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574%. Monerx History, as distinquished from Ax-

ciext, commences wilh the fall of the Roman Empire,
a.0.- 476. This event chiefly affected the European
nations; but, for convenience, is made the peoint ol
division for the history of the world in general.
575. We no longer trace one great empire after
another,-——as the Assyrian, Persian, Grecian, and Ro-
man. On the dissolution ol the last ol these, nume-
rons kingdoms arose, separate, and independent; influ-
encing cach other in their political relations; but none
ol them ol such extent as to combine the rest under
its supremacy.

576. Modern History, as conneeled with Ancient, is
but the econtinuation ol the same general narrative.
There is a transition. bul no interval, separaling (he
ancients from the moderns, as though they were heings
ol a different race. The facts of Ancient History must
therefore be borne in mind, in order to a proper com-
prehension of those which belong to later times.

577. A devout recognilion ol the overruling Pro-
vidence of God is necessary lo a proper apprehension
ol these erand divisions of human history, and of the-
ir relation Lo each other. Under all varielies of sub-
ordinate agency, we are thus enabled Lo recognize
the same Supreme control throughout; and, by the aid
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of Scripture, fo perceive the tendency of all events
to one final and benegficent purpose,

5378. The historv of the world, from the fall of

the Roman Empire to the present time, though deser-
ibed by The general term. “ Modern History,” is pro-
perly divided into two parts:—1I. The History of the-
Muddie Ages; 1I. Modern History. h

279. The MinoLe Aces comprehend the space of
a  Thousand years—Ifrom the f[all of the Roman Em-
]'nii'{-' in the i"f'fr'h r{'lillll'}’, to the revival of lf*al'ning
al the end of the Fifreenth century. This period is so-
metimes deseribed, according to its character, by the
term, * The Dark Ages.” From the elose of the Fif-
teenth century, a gradual improvement ensued. Mope-
Ry Hisvory, in its proper acceptation. applies only to
the last dowr hundred years.

CHAPTER L

FROM THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE TO

THE END OF THE SIXTH CENTURY.

580. The two grand divisions of the Roman Empire,
as Eastern, and Western, varied, in some measure, Irom
time o time; but, in general, may be thus distingui-
shed :

The Western empire included Naly, Hyria (now Al-
bania, & ¢.). Spain, Gaul, Britain, and parl of the North
ol Alrica.

The Eastern empire comprehended Asia Minor, Thrace
(now Ruimlia), Dacia (now Servia and Moldavia), Macedo-
nia, Syria, and Lgypt.

581, The general designation of Barbarians, which
is applied to the invaders of the Empire, includes many
nalions,—some [rom the North of Europe, of Cellie, or
Scandinavian orvigin—others, who had emigrated from
the neighbourhood of the Black Sea, known by the name
of Goths. These, hecoming the most numerous and power-
ful, are referred to, as ecomprehending the various
tribes who subverted the Weslern empire,

582. The manners and institntions of the Gothic
nations were those of an uncivilized and warlike Peo-
ple, and their incursions were marked by rapine and
cruelly. Bul they superseded a feeble and despolic go-




vernment; and, ultimately, were the means of iﬁtrnﬂu-
cing a change of laws and manners, more [avourable
tdan those of the ancient nations to the liberty and hap-
piness of mankind. ;

085. On the dissolution of the Western empire, after
many sanguwinary wars, Iravy was ably govrened from
A.D. 395 o A.p. 526, by Theodorie, a Gothic prince, The
Loubards 1ook possession ol the country, a.n.568. At the
commencement ol the Sixth century, GAUL was occupied
by the franfks, under-Ciovis, whence originaled the mo-
dern Kingdom of fronee. Seaix al Lhe same period, was
a Gollhie Kingdom, Briraiy, on the retirement of the

Romans, was gradually reduced under the dominion of
the Sa@ous.

s oy W

o84. The Eastern empire continued (o exist for Ten
cenluries atler the extinetion of that of theWest,—hul, in
a state ol extreme decay. It is designated the Byzantine
empive,—lrom Byzanlium, the ancient nanie of its capilal,
allerwards Constantinople.

285. The reign of the emperor Justinian, a.n. 527, was
distinguished by the achievements of his aeneral, beli-
sarius ;- who recovered part of Italy from the Goths, and
the North coast of Africa [vom the Vandals; but was
(reated with ingratitude hy the Emperor.

586. Justin 11. succeeded Justinian. His general, Nar-
ges, was Lhe rival ol Beilsarius; and was equally renown-
ed. The Persians, under their kings, Cabades and Chos-
roes, matnlained continnal war with the Eastern em-
pire during the Sixth cenlury.

Tir State oF CHRISTIANITY, FROM THE FALL OF THE RoMAN
K UPIRE TO THE END OF THE Sixtd CENTURY.

587. Christianity had been introduced to all the co-
untries under the Roman power; and the Barbarous tri-
hes, as Lhey took possession of the several provinces, gra-
ually adopted the religion which prevailed there. This,
in greal measure, resulted from the fact, that Chris-
tianity was, al thal period, so corrupted as lo admit
of the retention of many ol their idolatrous customs.
(See Sec. 569, 571.)

588. A prevailing error of the age was that of
the Arians, (lrom Avius, a presbyser ol Alexandria, in
the Fourth century) who denied the Seripture doctrine
of the Divine nature of the Son of God. The Goths,
and other tribes ol Barbarians, during the Filth cen-
tury, in their ignorance, embraced this opinion.

589. Clovis, king of the Franks, (sce See. 383), a
man of perfidious and cruel character, married Clotilda,
a Christian princess, and embraced the profession of
her religion. A.n. 500, The political c¢haracter of such
profession, al that period, is exemplified by the fact
thalt Three thousand of his soldicrs were baptized at the
same time: and, thal a sunccession of sanguinary wars
ensued, on the plea of zeal for the orthedox faith.

590. The ignorance and superstitition of the Go-
thie nations favoured the claims of the Priesthood: and,
as the eflicacy of gilts, for the expiation of ollences,
was a principle generally admitled in the dark ages,




liberal donations of land, and other property, augmen-
ted their power and influence. The assumptions of the
Bishop of Rome, as the anthorized successor of the
Apostle Peter, were admitted, with blind credulity ; and
this was repaid by the religioug sanction given Lo pur-
poses of frand or ambilion.

591. The precepts of Christianity, even at the pe-
riod of its grossest corruption, conlinued to exert some
influence on sociely. The cruelty and licentiousness of
the Barbarians were, in some measure, restrained by
religious discipline ; the little knowledge which rema-
ined, amidst the general ignorance, was preserved among
the clergy : their influence mitigaled the oppressive
slavery which then prevailed ; and Lhe extreme poverty
of the lower orders was relieved by almsgiving.

CHAPTER II..
FROM A.D. 600 TO A.D. 800.

592. During these Lwo centuries, the advance of
civilization was checked by a stern military govern-
ment s oignorance prevailed ; sociely was disorganized ;
and Europe was desolated by continual wars.

592. The Lombards ook possession of the North of
ItaLy,—whence, its present designation of Lombardy.
HBavenna, and part of the Eastern coast, belonged to the

Byzantine empire, under the name of E@archales; and
Rome was under the dominion of its Bishop, who now
exercised the supreme ecclesiastical power, as rorg.

594. France was governed by the descendants of
Clovis (see Sec. 383), called the Merovingian dynasty.
On the death of Dagobert 3rd, a.n. 643, the kingdom
was, for some years, divided into Iwo parts, Ausirasa
and Neugtria. The feebleness of successive monarehs per-
mitted their officers, called « Mayors ol the Palace,” to
usurp the government. Such was the conduct of Pe-
pin Heristel, a,p. 690, who transmitted his power to his
son Charles Martel, a.p. 715, He is celebratled as having
defealed the Saracens who invaded France. (See Sec.
599, Nole.)

395. Pepin le Bref, son of Charles Martel, under the
sanction of pope Zachary, assumed the title, as well as
the power of king: and, with him originated (he second
dynasty, called Carlovingian, a.n. 751.

596. Pepin was suceeeded by his son Charles, called,

from the extent of his conquests, “ Charlemayne;” or,
Charles the Great. His territories included the greater
part of the Weslern Roman Empire; and he assumed
the title of Emperor of the Romans, a.p. 800.

597. In Seaiy, the Gothic kingdom had declined ; the
throne was usurped by Roderie, a.p. 708; in opposition
to whom, Count Julian, Governar of Andalusia, invited the
Arabs or Moors, to invade the kingdom.

598. The battle of Xeres, in which the Moors were
victorious, A.p. 711, brought all Spain in subjection to




them, except the mountainous province of Asturias. Their
power was maintained during Lwo centuries. Cordova was
their capital; and the arts and sciences were cultivated
there, more than in any other European kingdom of that
period.

599. The Moors attempted to extend their conquests
in Kurope, and advanced into France, but were repul-
sed by Charles Martel in the battle of Tours, a.n. 732 (see
Sec. 394).

Martel, ““The Hammer,” wag a suimame derived from this exploit ;.
the result of which masterially affected the general state of

FEurope. Had the ~aracens been victorious, their power mighg

have been as firmly established in France as it was in Spain ;

and wmight, thence, have extended to Germany and even to
Britain.

400. Britars, on the decline of the Roman power,
was invaded by three German trihes, the Jutes, Sazons,
and Angles; who gradually subdued the country, and:
established the Heptarchy, or seven kingdoms, of Kent,
Sussex, Essex, Wessex, Northnmberland, East Anglia,.
and Mereia. The Britous took refuge in Wales, and.
Cornwall: and the northern part of the Island was occu--
pied by the Scots and Piets.

401, The manners, laws, and customs of the Euro-
pean nations were gradually assimilated to those which
had prevailed among their Gothie conqueros. Hence arose
the mode of government designated the Feudal sysiem.

402. It was customary, among barbarous nations,
to recompense the perils ol war by a distribution of the
spoil, As the power of the chief inereased, in the pro-
gress ol conquest,. Lthe territory which he acquired was

divided among his followers, on the condition of military

service. They were hence called his vassals.

405. The vassals, in turn, divided their lands among
their dependents, on similar conditions. Lands thus held
were called fiefs. The hushandmen who tilled the soil,
and who were in a manner part of the properly, were
designaled gerfs.

The serfs or wvilleing were vegarded as belonging to the estate, were
incapable of acquiring property, and, under any injury, were without
redress. The eleigy used their influence for the amelivration of such
glavory, and ‘he progress of events tended to its ultimate abolition ;

but, for several cen: uries, the feudal system rendered the condition
of the lower orders in i'nglaud very miserable.

Tue Eastery or  Byzaytose Exrire.

404. Jiaurice, the Eastern Emperor, was dethroned
and murdered by hocas, one of his officers, a.p. 602. The
usurper was a crael Lyrant, and was defeated, and pul to
death, by Heracliug, x.0. 610. The reign of Heraclius was
occupied in war with the Persians, under Chosroes 11.

405. From his time,till the end of the Eighth century,
the Empire deelined, under a succession of feehle mona-
rehs. The dependeneies in Africa, Syria, and Asia Minor,
were lost ; and the reigns of the Byzantine monarchs are
chiefly distinguished by acts of revenge and cruelty.




Ececresiasmicar History,
FROM A.D. 600 T10 A D. 800.

406. The Greek{or Easlern), and the Latin (or Wes-
tern) churches, were divided, at this period. The Patri-
arch ol Constantinople and the Bishop of Rome had long
been rivals; and successive controversies kept alive their
animosity. So Irivolous a question as that of the time for
keeping Easler, had, al an early period, been agitated
with great warmth ; but in the Eighth century a matter
of more importance brought the disput®to a erisis.

407. The worship of images had become so prevalent,

that the Greek emperor, Leo, the Isaurian, attempted their
forcible removal from the churches. The parties engaged
in the execution of this edicl, were called Teonoclasts or
“ image breakers. ” The Bishop of Rome, Gl'ugnl'y Il.. stre-
nuously supported the idolatrous practice ; and withdrew
his allegiance from Lhe emperor, a.p. 750. /

408. The political power, thus claimed by the Bishop
of Bome, was soon endangered by the Lombards, who
occupied the North of Italy (see See. 395); and Stephen
the Third sought the aid of Pepin, who had usurped the
throne ol France. (See See. 595.) Each agreed to support
the other’s usurpation; the Pope lending the sanction of
religion, and Pepin, in turn, rendering service in war.

£09. The Lombards were defeated ; and their terri-
tory was assigned to the Roman See, This gave rise
o the temporal power of the Popes and afforded faci-

lities for the gradual extension of their spiritual jurisdic-
tion over all the kingdoms ol Europe.

510. Curistiaxity I8 Britary Britain was brought
under the Roman power in the age of the Apostles, and
their immediale successors: and Christianity was inlro-
duced, by the instrumentality of soldiers and cilizens,
who had enjoyed the benefit ef their instractions,

411. Corruptions of faith and practice were less
prevalent in the early British Churches than in those of
the continenl ; and several eminent missionaries, as Scolus
or Patrick, a.p. 450, and Columba, A.p, K65, were zea-
lous in the dissemination of the Gospel. The Saxon
invasions compelled the British Christians to Yales and
Scolland ; but their religions principles were maintained,
in opposition Lo the corruptions ol the lime; and, especi-
ally, to that of the Papal supremacy,

412 The Saxons, who had eslahblished themselves in
Britain, were idolaters. Pope Gregory, A.n. 597, sent
Austin, with a company ol monks, to allempt their con-
version, The several kingdoms of the Heplarchy (see See.
400.) were gradually induced to adopt the form ol Chris-
tianity which was then prevalent; and wheh allowed
many of their heathen customs Lo he retained. England,
under the Papacy, was Lhus invelved in moral darkness
during the ensuing ages,

415. Tue Monsumepay revicioy dates from the
commencement ol the Seventh century. Il arose in Arabia.
among a people whose religion was a compound ol Juda-
ism and ldolatry. Mohammed pretended to a Divine ¢com-




mission ;: bul was at first rejected, and compelled to flee.

