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_SZ:'mcr C)ofg:ge \/defory ( 1853 -/9.50) _

@jmpmvcmtm and progress are

ly to give'to the new West the educa-

duties,” morto of the Oread Society of

Mount Carroll Seminary, might well
serve as the theme of Shimer College
history throughout the first hundred
years of its progressive development,
which reached its century mark on
Founder's Day, May 11, 1953. For the
small acorn, planted by two courageous
women in May, 1853, has grown and
spread into an oak of strength and beau-
ty, a school that has steadily improved
and progressed through good and bad
years, t0 reach a proud place in the
educational world. It has not only kept
pace with the times, but has become a
leader in educational thought and prac-
tice. -

Its inspired service to youth through
succeeding generations has fully justified
the faith of its founders, whose dream of
educational usefulness has found its
realization in the college af today.

Frances Ann Wood, with her friend

- and Halderman gri

and _ally, Cindarella Gregory, “builded
better than they knew” when, In spite of
hardships, obstacles, difficulties and dis-
couragements, they labored unfaltering.

tional advantages sorely needed by young
folks of those pioneer days. Hundreds
of graduates, who have gone out from
the school to take their places in the
world and make their contributions to
life, have blessed the day when two
young school ma'ams, with hope in their
hearts, set out to translate their bright _
dreams into vibrant reality and Shimer

College was born.

Every human achievement was first
a_thought in someone's mind. Shimer
College had its inception in the desire
of early settlers in and around Mount
Carroll, lllinois, to give their children
educational opportunities in spite of the
lack of public schools.

Mount Carroll, in the ecarly '50's, was
a village clustering around the Emmerr
1 the Wau-
karusa, a meandering stream winding its
way among the green hills and wooded
valleys of the beautiful countryside. En.
terprising citizens of this pioneer com-
munity decided to organize and finance
a "Seminary.” Headed by John Wilson,
attorney, and William T. Miller, state




! y

CINDARKLLA GREGORY, 1880-1871
legislator, (he ownspeople  secured in
1852 the Passage of a Ml in the Legis-
lature Incorporating  theiy Project  as
Mount Careoll Seminary.

The next hurdle
Peleas . euahicgy :‘h-.ﬂnfirlgtr_ Atl'l'uru.'}*
Wilson wrote bis friend Jsauc Nash of
New York State Suggesung that  his
usrr:;-up!.cw, Frances Wood, come our
and rake charge of the ncorporared bue,
as yet, non-existent Mount Carroll Semi.
nary.

Frances Ann Wood, born in Miltgn,
Suam‘gn County, New York, Auguse 21,
1826, started 10 school ar the tender age
of 213 went away from home ar 7 to
live with 4 ousin whose husband was
principal of 5 school  Francey attended
until. overwhelmed with hnmﬂif:kﬂr:ss.
she was allowed w0 return home. Lefq
motherless ar (e uge of ten, she made
her home with an older sister, Caroline,
Mrs. Isasc Nash, until sent to Stillwarer
Acad-.'?my when not ye twelve, At four.
teen she begged (o keep house for her
which she continued 1o do all
through her ‘teens with great efficiency,
her father taking grear pride in her
hﬂustk:‘rpr'ng .Ihiﬁl}f, In addition, she

Was 1o secure com.

ught a wuntry whosl fiees by Bene

untsl she had Cained enimagh 14 par her

New York Normal
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wil through he
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-i-q'u' Jlr.i |.-'F|;n‘ . e '1---11.;;'-;1'!1 lhc
)

l.lnlnr‘.

TN ¥

In her young womanhood she had
Fwen chiilled |‘~-,r aCcouns  hey alder
brother, wrote home from

I-Ih!u.lgt.
Missourl and Pounts farcher wese ahoue
his adventures a8 & hunter, (rapper, soout
and Indian lighter
with the poncer Whitman
}‘Jrrp' thar weni out 1w rha l'.ln-,_:-'-n COn .
try. He was interested in & saw mill and
I-.unlu-nng Then, during the gold rush
fever, he was lured 16 {'.ﬂth-rlui. where
he was murdered by Indians. Mis let.
ters, doubtless, made a profound im.
CI1s," as he called young"
Frances, appetite for ad.
venture. So, when Upportunity  offered
0 RO Ol 0 the pioncer country and
start a school, it "was a t"ha“rngt she
could not resise

He was in sime Way

CONiMe -i

Pression an
uht'tnng her

Cindarella ('arrgnr_v. of Naples, On.
tario l‘..'num}*. New York, a Normal
School  classmate and friend, who WS
teaching in Milton and bmr-.!mg at the
Nash home, was urged o join Frances
in this undertaking. Afrer correspopd.
Ing with InCcorporator, Joha Wilson, H.
G. Grawan and others, the two young
women were persuaded to BO west in the
spring of 1853 and start the school,

Frances Ann was then a slender, dark.
haired &irl of 26, Cindarella a dignified,
but sprighdy YOung woman of shoreer,
j Frances had shown
Sympoms of TB, so, when the invira-
ton to come west arrived, her family
thought a change of climare might do
her good, Her body may have been frail,
but her subsequent activities proved that
she had the heare of a lioness, ready o
SPring into action wigh singular direct.
ness of Purpose, force and strategy in
pursuit of her aims, Ag Years passed she
developed into 2 woman of heroic
mould.

