location shortly
afverward,

II. Diaouas:lon of Incident

0
Dmxbtml source calling from doubtml 1ocat:l.on.

IIT. 'conoluaion

' Probab:_ly airoraft,

UNCLASSIFIED
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Washington, D. C. 30 November 1952

I. Deacripj:ion of Incident

At 0030 EST on 30 November 1952, the CAA radar at Waahington National
Airport again began to show "blips" similar to those in July 1952. They
showed the same pattern and behavior as cbefore with speeds of 90~100 mph with
maneuvers identical to normal aireraft except for sporadic appearances and
disappearances.. The "blips" continued for an unspecified period of time,

Aircraft in the area were alerted but could see nothing.

The weather included light SOW,e No mention was made of whether there
was or was not an inversion, -

"Blips" similar to the ones reporte& were seen on the previous night
(29 November 1952). The weather at that time was CAVU with no inversion. At
this time, the targets appeared wer Andrm AFB but could not be seen from

. the ground.

II. mecuaqioh of Inc:l.dent'

As .a't.ated' above, this report is similar to the ones reportved from the
Washington National Airport Tower, . In these there was a great deal of dis-
cussion as to the effects of :lnveraiona on radar. '

111, Oonclua:lon

None
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