This event, designated the “Hegira,” or flight, a.v, 622,

i the era from which all Mohammedan nations reckon

their years.

The Mohammedans allow only 351 days to the year, which involves
an error of more than three years in every century.

414, Mohammed alterwards proceeded to enforee his
religion by the sword. He took the eity of Mecea, and, in
a few yeors, subdued all Arahia, His followers, the Sara®
eeng, in less than a century after his death, extended their
conquests over Persia, Syria, Egypt, the North of Africa,
and Spain, (see See. 598), and becanie masters of the Medi-
lerranean.

£15. The sacred hook of the Mohammedans is ecalled

the Kordn. Its two principal tenets are, the unity of God,
and the prophetic mission of Mohammed. Some of the
most important doctrines of Christianily are denied ; and
practices are inculcaled which are quite at variance
with true religion.

e ——— e

CHAPTER III.

EROM A.D. 800 TO A.D. 1000.

416. Charlemagne, son of Pepin, king of France,
enlarged hts dominions by conquest, till they nearly

equalled the Western Empire of tho Romans in extent.

He was crowned at Rome, by Pope Leo III, with the
title of Emperor of the West, a.n.. 800.

417. The reign of Charlemagne was distinguished
by political ability, by the promotion of commerce and
the patronage of learning ; butl the superstition of that
period engaged him in sanguinary wars, on the plea of
cxtending Christianity among the idolatrous mnations
of Europe.

418. Charlemagne was succeeded in the title of Empe-
ror ol the West, by his son Louis le Debonnaive, or
“ Goodnatured ;” but his extensive empire was again dis-
membered, by the rebellion of the sons of Louis, (Lonis,

Lothaire, and Charles), and by their subsequenl wars

with each olher.

419. France came under the government of Charles,
surnamed the Bald, a.p. 840. A succession of feeble mo-
narchs, among whom were Charles the Fat, Charles the
Simple, and Lowis the Bth, the Slothful, (le Fainiant,)
gave the nobles an opportunity of asserting their inde-
pendence, and controlling the government. On the death of
Louis V, the Carlovingian race of French kings terminated :
and the ecrown was seized by flugh Capet, with whom
commenced the Capetian line,a.n. 987.

420. Geryany had been united with France, under
the government of Charlemagne. The battle of Fontenoy,
between his grandsons, (see Sec. 418) led to the lrealy
of Verdun, a.n. 843, by which France, Germany, and
Italy, were shared hetween the three brothers,—Charles
the Bald obtained Frence, Louie became first king of




the Germans. and Lothaire, with Italy, claimed the title
of Emperor of the West,—but possessed a very limiled
dominion.

421. While the Empire of Charlemagne was thus
reduced. by division, among his successors,—the nobles
of Germany, like those of France, claimed the chief po-
wer; and, in their eontinual wars with each other, redu-
ced the kingdom to a state of barbarism. Germany, at
that time, included Holland and Belgium, with some parls
of France and Italy, in addition to what is comprehended
in mbdern Germany.

422. In an assembly of the nobles, Conrad of Fran-
cona, was elected Emperor, a.p. 911 :—who was sacceed-
ed by Henry the Fowler, Duke of Saxony, a.0. 919. Otho

Lhe Greal, son of Henry, a.p. 936, enjoyed a long and event-
ful reign ; during which, he enlarged ‘his German terri-
tory,—made Denmark tributary,—suhdued Ilaly,—and
exercised his sovereignty in the election of the Pope. He
was succeeded by his son, Otho 11, A.p. 974 : on whose
death, Otho 11 became Emperor, s.0. 983.

425. In Iravy, as in other parts of Europe, during
the reigns of feeble monarchs, the great vassals gradually
asserled their independence. The dukes of Spoleto and
of Friuli were the most powerful; and maintained a
conlest lor the kingdom. Berenger 1l (of Friuli was
deposed by Otho the Great, a.p. 965; and the German
emperors, Irom that time, claimeed dominion in Italy.

424. In Seary, one district, Asturias, under its prince,

Palago, {or Pelagius), had remained unsubdued by the

Saracens, al the close of the 8th century. See Sec. 598).
This was gradually enlarged, by the expulsion of Lhe
Moors, or Saracens, rom Leon and Caslile, A.n. 842 ;—
and, iu course of the ensuing century, Navarre and Ara-
gon also effected their independence. The Moors main-
tained their warlike characler, bul were weakened by
internal divisions.

425, Excrann. The kingdoms of the Saxon Heplar-
chy, alter a succession ol wars during 150 years, were
aradually united, under one governmenl ; and Egbert,
king of the Wesl Saxons, became kiug of all England,
a.n. 827. The mostl distinguished of his successors was
Alfred, who ascended the throne, a.n. 871. He bravely
defended his country against the Danish invaders,—and
greally improved the mode of government. He also favour-
ed commercial enterprise, and promoled the diffusion of
knowledge.

426. During the century which ensued, after the
death of Alfred, Eight Saxon Kings ol his race reigned in
succession ; the most distinguished of whom were Athe-
[stan, a.p. 925, and Edgar, a.n. 959. Ethelred, “ the

Unready.’ ascended the throne, A.n. 978.

427. The Norrumex, or Daxgs. Seandinavia, (now
Denmark, Norway. and Sweden), was inhabited by a har-
dy and adveninrous race, who lived by piracy. Their
incursions, on the coasis ol France and England,were
Irequent, and formidable, durving the Niuth century.

&28. In Irawnce, Rollo, the Norman chiel, compelled
Charles the Simple (see Sec. 419.) Lo yield a considerable




territorv,a.n. 912 which, from thal time, was named Ner--

mandy. In England, the depredations of the Danes were
conlinued, Lthroughout the period of the Saxon government,
They were often defeated, but renewed their attacks, and
aradnally ohtained possession of (he Eastern coasts, At
the close of the Ninth century, they were in a condition
to dispute the succession lo the throne of England.

429. The Eastery, Byzantine, or Greek Empire,.

was still maintained ; but most of the princes in succe-
ssion acquired the throne by usurpation and murder,
and their reigns are chiefly remarkable for perfidy and
cruelly.,

450. The empress Irene, who occupied the throne at
the commencement ol the Ninth century, had obtained it
by the murder of of her own son. Nicephorus, her succe-
ssor, was a eruel lvranl. The Bulgarians crossed the
Danube, and invaded the empire,—and Nicephorus was
killed in battle, a.p. 810.

451. Basil oblained the throne by usurpation and
murder, a.p. 867. His government was vigorous ; and
his family maintained the succession for Two hundred
years, during which time, the limits of the empire were
gradually reduced. by the encroachments of the Saracens.

452. Leo the Sixth, “the philosopher,” A.p. 889.
A race ol advenlurers from Tarlary, named Magyars, oc-
cupied Thwngary, and ravaged greal part of Europe. They
were only indueed by bribes to withdraw from Constan-
Linople.

+35. Constantine X., surnamed Porphyro genitus (a.p.
¢i1), was a palron ofscience. in the reign of Nicephorus
. a.p. 965, the Bussians invaded the empire. They
were deleated by the next emperor, John Zemisces, a.p,
969, PBawl 1L, A.p. 975, subdued the Bulgarians.

434, The Monamymepan rower. The Saracensconti-

nued to extend their conquests, till great part of Asia, and

the whole of the north coast of Africa, were subdued.
The followers of Mohammed adopted the Koran as the ha-
sis of their laws, as well as of their religion; but were di-
vided into different dynasties. under their respective Cal-
ipha.

455. The Ommiades claimed descent from Omar, the
second in succession fron Mohammed, Ao.p. 6534 The Aba-
ssydae. from Abbas, the uncle of Mohammed, supplanted

the Ommiades, A.p. 750, and esta_blished their seat of
empire al Bagdad.

When the Caliph was deposed, his family were murd-
ered, exeept Abderrhaman, who fled into Spain, a.p. 755;
and there his descendants maintained their claim for two

centuries, at Cordova.

456 The Fatimites,or Mohammedans of Alrica, claim-
ed ‘descent from Ali, the cousin, and Fatima, the daugh-
ter, of Mohammed. They founded Algiers, Tunis, and Tri-

poli; and subsequently obtained possession of Egypt; whe-

re they made Cairo their capital, a.p. 969. These divi-
sions weakened the power of the Saracens, notwithstand-




ing the extent of their conquests.

Eccresiasticar History
FROM A.D. 800 10 A.D. 1000.

457 The temporal dominion which the popes had ae-
quired (see Sec, 409), favoured their elaims to spiritual
Supremacy: and forgeries, ol the grossest characier, were
fabricaled, in support of their extravagani prelensions.
Ignorance generally prevailed. Ecclesiastics were emplo-
ved, as the only educated class, in the highest secular
offices; and such influence greatly favouved the advance

of the Papacy.

458. The Patriarch of Constantinople continued to
be a formidable rival of the Bishop ‘of Rome. Photius, an
eminent scholar, was nominated to that office by the Greek
emperor. The Pope claimed the right of appointment, and
a violent dispute ensued, a.p. 865. Nicholas I excommu-
nicated Photins: who, in return, pronounced the same sen-
tence on his rival. The violence of the controversy abat-
ed in the following century, but never enlirely ceased.

459 The wealth derived from the donations of Charl-
emagne, and other princes, had made ecelesiastical offices
abjects of gain and ambition,— and the highest stations
were olten filled by men of the worst character; many
such are found in the list of Twenty-eight Popes, who
occupied the pretended chair of ‘St. Peter, during the
Tenth century.

440. Sometimes two, and even three jlersons, al onee,
wonid claim the title; all of whom manifested, Liv their
vindictive conduet, the absence of every Christian quali-
ty. In these disputes Otho, Emperor ol Germany interfer-
ed, A.p. 965; ke nol only deposed Pope John XII. and
substituted Benediet V..—but asserted (he right of the
Emperors of Germany to nominate to the Popedom.

441. Allempts were made lo revive the doelrine and
practice of the New Testament; hut the prevalence of er-
ror, hoth in the Eastern and Western churches, induced
conlinual opposition. In the East, the Paulicians were
thus made the viclims of unrelenting cruelty. The sur-
vivors emigraled Westward,and their descendants aller-
wards became the victims of Popish persecution, under
the name of Cathari, or Puritans.

442. In the West, a considerable body of Christians,
who had, from the earliest age, retained the simplicity of
the Gospel,—in opposition to the superstitions of the
church of Rome,—dwelt in the valleys of Piedmont; and
were hence called Vaudois or Waldenses, * men of the
valleys.”

445. The only account of these “ witnesses for the
truth,” is conveyed in history by their enemies: who

“charge them with precisely the same crimes, as were

brought against the primitive Christians, by their hea-
then perseculors. But it is remarkable, that.in connection
Wilit such accusations, and the quotations from (heir
wrilings, sufficiently prove that their opinions and prac

1ices were, mainly, those which distinguished the Prole




stant relormation, at a later period.

444, Toe sTaTE of CHRISTIANITY 1IN Britaiy, at this pe-
riod. corresponded with that which prevailed on the con.
timent. The Scriptures were withholden frem the people;
and the grossest fables supplied the place of religious in-
struction. Superstilious ceremonies, manv ol them of pa-
gan origin, were substituted for the ordinances of (he Gos.
pel ; and, such was the prevailing ignorance, as to juslily
a statement ol king Allred, that, at his accession to the
throge, very few south of the Humber, and none south of
the Thames, could understand their prayers in English
or could translate a letter from Latin. ‘ AL,

’ 2 ¥
445. Some of Alfred’s successors are chiefly remar-
kable as the vietims of ecelesiastical tyranny. Dunsian,

a monk of great reputed sanctity, gained great influence
in Lthat eredulous age, by pretended miracles. He was ma-
de Archbishop of Canterbury, a.p. 960: and. during se-
verdl reigns, exercised the chief authority in the State.
Tlu? power ol the clergy, in general, was advanced, by
their being the sole interpreters of the laws.

446. Momaxmepanisu. The title of Caliph was given
to the vicar, or suecessor, of Mohammed. Before the clo-
se ol the Tenth century Ihere were Three rival Calipbs,
—al Cordova, Bagdad, and Caire; (See Secs. 455, 456,)
and the contests between their respective followers
were [requent.

447. Some of the Caliphs were eminent patrons of
learning ; among whom, Harun-al-Rasched, the contempo-
rary of Charlemagne, (see Sec. 416. &¢.) was especially

distinguished. The modern nations of Europe are indehted

to the Saracens for the preservation ol many scientifie

works ol the ancients.

At the earlier period of the Mohammedan power, it was far otherwi.e.
It is related that when Amru, the general of the caliph Omar, took
Alexndria, A p. 641, and enquired his pleasure, as to the disposal
of its famous library, the caliph ordered ite entire desttuction, on the

ground that, ““ If the books agreed with the Koran they were super-
fluous, anod if they differed from it they were pernicious.”

CHAPTER IV,

THE ELEVENTH CENTURY.