=Y i



On May 6, huving been delayed by
8 storm, they set out from Janesville

in g "s " over mudd

¥ I o ey
of Mount Carroll, ninctj miles farther
West, a place nobody along their route
hndneummuchuhﬂrdnf"nﬁ“hﬂ
stopped overnight in Cherry Grove, a
neighboring settlement. “""_—

All along the way they were plagued
by wind and rain as they jostled over
roads “perfectly awful, almost impassa-
ble in places™ The lumbering stages
“met  with accident almost  hourly,”
wrote Frances, “two or three stuck in the
mud, passengers being obliged to leave
them, one stuck there all night and is
there yet for aught I know. Several were
upset and passengers” bruised, scratched
and frightened most to death . . . Well,
Wch:duﬁn::tea.mlndgmddrimu
could be scart up, bue . . . firse one whif.
fletree broke, the driver went back and
8ot another . . . that time we were com-
pletely slewed. Cinda and I got out and
walked 2 rail our on 1o solid footing,
the horses gave another pull and broke
* fg - . . men unloaded the baggage,
whole kit and cargo! The horses tried
again, broke another g . .. Meanwhile
it was raining, so Cinda and T took our
umbrella and starred along on foor . .
after about two howrs we were snugly
ioaded up and on oyr way again .
Mrning (May 8) we drove in-
0 fown and puy up ztmg
Hotel Tsasc (who had accompanied

them) calied on Mr. Wilson .

8<t a boarding place, which we did the
next day.”

Once settled there, things, began
move. The cooperation of the towns.
people  was made manifese. *

the town and

Goss™ took them out ;‘?nmpactiag-fq; _

t0 admire the beauties

~ give our opinion about the site for the

Seminary buildings . . , the books

open for subscription . . . something over
ﬁhu_nﬁd.m were taken in one
) 4

...thercismmider'lbleexdtemenb

«+ + there scems no doubr that the enter-
prise will succeed, and even exceed our
most sanguine expectations.”

The “books
the corporation whose Board of Trustees
included the Presbyterian minister, Rev.
C. Gray, president, John Wilson, secre-
tary, Leonard Goss, treasurer, Hon.
David Emmerr, Nathaniel Halderman,
Dr. B. P. Miller, James Hallert, James
Farguson and Rev. John Irvine,

On May 11, three days after their ar-
ival, the teachers opened
in the Presbyterian Church, In six weeks
it was moved to more commodious
quarters on the second floor of the
only brick building in town, which the
trustees: had renovated, and partitioned
off, installing blackboards, chairs and

tables, -
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ISABELLE DEARBORN HAZZEN,
FACULTY, 1869-1902.

Oa the opening day only eleven pupils
sppeared, but by the end of the term
forty had enrolled. The following year
they opened & boys' department on the
chird floor of this building with Miss
Ransom as teacher.

Meanwhile the

iNCOrPOTALOrs ook

STOCK
dollars cach w© their fellow townsmen

Jooking for a place to build.
people  subscribed 548
hares representing a value of $2,000.

iowever, as faith in their investment

ighty-three

waned, only S:._I__gf__m___;j:ls_‘f_ﬁt}l-thft."& Eai_a 2
' full, others paid in part, some serded
. .

py notes, MOSt neves paid. Wit
than $1.000 with

purchase of land and the

?"_‘3“?.!.- to_finance .the

erecuion of 2

building the Board was faced with a ser-
jous dilemma. R, At O,

In spite of this discouraging outlook,
stout-hearted Frances writes, “We num-
ber bat

but twenty-five as yet, but we are just

sammencing, its & new thing” "I don't
care if we only pay our way for a tme,
it we Can 1

ultimately have a school that
will be appreciated.” Fannie Bartholo-
T .I]P' .

mew Bailey, one of the first eleven pu-

in their venrure, sold shares at five
-,__-——'—-—"_"_'-""_""

less

HENRY WILMARTH HAZZEN,
FACULTY, 1877-1896.

pils, comments, "Then was first displayed
that perseverence and energy, that cour-
age 1O combat difficulties, that has ever
characterized the work of the Principal,
Mrs. F. A. Wood Shimer.”

When it came to selecting a site for
the school, differences of opinion de-
veloped. To further complicate matters,
whenever a_trustee showed _interest in
any location., there the price of real estate
went up immediately. Misses Wood and
Gregory, though urged to do so, hesitated
to express a preference for any one loca-
tion, not wishing t0 antagonize any of
the Board. They knew Trustee Irvine
did not share their preference. But be-
fore the day of decision they won ovef
Mrs. Irvine to their way of thinking and
Frances writes, "having her on our side,
of course Mr. lrvine came around all
right.”

