HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTFRROGLTILY NO. (USSBS NO. 61) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO., 1l Date: 18 October 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.
Subject: Japanese Naval Escort of Shipping and Shipping Losses.,

Personnel interrogated.and’background of each:

Captain OI, Atsushi, IJ¥, is a permenent officer of the Japanese Navy
+ho has hac staff collece training. He servec &s & stafs Officer of
the Corbined Escort Flect from its orgarization ir Noverber 1943 until

the war's cend.
vhere intervieved: UEIJI Building, Room 748,
Interrogater: Captailn S%eadman Teller, USK.
Interpreter: Lt.(je) J. B. Wiley, USNR.

Alliecd Qf ficers Present: None.

Control of Japancse shipping v.cs Aivided umong the Army, Navy and the
RBrensportaticn and lMaintenance Repartments. Orzanized Naval control of escort
ané routing was Jjust under token seriouly with th e crecti:n of the incepend-
ent Combined Escort Flect ir November 1943, folloving serilous losses to subma-
spes and aireraft in the BISMARK 1SLLNDS end approaches there to. The Combined
Escort Fleet was placed under thecommand of the Combined Fleet ir Juegvst 1C44
vhen U.S. submerines and &ir attancks threatene” to cempletely disrunt Japanese
shipping in the SOUTH =nd FAST CHINA SEAS. This recgcnizatilon hrvever di¢ little
to inprove the situction vhich continued to detericrote steadily.

During the past years cf the var, submarine ~ttacks caused most cf the lossem,
In 144 cerrier aircraft ralcs on st-ipping concentrations took he:vy tell, pare-
ticvlority i: tamkers., Ailr cond enbrerine attacks in the SOUTH anc EAST CHING
SEAS during carly 1945 frorced ~t..nconnent of convcys betiecn the EMPIRE and
South est &rea in Februsry cnc the complete stopping of shipping on this rroute
in March. Mining ccused scne losses ot BALIKPFAFPEN, SOERLEAJA, SIVGAPCRE onc
SATCON. Mining by B-29's closcd SHIMONOSKI STRAIT for tvo veeks ir liay 1945.




Transcript of Interrogation £Cap§ain,01, ﬂtsushi,-IJN) *

=2 i - -] - = Ere ane [ ] - [ e o= - = = = g = L] = = o= &= = kg - —e B =] =2 L = = - - = el - - - ==

Q.

b

Qe

Qe

A

Q.

o .5 TRANSCRIPT - w9 oy
Tho was responsible for directing ‘he routing of Japanese merchant shipping
betvieen the. homeland and the Southern Pacific?

I think no definite person was responsible for shipping. The Navy, the Army,
and the Transportation and Comrunication Department were each responsible, and
since the Munitions Depertment was initiated it also has hed a “strong volce in
the matter., These,together in conference vhen necessary, decicded hovw 10 ar=
range the shipping. . Our headguarters, the Combined Escort Fleet, were solely
responsible for protecction. Under the supervisicn of the Transportaticn De=
partment therec is an organization-half -civil, half governmental-celled the
Shipping Control Board. e

Did the Shipping Contrcl Board exist throughcut the entire var?
I don't think so; I think from scme time since 1G42 or 1943.

The Shipring Ccntrcl Board and the verious other agencies vhich you menticned-
decideC where the ships vere to be used, is that ccrrect?

Yes, I think so,
ifter they had decided where the ships vere to be emploved vhe geve the sail-
ing orders frecm port to port? ’

In the case of Arrmy shipring vhich was principally trensport or transport

carge the locel Army headquerters cave the sailine orders. There vas an AYTY
heacquarters for shipring ot UJdIMA and several sub-headquarters ir var cus out=
ivitie areas,

In the case of shipping cortrclled by the lMevy, -ho pave the sailing orders to
individual stips or groups of ships?

e have in the Navy Department o Burcov called Naval Transportation Heacdquarters,
vhich issucs shirpin: orders for all Naval suprly shipring exccpt ships cof the
flect troin end noval avxilicries tvhich are uncder contrel cf the Combiner Fleet.

Did the Combincd Fle t have sub-heccquarters ot varilcus impertent ports?
In the Scuth Sea Arcs shiprins sub-hcadquorters vere loected uncer the varicus
sreu fleot headgquartcrs. The Cerbincd Fleet ordered shirping thr-ueh these
headquarters only for fleet operationel purposes. The Navy Department Tréns-
rortation Office exercised ccntrol over thre shipring sub-headquarters for nirmal
shipring. Fcr the most pert t 1s vas dene directly, but it as alsc dene
through the area flect headquurters.

“"hen Aid the Combincd Escert Fle:t cease te be incdependent and become subor=
dincte tc the Conmbined Fleet.,

It vas the third of .ugust 1C44.

thy was that change made?

