Date and Time: 230 Mareh 1946, 1350 - 1615 hours

! Sugeme Prison, Tokyo, Japan

! NATSUDKA, Yosuke
Lt. Omdr, Joha D. Shea, USHR, Interrogator
Miss Clara 3. Knapp, Stenographer

these bBooklets and pamphlets.
2o% have recerd of at present, dut those that
Shrough, thea, commencing with 1931,

years before I joined the government; no,

A. tmh.ﬂ!mmmwmyhdmlmmuuw
prefecture.

@ Tou were an NP. - And what party did you represeat?
A. SAITUEAI Party.
Q. According to IFS Document #485, there wae a Dook which was pudlished

in July 1931 by yourself, entitled "Changing Memchuris and Momgolia.' Do
you recall that pudlieation?

A. Yeu.
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r not that substantially states
"The dook contains speeches and

and Momgolia. are Parlisseatary inquiries %o Foreign NMinister
SHIDEEARA and MATSUDA.-- page 106. The inquiry of Jamuary 193) criticires
Shidehara's foreign pelicy because it is Moo sudeervient® to America in order
to maintain friendly relatione with her, and ‘considers only the feelings of
security on the side of the American people, vwithout thinking of the feeling
of security and the pride of the Japanese."--page 226. In the speech of
July 1931 the impertance of the Manchuria and Nongelia is stressed (a) from
the standpoint of mationsl defemse and (b) economically and (o) as '1ifeline
of the Empire' from which Japen must withdraw.

"In additien to 2ll this, and aside from the question of the exiatence or
non-existence of Japanese emigration, territorial scquisition or investments,
the historical relationship bdetwesa Joapan and Namnchuris and Meongolia 1is
written with the bdlood of sacrifice; therefore Manchuria and Mongolia must de
held at all cost against any other mation.*

This book was pudlished im July 1931, shortly before the Menchurian Imeident.
Is that correct? .

A. Yes.

Qe That sudestantially cemprises the contente of the bdook and some of the
statemente?

A. Yes. A4 collection of spesches and articlee onr.' I Shink, six or seven
years, collected by some Rewspapermen.

Q. Your speeches and articles, or that .I someone else?
A. Mine,

G Nov, aceordingly. Decument 477 IPS is a Dook entitled "Unrest Over the
¥hole of Bash Asia,” by NATSUOXA, Yosuke, dated 25 Septeabder 1931. It is

writtea in the Japanese language. The baskground is made especizlly in
reference to Nancauria and the NAKANURA incideat. Do you recall aay

Bakamurs incident?! What i¢ meant by that?

A. Yoo, I think it was Nakasura who was killed in Nengolia. In Inner
Nongolia while he was traveling. He was apparently killed by Chinese redels.

QR He wvas 2 Lieutenant, was he 2o, in the Army?

A. Yes, and doudiless killed by Ghineses treeps.




G+ "This book shows expansionist ideas as far dack es 1931, and his views
on Manchurian-Japanese relations. Ee states ac 2 bdasis principally
"Manchuria and Nongolia are the 1ifeline of Japan.' On pege 1 he complaine
about the eecrecy which commonly surrounds diplomatic affairs in Japen,
citing the fact that the Foreign Minister has not made any announcement
regarding the Bombosson ingident, which is & Japanese spelling of a Chinese
place name, and the Korea incident which occurred two months earlier,

on page 5. In the chapter dealing with Russia he predicte that no con-
certed action on Eussia and the U. 5. will be forthooming, on page 21,
Hegarding the Nakamura incident, he attributes it to the Chinese atrocities
and the weakness of the Shidehara foreign policy. The Chinese Foreign
Ninieter OSETA (Japanese promunciastion for Ckinese name) stated to Japanese
newspaper man on August 3, 'According to our inveetigations the Nalamure
incldent was proven to be fictitious and made up by the Japaneee, !
rortmm.y. m:. has recently recognized that the incident was true
after 2l1."

Now, do you recall that Yook and the title and the quotations which I have
read to you from i%!?

A. Yes, and the title may better de translated as "The Shaking of Last
Mia from Ite Very Toundation." Or just as you have it. That was written
ia 2 day, overnight. 1 dictated it to 2 man.

Yo V¥Well, that is gquite an accomplishment, ien't 1t7 Is it 2 lorge volume?
A. ¥o, 2 very thin book, a pamphlet of forty-some pages.

4 That was published September 25 19317

A. Yes, thereabouts.

4 Having {h mind that the Manchurian Incident occurred 18 September.

Ae Yes, that vas written defore.

% D44 the wurder, or alleged wurder of this Jieutenant Nakemura have any
connection, Mr. Mateuwoka, with the Manchurian Incident?

A. Neo, I doa't think se.

% The next document, No. 615 IPS, is en extract from the Daily Manchurian
confidential files. It has reference to "Mr, Matsuoka, one INUKAI and
TOSHIZANA and aleo MATSUZO Yogai, on the sudbject matter of establishing
puppet govermments. A letter dated 15 February 1932 from MATSUZO Yogai,
Ninister of Foreign Affaire, to Gemeral SUGIYAMA, Vice Minister of Yar,
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&° %0 Shanghai at the roquest of Prinme Ninister
Inukai and Foreign Minigter Yoshizawn, ag personal represecatative.

Q- letter dated 15 ) 4 1932, fres Matsuse to General Sugiyama,
hﬂdhmtnln hﬁ.mp to Shanghai ot the request of Prime
Kizister Imukni isn Toshisawe, does

exis

state a fact that 4i4

clash between America
ue S0 smopth over,




A. Tes, my purpese in order te preveat the possidility of a Buropean war

Q. Nowv, Document No. 481, IPS, 1s a "ecollection of addresses which MNr.
Notsuoka, Ambasssdor Plenipoteantiary, made in NMay 1933, VWritten in the
Japanese language. This deok contains addresses by Nr. Matsuoka in
connection with the Manchurisn Incident and subsequent exit of Japan frem
the League of Nations: An English $rensletion of the speeches -- ¥No, 8,
"East is East and Veet is Vest®, Chicage, droadecast ia Apri) 1933; ¥eo. 11
at the Chicage Foreign Affairs Association, snd Ne, 12, "Bayomara" Speech,
can be fousd in the aimesgraphed cellsetion of addresses, ete.. by Mr.
Mateuoka, on file in this dooument. - The statement regarding the incident
of Septeuder 18 193] includes the following: “The incident of September 18
of last year was merely an oppertunity cutting the vire that was alresdy
stretehed to extreme. Thet is %o say, it wvae csused by & single destruction
of a railwvay line, which was overleooked ia other cases, but was grave on the
above-mentionsd Dackgrownd. The Japanese Army stationsd along the railway
took immediate silitary setion. It was maturel that this aray, composed
of 14,000 men, was well prepared for an unforesecen event for the sake of
self-protection, surreunded, as {% was, by Obungiking's 300,000 men equipped
vith fighting planes and the most wodern wespens Chima ever hed." BKe
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vithdraval from the Lesgue. He claims that slmest all of the intelligent
public in France, Gersany, Holland, England and in the U.S5.A. sympathise
vith and support Jepan's position.™

Do you receall that?
A, Yes, substantially correct.

Q. Well, in substance are the snalysis and statements contui-nd therein,
to the dest of your recoiiection, correct!?

A. Jes,

3. Document 483 IPS s a booklet “Anpes nese
s from the Party’ by Kr, Mateugka, pubdlished by the Osaka Mainuchi
and Fichi Wichi, December 1933, Summary of relevant pointes -- the

content of this pamphlet is & speech by Nr, Matsuoka, "Japan is Unsuited
for Diplomscy snd It Is Unnecessary to Japan," Diplomecy i only 2 bad
reflection of the true character of a mation. -~ page 6. "I despise
diplosacy. I went to Gemeva with the intention of revealing the trus
charagter of Japen %o the ¥estern world., I firmly believe that I succeeded

in this respect.”

The diplomatic difficulties of Japan he attributes %o the Japanese
themselves, for being superior to others. "It is mstural thet many
diplomstic troudles will occur bBecause the Japanese people are superior to
others.” Finally, "There is no power in nature to prevent a mation destined
by God to decome powerful.' -- page 26 a=nd 27.

Page 2 of document 488, -- The booklet contains evidence of his early
sdmiration of Mussolini and Hitler. "Bemite Mussolial is the only one who
{s showing the seed for 2 nev era, MNussolini says 'The individual eshould
sserifice himself for the good of the metion.' The Vestern eivilisation
is worthless without this sserifice. Mr. Hitler is making progress aleng
the same philesophy. What is the cancer of eiviliszation in Europe and
Amsrical They show symptoms of the corrupted civilization of today. Ve
camnot profit by digesting the remmants of Westernm civilization.'” -- page 59.

'

Do you recall that?

A, No, I don't recall, but I wust say them. In this pamphlet compiled of
my speeches, many misquotations and errors.

A. Vell, this was done in December 1933,
A, ¥No, wait, Nven those. 1 Sook 2o troudble in correcting.

-
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Qe xmmm.mmml—-ummutm

A hu.!-rthionulhum.thmiooflh-. Although many,
88 I bave said, errors and misguetations.

Q. Inn.mthy-ht-unlhphum or are they Sechanical?
A. U-n.lnunuudth-mmum. but that doesn't matter.

A. TFot Hitler axactly. hthuhaluhrmnmn-ho.muty.
He comes fyom Socisliss. I was wmbchiag hin.

S It says here, "Nr. lulnultl.mdﬂtbammlm.'
A. Tes, that is the way I felt.
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nnmmm-mu-.







.
E
A

!
|

1" Thie m.::t:.:.."

Natewoks entitled

associations

' “11.




- -t & £
& &
““m .

Q. Vell, I will continue and read the rest of Shis. It is highly impertant,
Nr. Natsuwoka, if you disagree with this that you do make a statement so as
to keep the record clesr. Reading from the same as the worde "one
party systea" - "NHe refers to twe previous articles on the same sub ject
published in December 1953 issuwe of 'Kaisze' and in the issue of Decembder 15
1933 issue of "Shows Ishin" and the "Showa Restoration" respectively. The
latter magasine is the organ of the Association for the Disselution of the
0ld Political Parties.” He writes, "Fhis is the time for discussion by
action. I think that action is the disselution of the 0ld parties now."

—— ’t ’-

"The reason why those in leading positions don't wake wp is the fact
that the ecomomic conditions here are mot as difficult as in Furope or in the
U-S.L' == P 9.

“One country, one poliey (kokutal) is the origin of all Japen, to whieh
wve should retura at onge®, -- Pe 19,

‘Unless the gemeral pudlic im Japan realises the fact that an outbreak
of war is just ahead, it {s almost impeeidle to have the existing political
parties mm unite." -- Pe 28.

Nr. Natsuoka agrees with the gemerally expressed viev of Tomita Xojire
at a frieadship party of Sayukai and Ninmito that Japen should not follew
Germany and Italy as examples. However, he disagrees on the question of
cooperation Detween the existing parties as in Bngland, sinece in Jepan meny
people de not delong te any party. A union of political parties would not
seal & union of the whole mation." -- p. 36.

"In Japan there are many who oppose those letting the politieal parties
sduinister the country any leonger." -- p. 37.

¥hen asked “what comes after the disselution of the old parties”? he
answers "I have a plan %o be carried out after 1%, dut 1t s not yet the
time %o follow it. Vhet I aim at is the ereation of an admosphere in which
2y plan can be put iate eperation.”

