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THE FOUNDING OF THE
ASSOCIATION OF CHINESE AND FOREIGN
CULTURAL RELATIONS

By Prof. Asia Ho

The manifestation of “TAO” is “WEN” which
refers to the substance of culture, while the spread of
its influence over the people is “HUA”, which corres-
ponds to “assimilation” in English. It takes these two
words “WEN HUA” in Chinese to mean “CULTURE”".
Culture is, therefore, dynamic, and embraces all activi-

ties of this world, including politics, studies and
letters, science, philosophy, ete.

In view of the present-day technical improvement
of the war weapons, the more intelligent people in this
country are inclined to believe that the foundation of a
nation could not be secure unless the fighting machines
have become sharpened. While this is true, the fact
still remains that culture is essential to the
preservation of nation’ as well as the enhancement of
national prestige and world peace.

Generally speaking, culture may be divided into two
different types, according to whether its key-note is
predominently spiritual or materialistic. It nees scarce-
ly be said that the Chinese culture is deficient on the
material side, and in order to adapt ourselves to the -
new sifuations we find ourseelves in today, we have to
seek material improvement. On the other hand, the
spiritual side of the culture must not be neglected,
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because it is the spiritual elements of culture t-at give
us a greater harmony in life, which is our personal
salvationo Furthermorc, they are not only beneficial to
our body and mind, but also helpful in propagating
cosmopolitanism so that dream of a state of world
peace, wherein people live unselfishly for the good
of all, might be realized. “This is the purpose of the
establishment of this Association.

Culture may also be.divided into indigenous and
foreign. Withregard tothenative cultures,good elements
ought to be preserved, while its flaws, eliminated.
We should not be too proud and feel self-sufficient.
With regard to foreign cultures, we should assimilate
their best elements, and cast away their defects. There
is nosense in trying to absorb the whole of the westein
culture or in fostering the spirit of anti-foreignism.
This duty of selective assimilation rests with the
intelligentsia who should carefully study our cultural
problem. This problem is not alone China’s but that of
the various ccuntries, inasmuch as culture of any coun-
try has a world-wide significance today. The students
of cultural probdlems in various countries should there- -
fore have good publicity, constant exchange of opinion
and comparison of notes, so that each and every nation
may profit by the study of the students of its
neighbors.

Culture is to a nation what spirit is to the human
bodyo Health cannot last long when one’s spirit is low.
If the light of a country’s culture shines brilliantly, the
name of that country will be naturally known far and
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near. When the culture of a country is high in the
esteem of foreigners, both the country and the people
will of course be respected.

The Chinese culture has, for a long time, been in
the low ebb. The reason why we are still respected by
foreigners is largely due to the fact that we are still in
possession of our old and glorious culture of long
history. As we all know, our culture is one of the five
great cultures of the world, while many other ancient
nations have perished, our old culture still endures,
because of the strong foundation laid down by our
ancestors no less than to their careful preservation. At
present many countries in the West have been trying to
open special courses of Chinese studies in their colleges
and universities, and establish Chinese libraries and
museums in their cultural centres in an attempt to
collect materials for the study of the Chinese culture.
This definitely shows that Chinese civilization still
possesses a value trat deserves world-wide attention.

In the reign of Meiji western culture was intro-
duced into Japan, at about the same time China was
also trying to take in western culture. But the results
obtained in the two countries prove to be different.
The former has been successful in the preservation of
the adopted old Chinese civilization and she has become
to-ady one of the world’s leading Powers, while China
chcse to throw away the old with the result that she
is still in chaotic conditions. It cannot be presumed,
however, tha this is an indication that China’s culture
is unsuitable to a modern state.
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Culture is not something that once attained to its
heights never changes. Chinese culture might be com-
pared to the Yangtze River that flows majestically
increasing in volumz and force as its tributaries
flow into it. As we remember, the Han and Tang
Dynasties became powerful by absorbing the culture of
“Western Frontier” and of India, the Ch’ing Dynasty
in its early days also profited by thé, European civili-
zation. However, during the last fifty years fo our
history, strange to say, our cpil}:ure has gradually
deteriorated, while foreign cultures began to exert
influence more and more in our country. There is no
reason to believe that any culture is self-sufficient,
therefore foreign cultures should be assimilated and
harmonized with the indigenous culture, so that the
characteristics of the old Chinese culture may not be
lost.

