
LISTEN TO WIKIPEDIA 
HTTP://LISTEN.HATNOTE.COM

• Bells are additions.

• Strings are subtractions.

• Green circles are anonymous edits 

• Purple circles are bots. 

• White circles are brought to you by Registered 
Users like you.

See also: seealso.org



WIKIMEDIA’S FAMILY OF
OPEN KNOWLEDGE PROJECTS

https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Our_projects

Wikimedia 
Tool Labs



WIKIMEDIA PROJECTS

• Free

• Multilingual (in over 295 languages)

• Crowd-sourced from volunteers

• Open process

• Around two billion contributions

• Around 80,000 regular contributors

• Around 500 million visitors per month

• About 42 million articles & 36 million 
media files
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ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON (Q1512)
Spouse (P26):              Fanny Stevenson Q3066501
Place of birth (P19):   Edinburgh Q23436
Place of death (P20): Vailima, Samoa Q548806
Father (P22):              Thomas Stevenson Q325068
Educated at (P69):      Edinburgh Uni Q160302
Occupation (P106):    Writer Q38180

Poet Q49757
Novelist Q6625963
Essayist Q11774202
Traveller Q22813352



WIKIMEDIA’S VISION

“Imagine a world in which every single 
human being can freely share in the sum 

of all knowledge.

That’s our commitment.”







449 CITATIONS



eng l i sh  
deutsch  
cata là   
日本語
ру́ сский  

español   
لعربیة ا

svenska   
f rança i s   
中文
nederl ands  
m a g y a r   
תירבע

italiano  
portuguê s  
türkçe
mi nang kab au  
c y m ra e g   
Қазақша  

esperanto  
taga log   
c y m ra e g   
æ  ెలtగt

l a tv iešu  
bosanski   
Беларуская  

(тарашкевіца)  
m a l a g a sy   
diné bizaad

arpi tan

سَ 

  ქართულიھوَ 

Македонски  

shqip
basa jawa  
Нохчийн  

māori

l ëtzebue rg e s c h
मराठh
Ís l enska

नेपालभाषा
srpskohrvat ski /

c рпскохрватски

தமி

@tatarça  / татарча  

ودرا

Українська  

فارسی

norsk (bokmål )   
s u o m i

bahasa i ndonesi a   
cрпски/srpski  
čeština

한국어
bahasa melayu  
română

a u n d

ไ ท

ย ََ

euskarasl ovenč i na   
d a n s k   
Български  

Беларуская  

krèyol ayi syen  
b r e z h o n e g   
hrvatski   
Հայերեն  

sl ovenšč i na

മലയാ

ളം粵語
सं\कृतम
Nāhuat l   
Иронау  

afr ikaans  
ga l e g o   
nynorsk  
hह¤द2  

Eλληνικά  

pi emontèi s   
latina  
w inaray
si nug boa no ng   
bini saya

tiếng việt
n o u o r m a n d / n o r m pol ski

soomaal i

a zərbaycanca   
l ietuvių  

occi tan
ଓଡ଼ିଆ

বাাংলা

eest i   
o’zbek  
Башҡорт

پنجابی مکھی شاه

gaei lge  
မြန်ြာဘာသာ

l umbaart   
f rysk

 ె
Тоҷикӣyorùbá  
arag onés  
Чăваш  

scots  
ki swahi l i   
Кыргызча  

नेपाल2

i do
Kજરાતી

ইমারঠার

িెব®  ె িెপ´য়া

িমণপ রীsi c i l i anu

Vèneto  
tarandí ne

astur ianu
gà i dhl i g   
runa  s i mi   
alemannisch  
basa  sunda  
ಕನŖಡ

ਪੰਜਾਬੀ

አማርኛ
soranî  / کیدرو

inter l ingua  
nnapul i tano  
basa  ug i   
Монгол  

Ž emai tėška   
walon

مصىر
basa   
banyuma sa n  
Yె හල

ني مورزَ 
b â n - l â m - g ú
古文 / 文言文
aymar  
sardu

ª b ែ ខ ¡ រ
K a s zë b s c z i

H a k - kâ - fa  / 客家話שידִיי
Føroyskt   
cаха тыла  

boari sch

plat tdüütsch
kurdî  / كیدرو 
kernewek / ka r nu  
a c
rumants c h  
Удмурт кыл  

吴语
emi l i àn e  
rumag nòl   
Перем Коми  

تىلى ئۇیغرۇ

seel tersk  
d z h u d e z m o   
l í g uru  
fur l an  
Ślůnski  
mal t i
অসমীয়া

c h a v a c a n o d e   
z a m b o a n g a   
avañe’ẽ  

picard
पाhऴ

g a g a u z   
r ipoar i sch  
eng l i sc   
inter l ing ue  
bahsa a c è h   
est reme ñ u
dolnoserbski

hornjoserbsce  
l i mburg s  
ka p a m p a n g a n   
sámeg iel la   
I l okano

Кырык Мары
corsu  
fiji h i ndi

Олык Марий
bikol
贛語
nordfr i i sk   
བོ ད ་ སྐ ད

Русиньскый  

گیلکی

भोजपर2  

nedersaksi sc h  
Võro

پ÷تو
 ََ w e s t -
v l a m s تركمن / Туркмен  

pangasina n  
zazaki   
მარგალური  

ga e l g
Коми  

ze ê u w s   
qı r ımtatarca   
vepsän

Today

42 million articles 

in  295 different 

language 
Wikipedias



• 80,000 regular contributors (of which only 3000 

or so are considered ‘very active’ Wikipedians.