¥hon asked "Is 1% your plan to advecate Faclisml" he replies that the
question is rather vague, dut that there may bde something that looks 1ike
the estadlishunent of Facisn wnder Musselini in the plan he envisions for the
era after the Showa Restoration. However he finds Leninism and Fascish
impractical in Japan, and advocates "Nipponien" instead.

¥hen the dissolution is achieved, the mission of the "Saite Kaise
Renmay® is fulfilled, and i%s existence should end. At thet tine, mamy of
the same Delief may remsin and organise a nev and radically different

Japanese type of party. -- p. 53,




), political parties behave for a time
| shey shov signs of self-reflection
decisive attitude of the military

the military men and the people give
enough powver to them, they would immediately follow the old selfish spiris.
dare to plot the separation
from

How, Ny, Natsuoka, in this Deeok as I reecall previous examination,
there appears here and there this reference X and X. What do you mean
that?

Generally, I think some word dletted out by the government.

Vell, it loses its sense. "Separation of X and X, which would de dread-
ful." .

A. Ia these days, very often books have X.

Q All right. That is= on page O7. 'Aﬁpr the disselution of the parties a

few more opinicns may appear. Small greups like Keseirai and the Koyu eclud
(analyst's notet -~ These were groups in the House of Peers.)

'L. Tes, those are associations.

S "will be welcomed." - p. 63. "What I am werried about is the prodles
of securing wnity in the coming for or five years, which will be & $ine of
great srisis. If war breaks out I shall step the movement for the abelition
of political parties oa that very day, bGecause thea it will not be necessary
te talk about sush thiags.® -- p. 5.

;yu!um”tumm.uumtmuu»
s X

A. Tes, very oftema X X.




Q..lhtmll,ummu’hnotthﬂ If the goverameat had
stricken out those words.

A, 'ua-numu._tummd.uwngmmunu.xx.-t
Q. Does that mean a revelution, or whet?
A. Maybe revelution.

Q. "It won't step withous seeing X X.* (Again Nr. Matsuoka uses X X instead
of words in this place. The words are probably "revolution" and "lood."

A, Vell, th.nu-.t doesa'talloy the use of those words.

Q. "fhis I want to aveid. I vish S0 find a way %o save modera civilisation
w.m-mnmuummmuuum-w.n

- deadlock, Ny drean for tomerrov will be realized.” Dated December 20 1934.
Do you recsll that?

A. Iz s semse I reecall i%.
Q. Vas that subetantially how you fell ea that subjeet!?
A. Yes.

Qe nmm_l%m_m.--m,; book the title of which
is "2 Yosuke.Y Now, this book was written upen the
request of Shimemoks Yasabure, President of the Bastera Cultural Institute
(Tohe Busks Gakkai) emterprise. It contains sa eathusiastic sppraisal and
biegraphy of Nadsuska, folloved by $wo essays by Mr, Hatewoka, "Step
Rivalry, Reconciliste” and the "Missicn of the Japanese Race." De you

¥o, I have never resd i%.
m.mmwummwmmuunum-mx.

1 don't reecall it. I heard his name dut I am not very intisate with hin.
¥ell, 414 you write an essay "Step Rivalry and Reconsiliate*?

1 den't reecall.

Asd 414 you write anether one "Nission of the Japanese Race"?

I den's reeall, '

If you heard the sudbstance read, you might reeall 187

@ i re.-rew
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A. Yes, I might.
document No. 484 IFS, "Speaking about the Nanchurisn
oka. Yosuke, Nay 1957, writtea

Q The next is a _about th
Rails : in the Japanese langusge.
The book contains essays by Mr. Natewka on historic, industrial and

diplematic political developments ia Memehuria, with particular emphasis
“on the rele of the Nemchuriss Raflrvead. In a referense to the Vashingten
conference, he writes, "Ne must never forger this gloomy conference which
was hold on the ene hand for the fulfiliment of the of the U, 6. in
Manchuris and China, and on the other hand for the cating or diminishing
of Jaopan's international position and her special interest there. It 1o
for the preparation of & Dold step that I look dack into the past add that 1

mmmm_umma

The chapter on the NMamchurisn Incident and the Nanchurian Eailroad ie
entitled "Collaberation of the Army snd the Nanchurisa Railresd." After
mwmmm;mmmmmtmum
Aray at the time of the Manchurisn Incibat?® he ansvers this question ia the
tine it teok part in the sacred Sask of

-y "The Mamchurian Incident was indeed an
mumommm'ofmmuwnn

Pe you recall that?

1 am saying or writisg something like that.
This is suppesed to have Deen writtea in Nay 1937,

A.
Q-
A. TYes.

| Q. Asd 414 you feel that way adout these facts and eircumstences theat
A. Tes. mmpﬂnnlymi-ﬂtotMnuumM

Q. BSome parts are?

| A Nerely statement of fachs as we saw them, vhile other parte vere my
opiniens.

Q. Now. the next document s No. 479 IPS. It is & book eatitled "Showe -
Resteratien’ by Matsuska, Yosuke. Dated Jamuary 1938, written in the
Jspanese langeage. Dummary of relevant peints with pege references follows:

Phis is 2 collection of essays writSea by Mr, Matsuoka for the magasine
"Showa Restoration®, orgsn of "The Asseciation for the Abelitien of




Political Parties®, which Nr. Matswska founded ia Decemder of 1933, accord-

ing %o page 1. Added is the essay “Appeal to the Japanese for Seceding

from the Party® which is on file ia the Document Division in a separate

pamphlet. I% shows Nr. Matsuoka is an early advecate of Japanese
totalitarianism decause of the crisis at hand,

In regard to the Shanghai Ingcident, "Some members of Japan's intelli-
gentsin were afraid that these actions carried out dy the Japanese soldiers
ia rightful indignation might de toe rash, dut have they not awakened us
from the organization of defeatism and drivea us to the restoration of the

Japanese spirit.® - p. 77.

He praises the Ketsumeidan (Bloed Brotherhoed Association) incident
and the Nay 15 inecideat for having ashieved in one memning as much as twenty

or thirty years' tesching or presching. In 2 play on worde he desorides
the assassination of the Premier in dread daylight, "met in a dark plet,

but rather a light one."--p. 77 and 78.
ﬁmtndl that bYeok, and series of essays!?

A. T doa'$ recall those words. I used %o always condemn the expansion of
the Ketsumeidan.

Q- Well, if this Dook quoted, as I bave read here, that "1t was not a dark

plet but rather & 1izht one,” referring %¢ the May 15 incideat, would that
be your feeling and attitude on the subjech?

A. Vell, I must see it decause I vas always condemning those who exeguted.

Qe Bid you have the opinien that the intelligenteia of Japan were slarmed
at the action of the military, and Shat they had an aliditude of defeatisn?

A. Vell, soms intelligemtsia yes, and I think the mejority of the
intelligmtsia, I should say. Nayde there, you know, I was pralsing it.
Naybe overstating my case. I simply said for tweaty or thirty years we
are doaten. I merely stated the fasts.

Q- Now, Nr. Natswoka, I would 1like $o ingquire further concerning the
procedure at a so-called Isperial cemferemce. At these Imperial Ceaferences
is there any of the proceedings taken down in writing by some secretary?
A. What do you mean, in the presense of the Huperoer or do you mean

Q- Vell, scooriing %o official reperts there was an Imperial Conferemce
held July 2 1941.

A. That is 2 conference in the presence of the Bmperer.
QR I sssume that 1% is on 2 very high level.




A. Yes, yes. And no record is takem.

Q. This is the type of conference where 1ittle or no discussion is had
on any matter, dut it ie just represented to the Throme that the parties
have agreed on sertain matters, isa't that 14!

A. The goversment agreed. It is merely a report Wt the Chairman of the Privy
Oouncil Sakes part. He is 2ot of the government so he is free to say
saything he thinks fi%. :

knovledge and dealing vith the Japanese goverameat is always referred to
in 2 sanser that would dincate 1t is one of the greatest formality and

A. Hardly any. But just a 1ittle thing, now. For instanse, 1 asked onece
for the of the recogaition of the Chinese goverament in -
until the end of Septesber 1930, Some would like to have it
termingted, and some later. Little things 1ike that. But on the whele,
the main thing is net disputed. And it is very fumay te say. I can't lay
dowa the ruls. Strictly speaking a conferense in the presemse of the

eaperer must be held after the cadinet agreed on the propesitioen.

How adout the high lisisen conferemce! Does that intervene!
1y that. Strietly speaking, wve wust decide

i3 held without the consent of all the cadinet
consent of the members of the highest lisison conference,

but I think strietly speaking that is 1llegal.
Qe

ia resding the interregations of other persons high in the
of Japan, doth eivil and military, 1t 1o ny ispressien that the
on July 2 1941 wae an extremely impertent conferesnce.

Yes.
Asd sccording So the recerd of that conferense, which I have recemtly
exanined, the those whe were in attendance includes your mame.
A. Teos.

!
5

Q. Sow, vy was Shis referred %o as extremely importent conferemce?
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A, Vhether %o Jjoin the Seviet-German war or nos.
Q. I see.

A. That wvas the great question them ia Japan, and we agreed not to Join
the war, nor wvere we obliged te join under the Triparty Pact, ad that vas
decided at the highest liaiseon cenference.

Q I see. Before it was decided by the Imperial Conferemce of 2 July, it
had previowsly deen considered by the high liaisen conference?

A. Tes, and strictly speaking, in my opinien that ought $o0 be put defore
the eadinet members, dut that wvasa'$, I delieve, done. You kmow, that i
mosily out of of the fear that I referred to at Berlin, that o secret
leaks out. ‘

Q. Vell then, the sane question that was presented at the Imperial

Sheir representative in these
*Id -~ if such document is in
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hv.mﬁt-mmmlmﬂnuﬂmnaw
A. %o the best of my memory, B0,

vas agresd upoal

‘l hl'

Qe I)Jﬂwd“rul%utdmmmwtﬁnnmtl-
2

wvord, and establish a firs dasis slf-protection and self-existence.”
Do you recall that that was sanounced at the Isperial conferemeel

A. Be.
% .Had either one of the two demn discuseed at the highest liaison conference!




ovelop that thie negsage
seat from Japan, would you

11 reorganise as

From mel No, thet is all fabrications.

A,

S There is ne dasis, ia your opinien, for a message of that sort?

A. Be.

< hwunum.nlﬂmmmmtfmmofﬂul
A,

ho. I-Mwluhmutm.-dth'tpum
goveraneat office.
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A. The mature of the sudject matter. It was o guestion of great impertance
for Japan to decide, %0 go to war or mnos. .

& Vho first received that message from Germany?! Your O0ffice?
A. Yes. -

Q- ¥Was it ia the nature of a dispatch, or whai?
A. A nessage from Oshimas.

Q. Tour ambassador in Berlin seat a message to you, iaquiring whether or
2ot the Jaspanese goverament would joim the war against Ruseia?

A. Yes. A request from Hisler.

e lq.hmthuﬁmmmtmh.hnn.hMIh.
414 say representative of the German goveramesnt in Jopan, thet is the

snbassador or Stalmer, or anyone from their offices, goverament office,
sake & sinilar request at the same time? :

A. Stalmer was 2ot in Japen them. It was Gemeral Ot$l It is my recollec-
tisn that Ott had mething %o do with i%.

S 1 see. lonm.uum:-tumymrorutiwnm
pumaﬂutm.mm'tmhﬂmmmnturrmm
own eoffice, as Minister, by inforaing thes that at preseat there
vas 2o intention of Japan going to wvar against Ruseial

Bo, I had % dring it to the kmovledge of the Presier.