One day Trustee Wilson drove them
to0 Savanna on the Mississippi, ten miles
wei  On this excursion Miss Wood
divulged her bright idea of buying 2
desirable piece of property in Savanna
owned by her brother-in-law. Then,
should the Mount Carroll landowners

e e e S
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- workers, a5 well as to furnish the new
- building “from aric to cellar,™ v
In those days Mount Carroll Seminary
offered a variety of courses, mti?g six
years of study. These were the Primary,
Advanced, Teachers' and
Courses. Later the Primary became the
Preparatory Course and Advanced be-
came the Academic Course. lri| thclim
rinted “Register and Circular” Miss
%Food states, “As we claim she female
ind i ible of the va-
on as the male, and that there is equal
course is prescribed Yor Their
minds will be trained 1o vigorous
thought, enlarged views and practical
efficiency . . . The time devoted to each
study is not specified as srudents will
be advanced from class to class accord-
ing to their progress.” .
Not only intellect, but character was
0 be trained. Along with ks, music
and art were studied, ideals of sincerity,
thoroughness, purpose and self-reliance

In addition to doing her share of the
teaching, Miss Wood kept the accounts,
wiling over them far into the night. She
writes, “Here are no less than eight great
sccouat books standing 'in my writing
desk in solemn array right before me
waiting with impatience my attention.
They must be posted and ready to sub-
mit to the Board next Monday . . . bills
for the quarter scarcely straight . . . nexy
week 1 must commence making bills for
rhisquzrtef....ﬁsmnaslamautof
school 1 have t© go 1o the Library, sear
myself ar my desk, pen in hand, ull mid-
night, and not infrequently writing from
five to ten letrers besides accounts, bills,
CIC in one evening.” While serving thus
as bookkeeper and treasurer she often

allowed herself only four haurs of sleen
2 night, while Miss regory carried the
heavy end of the educational work and
was the disdplinarian. The students
dreaded her displeasure expressed by a
“withering look "

Six months after transferring ¢o per-
MANENt quarters, the Board, profuundly

Collegiate

tinue the school for ten ﬁ
‘mmﬁﬁ transfer a

iscourged because of the school's finan

ight, offered the property to Misses
Wood and Gre

o ilding, $4500, pr -
mteﬂlemt-tcu: site, n.fé@_

new charter, vestin ights in the two
a small legacy from the
estate of Miss Wood's father and finan-

cial help from gastern backers, the two
women took over fi proprietorship in
the struggling, young institution. And it

was only by dint vf hard work in school-
room and office, most careful |
ment and actention to detail, plus com-
plete dedication to the rask, that the
two young proprietors were able to win
through.

Miss Wood personally supervised the
landscaping and planting of the campus.
Twenty additional acres, adjoining the
original five, were acquired and the en-
tire rectangular tract planted both for
use and for beauty. A line of evergreens
was set along the rim of the grounds that
stood for years, tall and straighe, -like
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,uminﬂs. Within that line were set at
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iervals maples and_ocher

ants,
Be-

comprizing 13 varieties, 600 deciduous
trees of 60 varieties, 1,000 apple trees,
apples, 1500 grape-vines, beside quanti-

vies of small fruit. Every vegetable that

fiourishes in the [llinois climate was
grown in the kitchen garden. -
Beside dorting the campus with beauti-
ful trees she set out many kinds of roses,
ornamental shrubs and flowering plants.
Later she boyght some distance
from the school, oa which to grow addi-

L ‘:' -.-':';l'l- B RS TR
ELIA C. JOY, PRINCIPAL OF THE
ADELIA EMINARY, 1872-189.

ex
vonal food supplies and develop a nurs-  Tioered and repainted most of the rooms
ery. I is said she once worked out all §o'ihe main building. When the Gpeming
day io 8 dreachs _;ﬂ&_m:.“.__Mday arrived all was ready. :
wees delayed 1o wansit, feacingtheY . This manual labor was in addition to
_might Jic unless gotten into the ground  her bookkeeping, correspondence, em-
a3 soon a3 possible. ployment of teachers, laying in of sup-

Scarcely was the permanent building
occupied before it became apparent that
more room would soon be needed. Two
wings were planned, one to the south,
soon 10 be added, the other an ell to be
artached to the northeast corner of the
first structare, and baile later.