448. Gerymany. The Saxon line of Emperors ended
with Henry 11., a.p. 1024. Conrad Il. was elected
his successor. His son, Henry I11., a.p. 1039, exercised ab-
solule power in the empire, and, not only resisted the Pa-
pal elaims of supremacy, but appointed Three Popes in
suceession.

449. He was succeeded by Henry 1V., s.n. 10586,
whose reign presentsa history quite the reverse of his
father’s. Though possessed of ability, as a monarch, he
was opposed by the nobles, and, at the same time, mainl-
ained a fruitless contest with the Popes, Nicolas I1. and
Gregory VI, (Hildebrand), and died, the vietim of ccelesi-
astical usurpation.




Thie most powerful of the feudal nobles of Germany, at this period, were
the Dukes of Saxony, Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia; and the
three Archbishops of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne.

450. France. Hugh Capet, a powerful noble, had usur-
ped the crown (see Sec. 419), which he transmitted to
his son, Robert, a.p. 996. His reign was disturbed by the
interference of the Papal authorily.— Henry 1., son of Rob-
ert succeeded, a.n. 1051. The territory of the kings of
France was very limited, at this period; and their power

was restrained by a formidable arvistocracy. Philip 1.

ascended the throne, A.p. 1060. His reign is chieliy remar-

kable as the era of the Crusades.

451. Itavy. The North of Italy was divided into nu-
merous principalities, and was the scene of contiuual
war. The territory claimed by the Popes was limited : but
the spiritual power which they asserted gave them un-
bounded political influence.

452, Venice and Genoa had each an independent gover-
nment, and were aclively engaged in commerce. The
South of Italy was occupied by Norman adventurers, who,
under Roger Guiscard, a.p. 1060,recovered Sicily from
the Saracens;and alter having made the Pope a prison-
er, were confirmed in their possessions, by his authority.

4535. Seaiv. The conlest between the Christians and
the Moors continued. Both nations suffered from internal
divisions; and their history is equally marked by a series
ol plots and assassinations.

454 Some of the Spanish chiefs, who made war their
prolession, engaged as champions on the part of the

;-;.

Christian princes, and were called “ knights-errant.” The
most celebrated of these was Roderie, “the Cid,”” or chief,
who reduced several of the petty kingdoms of the Moors
under subjection to Alphnso of Castile ; recovered Toledo,
A.D. 1084 ; and established his own government in Val-
entia.

455. Excrasp. In the reign of Ethelred, the “ Unrea-
dy,” (see Nec. 426), the Danes had established themselves
on the coast of England. Their countvymen conlinued
their encroachments, and were bribed (o retire hy a tri-

bute, thence called *“ dane-gell.”” As their demands beca-
me more exorbilant, Ethelred gave secret orders for the
murder ol all those who had settled in England.

456. Sweyn, king ol Denmark, immediately invaded
the country, with a great force, a.p. 1003; and Ethelred
fled to Normandy. On the death of Sweyn, Canute his son,
hecame king of England, a.n. 1016, in connection with
Edmund * Irvonside” and, as the latter was murdered, in
the ensuing year, the Danish power was [ully established.

457. Canule governed England with ability ; and was
succeeded by his sons, Harold, s.v. 1056, and Hardicanute,
A.D. 1040 ; both of whom were so Lyrannical as to induce
the English to restore the Saxon line of kings, in (he
person of Eedward, surnamad “ the Confessor,” who was
a feeble and superstious prince.

458. On the death of Edward the Confessor, Harold.
son ol Karl Godwin. seized the throne; but was opposed
by Willam, Duke of Normandy. The contest was decided
by the battle of Hastings; in which Harold was killed, and
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William the Conqueror became king of England, a.p.
1066.

459. William maintained a vigorous government,
ufcm‘ding{' to the feudal law (see Secs. 401 — 403" He Was
succeeded by his son, William Rufus, a.v. 1087, who
reigned despotically, till a.p. 1100, when he was
accidentally killed, in hunting,

460. From the Samons we derive our language, and
many laws and institutions favourable to popular free-
dom. The Norman conquest established a military despo-
Lism; but nltimately promoted civilization, by the encoura-
gement of literature, arts,and commerce. The qualities
ol each race of people are combined in the national charac-
ter; and may be traced throughout the history of the
British Constitution,

-_'-'—'.-'-_l-_.-...-

461. The Eastery, or Greex Enpirr. The reigns of
successive monarchs, in the Eleventh cenlury, are marked
hy treachery, revolution, and murder. The Empress Zoe
mainlained a profligate reign of thirty years, with several
successive hushands; and was followed, A.p. 1056, by her
siste rTheodora, Lhe last of the descendants of Basil (see
Sec. 451). In the year 1081, Alewmis Comnenug lounded a
new dynasly, the Comnen:. His reign of Thirty-seven
years, is chiefly remarkable in connection with the his-
tory of the First Crusade.

- e S48 T JE L

462. The MomammEeDAN Power_The Caliphs of Egypt

and Bagdad were engaged in frequent contests, and their
power was impaired by the establishment of independent
governments by their officers. Mahmood of Ghizni having
thus rendered himsell powerful in his own conntry, Aff-
ghanistan, proceeded to invade Hindo tan.

465. The incuarsions of Mahmood, during successive
years, extended over the north of India, and constituted
the first Mohammedan conquest of that country. In his
zeal againsl idolatry, Mabmeod of Ghizui destroyed the
Hindoo temples, and appropriated their wealth, after com-
mitling great cruelties. He died a.p. 1028.

464. The Turks. The Caliphs of Bagdad bad engaged
in their military service a Tartar tribe, named Turco-
mans, or Turks. They took advantage of the declining pow-
er of the Caliphs, to seize the government. Togrhul-Bey,
A.D. 10535, assumed the title of Sultan.

465. The dominion founded by Togrhul-Beg, was ex--
tended by his successors, Alp-Arsan, a.p. 1065, and Malek
Shah, a.0. 1074, over Egypt, Syria, Asia Minor. They
are called Seljukian Turks, from the name of their ances-
tor, Seljuk. Their occupation of Jerusalem at this period,
gave occasion Lo the First Crusade.

Eccresiasmicar History oF THE

- Eveventa CENTURY.

466. The contest lor supremacy, between the Greek
and Roman churches, (see See. 406). was renewed with
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increased violence. Michael Cerwlarius was Patriarch of
Conslantinople, and Leo the Ninth was Pope, A.p.1054.

467. Alter much angry controversy, the points in dis-
pute serving only to exemplify the wanl of genuine Chris-
tianity, on both sides, the Pope and the Pairiarch excom-
municated each other; and the separation of the two
bodies, which they respectively represented, became
permanent.

468. Another contest, in which the Popes were
engaged, during this century, was that with the Emperors
of Germany. The object was, to free the Papacy from
the Imperial control. (See Sec. 422 and 440.)

469. Greq. VII. (Hildebrand), s.p. 1075, took advan-
tage ol the disturbed state of Germany to require the Em-
peror, Heary I'V., to surrcnder the investiture, (or appoint-
ment Lo ecclesiastical offices, by conferring the ring and
crosier), which his predecessors had exercised.

470. Henry refused to make the concession, and was
excommunicated :—nor could he gain absolution, till he
had crossed the Alps, in the depth of winter, and. by way
of penance, stood three days, with his head and feet bare,
at the Pope’s gate. g

i71. The “Witnessess for the Truth” maintained
their opposition to the errors both of the Eastern, and
Weslern churehes, From the former the Paulicians (see
Sec. 44 1)suffered severe persecution, and a Hundred Thou-
sand were put to death during the reign of Theodors
(see Sec. 461).

472. In the West, the followers of the Paulicians,
driven hither by persecution, aided the testimony of the
Waldenses and Albigenses, in France, Flanders, and Italy,
in maintenance of the truth of the Gospel. Many of these

early reformers suffered martyrdom, but their opinions

survived them.

475 Excraxp. William the Conqueror obtained the
sanction of Gregory VIL., for his invasion of England ; but,
on completing his conquest, refused to do homage, as the
Pope’s vassal. The Saxon prelates were deposed ;—Lan-
franc, an Ilalian, was made Archbishop of Canterbury;—
and the tax of a penny on every house, which the Saxons
had formerly sent to Rome, was confirmed, under the
name of “ Peterpence.” In the reign of William IL.,
Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, zealously maintained
the Papal claims.

The tax of Peterpence was not finally abolished till the Reformation, at
which time it exceeded the royal revenue,

474. Tue East. The conquests ol the Mohammedans
diffused their reigion. They were divided into many sects;
but the grand distinction, which commenced at this
period, and has continued ever since, was that of “ Soo-
nees,” and “Sheahs”” The former acknowledge the
authorily of the first three Caliphs, which the lalter reject.
The most eminentl saints of one party are, lherefore,
execrated by the other;and a determined hostility has
heen maintained, which finds expression at their annual
festivals. The Turks, were Soonees, the Persians, Sheahs;
and their respeelive conquests, Westward, and Eagtward,




have been marked by this distinction.

475. Tue Crusaves. The First of these enterprises
marks the close of the Eleventh century. The Turks, in the
progress of their conquests (see Sec. 465), had obtained
possession of Jerusalem. As the practice of pilgrimage was
deemed meritorious, in the Romish church, multitudes
of devotees resorled thither; and, on their return, deseribed
the oppression and insult with which they had been
Lreated.

476. A council whs called, at Clermont, by Pope
Urban II., a.p. 1093, with a view to the recovery of the
Holy Land; and the princes of Europe eagerly under-
took Lhe enterprise. A French monk, named Peter the
Hermit, excited the people of different countries, by his
preaching ; and set out, A.p. 1096, with an undisciplined
multitude, of Eighty Thousand,—the greater part of
whom, perished on the way.

477. An armed force of Siz Hundred Thousand,
commanded by Godfrey of Bouillon, was reduced, to a
tenth part of its number, before reaching Jerusalem
but succeeded in laking the city, a.p. 1099. Palesline
was alterwards subdued; but the conquest was not
permanent.

The siege of Jerusalem lasted five weeks, uniler circumstances of
extreme suffering to both parties. The city was at length taken by
storm, and a barbarous massacre of the inhabitants ensned, in which
Twenty Thousand ave said to have perished, Willian, Duke of Nor -
mandy, son of William the Conqueror, took part in this crusade.

The poem of Tasso, ** Jerusalem T elivered,” is founded on the
events of this period.

CHAPTER V.

THE TWELFTH CENTURY.

476. Germany. Henry V., the last of the house of
Franconia, suceeeded his father, Henry IV.in 1106. The
contest with Rome on the subject of “Investitures,” (sece
Sec. 469.) disturbed his reign; but was al last sellled
by a compromise. Lothaire, Duke of Saxony. was elected
Emperor, a.p. 1025 ; and, after him, Conrad IlL., the first
of the House of Swabia.

479. Frederick “ Barbarossa” (red beard), his
successor, A.D. 1152, wasa prince ol great abilily,but
failed ina contest with the Pope, Alexander Ill.,—and
was compelled to kiss his feet, and hold his stirrup, a.p.
1177. Frederick died in Asia, while engaged in the
crusade, and was succeeded by his son, Henry VI, A.p.
1190; in whose reign Richard I, of England, was a
prisoner in Germany.

480. In the reign of Conrad III. originated the
distinction of parties, under the name of Guelphs and
Ghibelins. The election of Conrad was opposed by Henry,
Duke of Bavaria. Henry was ol the house of Saxony, whose
lamily name was Welf, or Guelph: Conrad represented
Lhe house of Swabia, who derived their name of Ghibelins,
[romn Wilbeling, a town in their territory.

481, The designation, Ghibelins, al first indicated the




adherents of the Emperor, and GQuelphs, the princes who
opposed him ;—Dbut their application,during the [ollowing
century, became more extended.

In the contest between Conrad and Guelph, brother of Henry of Bavaria,
occurred the siege of the castle of Weinsberg ; celebrated, in story,
for the conjugal fidelity of the ladies; who, being permitted to leave

they place with whatever they could carry, marched out, each with
the husband on her bac! .

482. France. Louis VI, “the Fat,” succeeded his
father, Philip I, a.p. 1108. The Duchy of Normandy, and
other provinces in France, heing possessed by the kings
of England, rendered them formidable; and, in this reign,
a war with Henry 1., son of the Conqueror, commenced
the contest which was maintained for several successive
generalions,

483. Lowte VII., a.p. 11537, engaged in the Second
Crusade, in alliauce with Conrad L, Emperor of Germany
see Sec. 478). This enlerprise is said to have heen
prompted by motives of compunction, for an act of cruelty,
and indicates the erroneous religious notions, which
were then prevalenl. Eleanor, the divorced wife of Louis
VIL, alterwards married Henry IL. of England.

While eng: ged in a contest with the clergy and nobles, Touis had
sacked the town ol Vitri, aid set fire to a chureh, in which more ‘than
1370 persons perished : remors e induced him to attemp! the expiation
of his erime, by an expedition to the Holy Land.

484, 'hilip Augustus, 5.0, 1180, was an able monarch,
and .succeeded in extending the power of the crown. At
the beginning of his reign, the king of England claimed

»

nearly balf of France; and, in the other half, the power
ol the nobles had hitherto reduced that of the monarch to
very narrow limils. Philip Augustus was associated with
Richard III, of England, and Frederick Barbarossa,

Emperor of Germany, in the Third Crusade.

