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MEMORANDUM RESPECTING THE CESSATION OF ISSUE OF ROUTE
'INSTRUCTIONS TO MERCHANTS SHIPS.

The orders issued by the Admiralty tnder which Masters of British merchant
vessels are directed te visit and consult the Shipping Inte]hgence officer, Route-
giving officer or Leportmg officer begore sailing from any port are cancelled s
from the 28th Jualy, 1919, except for cettam.vo_yages which may be specified from
time to time in ”"Mine Warnings to Mariners” or by other public notice,

The issue of Route Instructions to Merchant ShlpS by British Authorities will
be discontinued accnrdmglv on the 28th July, and the majority of Brmch Route-
giving officers will be closed on that date. This will have the effect i in practice
of closing the British Route-giving Service throughout the world, by which Allied
and Neutral vessels during the war were instructed as to the rontes they shonld

’follow, and will resnlt in a reversion to normal peacetimo Practice by which

Masters are responsible for obtaining the necessary hydrographieal and other
information and regulating their movements in accordance with the same.

The officers at a few important ports will be maintained for a further period of
one or two menths to give advice and assistance to such Masters as may desire it,
and to deal with any dificuities that ina.y be found at first on the discontinuance
of Route Instructions. .

The offices which will be retained{ subject to amendment ) are-Shipping

iilntelligence’«offices at Liverpbol, Glasgow, Leith,

Newcastle-on-Tyne, Hull, T,ondon, Devonport, Cardiif, Swansea, and the British
Naval Route-giving officis a4 New York, Norfo'k Va., Galveston, Colon, Pernambuco,
Rio, Monte Video, Madeira, Ponta Delgada ( Azores), St. Vincent (C: V.),' Slerra

 Leone, Qupe Town, Cibralter, Multa, Port.Said, and Constantinople. Masters are

invited and advised to take every opportunity of comsujting these officers.
British shipowners and Mastérs have been informed as above, and aiso to the
following effect:~ R

7A1l available information regarding the areas which remain dangerous on
account of mines, and the routes, where such exist, by which those areas should

" be avoided is promulgated in the form of ’Aqmiralty Mine Warnings to Mariters.?

Advance copies of these mine warnings are sent by post to Shipping Intelligence
officers in the United Kingdom, and by telegram to British Consular and: Customs
officers abroad (“Reporting officers.’ ) immediately they are prepared; Masters
who consult these officers will therefore ‘obtain information regarding clearance
aud shortened routes at an apprecmely earleer date v.han that of its publication in
the printed warniugs,
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,. "These 'Mine Warning to Mariners,’ the British ‘versious oi which are
obtainable through the same channels as Admiralty *Notices to Mariuers, ” have
Dheen in existance for more than six montns, and Masters should by now have
become accustomed to their use; at the same time progress in the mine elearance
has allowed of a marked simplification in the instructions contained in them.

"1t is this that has rendered it possible to discontinme the issue of Route
Tnstructions from the 28th July as stated rbove, but it cannot be too urgeutly
impresseb that the necessaty for maintaining the utmost care to avoid mineficlds
is in no degree lessened; it wonld be regrettable if the advantages gained by the
removal of the irksome but necessary regul ation of route should be marred by
accidents which would result if the care on the Dart of the Masters, whieh has
contridated so much to the comparative immunity from mining acciden's in the
past, should be in any way relaxed.

"Masters must be careful to obtain and stndy all ‘Mine Warnings to Mariners.’
to mark the infcrmation contained in the same on their charts, to kecp them
corrected and to consult the Reporting officers abroad to obtain any telegraphie
amendments; they must also, when obtaining their clearance in United Kingdom
ports, examine any notices which may be posted at the Customs House, as urgent
or important information may be promuigated by these means”.
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