In 1857, in the midst of the second
building project, a finandal panic struck
the country. Busine®¥ and industry were
paralyzed with fear and distrust. Work-
men, uncertain of their pay, laid down
their tools. With only the masonry and
carpentry about completed, the work of
building came t a standstill. Yet rooms

in the new wing had been engaged for

the fall term and the opening date was
near at hand, Undaunted, Miss Wood did
the work of two men, helped handle

bnck, laid Soors, bought glass, paint and
paper at wholesale, i
painted the building 1nside and the trim,

plies of food and fuel, installing of
furnishings in the new wing, sup=rvising
the work of others and oversight over
grounds and gardens. %
Her clock struck twelve when in 187
bids for the construction of the second
or east wing were 5o much in excess
of the school's ability to pay, while the
need for expansion was so urgent, that

Mrs. Shimer turned architect and build- |

in ndent, had stone quarried,
timber cut, lumber sawed and brick
made from land she owned or purchased,
with machinery she bought and by men
she employed. She supervised the details
of construction, heating, ventilating,
plumbing, and lighting, and completed
the building at a cost much less than the

fowest bid. One must exclaim, "What a |

woman!”™

As one contemplates the prodigious
labors and shrewd management that

el
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WILLIAM PARKER McKEE, DEAN
AND PRESIDENT, 1897-1930.

crowned with success the career of Mrs.
Shimer one is reminded of the saying,
“Never undercstimate the power of a
woman.” Her ingenuity and recourceful-
ness seemed oqual o every emergency.

Every obstacle was a challenge, every of the

crisis an opportunity that called out her
reserves.

la December, 1857, Frances A. Wood
bad married Henry Shimer, a naturalis,
whom she had come to know in Mz,
Carroll's church circles
active leader. young, back in Penn-

sylvania, he had learned the trade of a sic de
Jone masoay-had then taught  school, Ophelia

and came west through the influence of
his home-town pastor who had gone out
to Mouat Carroll as the Baptist minister.
_Henry Shimer hel to ct
the original Seminary building. A few
years later he graduated from the Chi-
cago Medical College and took an M.A.
degree from Chicago University, He
afterward spent rwo winters attending
the College of Physicians and Surgeons
at Bellevue Hospiral Medical School in
New York and amended Bellevue Hos.
piuJ_Chm'cs: lazer speat one winter
studying at the University of Pennsyl-

0

vania_and Jefferson College Medical

School in Philadelphia. He became 2

learned scientist and expert taxidermist,
many of his specimen and collections go-
ing to the Smithsonian Institution and
to the Chicago and St. Louis Academies
of Science. Hence he was a real acquisi-
ton to the faculty of the Seminary, and
also served as rgsident physician with a
wide country practice.

During the dark days of the Civil
War most of the young men students
joined the army — the young recruits

- drilling on a vacant square across the

street from the school. The young ladies,
no less patriotic, made uniforms for their
soldier school-mates, as well as beauti-
ful flags for the companies that went
from Mount Carroll.

By 1866 crowded conditions caused
the-elifination of
The next year the. school housed 100
boarders and many day pupils. i

After being connected with the school
eighteen years as educational director,
Miss Gregory withdrew, Mrs. Shimer

rchasing her i i s y
thereafter, Miss Gregory became the wife
1 Lnneapolis.
For Mrs. Shimer the loss of Miss Gregory
was a heavy blow, as her daily help and
sympathetic counsel had become almost
indispensable, Left to carry the load
alone, this scemed to Mrs. Shimer o be

where he was an  her darkese hour.

In the f : Inu-
was opened by Miss M.
Mason, who was designated its
principal. It came to be well and favor-
ably known as the Mount Carroll Cop-
servatory of Music, The Yocal Music
Department was presided over by Miss
Isabelle Dearborn who came out from
Lyan, Massachusetts in 1869. She pos-
sessed 2 voice of €Xquisite purity, rare
sweetness and  flexibility; had  been
trained by celebrated teachers and proved
to be a very competent instructor and
wonderful friend to those under her
direction. Her gracious poise, beautiful
character, fine judgment and quiet charm,
added to her superior musical gifts, made

T,
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philosophy, he was also well acquaint-
with the grear literature of all time.
speaker, he was much in de-
lecrurer on Dante, Shake-
Emerson, Browning, and other
Hmuynopiu,vhilehis?onrdnofjuly
oration has gone down as a great moment
Carroll history. His library
300 volumnes was left as a legacy
- Academy. Ac Mrs. Hazzen's death
she left $2,000 to the school to keep in
repair and to augment the Hazzen i
brary. ‘
In 1872 Miss Adelia C. Joy, a native
of Kennebunk, Maine, was invited to

SRS
§'M

keen-minded, utterly
loyal and capable associate, whose execy-
tve ability and ireless devotion to the
school well nigh marched he
Joy is remembered for developing 2
broader policy of modern education ar
the Seminary,

« ularly Founder's Day.

Wt Jospa a0,

Exta-curriculac activities of Seminary
tennis, picnics,
groups, literary

girls included croquer,
skating parties, singing A
societies, and special u]ebrniom,plm

‘Iheﬁmliteuq:ocicty.thel.yccum.

