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INTERROGATION MO, (USSBS 267 )
I‘IAV HO s 59

Naval Analysis Division

I1JN, served as Chief of Staff Second

1642 to Februvary 1945 anc Chief of
to Aupsust 1945.

Rear Admiral MATSUZAKI, Akira,
Southern Experitlorary ffleet, April
glaff, OSAKA Maval Station, February 1945

Where interviewecd: Japanese Vgval Headquarters.

Interrogator: Commander T. H, Moorer, U.S.N.R.

Interpreter: Lieut, Comdr. S. (n) Millstein, Ualalialla

Allied Officers Present: lione,
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of mining on the SOER/AB.LJ A

7?AKI discusses the effect
tion of mine

Fear .omiral LATSUZ
CELERES and TORNEO Areas as well as the organization and opera

defense at OS.4KA.
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In response to questions submitted directly and by letter, kear Admiral
[IATSUZAKI furnished the following information,

SOIFRABAJA

The Southwest Arca Fleet was organized as shown below:

- “lst Base Force
/’* irst Expeditionary Forceonﬂ Base Force
f (SINGAPORE) (3rd Base Force
\ ’1st Base Torce
) Secord Expnecitionary force 2n6 Base ['orce

(SOERARAJA) 3r Base Force

Southwest Area Fleet 4~ )
{ﬁst Base Force

. Third Fxpecitionary Force: ?no RBase Force

( (1ANILA) ‘Brd Base force

|

Fourth Expeditionary 1orcc¢]st Base Force
(AMBON)

\\.Air Force

The Second Expeditionary Force at SOERABALJA was responsible for mine
countermeasures in the BORIEO, CELEBLS, and JAVA Areas. In these areas mine
sweeping was a continuous process. During the first part of 19,3, the meene=
tic mine was Aifficult to sw2rp but the problem was solved when magnetic bars
were procurred from SIUGAPORE in September enc October. By the end of 1943,
minez beceme of serious consequence, Aradar warning net was establishec,
as well as a system o° watchers., By tracking planes with radar, an effort was

made to establish dropoing points, I'ight fighters were used but proved ireffec=
tive,

Repirning in 1944 mining had a consicerable effect on the exploitation of
the vast resourccs of the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES. Mot only were ships and
carcoes destroyed but convoys were delayed, and unloadine areas were jammcd
ot SOERABAJA and BALIKPAPAIl pending sweepling operutlons. The destruction of
tarkers and delay in oil shipments was particularly serious,

Duc to use of small wooden ships, mining bud 1little coffect on the supply
to parrisons, Mining countermeasures involved the use of 1500 men and 30
ships in the CELEBES, BOPIEO, and JAVA Areas., levertheless about 0% of all
vessels over 1000 tons vvhich sailed into the BALIKPAPAIT - SOIP/RAJA Arca, were
sunk or damaged by mines., In many cascs ships were salvage” only to be sunk
the second time, Iven beforc the capture of thc PHILIPPIIES, thce traf™ic to
the NETHERL:ANDS PAST IVDIES was reuced to a trickle, After February 1645,
no attempt wes macde to use large ships and only small schooners and woodcn
bargers werc operated,

Notc: Ouoted below is the exact report as submitted by Rear Acmiral NATSUZAIL,
It is consicdered important since it effectively illustrates how totully

unprepared the Japanesc were for larpe scale mine attacks.,

" COUNTER=}TASUIELS CATIST VTI'ES LAID BY AMELRICAL LIRCTAFT TII" OSAKA ALLA

1, Counter=measures emﬁ]oyeﬂ in view of tre conditions of mine laying hy the
UrTITED STATES aireraft in the KVAIT area.

a. Tstehlishment of magnetic mine sweeping unit at KII Defense Garrison
(YURA)., Order 7as issued to establish magnetic mine swecping unit
on April 5, 1945. Launckec immediately on preparations,

b. Fstablishment of 0SAKL Port Defense Carrison ond KOBE Port Defense
Garrison Order 'ias issued on lay 1, 1945 to cstablish rewly the OSALA
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and KOBE Port Defense Cerrisons. However, the mine sweeping strength
c6uld not be mobilized until the early part of June.

Preparation of mine swcepling ©y usc of sound bombhs from aoirplane ot
KONATSUSHIIA and KUSFIMOTO Seaplane Bases.,

Istablished look-out posts for mines along seashores of OSAK/A=TTAIT,
BAPIMANADA, and ATAJISEFINMA in early part of April,

Prepared a map as of 4 April 1945, showing the channels to be swept
and so got ready for counter-measurcs against mine layine,

The strength of each mine sweeping unit as of 4 May 1945 (UNITED STATES
planes laid mines in OS'KA=WLE for the first time)
(1) KII Defense Garrison
Type 5 mine sweeper
"other boats (converted suh-craser) 3
Side boats (fisking boat) ©
Type 3 lModel 2 mine swecper (fishing boat) 10
(2) 0SAK. Port TN'eferse Garrison; KOTE Port Defense Garrison
Strength: None
(3) KOIATSUSHIL:X and KUSHINOTO Seaplanc Eases
Scout seaplanes

6

9., Mine sweeping during the early periocd of minc laying in OSLKi=WAL Dy
UNITED STATES planes,

n. lagnetic mine swecping unit of the KII Defense Garrison was advinced
to OSAKA=VA' and engaged in mine sweeplng.

Strength: Tyne 5 mine sweepers 2 units
Type 3 model 2 mine SW’Cepers 3 units

with seund bhembs hy rlancs of KOIATSUSEI!Y and RUGHLI"TO

b. line swecping Y
The nine swecping was done by o total of 6 planes on

Scaplanc Bases,
L, 5 an® G May.