Because your &ttock was setting so severe that the entire aren even in gouth or
Esstern China Sews was dangerous. 'ithout zcscistince cf the cmbined Flect we
could nct protect sesc lanes any more, |

Prior tc august 3, 1944 vhat rcsourées in esccrt vessels éid the Combined Escort
Fleet hove? | -

'The Combined Escort Flect hod under its commend at Naval Pr.ses and sub-Noaval

Bases in JAPAN & certoin number of old destrcyers, clc Fl bocts, anc sub=
chasers f-r use as escorts. The First Escort Fle:t had ¢ certcin rumber o 1
destroycrs wnd sec cefense vessels.

.
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/1so under the command of th: Combined Escort Fleet there were & number of
aircraft which were based at T~TEYAMA, OKINAWA, TAKAD, MANILA and for a time
at SAIGON (The aircraft were larcely medium bombers engaged 1r anti-submarine
patrols).

Q. After 3 Augus?t 194/ what additions were mace to the force aveilable for escort-
ing ships? |

A, The area of responsibility of the First Escort Fleet har been the area frem

JAPAN to SINGAPORE, including the PHILIPPINES end CHIN.. Coast. Prior to be-

ing placed under the Combined Flect, the Combined Escort Fleet cooper:ted
with the area anc expeditionary fleets in the Scut Seas for escort work, but
this cocperatiop took place only on the highest echelon, between the combined
Escort Fleet heicdquerters ancd. the Combined Fleet he:dquarters. Each office
was gble to issue crcers only tc fleets specifically'under their commend,
After the third of August 1944 the Combined Escort Fleet jssued ordews Cirect-
ly to the areca and expeditionery fleets in the South Seas as well as to the
First Escort Fleet, in metters of convoy escorting.

Q. Were the ves:els of the expeciticnery fleets arnc area fleets assigned per-
manently to escort duty ¢r were dif<erent ships used from‘time to time. -

Ve

A, After August 1944?escort vescels belonging to the area and expediticrarey

flects were practicully always used on orcers from the First Escort Flect.

However they remainec ~ttached to units to vhich thew hac been previcusly
att.ched anc uere serviced ancé supplied by those same units. The reason for
their avcoilebility to the First Escort Fleet wes largely that cther than es-
cort there was no real need fcr them at all.

Q. In the area of "estern NE- GUIVEL and the CELEEES .rees batveen March 1C44
and@ October 1944 wh:it wes the most effective UNITED STATES fcrm of atteck
ageinst shipping?

A. I think submarines were the vorst, anyway Uub to the end of last year (1944)

subs were the most terrible attack force; after that time the &ir force was.

Hovever, the task force cir reicds on TRUK in Februery ond PLLAU at the end of
March 1C44 did terrible cdomage.

Q. "hat effect dic the Carrier mask Force raid on TRUK on February 15, 1944
have on merchant shipring®

A. 4t that time we lost several bigs tankers | SCMS ~f trem cver 20,000 tens.

Merchent ship losces atl TRUK ¢ad in the QOUTH CHIN: Sih during February 1944

were the greatest losses fer vy month cf the w.T, s the loss in the TRUK
raid amcunted to ar - roximately half of the tctal for the month.

Q. That effect n shipping dic the cerrier roids on PLLAU at the end of March
1944 have?

L. This time clso tonkers were chief victims. lot sc meny Were lost as atv
TRUK, but it was nost vital damage. Sc far S movement or oreraticr of the
Combinec Fleetl was cencernec, the loss of terkers in these two rcids was
very serious. It :1so influenced the trensportgtion of 0il frcm the

NETHERLANDS EiCT INDIES to the EMPIRE.

Q. When was the Combined Escort Fleet created?

L. The Combinec. Escort Fleet was criginally crganized cn the 15th cf Ncvember

1943 because of the very he.vy losses wrich c ccurred tc shipplng in the

gener-1 erec of the BISM:.RKS vhere escort had not been acequate OT e ll Or=
ganized,

Q. Thot caused these losses? Submerines, aoir or surface ecticn?

oS
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These losces wWere lerpely due subnerines. ' Of ccurse 1 can't remember eX-
actly. 1 ‘think also air force sttacks were mcst terrible. L

In the area of the M.LUCCaS and CELERES "in the summer cf 1944 were nightiaiz
aftaclks cegainst shifying trcublesome? If so, what offect dic they have on
shipping cnd escort? S
Of course they were troublescme, but we dic not have sc much shirping there.
We very quickly ~banccned that area. e trensportec many Urcops frcm MAMILA
to HALMLHERA passing s¢ uth of MIMDLN.LO, anc Jrst many ships in the CELEBES
SE4, Subnmarines werec most denger.us.