485. Itavy. Several cities in the North of Italy,—
Milan, Pavia, Verona, Padua, and others, had established
a republican government ; they formed a league, to resist
the Emperor Frederick Barbrossa, whom they defeated,
in the battle of Legrano, a.n. 1176. By the peace of
Counslance, A.p. 1185, the indepenbence of the Ilalian cities
was secured.

486. The Commerecial cities, Venice, Genoa, and Pisa,
derived advantage [rom the employment of their shipping,
during the Crosades. The Norman dynasty (see Sec. 452)
governed Naples and Sicily, till a.p. 1194. The temporal
dominions of the Popedom had been augmented by a large
dopation of territory, from Matilda, Countess of Tuscany ;
but the Emperor of Germany asserted a prior claim,—
and the dispute between the Papal and Imperial power
(see Sec. 468) was thus augmented.

487. The Italian republics entered warmly into these
dispules—and the distinctive terms Guelph, and Ghibi-
line, (see Sec. 481) were applied, accordingly,—the for-
mer, as generally descriptive of the opponents of the
reigning kmperor, was henceforth applied to the Pope’s
party.

488. Sraiy. The Chirstians gradually gained incre-
asd tervitory from the Moors,—and, if unitedazmong
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themselves, might have recovered the entire country,
Alphonso VIIL, king of Castile and Leon, was the most
distinguished of the Christian princes. A.n. 1150. Pog-
TuGAL was rescued from the Moors, by the battle of Quri-
que, A.0. 1159—and became independent of Spain, under
Alphonso 1., who made Lisbon his capital.

489. The Nortu of Eurore was still in a state of
comparative barbarily. The Russians, by their inter-
course with the Greek empire, had obtained a partial
knowledge of Christianity, and made some advance in
the arts. Denmark and Norway were subject to Canute
al the time of his invasion of England: but it was not
lill some centuries aftcrwards, that they occupied a
place in history.

490. Excnp. Henry I, a.n. 1100, succeeded his
brother, William II. His elder brother Robert. had a
prior claim, but was defeated in the battle of Tenche-
brai, and imprisoned for life. Henry 1. married Ma-
tilda, a descendant of the Saxon kings : and, on his death,
his daughter Maud or Matilda, claimed the crown ; but

was deprived, by Stephen, her cousin, a grandson of
William [

491. The reign of Stephen, a.0. 1155, was disturbed
by continunal civil war; which terminated by securing
the succession to Henry, son of Maud. His father was
named Plantagenet ; and, wilh Henry 1I., commences
the line of English Kings distinguished by that desig-
nation. A.p. 1154.

462. Henry II. was the most powerful monarch of

Europe. His marriage with Eleanor (see Sec. 483,) en-
larged his continental dominions,—and the invasion of
Ireland was the means of establishing the English power
in that country.

495. The power of the clergy having become exorbilant,
Henry attempted to restrain, it by a law, called the
“Constitutions of Clarendon,”—and then was engaged in
along contest with Thomas-a-Becket, Archbishop of Can-
terbury ;—but the murder of that prelate, by some of the
king’s allendants, compelled him to make concessions,
in order to oblain the Pope’s absolution. Henry’s last
days were embittered by the rebellion of his sons, Richard,
Geollrey, and John.

494. Richard I. surnamed* Coeur de Lion,” succeeded
his father in 1189. He joined Philip Augustus, of France,
in the Third erusade (see See. 484), and, on his relurn,
was laken prisoner by Leopold, Duke of Austria, (see Sec.
479). In course of a reign of Ten years, he spent only
Ten months in England.

495. On the death of Richard I., Arthur, son of
Geoffrey, (see Sec. 493) became heir to the crown; but
was murdered by his uncle, Johu, who became king of
England a.0. 1199,

496. Tue Eastery ok Greex Ewrire. The erusades
had the effect of delaying the downfall of the Greek empire,
—wWhich had become enfeebled by continual revolutions.




Alexis Comnenus (see Sec. 461) defended himself against
the Russians, and the Turks. who assailed the empire
on opposite sides. His successors were John, a.p. 1118,
and Manuel, A.p. 1143 to 1180. The succeeding reigns,to
the end of that century, were shortened by assassinations.

497. Tue Monammepan Power. While Mahmood of
Ghizni (see Sec. 462) was proseculing his conquests in
Hindustan. the Seljukian Turks (see Sec. 465) had ex-
tended their power in Persia, and ultimalely dispos
sessed Manovod, the son of Mahmood, who retired to
Lahore, (in the North-west of Hindustan) where he
established his government.

498. Mohammed Ghori (. e. of Gaur, in Khorassan,)
took Lahore, a.p. 1184, and subsequently extended his
conquests Eastward. One of his slaves, Outtub-ad-din,
took Delhi x.p. 1193, and suhsequently eslablished an
independent government. '

499. In Arrica and Sparx, the Almoravides, a Moham-
medan sect, bad formed an extensive empire; but were
subdued, in the Twelfth century, hy the Almohades,
another powerlul sect, pretending to a purer faith. They
took Moroeco, afler a sanguinary war, A.n. 1148.

500. 1In Syris, Noor-ed-deen commenced a war with
the Christians, during the First and Second Crusades (see
Sec. 475) His nephew, Saladin, gained posseseion of
Egypt; and alterwards suceeeded to the government of
Syria, where lie became celebrated, in conneetion with

J
the Third crusade. He died a.p. 1192,

EccrLesiasTicar History
of THE Twerrte CENTRUY.

501. Paschal 1I. was Pope a.p. 1100; and, from his
reign, to that of Adrian IV. A.p. 1154, noless than Nine
persons successively held the office. Adrian IV. was the
only Englishman who ever occupied the Papal chair.
Toward the close of the century, Alexander III. A.p. 1181,
and Innocent ITL. A.p. 1199, were distinguished.

502. The slate of Christianily, at this period, in the
West, was such as resulted from a perversion of ils doetri-
nes and institutions to the sole purpose of extending the
Papal dominions.

505. The Monastic orders multiplied,—enormous
weallth was aequired, by means of indulgences, and other
fraunds,—the credulity of the multitude reduced them to a
stale of servile fear,—the higher orders were influenced
by the enthusiasm ol the ecrusades,—and every monarch
in Europe was, in turn, compelled to yield to the exerbit-
ant claims of the Papacy. :

504. Tue Crusapes. About fifty years after the First
Crusade (see See. 475), a Second enlerprise of the same
kind, was undertaken, by Lows VII., king of France,(see
Sec. 485), and Conrad 111y Emperor of Germany(see Sec.
478). Bernard, Abbot of Clair-Vaux, wrs employed, by
Pope Eugeniug [11., 1o excite the people by his enthusiastic
preaching, and his appeals were aided by prelensions to
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miraclcs and prophecy. The two armies, amounlting to
Three Hundred Thousand men, were defeated, and the
kings, who commanded them. returned home wilh
shame.

G dfrey of Pouillon was elected king of Jerusalem at the close of the
First Crusade (see Sec. 477). An attempt was made to establish a
mode of government on the feudul principle. Seven Frank kings
reigned in sucecession,—but with continual disturbance from the
Saracens. It was in the reign of Baldwin III. king of Jernsalem, A, p.
1148, that the ~econd Ciusade was undertaken, for the purpose of
meeting this emergeney.

505. Jerusalem was taken by Saladin (sce Sec. 500)
A.D. 1187,—and the Third Crusade was undertaken for
its recovery, at the instigation of Pope C'lement 111.P hilip
Augustus, of France (see Sec. 484), Richard 1., of England
(see Sec. 494), and Frederick Barbarossa, of Germany (See
Sec. 479), commanded Lheir respective armies.

506, [frederick was accidentally drowned,—Philip
returned to France,—and Richard, having made a truce
with Saladin, was arrested in Germany, on his way home,
and released, only on payment of a heavy ransom.

507. The Crusades gave rise lo Three Military
Orders,— in which the character of the Ecelesiastic and
the Soldier svere combined.

I.—The Knights of St John of Jerusalem, founded a.p.
1124, who were alse called Hospitallers, from their
original eonnectlion with an hospital in that city, for the
relief of pigrims.

I1.—The Knights Templars, from their residence near

the site of the Temple, were more entirely military, and
were cmployed in the protection of pilgrims.

I1. The Teutonic Order originaled with the German
princes, al the siege of Aere, a.p. 1191, and was designed
for charitable offices,—but, like the others, hecame, at
last, a military institution.

b08. These Military Orders acquired greal wealth and
power;and [rom them sprung others, of a kindred cha-
racler, which exerted a considerable influence during the
middle ages,

509. Reroryers 1n THETweLrTn Cextury. The histo-
rians ol the period deseribe as Heretics, all who opposed
the Chureh of Rome: but many ol these, even on the
testimony of their enemies, mainlained the essential truths
ol the Gospel; and all agreed in making their appeal to
Scriplure.

510. Such were the Cathar:, of Germany (see Sec.
441), the Waldenses, of Piedmont, and the Albigenses, ni
the South of France. They were cruelly persecuted on the
continent,—and a few, who sought refuge in England,

perished, under similar treatment. in the reign ol Henry
11. .

Among the most eminent wilnesses for the trath, in
this century, were Pefer de Bruys, and his followers, called,
from him, Petrobussians ; they were numerous in France.
Peter de Brays suffered martyrdom, a.n. 1150.

611. The [Henricans were Lhe [ollowers of Henry, an
Italian, who earnestly opposed the superstitions of the
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times. He died in prison. a.n. 1148. Arnold, of Brescia, a
zealous reformer, gathered many disciples in Haly and
Swilzerland ; but was al last given up to the Pope, Adrian, e
by the Ewperor, Frederick, and burned at Rome, a.p, THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY.
1155. e

512. Peler Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, a.p. 1180,

promoled the translation and circulation of the Scriptures.
His [ollowers were nnmerous.

CHAPTER VL

- 516. Geryany. On the death of Henry V1. the succession
was disputed. Orho 1V. obtained the crown, A.n. 1208,

515. Tag P C and on his death, 1218, Frederick 1., son of Henry VI,
[," % f;,'; N“”P"‘IE"’*T'““ OF VHRISTIANITY IV ‘THE Nonth recovered the throne. His reign was occupied in a conti-

'F ILUROPE. T 3 - B} ore <l g ar . : ;

OF LUROPE. 1 he INorthern nations were still in a barbarous nual contest with four successive Popes.

state: and the religious notions which they adopted under 2t h 1
the name of Christianity, were blended with their former 67, “Tive Wneg* Ltiok ol MU ORIANE &) ems? =
to the respective parties. Those who favoured the Pope

paganism. : :
were distinguished by the names of Guelphs, while the

614. Viadimir, who ruled in Russia. in the beginning - TR
- ey | 'ty who sided wi ) ‘or, were called Ghibellines
ol the Eleventh century, had married the sister of the (]'*Sﬂ;elz;llzgéﬂ)ﬁd with the Empereor, ;

Greek Emperor ; missionaries were subsequently sent from
Constantinople for the instructiou of his subjects; and 518. During 23 years, from the death of Frederick I,

Russia becamc connected with the Greek chureh, in pre- Germany was withoul any recognized monarch. Among
lerence to the Romish, the compelitors for Lthe erown, was Richard, Earl of Corn-

515. Amglo-Saxon Missionaries had communicated wall, brother of Henry II1., of England.
some knowledge of Christianity Lo the idolaters ol Sweden, 519. In 1272, Rodolph, of Hapsburgh, a Swiss noble,
Denmark, and Norway ; but its bissemination usually took was chosen Emperor. He conferred on his son, Albert, the

. * 'd " 0 ‘ » . = -
place in the way of conquest,—and the baptism of thou- province of Austria, which he had taken from the king of
sands beeame a mark of mere political subjection. Bohemia. The rise of (he House of Austria, dates Irom Lhis

period.
520. The Hangeatic League. The cities of Hamburg,

Lubec, and Bremen, were early engaged in commerce;
and, in the Thirteenth century, found it necessay Lo com-
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bine for mulual defence, against the exactions of the
leudal lords, as well as against robbers and pirates ; many
other cilies joined the league, and rendered it important,
nol only for commerce, but for political ohjects. They had
factories in different countries,— and in the reign of
Henry III, a.p. 1266, formed an establishment in
London, called the ““ Steelyard.”

521. France. Philip Augustus, on his return from
the Third Crusade (see Sec. 506), engaged in war with
Richard I, of England, and afterwards deprived King
John ol his territories in France. The power of theFrench
crown was greally increased during this reign.

522. Louie VIII., a.p. 1325, aided the Pope in the
crusade against the Albigenses. (see See. 542.) Lows IX..
called “St. Louis,” A.p. 1226, engaged in two successive
crusades : the lirst against Egypt, a.0. 1248, in which he
was unsuccessful ; the second, against Tunis. a.p. 1269, in
which he died- |

525. Phalip 111, “The Bold,” A.p. 1270. In hisreign a
revolution ocenrred in Sicily, in consequence of the cruelty
of his unele, Charles, of Anjou, who was king of Sicily and
Naples. The King of Aragon aided the revolt - and, a war
ensued, in which Philip was unsuccessful.

524. Philip 1V., “ The Fair,” a.p. 1285, reduced the
power ol the nobles; introduced representatives of the
towns in the “ Third eslate,” to the legislative assembly;
maintained a contest with the Pope (Boniface VIIL); and
suppressed the order of the Knights Templars, (see Sec.