Total number of mines disposal: 15

3, IMine sweeping and counter-measurcs after the ~bove period,

n. The mine sweeonine units of the KII Defense Garrison srere stationed per-
manently =t 0SAiKA and KOBE Farbors and became the main strcneth of mine
sweeping, They werce engoged 1n mine sweeping in channels vhere the mines
were reported to have becn laid.

b, The status of the strength of minc sweeping units as of 11 Jime,

(1) Mine swcepine equipment
I'eformed type

Typc 5 Tvpe 3 model 2 3 swecplng Sound
r Name Drag net minc sweeper mine sweeper — equipment bombs
. . R i e ey ey
| 0S.KL Maval | 7 sets (no 11 sets I‘cgne- ; | 14300
:Munition % accessories) [tic Bars 940 i i i
EDcpartment ; ! 4 i | |
; RNURRRIRE. SUITRONRIINENTING, ISRt R SO R CPRAINCSOIES. R e e inainicind
KIT Defense © 10 (length 1 sct (no |5 suts T €00
i Garrison 10 em breathl accessor= E |
| . 70 cm mesh: ; ics) | 5 |
; Manila hemp } | ! |
S U S S S S
» OGAE. Port ; 10 sets | L3
| Defcnse ! i i i '
, Garrison | | | | |
e e e i b s o e e ———— e ey
. KOBE Port 711 equip- |22 scts 3 300 ,
| Defensc | ment lost  {(only 17 scts i
' Gerrison | by fire ql*usablo) ‘
St S - B Phscsiaysoii SANRRIIERCUNED. NI RRE DR NI, J01.NERRY Ws:

(2) I'ine sweceping vesscls.
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ol Brd o B0 A T i S v, wbolind e oy
Type 5 | Type 5 Mocdel 2 i Type F @

KII Defense |lother boats (comverted 3| Fishing boats 10 % |

. Garrison sub chaser) | :
: Side boats (fisling borts) 9! ’ E

08.KA Port ' Fishing boats 10 i
Defense Schooner '

| L
‘ Garrison i i |
. KOBE Port [ Pishing boats 12 “T”
, Deflense Schooners 1 |
| Garrison |
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c. Sct up anti=-mine lookout posts in ecarly part of Junc at important points
along the channels to be swept and cndeavourec 1o collect aceuratc in=-
formations quickly.

d. Planned to set up search lights in the vicinity of AKASEI SETO in order
to ascertain the positions of mines dropneds [owever, the plon did
not materializc,

/. Navigation Control.

n. Put into effcct the navigation control in accordance witl thc condi=-
tions of minc layine and mine swecplnge
Chief control station: OSLKA llinor Faval Station
Othcr control stctions: OSAKA Mevel Office of Residcnt Officers,
KOBL I'aval O7"ficer of Resident Or“iccrs.
XKIT Dcfense Corrisons
when the bombing by UNITED STATES plancs bceeme fregquent, tre time of
incominge cnd outecoing vessels to onc from ports was controlled,

b. As the damage duc to bombing and mines grew larger ond the ncvigation
of vessels in gencrcl (steel) becrme actually impossible, impetus
was given to the usc of schooncrs instcad and vere actuclly used, In
order to assurc the safe=soiling of theso vesscls,connecting bases
vere established at six localities; S/KAGOSEI, IESHIIA, SHIMOTSU, T.IVBLE,
SUSAMI and URLQLLL,

c. In order to protcect thc sailing of vessels, Tairway=buoys were nlanted
2,000 meters apart on ono side (portlv both sides) of important channels
during middle of July.

NUMBER OF DROPPED .I'D DISPOSED MINLS

1. HNumber of times of mine drooping:

I:”’T 5 Times

Junc s i

July 8 "

Lugust 3 " (?oported)
Total 19 Times

5., Estimated nurber of the dropped mines:
Approximately 500 to 600

3, Disposcd lilness
By typc 5 mine sweeplng apparatus 2L,
By type 3 improved stylc minc sweeping apparatus L3
By Lcoustic (Sound Bowb) min¢ sweeplng cpparatus 70
(Includes 15 by use of plancs)
By self or induccd explosion 56
Total 163

STATUS OF SHIP OVEITITS LD ITS TFFECT OM THE HLn

1, Monthly data of thc movemcnts of thc sca going vessecls,
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MONTH NUI'BER QR VESSELS
OSLKA Port KOBL Port
Outgoing - Incoming Outgoing Ineoning

May 109 Vi 50 54,
June 27 20 21 Ll
July 53 41 15 16
September 20 19 1 2
October 6 6 0 0

For cetails, refer to list attached hereto,

2o ©mffects on the war,

The ships! movements, as noticcable in the above data, were greatly hinder-
cd as the result of the magnetic mine laying by the Americon plencs, £As its
counter=-mecasure, the usc of wooden schooners was adopted, but this, too, was
+hreatencd cven before it could be put to practieal usec, by the Lmerican bomb=
ings carried out against our stipping sincec August.

Simultaneously with the cbove mcasure, the strengthening of our railway
transportation was also carried out, but the total capacity of land ancd seca
tronsportations was so affccted that it beeame o preat obstacle in carrying on

the war. Such was tre pencral status of our transportaetion up to the con=
clusion of war."

In addition to thc abovc report the following information was submitted
under secparate cover,

(1) Detailed list showing location and methods used for each mine'swept
in OSAKL Area,

(2) Chart shoiring location of all vessels sunk in the OSAKA Area,
(3) List of all vessels sunk or demaged in OSAKA Lrea,
(4) Feports by individual ships of damage received from mines.
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