Ju@‘ve-in;' 1856, presented pubﬁc pro-

and later ithe Neosophic Club played an
important part in the life of the student
body. Some of the boys, who later be-
Came state legislators and members of

Congress, learned their parliamentary

law in these societies.

In 1859 appeared "The Seminary
Bell,” a monthly news sheet, w con-
tnued up to the Civil War, In 1868,
when girls only were in artend: :

.was formed and continued
successiully to the close of Mrs. Shimer's
regime. Oread members soon branched
out into the journalistic field, editing and

WILCOX, PRES-
1330-1935,

FLOYD CLEVELAND
IDENT,
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DK BENRY & METCALY, TRUSTREN,
(L ST TTY

ha 0 by o [ eend
Board appealed w by
0o ofion 1 resolve
'_!fiqnh i'l-_l};\__n_.:l_lr.\1_m_d of

by mail, or the
lhl‘_]idj 10 distress
her dilficuluies.
hee, yet_livde
Airrewniny 1ven i

e -F:ﬁn;ﬂ:r- Cardner was svnewhat in
TApefienced w40 executive, unable w
Vpeak wish suthoniy, and hampored in
arrying owt hee duties, it is 0o wonder
Oabdence in e whoo! and faith i s
Toture ek s6 3 2l T o
'ul:a-:;; fell o Alanmne;lp How wo get
e ool back oo b wound basis and
0 resiore pubilic conidence in ity ey

Celicace and stabulity was the Paramount
peobiem
S wheo Lia M. Gardneg bowed her.

self out of o difficuly, if no irup;aulhlr.
WISAOn in Apeil, 1897, s Harper
evommendod hyy estcemed friend, Wil.
bam Parier McKee, as his choice for
2 new dun:-ng hesd of che school, o
be clothed wih, suthority 0 fung Lon on
the ground in his owp ngnt, not by re-
e concral from {'.l'm:ngu M. MiKn',
' Suctenafyl

d wudied Hebrew under D¢ Ha,rprr af
!-I.,-.,;m Park I'I'*.-mhu,;n.ai S-rr.*unar} and

; had once toured Europe wgether.
'm(,:;m sipulation made with Dy Harper
by M. Shimee had been that the school,
dithough closely connected educatio
with the Universiey plmqls?‘g shoy
be eatirely independent _di-ﬂnglﬁ:n,
MANAZEment, Harper believed that

was just the man o exercise

Me. McKee - -
this independenice in Mmansgement. MHis
Opition ul:nqd Erest weight, the Board
agroed, and Me. McKee was elected and
sepied the appointment

Miss Harrier G, Mlaine, & capable fac.
ulty member, temporarily asumed the
Principals duties unil the close of ghe
school yeur, continuing 10 serve as Lady
Priocipal until 1902,
giveo the University drle
of Dean, assumed his new  responsibiii.
ties in Augusi, 1897, Coming 10 Mount
Carroll a widower, who had lost his wife
some years Belore, he was accompanied
by his mother, Mrs. Hactie Parker M.
Kee, and his hinde 300, Harper, named
for De. Harper. His mother, & robuge,
wrong-minded woman  wich

WAl & strong character, fesembling one
n David Copperfield Called the “old
soldier.” She had been o
sreagth w her '
had pussed on 10 him many of
trais,

Whea the new Dean ook office the

outiook way nuythiﬂg but tﬂ{nuuging“-
M&*mg* with run-dowg ﬁm‘ﬁmf
Antigquag 0
h\llh‘ll[l ' l,lhij]ﬂ ﬂmm: fo E!E m[[ﬂ!!
E__ﬁ;_ oly a few st showed up i
S-c'p:r'MI Went oy

Of the hands of Moy, Shimer, considered
by many a kind of miracle-woman, there
were some who looked upon th

from a SX-year Scmipary Sucnculum o
A _touryear pre RLIRMOLY cOurse as g de.
adedly backward step. With the “sehool
Yindnces in g precanious
Kee was '

her strong

g

0 him buoyed him Up. Forthwith, the
affairs of the Academy took aq Upturn;

- e e



the school. began to emerge from the
uncertainties of the transition period.
Deaa McKee's faith, demon-
strated by hig works, faith in the school
and its future was restored, the tide of
public opinion turned, studenes and dol-
lars began flowing into the Academy and
the crisis was_passed.
At this tme the youngest and most
attractive member of the faculty was
iss Florence Turney, s graduate of the
Seminiary, who had been retained as an
instructor. She was a young woman of
fine  sensibilities, sympathetic insight,
highest integrity, and unswerving loyal.

ty. A_rogance bloomed quiet] between

hese two superior people. His marriage
Jto\ifiﬁumq proved © be a fortuitous
turn of fate for the Dean both personal.
Iy and carcer-wise. His wife was a pre-
cious link with the school’s past, cherish-
ing its ideals and traditions, beloved by
its alumni and trusted by its Mount Cag-
roll supporters. Throughout the thirty-
three years of his headship, she was an
invaluable help.meet, helping to shape
his school policies and to improve his
public relations.