Therefore, the endeavour to improve the cultural
relations so that different nationsmay freely exchange
their cultural inheritances is not only good for China
alonebut also good for the whole world thatis
groaning in travail. This is the reason for founding
this Association.

v



CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
CHINESE & FOREIGN CULTURAL RELATIONS

Section I. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Avticle 1.
: The name of this Assoziation shall be “ASSOCIA-
¢ TION OF CHINESE AND FOREIGN CULUTRAL
RELATIONS”.
Article 2.

The aim of this Association is to promote and to
improve cultural relations between China and other
nations by ditfusing Chinese culture into other
countries and by introducing into China the beneficial
elements of foreign cultures.

Article 3.

This Association is initiated by Chinese with co-
operation of foreign sympathizers. It shall concern
itself chiefly with China, but all its members, either
Chinese or foreign, shall be treated alike, unless other-
wise specified or restricted by law.

Article 4.

The main office of the Association shall be main-
tained in Shanghai with one branch in every other
country and one sub-branch in any locality where the
members reside.

Article 5.

The Association shall be first registered with the
Chinese Governmsznt and its branches, when inaugu-
rated, with the governments of the nations where they

are located.
Article 6.
The Association is ready to co-operate with other
established international cuitural organizations in
China and foreign countries.

Section II. ACTIVITIES
—_1 —



Article 7.
The Association shall emdeavour to carry out

gradually the undertakings enumerated hereunder:

a. To establish language schools for Chinese
and foreign students to provide the elementary
basis for cultural understanding.

b. To establish an Institute of International
Cultures of the standard of regular college. This
Institute shall be divided into two sections: one for
the training of Chinese students to enable them to
disseminate Chinese culture abroad; and the other
for the guidance of foreign scholars in studying
Chinese in China.

c¢. To establish libraries and museums for
the collection and exhibition of books and articles
concerning culture.

d. Toopen a Department of Publication, to
edit, translate as well as publish books and perio-
dicals appertaining to culture.

e. Toopen a Department of Social Service,
to entertain and assist Chinese and foreigners in
travelling and studying in China or abroad.

f. To open a Department of Introduction, to
act as medium for transactions pertaining to
cultural matters, such as the employment, the
exchange of teachers and of students, and the
circulation of books and of curios.

g. To hold courses of lectures at which
Chinese and foreign speakers will be invited to
speak or to give a series of lectures on cultural
subjects.

h. To hold social meetings to entertain mem-
bers and their friends for better acquaintance and
fellowship. .

i. To organize excursion and expedition par-
ties to go to different places and countries in the
interest of cultural studies.

Section III. ORGANIZATION
Article 8.
The Joint session of the Representatives Confere-
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nee and the Ma2mbers Conference of Shanghai shall
Constitute the highsst governing bodv of the Associa-
tion, and it shau meet a° leasc once a year, at che call
of the Board of Directors and the Beard of Trustees,
to pass resolutions concerning all important questions
of the Association.

Article 9.

The varir»us committees organized jointly by the
Chines2 and foreign members shall be thz basic uaits
of th2 Association, the construciion of whizh ¢hall be
as follows:

a. These committees shall consist of three
Chinese and two foreiga membears fo the work of
bettering the cultural relations between Chiraand
the respective foreign nations.

b. The members of the various committees
shall be elected by the joint session of the Repres-
entat:ves Conference and the Members Confterence
of Shanghai. Should any member oi ihsse
committess fail to carry out his respective duties,
he may be referred to the Members Conference of
Shanghai by the Board of Directors to consider ior
new election, meanwhile the Board of Trustees
may appoint another member to act in his place
pending their decision.

¢. The members of the various committees
shall mutually elect a Chinese president and a
foreign vice-president for executing the duties of
the respective committees.

d. The members of the committees shall
receive no compensation; and the term of office
shall be one year, and they shall be elligiable for
re-election.

Article 10.