J

507,) under circumstances of great cruelty and injustice,

925. Iraiy. The Italian Republics (see Sec. 485,)
were very numerous and powerful, but suffered from
continual discord. They entered warmly into the contests
between the Emperors and (he Popes, and the Guelph and
Ghibelline factions (see sec. 487), inflicted the most cruel
Injuries on each other.

526. The small independent states were gradually
brought into combination, and the most distinguished of
the feudal nobility assumed the sovereign power: thus the
Visconti ruled in Milan, and the [amily of Estein Modena
and Ferrara.

527. Venice and Genoa advanced in wealth and
power, by the employment of their shipping, in the time
of the Crusades. The productions of the East were brought
into Earope throngh Venice. The events of this century
were favourable to the increase of the Papal lerritory,
which was enlarged nearly to its present boundaries.

528. The kingdom of Naples and Sicily was conferred
by the Pope. on Charles, of Anjou, brother of Louis IX.
He deposed Manfred, who had usurped the throne, a.p.
1266 ; but had to maintain a contest with Peler, of Aragon,
(Who had married the daughter of Manfred,) in which he
was defeated. It was on this occasion. A.p. 1282, that the
French, to the number of 4000, were murdered, by a
sudden insurrection of the Sicilians: an event designaled
the **Sicilian Vespers.” (See Sec. 523, Philip II1.)

629. Seaiv. The Moors of Spain, having been’ reinfor-
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ced by the Almohades, from Moroceo, (see Sec. 499,) the
Christian princes united against them, and gained (he
victory of Tolosa, Ap. 1212, Grenada was the only
kingdom remaining to the Moors, in the middle of (he
Thirteenh century. The Christian kingdoms of the penin-
sula were Castile, Aragon, Navarre, and Portueal,
Ferdinand 111, ealled “ Ferdinand of Castile and LE!]?I,"
was the most distinguished of Lhe Spanish monarchs, at
this period.

550. EncLaxp. John succeeded 1o (he throne, on the
death of his brother, Richard 1 Arthur, son of his elder
hrother, Geoffrey, had a prior claim, but was put to death.
Philip IV. of France, (see Sec. 524,) who had espouscd

the cause of Arthur, deprived John of his continental
dominions.

931. In a contest with the Pope, Innocent III., he
Was excommunicated, and compelled to surrender his
kingdom to the Pope’s legate, Pandulph, as the condition
of absolution. The barons took up arms against him, and,
with the advice of Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury,
compelled him to sign the “ Great Charter,” a.p. 1215 ; by

which the rights of the people were secured against des-
polic government,

932, Henry 111, son of king John, reigned 56 years,
drom a.p. 1216 to 1272. His submission to the exactions
of the Pope, and his partiality to foreigners, occaasioned
the withdrawal of wealth from the kingdom, and induced
his subjects to rebel. Simon de Montiort, Earl of Leicester,
commanded the army against (he king. By the “ pro-

»
#

visinnguf Oxford,” twenty-four prelates and harons, were
empowered Lo relorm the government, A.n. 1258,

553. Prince Edward raised an army in his father’s
behall, but was defeated and taken prisoner, together with
the king, at the battle of Lewes, 1264. In the following
year, Simon de Montfort, who had usurped the supreme
power, summoned a Parliament; and required the sheriffs
to return two knights for each county, and deputies for the
principal towns. From this circumstance the regular
constitution of the House of Commons is dated. Prince
Edward, having ohtained his liberty, renewed the war; and
by the battle of Evesham. a.p. 1265, in which Montfort
was slain, the king’s government was restored.

b54. Fdward 1., a.p. 1272, administered the govern-
ment with great ability. He subdued Wales, which, from
his time, has been annexed to the crown of England. He
also attempted the subjugation of Scotland. The right to
the throne of that kingdom was disputed ; and Edward,
being called in, to decide between the competitors, Bruce
and Baliol, endeavoured to obtain the crown himself. He
was- resisted by William Wallace, and alterwards, by
Robert Bruce, grandson of the opponent of Baliol. Edward
died, whilst engaged in war with Scotland, 1507.

535. Tue Easr. The Byzantine Empire was weaken-
ed by continual dispuies for the sovereignty. By the aid
of Baldwin, Count of Flanders, and the Doge of Venice,
(Dandolo,) the commanders in the Fourth Crusade, Alexis
IV. wasraised to the throne. He was afterwards murdered:
and, on the pretext of avenging his death, the crusaders
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atlacked and plundered Constantinople with great barbar-
ity, A.n. 1203.

Henry Dandolo, Doge of Venice, was oue of the most remarkable char-
acters of that period. He was ofgreat tge, and had lost his sight, but
entered with zeal into the enterprise of the French adventurers.At the
taking of Constantinople, ‘¢ in the Jmidst of the confliet, the Doge, a
venerable and couspicuous form, stood aloft in complete armour, on
the prow of his galley. and was the first warrior on the shore.”

Gibbon.

536. Baldwin was raised lo the throne, and from that
time till A.p. 1261, two Latin Emperors reigned in succe-
ssion, al Conslantinople.  During this period, Alexis
Comnenius, one of the expelled Greek princes, established
an independent sovereignly at Trebisond, on the East
coast of the Black Sea ; another, Theodore Lascaris, foun-
ded the government of Nicoea, in Asia Minor.

557. Michael Palaeolagus, who afterwards occupied
the government, restored the Greek power at Constanti-

nople; and was succeeded, as Em peror of the East, by his
son, Andronicus 11, A.p. 1283.

538. Gengis Khna. Among the Tartar tribes, the
Mongols were the most warlike. During the Thirteenth
century, they extended their conquests, under Gengis
Khan and his successors. Great part of India was
subdued,—their armies overran Persia and Asia Minor.—
the Russians were made (ributary,— and, after conquering

Poland and Hungary, the Tarlar race were advancing
towards the West of Europe.

539. Frederick II. (see Sec. 479) called on the Princes
of Germany lo resist the invader ; the battle of Woolstadt

4

was f{jﬁght .. 1241 ; and (he Tartars, though victorious,
relreated.  Since the invasion of the Saracens, in the
Eighth century (see Sec. 599), Europe had not heen exposed
to a similar calamity.

Eccresiasticar Histony.

540. AL the commencement of the Thirteenth eentury,
the Papal power had reached its greatest height. Innocent
I11. carried out the principle which Gregory VII. (see Sec.
449,) had asserted,—the pre-eminence of the Papal over
Royal authority.—The events ol the hundred years which
intervened, had been favoarable to such assumption. In

prool of the right to dispose of kingdoms, Innocent 1L
excommunicated Otho, Emperor of Germany,—Philip Au-
gustus, King ol France,—and John, King of England.

541. The Fourth Crusade, whieh was promoled by
Innocent 111, instead of being dirvected against the Sarac-
ens, had subverted the Eastern Empire. (see Sec. 335.;
Other enterprises ol the same kind were proposed by
successive Popes, but the calamities attending lormer
expeditions, abated the zeal of the Princes of Europe: and
the last, which also ended disastrously, was undertaken,
by Louis IX.—hence called S/. Lowis.

The fanaticism, unmixed with pummses of gain, which had prompted
the first Crusacde, wo longer prevuied. It was now & murauding
expedition ;—and as Constantinople offered arich booty, the destrue-
tion of that city, though the inhabitants were Chistians, was deemed
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preferuble fo the prosecution of the enterp.ise against infidels. The

finest works of art then existing were destroye. on this oeecasion.

542. Another sortof enterprise, though under the
same name of Crusade, or Holy war, was set on foot by
Innocent I11. for the advancement of the Papal power, A.p.
1208. Under the plea of extirpating heresy, the Alhigenses,
in the south of France, were subjected to a series of the
most cruel perseculions. -

545 Their religious opinions were similar to those,
whichin a laler age, were distinguished by the term
Protestant. An army was raised for their extermination,
commanded by Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester,
whose son alterwards became conspicuous in the Hislory
of England. (See Sec.552.)

b4&4. The Inquisition, established for the suppression
of “heresy.” was designed (o check the progress of
religious enquiry, and to maintain spiritual despotism.
Its victims were very numerous among the Albigenses;
and, from that time, it became a powerful engine ol the
Papacy.
The inquisition wes established in Fronce, in the reign of St. Louis,
(see “ec. 541), a monarch distingnished for mildness and benevolence
of character. The fact exewplifiss the subieciion of the best kings of

those days to the false maxims which represented the maiuntenance of
ecclesiastical power, as constituting the esseuce of religion.

545. The Mendicant Friars consliluted a [mwerful
agency of the popedom, at this period ; they were distin-
guished from the Monastic orders, which had existed

/

duriné’many preceding cenluries, by their vow of poverty,
and by their itinerant preaching.

546, The most cclebrated of these orders were tle
Dominicans, and the Franciscans: the lormer of whom
derived their namelfrom Dominie, the leader of the Inqui-
sition against the Albigenses. During several centuries
they were spread over Europe, and exertled great influence.

547. The Scholastic philosophy, which prevailed in
this century, restrained free enquiry, both in science and
religion. It placed the authority of Aristotle (see Aucient
History, Sec. 246) ahove that of the Holy Seriptures; and
encouraged the discussion ol abstract questions, tending
to no practical result.

548. Bul there were some distinguished individuals,
whose views were in advance of their age. Such were
Roger Bacon,a Franciscan Iriar, the father of experimental
philosophy : and Robert Grosicte, or Greathead, Bishop of
Lincoln, whose learning was applied to the exposition of
the Scriptures,and wio had courage to reprove the avarice
and tyranny of the Court of Rome, a,n. 1255.

CHAPTER VII.
THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY.

549, Germany. The contlention hetween the Popes and
Ewperors, eontinued during the reigns of IHenry VII. (of
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Luxemburg', o,0. 1308, and Louis I'V. (of Bavariaﬁ 1513.
Wilh a view toits termination, the Diet of the Empire
assembled al Frankfort a.n. 1338, published a Pragmatic
Sanction. ov decree, declaring that the Pope had no tem-
poral power within the Empire.

550. The reign of Charles IV. (of Luxemburg), a.p.
1547, is chielly distinguished by an edict, called “the
Golden Bull,” regulating the mode of election to the throne,
and limiting the number of electors to seven, a.p. 1356. He
was succeeded by his son, Wenceslaus, a.n. 1378, who
was deposed A.n. 1400.

551. France. From the time of Hugh Capet, (see Sec,
450),— a period of more than Three centuries,—the crown
of France had been transmitted from father to son, without
intermission.  Phalip 1V.,* The Fair,” died s.p. 1514.
His three sons, Louwis X. (Hulin), Philip V. (The Long), and
Charles V. (The Fair), who reigned in succession, all died
and left no son. By the Salic law (so called from the Salii,
a tribe of Franks, with whom it originated), females were
declared incapable of suceeeding 1o the throne.

552. The next heir was Philip of Valois, descended
from a younger son of Philip I1I.  He ascended the throne
1528, but was opposed by Edward III. of England, who
founded his elaim in the right of his mother, Isabella,
daughter of Philip IV. By the Salic law, she was deprived
of any right to the succession; hut the elaim was enforced
by war, and the result was disastrous to hoth kingdoms.

S L -

555. Philip of Valois, died a.p. 1550, and was succeed-
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ed by his son John, who was long a prisoner in England.

The war was eoncluded by the peace of Brefigny, A.p.
1560. Charles V. (the Wise), a.p. 1564. was an able
monarch. His son Charles VI., o.0. 1380, became insane;
and the kingdom suffercd much, from the contentions
between the Dukes of Burgundy and Orleans, and the
invasion of Heniry V.. of England.

554. Itany. The seat of the Papacy was removed from
Rome to Avignon, in France, hy Clement V., A.p. 1505 ;
and six of his successors. all Frenchmen, resided there,
till A.p. 1576, when Gregory XI. returned to Rome. On
his death, a division occurred, distinguished as the “ Great
Schism of the West,” which affected all the Stales of
Europe ; as Lhey respectively atlached themselves lo the
rival Pontiffs, Urban VI. at Rome, or Clement VII. at
Avignon.

555. During the absence of the Popes from Rome, a
revolution occurred in that city, headed by Rienzi, who
assumed the title of Tribune, and proposed a revival ol a
form ol government like that of the ancient Roman re-
public ; but the attempt failed.

556. The history of the Italian Republics. at this
period, presenlis a series ol eonspiracies and civil wars ;
but Florence increased in wealth and importance, by her
manulactures and commercial enterprise. Genoa and
Venice were the greal marts for the commodities of the
East; which were brought by way ol the Red Sea, to
Egypt, or, by caravans, to Syria; whence they were con-
veyed to ltaly. Commercial rivalry induced Irequent wars
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between (hese republics; in which Venice was ultimately

viclorious, A.n. 1378,

557. The kingdom of Naples was governed hy for-
eigners; and was involved in continual war. Joanna, Queen
of Naples, reigned from A.p. 1543 to a.n. 1582 ; when she
was deposed and murdered, by Charles Durazzo.

558. In the Italian wars of this period, mercenary
troops were often employed, under the name of Condottier:.
They were very numerous in France, after the war with
Edward IIL; consisting of dishanded soldiers, and other
adventurers, under the command ol experienced generals;
and were there called ““The Free Companies.” Their
exaclions were very oppressive, and, as they made a trade
of war, their services were purchased by princes and
aovernments.