Dean McKee was primarily a builder,
— not only a builder of buildings —
though all rwelve Georgian colonial
Structures ranged around the campus
quadrangle were erected through his in-
itiative and resourcefulness, He was also
-Jiﬂ*ﬂdﬂﬂiieé!b.iubf__?_a@?lung
possibilities. He organized a comprehen.
sive, well-coordinated curriculum of aca.
demic studies, supplemented by strong
departments of muys;c and art, courses in
domestic science, plus a well-rounded
program of physical education, includ.
‘08 outdoor sports, tennis,
golf, all of which Provided superior op-
Portunities for cultivating the
pPowers of a young woman,
ed himself with a capable,
shared his hopes and dreams and

. PRESI-
OF CHI-
SHIMER,

#

WILLIAM RAINEY HARPER

DENT OF THE UNIVERSITY

CAGO AND TRUSTEE op
l!“']!u-

talks  and Sunday evening
thoughts.
Knowing that his

vesper

projected building
program called for a large amount of
money, he first bor ittle in 1899
$O a5 to start tc?rinm—‘j&'.\d;wﬁmhc-okim
wing, antiquated, d; aprdated and wholly
inadequate for dormitory purposes with
its little stoves, lamps, candles and a7~
sence of plumbing. Then, making use of
moncy-raising techniques, he secured the
needed funds from friends of the schoo]
who responded liberally. The obsolete
south wing was replaced by the new
which provided an auditor-
ium seating 400, three recitation rooms,
twenty dormitory rooms and a modern

Bymnasium,
In 19 Dean stare g
$100.000 endowment. Again the school's

friends responded. Dearbo
for Isabelje Dearbo

rn Hall, named
n Hazzen, was bujl;
department, In 1905
Hathaway Hall, a pew dormitory, was
dedicated to the emory of Mrs. Mary
L. Hathaway Corbett ('69), 4 sister of
Mrs. Hattie N LaPelley, a former trys.
tee, who gave liberally toward the erec-
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new

Pool, rwelich building of the

ing fiuhnu,d;o, for
of Drama and peech.

The capstone
achievements was

1

the Juni

il
i

was a boop 2!
Il coli , and, ‘
o fud c;o :gr: ?:::?:r college work Repair Fund, $2,000 from Dr, W, Lichty

credited for honoring the memory of his wife, Mary
coliegesand E Webb Lichty ('71); the $2,500 D.

niversiti ot of Shimer N. Greeley Endowmeny Fund; the His.
graduates mm:mtmm og E:EE ““som Annuity Fund, given by Dr. Met.
er_learning, 2 : calf, a!umnus and I_’resfd'c:::t ‘ of l:hcl

res, costing

of Dean

his fnrwud-!oo&ing

f alums, Mr. ¢

i = am L3 L] I - -
WWJ‘LL. roll Coun ctizens and well-wishers in
T&mwﬁml orbon_the istant plzcs who gave liberally a¢ they
M"‘Mf T oy Sh:::;:n: e could afford to further the work of re.
one o r"&%

$85,000, provid-  the
Depa thereafrer, occurred | J
“Id':ue buiﬁ?:; stration of love for and loyalty to the

group on the green

If H'r".l

o8 . | ."_", v ¥
Beiinch WTETE tstandi llnmni...fplrﬁcull.rl[ in ﬂ‘ltj'ul:i just
L ~ Sawyer e h; m‘;&?ymﬁ following the dgvaauung_ fire, which, at Y
ium and Swimming  but later proved to be a b SRy

the time, seemed o major catastrophe,
series of guise, the prick of necessity that urged

school on to greater things. For,
Ehe greatest demon-

McKee's 1 the substantial gifts.of Iarge sums for

graduated  CONStruction,

This plan Gifts of money for scholarships in.

cgiate  Course"

Shimer’s day.

%

fo young people unable to cluded $10,000 from the Hathaway fam.

for those ily plus $1,000 for the Hathaway House

unior  residue of his estate 1o be given ope.

m ‘ - - .

1l ad P tory School.” To old  half for laboratory equipment an:d one-
‘foh: n:s :his ::emr:d f:'Ee 8 revival balf 1o be ysad for the school’s best
of the “Coll of Mrs. fnteresr_a.s the Trustees should decide;

y Lecture.

irement standards

Lfully met the re. ship Fund, 8ven by Mr. and Mys. Jesse
- L. Rosenberger ' Memory of Mrs, Res.
ui of orth Cen 8¢
me{:rgﬂk mother who “had attended
S Schools and by 1937 asion ¢

Is and by 1927 th
250 students in attendance and 22 teach-

ton of Colleges a

ers on the fa.culry.