¥as that question dedated at a meeting of the eabinet!?

No, 1t was placed Dafore the highest Maison conference.

Immediately? VWitheut being pressmnted te the cabinet as 2 whole?

Be, xmrmmmtmmmmm. Then,
the vas made at the linison conference, we teok 1t %o the

Perer




tioniag you make a dtstinetion between request
Foquested or asked or expressed

rely an }uﬂrm




A. But vhat you are nov preseating would de far graver.

Q. But in sny event there is no other conference in the government except
the hizh liaison conference and the Imperial conference?

A, TNo.

Q. Vas Shis question presemted, to your knowledge, to any advisory doard
of the goveramment, military or othervise, separate from the other two?

A. JNo.
Q. VWhat was the reaction in the high lisison conference concerning this

inguiry, in relation S0 the fact thet Japan had concluded a mon-aggression
pact vith Bussial?! Vas that = comtrolling fastor?

Mret, consideration weas vere we
obliged under the Tripartite Pact to Join. That is the most important
guestion. BSecond, of course, this mon-aggression pact vith Soviet Russia.
But, as I sald the ether day, upon my retura from Burepe I reported to the
Premier about the dangerous relations detween Soviet Bussia and Germany,
end I added my remark that, in my imterpretation, thet evea if such a war
did take place, Jepan was of course not obliged under the Tripartite Pact.

Q. VYas the nom-aggression $reaty or pact detweea Japan eand Russia, was
that referred to the high liaison conference snd the Imperial comference!?

A. That is after my retura from my Furopesn visit.
G You, snd was it referred!

A. I eald I might try my bDest in my vieit te conclude such a pact, =t the
highest liaison conference. In fact, the members of the higheet liaison
conferense knev that megotiations between our ambassader at Moscov and
Soviet Bussis -~ &9 & matter of faet, it was with ¥r, Nolotov -~ were going
on for years and years, you knew.

Qe Vell, the point I am $rying to meke is, after it was concluded and you
returasd to Tokyo, baving in mind thet the Triparty Peet was epproved, let
us say, by Imperial ¢ or by Isperial consent, vas the same procedure
folloved with respect to the approval of the nen-aggreesion treaty between
Ruseia and Japan?

A. Yo, we doen't ask the Throne to grant sny Imperial Rescript. Ve
reported and explained befeore the highest 1izisen conference and before




rescript

20 notien about 4t, dut on

She date for the sigaing of 1%, drev
the Imperial reseript.

Q- In other words, vhen 1% is approved
the sesence of the thing 1teelf the
inplications of his soverighty and delity as

A. Tes, yesu.

by Imperial reseript, 1t ties inte

of the Emperor, vwith all the
mler of Japant

S VWhereas, if 1t lacks that, 1t dossa'st have those implications?
A. Well, 1% does, bdecause without She permission of the Emperor we can't

enter inte any treaty. That the pesple know. But 1t makes the matter more
formal.

Qe bmxhnuthtﬂn“hmbylmrhlmm’t.
it puts it Deyond contention or further dedate.

A. e, not necessarily.




Ne. formal. That is all I can say. MNore formal and august.

A, More
Q. Well, aceording $o the Japanese goverament and the constitution, the
Bmperer holds a very high pesitien in the goverament, doesa't het

A. Yes, dut all these treaties, you kmovw, people knovw that they must
have received the sanction of the Emperer.
Q.

Vell, isn's there a distinction detween sanction of the emperor and
reseript?

this much difference, that ome has the Imperial reseript
not, dut how much weight that carries wisth them, it is very
Somevint formal, ve say. That is all I can say, accord-

that the Triparty Pact 414 have such
as the non-aggression pact with Bussia

Q. Bow, mtuihuuh-mdth!ﬂaﬂynunnm
Germany, Italy and Japan, other nations came inte it See, this se-called

friparty Allisace, didn't they?
A. Yes, yes. Small countries.

Q- m.mmawn.mutwmtwtmunm
of the German armed forces, isa't that thue?

A. Tes.

Q. Sow, I netice in seme of your
was & sert of surprise member of

A. TYes.

answers that you say Italy
friparty Alliance whea 1% was comcluded.

Q. ¥Why do you say that, Nr. Matsuska?

A, ¥ell, I didn't kmow Italy weuld come in. I had 2o conversations about
the matter.

Q. mm.ummm.hnummumnnyuum
A. Be.
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Q. Uell, wvhen Stadmer called on you in Septesder with this wrd direetly
from Ridbentrop, 414 he refer to it as Tri-Party Pastl

A. Be. M!\qmnﬂu.Mmhbﬂnhmutnw.
Q. I know. But you d4idn't knov Shirateri, at the request of Ribddeatrep,
went to Rome and made some representations in Reme $o that goveraaeat,
concerning that allisnce?

vis all the time in Tokye. That I kmew.

Q. Vell, didn't he eventuslly wisd wp as the Ambessador o Nomel
A. No, Shat was Nr. Serikiri, vhe used %¢ be the speaker of the house defore.

q&mwm:qmuummmtm
A. Feo, he was foreign office adviser.

Qe Whare!

A. In Tokye. 5S¢ he coulda's have desn out of Tokye.Bul I mever cansulted

Shiratery adout the matter.
Q. Ia smy event, the inslusion of Italy in the pact came as a surprise %o youl?
A. TYes.

Qe Eov far along had the megetiations Detween Oermany and Japen progressed
before Italy was suggested as a partner?

A. Tinished.

Q. And wvas that Decause Nuseslini and Eikimz the Italiaan goverameat was ia
doudt, or steering & course awmy frem 187

A. Beo, that was net I thiak at the last semeant Ridbentrep
iavited Museslini %o to sign that Sreaty, that Tripartite
Pact, snd he vanted teo give the of sligning 1% % the sea-in-law of
Mussolini, %o flatter his wainily.

Q. The wanted o 4o that?

A. vwen Ribbentrep.




% Vell them, you comsider that Italy wes only 2 nominal party?
t. Yes,
x h“hhlﬂlﬂ.“hﬂtﬂtﬂhﬂnﬂm

Qe T Shiak that is all for this afterasen.
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JEREREQOATION QF

EATSUOKA, Xoruke
Date and Timet 238 Mareh 1946, 1400 -~ 1630 hours
Flage ¢ Sugume Prison, Tokye, Japan
Present ! NATSTOKA, TYosuke

3%, Cedr. Johs D. Shea, Interregater
Nise Clase 3. Kmapp, Stenographer

Interrogetion conducted in Eaglish
Questions by Cmdr. Shes.

Q. HNow, Nr. Metsumeka, I will show you & dook and esk you if you kmov what it ie.
if you ean identify is.

A. 1 ssver sav thie pamphles.

Q. ¥ell, can you look at the title and see wvhat it s, ond see if that will
refresh your recellectioal

A. Ok yes, I wndervetand. I never wrote Shis praface ayself, they just put =y
zane o2 vitbout my kmewledge.

% Vhat does it say thare!

A. 1t saye this lecture wes male at Eidiys Kekaide.

2 I will sead this to Jou ~— "This specch wes deliversd st Hibiys Publie Hall
-muumuummqmm.tupuum.'

A. Tes, that is exactly Sransiated.

%As this one hour's speech was mede vwithout say mamuseript, with se
honestly, fraakly. and the phresing snd wording

inapprepriate or
of vha't

1€ =1 Lk




S Thea, so far as Shet etatoment ie conceraed, it s true, what it says there,
that you made the speech without sanuseript or without preparation?
A. YTes, and

vithout I weuld say, wur-u..mmm.mnu.
hsmmmummuwamumummm:m

uumm.u:mummm.hcmmm.
sposch, pressed of me, and I at last extesporsneously made this epeech,

the speeches you delivered,
this party. It has deen

1low it i{n the dook there, if
along if you netice any of the translation that you
eall it o my attention?

A. That is & very good Sransiater. The preface i» exaectly.

% "Ny Nisslon %o the Axis.* -- speech made by Yosuke Matsuoks on returaing
%o ay fatherland. “Four or five days ago I shouted for two hours before the
mnmmwnhuuu at Dairen, oo that my volce ie rome~

what bhoarse.” JNow, did Jou speak bafore the ampleyees of the South Manchurian
Sailvead, as stated here?

A. Tos,

&R most grateful to you for hoMing this welcome meeting vhen all I have
done 1s %o have nm“mnm.q-um duties. Upon fulfilling them
ia it Also, OKURO snd ISHIWATA have Just spoken

they said cen de satld $0 have hit the
I 28 & man who hates to deliberately
sedesty before others. From the firet, sush
« They have a strong self-will.
83 but gemerally spoaking those whoa the world
BOR, and are dad customers or whet are kaowm

such people. That o wvhy, vhea I deliderately
really believe so

*Rch a welcome meeting for
proper duties and though
all my hesrt. 1 myself sent
him that I absolutely
and asking him to refuse




| J

Qe "But, fesling that it was all right to attend at least thie moeting, I
have come here Soday."

Do yeu recall that, and ie that a good translation?
A. Tes, it is & very good translation.

Q. -u:mmuumnu‘wnuomuwrmnu-mu
Say on my return, I have nothing more $o say. think and feel Just as I have
already sald. If, in my receat Buropesn 1ished even o 1ittle
of wvhat the nation wished me to, I say that it ® okly the accumulated results of
efforts of the nation in the pest, and alse of the force of the times. ¥ay, if
!knbo.d-:mm.!-nlﬂnduioauluhthongutmmo

of Eis Imperial Najesty (applause.)

“Thinking in Shis mamner, there is no reason for my receiving thie welcome.
Bevertheless, as I have jJust said, the 1i8%le I eould do I 444 with sll my
hearS. As o man, T ate a lot of good things, I drank a lot of wine, even though
I didn't wvent %o, In my trip to Gerssmy and Itely, I sav snough faces to make
me sick. I had to eat westernm style food. JNow, having reSurned, I wvant to eat
Japanese style food, dut at the same time I would 1ike $o ses the feces of my
fellov-nationals = Bit. The greatest feest for me, since ! retura, is deing
able to see the faces of 2ll the friends assembdled here. In this sense I am
grateful that you have come 21l the way to this hall.®

De you reeall that?

:
e
;

o
-

Yeon.
Ie 1% & good tramslation?
Yes, a good translation.

And, to the bdest of your kmowledge and believe mow, that is what you said
that time?

-t
;

have sald with this, ! bave more or less conpleted the gist of 211 I wvanted
to my fellow-countrymen. If I stop at this peint, saying that with this
have probably understood all I went to tell you. That is that. But, sinee
hnmmlﬂhuhnmd-mothnm”tm.
Nltnllmmuthnﬂ-.tnnnnmuruophlmofuht

I sav and vhat 1 felt most stremgly, for your reference.’

g€ r 20 > £
&

E

Is that a good tranmslation?

A. Yes.




Q. And do you reeall having sald that!

B8 By oppor-
Africa. This was
It io matural for
came time 1% i»

+« 1 bave spoken of Italy
Cave

in

though 1t makes
In short, my worde
« Y00,

In North

- I‘.l'n would
a8 you knovw, st »

In Greece
heppy.

» in coeperation with the

® of our al

W Bood not be teo anxious.
two sonthe.