The Board of Directors shall be the executive of
the  Association, to be organized as follows:

a. The Chinese members of the various
committees shall be the directors of the Association,
while the foreign members shall be the assistant
directors of the Association.

b. The members of the Board of Directors
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shall elect one Chinese General Director and one

foreign assistant Director respectively to make out

the plans for the Association.

c. The members of the Board of Directors
shall elect one General Secretary in charge of all
the executive duties of the Association.

d, The Board of Directors shall form its
members into six Divisions, namely: General
Service, Correspondence, Accounting. Publication
Education, and Social. Kach Division shall have a
director-in-charge and an indefinite number of
business directors.

e. The General Director and General
Secretary shall select from among the directors,
the director-in-charge and business directors of
each Divission, and make change if necessary.

f. The general secreiary and the director-in-
charge shall receive proper compensation; and the
term of office shall be one year, and they shall be
illigible for re-election.

Article 11.

The Board of Trustees shall be the advisory and
supervisory agency of the Association, to be organized
as follows:

a. The Board of Trustees shall consist of
eleven Chinese and ten foreign trustees to advise
and supervise the operation of the undertakings
and thefinancial transactions of the Association.

b. The Trustees shall be elected by the joint
session of the Representatives Conference and the
Members Conference of Shanghai.

c. The Trustees shall mutually elect one
Chinese General Trustee and one foreign Assistant
Trustees.

d. The Trustees shall receive no compenza-
tion; and the term of office shall be one year, and
they shall be illigible for re-election.

Section 1V. MEMBERSHIP
Artiele 12.
Any person who has made a written application

—_4 —



for membership, presented it together with a brief

personal history, which has been endorsed by two

members of the Association, and paid his membership

fees, after it has been approved by the Board of

Directors upon investigation, may become a member

of the Association.
: Article 13.

Any member of the Association who has been
indicted by at least two members and found guilty,
shall, on the dicision of the Board of Trustees, be
deprived of his membership.

Article 14.

Every member shall be given a membership certi-
ficate of the Association, which must be renewed once
a year.

Article 15.

Members of the Association shall be entitled to the
following privileges:

a. Members shall have the right to elect and
be elected as trustees and directors of the Associa-
tion.

~ b. Members shall have the right to attend,

free of charge, all lectures, and to bring relatives

and friends to the social meetings of the Associa-
tion.

c. Members shall have the right to enrol in
the Association’s schools with reduced tuition fees.

d. Members shall have the right to use, free
of charge, the Association’s library and museum.

e. Members shall receive publications of the
Association, either free of charge or at a reduced
rate of subscription.

f. Members of unusual merit may be sent at
the expense of the Association to various places
and countries for investigation or to lecture, or
may be recomended for study, with scholarship, in
various institutes in China and abroad.

Section V. MEMBERSHIP FEES
Article 16.
Members shall be requested to pay the fees in

— 5 —



accordance with the following rates:

a. Admission Fee-$ 5.00 to be paid at one
time in full by each member.

b. Annual Due-$4.00 per annum per
member.

c. Emergency Contribution-To be decided
and collected by the Board of Directors in times
of great need.

d. The special contribution will be collecte
from those who are earnest in the philanthropic
works in society and those volunteer members of
our Association.

Section VI. SUPPLEMENTARY

Article 17.

The detailed regulations governing the organiza-
tions of the Representatives Conference and the
Members Conference of Shanghai together with the
functions of the various committees, the Board of
Directors and the Board of Trustees shall be stipulated
separately.

Article 18. ,

The branchesand sub-branches in various countries
and localities may make necessary amendments to this
Constitution in accordance with the respective local
conditions. ‘

Article 19.

Any revision to this Constitution shall be jointly
proposed to the Board of Trustees by at least ten
members prior to its submission to the joint session of
the Representatives Conference and the Members
Conference of Shanghai.

Article 20.

This Constitution shall become effective after it
has been passed by the Meeting oi Inauguration of the
Association.

Main Office Address:
749 Bubbling Well Road,
Room 330. Tel. 31673
Shanghai, China.



. Sun Foo, (honored
. Chu Min-Yi, (chairman of the Board of Trustees).
. Chang Shu-Yung Dr.
. Lu Chao, Mr. Wang Yuen-Ou, Dr. Jame woo Mr. Chu Fu-Chen,
. Wang Kuen-Len, Mr. Toung Sheng-Pei,

. Loh Ko-Yi, Mr. Shu Sun-Chen.

