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y

? SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS
i
b

OIKAWA, in response to a question by Diet Member KUBOI
denies British charges that Japan outfitted or supplied various
Germen raiders operating in the Pacific, and affirms that
’ Germany denies that the raiders were flying the Japanese flag.

Secondly OIKAWA assures thatHouse that measures have been
taken to "bring the Japanese Navy up to the limits of
autonomous safety against the expansion of the U.S.

NavydV
OIKAWA also agreed that Japan as "defender of Greater East
aAsla" should have greater armaments than in the past,
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SINUTES OF THE 76TH IMPERIAL DIET LOWRR HOUSE
JUDGET COMMITTEE (EXCERPT)

(JANUARY 26, 1941)

Minister of State OIKAWNA:-

Referring to u¥r. KUBOI's present interrogation in regard
to the hostile asction taken by GERMAN conmerce raiders against
SRITAIN near AUSTRALIA, which has appeared in the newspapers, I
believe this to be a fact. However, the report that the said
ships wore fitted out in JAPAN SE ports -- as is believed among
& certain seotion of people in BRITAIN -- ig totally untrue.
Furthermore, there is also no truth Whatsoever in the report
that JAPAN 1is replenishing these raiders by means of JAPAN'SE
ships. These reports are wholly groundless. Although the
SRITISH claim also that the said commeroe raiders were flying
the JAPANESE flag and that they bore JAPANESE markings, according
to the GERMAN Government's roply to the EMPIRE's /T.¥, JAPAN's/
protest, the GERMAN Covernment too has denied the affair. This
represents practically the actual facts about the matter.

i-lllll'.llill".

I belicve that, in his present interrogation, lir,
iU80I's questions are

Firstly, as regards what preparations the NAVY pogsesses
againset this critical situation, and

Secondly, at this juncture when the Us. 5. Havy is
believed to be engaged in its gigantic expansion, have any
Preparations been made to expand the JAPANESE Navy?

As regards the first question as to what preparations
the TAVY has for coping with the situation, my reply to this is
that the NAVY hes given this matter its careful consideration and
nas made thorough preparations for dealing with the worst possible
situation. As for details thereof I of course do not think that
there is any need of mentioning same.

As for the second question as to what expansion program
the JAPANESE Wavy possesses against the expansion of the U. 3. Navy,
care has been taken to show some consideration in the budget draft
already submitted this year as wellas the budget draft that will be
submitted hereafter to bring the JAPANESE Navy up to the limits of
autonomous safety azainst the expansion of the U.3. Navy. Please
rest your mind at east on that point., That is all I say as my reply,
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I shall give a summarized reply to the three points
contained in Mr. KUBOI's present interrogation. It is true that,
as Mr. Kuboi has just argued, although I cannot give amccurate
figures in regard to the ratio between the warship construction
expenditure of the U, S, and that of JAPAN, it is true that same
nas in general become several times more. Consequently, if I
should perchance be able to regeive the gigantic expansion
expenditure of the U. 8., it is certain that we would be able to
oquip ourselves with greater armaments than what the U, S, is
about to furnish herself with, Although such is the case, what
is known as armaments is, as you are aware, not only a question
of quantity. The question of quality also oomes into consideration.
If devices characteristic of the JAPANESE Navy should be applied
and characteristic new arms of service should be set up, it cannot
necessarily be said that we must spend the same amount of money as
the U. 8, in order to also oppose the U, S, fleet built at a
gigantic cost. As for JAPAN, she has a certain confidencs of
success on that point. Althoupgh I cannot give a detailed reply
a8 to how many warships and how many planes, my idea is to establish
reliable armaments considered as negessary by the JAPANESE Navy
for making us confident of success againat practically eany kind
of emergency, regarding a part of which I have, as already
mentioned a little while ago, been favoured with your kind
approval and intend to also receive your approval hersafter as
woll as they steadily come to appear in future budgets. As for
the remark as to whether there should not be some difference
between the armaments of JAPAN as in the past and that of JAPAN
in charge of defending the GREATER EAST ASIA CO-FROSPERITY SPHERE,
I am also in full mccord. I hope that these points will be
carefully interwoven with our present armaments program, which
please note.
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Statement of Source and Authenticit
M

I, SATO, Tomoo hereby certify that I am officially connected

with the Japanese Covernment in the following capacity: Secretarv of the
——————l st e ————

Cabinet, Japaiese Government and that as such official I have custody of
the document hereto attached consisting of Copy of speech of Admiral

%ﬁ hiro made before the Committee, excer ted from original
record o proceedings of the 76th Imperial Diet, dated 26 Jan., 1941,

and described as follows: Lxtraction of Admiral QIKAWA, Koshiro's

speea-h_made before the Budget Committee of the 76th Diet Session.

.Ifurthef certify that the attached record and document is an official
document of the Japanese Government, and that it is part of the official
archives and files of the following named ministry or department (specifying
also the file number or citation, if any, or any other official designation
of the regular location of the document in the archives or files):

Japanese Cabinet.

Signed at Tokyo on this
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Witness: /U, Vlw)i¢ re MALT ‘ LAL

Secretarz of the Cabinet
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I'yHeprv A Dolan Jn.hereby certify that I am associated with the
General Headquarters of the supreme Commander for the allied Powers,

and that the above certification was obtained by me from the above signed

official of the Japanese Government in the conduct of my official business,

on this

, 1947
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