Jo

1 at enee,

said in 2 month,
or
Al
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S Did you mske this speech, that you call atteation to here, defore the Died?

A. T thiak I made 1%. !Nt!nloﬁnhmut.bnmolthmrmu
cenversation wvith Inderri and Gemeral O8t, the Itelian and Germen omdassadore

in Tekyo.

Q: ¥as Shet the Srue situation with regard te Italy and her ally, Germany, with
relation %o the Balkane and Oreece at that Sime?

A. I Shiak ee.

e 5o that, what is stated here is sudstentially true?

A. Tes. Vell, of course, I ws hearing, although I don's remembder exactly,
seme opiniens from mill quarters, you kmow. I know very little sbout war,
exoept what I heard fron

G Well, you did deliver & reassuring speech in the Diet, conceraing Italy, and
you reiterated it here in this spoech?

A. Tes. Although I doa't reecsll 1%, I believe I did say something to that
offect, because I say so hare in th"hok.

S+« V¥ell, you recall having said that & that time!?
A. t..-

the lipe. They were calm hen
vith I8aly, with all her heart, my conviction
Plet will soon coms %0 pass was all the more strengthened.”

I hed alvays
r Nitler, Foreign Minister

» but vhen I arrived in Zeme, st iupertent points
® silitary suthorities and eivil servants
that from the Prime Ninister down, the




= = e

Nusesolini adove, to the ladorers

» Dut as I myself 444 not personal
Rome, the militery snd maval attaches,

@ Uou.m-'hnumm *I had 2l
. roady felt this in
when I Salked with Pushrer Hitler, Foreiga Minister mh-tm: nl’:::.;fﬂmo.'

But you 414 discuss this matter with them?
No, 1% had mothing to do with me.

G Well, 1
. : &m hr:. '-Q.I telked vith Mabhrer Nitler, Yoreign Mintster

A. That meons vhen I met thea.
Qe un.m;uuuumna-mmmr

A,
e
A. lou.!hnnh—th-lln. vell, ISely will fmpreve in $ime.
Qe
A.




You knov, ia Japanese -~ conversation,
the sane words.

you said: "Here Shere is something I would

that Sranslated Shat way? "I hed slready
vith Fushrer Ritler, Foreiga Ninister

» but vhen T arrived in Rome, at important pointe

German military authorities and civil servants

Do you recall haviag say conversation sbout $his with them, such a9 you are

A. Vell, when they told me so, I Baturally questioned thes.

S And do you remember telling the sudiemce, "At fmportant poiats in Italy
there are actuslly German military suthorities end eivil servants."

O (TR
Q Tou remesber that?

A. Yes. Otmo.!hluohuo\ommolr.mmt i* vhat T was told
in Bome.

% That is vhat you $014 these people here, in thies sveech.
A. Yes, that is vhat I %014 thes later on I have heard.
Q. !nu;m.-ltoumtrmmm-um.urm.mr-.uum

attitude of the peeple towards She cooperation vith Germany was truly
besutiful.® Is that Sranslated Shere 1ike thet?

<. ler
below, MhMIﬂlhhw.Nutw“luntmu
|

ie. Nowever, I have Deea told
Rome, the military and saval ettaches,
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Q "I$ is = besutiful relationship, Germany and ISaly. They are as one,
especially the relationship betwesn Premier Nussolimi and Hitler is water-
Sight.® Do you reesll having said Shat?

A. Yes.

Q. "They are absolutely one. Seeing this state of sffairs, I felt keenly that
this is the way allied countries should de.*

le jJust because She Italisn Army suffered slight
th themi the Italiane ,were worried about them, the

owh rewrses, hoped for a recevery, and
. The Italiams, aleo, vhen the Gerssn troope
then joyfully and ewbraced thea."

that, and is that a good translation?

these wvords, and say "¥hat wild talk is this.'
o8, vhat I have sald is 2o wild

e plusked out of the war, are great fools.

sstranged. I hope that the Japanese pecple elso will
a9 %0 this poins.®

Is that a good translation?

A. Yos.

thies cooperstion the
Sernan and Italisn suthorities,
proper! Let us Shink
thus? A Buddba or »
ut it is not men easy

other countries may plet, I hereby affirm that these









S Do you recall m-maoummx
A. Yes.

Q. 'hu-mw.tmwm.—!momtuammnuum
fectory in Germany with Dr. Ley.® Do you recsll that?

wvith Dr,

Q- Mﬂhmnﬂthnnm-mu.
Ley?

you did vieit this tmmunition fasctory

ehief of the Nazi Party, and ia reality he s
§ controls all the

Bo you remesber Shat comversation?
A. Yeoo.

wlle




believe s0. This 1o only
| nu'm.vuh‘utynuuor'
Chencellor Hitler.' 'We dia Shis Decause of Chanmcelle

r Bitler's fdeas.'*
Do you reeall $hat?

A. Yes.

Qe 4And 15 1% 2 good transletion?
A. Yes.

S« "Let me retell shis visit to the fectory, this vieit with Dy,

factory die ie tyhz n

The
sad is on the outskirts of Berlin. 1t s the
doore open, Ilohoofucothul

Ag at She feetory. Being w8111 quite
!antluumuuhdtlthtuhq.
and

says 'Book, these sre the workers' apariments

I saild foremoon. Thet ie &
F the place.” These things

vives are shouting and
six stage dulldings.
do, I Sake off my




Q- "'Isa't it a long time since I have seen you.' ‘Vhere do you cone from?'

'l come from Thoresia.' 'Whem did you come?' 'I came on so and #0.' 'Howv mmeh
are you pili?' ‘What is your Jod?' and so forth. The workere reply fraskly
and with healthy faces they are displaying woaderful efficioncy.
14, and I con more or less tell whether

This munitions factory empleys 30,000 to 40,000

"umtﬂ-n-unhp
They
vith no time S0 take off my

v 8irle and all gather together.fyom

Dr. Ley. I elec, sucked into the crowd
k hands with both ay hands, so that my
gloves descane quite dlack. all 1ike that. The ladorers are not
sibnitting So control with grusbles and the erders, they are all cooperating
from their hearts. They are all eontrolling themselves.

"Sow, as for Japan, ! sam mot speaking 111 of government officiale. 1 ayself
&% & governaent official, dut I cennet help speaking the truth. I hope the
younger officiale will not feel upset by what I am going to say, but will

recogaicze it as frue. In shors,
contrel. After epend

Germany,

Is that a good tremslation?
A. A good tramslation, dut this origisa)l here I can't make out the sonse of it.
S It 1s supposed %0 de your statement. Don't you reeall 1t?

A. Tos, uy statement, dut this in Saking dowa the stenogrepher mey have made
& mistake.

S What grt do you say there is mistaken?! Bovw would you translate {t?
A. 1 cesa't sake sense of i%.

Qe hmmuhm&mmh’nm't wait for tventy years,
and speaking to the younger officiels, and 211 shat sors of thing, as stated
ia here!

Ae Ok yes, yor, Dut in here I can't meke sense out.

% "An Expanse of Oerman Noononic Organisation. -~ Then vhat is the basis of
Shis? Human Deings csunet all de 1ike Duddha or Confuseins. Ve all have wvants.
Alse, sseording %o our different natures, we have differentpressures. There
are some who, like myself, would epend even the momey they do mot have, while
others delight in holding wp 21l the momey they esa find."

Is that a good Sranslation?
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A. Yoo,
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is Shat a good Sranelation?

A. !..a

N 'Ihlbothrlmotrhn.uthuptuumﬂ. LoS me say just

ons more word. hmmmmmmmuuououmuunm
the maxisua officiency. They are led rather than controlled,®

Is that & good Sremslation?

Tes.

ind do you reeal) saying that?

L (T

e r e.P

EEE

And is Shat 2 good Sranslation?

Tes.

And you recall haviag made that statesent?

Yeos. !u“uhnhiﬂdh\hnuﬁnmwhok.

This is not She speesh you made 2t Kidive Hall?
Tes.

g e g




Qe Ia other words, you were praising Cermand's acocomplishments?
i vas very sush moved.

A. Yes, Yyos.
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qmtmumuunmtmuumnu treaty wae

Do you recall that statement?
'w en M‘ 13.

A. TYes.
Do you recall that statenent!?

*If shere is

Q And io 1% & good Srenslation?

A. Yes.
e

°
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s
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Yes.

Q- Are you superstitious concerning nusbder thirteen, Mr. Mateuoks?

A,

You
That 12 all.

superstitione.®

They got %o knev Shis; Shey got %o
signed the mame Yosuke Matowoka on the
snd received the pralse for it.

volder one tends to decome

A
3

1 i

$
b

§ o

M
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Do you see that in there, Nr. Nateuokat




The translator says?

Jes.

A.

% It was very difficuls.
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treaty.

ageinst concluding sush

G I motise you said here in your speech thet 1% ves rather o eurprise.

A. Ten.
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A. Tes.

Qe lﬂ'w&n&m”-ﬂﬁnwhﬂmmw’hmmb

A. Jot Sermsny, dut all the wrld exsept Japan was moving svifitly, Only
hlo-.-xmm lhl-no.mhv.uu.o-:,u't
mmw-hm.u!mldhhmm.mwn
the other.

G Comcerning what! What 414 you heve in nind here?

A. Bverything. doa's decide, are and General Nacirthur is facing
today in Japaan. &plﬂo;’%. they don't move.

Vell, this comversatica vore ous the peeple was 2 conversa-
?hﬂ&nﬂ-mbmm&wwau:vmt
vith Yugeslavia. Yhat was 1% sdeut? Do you ressll?

:‘.xmuu.“v“a the capital, ageinst the sthority Shat
sed.

as it German inepired?

Bo, mo, mo. |

Vell, didn's 4% fall wnder the csntrel of Gerseny!

ke

“hat were they concernsd s2dout?

b TS B I
"otat against Germany.

S Vell, vhat sction 444 OGermany Sake!

g s A AR A

Cernany decided S0 attack, end carried it by foree.
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Is that & good transiatieat

A. Yes.
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onvietion
Gak compete with this?

They bave this o
that

Qe mmmmumumtmm-mmtm. that Shey vere said?




Q. "By the way, I explained both to Mr. 5talin and %o Nr. Hitler what the Tene
ll.#?hiﬂhlnhm. I make this fact pudlic Decause I feel there is
RO

ing so. It may de msentioned, with reference, that I hed alreedy
talked about Emperer Neiji's august sdsinistration %o Mussolini 2ight years age.*
Do you reeall that statemaent?
A. Tes.
Q. Pid you talk to Musselini eight years agotadout thie 7
A. Yes.
Q. So that this time I did net Salk to him sbout it, but I alse Salked %o the
about 18. Our pesople say that they are truly grateful for the Raperor.
would to lopal as Shis. Do you

e A
uaderstand Shis?! Do you knowv what the Imperial rule means! If you say you
. aren't you doing Shings that never should de done! Aren's you doing Shings

Is that & good Srenslationl
A. TYeo.
Q. And do you recsll baving mede that statement?

of our Nationel Structure. -- If there
truly penetrated By this one point,

, apd wvho folt to the core of their hearts that thought, that they

the sugust virtuwes of his Imperisl

persen s, vhen governed by the virtue, does it mke
vhethar Yosuke Matsuwoka was bora in Japan or not. S profit or loss is Sthere!
country need feel positively me

Of course we bave lots of faulte. Ve Bave lofte
0 all men. After everything is sudtrscted, I an
not iaferior, dut if you say "Then what about
fens are not satisfastery.




