HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SUZ
(PACIFIC)

APO 234 .

C/0 POSTMASTER SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO 412 PLACE: TOKYO
(Jap Intell No 28) DATE: 16 Nov 1945

Division of Origin: Japenese Intelligence Division.
X Subject: Squedron (Army) Intelligence Procedure.
Personnel interrogeted and backgroundﬁ

Mojor SAEKI, Akito gradueted from Officer's School in 1938 and,
following & course ot HAMAMATSU Flight School, was agssigned to
the 7th Air Regiment. In July 1939 he was a bomber (KI 21)
pilot in CHIWA, SAEKI rcturned to JAPAN for further air train-
ing #nd remeined until May 1943 when he wes saent to the WEWAK
Araa, NEW GUINEA, as Commending Officer of a squedron of KI 49
bombers. He returned to Army Steff College in Decemb-r 1943
and wes in the Generel Affairs Depertment of General Air Hopd-
questers since Februery 1945.

Where Interviewed: Room 528, Meiji Building

Interrogater: Major R. S. SPILMAN, JR., aC
Tt. Comdr. PAINE PAUL, USHR

Interpreter: Me jor JOHN PELZEL, USMCR
Allied Officers Present: Ione

SUMMARY:

Mejor SAEKI was a» pilot in CHIVA in 1938 #and 39 and was Com-
manding Officer of & squedron of HELEN aircraft (KI 49) besed in
the WEWaK eree from Mey 1943 to December 1948.

o intelligence officer was ettached to the squadron and intel-
ligence information wes passed to end collected from pllots by lejor
SABKI. Orders from Air Hesdquerters went to ths Division, thence to
the Regiment, where the verious squedron commenders were assembled
and given the mission with such photos and intelligence as were avall-
sble. The Division is the lowest unit te hove an officer whose prim-
ary duty is intelligence, (usuelly a Major or Lt. Col.) tut he had
receiv-d no speciesl Intaslligoence treaining.

Briefing was confined 2lmost entirecly to cssentiel flight date
such es approach #nd withdrawal, redio frequencies, route to ~nd from
the terget, and weether, if evaileble. A neavigation chert with a
route indicsted thereon end 2 vhotogreph of the target,usually with-
out annotation, were cerri~d on the flight.

Brief reports were made orelly to higher heedquarters immedlete-
1y after rach mission and deteiled reports wers made leter in writing.

» Very little informetion wes received from higher hemdquerters
ond, in NEW GUINEA, due ~ither to a shortage or ineffective use

of recconneisesnce end photo aircr~ft 2lmost nothing wes known ebout
Allied airfields or instelletions.

Major SAEKI svpeared intelligent andffo hsve a thorough know-
ledge of his duties in the squedron.
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Q.1. What was the primary mission of your sauadron in NEW GUINEAT

A. Mostly egrinst ground troovs. & 1little night bombing of air-
fields.

Q.2. What wes the briefing orocedure?
4. 4an operations order from Air Headquarters was sent to the Divi-
sion, thence to the Regiment (SENTAI) where Squadron Commendors were

called together and given the order and available intelligence. The
Squedron Commenders then passad this information to their squedrons.

Q.3. What material such as maps, etc. did you cerry in your plence?

A We carried no documents but did cerry eerial photos. In CHIRA,
those were annotatod dbut in NEW GUINEA they were nob.

R.4. Did vou heve several scales of photogrephs?
A, Most were 1/40,000 to 1/20,000.
Q.5. Whet were the facilities for teking ohotos?

A. A receonaisance squadron atteched to the Alr Divieion took most
of the pictures. On the few devlight missions flown in NEW GUINEA,
the bombers glso took vhotogrevhs.

Q.6. Did vou have photo interpreters?

A. Some interor-~tation wag done at the recconreisance squadron, but
I believe by the squadron officers and not by special interoreters.

Q.7. Did vour squadron meke an atteck on PORT MORESBY?

A. Ore night attack but clouds prevented bombing.

R.8. "That other intelligence was included in the briefing?

A, Very little besides eserial photos. Sometimes, in a dey attack,
raceonneisence aircraft were sent out 30 minutes srhead and reported

beck by redio. This wes never done for my squedron, however.