Ome of the most celebrated i f these military adventurers waz Sir John
Hawkwood, an Englishman, who gained great renown as a general,

in the service of Florence.
559. SwitzerLann consisied of a numb er of palty states,
some of which were governed by Counts, while others were
independent cantons, having their own magistrates. When
Hmlul;.s!r ui Hflpshurg (see Sec. 519), became Emperor, his
power in Swilzerland brought that country into political
conneclion with Germany:; but the independence of the
free Cantons was preserved

560. Albert, son of Rodolph, appointed an Auslrian
governor, (Gessler,) whose lyranny induced the people of
Ihiree C'anfons Lo lake up arms, A.p. 1508. Gessler was
slain, by William Tell; and the other officers of the

7

i
Austrian government were expelled.

561. Leopold, Duke of Austria, invaded Switzerland,
with an army of 20,000 cavalry; but was deleated by
1500 Swiss infantry, in the pass of Morgarten, o.p. 1515.
The independence of Switzerland was secured. Several
other Cantons were subsequently uniled, under Lhe
general name of the « Helvetic Confederacy.”

562. Spaiy anp Portucar. Spain was still divided into
several kingdoms ; the most powerlul of which was Castile.
Alonzo XI. was engaged in war with Alonzo IV., King of
Portugal; but, peace being restored, by the intervention
of the Pope, they united iu dcleatling the Mohammedans,
(who had received aid from the Moors of Africa,) in the
battle of Tarila, A.p, 1340.

563. Peter, * The Cruel,” king of Castile, was support-
ed by Edward, ““The Black Prince,” (son of Edward
III.. king of England,) in a war with Henry of Transta-
mare; Lhe latter of whom ultimately prevailed, by the aid of
the French mercenaries, see Sec. 558,) commanded by
Bertrand du Guesclin, the greatest general of the age, A.p.
1568. The wars of Castile and Portugal were renewed,
and continued to the end of the centary.

564. Tue Norta or Eunopre. The mosl important event
in the history of Denmark, Norway, andSweden, was their
union under one governiment. Margarel (who is somelimes
called the Semiramis of the North,) the danghter of
Waldemar I11., king of Denmark, and the widow of Haquin,
king of Novrway, was made queen; and the three kingdoms
were declared indissolubly united, under one head, by a
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treatly, called,” The Union of Calmar,” A.p. 1397. But
this arrangement ultimately gave rise to much dissension,
Russia conlinued subject to the Tartars; (see Sec. 538,)
and the efforts made to recover national independence
failed of success.

565. ExeLanp. Edward 11., A.n. 1507, attempted to
carry oul Lhe invasion of Scotland, which his father had
undertaken, (see Sec. 534,) but was defeated by Robert
Bruce, al Bannockburn, s.v. 1514. He was incompetent to
govern ; and having offended the nobles, by the promotion
ol unworthy favourites, was deposed and murdered.

consequence of excessive taxation, hut was suppressed.
Richard became proud and indolent,—and his ecousin,
Henry of Lancaster, promoted a rehellion,—the result of
which was the deposition andsmurder of the king. Henry
JV. ascended the throne, a.n. 1399.

568. Scorcaxn. The victory of Bannockburn, secured
the indepndence of the country. Edward HI. invaded
Scotland, and gained a victory, al Halidon Hill, near
Berwick, a.p. 1555; bat, during his absence in France,
David 11, son of Rolert Beuace. (see See. 563,) invaded
: At 3 0s e Unigthh England. Queen Philippa, at the head of the English army,

566. Ldward I11.,a.p. 1527. His reign is chiefly defeated and took him prisoner, in the bhattie of Neville’s
distingnished by the war with France, which was Cross, near Durham, A.p. 1546: hut Seotland was not
undertaken withoul justice (see See. 552), and, though subdued. Richard II. attempted an invasion, but was
celebrated for the victories of Cressy, and Poictiers, and unsucecessful. :
the taking of Calais,—brought no real advantage. But the
events ol this reign favoured the advance of the Constitu-
tion, as the money raised by taxation, to meet the expenses 569. Tue East. The Greck Empire, after. ils recovery
of the war, eould only he ohtained by consent of Parlia- from the Lalins, (see Sec. 555, languished, under a sue-
ment ; and thus their Power in the legislalure was cession of feeble monarchs, and continual civil wars. The
confirmed. Seljuliian Turks, who had been repelled hy the erusaders,
English commerce and manufictures also advanced durng the reign of and alterwards by the Tarlars,(see Sec. 538,)now returned

Edward IIl, As early a8 the reign of Henry I1., a colony of Flemings b Nbia iR T T A, NS T

which derives its name from that locality. Rdward I1L. invited 8 under Othman, from whom the Ottoman power derives ils
considerable number more from Flanders,—and erauted them such naine.

privileges as induced their permanent setilement From (his reign, the e ‘ - -
vegulation of commerce by Acts of Parliament may be noticed. 570. His son, Orehan, enlarged this territory, and

567, Rickard L, a.p. 1377 was son of Edward, originaled a formidable body of troops, called Janissaries.
Prince ol Wales, called the “Black Prince.” In the early part His successor, Amurath, took Adrianople, the second city
ol his reign, an insarrection was headed by Wat Tyler, i of the Greek Empire, A.n. 1561. Bajazet, his son, was
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viclorious in the battle of Nicopolis, on the Danube, over a
combined army of French, German, and other Western

nations, whom he deleated with terrible slaughter, a.p.
1596.

571. The Emperor, Manuel 11]., saved Constantinople
from an attack, by consenting o pay tribute; and the final
overthrow of the Greek empire, by the Turks, was only
delayed by their eonflict with the Tartars, who were now
extending their conquests, under Zamerlane or Timouy
]fr‘_f‘;. 5

572 The Mongol Tartars, under Genchis K L

072 The Mongol Tartars, under Genghis Khan, had
extended their conquests from the Volea to the frontiers
of China, (see See. 538.) but their empire was
weakened by division, and 7imour, a Tartar chiel, of areat
aclivity and courage, and a descendant of Genghis, estar
blished himsell at Sumarcand, and rapidly spread his
conquests as widely as those ol his predecessor.

575. He invaded India, and took the eity of Delhi his
progress was marked by such cruelties, as are without
parallel in history. After laying waste Persia, Syria, and
Asta Minor, he approached the Turkish territory, and
prepared for conflict with Bijazet.

During a reign of 36 years, Timors so far accomplished his purpose of
universal dominion, as to spread devastation through the wvarious
count ies, from the great wall of China to the centre of Itussia, in the
North, and from the Ganges to the Mediterranean. His sanguinary
eruelty was exemplified at the captore of Ispahan, where he ordered
a general massaere ; and Seventy thousand heads of the slain wers
piled up in a pyramid On his march to Delhi, he put a Hundred

thousand persous to the sword ; and while in possession of the eity,
ordered a general massacre of the inhabitants.

EccLesiasticar HisTorY or I'HE

Fourteextn CENTURY.

574. The Papal power declind, during this century.
The progress of civilization, and of religious enquiry,
favoured resistance lo ecclesiastical tyranny. This was
exemplified in a successful contest of Philip, “ The Fair,”
(see See. 524), with Pope Boniface VIII., in which the
king was cordially supported by his people.

575. The removal of the seat of the Papacy from Rome
to Avignon (see See. 554, tended to impair its influence;
and the rapacity of Pope Jolin XXII., who amassed prodi-
gious wealth, by the sale of indulgenees, provoked general
indignation. This Pope was charged with heresy,— and
was compelled, nothwithstanding his claim to infallibility,
Lo retract the opnions he had avowed.

576. But the evenl most fatal to the Papal power, was
the Great Schism of the West, (see Sec. 554.) A succession
of rival Popes, at Rome, and at Avignon, obstinately
maintained their respective elaims, during more than half
a cenlury.

577. Procress of Revicious Opixtoy. The terrors of
the Inquisition /see Sec. 544,) did not suffice Lo repress
[ree enquiry. The Waldenses and Albigenses, who fled
from persecution. dissminated their doctrines, The
*“ Lollards’” religious societies, in Flanders, and Germany,
were distinguished by the simplicity of their worship, and
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by their opposition to the doctrinal errors of Popery.

The word Lollurd means a singer; and indicates that these early refor-
mers made Psalmody a prominent part of publie worship.

578. In England, during the reign of Edward IIL,
the Papal claims were discussed in Parliament, and
slalutes were made for their limitation. In this reign
Thomas Bradwardine was dislinguished as a scholar and
divine,—far in advance of his contemporaries.

579. But the most celebraled character, as a reformer,
was Wyecliffe. He boldly opposed the prevailing super-
stition, by an appeal to the Scriptures; which he translated,
and eirculated among his countrymen; and is [requently
distinguished as the “Morning Star of the Reformation.”

CHAPTER VIII.

THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY.

580. Gerwany. Sigismund, King of Hungary, was
elected Emperer, a.n. 1410. The schism in the Papacy,
afforded an opportunity of asserting his power. A council
was assembled at Constance, which deposed the Three
Popes who were then contending for supremacy; and
terminaled the schism, by the appointment of a fourth,
Martyn V., a.p. 1417,

581. The execution of the reformers, John Hugs and
Jerome of Progue, in violation of Sigismund’s promise,

"4

involved him in a long war with their followers, in Bohe-
mia. under Johu Zisca, by whom he was oflen defeated.

582. Atbert I1., duke of Austria, sueceeded to the
throne, A.n. 1457; and thenceforth the Emperors of
Germany were chosen from that family.

Frederiek I11. reigned 53 years, bul without distinetion.
His son, Mazimilian, obtained the sovereignty of the
Netherlands, by marriage with the Duchess of Burgundy.
In his reign, the Empire was divided into Ten Circles,
each ol which sent representatives to the Imperial Cham-
ber, for the administration of justice, and the peevention

of domestic wars.

585. Francp. The reign of Charles VI. was disturbed
thronghout, by the ambitions designs of the Duke of
Bargundy, and other nobles. Henry V., of England, took
advantlage ol the distressed stale of the kingdom, to renew
the claim to the Crown of France. His victory at Agincourt.
A.D. 1415. and subsequent advantages, hrought about the
treaty of Troyes, a.v. 1420, by which his prelensions were
aeknowledged.

584. Dut in the reign of the succeeding monarch,
Charles VII., the English were compelled to retire from
France, a.n. 1455. During this war Joan of Are, the Maid
of Orleans, pretendiog to a Divine commission, revived
the courage of the French, by her enthusiasm. The
Feudal mode of warfare was-superseded in this reign, by
Lthe formation of the first standing arwy.

Joau of Are was a peasant girl, who, under the enthusiastic persuasion
of being called to deliver her country—on occasiou of the siege of
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Orleane, by the English,—offered her services, in a military eapaeity.
The prevalent superstition of the times was in her favour, and she
fulfilled her promise, to defeat the English, and to conduct the King
to Rheims, to be crowned. She was afterwsrds taken prisoner by the

English, and sentenced to the flames, on a charge of sorcery, A.D,
1431, &

585. Lows XI., A.p. 1461, was of a tyrannical disposi-
tion. and has been designated  the Tiberius of Franee.”
He was the first French King who bore the title of « M ost
Chrigtian.” A conlest with Charles the Bold, Duke of
Burgundy, ended in his adding that territory to the crown
of France.

586. Charles VIII., a.n. 1483, acquired the dukedom
of Brittany, by marriage; and thus united the last of the
feudal territories to his kingdom. Under the sanction of
Pope Alexander VI, he invaded Italy, a.p. 1494, and
conquered Naples, but lost it soon afterwards, in conse-
quence ol the Pope joining thk other powers in a league
against him.

As Charles VIIL. left no children, the succession passed
of the house of Orleans. in the person of Lowe XII., a.D.
1498.

587. Iravy. In the republic of Milan, the family
of the Visconti hecame exlinct, a.p. 1447; and were
succeeded in the dukedom, by the family of Sforza, A.p.
1450. Florence had increased in inportance, by the
acquisition of Pisa and other cities. a.p. 1450, C'ogmo de
Medier. a princely merchant, became head of (he rbpublie.
He was suceeeded by his grandson, Lorenzo, surnamed
“Lhe Magnificent,” A.n. 1469. The wealth which the

family of Medici bad aequired in commerce, wa s devoted
to the benefit of the state, and the advancement of sclence
and literature.

588. Genou and Venice maintained their commerecial
character; the latter rose in political importance. by the
acquisition of the adjoining territory. The Morea and the
islands of Cyprus and Candia were also under her
government.

589. The temporal power of the Popes had heen im-
paired, by their absence [rom Italy, tnd their claims were
disputed by the fendal aristocracy; but Alexander VI.
reduced that souree of opposition, by the aid of his son,
Caesar Borgia.

530. Naries anp Sicivy. The successor of Charles III.,
(Durazzo, sec-Sec. 557), was feeble. The house of
Aragon succeeded that of Anjou. Charles VIIL, of France,
with the sanction ofPope Alexander VI., invaded ltaly,a.p.
1494, for'the purpose of asserting his claim to the throne
of Naples, by right ol descent from Charles of Anjou, (see
Sec. 528. and 586.)

591. Charles was at first successful ; but was com-
pelled to retreat, in consequence of a formidable league
formed acainst him by the Pope, the Venelians, and other
Italian States. The enterprise was resumed by his suc-
cessor, Louis XII., but with no hetler suceess.

592. Switzercann. Several successive invasions of
the Cantons were not only repelled, hut oceasioned a
considerabe accession of terrilory, The most formidalle
enemy whom the Swiss had Lo encounter, was € harles the
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Bold, Duke of Burgundy, one of the most powerful princes
of the age. He was defeated in the hattles of Gransou and
Morat, A.p. 1476 ; which ultimately led to the loss of his
own territory, sce Sec. 585.)