5 5

Q. Is Shat a good Sranslaties?

A. TYes,
Q.)ommhﬂuuuﬁnt
A. Tes.

Qe 'utsumwmmmmmumzuuum
please. t vill never do. It is mot pessidle to drace Shinge uwp frem today

vithous asny reorgsnisstion.

“How, vhat is the Temo? ¥hat is the Imperial Rule! 'To die by the side of
the Emperor.' It ie te live $hie great tradition.”

De you recall that statement?




A. ¥ait -= &0 you say sgreenhora’! What does it mean?

1% there. IMthpl\hmtt-mt

Q. Well, you used
that you make him nzme.

A, tuuuth.mhll.\hmmounu

Greenhora, as I understand {8, is a persen who tsn't too witty, too smart.

A. ¥No such thing here.
A persod uneducated and uatrained.
A. FNothing 1ike that in here.

3. Let's read that one sentence againt
lmﬂﬂll't-lttop. That is vhy you are sisp

pmn-dnuu—ha

Natsuoks ie nothing,

arcund the gountry to talk to the
1ve of a man giving wp she world to becone
sslled lunatie, off the track, and

was, ia shord, Decause 1 foresav the
This will mot do' Shat I toured She

soday, conditions are unsatisfagtory.

ia world histery. The wvords crisie
that the people have gotten accustoned

ciousness from the Yop to the bottem? It is
1ips. 1 Save returned vith » feeling that somehow

carried out inm prachice.”

i

1t has not deen
Is thet o good trenslationd




goveranent sfter saying such
Bapereor should lose confidence in
his, Aif you Delieve 1% bdetter

i

Sever he vante to esay, and who often
who goes off the track or vhether it i»

vio eall me off the track. But anyway, this is a fruitless argument.
it s all right, I shall sSay.”

le that » good Sramslation?

A. TYes. |

Q. De you recall this paragraph, aad do you remesber this statensat!

A. Yes.

Q. "In conclusion,thmxs though I have 1ittle adility as a Japaneee subdject, it
is a completely matural thing for me to say. There ie one thing T intend %o do,

and that is to do 1% with an Isperial heart, even though whatl do is very
158810, "

Is that 2 good Srasslation?
A. Yes.

Q. "fhe Broadmindedness of a Oreat Nation. - In concludion, we have a natiomal
structlre.”

A. Oh, by the way. These tShings -~ of course the man who published this put in.
I dldn's put in at all.

Q. ¥ell, I haven't resd them So you either, have I1

A. TYes, the headings.

Q. You mean the $i%les of the variouws subjects? They inserted thea from vhat
you had to say.

A. Tes.

Q. You doa't claim it changes the substance of vhat you eaid anyl

A. Ne.

% "ia conclusion, we have a natiomsl structure to de greateful for, = nationmal
strusture no other country has. A strusture of seholars is 4f 1ittle imporimsce.
I ssked for prastice. Let us de penstrated by the sational strusture, and feel

that 2 race headed an Esperer is worthy %o % for. The Japanese e
not -~ - f ve are penstrated by this, and held fast %o

-30-




¢ saye “In comelusion, ete.”

bat in the degiamning of this

§ shiak this is an error,
a mistale.

Ao Yes,

dowan the stenographer made
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, 1 wvae sent out %o
week decouse
he was put So
Seneva. ALY Lhad time,
Governmeat proposed
defore -- Juah, i
¢ recolleat axacily,

he Sscked on Shie
or st Noscow, and then

bitvisoff . then the Fereign
ion tresty or msultralily

¥r. Earahaf --
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Q. _Bul the fagt etil)
Al1lance vith Germeny. femains that 1% wes after you hed concluded the Triparty

vas within two

about %0 atback Puseia? in the wy




NARSUOEA , Yosnke
Bate and Time: 27 Narch 1946, 1400 ~ 1630 hours
Flace ¢ Sugame Prisen, Tokyeo, Japan
Present ! BNATSUDEA, Yesuks

1. Gmdr. Jobm D. Shea, USHR, Iaterregator
Niss Olara B. Enspp, Stemsgrapher

conducted in Bnglish.

a ocopy of the official announsement
Year of Showa (1941), Board of Iafor-

is, Af you recogaise it. Qaa you

Q- It is in English and alee Japanese.

A BSo, I don's recall. I have never seen this English tramslation. Ve seldon
see Shese reports given out %o the pubdlie.

Q. Vell, for the of the record, 1% indicates that it is & publication

purpese
by the Board of Information of the Japenese Govermment for the year 1941.

I will sak you if you recognise, if you can $ell us after glancing st this
this writing is heve on the first page, commencing heve.

This is lmperial Reseript.
Concarning the declaration of war, ien't it, on the U, 8.1
Tes, this is declaration of war.

Can you Sell what date that is, Hr. Matsuwoka!

8 Decenber, 16th year of Showa -~ that is 1941.

’

N /18T




E

$o cover & few of the important things in here. TYou were Foreign
on 6 January 1941, werea't you!

2
§

Now, sccording to this official publication, there wes "An Interview detwveen
. Hajime Natsumiya, Japemese imbaseador, and Nr. Rene Fobdin, chief of the
Delegation, held at the officisl residence of the Vice-NKinister of Foreign
from 3 to 63130 o'clock this afternoon, at which they continmued the

of conerete visws concerning gemeral economic relations detween Jepan
and Fremch Indo-China."

i:e r

I

Do you recall any of that?
A. ¥o.

Q. Do you recall that about that peried there were some matiera about your
Foreign Office, invelving Japan and French Indo~Chinat

A. Tes.

% Om Psge 1, item II ie & statement of the President of the Board of Informs-
tion oqumhg the sisure of money belonging to Japesmese by British authorities

United
actual fasts of the case. y have become ©
mm.mmmnmmmmmaummmt
ir Rebert L. Craigie, pointing out that the
sland are elearly an abdbuse
an the legitimate rights of
fres movemsnt of the subjects of Japsn which is a meutral coumatry. T™he Foreign
Minister demsanded um“mmmm:mmtmum.

Yes, nov I recall, although
I reported this -~ elther




8 month at Moscow by the

Japanese Ambassader, General Toshitsugu Tatekawva, and She Soviet Commissar of
Foreign Affaire, Mr. Viacheslay Molotov. The subdstance of the azreement is

1. The existing Japanese-Soviet Fishery Convention will remein in force
' uithuthmorthhm.
“2. Thé NODUS VIVERDI {e to be replaced dy a new Fishery Convention to be

official document of the Board of Information, that some settlement had deen
mede with the Russian Government conceraing its fishing righte.

A. Tes, docause we could not conclude a fishery treaty. It ie different, it
is more 2 point.

Q On that point, of course, in Jamuary 1541 this settlement had been made,
concerning these fishery rights.

treaty with Russia that
elaim that this modifies

Thie neutrality pact doesn't grov out of all this
vith the intention of being 2ble to put political
on better footing, gradually to solve Shese questions, and that

ion was simply to tide over the difficulty that season, and
smbassgdor at Moscov was continuing the negotiations on
¢alled treaty for some years -- five or ten years., That
ORe season decsuse we couldntt.




G Vell, this was for a paricd of one year.

A. Tes, just that year.

QG And the so-ealled non-aggression pact was comclwded in April, wasn's {4?
A. Tes, April.

Q. And this heppened in Jammary, dida't it?

A. Tes, I thiak that is right.

e

person reading 1t that a settlement had Deen made between the Russism govers-

.‘l-l-l the Japanese government, concerniang these fishery rights, for a period
one year.

A. Temporarily. After that agreement was reached, our Asdassedor was contimu-
ing %o negetiate about fishery treaty for five or tem years.

Q- I see. Rather than one year?

here that the Sfmmmx “Soviet Government, however, have agreed
withirsw this proposal, resulting in an smicable settlement of the question
the basis of sdditional payment by Japen for this year of the ameunt whieh
Swenty pereent of the remtal of lessed flshery lots and of
fax.” That seems to Be the dasis of 2 ressonadle settloment, doesn't 1%7

one season, and sbill what we call fishery treaty was in abeyance.
te

obtain & non-aggression pact with Ruseian, was that
the Sine this was made! Thet is, 21 Jeswary 19417

instructions in Jammary 1941 to attempt
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S Bov, resding Article 6 on page 3%

"The Toreiga Ninister, Mr. Yosuke Natsuoka, therefore, mades formal proposal
dtthm-Jmnhtbmudlmndmum

lu.mihnnhﬂor“qﬂohhuthpmlofﬂumm

France, and lhlqn.umtmu;nluhrhmutn-nt of
mmqmn:—uymr

ation of the
have replied their

Do you recall that}



.u‘tlth“ﬂ“&tm“thmotmm

Yes. :u'tmmmuumm.m-—mw

Trance. And in Shis settlement, which was concluded
1land 0 Thailand?




the

Jepanese warship
ed the Govern-

dolegntes % the

notifl

:
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A, TYes, although I don't renesder the date.

Q IS is posaidle that you might have done se?

A. Tes,

Q@ 4And &5 1t alse prodadle, or are you 2ot clear on that peint!?
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the mind of Japan-

If the American Gevern-
this respect to the

their activities in
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causing anxiety

that Japan should lese no time to Saks
oventuality ian these regions.
to
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that Japan is fully prepared %o

statosmanship, we Srust, will mot be waiting im the British
eal

a
i

regcover norsal con-
world. Leading

to
the
world pease and eivilisation

3y a vise and genercus stat

and contentions.”

culated
in

{ and

eshanship

the date, I do recall thet at least the latter

I said in ny nesorandus %o Captain Bdea.

A. While I am net certain
half seems %0 e wviat

February 18 1941,

t

governneat itself was concerned adout matters

isa

thet the
te t

in tha

o if such an official goverament statement was issusd

Bow
does
ned

sl

A, Yes.

Isn't that true?

parties in Shat, that the Goverameant has

Qe Aad the priscipally interested

Ingland.
A. Folsted out there, dut I placed mot mmeh {sportanse.

peinted %o, are America and

s 88 %0 the war-1ike preparations of the Pritish
to meet swppesed contingencies in the Pacific and the

says, "We can met help feeling, therefore, a certain smount

t misgiviags

Govermments

i

i

spanese goverament, made
serious natter, doomn's 447

& Yransh of the J

o 4% indisates that 4t was &

Information Buresn,

of the publication of the Information Buresn, I do 2ot recall.

i

i 5« 3
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had reashed their attention?
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Tes, yeu, I Delieve so, dut
Now, the Triperty Pact was still in offect on that date!
Yes.

And Germeny end Itely had joined forees in the Balkan areas in that peried
time, hadn't Shey? |

Bo. While I do met recall,
Yhat about Greece, Yugeslavia, and the Nediterrancan areal

1 $hink they had their forees in North Africa, but not in Greeece.
In Borth Afrieal '
ot in Gresee or Tugeslavia.

Qe But there is mothing in this goverament datement here that poiats o the
warlike actions of Germany and Italy, is there?

A. Fot in that statenmms.

Qe Fo. Eawve ever, vhils FJeoreiga Minister, condemned the aggressive warfare
of Germany or

¥o.
You mever did?
Fo, I never did.