Lfter Lupust 1944 did you have er:ugh esecrt shipping to mcve your vessels 28
fost os you vented to?

The suprly «f the escort vessels avcilaile tc.the Ccmhined Escert Fleet ofter
3 Lugust 1944 was less than pricr to thet cete. The chonge in organization
et that time vias sniti-ted by the Ccmbined Fleot and the Combined Escort Fleetl
7id pot think ot trot time that frem their peint -f vicw it woes a2 g cd chonge.
It meant that thelr vessels cculd be psel by the Combined Flect for off ensive
-nc cefensive cjeraticns, e hacd insufficient foree ~f escerts throughcut the
wor end the organizati-:-nal chonee of 3 Lugust 1944 @il net inrrove the situa-
+icn. Furthermore, during the carrier attacks on FORMOS.. in October 1944,
~irercft suiteble fer sccuting anc ~nti-submarine patrol were procticzlly
elimin~ted. Pricr to the crgenizational chen’e in Lugust 1944, these ~ircraft
for anti-submarine potrel were for the exclusive, use ~f Comhined Esccrt Fleet

and cculd not be usec 1n ~ffensive operaticns by the Combined Flect.

then did the cirer=ft . ttecks coeinst your shi~ring in the SOUTH CHIN:. S
first bece me very sericus? ' ‘|

. il 2
‘s I recal:.the first time Vs the ctteck on Jenuary 12, 1945 of f CAMRLYH BLY.

That form cf air attack was consicdered most Congercus tc shirpinc?

I +hirk the Carrier Air Fores nttock wes most dangercus; torpedec attack was
o )

mest vital, next dive b mbine ond strafing UGS mest denpercus. But sincle

plane atlacks ~rrainst our ~pti-submerine plirncs L. ¢ o very sericsu eff ect

beeause ve depended VETY mich cn those anti-submerine planes and those planes
were .shot down and grodually diminished in strength.

In the SOUTH CHINM. Sku, carrier ~ttacks cceurred ¢ nly in Jonucry 145, Thcse
corrier attccks vore mace On 5.,.IGOM, HONGKCNG, ind TOURLNE, Do you knov hov
many shiyps were 1cst to those carriler attacks?

I am nct certcin but I think m~re than ten tankers were jest ‘2t TOUR.LNE anc
5. ICON ¢n the same day, anc atiut five or six tenkers vere lost in HOVGKONG
n fow days later. The first cay in HOVGKONG ™ there vasn't very sericus cdamage

1

but ~n the second doy all shipping (mestly tankers) vas ennihilcted,

Then air ottacks along the CHIV. CO.LST drcve the shipping tc thechannels inside
of the small islands, did that increasc losses cue to grcunding cr have other
serious effect cr shirring?

There was mct very much increase in losses cduc tc accident, but ve were more
easily caught by submarincs and cirplanes. /%t that time in March 1©/5 we
thoucht pessing through CHINA SEA extremely ~ifficult, and cn the 15th of Marcl
abandcnec all ship ing betiecn the EMPIRE and OS¢ uthr est Arecs., ALbout the enc
of. Febrﬁafy- 165 =attecks by sinplc rlcnes on shir ing in “+he SOUTH CHINa SEi.
becume very effective 1n adciticn tosubmaring attacks, because V€ had decided
+. zbancdon the use cf conveys after your: fcrece cane to LINGLYEY and ships were
sailing singly. '

Are ycu scquainted vith the demage dcne tc merchent shipping by carrier rcids
in the MiNILA area in Septemier 10447
-4- ]
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A, If I remember correctly we had anchorages in CORON BAY and all along the west
coast of the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS; for instance, off SANTA CRUZ and cther places
on the west coast of LUZON., We thought at first that CCRON BAY was safe from
your carrier attacks. If we tock the ccnvoys far intc sea we were attackec by
submorines sc we tock ships intc CORON BLY believing it was safe. But ycur
fcree reached there and I think we received great damage.

Q. Was there a major pcrticn cf your ship ing in the FHILIPFIVES ot that time?

L, Those ships were mogtly usecd fcr su plying and reinforcements cf Army goarriscns,
Our ccnvoys usually tock the ccast rcute. Before the cerrier roids on MLNILA
in September 1944 we considered the route FO:HINOS.:, LUZON, 'PAL.LN, "EST BORNEO,
SINGLPORE was scfest because we could pretect shipping with aireraft stationed
at points along this rcute. Therefore we hacC scme tenkers anc ships loaded
with BAUXITE in MANILL BLY. Ve lost these precious ships es well as Lrmy
transports in those carrier raids.

Q. Of the tankers which were repaired in SINGAPORE and sent north tc the EMPIRE
in early 1945, how mony were lost on the way?