. Charle Grosbois (French)
. N. E. B. Ezra (British)

. W. Ruedenberg (German)
. A. Renner (Hungary)

. Allbinien (Italian)

. Kiang Kong-Hu,

THE NEWLY APPOINTED BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF THIS ASSOCIATION

chairman of the Board of Trustees).

Oung Chi-Lung, Dr. Tzao Tzin-Tsing

THE FOREIGN BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. A. Grossmann (Czech)

Mr. F. Andrew (British)

Mr. Yomomdto (Japanese)

Kon. H. Ockermueller (Austrian)
Mr. N. Doodha (Persien)

THE NEWLY APPOINTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(honored General Director of the Board of
Directors.)

James Woo
Directors.)
Dr. Prof. Asia Ho, (General secretary.)

Kaeseng, (General Director of the Board of

CHIEF DIRECTORS

. Wang King-Wan (General Affairs Department)
. King Kuo-Pau (Intellectual Department)

. Wei Chu-Hsien (Publishing Department)

. Wu Tze-King (Social Department)

. Ting cse Ming (Secretarial Department)

. Prof. Asia Ho (Cashier Department)

STANDING BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr. Wang Loh-J, Mr. Scha Tsin-Lin, Ceneral Chang-Ming, Mr.
Dekien, Toung, Mr. Schie Wu-Lian, Mr. Wang Lung-Tsan, Dr. Tsu
Wel-chu Mr. Chu Shing-Lei, Mr. Lu Kan-Zen, Mr. Chen Yu-Fan, Mr.
Nien He1 Fan, Mr. Chen Pei-Te, Mr. Lu J- Feng, Mr. Shau Chie-Bin.

THE MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS COMMITTES

Sino-French Committee:- Dr. Chu Ming-J Dr. James Woo Kal-seng
Mr. Tchu Chun-Chien Mr. Charle Grosbois

Sino-German Committee:- Prof. Asia Ho Prof. Wu Tze King
Mr. Tsau Hu -Fu Mr. W. Ruedenberg Mr. J. Eeiswalt

Anglo-Chinese Committee:- Dr. Kiang Kong Hu Mr. Tchou Sin-Ming
Mr. Yuan Su-Pe Mr. E. B. Ezra Mr. F. Antrew

Sino-Japanese Committee:- Mr. Hu J-Tsang Mr. Shau Chian-Bing
Mr. Ting Cie-Ming Dr. Yomomoto

Sino- American Committee:- Dr. Scha Tsin-Lin Mr. Lu Kan-zen
Mr. Huang Shu Tang Dr. A. F. Knudsen .

Sino-Canadian Committee:- Dr. Kiang Kong-Hu Miss Yu Chin-Chi
Miss Lee Shu-Hua

Sino-Austrian Committee:- Mr. Dekien Toung Prof. Asia Ho Prof.
Wu Tze King Consul H. Ockermuller

Sino-Italian Committee:- Mr. Yu Chou Kao Prof. Wang Shau-Tang
Prof. Asia Ho Dr. Allbinien Mr. M. Rochi

Sino-Hungarian Committee:- Mr King Kou Pao Prof. Asia Ho Prof.
Wei chu Shien Dr. A. Renner Mr. Barat PH. C.

Sino-Belgium Committee:- Mr. Tchou-Huan Dr. Huang Kien Mr.
Lee Kia-Kuan

Sino-Sunda Islands Committee:- Mr. Liu S-Mu Mr. Huan Chong-Huaw
Mr. Tchou Ko-Tcheng

Sino-Russian Committee:- Prof. Tu Kan-Pe Mr. Lu J-Fang Mr. Shu
Shau-Tien Mr. A. Lebdeff

Sino-Nerhterland Committee:- Prof. Hu chi Pen Mr. Huan Chin-Wan
Mr. Uang Fu-Je

Sino-Tndian Committee:- Prof. Tong Yun-Shan Mr. Liu Yen-Han
Mr. Chang-Shin

Sino-Polish Committee:- Prof. Shu Chung-Nien Mr. Chen Pei-Te
Dr. Asia Ho

Sino-Nepal Committee:- General Chang Ming Prof. Tang Yuen-Shan
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