5935. The fame of the Swiss infantry, in the courageous
defence of their national independence, induced ma ny of
the princes of Europe to engage their services in the wars
of this period.

594. Seary anp Portuear. The several kingdoms of
Spain were gradually brought into union® Castile and
Leon were governed by one monarch ; Aragon had cained
the grealer part of Navarrve. Henry IV. of Castile was
deposed, and the crown was conferred om his sisler
Isabella. By her marriage to Ferdinand 11, of Aragon,
the two monarchies were united, a.p. 1479,

595. The kingdom of Grenada was all that now re-
mained to the Moors in Spain. Aller a war of ten vears it
was subdued,—and the Mchammedan power, after an
existence of Eight cenluries, was entirely subverted, a.p.
1492,

526, The great event of this period was the discovery
of America, hy Columbus, a Genoese: whose enlerprise
was aided by the court of Spain, 4.0, 1492.

507. Portuear. The reign of John L is distinguished
by the maritime discoveries, which his son Henry pro-
moled ; and which were extended, during the succeeding
reigns, of Alphonso V. and Jolin 11, till the discovery of
the Cape of Good Hope, hy Bartholomew Diaz, A.p. 1487, —
and the accomplishment of the passage to India, by Vasco

de Gama, in the reign of Manuel, a.p. 1497.

The celebrity of prince Henry of Portugal, as the promo‘er of naval
enterprise at that early perind, renders his connection with the royal
family of England interesting. His mother was Philippr, daughter
of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, and sister to Henry IV., King

of England,

598, The Norta or Eurore. Rusgia. During iwo
centuries, the native ehiefs had been tributary to the Tar-
tars, and had failed in every allempl to recover their
independence; but a.p. 1477, Ivan, or John Basilowitz,
succeeded in Lhrowing off the Tarlar yoke, and became
the founder of the Russian Empire. He married the
daughter of Constantine Palaeolagus, the Greek Emperor,
and was the first who assumed Lhe title of Czar.

599. Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, continued -
united in one government, (see Sec, 564,) under Christopher
I]1., A.p. 1448. But in the reign of Christian I, .. 1448,
the union was broken by the Swedes, who chose a king of
their own, It was aflterwards renewed,—but national
anlipathies occasjoned [requent insurrections.

600. Poraxp avp Hunganry had been united in the
Fourteenth century, under Louig, whose kingdom extend-
ed from the Baltic to the Adriatic; but they afterwards
became separale states, and suffered much in the reign of
Sigismund, (see Sec. 580,) from the incursions of the
Turks,

601. Ladislaus, king ol Poland, was chosen by the
Hungarians, to be their king, a.n. 1437 ; and was suc-
cesslul in resisting the Turks, a.n. 1445; but, in violation
of a trealy with that people, (in which he was encouraged




by a promise of the Pope’s absolution,) he renewed the
war,—and was defleated aud killed in the battle of Varne,
A,D. 1444, |

602. John Hunniades, a disitinguished Hungarian
general,defeated the Turks at Belgrade, a.p. 1456, His
son Matthias was elecled king. o.p. 1458, and became one
of the most powerful monarchs of the age; but, on his
death, A.p. 1490, the kingdom declined.

605. In Poland, Cassimir IV. reigned from a.n. 1441
to 1492,—and on his death,the Lwo kingdoms were again
united, under his son Ladislaus VI. Contemporary with
John Hunniades was George Cuastriof, surnamed
Scanderbeg, Prince of Albania, who rescued his country
from the Turks, A.n. 1443,

604. ExcLanp. Henry I'V., son of John of Gaunt. Duke
of Lancaster, usurped the crown. A rebellion, headed by
the Ear] of Northumberland, was suppressd, by the battle
ol Shrewsbury, a.p. 1405. James 1., king of Scotland, was
a prisoner in England, during this reign. The first statute
aulhorizing religious persecution, was now enacted: the
application of which, subsequently brought many martyrs
to the stake.

605. Henry I. succeeded his father, s.0. 1413. He
took advantage of the distracted stale of France, under
Charles VL, (see Sec. 583,) to invade that kingdom; and
gained a vietory al Asincourt, a.n. 1415. A trealy was
afterwards coneluded at Troyes, a.n. 1420, declaring
Henry heir to the crown of Franee,—bul he died, a.p.
1422,

606. Henry VI. was proclaimed king at London, and
al Paris. His reign of 40 years, was marked by a suc-
cession of calamities. The English were expelled from
France, (see Sec. 584). Several of the nobility took ad-
vanlage ol Henry’s weakness, and contended for power;
and a rival claim to the throne, was made by the House of
York, which led to a calamitous civil war, of Thirty years’
duration. The Queen, Margaret of Anjou, manifested
greal delerminalion in the maintenance of her hushand's
claims. After several sanguinary hattles at St. Alban’s,
Wakefield, Towton, Barnet, and Tewkesbury, Henry was
deposed ; and the erown passed from the House of Lan-
caster 1o that ol York, by the accession of Edward VI., ».p.
1485.

607. Edward V., a child, son of Edward 1V., was
murdered, together with his brother, hy their uncle,
Richard, Duke of Gloucester,—svho usurped the throne,
as Richard 111., a.v. 1485. He was killed in the hattle of
Bosworth, where Henry, Eail of Richmond, of the house of
Lancaster, was viclorious, and ascended the throne, as
flenry VII., an. 1485. By marrviage with Elizabeth,
daughter of Edward V1., he united the two rival houses.
Wilh this reign commences the Houge of Tudor.

608. Scorraxp. Robert Ill. was son of Robert 1.,
High Steward of Scotland,— the first of the Stuart family
who ascended the throne. The Duke of Albany, brother
of Robert 11, with a view to usurp the throne, murdered
the king’s eldest son.  James, the second son, was sent to
Frauce, for safely; bul, on his voyage, was laken prisoner




by the English, and delained in captivity 18 years, See
Sec. 604.)

609. On his liberation, a.p. 1425, James I. governed
Scotland with great ability ; but was murdered by his
turbulent nobles, whose power he had endeavoured to
restrain. His son, James I1., a.p. 1457, pursued a similar
policy. He was accidentally killed by the bursting of a
cannon. -

610. James III., s.0. 1460, offended the nobility, by
the assertion of his authority, and lost his life in a rebel-
lion. James I'V., s.0. 1488, married Margaret, daughter
of Henry VII. From this union was derived the sub-
sequent claim of the Stuarts to the crown of England.

611. Tue Easr. Subversion of the Greek empire.
Constantinople had been threatened by Bajazet, the
Turkish Sultan, (see Sec. 471); but the invasion of Asia
Minor by the Tartars, under Timour or Tamerlane, (see
Sec. 572,) compelled him to turn his arms in that direction.
The battle of Angora, in Phrygia, a.p. 1402, decided the
conlest ; and Bajazet became the prisoner of Timour.

612. After devastating the Turkish provineces, the
Tartars turned Eastward,—and extended their conquests
as lavas China. The Turksnow resumed the purpose of
oblaining possession of Conslantinople, A.n. 1423,—
but were again prevented, by a war in Hungary, in
which they were defeated. A (reaty of peace was
made,—bhut, being violated by Ladislaus, king of Poland,

(see Sec. 601,) Amurath. or Murad II., grandson of Bajazet,
took up arms, and was vicltorious in the battle of Varna,
A.D, 1444,

613. Mohammed II., son of Amurath II., became
Sultan, at the age ol 21, A.p. 1451 ; and immediately pro-
ceeded to lay siege to Constantinople, which he took, a.p.
1455. alter a brave defence. The emperor, Constantine
X/I. waa slain,—and, with him terminated the EisTenn
Enrvire, Eleven hundred-and-twenty-three years after the
building of the capilal by Constantine.

614. The Turksﬁapidly extended their conquests,—
and alarm was exciled throughout Europe; but the Vene-
tians and the Knights of Rhodes maintained a brave
resistance,—and Lhe Turks were obliged to raise the siege
of Belgrade, which was defended by John Huunniades, a.p.
1456, (see Sec. 602.) Mohammed the Great died a.p. 1481,
leaving Constantinople in the hands of his successor,
Bajazet I1, as the capital of the Turkish Empire.

Eccresiasticar History or THE
Firreenyn CeNTURY.

615. The Schism in the Papacy (see Sec.55%)
conlinned,—and the scandal resulting from the contention
of the rival Popes, at lome. and at Aviguon, induced the
Cardinals to eall a Council at Pisa, a.n. 1409; al which,
both were condemnued, on the ground of hevesy and perjury,
and a third was elected in their stead. Bul, as each




persisted in retaining his office, the evil was now aggra-
vated, by the existence of Three different factions.

616. Another Council was therefore convened at the
suggestion ol Sigismund, (see Sec. 580), at C'onstance, A.p.
1414. It declared the authority of the Pope to be infcrior
to that of a Cuncil. The three Popes, then reigning, were

all deposed,—and @ fourth, (Martin V.,) was appointed,
AD. 1417.

617. The abuses of the Roman Catholic church had
now become so flagrant as to induce many of its members,
(either from a sense of shame, or of danger,) to demand a

reformation. This had been one object of the Council of

Conglance. The Council of Basle was called for the same
purpose, A.n. 1451 ; but, as the work of reformation was
assigned to those who derived advantage from existing
corruplions, the measures proposed were adapted rather

to maintain the system of error, than Lo aid the restoration
ol true religion.

618. The Council of Constance is rendered memorable
by its eruel treatment of John Huss, and Jeromeof Prague.
Huss had embraced the opinions of Waycliffe, the English
reformer, {see Sec. 579,) and being summoned to appear
before the Council, on a charge of heresy, was condemned
to the flames; in violation of the Emperor’s promise of
protection. In the following year, a.n. 1416, his disciple,
Jerome of Prague, suffered, in like manner. By a decree
of the same council, the opinions of Wyeliffe were con-
demned; and. as his death had placed him beyond the
reach of persecution, it was ordeted, that his bones should

he disinterred and burned.

619. The successors of Martin V. (see See. 617),
Nicholas V. and Sizius 1V. founded and augmented, the
Vatican-Library. The most infamous of the number were
Paul I1., Innoeent VIII., and Alexander VI.; the last of
whom, noted for his avarice and perfidy, assuined, as Lhe
“yicar of Christ,” to disposc of the new regions ol the
earth, discovered by the Spaniards and Portuguese.

The Portuguese had obtained 2 Bull from Pope Eugenit:t‘s IV.,A.D. Iuiii
grantiv g them an exclusive right to all the me{rms the‘y shnu’ d
discover. from Cape Bon to the Coast of India. On D:‘.:ﬂﬂﬁiﬂ'ﬂ of the
voyage of Columbus, Ferdinand and Isabella applied tf:u P;:::pﬂ
ﬂI‘ExﬂﬂﬂEI' V1 .for a similar grantto Spain ** Py in art r.::f I}burra -It.j’
which cost himn nothing, and which seryved to estalﬂ:huh-thr&Jurmdmthfn
and pretensions of the Papal =ee, he granted, in t'ull‘ right. t{:: Ferdi-
nand and Isabella, all the countries inhabited by infidels, which they
had discovered or should discover, As it was necessary ton prevenl this
grant from interfering with that formerly made to the crown of Por-
tugal, he appointed that a line, supposed to be drawn ﬁwnrrn1 pole .t.u
pole, a hundred leagves to the westward of the ﬂz::)rﬂs, should serve
s a limit between them ; and, in the plenitnde of his power, baﬂtuwetli
all to the East of this imaginary line on the Portuguese; and all to
the west «f it an the Spaniards,”'— Iobertson,

¢ 620. The Inguisition, or “ Holy Office,” (see Sec. 544)

/s
was established in Spain, by Ferdinand and lsahella,‘a.n‘
1484. (see See. 564). A similar institution, hafl existed
in the Thirteenth century, for the suppression ol he{‘e:sy;
but that of Spain was long distingnished by sanguinary
cruelty. The Jews and the Moors, were l];lﬁ ﬁr_sl {I].IJEFIS
of l::-rz;.m-utimn « hut it soon ﬂilﬁll{lﬂul}ﬂ hereties : including
under that name, all who were suspected of doubling Lhe
authority of the Roman Catholic Chureh,




621. Procress or Revicious Orpinion. In France, the
encroachments ol the Papacy were repressed by an Ordi-
nance, in the reign of Charles VII. (see Sec. 549,)called
the Pragmatic sanction, s.n. 1438. But it extended only
to questions of patronage and taxation, and left doctrinal
errors, and superstitious practices undisputed.

622. In England the progress of the Heformation
exlended further. The fruit of Wyeliffe's labours (see Sec.
579,) appeared, in the extensive prevalence of his opinions
among all orders of society, and a long succession of
martyrs proved the sincerity with which those opinions
were maintained. In the reign ol Henry 1V., William
Sawlree. a.p. 1400, was the first victim of the sanguinary
statute then passed. (See See. 604.) Under Henry V., Sir

John Oldeastle, Lord Cobham, suffered,

625. In the following reigns the attempt to exterminate
the Lollards (see Sec. 577,) was prosecuted with unrelent-
ing cruelty,hbut without success, The invention of
printing, towards the end of the century, secured the

diffusion of Scripture knowledge, and preparved the way "~

for the {'rofestant Re-fm*:tnu!r'uu.

OHAPTER IX.