Q. Bov, if this was made ian February 1941, that would be sppreximately ene
month before you departed on your trip to Germany, Italy asd Russial

P LS FreOeTREYP Y

A b -
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Assistent Oommissar of Fereiga Trade, Nr. U. . Eagamovieh, Director of the
umumummtmmmm.n. P. ¥. Fumykin and
one smother, representing the Soviet Unien." -

huthtﬂnﬁmmnmuh-unhmmnﬂ:.gm
place in Buseial

A, Yen, commercial Streaty.

vith the .-..nu sion pact, did 1W?

Q Mwhl-\lﬁ aon-aggres

That is, I mean this erente here, this Article XV, which I read, vhich calls
Muummmmmmmmmhm. does not
meen negotistion for the mea-aggression pact?

'mu—unot:q-.rmmmm
for the Settlement of the Thai-Fremeh

lomnunthtﬂ-t'uﬂuuululnﬂ that time?

A. Tes.




A. Does 1%t say official residence?

Q. Yes, official residensce.

A. Tes. Ve had 1% at the official residence.

Q- Prince Varavaidyakara Varavara -- was he the Thailand representative!?
L.'!u.

[+

A.

in other wvords, this matter was still under consideration at that time?

Tes.

Q Fow, Article IVII, "Asmouncemeat of the Board of Iaformation Conceraing the
Participation of Bulgaria 4a the Three Fower Pact.” Dated Mareh 1 1941. Do
you recall that?

A. Tes, always understoed mot exsctly adout date, you knov.

Q IS is dated Nereh 1 1941, and that is Defore you departed for Burepe. 1
will read i%:

baving recently decided to ficipate in the Three Pover Pact
Japan, O-—r-ltw.:‘;:nun




¥as o mean that 1t wvas an entirely German
apd wo don't care to meddle. And it vas, 1
%o sign ad referendun. That comes to Japan and
Comneil, and if OX'd by the Privy Council, $hen

R Oh, I see. Nov the next article is No. 18, 'Allnlu-utofth)nuor
Information Concerning the Interview Between the Forelgn Nintster, Nr. Yosuke
Natswoka, and the French Ambageador, Mr. Areene-Henry." Mareh 2, 1941, De

R Ascording te this statement, it says, "Freach Azdassador, Mr. Areene-Heary,
called c? the 2;. Minister, Nr. ‘bn: Na$suoka, ;t’ 11180 ;'M. this
soraing (Nerch and having handed Freach reply tothe apanese plan of
mediation, the Asbassador left ab 12180 o'elock ®

Do you resall that?
A. Yeos.

A.

< mmmmahm.mum
A. VWell, that hed nething $o 4o with us.
Q-

| ™

¥oll, France aceepted your plan of mediation, didn's they?
Yes.

Q& They d4da't have much other e¢helce, 414 they! France was & beaten natien
8% that tine, wasn's 187

A, h.MﬂMM‘lﬂm-moMntm.
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Q. Bul standing on her owa, she was usder the domimation of the German} Aymy
at the $ime and wnadle to choose for herself.

Not exagtly, not the Vichy government.
That » the Goverament that made the Armistice with Germeny, fsn't it}

A.

Qe

A. Yes. TViechy was outside.

Q- It was vith Vichy that you deals?
A,

Tes, and Narshall Petain was sometimes pretty much acting independently
of Germany.

Q¢ Es was!
A. Nes.

Q. Fow, Artisle XIX, "Announcement of the Board of Infermation Ooncerning the
Interviev Botween the Foreign Minister, Mr. Yosuke Natsuoka, and the Freach
Asbassader, Nr. Arsens-Eemry,® March 4 1941. I will read it to you:

“The Freach Amdassador, Mr. Arsene-Nenry, called on the Foreign Minister,
Nr. Tosuks Natsuoks, at the Foreign Offiee at 5130 o'elock this afterneon
(Nareh 4), and Deld an fmpertant conversstion with the latter with reference to
the Japanese plan of mediation for the settlement of the Thai-Premch Indo-
Chins boxder dispute sad left at 6110 o'eleck.”

Do you reeall that?
A, Yes, I resall.
S Article IX, "Annowncenent of the Beard of Informatien Coscerning the Visit
of the Freach isbassader, Nr. Charles Arseme-Heary, to the Foreign Minister,

Nr. Yosuke Mateuwsksa," March 6, 1941. According to this, 1% was samother
coaversation haviag te do with Inde Ohina Derder dispute. Do you recall that?

Yeos.

alse has o do with a "Joint Communique of Japan, France and
conserning the Nediation Conference for the Settlement of the Thai-Fremch
Sordar Dispube,” Naweh 6, 1941. Article XXII, "Announcement of the
of Information Gomcerning the Nediation Oonference for the Settlement of the
Indo~-Ching Border Dispute,” Mereh 6, 1941.

recall thaid?

»

i

Do yonu
A. Tes.
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Article XXIII, "Anncuncement of the Board of Information Coneceraing the
Nediation Oonference for the Settlement of the Thai-French Indo~China Boxer
Dispute,” Mareh 6, 1941:

"Phe Foreigh Minister, Nr. Yosuks Natsucka, requested the Freach Azmdassador,
Nr. Oharles Arsene-Heary, to call oa him at 8:00 o'elock this evening (March 6)
and resumed the comversation which was held at 5100 o'clock this aftermoon.
The Amdasseder left at 8:00 o'clock. The negotiation on the question is still

Article XX1V, "Anmouncement of the Board of Iaformation Concerning the
Nediation Conferemce for the Settlement of the Thai-French Inde-Ohina Border

Dispute,” Mareh 7, 1941.

Article XXV, "Joiat Communique of Japan, France and Thailand Conceraming the
Conslusion of the Mediatien, " March 11, 1941.

Article XXVI, "Statesent of the Ferelgn Office Concerning the Comeclusion
of the Medistdion,” Mareh 11 1541. Apparvestly quite a leagihy statement was
given. Do you went me to read iV}

A. Yo, that must have Saken place slthough I don't recall the details. And
then the mext day I left Tolkge for Furepe. That is Mareh 13.

Article XXXI, "Amnouncement of the Fereign 0ffiee Concerning the Trip %o
pe of the Fereiga Ninister, Nr. Yosuke Natsuoka.® March 11, 1941.

Matsuoks will shertly visit Oermany and ISaly to
peet the lesders of Germany and Italy

iga Minister Nr,

freaty dut the duties of the
prevented hin from scting thereon.

mmwmmmmm-uauwmsyum
s personal ebservation, on the spet, of the situation in Burepe.

-mummuummmmn.mmuwnnns
TRIP TO EUROPFE:

Yoreign Office
fanao Sakameote, Pirester of the Buresu of Burepean and Asiatic Affaire."

De you reeall hia beiag aleng?
A. Yen.
Q Is he still slive, do you you mow!
A. He is desd. Ko died at Berne, Switserland.

-15~




Q- While you were om this trip!?
A. No, mamny years after, wvalle he wvas Ninister.
Q. "Teshikasu Ksse, Secretary to the Foreign Minister.® That was your secretary.

Yas he aleng.?

A. TYes.

Q. Is he still alive, do you know?

A. Tes.

Q. “Shimsakn Hogen, Secretary in the Foreign Office.® Vas he in the party?
A. Tes, vhe spoke German flueatly. That is the men I was referriag to.

Q- Is be otill alive, 4o you kmow!

A. T believe he is still ia Nescow, Shough I dean's kmow.

Q. Your last knovledge as %o his vhareadouts was in Néscow?

A. TYes, secretary in the Jepanese Esbassy in Nesecevw.

Qe "Shiniechi Nasegawe, Ressarch Secretary in the Fereiga 0ffice." Vas he in
the party?

A. Wiaile I don't remember hin, why if 1% i¢ Shere be must have been.

Q- You doa't recell him partieularly, thought

A. We. |

R« "Soshio Nogushi, Secrstary-interpreter." Do you recall himt?

A. Yes, he wms the Russisn interpreter.

Q. Russisn iaterpreter, but Hogem would be the Gersen interpreter!

A, Yes.

"Shirokichi Knsane, Chancellor in the Fereige 0ffice.” I may not de
mu—b-u. Pe you resall him?

A. No, I den't recall his name, Yut there were Swe or three slerks.




A. Yesn.
"Xinkasu Salonji, Extra Secretary %o the Foreign 0ffige.”
Yes.
“Yar Ministryt Yatouji Nagal, Colomel.®
Yes.
 "avy Ninistry: Shigera Pujii, Commander.' Do you reesll hial
Yos. |
Now, why were the military members of She party aleng!
Vell, we almost always, you kuow, take one each.

Bot any that I kmovw of.

You didn's instruct them Sel

No.

¥hile you were Salking with Hitler or Ridbeatrop, wasliogen present?

¥e.

Yhe 414 the iaterpreting fer youl

A German interpreter by the name of DPr. Schmids, I Shink.

Tes, I ¢ mMMMMms-—wtum-fMt.

"Announcesent the Board of Information Concerning the
. and V-.‘-n-h for the Acceleration of Their Trade,”

Qe

A.

Qe

A.

Qe

A.

Q-

A,

Q. Did they hold any separate conferences {n Germany uader your instructions?
A.

Ke

A.

Q

A,

%o

A.

<

14. That wvas done by the Ohief of the
!ﬂhnphodwﬂ-dm-ﬁuth
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Q. VWell, of course, Venesuela was an oil produeing mation, wasn't {87 Counld
it be that your office, the commercisl part of your office, was attempting to
increase the impertation of 01l products from Veneswela?

A, 1 don't kmov. ¥hat Sreaty it is, I dea't recall.

Q. It doemn't seem %o Do a treaty so much as an wnderstanding. 1 vill read i%:
o

since July predusts as poseidle and
Veassuela agreed not to adopt uaressonadly resirictive measures againet Japenese
reason of wnequilibrius of trade Detween the two countries expired
this year. he Jaepanese Government have conducted, in
enesucla as market for our experts, megotiations with the
through our representatives there for the comelusion of
inilar purpose. As the result, a understanding was
reached oz Nareh 11 by whish the two countries will adjust their trade relations
for a year bdegimning March 11, on the dasis of the mnderstanding concluded on

relations with Jugeslavia by
concurrently as der Ninister te Jugeslavia,
the adsence of our NMinister to Rumsaias, the Japenese
£ the matters pertaining te the relations

%0 say, the cordial relastions detwveen
ingly closer through the latter's

13, sccerding te Article IXXIV, "Announcesent of $he Board of
the Pact of Neutrality Betweea Japan and the Soviet Union."

Representatives, namely, the Foreiga Ninister, Mr. Yosuke
the Ambassador, Lieutemant-General Yoshitsugu Tatekawa, and the
bative, namely, the President of the People’s Council and the
for Noreign Affairs, Nr. Viacheslav Molotev, signed at Mescow at




o April 13, the Paet of Neutrality detween Japan and

tw o'clock this afterncen
the Seviet Unien.
“A gist of the Pact is as follows:

Yy shall

racting Parties decomes an
s the ether Part
of sush 2 conflict.

be wvalid for
rastiag Parties

iration of the sald
been prolonged for

An exchange

a8 possible.
as possidle.

To terminate 1%.

o, that 1s not we.

abrogation.

ﬁ'ﬂhmmm'--tmhfouth-lcr
aotice of 1%s
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Now, Bussis d4id serve mgtice on the Japanese Govermment!
Yes, I hoard so. I was in sickbed then,
Now, "The present Pact shall de ratified as soon as possidle.”

o Tt

88411 in force, you know. One year's notice doesn't 2dreogate the treaty
tself. It is that the pact it must de in forece uatil the 13%h of this meonth.

