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Thinking about RTL exposes issues
related to other language behavior

Solving these technical issues
makes Wikipedia better



Imagine a world in which every single human
being can freely share in the sum of all
knowledge. That's our commitment.



Why is it hard?



Script direction affects
more than just writing and reading



Script direction affects
more than just writing and reading

Where your eyes go on the screen

Where you expect to see elements on the screen

How you define "before" and "after"
And "start" and "end"

Your expectation from typing and interacting with
the content
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RTL users expect bad behavior ThIS 1S how
the Web works

By dealing with these questions \WWe often
set the standard

Language issues expose other \We make our
Interaction issues product better

We gain more participation from VW€ follow our
all over the world mission



Supporting Right to Left is challenging



Supporting Right to Left is challenging
brain twisting



Supporting Right to Left is challenging
brain twisting
occasionally frustrating



Supporting Right to Left is challenging
brain twisting
occasionally frustrating

Important



Supporting Right to Left is challenging
brain twisting
occasionally frustrating

Important
satisfying



Supporting Right to Left is challenging
brain twisting
occasionally frustrating

Important
satisfying




Supporting Right to Left is challenging
brain twisting
cccasicnany frustrating

Important
satisfying







?snoitseuQ
D:

Questions?
D



Resources

e List of Wikipedias:
* Right to left Wikipedias:

» Arabic alphabet
* Cyrillic alphabet

» Explosion photo #1 (United States Navy, ID 020712-N-5471P-010,
Public Domain),

» Explosion photo (Jon Sullivan, Public Domain)

« Keyboard picture (Public domain)

e Rainbow picture, El Granada (CC-by-SA 3.0, Vadim Manuylov)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right-to-left#RTL_Wikipedia_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrillic_alphabets
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Navy_020712-N-5471P-010_EOD_teams_detonate_expired_ordnance_in_the_Kuwaiti_desert.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Navy_020712-N-5471P-010_EOD_teams_detonate_expired_ordnance_in_the_Kuwaiti_desert.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Navy_020712-N-5471P-010_EOD_teams_detonate_expired_ordnance_in_the_Kuwaiti_desert.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Explosions.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Computer_keyboard_US.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Computer_keyboard_US.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:El_Granada_-_panoramio.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:El_Granada_-_panoramio.jpg
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