L., We lost;abéht 15 percent in Februory 1945, and beginning of Merch we lecst 30
percent, |

Q, Was that the last group of tankers to go north in M:RCHZ

L. Yes,

Q. During thc war, vhat chanpes in th¢ armament cof esecort vessels and nerchant
ships were made to improve their defense?

L. Tl most importent change was the fall of 1944 vhen the best Army transpcrts
ships were equipped with recdar. At the end <f. January 1945, 25 mm machine guns
were drain from every pcssible plece on shere an’ even off merchant ships to
increcse th. crmament of tankers runnin~ from SINGAPORE t. the homeland, The
rlon te increase the armamert of merchont ships had been in existence from
the beginning of the war, but procucticn was ncd sufficient to make it possible
tc carry out the plan. Escort vessels were equippec with radar as much as pos-
sible beyinning about September 1944. Previous t. thet only & few esccrt ships
had radar and radar producticr was mostly for ccmbetant ships.

Q. Did ihe racar installaticn include receiving equipment for cur radar signals?

L. Racdar intercept receivers were cn ncst escort vessels by abcut April 1944,
but this was not very effective because there was no way cf lceatinz in bearing
ancd distance. This vas principally a werning cdevice. Due tc rapid imprcverent
ar¢ rese.rch, there vas sufficient rcder for mest eseort vessels by December

1044..

Q. Whet Aid you ccnsider the most effective veapon apeinst the submarine; aircraft
or esccrt vessel? '

A. Planes equipped with radar; espically those equipped with MLD.
Q. How many Lmerican submarines dicd you estimate were‘sunk?
A It was very cifficult to determine, but the Navy's estimate was 15 per month.,

Q;lﬁere your communications adequate for conducting the business of eseccrt and
.routing and protection cof shirs? If not adequ-te, in what way?

A. Communications causec a great ceal -f trcuble. There was great delay cdue 1o
lack of facilities on most merchant ships, inacequate fecilities cn esccrt
vessels, and no direct communications between navel bases and esecrt vessels.,

L
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Ccmmunicaticn amcng headquarters and commands were elso frequentlly delayed,
This was conscdiered a week point, |

Q. Before the B=29's drcpped the mines in JAPAN waters in the beginning of April
1945, did the mines we laid in BORNEO, PHILIPPINES and CHIN. Coast affect
merchant ship planning?

A, I think ve hadn't been affected very much in the SOUTH CHINA SE.. Te
sufferec very much at 3ALIIPAPAN and we abendcned the route frem BALIKPAPAN
tc SINGPORE., -

| Q. Because of mines cnly?

A, It was abanconed chicfly because of mines, but alsc because of planes attack-
ing frcm MOROTAL,

i Q. When was this?
* A, It was about December 1944.
¢

Q. Do you know how many ships were lost by mincs at BALIKPAPAN? Tere the. losses
s¢. great you vere forccd te sbanden the port?

Ae Ve didn't abandon the port just becsuse of mines, because BLLIKPAPLN was very
inportant tc us. In Decembter 1944, however, cCue tc the ccmbined effect of
mines, subs and air attack, BLLIKPAPAN wasofficially atandcned,

Q. Vlere any losses suffercc ot SOELI:B..JA?

Ae 168,

Q. Do you kncw how much?

A, I can't remember the number cfvessels lost, Lnyway cur transportsticn from
SOFRLBLJA wes suspencded for o long time. ile would sweep the channel and
cne cr two ships could get cut or po in and then ycur forces would mine it

agaln, Finally I think crly very few smcll shirs cculd use this port.

e Here the mcjor losses sufferecd frcm mines in the S~uth Areca ot SOERABLJA and
BLLIKP:APANY

i, Major lcs:es sufferecd in the Scuthorn f—~s.. vere at SOER£Bads, SLIGON, and
o ING..PORE and along the east ccast of MALLYL,

(i, After the mining cempoign was uncder way in JiFoN did cenditicns get s¢ bad
that it was nccessary tc pass ships thru the minefields krowing full well
they would be lost?

ne Yes, We tock this chance, especially in SHIMONCSERI STRAIT.

Q. Dc you know whether or » t the mining in the -INLAND SE4 affected the mcvement
cf the YLMATO when it reinforced operations &t OKINA L%

A, It didn't affect it very much,
Q. How long wos SHIMONOSEKI STRAIT closed?

A, SHIMONOSEKI STIRLIT vzs eclesed for a period of twe weeks in the middle of May
cnd only wooder vessels less than 100 tons were sble tc pess throuch.

Q. Did you fear the pcssibiliiy ¢f damare to the tunnel by mines?

A, Yes, ve fecred that very much. It vwas not cctuclly damegecd, but we vere afraid,

ki