• 500 million visitors per month

• 1.5 billion monthly unique devices

• The fifth most popular website in the world.

• Trusted more than the BBC, ITV,  the Times,  theTelegraph, 

The Guardian and more according to Yougov survey (2014).

https://yougov.co.uk/news/2014/08/09/more-british-people-trust-wikipedia-trust-news/


List of Wikipedias



REDRESSING THE GENDER GAP



THE FEEDBACK LOOP –
THE VISIBLE VS. THE INVISIBLE

• Instant Feedback 
Loop.

• The rich get richer 
and the poor may 
disappear entirely.

1. Things that are more 

visible (e.g. on Wikipedia)….

2. become more 

visible (e.g. in 
Google)

• 3. and more 
written 

about (e.g. 
in the press)

• 4. and therefore 
more visible (to 

the public) 

5. and more written about 

(e.g. on Wikipedia: and now 
you have a media source!)



“Knowledge creates understanding

– understanding is sorely lacking

in today’s world.”
Katherine Maher, Executive Director Wikimedia Foundation December 2016.

Why is this important?



Pillars of 
Wikipedia

By Thermos (Thermos) (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia 

Commons 

Extra Reading
Wikipedia:Five pillars
Wikipedia:Neutral point of view
Wikipedia:No original research
Wikipedia:Reliability
Wikipedia:Verifiability
Wikipedia:Conflict of Interest
Wikipedia:Identifying reliable sources

View Wikipedia’s Policies & 
Guidelines on Media Hopper
http://tinyurl.com/hatvctb



1. An encyclopedia

5. No firm rules4. Respect and civility

3. Free content that anyone 

can use, edit and distribute

2. Neutral point 

of view

The five pillars of Wikipedia BE BOLD
NOT RECKLESS



AVOID PEACOCK TERMS 
AND 

WEASEL WORDS

Examples of peacock terms

an important...
one of the most 

prestigious...
one of the best...

the most influential... a significant... the great...

Examples of weasel words

Some people say... ...is widely regarded as... ..is widely considered...

...has been called... It is believed that...

It has been 

suggested/noticed/deci
ded...

Some people believe... It has been said that... Some would say...

Legend has it that... Critics say that...
Many/some have 

claimed...



Things to bear in mind.
By JZ85 (Own work) [GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) 
or CC BY-SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/b
y-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

★Topic should meet Wiki’s 
standards of notability

★No original research -
“verifiability not truth”

★Avoid conflict of interest

By JZ85 (O

Original Research:
This refers to material –
such as facts, 
allegations and ideas 
– for which no reliable, 
published sources 
exist.

This includes any 
analysis or synthesis of 
published material 
that serves to reach or 
imply a conclusion 
not stated by the 
sources.



Avoid accusations of conflict of interest & 
‘sock puppetry’.’



WHAT’S A 
RELIABLE 
SOURCE?

• Wikipedia is based on reliable, 
published sources with a reputation 
for fact-checking & accuracy.

• Academic and peer-reviewed 
scholarly material is often used.

• High quality mainstream publications 
also.

• Internet blogs are not considered 
reliable whereas BBC/CNN tend to be 
thought of as reliable. 

• If no reliable sources can be found on 
a topic then Wikipedia should not 
have an article on it.

So, if available, academic & peer-reviewed 
publications are usually the most reliable sources.

Other reliable sources include:
• University-level textbooks
• Books published by respected publishing houses
• Magazines
• Journals
• Mainstream newspapers



Open a browser and type www.Wikipedia.org
in the address bar at the top of the page

http://www.wikipedia.org/


Watch Navigating Wikipedia’s Front 
Page on Media Hopper:

http://tinyurl.com/gsk2ljy

Watch the structure of a featured 
article on Media Hopper:

http://tinyurl.com/jykqvbv



Time to get 
editing!

Go to ‘Preferences’ at the top of the screen and go to 

the ‘Editing’ tab.

Untick where it says:

Temporarily disable the visual editor while it is in 

beta

Click ‘Save’.



Time to create your first page – add the line ‘This is my sandbox’ 
then click Save with an edit summary of ‘Created my sandbox’.

The Sandbox is your own personal 
play area.

This is where you draft articles.

Click on the red ‘Sandbox’ link at 
the top of the screen.