THE ASPECT OF THE WORLD, AT THE CLOSE OF

THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY

624. Tue Evrorean nations. The progress of events,
during the ““dark ages,” terminated in the establishment
of a political system, which placed the various states in
the relation they have, in general, retained to the present
day. “The Balance of Power,” is an implied compact,
founded on the equality of the rights of nations; and

designed to prevent the undue aggrandisement of any one,
by the subversion of those which are less power(ul.

625. The principal nations of Europe had gradually
exchanged (he military despotism of the Feudal syslem
for Constitutional government; in which law prevailed
over brute force. In England and France, the Sovercign
had acquired the power which formerly was shared with
him by the nobles; and, for the sake of maintaining it the
aid of the middle classes was purchased, by such con-
cessions as lended Lo give them political influence.

626. Spain, under the monarchy of Ferdinand and
Isabella, was in a more prosperous condition than at any
former period.  Germany, under Magimilian, (sce Sec.
082,) was free from the internal discord which the contests
of the nobles had formerly occasioned. The Turkish




government was now firmly established in Europe, and
was suslained by the most powerful and best disciplined
army of the period.

627. Asia anp Avrica. At the close of the Fifteenth
century, the Turks possessed Asia Minor; Syria was
subject to the Mamelukes of Egypt. In Persia the Turko-
man race prevailed. The Empire which had heen founded
in the north of India, by Mohammed, with Delbli for its
capilal, (see Sec. 498,) after having been subverted, first
by Genghis Khan, (see Sec. 572,) and then by Timour, (see
Sec. 575,) was now occupied by princes of the Aflghan
race. Several extensive provinces were under the dominion
of other Mohammedan rulers; but the greater part of the
country was governed by independent princes, of the
Hindoo race, called Rajahs.

628. China. The Mongol Tartars, who conquered
China in the Thirteenth century, (see See. 612,) haviug
degeneraled, were defeated by the native population; who
restored the princes of their own race, under the name of
the Ming dynasty. They reigned in succession for three
cenluries.

629. Arrica was only known, during the middle ages,
as in ancient history, so far as it hordered on the Mediler-
ranean, Lll the Portuguese ventured to explore the
Weslern coast, (see See. 597). The Moors who occupied
Eqypt, under the Falumite Caliphs, (see Sec. 456,) were
siubdued by the Turks in the Twellth century. The
Mamelukes maintained possession of the country for

several centuries. ¥rom the frontiers of Egypt to the
Allantic, under the general designation ol Barbary, were
included Four principal states, Morocco, Tunis, Algiers,
and Tripoli, which were governed by independent chiefs,
designated “ Beys.”

650. GeocraruicaL Discoveries. AmericA. Inthe reign
of John 1., of Portugal, (see Sec. 597,) the coast of Alrica
was explored as far as Sierra Leone: Alphonso V., his
grandson, promoled olher voyages of discovery; and,
under John IL.. his successor, Bartholomew Diaz, a,n. 1486,
reached the Southern Cape ol Alrica, which was desig-
naled the « Cape of Good Hope,,” as affording the expe-
ctation of a passage to the East Indies in that direction.

The reports of travellers, who had visited the East, during the pres
ceding contury, had awakened general curiosity. Marco Polo. a
Vensetian, was the first European who visicod China, A.n. 1291, On

his return he wrote an account of his travels. Subsequent observation
has confirmed theveracily of his statemen's, in regard to what he
himself saw, but many incredible things are related, on the report
of olhers. Tle same remark applies to the tavels of Siv Johu de
Mandeville, an Englishman, who, in the raign of Edward I11., visited
different parts of Asia, and has blended with his narrative muech that
is fabulous.

The application of the property of the magnet to the parposs of
navigation, in the construction of the mariners’ compass, is attributed
to a citizen of Amalfi, near Naples,a.p. 136!; but the Portuguess
wera the first to make it available for geographical discovery.

651. In the year 1497, Vasco de Gama, reached India,
by the new route of the Cape of Good Hope. A powerful
fleel was afterwards despatched ; and the Portuguese sue-
ceeded in establishing the first European setllemept




in that country. a.n. 1500.

652. The success ol the Portuguese stimulated others
to naval enterprise. Christopher Columbus, a nalive of
Genoa, supposing that a passage to the Eastern shores of
India, might be found, by sailing Westward, across the
Allantic, sought aid from his countrymen ; and aflterwards
applied to the King of Portugal, and to Henry VIL. of
England, but in vain; at length, having been furnished
wilh ships, by Ferdinand and Isabella, of Spain, in his
third voyage he discovered the CoxTiNeNT 0F AMERRCA. A.D.
1498. In the following year, Sebastian Cabot, a British
merchant, explored part of the coast of North America.

The name of that quarter of the world was derived from the navigator,
Amerigo Vezpueei, who followed 1he track of Columbus, and to whom
the original discovery was attrbuted, by mistake. Columbus died
poer and neglecied, at Velladolid, A.pn. 1506, where monument wae
erected to his memory.

"‘-ll'—-l-l—ll—l-l—l-ll-—-——_—_.—__

355, History or 1re JEWs purive toe MipoLe Aces.
This “peculiar people,” scattered over the whole face of
the earth. and vel remaining a distinet race, afford,in all
their history, a manifest fulfilment of Seripture prophecy.
AL the perind of the decline of the Roman empire, they
were found in the pemotest provinces,

654. The irruption of the Barbarians did not inflict
the same calamities on them as on the settled inhabitants.
Having no local attachments, beyond the bounds of Pale:
stine, and no allinity with other nations, they could easily

change their place of abode, according to circumstances.

655. They then became the medium of traffic among
the Gothic nations. The chiefs disposed of their captives
in the slave market; and afforded the Jews protection in
carrying on that trade. This sourece of wealth was so ex-
fensive, as to occasion several edicts of Councils and
Popes for its regulation.

656. The Jews were numerous in Arabia at the time
when Mohammed asserted his claims, and were solicited
tojoin him. Their refusal subjected them to persecution.
At a later period, they were protected by the Caliphs, (see
Sec. 446,) on the condition of paying tribute for the right
to trade; and they followed the course of the Arabian
conquests in Africaand Spain. At Cordova,(see Sec. 433,)
many Jews hecamec distinguished iu science and literature.

637. Charlemagne (see Sec. 416,) prolected the Jews,
and even employed one of that nation as his ambassador (o
Haroun-al-Raschid. They continued to amass great
weallh, in the infancy of commerce, but were olten strip-
ped of their property, and cruelly treated, by the avarice
of monarchs,and the fanaticism of the people.

658. The Crusades (see Sec. 475,) were the occasion
of much suffering to the Jews, especially in Germany.
Many thousauds of them were massacred; those who
escaped found an asylum in Poland. Philip Augustus,a.p.
1180, expelled them from France; they returned,— hut
only to suffer the most cruel oppression,—and were
finally driven out, by an edict of Charles VI, a.p. 1594,

659. The Jews of Spain were long distsnguished,




Rot only for wealth, but for seientific attainments. The
most eminent physicians in the nation were Jews. They
also acquired considerable landed possessions. This
long continued prosperity was at length disturbed, at the
commencement of the Fifteenth century, by the bigotry
of the Popish clergy, who brought the most absurd and
ungrounded charges against them.

640. On the accession of Ferdinand and Isabella, see
Sec. 594,) and the subversion of the Moorish power, a most
cruel persecution of the Jews commenced, which was
aided by the inquisition ; aud an edict was atlength issued,
A.D. 1492, commanding them to quit the realm. They
were al a loss for a refuge,—and multitudes perished,
under the most painful circumstances. Spain was thus
deprived of more than half a million of her most industrious
subjects,—and the loss has affected the national pros-
perily ever since.

641. The Jews had found their way to England, in
the time ol the Seeons. They were unmolested by the
earlier Norman kings; but in the reign of Henry 1I., large
sums were extorted from them. Uuder Richard I., they
suflered here, as on the continent, from the fanaticism of
the Crusades. King John shewed them favour, but only
that he might avail himself of their wealth, which he ex-
torled by the most eruel means. During the long reign of
Henry IIL, they suffered much from merchants, who were
Jealous of their gains.—and from the clergy, who instigated
the populace to acts of violence. Edward 1. expelled them
from the kingdom, a.p. 1290, They are said then to have

been 15,000 in number.

642. The Northern coast of Africa, aud the district of
Abyssinia, afforded a refuge to many of the Jews who fled
from persecution. Inthe East, they were widely dispersed,
al a very early period; and the remote regions of India
and € hina continued Lo afford them an abode, where they
were found in considerable numbers, by travellers during
the middle ages.

645. Palestine, with its capital, Jerusalem, was,
involved in the general condition of the Eastarn Empire
during its decline,—and fell under the power of the
Mohammedans, 4.p. 1455 ; in which state it has eontinued
ever since; in fullilment of our Saviour’s prophecy, “Jeru-
salem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

Tue Procress or Encrisa LITERATURE To

THE CLosE oF THE Firteentn CeNTURy.

644. During (he “dark ages,” the knowledge of letters
was confined to the clergy. The inmales of the monsteries
were employed in transeribing manueripts,—but their
literature consisted chiefly of the legends of the “saints,”
which had superseded the inspired Seriptures. There
were few wrilers of authentie history, in England.
During the Eighth century, “the Venerable Bede,” a monk
in Northumberland, compiled his Ecclesiastical History;




bie also (ranslated the Gospel of John into Saxon.

645. The writings of the ancients were mtroduced to
Eurnp‘e, by means of the Arabians, (see Sec. 598.) and the
eslalimllshmenl; of Universities, by Charlemagn'e on the
conlinent, and by Alfred, in England, promoted l;arnin
01} the conquest of Encland by the Normans, intercourft;
with the confinent had a favourable influence; Lunfmnlc
(see Sec: 475,)and Anse/m, with other foreign eeulesiastic;
were distinguished scholars. In the reign of Slephen’
Geoffrey of Monmouth wrote a | istory of Britain; whicl;
was followed by other works of the same charaute’r,—-hut

I?he mn_nlfish writers blend with historical facts much
superstitions fietion.

646. Though the pogress of Philosophy was impeded
by the prevalence of the scholastic system, (see Sec. b47,)
Phere were men of vigorous mind, engaged in such
Investigations, whose labours were not enhlirély [ruitless;
while some, like Roger Bacon, (see See. 548,) ventured tt;
exler‘ul- their enquiries: and, at the risk of persecution, as
magicians, announced discoveries of greal importance.

647. Poelry was cultivated in the Thirteenth and
E‘nurleenlh centuries, by the Troubadours, in France,
Spain, and ltaly. They were minstrels, who sang Lheir
own compositions. Many of the princes who engalqe:l in
the crusades, among whom was Richard 1. of Eneland,
cultivated this art. In the Fourteenth century ﬂum?ished
Dante, the livst lalian poel of eminence,—and €'haucer,
the lather of English poetry.

The speeies of literature known by the designation, “ Romance,"” ori-
rinated in the ideas that prevailed durving the age of chivalry (see Sec.
507). The term is derived from the Romaic language, corruption
of Latin, in which these compositions were written. The Adventures
of Prince Arvthur, and the Knights of the Round Table,—with those
of Charlemagne and his Twelve Peers, wero the most popular; and
from these were borrowed many works of fiction of a later period.

O

648. The Historians or “Chroniclers” were numerous
in the monasteries,—ol whom Matthew of Westminsler,
and Thomas of Walsingham, conlribute most to English
history. The events of the period demanded the service of
anolher class of wrilers,—such were Froissart and Mon-
gtrellet, two French gentlemen, who obtained their in-
formation from personal intercourse with the different
courts of Europe ; and who have thus transmitted a lively
representation ol the manners of their time, in connection

with the facts which they relate.

649. The spirit of religious enquiry whieh prevailed
at this period, excited a powerful influence. Among scho-
lars, the Seriptures were read in the ancient languages;
but in England, the benefit was greatly extended, by
Wyeliffe’s translation of the Bible, and by the labours of
itinerant preachers. Copies ol the Seriplures were mul-
tiplied, and were eagerly read,—but there needed a
facility for their increase, beyond that which the slow
process ol transeription admitted, and this was provi-
dentially afforded by the invention of Printing.

650. Printine. The first and rodest altempts were
made, al Lhe beginning of the Fifteenth century, by means
of impressions from engraved wooden blocks, or stamps.




The substitution of types, containing each a single letter,
for blocks confaining an entire page. is an invention
attributed to Laurence Coster, of Haerlem, or to John
Gnllenberg, A.D. 1445,

651. The art was rapidly improved by Guttenberg,
Faust, and Schoeffer; and, was brought to such completion,
A.D. 1455, as to enable them to print the entire Bible in
Latin. Fausl's press was established in the city of Mentz,
and the persons employed were bound by an engagement
of secrecy: but, in the wars of that period, the city was
stormed. A.p. 1462; and the workmen, being dispered,
carried the invention with them to different parts of
fsurope. =
Within Thirty eight years frpm the capture of Mentz, and the dis-

persion of the printers, the press was busy in at least 7wo Hundred
and Tiwenty different pluoces thronghout Europe, and the number of
printing presses was far above a thousand

652. The [irst printing press in England was es-
tablished by William Camton, in the reign of Edward IV.,
A.D. 1474, The works which he published were chiefly
his own translations from the French, on general subjects,
suiled to the taste of the period. Wyeliffe’s translation of
the Bible was exlensively circulated, and eagerly read:
but the prohibition of it by the clergy, prevented its beeng
printed. The progress ol religious enquiry, ultimately
secured the application of the press to this purpose; and its
effects mark the transition from MippLe, 1o MoODERN
History.
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