[

Nusber XXX¥, "Statesent of the Prime Ninister, Prince Fumimaro Konoye."
will read 1t in its entirety:

"April 13, 1941. -~ The Japanese Government some time ago made public both at
home and shroad their unalterable determination, by concluding the Tripartite
Pact among Japan, Germany, sad Italy, %o preveat a world-wide spread of war amd
to Greater Bast Ma with that Pact as the axis of the country's
foreiga policy. vithout saying that, in order to realize such a purpose,
1t 1s essential that Japen and the Soviet Unien, which are neighbours in the Far
peageful and friemdly relations om a lasting basis,

the said Fact of Alliance. Vith this con-
sone $time Ydeen conducting negotiations with the
dringing sdout a fundamental odjustmeant of
apen's relations with the Soviet Uniea. With the preseat visit to Noscew of
the Toreizn Miaister, Nr. Yosuks Mateucksa, as a turaing peint, the conversatione
bPetveen the two Goveraments have made rapid progress, resulting in the signature
today, April 13, of the Pact of Neutralily Detween the Foreiga Minister, Nr.,
Yosuke Matsuoka and Ambassedor Lieutemant-General Yoshitsugu Tatekawa, and the
Soviet Oommissar for Terelgn Affairs, Nr. Viacheslav Nolotov, which has just
been amnounced. At the same time, the Jeint Declaration by the two countries
has been issued through which Japan respects the Serriterial integrity and
invielability of the People's Repudlic of Nengelia and the Soviet Unioa respects
the territeorisl integrity and iavieladility of Nanchoukuns, theredy expecting to
briang tranquility Se the Nanchoukus-Soviet and Namchoukuo-Outer Nemgolian dorders.

"It is my belief that the present Padt has an spoch-meking significance
in the relations detween Japem aad the Soviet Unioa snd that 1% will greatly
contridute Sovard the promotion of world peace. 1 Dave no doubt that the Fact
vill serve as a basis for repid solution in a concrete mammer of various mnding
questions between the twe countries.”

Do you recall that statement dy the Prime Minister, Prince Konoye'

"z

A, Fo, 1 don't recall 1%, dut I think the sense of it.

Q. If you motice, as 1 read 1% here, he assigned this reason: "The Japanese
Government some time age made pudlic both at heme and abroad their umalterable
deternination, by concluding the Tripartite Pact among Japan, Germany, and
Italy, to prevest & world-wide spread of war and to secure the peace of Ureater
Zast Asis with thet Pact as the axis of the country's foreign pelicy." JNovw,




- w—

how does that $ie in -~ why do you think he makes that statement concerning the
conclusion of the paect with RBussia?l

A. Becszuse, as I said bdefore, I think I said repeatedly at the time the hﬁo
Farty Fact was concluded, we already -- Prime Ninister and myself - had in mind
to come inte closer relations with Soviet Bussia.

% Here is what de says about §8: "It goes without saying that, in order to
realise such a purpose® -~ and I take it he refers dack to the Triparty Pact
being the axis of your country's foreign policy -- "it is essential that Japan
and the Soviet Union, which are ne in the Far Rast, should strengthen
their and friendly relations on a lasting dasis, reinforeing theredy
the spirit of the said Pect of Alliemee.” According to him, he is reinforeing
the spirit of the pact of allisnce, namely, the Triparty Psat.

A, Yesn.

Q- So be assigns that reasom for it. Do you think thet was correct?

A. !;c. and I was correect teoo, decause this Iriparty Pact was concluded for
liniting the theater of war, and to bring about peace. He meant that.

Qe Well, Shis is of course exactly what he says here: "It goes without saying
that, in order te recslize such a purpose, it is essemtial that Japan and the
Soviet Union, which are neighdours" —- now when he says it is essential to
realize such a purpese, he means the purpese of your foreign policy as it 1e¢
woven about the Triparty Pact.

A, Tes.

Q. And he says 1% is necessary and vital that thers should be a peaceful
streagthening of "frieadly relations on a lasting dasis, reinforecing theredy
the spirit of the said Peet of Allisnce. With this conviction, the Governmment
have for some time been conducting negotiations with the Seviet Government with
s viev %o dringing about a fundasental sdjustment of Japsn's relations with the

Soviet Union,.*
Mhmumﬁnmmtnolnlunlmwhnh

Frince Goto's time, vhereas the Prime Minieter seys here, it is in relation to
the Triparty Pact that it decomes necessary that such » treaty be concluded.

A. Naybe Konoye 4idn't kmovw about Geto.
% Tou mean he didn't know this attempt had been going on for years bdefore!

A. 1% may be he doesn't know 1t. The reason I gave you s short history of the
aeutrality pact yesterday was that very feov Japanese knov its history.

18 there is an sanouncement, Number XXXVI, "Asnouncement of the
oermation the Visit to Japan of the German Zeconomic and

Do you reecall that!?

R Bow on
Board of

Goodwill Nission.®

-n-

¢




A. In April I was not here. I eame dack to Tokye the 22nd.

.t Q. nwm.mwmmuthmmutn-m1u
: lmmmmmunnmmu:m. They weres

Nr. Buchwald, Nesber of the Section for Far Bastera Affairs, Ninistry of Ecenomies.
Kr. Nelson, Chief of the Section for Far Zastern Affeirs, Ministry of Food.
Nr. Rosembruch, Representative of the Reichsbank.

A, l‘tl't!-vdlthul-. but tbmntﬂhtn-d.hnuduu
once after my retura to Tokye.

Q  Shertly after your returat
A. Yes. I met him, tht-l.nnﬁno!mumnhf.n.

purpese ia seading this mission here at the time!? Had this
mum.rmmmmt.mmmhp




sense of the Tripartite Pact.
misapprehension among the
Neutrality Pact.

elogquent indication of the

three allied Govermments in comnection with the
Sothing proves this detter than the fact that both

Germany

I%aly are sincerely welcoming the comclusion of the Pact. The Pact is en
improvemeat in our relations with the Seviets and

¢ Pact, Simo-Javenese Treaty of last year and the

recent mediation in the Frence~Thailand dispute, it stands ss a it symdol of

ires the foreign poliey of Japan, the aim

peace and goeod neighdourliness.

Q- Now, dewn hare you make reference
Hakko Ichiu got to do with the fmautad
basis of your foreiga poliey?

Af my Eurepeen J-uui contriduted ever so little to the cause of
ha\vvcan.h-htblrutmhnmofeu
great pover of our cewntry -- the Japanese Bapire.”

Imperial House

%o Hakke Ichiu. Now, what relationhas
1o dasis of the Triparty Pact being that

A. lytbv.y“hcrthmmrut.hmIohium-lonhuh

of that fssutable fact.




rerer

And that is exastly what 1% was intended for, 4em't it}

!u.hoihr-ﬂ-uo-n 1mm-mm.

¥ell, you have said here, "a reiaforcement in » senee of the Tripartite Pact."®

Jes, that is one more link.




the Pacifie Probdlea
m'tmm.nﬂﬁtm't th-tohnmny
way, dut thilhuuch from entering htonillmtnlh‘vith
Anerica adout the Pacifie.
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A. n.mnm.—-umtumm&»dmmmmum
with, that it was a peace imstrusent, and will contridute to world peace.

That is September 27.

QG Jow, between the date of the conclusion of the Triparty Fact, Septemder 3V
M.nttmuuumutmx.mun.m-nmormam
Germany and Italy Seken by aggressive warfaret Do you recelll?

A. As I recall, execept Yugoslavia and the putsch in Oreece, I think others
about the same, the ether part,

Q. ¥ell now, when you made this statement, ns Poreigzn Finister of Japsn you knew
that Germsny and Italy had Deen carrying on s aggreseive warfare at that time,
ien't that correct!

A. Yes.

And you kmew, as Foreign Rinlster of Japan, that the U. S. opposed that
process of Hitler and Germany, dida't youl |

A. Iese.
Q. So, by the same simple tokea, T AEROURCS that your foreiga policy was

mmm—mumt-ﬂumumnmuwyrm. lends
a b ofMamumdMqhnumMyuuupmw

Qe munthnbmmtumotmhumnngnt mind that the

the persons of the Triparty Pact, the

Article 1 and Article 2 that esch weuld

sphere, esch to ite liking, it wust
the se-called Triparty Pact was the




A. It wan to be carried out just as in the preambdle.

G On the seme day, April 22, you had already deen notified that serious
representations had deen made %o your government and were under consideration

by menbers of the Japanese govermment, bdetween the U, S. and Japan concerning
the thea serious situation in the Pacific area.

A. I didn'$ regard 1t as exreotly serious.

Q. Yere you mot informed in an automobile ride from the airpert that the U, 8,
had served upen the Japanese govermment, and that there had alse deen en
anticipated exchange of notes having to do with very bdasic things concerning
the maintenance of peace in the Peeifie?

A. Vell, I gould not stil]l make out very much of it.

Q- But notwithstanding that, about the tenth sentence of your speech here, on
returning from this trip, you seid "the Tripsrtite Pact ... remains the
furutable basis of our fereisn policy."

A. Yes, snd then thay deleted, for what reascn I don't know, dut I referred to
the pousidility of asgreement on the Faecifiec.

R« Did you send any message to the U. 5. conceraing your plaal

A. Ny plaa?! No. BDut Nr. Grew, I thiak, mev that I was calling the Tripartite
Pect a pesge instruseat, instead of a war allianece.

QR Vell, if 1% was the Basis of your foreign policy, and 1t led to war,how
then can you erll 1t a peace {nstrument?

A. VWell, I mever intended to go to war. Thet iz opposite everything. Thet --
I am honest, you kmow, in saying I never dreased ia my life that Jepzn womld

start 2 var vith Aperdica. I wee afraid Americs some day starting the war.
to Shis day I éo not understand.

Ané

Q. Article XLII, on page 40, dated May 9, 1941, "Communique of Jepanese~Jerman-
Italisn Nized Commission conceraing the Neeting of the General Commission under
the Tripartite Poet.® T will resd 1%

"The General Commisslion under the Tripartite Pact held ites meeting ot 41350
pe B Moy P8R, 2t the officis]l residence of the Foreign Maister, under the
of Eie Exeelleney Mr. Natswoka. Thelir Zxcellencies General O%%
indelli toeok part ia the meeting. Question relating te the coepers-
tion among the three Fowers wnier the Tripartite Pact, including economie

vere brought up end fully discussed. It was agreed that the Commiseion

as often as possidle with the sssistance of the kilitary aad Econemic
snd contimue 1%s work in close eoeperation with the Commiseions




A. & short conference and chiefly it was at General 0%t's request
%o make the Foreign Ninister and German snd Fremeh emdassios in Tokyo %o

vise such committes deing founded to vhich ammy suthorities were g1l through

have the Foreign Ninister or ambassadors $o
supervise miliSary matters, but Genersl Ott he contended and at lest the aray
suthorities agreed, because I explained after $hat conferemce that no Yoreign
Minister wuld supervise and decide o» eny military matters without asking the
opinions of the militaries and navals.

Q. A% say event, you held this neeting a2t your home, and those people were present?
A. Yee, there were only three. .

@ This was held 2 May 19417

A. Mayde abomt thet time.

Q. If the records rhow that that was the case, would you say that wee correet?

A. TYes, correet,

R At that time 1t had clready come to your attention some week or 0 previous
that these representations to the Japanese Government by the U. S, concerning
the settloment of the Far Tastera situation, vere pending, isn't that trus?