Q.9. Did you have special target aree mavs (target cherts) for
briefing?

a. The usc of such maps was part of pilot training but we hed none
cither in CHINA or NEW GUINIA,

Q.10. Were FLAK positions annotated on photost

A, TYes, if they were known, but we hed almost no information in NEW
GUINEA,

Q.11. Were no nevigetion meos cerried?

A, My sguedron cearried navigation maps, gscele of 1/2,000,000 to
1/3,000,000. These were made in TOXYO from all lend surveys and

nevigetion cherts aveilable.
2.12. Did Headquarters heve larger scale mAaps?

&, Yos, for the LAE ~ SALAMAUA end PORT MORESBY ar~as. We had
1/500000 meps which were ceptured, U.S. I believr, Distances were
shown in fe=%,

J
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Interrozstion of Major SAEKI, Arito, Jenanese Army, (contd)

Q.13. At SENTAI Headquerters was a var room situstion map kept?

A. Nothing eleboratc, Intelligence and operations were not scp-
arate. In the rogiment the Commending Of ficer performed intellligence
functions. At the Air Division level therc wes an Intelligenc- Steff
Officer, e Lt. Col, or Major, and about 3 Officers or NCOs e2s assist-~
ants. ‘He had no special Intelligence trainirg.

Q.14. At SENTAI level was an Officer assigned Intelligences duties
whoather ar not he was called en Intelligence Officer?

A. Yo. AlY. thet type of duty was done by the Commending Offlcer.,
At the Brigede level some had en officer essigned Intelligence duties,
some did not, but they were never callad Intelligence Officers.

Q.15. What tyoe of reperts were mede by CHUTAIL following & mission?®

i, . Results of bombing
Situstion on the ground (aircraft, o#c.)
Weather enroute.

Action of eremy aircraft

e

Q.10 vor the terset did you ett-mpt to check actuel AA positions
against photo annotations?

A, e tried to locete them efter returning.
Q.17. Did AA reperts go up thru comnand channels?
A, TYes.

R.18., Did yeu receive printed Intellicence material fron higher
commends? :

A. Yecs, & rcoport from the Division ebeut evary 10 days (Th~ generel
wey situetion, results ef bombings, future prﬂdictions).

Q.19, Did you give information to piloté prior to 2 mission, on the
followirg subjects?

1. Rend=zzvous. . a., 1ir~s8.
.  “aather. n. We recioived the bost available,
| 4. . i ., . 1f pny.,. In the.rir-wve soné-
. t4mos recaived wentrer from-.
iy 8 'SR, Ll R0 s B various .at:tions but commuuni-

cetions were very 1LoOOT.
3. Approach attack and withdraw— a, Yeg,
al, specific informetiont
4. Was consideration given %o . We usually had no wind informe-
wind direction and velocityt tion. Determining factors weracs
1 the ley of the lend
2 the best wey to avoid fignhters
3 the best way %o evoic AA
4 the most affective bombing
gpproech., This was the mein
foetor sinco we often had no
information on the others.
5. Nevigetion -~ wes & speclific e, Yes., We cerried it with us.
routs drewn on e map?
5. Communicetions, frequencies a. Yog, The communicetions memnber

ate. of the crew was so bricfed.
7 air—Ses rescue facillties s 1o instructions were given but
and survivel informetion? sopne survival equipment wes
carried.
8, Were pilots gilven gpecific a. No speciml instruction was siven
ditching instructions? to pilots., No orocadure wes out-
lined.
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Q.21. What wes the specific neture of reports made by the squeadront

A, First a verbel report wes made then o written one which contained
d-teils of fuel consumption, emmunition expended, results of bombing,
etc. (This wes » very full report on forms prescribed at Brigede level
and seems to heve included neerly everything conteined in our detallced
reports from squedron and group level).

Q.22. Could we get one of those forms?

#, These were mede up by eesch Regiment or Brigrde and wer- not stand-
ardized.

Q.23. In wvour pilot training wrs any study mede of Intelligence
procedur~?

A. None. We leerned somethine of enemy tactics 2and plane cepebilli-
tics, however, |

Q.24. Did you think thet the informestion you received (considoring
what wes svailable) wes adequete?

A. In the Jepencse Army, not enough thousht was given to Intelli-
gence,
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