This will open the sandbox up.

To edit you can use:
Create (Visual Editor) or 
Create Source (the Source Editor)

Click the ‘Create’ tab. 



Time to get 
editing!

Go to ‘Preferences’ at the top of the screen and go to 

the ‘Editing’ tab.

Untick where it says:

Temporarily disable the visual editor while it is in 

beta

Click ‘Save’.

Let’s create your userpage now



Time to get 
editing!

Go to ‘Preferences’ at the top of the screen and go to 

the ‘Editing’ tab.

Untick where it says:

Temporarily disable the visual editor while it is in 

beta

Click ‘Save’.

Switch to Visual Editor if prompted



Time to get 
editing!

Go to ‘Preferences’ at the top of the screen and go to 

the ‘Editing’ tab.

Untick where it says:

Temporarily disable the visual editor while it is in 

beta

Click ‘Save’.

Switch to Visual Editor by clicking the ‘Create’ tab at the top of the screen.



A basic How-To guide...

1. Headers

2. Bold / italic 
3. Bullet point lists & Numbered lists

4. Internal links / External links

5. Citations & references

6. Adding categories

7. Adding pictures
8. Adding infoboxes

★ Talk pages (Use ~~~~ to sign your Username).



1. Prepare your 

article in your 

Sandbox

2. Search for the 

article title.

3. Click “Create”  

4. Copy & 

paste…

5. Add {{new 

user article}} 

to TALK.

• When beginning a new article first check it hasn’t 
already been written about on Wikipedia by doing a 
search.

• Then when beginning to write it is always a good idea 
to use a similar Wikipedia article as your base 
guideline.



The Wiki-Detective challenge

1. Find today’s featured article & its edit history

2. Who was the most recent contributor? 

3. What did they contribute?

4. Add the page to your watchlist. 

NB: You must be logged in to do this.

5. In which other languages is it written?

6. In which categories does it fall? Extra Reading
Wikipedia:University of Edinburgh
Wikipedia:Statistics
Wikipedia:Reliability
Wikipedia:Verifiability



New users...

{{this is a new user}}

{{New user being 

trained}}



LET’S TALK 
ABOUT 

MARKUP
Just a little bit...

{{this is a new user}}

{{New user article}}

Signing talk pages -
~~~~

[[Category:Wikipedians
in Scotland]]

{{reflist}}



Editathon tips...

★ At least 200 words & 3 references

★ Add {{new user article}} to Talk

★ Add categories at the bottom!

★ Read ‘Wikipedia:Manual of Style’ 

★ Sign talk page messages ~~~~

★ Save your work regularly with an ‘edit 

summary’ each time.



THANKS
FOR 
TAKING PART!

JOIN THE SCOT-WIKI MAILING LIST: 
HTTP://LISTS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG.UK/MAILM
AN/LISTINFO/SCOTWIKI

http://lists.wikimedia.org.uk/mailman/listinfo/scotwiki




CONTENT TRANSLATION
HTTPS://WWW.MEDIAWIKI.ORG/WIKI/CONTENT_TRANSLATION



Wikipedia in Education

• The Wiki Education Course 
Extension

• The Wiki Education 
Dashboard

• Wikipedia Education 
Outreach - Resources

• Etherpad notes from recent 
Wiki Education Course 
Leaders Event in London

• Playlist of 12 brand new 
Wikipedia in Education 
videos on Youtube

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_Program:University_of_Edinburgh/Selected_Themes_in_World_Christianity_(Autumn_2016)
https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/
https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Education/Resources
https://piratenpad.de/p/Wikimedia_Course_Leaders_Event
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVx9pX-VnGViiRftTk84fvO9XTVQ_oZ9w


TOOL TO SELECT A RANDOM WIKIPEDIA ARTICLE TO WORK ON

CITATION HUNT

A TOOL WHICH 'SCORES' A WIKIPEDIA PAGE. (TICK THE 
CHECKBOX FOR WP10 ONCE YOU'VE SELECTED ENWIKI FROM 
THE DROPDOWN MENU)

FLICKR2COMMONS TOOL

FREE IMAGE SEARCH TOOL

TOTAL EDITS IN WIKIMEDIA PROJECTS

TOOLS

https://tools.wmflabs.org/wiki-todo/
https://tools.wmflabs.org/citationhunt/en?id=a11c047c&cat=all
https://ores.wmflabs.org/ui/
https://tools.wmflabs.org/flickr2commons/
https://tools.wmflabs.org/fist/fist.php?
https://tools.wmflabs.org/wmcounter/


“Wikipedia is not the bottom  
layer of authority, nor the top,  
but in fact the highest layer  
without formal vetting. In this  
unique role, it serves as an  
ideal bridge between the  
validated and unvalidated  
Web.”

Casper Grathwohl
Chronicle of Higher Education

http://chronicle.com/article/article-content/125899/

http://chronicle.com/article/article-content/125899/