In 1929 Frances §

ere were  Mount Carrol] Seminary,

himer was cne of Bolf course in What once was the school’s

357 institutions which co-operated in a Orchard; Mrs, § J. Campbel] gave the

study of revision of s

accreditation of colleges being

unto, but 1o Minister "

motto wWais

of Col. the efforts o I0structors, studencs and
friends of the Music Department a
Academy Steinway Grand wgs Purchased for ¢he

0, "Non ministrari -Aassembly hall: scores of alums donated

Not to be ministered ¢ the fund for €quipping Metcalf Chape]

" The spiri¢ of that  wigh Opera chairs, and Presented an ;)

cxemplified by the Painting of Dean McKee, which now
M :
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Proscataon ﬁ{;?ﬁ&mmhs—
cant, cotitled, “Frances Shimer's Gift o
Edecation” This was an open air el
ﬁum:ﬁthmam;atmmmctmt
wme in 1928, particpared in by 150
mmmdmnfoﬂ:.mn?w*
Tayiag their own grand-parencs.
Mgmmtb«cwmhiq
Fmﬁtth;yQ&cn,tMtioaﬂ
eveat stuged on the lawn inst & sylvan
mmdnn;suw on a
mﬁ:pefocmsng:nuum:mphj-
heater. These dramaric presentations
wnpnoubyradmurinmmposed
: wiote the lines. arraoged the
: and made the oior-

emph of crestive, arrissic talene,

During fall and winger, entertaining
;ﬂ:y:mmgeébyﬁmeCu:uéﬂ
Deamatic Club. Then there was the Di.
versoa Club, chae drraaged delighcfully

s © help maincyin

Interest in the
school and make

Some belpful con-

and imsofimumtbouxtlnm'!h*
culrural life ‘at Shimer was elevared by
Nox oaly were outside speakers and art-

t the Dean

v ""’“"’E._,,&' s Rily Evening o o

himself 2 "Riley Eveni

ings from Hoosier Poet thy: was so
crjoyed it Decame an anoual af-—

“much eajored T R

s -
" November 29, 1929, Dean McKee,

fair.

ot ia the best of bealth, tendered his
resignation. May 19, 1930, Floyd
thehﬂtf Wilcox was elecred president
0 succeed him, and Mr. McKee was
given the ttle of President Emeritus. On
June 10 2 Testimoni Luncheon, hon-
oring Dean and Mrs. McKee was given
by the Board of Trustees as 3 farewell
gssture of appreciation for the Deac
who “did not build the instirution around
himself, bue built himself jnto the ia.
stitution.” Three years  later death
claimed this man of quiet

breadeh of vision, Srmoess of decision,
tenacity of purpose, great tolerance, and
the strengeh of conviction of his Scottish
forebears. His grearest coatribution to
Frances Shimer Academy was the un-
conscious influence of his cultured per-
sonality. _

Dr. Wilcox came to the presidency
of Fraoces Shimer following thirteen
years' experience in Chinz as teacher and
pracipal of a privace school, and as in-
structor and dean at Shanghai College.
He was a graduare of Kalamazoo Colle
and Union Theological Seminary, re-
cerved his master’s from Columbia and
had worked on his doctorate in Education
at Saanford, sp:tializin,g in the field of
Junior College education He had 2
genial, Likeable personality and during
his five years gae Shimer gave 2 good

for four-year junior coliege course
(grm_gi 14_}. In 1932 Bera
—-h‘—*'—‘—‘—h-\\”
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Sigma Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa,
Junior College Scholastic Honorary, was
installed at Frances Shimer. And during
his term of office Dr. Wilcox brought
about the evaluation of the music and

mmu.rmmgivethemmndinsinthe.

educational world. He also introduced a
wodern. system-of grading, making use
of educational tests and measurements.
In 1935 Dr. Wilcox retired to return
to Stanford to complete his doctor's
thesis and receive the degree of Rh.D.
Miss A, Hostetter, an al who
was then 3 member of the faculy and
flled the post of registrar, was asked
to serve as Acu i uring the
interim while the Board was seeking a
successor to Dr. Wilcox. Miss Hosterter
was a Iverst i-
had later done graduate work there,
at the Sorbonne in Paris and at Colum.
bia, and had travelled extensively in
Europe. She had served her apprentice-
ship as 2 teacher at Central College,
Pella, lowa, Annie Wright Scmimry,
Tacoma, Washington, and Christian Col-
lege. Columbia, Missouri, before joining
the faculty at Frances Shimer.
Miss Hostetter's life has been linked

. T

¥ Shimier and the Hazzens, who were fre-
 quent guests in the Hostetter home at
~school age she entered Frances Shimer
~as a day pupil, graduating later with

T I»." R
‘: 8 jc _' :;,L_‘.:‘.‘".Z: he g ©

As a child Beth

Grouseland Farm. On reaching high

highest honors and so winning a scholar-

~ship at the University of Chicago. Dur-
- ing ber many years of faithful service

at Shimer as an instructor in the Hu-
manities, Acting Dean, Dean of Stu-
dents, Registrar, Acting President and
sponsor of alumni activities, she has
gone quietly and calmly on her way,
carrying her responsibilities with mod-
esty and efficiency, and with a scrupulous
attention to detail, realizing the truth of
Michael Angelo’s maxim, "Trifles make
up perfection, but perfection is no trifle.’~
She has been the custodian of the school'’s
traditions, the one who does her utmost
to locate and keep in rtouch with the
school’s alumni, inspiring them to unite
their efforts in behalf of their Alma
Mater, and she has been the punctilious
keeper of records, both scholastic and
historical.