A. Of what Far Zastern situation?

% The representations which this representative of yours told you sbout in the
sutomobile ride from the airpert, that the U. 5. had made representations as the
basie for some settlement with the Japsnese people.

A, 1 éo not recall.

& You sald you heard cdout them, but when they were talked about at eleven
o'clock that aight, you said you were {11 and had to g0 %0 bed,

A. About negotiations? Oh yes.

% But notwithstanding that representation, you sevw fit to hold this neeting
vith this commisaion from the members of the Triparty Paet, concerning the
comnission which the Triparty Pact had provided for, which wes an exchange of
silitary as well ns econcmic matters detveen the nations?

A. Yes, ond 2t that conference I think it was General Ott vho contended that

She organisation should de eetadliched s quickly as possidle, dut 2s I $o0ld
you before, the committec was not established while I was in the government.

Q I think we will bave to comclude for this afternoon.
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INTERROGATION OF

HATSUQKA, Yoauks
Pate and Timet 30 Narch 1946, 1400 -« 1630 hours.
Flace { Sugase Priscn, Tokye, Japan
Fresemt $ NATSUOEA, Yosuke

Cadr. Jobkm D, Shea, USKA, Interregstor
Miss Clara 3. Enapp, Stenographer

Interrogation condusted in Eaglish.

Qe I will shov you 2 booklet which is marked Proj. Fo. 214, and bDelow that

So. 1, for the purpese of idemtifiostion, sad Just nlongeside the stamp of
fdentification are the words "Nateriales on Tripartite Pact.® I will show you
thie document, Nr. Natsuoka, and ask you to sxamine it and eee if you cen
deterninge vhat it io. Fow, vith reference to the Eaglish there, will you read
» 8nl see Af that setms %0 Do & Sranslation of the Japsnese
scanned. Do you want se %0 read you the English and see wvhether
a Sranslation?

ool road 1%. Yes, Shis is & falrly good Sranslation.
« Just for the purpese of identifying the deok, I weuld like to have you

5
]

i
:

e r
: F

continue Bov %o 20xt seotion of the book, ia the Japanese writing,
and see if you identify at & Nizute Beek of the Investigating Committes of
the Privy Comneil, concerning She Triparty Faot, at 11130 A.N,, 36 Septenber 1940,

2
£
E
:

Isperial Palace, writtea by Hateumote, Uhief of the
that Ldentified as thed?

This is & Torelign Office paper. 1 supphee »e.
I sean doos Shat appear %0 do {dentified that way?
Although I have never soen the record cempliled in the Privy Couneil.

E
i

A.
<
A,
%

w¥ell, do you find anyvhare there, a8 you tura She page, that statenent, and
right aftervards 2 110t of nanes of persons preseat! Commencing somevhere just
before page 308, 208 -~ what does that say there on that page!?

A. Thet gives the date, witten b Natounote, Chief of the Treaty Bureasn.

S Doee 1% give the date 26 Septenber 1940, in the Zast Hall of the
Isperial Palecet

NS 133




that 2 1ist of names, for exasple Fara, President
+ Vice President, and all the counsellers execept

preseat. Dees 1% say that?

rst ::.l'l of the dook. HNovw, those
is couparisen as & Srenslation, jyou say they
trichly Confidentisl, entitled

tions Detween Matouoks and

:‘h‘h‘r ﬂht’hlu-ll‘nuhrmuu.' That seeme %0 de the tramslation

A. Some polats are wrong. Jor instance, that in itself speaks that it was
the Privy Coumell, if Italy came ia, dut in our conversation first
mmumumu-twmmnm.u!uum

tmmummnmmmmsurw.
% 1 will resd you this and ask you if that is & good Sransiiont

g Gerssay does net want the present coaflict develop inte a ¥orld
¥ar, sad wishes %o Briag 1% to termination as quickly as possible.
She particularly wats the United States to stay out.

De you recall that part?

A. Ok pyos. Lot me sey here, the conversatien wemt on as I Sold you the other

S The order ia which 1% 10 set down s 41fferent?
A. Yee.

% The substance is correet/
A. Yes, 1% was coupiled sftervards.

< xcmuwmuaumw&umw‘u.hﬁm
down afterwards ae & summary.




r

And neither was Nateumete presens.
This doemn't say Mo was.

&, T simply state that nobody was present but ayself and Stehmer and General O8%.

¥ell, who then made these notes for you!

Pid you dictate or did you give She sudetence of 1% %o somecne 1n your office?
Notoumete asked from time %0 time whet I t0ld him or

Qe

A: I think maybe I apoke here and well, Shere.
e

A.

he may have heard from Vice Ninister or sonededy.

S Isa's itY
A. Tezn't that tramslation mede By your ment
Qs nmum»mmummmumuunmuu.
A, !hnmw!muhwmomahmluqlmwmu

+ 90 1 do net kmow, Yut I suppose. Seldon do we compile in English
translation.
R muqm.\mu—'tu—uunquuummwmn.
the cne conceraning "Strictly Confidentinl’. It soome %o be Dound in the
document with the others, but sould bave bDeon dome at another Sime!?
A. Yes.
m_xunmuuunnmmomm.mmumtmum

"3. Gormany does net look for Japsn's silitary sssistance at thise
Junsture in commection with her war with England.®

Do you recall that?
A, 1u'tmu.mmmhn-ummms.

Qe "She does not loek for Japsa's m11i%ary aseistance at this Jinoture in
connection with her war with Engleand.” TYou don't recall that he said that?

is marked "Striotly Confidential.” It 1e done in
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A. While I dea's recall in my seversl conversatfons with Mr. Stabser. I vas
satisfied that Germany was 208 looking for military aseistence fron Japan.

QW “Ne. 3. htmmdlwhuhnhmpmmnhot

res mmmmv.l.m-mumm.wmm.
Although Germany $hinks at present that the U. $. will not enter the war, she
cannot Sake change.*

5o you recsll that substance of the discussion?

A. lludlihththht—v.llqnﬂuututulumhohch
vith Ameriecs.

Qe V¥ell, vhat adout the suggestion that Japan was %0 play the role of restrain-
ing snd preveating the U. 5. from emtering the war! ¥as that part of the Serm!

A. That is vhat ! » Shat while I do mot recall the conversation te that
exact, wve agreed ia Eain Shat Both of us try our Dest to prevent Ameries
from Joining the Burepean war.

Qo "No. 4. Germany havdly thinke that she and the U. S. will come S0 blowe
ummm.mammemmmm:mmmu.s.
oannot eventually be avoided.® Do you reeall that he made that sSatenent?

A. Not be aveilded Detween Japsn and the U. 5.7 ¥hile T don't recall, yetd
lhhrmmm&i.ﬂ!ohwmmn.

It 1s possible that ke sald that?

It 1is possidle, yeu.
You don't recall 1% mow!

oves, ummxm-u...run:m
ineluded) %o enter into an wnderstending or

theroughly prepared effectively %o meet

This can oaly preveat, if anything ean prevens,
« oF entering into an armed confliet wish

% Nothing was said adeut ISaly?

A. ot at that shage of conversstion. I think Netsumoto mande it wp %o inclwnde
I%aly afterwvards.

= -



Qe "No. 6. A strong and detersined attitude, unequivocadble and wamistakabdle,
o the part of the three nations, Japan, Germany end Italy, and the knowledge

of i% by the U. 9. ant the world at large at this juncture, that alone senm only
b of a poverful sad eoffective deterreat on the U, 5. A weak, lukewvarn

ttitude or declaration at Shis Junoture will oaly invite derision and danger.®
Do yeu hull that?

A. The sense of 1%, exeept sgnin including ISaly. Bothing wes seid nbout Italy.

Qe “No. 7. Cermany hopes Jepan will slse eize wp the situstion, and will
realize the mgpitude and the reality of the potential (say de impending, whe
mows) danger coming from the Western Nemisphere, snd will sot quickly and
declieively to forestall 1% by readhing an sgrecment detween the three (Jepan,
Gernany and Italy) of sush a nature Shat neither the U, 5. nor the rest of the
world would be left ian doudt, conjecturing.”

Do you reecall that?

A. Wo, I don's yeeall, dut I reeall myself saying somethisg $o the effect
that danger Detveen Jupan and the U.S5.A. %0 come %0 Dlows must alvaye be borae

in nind, snd wo suat always Be prepared well, and on my port personally that
I will devose all ay 1ife %o preveat it.

% “No. 8. Handly necessary to say that OGermany (and Italy) will de everything
i her pover %o restrain the U, 5. on the Atlantic snd will ot onge start
Japen with a» sush of the war egquipment (such as seroplanes, Sanks and
Sools vish men even, if Japea wishes 18) as she cas Feasonsbly epare, snd
therwise in every possible way. (Matsuska remarked that these
pight ead faet will have S0 be left S0 » mhax sort of mized nilitary
navel commission of the Axis, greanted that Japen Joine the Axis in the sense

in the way Gersssy waats.)
Be you reeall thal?

- B

kk

A. 1 don'ts recall, dut %he semse of 18 I de recall.

% For example Jour remarks, such as “Natevoks remarked that these Shings might
and i feet will have t0 Do 1eof% %0 2 sort of mized silitery and naval com-
mission of the Axis.” ete.. o%e. Do you recall that?

A. It is likely Shat I said so, Decause vhenever anyone Souched on the military
questions, always I eaid 1% i 2one of uy Dusiness and must de left to the
silitary sad navel sen.

S "Heo. 9. Of course, Jermsay recoguises and respects the politicsl leader-
ship in Greater Sast Asia. All she wants in Sheee regicne is of eccononisc

neture, and she is resdy to cocperate with Japen %0 further her aims. lNaturally




vithout much difficulty. German-Soviet relations are good, contrary
vhat She British

ri
all her engagements.

tion about the relations between Soviet Ruesi » and Sermsayt I
oaid o0 end pn honest dreker. 1 never used that wvord. 1 used

S« This in Stadmer speaking, sppavestly. He saje “Germany is prepared to sed
part of an honest Broker on the question of repproachement bVetween Jepan...*
A I nover heard that word weed.

Qe Duam-uronmmsmmummunuomm in the
Westion of rapproschensnt detweon Japan and Buseis?

L l8djng Jopan) suet be thoroughly
mummmm.muu.-momrm.muc

nmmummummmmmn. 5. and Japan,
mmummnmmmm.unuh—-ummu.'
Do you recell that?

A. Yes.
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Do you recall that?

. Did General O%% or Mr. Stahmer share that opinien with you?
A. That 1s vhat I enfd. I don'$ recall that.

S+ Whether they agreed with that or mot?
&. 1 think they wust heye agreed.

v and 1% ¢ spparent that ¢
if you had etated that, they may have

they sgreed or disagreed. Do you

L. That is what I say. "dile I 4o mot recell, it seems metural that they
- agreed with my opinion.

A. Jo,meithar ZSahser or the German Azbas

% "Neither Stalmer mor anyone on the Jersan side Bas seen the Sovie: offieclal
on the satier.” De you reesll his saying that?

A. Yoo, 1 ssked 2im myself poiat Ylank whether Stabuer, vhat about this nssme
of the Soviet Rusaiam people, or med. -

& 1 see. Conceraning Shis allisnee!
i. Tes, conceraing this alliance.

S "No. M. Stahaer's verds may de regarded es coming directly frew ii%bventroyp. "
J0 you resall that!?