Toward the close of her year as Act-
ing President the Board felt they had
located the right-man to succeed Presi.
dent Wilcox, ected Dr. Raymond
B. Culver, Ph.D,, to the position. He had
for some years been connected with the
Student Christian Movement and later
taught at Linfield College, McMinaville,
Oregon, where he had received two of
his degrees. He also had received four
degrees from Yale.

__'-"—‘---..____________.__19-—-




During’ his sccond year the National
Alumni Assocaton was organized and
made the raising of a Centennial Fund
their first objective. This same year
the "Frances Shimer Half Hour” went
on the air weekly over WROK, Rock-
ford.

While carrying on the work that cus-
romarily devolves upon a college presi-
dent, in the second year of his admin-
weranion Dr. Culver developed a serious
illness that forced him to withdraw from
all his duties and go away for a rest.
His symproms becoming increasingl
alarming, he was advised by his physi-
asn w© resign, which bhe did toward the
close of 1937,

At this juncrure Miss Hostetter was
again calied upon w come and hold the

10 a8 Acting President. The torch of
icarming ac Frances Shimer never so
much as flickered as it passed from hand
©w bancd during these “inter regoums’
when Miss Hosetter took over.

During 1938 the McKee Hall dining
room was reconditioned and refurnished,
through the gift of Mr. W. E. Goodman,

NORTH CAMPUS ABOUT 1850,

trustee, and his wife, Adeline Howkin-
son Goodman, a former member of the
Shimer music faculty. That year, for the
first time, .a complete College Sopho-
more Testing program was instituted.

Miss Hostetter, now retired from her
faculty post, retains only her alumni
duties and the editorship of the Alumai
News. Nevertheless, her close connection
with Shimer College continues, for she
now holds a new position of trust and
honor, serving as secretary of the Board
of Trustees, a fiting finale 1 her many
years of usefulness ar the school.

Toward the close of the 1939 school
year the Board appointed to the Presi-
deacy, Dz Albin C Bro, who came from _
he Viseal Education Divisi the
Univegsity of Chicago Press. He too
ﬁhmmn im-
mersed in his new duties.

Dr. Bro received his A.B. from North-
land College, Wisconsin, where he re-
tarned as a teacher ten years later, mean-
while having studied at the College of
Missions, Butler College, and the Uni-
versity of Chicago, and having served as

—20 —
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Principal of a missi
Anhwei Province, China.

| ar Hofei,

Uander- his leadership Shimer contin-
ved to prosper. Hathaway Hall was re-
novated in 1939 and the lounge re-
furnished through the generosity of Miss
Zella Corbett, an alumna and later trus-
tee; the College became a beneficiary
of Mrs. Winona B. Sawyer's will: in
1940 the Carnegic Foundation made a
grant of 600 notable musical composi-
uons, the set valued at over $1,000: and
that summer the school held its first
summer session—a  six-weeks Summer
Workshop in drama, art, creative writ-
ing, secrewarial studies and crafes. In
1941 the Carnegie Foundation allotted
a Carnegie Art set to the College which
included 130 volumes on art and 900
classified reproductions. The fall of 1941
marked the opening of Georgian Colo-
mal Glengarry Farm Stables for the
glasses in eguitation that had been ac-
commodated -previously at the Colehour
Stables. Made available through the gen-
crosity of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel James
Campbell, these were the fines: facilities

for riding in this region, and equitation
became a regular part jof the school's
physical education program. A summer
theater again offered five plays in a six
weeks' period and instruction in music
and art. i

Dr. Bro promoted 2 cooperative stu-
dent-faculty government for Frances
Shimer. After Pearl Harbor the school
promptly organized for Civilian Defense,
each dormitory a unit; girls enrolled for
Red Cross work, First Aid and Home
Mechanics, Nutrition classes and an Am-
bulance Unit. In these days Shimer girls
were chaperoned to US.O. dances at
the Ordnance Training School in Savan-
na and the Medical Training School in
Clinton, Iowa. Service men were also
invited to dances in the Shimer gym.
Many alums joined the WAVES, WACS,
SPARS or Women Marines.

Dr. Bro sponsored the Internati

"Dad’s Day” on_the campus. That year

foreign students were welcomed to the

campus and have shared life at Shimer
ever since. The Y.W.C.A. that had flour-

s






